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The Chiefs are back in the big game
after 50 years, but the 49ers are

well-equipped to stop them.

Super Bowl LIV: Chiefs vs. 49ers

5:30 p.m. Sunday, FOX-32
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Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast in Nation & World, Page 37

Tom Skilling’s forecast High 51 Low 33

A Northwestern graduate,
who’s a housing expert, has
ideas to fix it. Real Estate

Homebuying
discrimination

The actress on “Bug,” con-
spiracy theories and her
husband, Tracy Letts. A+E

Carrie Coon 
in conversation

In late 2014, then-state Sen.
Martin Sandoval was angry with
transportation officials.

One of his biggest campaign
contributors, asphalt magnate
Michael Vondra, had cornered the
market on recycled roof shingles
for use in road projects. But
questions were mounting about
whether the eco-friendly pave-
ment material was causing roads
to crack more quickly, and the
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation tightened the rules over
its use.

Sandoval, the chairman of the
Senate Transportation Commit-
tee, sent a threatening letter to the
acting head of IDOT criticizing
the move. The senator accused her
of breaking the law, told her he’d
haul her in for a public hearing
and suggested he would request
an ethics investigation.

“I regret to inform you of my
loss of trust and confidence in
your leadership,” Sandoval wrote 

Sandoval
pressured
IDOT over
shingle use
Official aided donor in
push for road material
thought to spur cracks
By Joe Mahr 
and Dan Petrella

Turn to Road, Page 15

WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans have decided it was OK. 

With their expected vote this
coming week to acquit President
Donald Trump of abusing power
and obstructing Congress, GOP
senators are giving their express
approval to the conduct that
landed Trump at the center of the
fourth impeachment case in
American history. It’s the same
message that House Republicans
sent late last year with their
unanimous votes against sending
the case to trial. 

It’s a fitting conclusion for a
president who has spent three
years testing the boundaries of his
office and daring his own party to
restrain him as his power and
popularity within the GOP grew.
It was already clear heading into 

Turn to GOP, Page 28

GOP decides
that Trump’s
actions OK

ANALYSIS

Acquittal vote expected
this week in Senate 

By Julie Pace
Associated Press

CEDAR RAPIDS, Iowa — In a
matter of five hours, four front-
running presidential candidates
converged on Cedar Rapids on
Saturday to offer closing argu-
ments on the top issue of Iowa’s
first-in-the-nation Democratic
caucuses: picking a candidate
best suited to beat President
Donald Trump.

On a small college campus,
Elizabeth Warren contended
she’s the prime candidate to
unify Democrats to take on
Trump.

In a middle-school gym, Joe
Biden said the president’s own
impeachment trial shows he’s
most feared by Trump.

In a boutique hotel ballroom,
Pete Buttigieg said his genera-
tional candidacy offers the stark-
est contrast to take on Trump.

And before the bright lights of
the city’s downtown arena,
Bernie Sanders asserted his push
for a political revolution would
overwhelm Trump.

The flurry of final pitches to
thousands of people in Iowa’s
second largest city came just two 

Presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth Warren takes the stage for a campaign event at Coe College on Saturday in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

5 hours, 4 candidates, 1 city

Presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden takes

selfies with supporters during a campaign event at Roosevelt Cre-

ative Corridor Business Academy leading up to the Iowa caucuses.

Democratic front-runners make final
Iowa caucus pitches in Cedar Rapids 

By Bill Ruthhart
and Rick Pearson

Turn to Caucus, Page 14

As the world responds to the
rapid spread of the novel co-
ronavirus that originated in
China, public health officials in
Chicago are working to contain
the United States’ first person-
to-person transmission — a bal-
ancing act between aggressive
precautions based in science and
careful consideration of the pos-

sibility of public panic.
Infectious disease experts say

that while the virus, which has
infected about 10,000 people in
two months, mostly in China, is
spreading faster than previous
outbreaks of MERS and SARS —
cousins to the current co-
ronavirus — they’re using
lessons learned in those investi-
gations in hopes of another
containment success story in the
U.S.

And public health officials
also stress that the virus, which
has killed more than 300 people
in China, remains a low risk to

those living in Chicago, as well as
across Illinois and the U.S.,
especially compared with the
risk associated with influenza,
which kills tens of thousands of
Americans each year.

As of Friday, there were
seven confirmed cases of the
virus in the U.S., including two
in Illinois: a Chicago woman in
her 60s who had recently trav-
eled back from China, where
she had been caring for a sick
relative; and her husband, also
in his 60s, who is the first 

Turn to Virus, Page 10

A woman wears a mask in Chi-

cago’s Chinatown on Jan. 25 
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Previous outbreaks’ lessons applied
Chicago experts work
to contain coronavirus,
say risk lower than flu
By Kate Thayer
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The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

ACCURACY AND ETHICS 
Margaret Holt, standards editor

What happens in America when a
black intellectual who was born into
the crushing poverty of the Jim Crow
South dares stand up to challenge
white liberal Democratic orthodoxy?

He is marginalized, socially ham-
strung, ridiculed in ugly racist terms
and compared by a leading liberal
journalist to “chicken eating preach-
ers” taking “crumbs from the white
man’s table.”

He is depicted in racist cartoons as
a smiling lawn jockey and a grinning
shoeshine boy polishing a white
man’s boots.

This is how American politics
revealed itself to conservative
Supreme Court Justice Clarence
Thomas Jr.

“License is given to others to attack
you any way they want to. You’re not
really black because you’re not doing
what we expect black people to do,”
Thomas says in the stirring and
deeply emotional documentary on his
life, “Created Equal: Clarence Thom-
as in His Own Words.”

The film is in theaters, released at
the beginning of Black History
Month. It will not receive a media
buzz, because Thomas’ story is deeply
threatening to the liberal orthodoxy.

And it threatens Joe Biden, now
campaigning for president, who was
one of those white liberal Democratic
senators who tried to destroy Thomas
and failed.

The climax is Thomas’ confronta-
tion with white Senate Democrats,
liberals who sought to destroy him
using unproven, uncorroborated
allegations by Anita Hill that he was a
sexual predator.

As he was being excoriated in those
hearings, Thomas was asked if he
considered withdrawing his nomina-
tion. He said he’d rather die than
withdraw.

“Created Equal” is the story of the
journey of a hero, of lost archetypes
and lost faith, and of one man’s de-
scent into anger and violence.

In his hatred of racism as a young
man, Thomas quit the seminary and
embraced the radical revolutionary
left. He was later reborn in a renewed
Catholic faith. At Yale Law School he
became what he called a “fuzzy liber-

tarian,” and ultimately, a conservative.
The documentary draws on his

memoir “My Grandfather’s Son.” He
tells about living in a shack in Georgia
as a boy, the smell of open sewers
wafting around him, always hungry,
later moving on to the soul-crushing
slums of Savannah in the Jim Crow
South.

But he was saved when his mother
turned Thomas and his brother over
to their grandfather to raise. Myers
Anderson was a stern, hardworking
Roman Catholic, an unlettered man
who memorized large swaths of the
Bible. Upon meeting the boys, he told
them that “the damn vacation is over.”

The two words grandfather Ander-
son hated to hear were “I can’t.”

“Old Man Can’t is dead,” he’d say. “I
helped bury him.”

I watched the film the other day
and will watch it again. Yes, I became
emotional. And yes, it caused me to
weep. I will take my wife and sons to
this film and see it again with them,
and I ask everyone I know to see it.

The Washington Post film critic
Ann Hornaday reviewed it, admitting
she’s not a Thomas fan, but she was
fair enough to write this:

“Thomas’ life story is riveting, from
its roots in the Gullah culture of coastal
Georgia to intergenerational
psychodrama worthy of the ancient
Greeks. Although I hadn’t changed my
views of Thomas’ opinions by the time
the movie ended, I felt I at least under-
stood the man and his contradictions
far better than when it began.”

What was especially jarring was to
revisit the media attacks against
Thomas for his opposition to liberal
paternalism and policy: welfare de-
pendency, forced busing and affirma-
tive action.

Thomas believed liberal social
engineering hurt the very people it
was supposed to help — poor African
Americans.

As a black conservative, there was
open season on him. Liberal journalist
and former White House adviser
Hodding Carter Jr. wrote this, and
Thomas reads it with contempt.

“As a southerner, Mr. Thomas is
surely familiar with those chicken-
eating preachers, who gladly parroted

the segregationist line, in exchange
for a few crumbs from the white
man’s table. He’s one of the few left in
captivity.”

Chicken-eating preachers? In
captivity?

Thomas pauses after reading that,
and adds rather acidly, that “Not a
single civil rights leader objected to
this nakedly racist language.”

The other day, I interviewed the
film’s director, Michael Pack, on “The
Chicago Way” podcast I co-host with
WGN radio producer Jeff Carlin.

“Justice Thomas was getting tired
of being defined by his enemies — by
half-truths and outright falsehoods,”
said Pack, a onetime liberal who
turned conservative. “I researched his
life. Didn’t know much more than
watching his contentious nominating
hearings.

“But I learned that he is a great
American hero. And he has a great
story, a classic American story, coming
from really dire poverty to the highest
court in the land, and it was a story I
wanted to tell.”

Thomas and his wife, Ginny, sat
with Pack for 30 hours of interviews,
reliving the pain inflicted upon them
by Democratic Sens. Ted Kennedy
and Biden.

Rather than cower and withdraw,
Thomas relied on the memory of his
late grandfather. And against advice,
he delivered his famous speech an-
grily declaring that what was happen-
ing to him was a nothing but a “high-
tech lynching for uppity blacks.”

As he relives those ugly days, you
can see the hurt and anger hasn’t left
him. But why would it? Why would it
ever leave him?

If you’ve ever told yourself that
diversity is important in America,
then see this film about the price that
is paid for true freedom of thought.

To find out where it’s playing, go to
www.justicethomasmovie.com

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at
www.wgnradio.com/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

jskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass

Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas appears in the film “Created Equal: Clarence Thomas in His Own Words.” 

MANIFOLD PRODUCTIONS, INC. 

John Kass

‘Created Equal’ details
Thomas’ hero’s journey

Whether you’re a casual admirer of the magnificence of
Michael, or a true Bull-iever thirsting for tales of “Red,”
“Stormin’ Norman,” “Butterbean,” “Chet the Jet” and
many more, here’s a keepsake for you. Featuring more
than 300 pages depicting Chicago’s NBA franchise from
its humble beginnings to the dynastic miracle on Madison
and beyond, the Tribune’s book of the Bulls places readers
in a courtside seat for a fast break through team history.
Available online at chicagotribune.com/bullsbook. 

“Chicago Flashback” Since 2011, the Tribune has been
mining its vast archive of photos and stories for its weekly
feature Chicago Flashback, which deals with the people
and events that have shaped the city’s history and culture
from the paper’s founding in 1847 to the present day. Now
the editors of the Tribune have carefully collected the
best Chicago Flashback features into a single coffee-table
volume. Available at chicagotribune.com/flashbackbook.

“Even the Terrible Things Seem Beautiful to Me Now,

2nd Edition” Over the last two decades, Mary Schmich’s
column in the Tribune has offered advice, humor and
discerning commentary on a broad array of topics includ-
ing family, personal milestones, mental illness, writing and
life in Chicago. This second edition — updated to include
Schmich’s best pieces since its original publication —
collects her ten Pulitzer-winning columns along with more
than 150 others.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at

chicagotribune.com/printbooks

‘CHICAGO BULLS: A
DECADE-BY-DECADE HISTORY’

■ In today’s preprinted Arts and Entertainment section,
in the article “American Writers Museum exhibit dives
into the modern immigrant and refugee experience in
America,” the author Akwaeke Emezi was mistakenly
referred to as she/her. Emezi’s proper pronouns are
they/their/them.
The Tribune regrets the error.
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It’s relentless, isn’t it?
When you read the sentence above,

what popped to mind? What is the
“it” that just won’t stop, that won’t
give you a break, that makes it hard to
breathe and think?

If you live in the Midwest, the “it”
may be the relentlessly gray weather,
which, no matter how hard you try to
love it — I’ve been trying — settles on
your brain like an elephant.

If you live anywhere in the United
States, the “it” may be the argument
over a president who has abused his
power but who is poised to escape
conviction at his impeachment trial.

Or maybe the relentless “it” is the
huge, shape-shifting blob of what we
call “news.”

Wildfires rage, floodwaters rise,
Facebook spies, plastic pollutes the
ocean.

The great basketball player Kobe
Bryant and his daughter are killed in a
helicopter crash.

The coronavirus spreads.
You’re not worried about the

coronavirus yet? I wasn’t either —
not on a personal level — until a
reliably sensible Chicago friend told
me on Friday she’d been shopping
for masks.

“I found myself on Amazon trying
to buy an N95 mask,” she said. “And
they were out of the best and most
expensive ones. And I’ve wasted a lot
of time today trying to find some-
where to get them. Which is probably
useless and crazy. But fear is such a
weird thing, maybe more contagious
than coronavirus.”

Fear is one consequence of relent-
less bad news. And fear makes every-
thing else seem more relentless.

re·lent·less

adjective
Showing or promising no abatement of
severity, intensity, strength or pace.
Oppressively constant. Incessant.

The word has been pecking at my
mind lately because I hear it so often,
in conversations and in the news. Its
use ranges from the relentless rise of
carbon dioxide to the relentlessness
of email.

“I just want some relief from the
relentlessness of it all,” I heard some-
one say.

Occasionally something good is
called relentless. Relentless optimism.
Relentless pursuit of justice. I’d say
California Congressman Adam Schiff,
the lead prosecutor during President

Donald Trump’s impeachment trial,
was relentless in the good way while
laying out the case that the country is
endangered by this president who
blatantly used his office to help en-
sure his reelection.

Schiff’s detractors would, of
course, disagree, and they’re relent-
less in depicting the congressman in a
harsh light, frequently with insults.

Insults are relentless too, aren’t
they? No matter what the topic these
days — a movie, a novel, a TV show —
public insult too often takes the place
of meaningful argument. Every argu-
ment gives life to a relentless mob.
The online mobs threaten and taunt,
and we have to wonder, “Are human
beings really this awful? This relent-
lessly awful?”

We have to keep believing that they
— we — aren’t as bad as it so often
seems, but that belief is challenged in
a relentlessly connected world.

Relentless connection is part of the
problem. We’re connected all the time
now — by news media, social media,
email — and the feeling that we can’t
get away from all those voices, all
those opinions, can leave us feeling
overwhelmed and threatened.

The incessant noise can make us
feel like hostages, trapped by forces
over which we have no control.

How to escape? And to where?
I once read an article that ex-

plained the psychological benefit of
partitions in airplanes. The article
contended that partitions aren’t
merely to separate the first-class
swells from the riffraff. They exist to
create an illusion of space, the sense
that there’s somewhere else to go.

If you’re the poor person in seat 32E,
for example, you can look out and see

the mysterious vista of first class up
ahead. Rather than feeling you’re
trapped in a little flying metal tube, you
comfort yourself with the thought that
there’s lot of space out there, and you
could go there if you wanted.

That’s the relief so many of us are
seeking — at least the illusion that
we’re not trapped.

Life can be hard. That’s always been
true. Avoiding all difficulty and dis-
agreement isn’t possible or desirable.

But when I think about the relent-
lessness that’s jangling so many of our
minds right now, I think: We need to
build better partitions. Look for ways
to create a sense of space in our lives,
free of the relentless noise.

Some days that relief is as simple —
and as hard — as turning off all the
media and going outside to look at
trees, even if the sky is gray.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com

A hand on a mural appears to reach for a pedestrian Wednesday on Harrison Street near Wabash Avenue in Chicago. 
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Where do we find relief in a
relentlessly jangling world? 

Mary Schmich 

The incessant noise can make us feel like 
hostages, trapped by forces over which we have
no control. How to escape? And to where? 
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A day after unveiling a massive restruc-
turing, interim Chicago police Superintend-
ent Charlie Beck announced the biggest
shake-up in the department’s command
staff in years, moving more than 30 people
into new positions.

The sweeping changes were prompted by
a reorganization that shifted hundreds of
specialized officers and detectives to patrol
districts to better combat violence in the
city’s neighborhoods. Beck’s plan also cre-
ated a new office of equal stature to carry
policing reforms required by a federal
consent decree.

On the crime-fighting end, much of the
responsibility falls on a deputy chief in each
of five geographical areas, as well as the
commanders in the city’s 22 districts.

But the sweeping change was not without
hiccups. The department in a news release
named Felipe Garcia the new commander of
the South Chicago District. But the decision
was rescinded Friday after reporters began
asking questions about Garcia’s unusual rise
up the ranks. 

As a rank-and-file officer, he had been
appointed to then-Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s
security detail. Later, he was promoted to

commander of the security team, skipping
over the ranks of sergeant, lieutenant and
captain. When Emanuel left office last May,
he acted as the Police Department’s liaison
to the city’s Office of Emergency Manage-
ment and Communications — a command-
er-level post.

Police spokesman Anthony Guglielmi
earlier Friday acknowledged that Beck had
“grappled” with the decision of giving
Garcia such a high-profile post, but ulti-
mately felt “high confidence” in Garcia
leading a district in which shootings jumped
by more than 30% in 2019 — a year that
otherwise saw declines in violence citywide.

But by Friday night, Guglielmi said in a
statement that Garcia would not be taking
the post. Beck appointed Lt. Robert Rubio, a
25-year department veteran who headed a
gang enforcement unit, to command the
district instead.

“Following a reassessment by Command
Staff, Supt. Beck has decided to leave Cmdr.
Garcia in his capacity at OEMC,” Guglielmi
wrote. “Cmdr. Garcia has extensive experi-
ence in these large-scale activations and he
will continue to serve the Department to
ensure the coordination and collaboration
for joint operations at major events.”

Among other changes, Ernest Cato was
named deputy chief of Area 4, one of the
most violent parts of the city that covers the
Ogden, Austin and Harrison Districts on the
West Side. The 29-year department veteran

most recently served as a deputy chief
overseeing patrol operations in nine dis-
tricts that covered the North, Northwest and
West sides. He also once served as the
commander of the Austin District.

Eric Carter, a 27-year department veteran
and a longtime member of the command
staff, was promoted to chief of the new
Counter-terrorism and Special Operations
bureau, overseeing SWAT, the bomb squad,
the Intelligence Unit and joint task forces
with the FBI. He will also be in charge of
counterterrorism efforts at O’Hare and
Midway airports and throughout the CTA
“L” system.

Brendan Deenihan was promoted to
chief of detectives after holding the bureau’s
No. 2 post in recent years. The 22-year
department veteran will oversee, among
other things, a new citywide homicide
detective unit and detectives who investi-
gate financial crimes, auto thefts and arson.
He will also be in charge of units that work
with the federal law enforcement and focus
on long-term gang, narcotic and gun-
trafficking investigations.

Aside from Rubio’s appointment, Beck
replaced the commanders in seven of the 22
districts. 

One of those new commanders, Jacob
Alderden of the Central District, which
covers the Loop and South Loop areas, was
among a group of officers who received the
city’s highest honors for heroism for their

response to the 2018 shooting at Mercy
Hospital & Medical Center that claimed the
lives of Tamara O’Neal, an emergency room
doctor; Dayna Less, a pharmacist; and
Chicago police Officer Samuel Jimenez.

To carry out reforms in the fallout over
the fatal police shooting of 17-year-old
Laquan McDonald, Beck created the Office
of Constitutional Policing and Reform, and
promoted Deputy Superintendent Barbara
West to its head, making her the highest-
ranking African American woman in the
department’s history.

Her No. 2 in charge will be James
O’Donnell, a 33-year department veteran
who most recently served as a deputy chief
responding to major incidents around the
city. He previously worked as commander of
the Chicago Lawn District in October 2014
when McDonald was shot 16 times by an
officer as the teen walked away from police
with a knife in his hand in the Southwest
Side district.

O’Donnell, however, was not implicated
in any wrongdoing in investigations of
officers’ conduct that night.

In a statement, Beck lauded O’Donnell’s
experience, saying in part that he has
“institutional knowledge of departmental
policy and street operations,” and his
“unwavering commitment to ethical polic-
ing positions him to be a formidable leader.”

Chicago Tribune’s Gregory Pratt contributed.

Beck announces command staff shake-up
Sweeping changes at CPD
prompted by restructuring 

By Jeremy Gorner

Illinois State Police on Wednesday ex-
ecuted a search warrant at the Capitol
offices of Democratic House Speaker
Michael Madigan as part of an ongoing
investigation into a former state lawmaker
suspected of sexual misconduct.

The state police investigation stems from
a November 2018 complaint that alleged a
former Illinois state representative sexually
harassed an employee, according to a news
release from Madigan’s office. The search
warrant, which Madigan’s office released to
the Tribune in response to a Freedom of
Information Act request, identifies the
former lawmaker as Democratic McHenry
County Board Chairman Jack Franks.

The warrant alleges Franks is suspected
of sex crimes, stalking, battery and official
misconduct. Franks denied any wrong-
doing to the Chicago Sun-Times, which first
reported the investigation, and said he “was
unaware of the search warrant and has not
been notified by ‘anyone about any matter,’”
according to the newspaper.

Franks, of Marengo, did not respond to
several messages the Tribune left seeking
comment.

“After receiving a report of alleged sexual
harassment, my office immediately took
steps to protect the alleged victim and
conducted an investigation,” Madigan said
in a statement.

Three months after receiving the initial
complaint, Madigan’s office concluded the
allegations were credible, the release said.
His office then took additional steps to
protect the alleged victim and barred the
former lawmaker from entering the Capitol
without a security escort, the release said.

On Jan. 24, five days before the search
warrant was executed, Illinois State Police
contacted Madigan’s office to request its
investigation records, the release said. A
Sangamon County judge signed the search
warrant Wednesday afternoon, the same
day Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker gave his
State of the State speech.

State police executed the search warrant
at Madigan’s office to “expedite receipt of
documents,” and the sought-after docu-
ments were immediately handed over to
the authorities, the release said.

Madigan’s office has been under scrutiny
stemming from #MeToo related scandals at
the Capitol, and the speaker has split with
several aides and longtime allies as a result.
Madigan also has admitted he failed to do
enough to address the culture of sexual
harassment at the Capitol.

Last August, an outside investigation into
Madigan’s office and the Democratic cau-
cus he controls found people across the
Capitol repeatedly faced sexual harassment
and bullying, and feared retaliation if they
spoke out. Pritzker last year signed into law
sweeping sexual harassment legislation
that extends protections against harass-
ment and discrimination to public- and
private-sector workplaces statewide.

Franks was a member of the Illinois
House from 1999 to 2017 and is currently
the McHenry County Board chairman.

In his statement Friday, Madigan said his
office has “taken significant steps” for
people to file sexual harassment complaints.

“I remain committed to better protecting
employees and ensuring a safe and support-
ive workplace for all,” Madigan said.

State police
search office
of Madigan
during probe
Records sought as former
state lawmaker accused of
sexually harassing employee

By Javonte Anderson

Elijah Powell was determined to live
his life fully, to achieve his goals in spite
of his sickle cell diagnosis. He was
known for declaring: “I have sickle cell,
but sickle cell doesn’t have me.”

On Jan. 14, early in the morning,
Powell died due to complications from
his sickle cell disease. He turned 25 two
days before his death.

The ongoing snow didn’t stop fam-
ily, friends, fraternity brothers and
sickle cell disease advocates from
filling the pews at his service to honor
his life Jan. 25 at West Point Mission-
ary Baptist Church on Chicago’s South
Side.

Sickle cell disease, given its name for
the abnormal C-shape the red blood
cells take, occurs when there’s a
genetic mutation in a person’s hemo-
globin, the protein source in red blood
cells responsible for carrying oxygen
throughout the blood, according to the
American Society of Hematology.

Excruciating pain is a hallmark
problem of the illness.

Powell, who was a Hyde Park native,
was diagnosed with sickle cell disease
at 2 months old. At the end of 2019, he
spoke with the Tribune about what it
meant being a young black man living
with the illness. He described the pain
crisis as “beating you with a bat, or
setting you on fire, and you can’t do
anything,” and said it was hard having
sickle cell because of how the condi-
tion depleted his body.

“The illness itself drains you and
naturally makes you weaker,” said
Powell, who mentioned he wasn’t as
masculine as he’d like to be, a common
sentiment among men with the illness.
“Most black men, they’re strong and

able to do a lot of stuff, but we can’t do
as much because our body is weak and
our organs are breaking down and
being attacked by sickle cell disease on
a daily basis.”

Powell worked to bring more atten-
tion to sickle cell because awareness of
the illness, and the people it affects,
was “not out there enough,” he said. “It
still needs a lot more funding.”

TaLana Hughes, executive director
of Sickle Cell Disease Association of
Illinois, said they’re “advocating all the
time,” particularly fundraising and
securing grants, since her organization
does not receive any state funding, she
said. She feels that the stigma of sickle
cell being “a black disease” is part of the
reason it doesn’t get as many resources.

“Over the years, instead of (sickle
cell) having the description of being a
genetic disorder, because that’s what it
is — meaning, genetically anybody can
pass it down — it’s been called a ‘black
disease,’ ” she said. “It’s like, ‘Oh, that’s
a black problem so the black people
need to figure out how to fix that,’ kind
of thing.”

Despite the social justice, race dis-
parities and stigmas associated with
sickle cell disease, on top of the pain,
Powell persevered and accomplished
the goals he set for himself.

He graduated from Kenwood High
School Academy, then went on to
Morehouse College in Atlanta. He
earned a biology degree from the men’s
college in 2017. In March 2019, Powell
achieved his dream of becoming a
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Incorporated, a historically black fra-
ternity with notable members such as
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Karen Calloway, Kenwood’s princi-
pal who has been an administrator at

the school for 19 years, hired Powell
right out of college to be a freshman
on-track coordinator. She knew him
from his time as a student there, and
“he was just as spirited as he was
before he passed,” she said.

“Elijah was really driven, kind and
determined,” said Calloway. “As a high
school student, he shot for the stars. He
said he was going (away) to college,
which was a concern because all his
medical doctors were here. I thought it
was a great opportunity for him, and I
kept up with him over the years.”

In his role at Kenwood, Powell
worked with and supported students
in science. Calloway thought this
would be a good fit since Powell was
interested in medical research and
learning about his own illness.

“Elijah worked with mainly black
males, and mentoring them around
science,” she said, “and they are passing
today just because of his effort.”

Before Powell became ill and was
hospitalized before his death, Cal-
loway and other staff members cele-
brated his good work. The science
teachers told Calloway what a differ-
ence they saw in the students because
of Powell’s commitment, said Cal-
loway.

“He wanted to be purposeful, that
was very important to him: being
impactful and helping other students
achieve what he achieved,” said Cal-
loway. “He was often in pain physically,
but it just never stopped him.”

Underclassmen at Kenwood are
working to keep Powell’s spirit alive by
making a mural of him, as well as
establishing a scholarship in his name,
among other things. They also plan to
participate in the sickle cell walkathon,
said Calloway.

“He’s severely missed,” she said. “He
gives our kids inspiration. His spirit
lives on with us at Kenwood.”

chrjohnson@chicagotribune.com

Elijah Powell, seen at Kenwood Academy on Dec. 4 at then-age 24, suffered from sickle cell disease and died on Jan. 14. 
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‘I have sickle cell, but
sickle cell doesn’t have me’
Chicago’s Powell, who worked to raise
awareness, dies due to complications
By Christen A. Johnson
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Six women who worked
at Hinsdale South High
School for at least 18 years
filed a lawsuit against Ster-
igenics, alleging they con-
tracted cancer because of
ethylene oxide emissions
from the company’s plant in
Willowbrook.

The lawsuit, filed
Dec. 26, marked the 76th
one filed against the ster-
ilization company since the
controversy over the plant’s
emissions of the toxic gas
began in 2018, said Bryce
Hensley, an attorney with
the firm Romanucci and
Blandin, which a circuit
court judge appointed lead
counsel for the lawsuits.
More lawsuits likely are to
come, he said.

Carol L. Hanley, a Clar-
endon Hills resident who is
one of the six to file the
latest lawsuit, said she was
diagnosed with breast can-
cer this past August. She
now is receiving daily radi-
ation treatments after hav-
ing a partial mastectomy.

“I’m devastated,” Hanley
said of her cancer diagnosis.
“It has changed my life
completely.”

Hanley said she worked
as a French and Spanish
teacher from 1980 to 2002
at Hinsdale South, 7401 S.
Clarendon Hills Road, Dari-
en, which is less than a mile
from the Sterigenics plant
in Willowbrook.

She recalled recently
how she liked to have the
windows open in her class-
room because of a lack of air
conditioning and, as a spon-
sor of homecoming activ-
ities, she often was outside
while the plant was in
operation.

Since her surgery last
year, she said she cannot
walk her two dogs at the
same time because her left

side is not strong enough.
She did not put up all her

Christmas decorations be-
cause, she said, she could
not carry them down from
the second floor. She also
has not been able to travel
like she would like, she said.

Former Hinsdale South
teachers Jeanne Conrad-
DeBroeck, of Lisle; Rose
Keppler, of Highland; and
Mary Margaret Eskey, Mar-
guerite Vahldieck and for-
mer counselor Carol Tufo,
all of Naperville, have joined
Hanley in the lawsuit.

The complaint states Es-
key has a type of lymphoma
that affects white blood
cells. The other women
have all been diagnosed
with breast cancer.

Sterigenics’ operations
manager and maintenance
supervisor, Sotera Health
(formerly known as

Sterigenics International)
and GTCR, a private invest-
ment firm that acquired
Sterigenics International in
2011, also are named as
defendants in the lawsuit,
along with Sterigenics U.S.

In a statement emailed
from Sterigenics’ communi-
cations firm, Sard Verbin-
nen and Co., the company
said it empathizes with any-
one dealing with cancer but
that the company is confi-
dent it is not responsible for
causing the illnesses alleged
in any lawsuit.

“We operate safely to
sterilize vital medical prod-
ucts and have consistently
complied with and outper-
formed applicable regula-
tions,” the company said.
“We intend to vigorously
defend against unfounded
and meritless claims.”

About 20 law firms are

representing people who
have filed suits against Ster-
igenics related to the com-
pany’s operations in Wil-
lowbrook, Hensley said.

He said that despite the
more than six dozen law-
suits that have been filed,
it’s unlikely the individual
claims will become a class
action suit.

“There are too many dif-
ferences between each indi-
vidual case,” Hensley said.

The people involved have
had different levels of expo-
sure to ethylene oxide dur-
ing different periods, differ-
ent illnesses and different
treatments, he said. Each
case is expected to proceed
as a separate personal injury
trial with a jury.

“It’s likely more cases
will be filed,” Hensley said.
“Thousands of people live
in the Willowbrook area.”

Ethylene oxide was add-
ed to the federal list of
carcinogens in 1985. It has
been used in an industrial
area of Willowbrook since
1984, when Griffith Labora-
tories built a sterilization
facility in the village.

In 1999, a Belgium-based
technology firm acquired
Griffith MicroScience and
Sterigenics International
and merged the two compa-
nies, according to Sterigen-
ics’ website.

In February 2019, the
Illinois Environmental Pro-
tection Agency closed the
Sterigenics facilities after
concerns were raised about
the plants’ ethylene oxide
emissions. This past Sep-
tember, the company an-
nounced it would not try to
reopen in Willowbrook.

The lawsuits against
Sterigenics cite the latest

National Air Toxics Assess-
ment from the U.S. EPA,
which in 2018 reported that
the Willowbrook area is
among several dozen
nationwide where the risk
of developing cancer from
breathing toxic air pollution
over a lifetime exceeds
agency guidelines.

The lawsuits claim com-
pany officials were negli-
gent in their operations at
Sterigenics, including fail-
ure to supervise and train
employees on how to con-
trol, monitor and dispose of
hazardous materials, in-
cluding ethylene oxide.

“Our clients seek dam-
ages for personal injuries,
medical bills, (and) in some
cases, lost wages, pain and
suffering, mental anguish,
disability, disfigurement, re-
duced life expectancy and
loss of normal life,” said
Scott Entin, an attorney
with Miner, Barnhill and
Galland, one of the law
firms representing the
group of six former Hins-
dale South employees.

Although the Sterigenics
plant was in DuPage
County, the cases will be
heard in Cook County be-
cause, among other reasons,
GTCR is based in Cook and
some of the employees
named as defendants live in
Cook, Hensley said.

To streamline pre-trial
motions and filings, the
lawsuits have been consoli-
dated in Judge Christopher
Lawler’s courtroom in Chi-
cago.

“We have only just begun
the discovery process,”
Entin said.

The discovery process,
which involves obtaining
documents, records and tes-
timony, easily can take a
year, according to Hensley.

“In some cases, it can
take multiple years,” he said.

The plaintiffs’ attorneys
say they want to bring their
cases to trial as soon as
possible. But it remains un-
certain on how long that
process will take.

Lawyer: 76 suits filed over chemical emissions
Sterigenics plant in
Willowbrook likely
to face more claims
By Kimberly Fornek

Six former Hinsdale South employees have sued Sterigenics over ethylene oxide emissions from its Willowbrook plant.
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I would be a cheerleader
for Donald Trump’s acquit-
tal …

If you could show me
how the “deep state”
forged the Government
Accountability Office’s
report that determined
that withholding
$40,000,000 in military aid
to Ukraine was illegal.

And if Alan Dershowitz
could explain over coffee
and bagels the legal rea-
soning that allowed him to
both argue that Bill Clinton
didn’t have to commit a
crime to be impeached —
and that Trump can’t be
impeached because he
didn’t break the law.

Ditto if you could point
me to the jurisprudence
that set independent coun-
sel Kenneth Starr to spin-
ning around like a top. As a
special investigator search-
ing for Clinton’s misdeeds,
he said impeachment
doesn’t require commis-
sion of a crime. As Trump’s
lawyer, he says that it does.

I’d be pulling for Trump
if I thought he wanted to

borrow a lawn mower
when he told the Ukrain-
ian president: “I would like
you do us a favor.”

I might believe Trump’s
denial of ever meeting Lev
Parnas — who spilled the
beans about the president’s
determination to ax the
U.S. ambassador to
Ukraine — but there’s a
tape of the president and
Parnas discussing Ambas-
sador Marie Louise
Yovanovitch. On it, Trump
orders: “Take her out.”

I might have no problem
with Trump outsourcing
his Ukraine policy. Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt
mistrusted the State De-
partment and made a
social worker, Harry Hop-
kins, his chief adviser on
foreign affairs. But putting
a delicate assignment in
the hands of Rudy Giu-
liani? Someone who is
convinced that the gizmo
that hacked Hillary Clin-
ton’s emails is stashed
somewhere in Ukraine?

I might think acquittal
was fair if you could show
me that some Svengali
mesmerized these six
government workers who
testified about what hap-
pened: Fiona Hill, a former
member of the National
Security Council; NSC
member Alexander Vind-
man; David Holmes, who

worked at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Ukraine; Gordon
Sondland, ambassador to
the European Union and a
big donor to Trump’s cam-
paign; Laura Cooper, a
Defense Department offi-
cial; and William Taylor,
the acting ambassador to
Ukraine.

Perhaps a hypnotist said:
“When I snap my fingers,
you will all go to the im-
peachment committee and
spin a web of lies about
Trump putting the muscle
on Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy.”

Hill, as you may recall,
testified that it was a perni-
cious “fictional narrative”
to theorize that it was
Ukraine — not Russia —
that interfered with the
2016 election.

Holmes testified he
heard Sondland tell Trump
that Zelenskiy would do
“anything you ask him to.”
Sondland testified he told
Zelenskiy’s right-hand
man that investigating
former Vice President Joe
Biden was the prerequisite
to unlocking U.S. military
aid. Sondland also testified
that Trump was more
interested in an announce-
ment that Biden was being
investigated than the inves-
tigation itself.

Vindman testified that
he listened to the phone

call when Trump asked
Zelenskiy for a favor. Vind-
man reported his concerns
to an NSC attorney who
put the record of the phone
call in a super-secret ar-
chive.

Taylor testified that
Holmes told him about
hearing Sondland’s phone
call to Trump.

Cooper testified that she
told Kurt Volker, U.S. spe-
cial representative for
Ukraine, that the Ukraini-
ans were concerned about
the embargoed funds. They
were hard-pressed to hold
off Russian aggression.
Volker said he was working
to resolve the impasse by
having the Ukrainians
announce the investigation
of Biden that Trump de-
manded.

Did all those folks par-
ticipate in a nefarious plot
to bring the president
down? Or did they collec-
tively bear witness to
Trump’s plot to smear
Biden by pressuring Zelen-
skiy to come up with some
evidence that Biden and
his son were corrupt? By
Trump’s theory, Biden had
demanded that a Ukrain-
ian prosecutor be fired
because he had the goods
on Biden’s son, who did
business in Ukraine. But
other nations’ officials
joined Biden in charging

the prosecutor with cor-
ruption.

So there you have it, the
facts that would stand in
the way of my voting for
acquittal, were I a senator.
But there’s one more thing.
Some jurors like to size up
a defendant’s character
before rendering a verdict.

Consider Trump’s: He
thinks his celebrity entitles
him to paw women. Like a
schoolyard bully, he tags
rivals with insulting nick-
names. Shifty Schiff. Lying
Hillary. Sleepy Biden.

He called African na-
tions filthy names. He
claimed to know more
about ISIS than the gener-
als. He can’t abide Greta
Thunberg’s fame as a
teenage environment activ-
ist.

He cruelly mimicked a
disabled reporter. He said
Mexico was shipping rap-
ists and drug dealers to the
U.S. He called Puerto Ri-
cans who were reeling
from natural disaster too
feckless to fend for them-
selves. He demeaned John
McCain, who survived
years of torture in a Viet-
namese prison.

Does that sound like a
man who should be taken
at his word?

rgrossman@chicago
tribune.com

As a special investigator searching for Bill Clinton’s misdeeds, Kenneth Starr said impeachment doesn’t require commission of a crime. 

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES 

What would it take to get me to acquit?

Ron Grossman 

As I watched Republi-
cans in President Donald
Trump’s impeachment
trial enthusiastically lubri-
cate America’s slippery
slope from democracy to
dictatorship, I packed my
bags for the journalist
gulags at Guantanamo Bay,
glanced back at the week
and asked: “What the
(BLEEP) just happened?”

GOP, with Dershowitz
assist, says Trump can
do as he pleases: Presi-
dent Donald Trump
doesn’t ask much from his
Republican supporters.
Just absolute fealty, adora-
tion and daily worship at
an altar shaped like his
butt.

So it was that Senate
Republicans contorted the
remnants of their integrity
into pretzels during the
president’s impeachment
trial, nodding dutifully as
arguments that once
would’ve made a conserva-
tive’s head explode were
made to defend King
Trump.

Alan Dershowitz, one of
Trump’s lawyers and now
a parody version of a re-
spected attorney, said
Wednesday: “Every public
official that I know be-
lieves that his election is in
the public interest. And if a
president does something,
which he believes will help
him get elected in the
public interest, that cannot

be the kind of quid pro quo
that results in impeach-
ment.”

It’s the kind of argument
authoritarians love to hear.
On Thursday, Dershowitz
tried to say his direct quote
from the trial was being
“distorted,” which makes
about as much sense as the
initial argument. (Words.
Do they really mean any-
thing anyway?)

Appearing in the week’s
“Imagine if Barack Obama
Had Said This” file, Repub-
lican Senate Intelligence
Committee Chairman
Richard Burr, of North
Carolina, acknowledged he
has “no problem” with a
politician getting damag-
ing information on a politi-
cal opponent from a for-
eign country.

That lines up well with
the lesser known part of
the Federalist Papers titled,
“Foreign Election Interfer-
ence Rocks!”

Meanwhile, in an effort
to make pretty much
everyone’s brain say,
“That’s it, I’m outta here,”
Justice Department law-
yers went to federal court
Thursday to say a presi-
dent can be impeached for
the very thing Trump’s
attorneys in the Senate
trial are saying he can’t be
impeached over.

Make sense? No, of
course it doesn’t. None of
this makes sense.

The Justice Department
is fighting House subpoe-
nas related to the Trump
administration’s failed
attempt to add a citi-
zenship question to the
2020 census. Their argu-
ment is that Congress can’t
use the courts to enforce
subpoenas. On Thursday,

one of the Justice Depart-
ment attorneys told the
judge a better tool for
Congress would be, among
other things, impeach-
ment.

In the Senate, Trump
faces an obstruction of
justice charge for not com-
plying with House subpoe-
nas. The argument there is
the president CAN’T be
impeached for not comply-
ing with congressional
subpoenas.

So, you see, impeach-
ment is the best tool
against a president who
won’t comply with sub-
poenas, but a president
can’t be impeached for not
complying with subpoe-
nas. It’s like saying the best
way to save someone is to
throw a life preserver
while also saying throwing
life preservers is strictly
forbidden.

I imagine that’s why it
feels like we’re all drown-
ing.

Smollett snooping for
dirt in already dirty

case: In what I’ve dubbed
“The Stupid Case That
Will Never Get Sorted
Out,” actor Jussie Smollett
has dispatched his attor-
neys to look for dirt on
former Chicago police
Superintendent Eddie
Johnson, who was given
the boot last month.

A Tribune report de-
scribed this development
as “an apparent attempt to
paint Johnson as untrust-
worthy as part of Smol-
lett’s countersuit against
the city’s attempt to collect
overtime pay incurred by
police during its investiga-
tion last year into the then-
‘Empire’ actor’s claim that
he had been beaten in a
racist and homophobic
attack.”

That whole sentence
makes me want to move
into the forest and never
come out.

Thanks to State’s Attor-
ney Kim Foxx’s ham-han-
ded and secretive handling
of the case, in which
charges that Smollett faked
the crime were abruptly
dropped, we still have no
full account of what hap-
pened.

If anyone would like to
join me in the forest, my
tree is always open.

Pritzker seeks corrup-
tion, should look under
every Democrat: In his
State of the State address,
Democratic Gov. J.B.
Pritzker said Illinois law-
makers need to combat
political corruption and
“restore the public’s trust
in our government.”

He pledged to root out
“greed and corruption.”

That’s easy. All the gov-
ernor needs to do is lift up

a couple Illinois Demo-
crats, and he’ll find some.
Then maybe check in one
of the toilets he had re-
moved from his “second
mansion” to save on prop-
erty taxes. I bet there’s still
a little greed and corrup-
tion swirling around in
there.

Super Bowl: It’s Super
Bowl weekend, a true
American tradition cen-
tered around eating meats
wrapped in other meats
while watching large,
sweaty men collide for our
entertainment.

The Kansas City Chiefs
are vying for the team’s
first Super Bowl title in 50
years, and the San Fran-
cisco 49ers are hoping to
overcome an injury to
starting quarterback
Nancy Pelosi and bring the
storied franchise its 80th
(give or take a few) cham-
pionship.

While the 49ers de-
fense, anchored by “large
man who could beat me
up” and “other large man
who could beat me up,” is
formidable, I think the
Chiefs have the edge with
their vaunted offense,
which regularly tosses
racks of Kansas City bar-
becue ribs onto the field,
distracting the defensive
linemen long enough to
sneak past them and score.

All my money, of which
I have none, will be placed
on Kansas City to win. The
final score will be 143-111
(this is basketball, right?)
and the MVP will go to me
for eating all the Cheetos
before my kids get to them.

rhuppke@chicagotribune.
com

Senate Republicans sign off on Trump dictatorship

Rex W. Huppke 

Alan Dershowitz serves on

President Donald Trump’s

legal team at his Senate

impeachment trial. 

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP 

Two former White Sox
ticket sellers have been
charged in federal court in
Chicago with a scheme to
sell thousands of fraudu-
lently created game tickets
through a fence on the
online resale forum Stub-
Hub, costing the club at
least $1 million.

A 14-count indictment
made public Friday alleged
that James Costello and
William O’Neil used identi-
fication codes belonging to
other White Sox employees
to generate complimentary
and discount game tickets
in exchange for cash pay-
ments without receiving
the required vouchers.

Costello and O’Neil then
provided the tickets to
ticket broker Bruce Lee,
their middleman, who sold
them on StubHub at prices
below face value, the
charges allege.

Lee owned the Chicago-
based brokerage Great Tick-
ets.

Lee earned more than
$860,000 by selling nearly
35,000 tickets over four
baseball seasons from 2016
to 2019, the charges allege.

In the indictment, which
was returned Thursday,
Lee, 34 and of Chicago, was
charged with 11 counts of
wire fraud and two counts
of money laundering.

Costello, 66 and of New
Lenox, was charged with
one count of wire fraud and
O’Neil, 51, also of New
Lenox, was charged with
making a false statement to
the FBI.

Because of their alleged
scheme, the White Sox lost
about $1 million.

An arraignment date has
not yet been set.

Back in late December
2018, Lee had gotten in the
feds’ crosshairs when
White Sox officials spotted
the mind-boggling number
of tickets he was selling and
realized something was
amiss.

According to the affi-
davit, the White Sox analyt-
ics team first noticed the
strange anomaly in data
shared between StubHub
and the team through a
partnership with Major
League Baseball.

The number of tickets
sold by Lee through Stub-
Hub stood out because it
was thousands of times
greater than anyone else on
the site, according to the
affidavit. 

In 2018 alone, for exam-
ple, he sold at least 11,000
White Sox tickets on the
site — 10,871 more than his
closest competitor, the
document said.

But it wasn’t only the
massive volume of tickets
that alerted the White Sox
front office — nearly all the
tickets Lee sold involved
complimentary “ticket
vouchers’’ given by the team
to friends and family of the
players, youth groups and
commercial sponsors, the
records show.

Seeing the irregularity
caused a senior team vice
president to suspect Lee
was getting inside help, so
the vice president con-
tacted the FBI.

The White Sox also
found evidence that Lee
was able to use inside infor-
mation to capitalize on fan
interest in a particular
game, according to the FBI
document.

For example, just hours
after the White Sox an-
nounced in August 2018
that highly regarded rookie
pitcher Michael Kopech
was going to make his debut
against the Minnesota
Twins, Lee began posting
tickets to the game for sale,
winding up with more than
500 sales. Online baseball
records show the official
attendance for the Tuesday
night game totaled 23,133.

Despite the ongoing
probe, it appeared Lee had
continued to sell tickets to
sporting events around Chi-
cago. 

In September, he adver-
tised tickets to the Chicago
Bears game with the Green
Bay Packers at Soldier Field
on a Facebook page bearing
the same name as the email
address searched by the
FBI.

rsobol@chicagotribune.com
jmeisner@chicagotribune
.com

3 men face
charges in
White Sox
ticket scam
By Rosemary Sobol
and Jason Meisner
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

Two cases of coronavirus
have been confirmed in
Illinois. A man in his 60s
caught the virus from his
wife, a Chicago woman
who contracted co-
ronavirus while in China.
This was the first instance
in the U.S. where the dis-
ease spread from one per-
son to another, according to
health officials.

Local health experts say
that while the risk of Illinois
residents catching the virus
is low, they’re still taking
steps to contain its spread.
As of Friday, seven people
nationwide had tested pos-
itive for coronavirus, 114
had tested negative and
another 121 tests were
pending, according to the
CDC. 

While the World Health
Organization has called co-
ronavirus a “global health
emergency,” many medical
providers in the U.S. note
that the flu is still a far more

ubiquitous and dangerous
threat here.

Emma Yu, executive di-
rector of the Chicago Chi-
natown Chamber of Com-
merce, said she hasn’t heard
of any businesses in China-
town being discriminated
against due to coronavirus,
noting that “the non-Chi-
nese who visit Chinatown
to eat and shop are usually
friendly.”

Yet she recounted a case
where two DePaul Uni-
versity students from China
were on a CTA train re-
cently, wearing surgical
masks as a precaution
against contracting co-
ronavirus.

Yu said she was told
another rider approached
the students and chastised
them for “bringing the virus
to the U.S.”

eleventis@chicagotribune.
com
Twitter @angie_leventis

When John Lee went to a
local barbershop as a first-
time customer on Thursday,
the staff’s initial inquiry had
nothing to do with his
hairstyle, he recalled. 

“The first question to me
was, ‘Are you from China?’ ”
he said. “That was the start
of the conversation.”

The 43-year-old from
northwest suburban Pala-
tine said the question about
his nationality — in the
midst of the recent co-
ronavirus outbreak in China
— took him aback. 

He said he explained to
the stylist that he’s Korean
American and had immi-
grated here some 15 years
ago. While Lee said he’s

compassionate about
mounting anxiety sur-
rounding the new virus that
originated in Wuhan, China
— hundreds of miles from
the nation of his birth — he
still found the question
about where he was from
offensive.

Even as U.S. officials
declared coronavirus a
public health emergency
Friday, medical experts
with the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion cautioned against dis-
crimination and xenopho-
bia stemming from angst
spurred by the new respi-
ratory disease.

“Please do not let fear or
panic guide your actions,”
said Dr. Nancy Messonnier,
director of the agency’s Na-
tional Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Dis-
eases, at a news conference
Friday. “For example, please
do not assume that just
because someone is of Asian

descent that they have this
new coronavirus.”

Yet news reports and
social media posts indicate a
rise in cases of discrimi-
nation and bigoted rhetoric
linked to coronavirus in the
U.S. and across the globe.

Officials with the Uni-
versity of California at
Berkeley apologized on
Thursday after its health
center posted on Instagram
a graphic listing “common
reactions” to the co-
ronavirus outbreak, includ-
ing “xenophobia: fears
about interacting with
those who might be from
Asia and guilt about those
feelings.”

The graphic drew in-
tense backlash on social
media, with one Twitter
user commenting, “Out-
breaks are not an excuse to
normalize xenophobia. Cri-
sis should not erase our
humanity.”

A Canadian physician in

a tweet on Wednesday de-
scribed the prejudice her
child faced.

“Today my son was cor-
nered at school by kids who
wanted to ‘test’ him for
coronavirus just because he
is half-Chinese,” the doctor
tweeted. “They chased him.
Scared him. And made him
cry.”

A Reuters news report
from several Asian coun-
tries described anti-China
sentiment overseas, includ-
ing “shops barring entry to
Chinese tourists, online vit-
riol mocking the country’s
exotic meat trade and sur-
prise health checks on for-
eign workers.”

Locally, under a Chicago
Tribune story on co-
ronavirus posted on Face-
book, one commenter refer-
enced “bat soup,” which
some internet conspiracy
theorists have falsely
claimed as the origin of the
virus.

No ‘excuse to normalize xenophobia’
Officials denounce
bigoted rhetoric as
illness anxiety rises 
By Angie Leventis
Lourgos

confirmed case of person-
to-person transmission in
the U.S. Both are in isola-
tion in stable condition at
Amita Health St. Alexius
Medical Center in Hoff-
man Estates.

To limit the spread of the
novel coronavirus beyond
the two confirmed cases in
Chicago, about 100 public
health employees at vari-
ous agencies are meticu-
lously tracking anyone who
came into contact with the
couple, said Dr. Allison
Arwady, commissioner of
the Chicago Department of
Public Health.

The department is work-
ing with several other local,
state and federal agencies
to monitor those who came
in contact with the couple,
she said, and responding on
a case-by-case basis.

Public health officials
have said there are 21
Illinois residents they are
closely monitoring who
could have the virus. Those
with symptoms, which in-
cludes fever and cough, are
in isolation. Arwady said
Friday that number could
continue to grow, and there
are many others who had
lower levels of contact with
the couple whom public
health officials are also
tracking.

Each person is “tiered,”
according to the level of
contact, and monitored
daily, Arwady said. Close
contact is defined by being
within 6 feet of someone
infected for at least 10
minutes, she said.

They check in with pub-
lic health workers daily by
phone, in-person or
through other means to
report any new symptoms.
Officials then advise them
of any restrictions on a
case-by-case basis, Arwady
said. So far, there’s been no
call to quarantine — mean-
ing isolate someone who
does not display symptoms
— anyone in the Chicago

area who had contact with
someone exposed to the
virus, or those who have
traveled from China in re-
cent weeks.

But officials continue to
track developments, Ar-
wady said, and are ready to
adjust, weighing things like
Friday’s decision by the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention to or-
der a two-week quarantine
for 195 people on a military
base in California who had
just evacuated from
Wuhan, China, the epicen-
ter of the outbreak.

A New England Journal
of Medicine report re-
leased Thursdayshowed
evidence from Germany
that the virus could have
spread before those in-
fected showed symptoms,
unlike MERS or SARS
transmission.

“I think we certainly are
wanting to be careful with
our highest risk contacts …
the highest risk being a
family-type, household
contact,” Arwady said.
“There’s the science and
the art of applying the
science in a way that pro-
tects the public’s health.
For household contacts of
confirmed cases, we will be
more aggressively thinking
about restricting move-
ment. But we’re not ready
to say what exactly that
piece will look like.”

In some outbreaks, in-
volving diseases that can
spread even faster through

limited contact, like mea-
sles, the public often hears
more about where those
infected have been, accord-
ing to experts. But so far,
the spread of this co-
ronavirus in Chicago does
not warrant that kind of
response, Arwady said.

The virus does not linger
in the air like measles, and
the Chicago couple had
limited close contact with
others, she said. Certain
places, such as health care
settings, also allow for a
careful accounting of who
is exposed and for how
long, as opposed to some
public places.

Arwady, who also
worked overseas for the
CDC during MERS and
Ebola outbreaks, said that
while the quick spread of
the virus in China is of
concern, advances in scien-
ce and emergency response
training as well as the
ability to lab test to confirm
the virus in the early days
of the outbreak breed con-
fidence.

“This is the same prac-
tice we use for other com-
municable diseases, and it
is really the best way that
we have to contain ill-
nesses,” she said, adding
that she understands any
public alarm, but that the
outbreak is “one that we
really have been preparing
for.”

“And whatever comes
next after (the current)
coronavirus, we’ll take

lessons learned,” she said.
“That’s just what we do.”

Dr. Maximo Brito, infec-
tious disease specialist and
professor of medicine at
the University of Illinois at
Chicago, said containing an
outbreak always starts with
the person who first
brought the disease to the
area.

That web widens as pub-
lic health investigators learn
who that person has come
into contact with and in
what kind of setting, asking
everyone about their symp-
toms, Brito said, and isolat-
ing when necessary.

“That’s easy to do when
you are in a situation like
here in the U.S. where you
have (fewer cases than
China),” he said.

The cancellation of
some airlines’ flights from
China, a travel ban and
monitoring of passengers’
temperatures at certain air-
ports are also typical ways
to contain disease, Brito
said.

Measures beyond that,
such as a public detailing of
everywhere those infected
have been, or the wearing
of masks by everyday
Americans, are not neces-
sary at this point, experts
said.

Dr. Daniel Lucey, an
adjunct professor at
Georgetown University
and a fellow with the Infec-
tious Disease Society of
America, said the novel
coronavirus reminds him
of the SARS outbreak, but
now there are more re-
sources and knowledge
available. Lucey treated pa-
tients with SARS in To-
ronto during the second
phase of the outbreak in
2003, and he has worked
on infectious disease out-
breaks in various countries
almost every year since.

“Science wasn’t as good
then. It’s just amazing,”
Lucey said of the 2003
SARS epidemic.

But Lucey also said there
were missed opportunities
with the previous SARS
and MERS outbreaks.

“We never developed in

the U.S. or the world … a
single antiviral drug for a
coronavirus,” he said. “Or
any other form of treat-
ment,” like the drugs devel-
oped since the early onset
of Ebola. “If we can do it
there, we should be able to
do it here. But we never did
that in 17 years since
SARS.”

Still, Lucey said, he has
“a lot of optimism” when it
comes to the current out-
break in the U.S., but also
hopes for future advance-
ments in coronavirus treat-
ment.

Arwady said she’s using
knowledge she’s gained
from previous outbreaks,
including past deploy-
ments to Saudi Arabia for
the MERS outbreak and
two trips to Liberia for an
Ebola outbreak — all of
which had varying levels of
resources.

“It’s informed how I
personally think about
CDPH’s response to these
situations,” she said.

Despite its name, there’s
a mystery to public health
among those who don’t
work within it, Arwady
said. “When people think
of health, they think of
health care. It’s very easy to
really forget public health
until you need it and just
how important it is to have
those systems in place.”

Arwady said Chicago
teams have been training
for the response they’ve
delivered in recent days.
That includes needing only
minor tweaks to existing
isolation orders and data
systems for storing health
information on those the
department is tracking, as
well as stockpiles of sup-
plies, and collaboration
among hospitals and other
stakeholders.

“We never want to see
these novel pathogens
emerge, but when they do,
they offer an opportunity
to really make sure we’re
exercising the prepared-
ness,” she said.

kthayer@chicagotribune.
com

Performers wear masks as they march in the Argyle Lunar New Year Parade on Saturday in Chicago. A new virus has sickened thousands in China.
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Dr. Allison Arwady, Chicago Department of Public Health

commissioner, speaks Thursday at the Thompson Center.
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Virus
Continued from Page 1

With only seven con-
firmed cases of respiratory
coronavirus in the U.S., Chi-
cago-area health officials
joined other experts this
week in warning people
they should be much more
concerned about the flu
than the new virus.

At least 15 million people
in the U.S. have contracted
flu illnesses so far this sea-
son, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention. 

More than 180,000 peo-
ple have been hospitalized,
and more than 8,000 have
died so far.

In Illinois alone, more
than 1,300 lab tests have
come back positive for in-
fluenza since the start of the
season, and more than 400
patients have been admitted
to intensive care units as of
Jan. 25.

Earlier this month, a Chi-
cago child died from the flu.
This was the first case of
pediatric flu death in Illi-
nois for the season.

“Coronavirus is some-
thing very serious, but in
this country, the flu is much
more deadly,” said Dr.
Sindhu Kurian Aderson, of
Northwestern Medicine.

Since the first confirmed
cases of coronavirus in the
U.S., including one in Illi-
nois, some area doctors say
they have seen a huge
uptick in the number of
patients asking for flu shots.

Dr. Michael Fitzgerald, of
DuPage Medical Center,
says the coronavirus has
brought greater awareness
to the dangers of the flu.
Now, he’s seeing people go
out of their way to come
into his office for a flu shot.

The flu shot will not
protect you from co-
ronavirus, but there are
other precautions you can
take to help prevent against
any sort of respiratory 
virus.

Doctors have simple sug-
gestions, such as washing
your hands, wiping down
surfaces someone has tou-
ched and covering your
mouth when you cough.

Flu season begins in the
fall, but doctors say it is not
too late to get your flu shot.
The vaccine is especially
important for young chil-
dren and the elderly. The
CDC also recommends chil-
dren under age 2 and adults
over 65 get the pneumococ-
cal vaccination.

Over the past couple of
weeks, Aderson has seen
lots of people come to her
office concerned about the
coronavirus: patients who
have been traveling around
China or even just traveling
through O’Hare’s interna-
tional terminal.

She works to reassure
them unless they have been
in Wuhan, their risk re-
mains low, and the chances
of getting the flu are much
higher.

Doctors
see spike
in flu shot
requests
Patient awareness
rises after US virus
cases confirmed 
By Sophie Sherry
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As the global outbreak
of coronavirus grows, Illi-
nois universities have
gone from urging caution
to shut-down mode.

Some schools have ex-
tensive ties to China, con-
nections that go beyond
recruiting thousands of
Chinese students to local
campuses each year. Some
operate satellite campuses
and centers in the country,
and sponsor multiple trav-
el abroad trips each year.

Much of that activity
now is halting in an effort
to protect students and
staff, both here and in
China. Here’s a closer
look.

University 
of Chicago

The Hyde Park-based
institution has closed its
Center in Beijing and Yu-
en Campus in Hong Kong
at least through Feb. 17,
according to a note this
week from Provost Daniel
Diermeier. A university
spokesperson was not im-
mediately available to pro-
vide more details about
how many people are af-
fected by those closures.

University leaders will
reassess whether to re-
launch programming de-
pending on how the situa-
tion develops, Diermeier
said.

Meanwhile, university
leaders are strongly dis-
couraging any travel to
mainland China and Hong
Kong.

“Because of quarantine
measures that are taking
effect in China and the
U.S., the University may

not be able to effectively
assist travelers attempting
to return from China,”
Diermeier said.

U. of C. officials contin-
ue to urge students here to
contact the campus health
center if they are sick or
have questions and con-
cerns, according to a note
sent to the campus last
week.

Any patient who pre-
sents with respiratory
symptoms and a fever will
be asked if they’ve trav-
eled to the Wuhan area
within the past few weeks
or have been in close
contact with someone
known or suspected to
have been sickened by
coronavirus.

Patients who answer
yes will be given a face
mask and moved into an
isolation room, Dr. Emily
Landon wrote in a Q-
and-A for UChicago Med-
icine. The isolation room
is designed to keep air-
borne germs inside. Then
patients will be tested for
the virus.

Results take about four
days, and patients will
need to remain isolated
until they are cleared by
physicians, Landon said.

Northwestern
University

All university-spon-
sored travel to China is
prohibited for undergrad-
uate and graduate stu-
dents, officials said Friday.
Planned trips to China
during spring break will
be moved to other loca-
tions. 

Spokesman Bob Row-
ley said since Northwest-
ern is on the quarter sys-
tem, winter is not a peak
time for travel and study
abroad to China for its
students. Rowley said no
undergraduates currently
are enrolled in China-
based programs. Only one
graduate student is regis-
tered to conduct research
in China, and that person
has relocated to Hong
Kong.

“We are lucky not to
have to be withdrawing

students from China at
this time because of this
situation,” Rowley said.

Beyond that, Rowley
said, Northwestern lead-
ers are trying to reach out
to its Chinese students on
campus to offer support
for those who have family
back home in China af-
fected by the outbreak.

“We are particularly
concerned about our Chi-
nese students and sent a
message to them in Man-
darin yesterday to let them
know that like all of our
students, their safety and
security is of the utmost
importance to the Uni-
versity,” he said. “Our first
priority is trying to ensure
the safety and security of
all our students, especially
those at risk of contracting
the virus, but that also
means ensuring the safety
and well-being of students
from China here who are
worried about their fam-
ilies and friends back
home and need our sup-
port. We want our com-
munity members to feel
supported and not stigma-
tized.”

University 
of Illinois

All academic programs
to China are suspended
for the spring 2020 se-
mester, Provost Andreas
C. Cangellaris announced
in a campus email Thurs-
day. Students will not be
allowed to travel to China
while the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion advisories are in ef-
fect, Cangellaris said. 

“This decision will af-
fect only a very small
number of students study-
ing with partner universi-
ties in China,” Cangellaris
wrote. “The University of
Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign is in contact with
those students and will
work with them to adjust
their academic plans for
the semester.”

Faculty and staff are not
banned from traveling, but
university officials are
urging them to carefully
consider the federal advis-
ories before traveling.

“The concern is the
spread of the coronavirus,
as well as logistic difficul-
ties experienced as China
implements containment
measures,” Cangellaris
said.

U. of I. has one of the
largest population of Chi-
nese students in the U.S.,
with about 5,900 students
enrolled as of this fall.

Once the virus was
linked to Wuhan, uni-
versity health officials
worked to identify and
contact those students
with ties to the area. Dr.
Bob Parker, director of
the McKinley Health
Center, contacted each
student individually —
about 150 total — to in-
form them about symp-
toms linked to the virus
and urge them to visit the
health center if they were
feeling ill.

Many of them had not
traveled home for winter
break and thus were not at
higher risk of contracting
the virus. For those who
did travel, many have cho-
sen on their own to wear
surgical masks, self-quar-
antine and carefully moni-
tor their health, Parker
said.

Thus far, no students
with ties to Wuhan have
shown signs of sickness.

One person has been
evaluated at the health
center for possible symp-
toms, but physicians de-
termined that person did
not have the illness, Parker
said.

drhodes@chicagotribune.
com

State universities
halting travel plans,
programs in China
By Dawn Rhodes

University lead-
ers are strongly
discouraging
any travel to
mainland China
and Hong Kong.

It has been a year since
the relationship between
Harvest Bible Chapel and
Pastor James MacDonald
began to dissolve.

Since MacDonald’s oust-
er, Harvest has completely
revamped its leadership
team, replacing the single
senior pastor model with an
executive leadership team.
By next month, two
churches, one in Naples,
Florida, and another in
Niles, will have left the
Harvest network, becoming
independent. 

MacDonald, meanwhile,
has stayed out of the lime-
light for months. But right
before the holidays, the lin-
gering aftermath of Mac-
Donald’s contentious de-
parture spilled into court
when the pastor filed a
defamation lawsuit against
Chicago radio personality
Erich “Mancow” Muller.
The pastor contends the
radio show host made false
statements about him, in-
vaded his privacy by re-
leasing a surreptitiously re-
corded conversation on the
air and inflicted emotional
distress. 

Now, Harvest is moving
forward on its new path. A
lead ministry pastor and
operations director are in
place, with the church still
looking to fill a lead teach-
ing pastor role. And with
questions swirling about fi-
nancial oversight, the
church said it has re-
launched its finance com-
mittee, which reports di-
rectly to the new elder
board.

Harvest did not make
church leaders available for
interviews about the organi-
zation’s future. In a detailed
emailed response to ques-
tions from the Tribune, how-
ever, a church spokeswoman
said Harvest’s mission re-
mains the same: to glorify
God in all that they do.

Spokeswoman Sherri
Smith said the church has
about 6,000 members at six
area campuses: the Chicago
Cathedral in the Gold Coast,
Elgin, Rolling Meadows,

Crystal Lake, Aurora and on
Deerfield Road in Highland
Park. A branch in Niles is
becoming the independent
Cityline Bible Church in
February. A church in
Naples, Florida, where a
former pastor was dis-
missed a year ago in a flap
over his concerns about
MacDonald coming to the
church to preach, also is no
longer operating under the
Harvest umbrella.

Smith said this period of
change has taught the
church of “the importance
of plurality in leadership,
the value of greater ac-
countability in structures
and practices, a stronger
focus on being led by the
Holy Spirit, humility in the
understanding of God’s
awesome sovereignty, and
more accessibility of the
leadership to the church
family and vice versa.”

While MacDonald’s lead-
ership style led some to
bristle, he remained an ex-
tremely talented preacher
who attracted thousands
each week to Harvest loca-
tions. He also hosted the
“Walk in the Word” pod-
cast, a series of sermons on
Biblical themes. With Mac-
Donald gone, the church is
recalibrating, but Smith said
Harvest pastors will contin-
ue to deliver “high-impact
worship services” that reso-
nate.

“Harvest continues to
hold a high view of Scrip-
ture and values the pre-
ferred method of expository
Bible teaching,” she wrote.
“We are looking for these
shared values in our next
lead teaching pastor.”

New members have been
attracted to Harvest, Smith
said, for most of the same
reasons that people have
been coming to the church
for years: “proclaiming the
authority of God’s Word
without apology, lifting high
the name of Jesus through
worship, believing firmly in
the power of prayer, sharing
the good news of Jesus with
boldness and enduring in
love as the foundation of all
relationship(s).”

As for MacDonald, in
addition to his pending
lawsuit against Muller, he is
in arbitration with Harvest
regarding the high-profile
separation. MacDonald’s
attorney, Phillip Zisook,

did not make MacDonald
available for an interview,
citing the litigation and an
ongoing arbitration case
with Harvest. In 2000,
Zisook represented former
Chicago Bears player Keith
Van Horne in a lawsuit filed
against Muller that re-
sulted in a $1.6 million
settlement for the football
player.

Both Zisook and Har-
vest’s Smith declined to
answer questions about the
arbitration case, though the
Harvest website says the
church is working with the
Institute of Christian Con-
ciliation to resolve matters.

The defamation lawsuit,
filed in Cook County Circuit
Court in December, brought
back to the surface many of
the issues that played a
central role in MacDonald’s
eventual departure from the
church he helped found in
1988. As some members
began to complain about
MacDonald’s leadership
style, the church racked up
millions of dollars in debt.
While the church was ex-
panding across northern
Illinois, the Midwest and
into Florida, Harvest con-
tinued to operate in the red,
taking out costly mortgages
on property it had received
either for free or at minimal
cost, leading many to won-
der about what was hap-
pening to the money. With
member giving lagging, the
church said in March that it
was dealing with $40 mil-
lion of combined debt.

Muller was at one time a
member of Harvest. As the
situation turned messy at
the church, Muller began to
highlight the issues during
his morning radio show on
WLS-AM and on his pod-
cast, often criticizing Mac-
Donald in his blunt, pas-
sionate style.

MacDonald, in his law-
suit against Muller and his
employer, Cumulus Media,
denies a series of allega-
tions, some of which Muller
discussed on his shows. In
the lawsuit, MacDonald de-
nies accusations that in-
clude soliciting the murder
of a rival, planning to plant
child pornography on the
computer of an adversary
and the sexual assault of a
woman during a mission
trip. He is asking for dam-
ages in excess of $50,000.

MacDonald, in claiming
that Muller violated Illinois
eavesdropping laws, also al-
leges that someone at the
church surreptitiously re-
corded one of his conversa-
tions in which he is heard
disparaging several others.
Muller played portions of
the recording on the air
during his radio show dur-
ing early 2019.

Zisook said the record-
ing, which the suit alleges
was illegally made and then
illegally obtained by Muller,
was indeed MacDonald, but
that the tape did not provide
the context for the pastor’s
comments. Nonetheless,
Zisook said, the recording
was made without Mac-
Donald’s consent, secretly
passed along to Muller and
distributed on the air.

According to the lawsuit,
someone recorded Mac-
Donald speaking inside an
enclosed and soundproof
audio studio at Harvest’s
campus in Elgin by activat-
ing recording equipment,
allowing MacDonald’s con-
versation to be taped. That
person, whom the lawsuit
does not identify, then gave
it to Muller.

“As long as a radio station
has a bully with a micro-
phone, they will have to
exercise supervision and
control,” Zisook said.

A Cumulus spokeswom-
an said the company has no
comment on the lawsuit.

MacDonald, a founding
member of Harvest, was
fired Feb. 13, about a month
after he took a leave from
his preaching and duties at
the church. A statement by
church elders at the time of
his termination cited “con-
duct that the Elders believe
is contrary and harmful to
the best interests of the
church.” The audio record-
ings that Muller played on
his radio show were cited by
church leadership in their
announcement and ap-
peared to be the last straw as
the elders tried to deter-
mine whether MacDonald
and Harvest should remain
together.

At the time, Muller told
the Tribune that MacDon-
ald is “a carnival barker
actor” who was running the
church for his own benefit.

poconnell@chicagotribune.
com

Pastor James MacDonald, center, is in arbitration with Harvest Bible Chapel regarding their high-profile separation.
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A year after high-profile split,
Harvest Bible Chapel revamps
Fired pastor files
defamation lawsuit
against radio host
By Patrick M.
O’Connell
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A Cook County Jail de-
tainee was fatally beaten
overnight while in his cell,
officials said.

At approximately
1:53 a.m., Cook County cor-
rectional officers in Divi-
sion IX found detainee
Pedro Ruiz, 19, unrespon-
sive in his cell with appar-
ent head trauma, according
to Cook County sheriff’s
spokesman Joe Ryan.

“Officers immediately
began lifesaving measures,
and Ruiz’s cellmate was
secured in handcuffs,” Ryan
wrote in an email. That
inmate was moved to an-
other cell.

Ruiz was transported by

Chicago Fire Department
paramedics to Mount Sinai
Hospital, where he was
later pronounced dead.
Ruiz was from the 4300
block of South Wood Street,
according to the Cook
County medical examiner’s
office.

Ryan did not identify a
suspect but said Cook
County sheriff’s police are
conducting the death inves-
tigation and no charges
have been filed at this time.

Ruiz was ordered held at
the jail without bond Fri-
day, on charges that in-
cluded attempted murder
and aggravated battery, ac-
cording to Ryan.

Ruiz was arrested after
police identified him as a
suspect in the shooting of a
21-year-old man on

Tuesday in the 1800 block
of West 47th Street about
11:20 p.m., said Officer
Michael Carroll, a Chicago
police spokesman.

The 21-year-old, who did
not appear to be known to
police, had gotten into an
argument with two un-
known men inside of a
retail store, police said. The
victim suffered gunshot
wounds to the chest and
abdomen and was listed in
serious condition at Stroger
Hospital.

The last time a homicide
occurred at the jail was in
the summer of 2014, Ryan
said.

An inmate named Tony
Purnell, 42, had been in-
volved in a fight with an-
other inmate at the jail’s
Cermak Hospital on

June 23, 2014, said Cara
Smith, director of the Cook
County Jail, at that time.
Jail officers responded im-
mediately, but Purnell al-
ready had suffered a severe
head injury, and he was
taken to Stroger Hospital
for treatment.

Purnell was pronounced
dead July 22 at 12:47 a.m. at
Stroger, and the Cook
County medical examiner’s
office determined he died
from craniocerebral in-
juries suffered in an assault
and ruled his death a homi-
cide, according to the of-
fice.

Purnell had been in jail
since January of that year,
on a disorderly conduct
charge.

rsobol@chicagotribune.com

Cook jail detainee, 19, found fatally beaten
By Rosemary Sobol
and Deanese
Williams-Harris
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Cook County State’s At-
torney Kim Foxx and her
challenger Bill Conway are
at odds over the details
surrounding a case that’s
become the focal point of a
campaign commercial he
recently released that com-
pares her office’s treatment
of famous actor Jussie
Smollett to his client who
appears in the ad.

“I’m not famous, and I
didn’t get special
treatment from Kim
Foxx,” Hoffman Es-
tates resident Can-
dace Clark says in
the ad. “I mean
Jussie Smollet, she
cared, but when it
came to Candace
Clark, Kim Foxx did
not care at all.”

Foxx’s handling
of the Smollett case
sparked a national
controversy after
her office dropped
all charges against
the actor known for
his role in the TV
show “Empire.” As the elec-
tion heats up, Foxx has tried
to draw attention to her
efforts to reform the cash
bond system, exonerate
wrongfully imprisoned
residents and offer amnesty
to residents who had mari-
juana-related charges, now
that recreational use of the
drug is legal.

But the focus for some
has remained on Smollett
and Foxx’s handling of his
case. The issue resurfaced
this week in Conway’s cam-
paign ad, as well as the
candidates’ joint appear-
ance before the Chicago
Tribune Editorial Board,
which operates separately
from the newsroom.

Foxx and Conway ap-
peared before the news-
paper’s editorial board on
Monday, along with former
Chicago Ald. Bob Fioretti
and former prosecutor

Donna More. At one point
in the meeting, Conway
raised the argument that his
client, Clark, wasn’t treated
the same as Smollett. And
Foxx pushed back.

“Mr. Conway is leaving
out his client’s background,
which would suggest why
she was given the condi-
tions she was given,” Foxx
said. “His client’s case could
have been resolved outside
of the criminal justice sys-
tem totally.”

Currently, Clark is Con-
way’s only legal client other
than the work he does for
his family, and he has not
carried a full client load

since 2012, he said.
Officials with

Foxx’s campaign
later clarified Foxx’s
comments and ex-
plained that techni-
cally, both Smollett
and Clark were of-
fered a chance to
have the charges
against them
dropped.

“Instead of pre-
senting his ideas
and vision for the
office, Bill Conway
has determined to
make the Jussie
Smollett case the fo-

cal point of his campaign,” a
Foxx spokeswoman said in
a statement. “That’s what
happens when you lack 
the experience and fore-
sight to lead one of the top
prosecutorial offices in the
country.”

Both Clark and Smollett
were charged in cases re-
lated to filing false police
reports.

Smollett in January 2019
allegedly staged a hate
crime and was accused of
hiring two men to pretend
to assault him while using
racist and homophobic
slurs, and claimed they in-
voked President Donald
Trump’s campaign slogan.
When Foxx’s office
dropped the charges, it
shocked even then-Mayor
Rahm Emanuel and then-
Chicago police Superin-
tendent Eddie Johnson.

Clark was arrested in

March 2019 and charged
with felony disorderly con-
duct for allegedly filing a
false report, the same as
Smollett. She had no prior
criminal background when
she was arrested.

Smollett’s case was dis-
missed weeks after he was
indicted when he accepted
a deal in which he forfeited
his $10,000 bond and
agreed to two days of com-
munity service.

Prosecutors’ initial pro-
posal to Clark, which pre-
dated Conway’s involve-
ment in the case, would
have required her to pay a
$2,500 fine, attend regular
court hearings, obtain a
GED and show proof of
employment or do commu-
nity service if she wanted
the charges dropped.

At the time that the deal
was offered to Clark, Circuit
Judge Marc Martin said she
was being treated differ-
ently.

Clark refused that initial
deal, both Conway and offi-
cials with the state’s attor-
ney’s office said.

Clark then obtained Con-
way as her attorney pro
bono. He negotiated the fine
down to $1,200. But all the
other details of her deal
remained the same.

Unlike Smollett, Clark
still has to check in with
court officials regularly, as
part of her plea terms. The
charge against Clark will be
dismissed after 12 months if
she does not have any addi-
tional incidents.

“She never got the Jussie
Smollett special, despite me
begging for it,” Conway
said.

Conway said he wanted
Clark to have her charge
dropped in exchange for
community service, with-
out the extra requirements.

“My client is still in this
process now,” he said. “The
fine is still onerous. She is an
hourly wage worker. She
has to work hard to pay this
fine over time.”

lbowean@chicagotribune.
com
Twitter @lollybowean

Foxx, Conway trade barbs
over case in campaign ad
In spot, area woman
claims she didn’t get
Smollett ‘treatment’

By Lolly Bowean
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days before Monday’s cau-
cuses, when many Demo-
cratic officials eagerly are
expecting record turnout to
the 1,678 precincts in
church basements, fire sta-
tions and school gymnasi-
ums across the state.

Who will win remains
less certain. The release of a
highly respected poll Sat-
urday night, expected to
provide some guidance on
where caucusgoers were
leaning, was scrubbed late
Saturday by the Des Moines
Register and CNN after
questions were raised about
its accuracy.

Over the years, Iowa has
become notorious for late
electoral surprises in the
caucuses, and each of the
top four candidates has led
the field in recent months
and remains within striking
distance for a victory. Plus,
the 2020 contest has been
defined by an unusually
high number of caucusgoers
still undecided or willing to
change their minds.

“If I were going to bet on
this, I don’t think I’d put any
money down,” said Bret
Nilles, the chairman of the
Democratic party in Linn
County, which is home to
Cedar Rapids. “I think the
top four are all close, and it’s
a matter of throughout the
state how well-organized
they are to get the support to
the caucuses they need to
win that plurality. This year,
it’s really hard to sense
who’s going to win.”

On the bubble is Demo-
cratic Sen. Amy Klobuchar,
of neighboring Minnesota,
who was scheduled to stop
through Cedar Rapids on
Sunday morning. She drew
a large overflow crowd at a
brewpub Saturday morning
in Bettendorf, part of the
Quad Cities on the Iowa-
Illinois border, leaving the
rest of the crowd to hear a
second speech from the
candidate in an adjacent
bicycle shop.

For Klobuchar, Warren
and Sanders, Saturday
marked a return to the Iowa
campaign after being kept
off the trail as U.S. senators
serving as jurors in the
president’s impeachment
trial.

“It’s amazing how all of
the sudden they’re all here
to make one last pass on the
same day, but I think a lot of
that has to do with the
Senate hearing limiting
Senators Warren, Klo-
buchar and Sanders in get-
ting here,” Nilles observed.
“They’re running out of
time and are trying to make
the biggest impact they
can.”

A weekend break in the
trial allowed the senators to
fly to Iowa for a final pitch,
but Buttigieg and Biden
took advantage of their ab-
sence to pack in events
across the state.

During the 16 days from
when the trial began on Jan.
16 until the weekend break,
Buttigieg and Biden com-
bined to hold more than
double the number of Iowa
events of their three com-
petitors, a Tribune review of
their schedules found.

Buttigieg held 41 events
over 12 days while Biden
stumped at 24 events over 11
days. Among the senators,
Klobuchar hit 17 events in
six days; Warren held nine
events in six days; and
Sanders campaigned at just
six events over the course of
three days in the state.

“I’ve been in Washington
for a long time, locked
down, and I need to get to a
lot of places around Iowa
today and the next day,”
Warren said in a gymnasium
at Coe College, as she apolo-
gized that in lieu of her
usual practice of taking pho-
tos with supporters, her dog
Bailey would substitute.

One central theme hover-
ing over Cedar Rapids,
along with the occasional
smell of cereal wafting from
the Quaker Oats plant along
the river downtown: the
candidates pitching them-
selves as the top foil to
Trump. That effort has bro-
ken into two distinct camps:
the progressives led by
Sanders and Warren and the
more moderate wing repre-
sented by Biden, Buttigieg
and Klobuchar.

Sanders and Warren
stumped Saturday for a fa-
miliar slate of major
changes to the federal gov-
ernment, including “Medi-
care For All,” the cancella-
tion of student loan debt,
tuition-free public college
and the Green New Deal to
combat climate change. In
the closing days, the

moderates have empha-
sized their appeal to voters
in swing states while con-
tending that more sensible
changes are needed such as
building upon the existing
Affordable Care Act and
offering more tuition assist-
ance for students who need
it the most.

“There’s a lot of heart
versus head agonizing,” said
Dennis Goldford, a profes-
sor of political studies at
Drake University in Des
Moines. “Do I go with my
heart the person who I
think is wonderful and rep-
resents everything I believe
in or with my head — in
cold, rational terms — of
who has the best chance of
beating Trump?”

During a day in which
some caucusgoers said they
visited as many as three
different campaign events
in Cedar Rapids, the rally
Sanders threw in a down-
town sports arena by far
stood out as the largest and
most enthusiastic. A crowd
of more than 3,000 people,
some of them sipping on
beers and margaritas, filled
the floor and many of the
balcony sections for a pre-
caucus concert with the
group Vampire Weekend.

At the top of his speech,
Sanders declared the No. 1
issue of the 2020 election as
“the absolute understand-
ing that we must defeat the
most dangerous president
in the modern history of this
country.” A political revolu-
tion that draws far more
people into the political
process is the answer to
defeating Trump, he said,
not a marginal campaign
that seeks incremental
progress.

“The reason we’re going
to defeat Trump is that we
are the campaign that is
going to bring about the
largest voter turnout in
American history,” Sanders
said to a roar of applause.
“This is the campaign
where the working class of
America is going to stand up
and say loud and clear,
‘Enough is enough!’ ”

The long line of opening
speakers, including Cornel
West, Michael Moore and
U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar, re-
peatedly pointed to Sanders’
long track record of railing
against the political

establishment and inequal-
ity as the reason he’s the
most trusted candidate in
the Democratic field.

“With Bernie, what you
see is what you get, and
that’s a huge advantage,”
Sanders’ wife, Jane, said in
introducing him. “The best
way to defeat Donald
Trump and to fight lies and
hatred and bigotry is with
truth and love and compas-
sion. Bernie is the candidate
who Donald Trump will not
be able to vilify as inauthen-
tic or hypocritical during
the campaign.”

Jacob Bayne, who de-
scribed his politics as “very
far left,” said he caucused
for Sanders four years ago
and plans to again on Mon-
day, hoping he gets a shot to
take on Trump. Bayne said
he doesn’t consider Trump
a real Republican and
Bernie “also isn’t a Demo-
crat,” noting his status as an
independent senator and
self-described democratic
socialist. 

“That would make it an
interesting clash that’s
really hard to predict,” said
Bayne, 25, who lives in
Cedar Rapids and works at a
brewery. “I don’t know if he
could beat Trump, but
Bernie is a lot better than
who I assume the Demo-
crats will pick — Biden.
That’s the same as picking
Hillary in 2016.”

Warren, appearing before
a more subdued crowd of
500 supporters, delivered a
final thank-you message to
Iowans, saying that in her
yearlong quest for the nomi-
nation, they had made her a
better candidate and will
make her an “even better
president.”

She said her plans to
create a wealth tax, a sur-
charge on incomes above
$50 million, and her fight
against corporate greed and
corruption in Washington
made her the candidate
with the best plan to unify
Democrats as well as gain
backing from independents
and some Republicans.

“We’re all wanting to
build a better America,” she
said. “We’re down to the
final strokes here. We must
come together as a party
and beat Donald Trump.”

The vast plans of Sanders
and Warren, however, have

caused more moderate
rank-and-file Democrats to
question their ability to win
back voters who backed
Trump in the last election.

Biden has tried to capi-
talize on that by repeatedly
leaning on his experience as
vice president, his lengthy
tenure in the Senate and
even previous contacts he
made with Iowa voters in
unsuccessful bids for presi-
dent in 1988 and 2008.

“You owe it, I owe it, to
make sure Donald Trump is
no longer president of the
United States,” Biden told a
packed middle-school gym-
nasium of 400 people be-
fore railing against the pres-
ident’s “ridiculous tweets
and stupid policy.”

“I will beat Trump flat-
out!” Biden declared to a
loud standing ovation.

Dennis Loux was sold.
“I hate to say it, but

beating Trump is the biggest
part of it this year,” said
Loux, a 73-year-old small
business owner who lives in
nearby Hiawatha. “Joe has
the experience for it, he has
the background for it and he
has a little better chance to
win in the Midwest. A lot of
these people could probably
get elected, but it comes
down to the fact that Joe has
the best chance to win.”

In recent days, Biden
repeatedly has said Republi-
cans and Trump fear him
most in a general election.
He offers the central issue of
Trump’s impeachment as
proof: allegations that the
president withheld U.S. fi-
nancial aid to Ukraine in
exchange for that country
conducting an investigation
into Biden and his family.

“Can you think of another
time where a sitting presi-
dent has invested so much
time, money and interest in
trying to pick who’s going to
win the Iowa caucus and to
make sure who doesn’t
win?” Biden said Thursday
during a rally in Fort Madi-
son. “It’s amazing.”

In the final stretch of the
campaign, Buttigieg has
been more outspoken in
challenging both Biden, a
more direct rival on the
moderate side, as well as
Sanders, who has seen con-
tinued energy for his cam-
paign despite his absence
from Iowa — signs that the

Vermont senator enjoys a
strong ground game in the
state.

Buttigieg, 38, has por-
trayed himself as a Wash-
ington outsider and the
leader of a new generation
for Democrats compared
with Biden, 77, and Sanders,
78.

“What we’re hearing
from the vice president
right now is this is no time to
take a risk on somebody
new. Well, I’m here to sug-
gest that history has taught
us that when there is a great
moment of risk like this, the
biggest risk we could take is
to try to deal with a funda-
mentally new challenge by
falling back on the familiar.
We’ve got to be ready for a
different approach in our
politics today,” Buttigieg
told a crowd of about 350 at
a hotel on the south edge of
the city.

“Sen. Sanders, speaking
to goals I think we all share,
is offering politics that sug-
gests you’re either for a
revolution or the status
quo,” he continued. “This
insistence on a better presi-
dent is the work of an
American majority that
agrees on not only what
we’re against but on what
we’re for.”

The former South Bend
mayor jokingly thanked the
audience who “kindly
dubbed the city ‘Peter Rap-
ids’ to make me feel at
home.”

After hearing Buttigieg,
Kathy Munson said she
planned to back Buttigieg
on Monday night, citing his
age.

“I want the next genera-
tion,” said Munson, 71, a
retired school teacher from
Cedar Rapids. “He’s inspir-
ing, he’s hopeful, he’s a
problem solver.”

Since the summer, the
Iowa contest has been de-
fined by the front-running
foursome of Biden,
Buttigieg, Sanders and War-
ren jockeying for position at
the front of a crowded field
that at times exceeded 20
candidates.

In the span of a little more
than four months, each of
the four has enjoyed a run
atop polls in the Hawkeye
State.

Biden started the race out
in front, a position he held

throughout the summer un-
til Warren gained a lead in
late September, according to
Iowa polling averages. By
November, Buttigieg had
surged to the front of the
pack, but he since has been
supplanted by Sanders lead-
ing in most Iowa surveys.

In January, Sanders aver-
aged the highest level of
support in polls, but Biden
topped some also. The Des
Moines Register and CNN
poll was pulled back shortly
before its scheduled release
Saturday night.

In a statement, Carol
Hunter, the Register’s exe-
cutive editor, said a poll
respondent “raised an issue
with the way the survey was
administered which could
have compromised the re-
sults of the poll,” saying one
candidate’s name was omit-
ted in at least one interview.

Hunter said it is “impera-
tive whenever an Iowa Poll
is released that there is
confidence that the data
accurately reflects Iowans’
opinions.”

Biden has tended to lead
polls that only question Io-
wans who previously have
caucused. That includes re-
cent surveys conducted by
Monmouth University and
USA Today/Suffolk Uni-
versity that both found Bid-
en with a 6 percentage point
lead.

Sanders, on the other
hand, has grabbed the lead
in polls that also question
those who intend to caucus
for the first time, including a
recent one conducted by the
New York Times and Siena
College that found the Ver-
mont senator leading by 7
points.

Cedar Rapids and Linn
County is reliable Demo-
cratic territory. Democrats
defeated Republicans in the
last three presidential elec-
tions.

In 2016, Sanders won
Cedar Rapids and Linn
County over Hillary Clin-
ton. Nilles, the chairman of
the county Democratic
party in Linn County, said
that victory came as a late-
developing surprise.

So far, Nilles said, Warren
and Buttigieg have had the
most visible strength on the
ground and have had dis-
played similar strength in
terms of the number of
campaign offices, staffers
and volunteers. But Nilles
also said he knows better
than to discount Sanders’
grassroots operation, which
he called “under the wire”
and described as more
stealth.

On Saturday night, Sand-
ers laid out for his political
foot soldiers what’s at stake.

“This is the political reali-
ty of the moment: We are
taking on the entire political
establishment — both the
Republican establishment
and the Democratic estab-
lishment. We are taking on
Wall Street and the insur-
ance companies and the
drug companies and the
fossil fuel industry and the
military industrial complex
and the whole damn 1 per-
cent!” Sanders shouted as
the crowd drowned him out
with applause. “We’re tak-
ing them all on.”

Sanders cautioned his
backers to be vigilant and
make sure their friends and
family caucused. He predic-
ted that if the state indeed
experiences its largest voter
turnout in history as predic-
ted by some, “We’re going to
win.”

Nilles, however, said Bid-
en has shown far less in
organizational muscle, trail-
ing the other campaigns in
Cedar Rapids, a city of more
than 130,000 people.

The vice president’s cam-
paign got a late start, he said,
and its grassroots operation
isn’t as widespread. Biden,
however, will have the bene-
fit of firefighters turning out
to caucus sites for him
across the state, thanks to
the endorsement of the In-
ternational Association of
Fire Fighters.

Still, there have been re-
ports in recent days raising
doubts about the strength of
Biden’s campaign organiza-
tion, including the suggesti-
on from party officials that
he’s short on precinct cap-
tains — the key volunteers
who help organize on the
campaign’s behalf at cau-
cuses.

Asked if a lack of volun-
teers might hamper his
turnout and chances of win-
ning on Monday, Biden of-
fered his trademark answer
any time a potential weak-
ness is raised: “Watch me.”

bruthhart@
chicagotribune.com
rap30@aol.com
Twitter @BillRuthhart
Twitter @rap30

Presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders and his wife, Jane, acknowledge supporters after speaking in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
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Presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg speaks during a campaign event at St. Ambrose University on Friday.
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on his official letterhead in
December 2014, CC’ing
then-Gov. Pat Quinn and
the executive inspector gen-
eral. “Your actions and
statements have demon-
strated that you have chosen
not to correct course in the
agency.”

The letter, which the
Tribune obtained through
an open records request,
was part of Sandoval’s long-
running effort to increase
the use of recycled asphalt
shingles. He also pushed
legislation that could poten-
tially help Vondra’s business
and pressed IDOT officials
behind the scenes to meet
with his political patron.

Now federal authorities
are interested in Sandoval’s
involvement with the in-
dustry. During a raid of
Sandoval’s Capitol office
last fall, authorities sought
records relating to Vondra,
his associates and compa-
nies.

Sandoval’s involvement
in the recycled asphalt shin-
gle debate has received little
attention, but his penchant
for using power in Spring-
field to advance an industry
no longer is secret.

Earlier this week, San-
doval pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court, with prosecutors
outlining how he advanced
the interests of SafeSpeed, a
red-light camera company
with business in many sub-
urbs. In return for his serv-
ices as SafeSpeed’s “protec-
tor” in the Illinois Senate,
Sandoval took about
$70,000 in bribes, according
to his plea agreement.

The money, which was
supplied by the govern-
ment, was given to the
senator by a SafeSpeed rep-
resentative who was se-
cretly cooperating with au-
thorities, according to court
records. SafeSpeed, which
also had previously given
Sandoval campaign contrib-
utions, has said the bribe
payments were not author-
ized by anyone at the com-
pany. 

He also admitted to tak-
ing another $180,000 in
bribes from others “to bene-
fit those people and their
business interests,” though
prosecutors declined to of-
fer specifics as Sandoval
continues to cooperate with
a wide-ranging federal in-
vestigation into government
corruption.

The Tribune found that
Sandoval collected more
than $50,000 in political
contributions from firms
tied to Vondra since 2010.

Sandoval and Vondra did
not return multiple mes-
sages seeking comment.
The shingle recycling firm
Vondra founded, South-
wind RAS, did not answer
Tribune questions about the
investigation. The firm de-
fended its product and
blamed cracking problems
on other factors.

“Use of (recycled asphalt
shingles) has reduced Illi-
nois’ carbon footprint, saved
taxpayer dollars and saved
millions of cubic yards of
waste landfill space,” the
company said.

A rising industry
For decades, many Illi-

nois roads have been resur-
faced with a mix that in-
cluded new asphalt and
ground-up old pavement. In
2010, IDOT decided to al-
low recycled roof shingles
into the asphalt mix.

That same year, Vondra
formed Southwind RAS.
The shingle recycling firm
joined his array of construc-
tion-related companies
built with the help of public
contracts. By then, he’d be-
come a prolific donor to
politicians of both parties.

In 2011, state lawmakers
passed a bill telling IDOT to
“maximize the percentage

of recycled asphalt roofing
shingles” used in pavement
mixes while maintaining
quality.

IDOT records show the
agency quickly expanded
use of recycled shingles in
the Chicago area. In 2013,
IDOT’s contractors bought
more than 12 times as many
shingle grounds as they had
had in 2011 — the vast
majority in metro Chicago
and supplied by Vondra’s
company, state records
show.

The material has been
used in many major proj-
ects, including stretches of
I-80, Butterfield Road and
First Avenue, according to
Southwind. The Illinois
Tollway used it for parts of
I-88, I-90, I-355 and I-294.
Chicago used it on Michi-
gan Avenue and elsewhere,
including O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport for a base
layer under concrete for
runways, taxiways and ac-
cess roads.

At the time, Vondra and
son Matt were on a first-
name basis with top IDOT
officials, who invited the
firm to discuss ways to
change the special rules for
using it, emails show. They
discussed conferences to at-
tend and travel arrange-
ments, a promotional video
for the Vondras’ firm and
even a job candidate
Michael Vondra was think-
ing about hiring, emails
show.

As Vondra’s two dozen or
so shingle recycling plants
began sprouting across the
state, Sandoval passed a
2013 measure that, in effect,
helped stock them. The law
forbid dumping shingles in
any landfill within 25 miles
of a shingle recycling opera-

tion.
That same year, another

law was passed to tighten
up the rules on who could
operate a shingle recycling
facility. Sandoval sent to
IDOT a proposal on how to
enforce the law, which Von-
dra endorsed in a follow-up
note to a top agency official,
according to an email.

IDOT did not answer
questions about the Von-
dras’ interactions with
agency employees, nor did it
respond to requests to see
additional records, such as
Sandoval’s proposal.

But records show IDOT
soon began to sour on Von-
dra’s product.

Cracks emerge
By spring 2014, IDOT and

federal officials had begun
investigating “early crack-
ing” in relatively new pave-
ment projects that had used
recycled asphalt shingles.

That July, the state trans-
portation agency put out a
memo saying “caution
needs to be used” with
recycled asphalt. Within
months, the Federal High-
way Administration issued a
nationwide alert, saying
they noticed problems in
other states too. The agency
ultimately threatened to
withhold coveted federal
funding for projects in Illi-
nois if the state didn’t ease
up on the material’s usage
and figure out better ways to
test it.

Vondra mounted a re-
sponse. State emails show
Vondra scrambled to get a
former Illinois transporta-
tion secretary to set up a
meeting with top agency
officials. Vondra com-
plained in an email that as a

result of the federal push-
back, contractors would
need to come up with “all
new mix designs $$$$.”

An industry trade group
headquartered at Vondra’s
firm commissioned a Uni-
versity of Illinois professor
to do a study, which said the
asphalt shingles material
hadn’t caused the problems.

And Vondra’s industry
group lobbied Congress,
prompting four Illinois
Democratic congressmen to
criticize the federal crack-
down and summon the top
federal highway official to a
meeting.

Vondra also had devel-
oped an ally in Springfield —
Sandoval, the Senate trans-
portation chairman. In ad-
dition to political contrib-
utions from companies tied
to Vondra, a Vondra em-
ployee helped organize
campaign fundraisers for
Sandoval at a west suburban
golf club, records show. At-
tendees with questions
were directed to call the
main phone number at a
Vondra business, according
to an invitation. Checks to
Sandoval could be mailed to
Vondra’s business address.

As the state was tighten-
ing the rules on the use of
recycled shingle material,
Sandoval wrote to IDOT’s
acting secretary, Erica
Borggren, in October 2014
and blasted the agency for
“failing to use its best ef-
forts” to follow the state law
to boost shingle usage.

“Your department’s ac-
tions … will result in a loss of
jobs and waste millions of
dollars invested by the in-
dustries that have answered
our call for greater sustain-
ability in road construc-
tion,” he wrote.

Two months later, in the
waning days of the Quinn
administration, Sandoval
threatened to hold hearings
and file an ethics complaint
after telling Borggren he’d
lost “trust and confidence in
your leadership.”

Borggren soon left the
agency as a Republican gov-
ernor took over. She de-
clined to comment for this
story.

Since then, IDOT and
Vondra have continued to
debate the rules for using
the material. Records show
that in late 2016, IDOT met
with Vondra, at Sandoval’s
behest. The agency agreed
to some changes in the
regulations, but not enough
to satisfy Sandoval or Von-
dra, records show.

Vondra followed up with
a letter to the head of IDOT
that questioned “the inten-
tions and the motivations”
of rank-and-file engineers
giving “disingenuous” infor-
mation about the material
as his industry was “con-
stantly fighting the same
bureaucratic battles to sur-
vive.”

An IDOT spokesman ac-
knowledged Vondra has
met with IDOT officials
during the last decade.

“In general, Mr. Vondra
expressed a desire for less
stringent standards. None of
those meetings or any other
communication, however,
resulted in any shift with
IDOT’s underlying policy”
on the use of recycled as-
phalt shingles, spokesman
Guy Tridgell wrote in an
email.

Roof shingles 
pile up

Even as late as last year,
Sandoval pushed to in-
crease the material’s usage
in the $45 billion “Rebuild
Illinois” infrastructure plan.
But unlike early years, the
effort failed. And, along the
way, less of the material is
ending up in state roads.

Companies that mixed
asphalt already had con-
cerns about the extra costs
of using the ground-up roof
shingles, and the 2014 fed-
eral admonition about the
material was “the crack that
exploded the dam,” said
Kevin Burke, executive vice
president of the Illinois As-
phalt Pavement Associ-
ation.

Since then, shingles have
been piling up at Southwind
RAS’ sites.

As of the end of 2017, the
last record available, the
company had amassed
420,000 tons. To put that in
perspective, in all of 2018,
IDOT used 27,000 tons of

the material in road proj-
ects. Southwind RAS de-
clined to say how many
shingles remain today or
who has responsibility for
them.

Recently, another firm,
Black Dog Petroleum,
reached a deal with Vondra
to buy shingles and sell
them using the Southwind
RAS name. Black Dog was
named in a federal search
warrant executed on Lyons’
village hall around the same
time Sandoval’s office was
raided in late September. An
attorney for Black Dog de-
clined comment.

The debate about the
quality of pavement pro-
duced with shingles contin-
ues in Illinois.

IDOT and U. of I.’s Center
for Transportation came up
with a way to measure the
likelihood of pavement
cracking, and that test was
used in a 2017 joint federal-
state transportation study of
roads that were less than
three years old. The study
found the projects that used
the highest concentration of
recycled shingles scored
half as well as those using
less or none at all.

Part of the study looked at
nine stretches of road a year
after they were repaved.
The two with the most
cracks were the only ones
that had used recycled shin-
gles: a stretch of 79th Street
between Justice and Bur-
bank, and a stretch of 159th
Street from Cicero to West-
ern avenues. They had more
than triple the number of
cracks as their closest com-
petitor.

Separately, federal high-
way officials organized a
national panel in 2016 to
review the material’s use.
The group concluded that if
the material was to be
mixed in, it should be used
with certain limits — similar
to what federal engineers
had said previously when
Illinois was ordered to cut
back on its use.

The federal review was
overseen by Jim Mussel-
man, now a senior engineer
at the National Center for
Asphalt Technology at
Auburn University. He told
the Tribune he believed the
review was spurred by “po-
litical pressure” from pow-
erful interests in Illinois.

“I know they were swing-
ing around a lot of clout,” he
said.

Chicago Tribune’s Jason
Meisner contributed to this
report.

jmahr@chicagotribune.com
dpetrella@chicagotribune.
com

A bulldozer pushes recycled asphalt shingles at Black Dog Petroleum on Dec. 16 in Bartlett. The firm has a deal with Michael Vondra to buy shingles. 
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Former state Sen. Martin Sandoval, seen on Tuesday, is suspected of conducting a long-

running effort to increase the use of recycled asphalt shingles on Illinois roads. 
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Mayor Lori Lightfoot is
heading back to Washing-
ton, at least her third trip to
the nation’s capital since
taking office, and this time
she’ll see President Donald
Trump in person.

The mayor will be at-
tending Trump’s State of
the Union address Tuesday
night, as the invited guest of
fellow Democrat U.S. Rep.
Robin Kelly, of suburban
Matteson. 

In a brief statement from
Kelly’s office, the congress-
woman suggested that

Lightfoot’s 2019 election
was part of the reason she
invited her, noting: “Her
election made history as she
became the first African
American woman, first
openly LGBTQ person and
only the second woman to
lead the nation’s third larg-
est city.”

The mayor’s office didn’t
offer an immediate com-
ment.

Kelly and Lightfoot have
become fast political allies
with the congresswoman
endorsing Lightfoot in last
year’s mayor’s race over
Cook County Board Presi-

dent Toni Preckwinkle.
And both have been

sharply critical of Trump’s
policies. 

As the president has
hurled insults at Chicago
from afar, in person and
over social media, Lightfoot
has pushed back. In No-
vember, Trump took to
Twitter and criticized now
fired Chicago police Super-
intendent Eddie Johnson,
saying his lack of leadership
was the cause of crime run
amok in the city. Lightfoot
responded in kind, stating:
“The crime wave you
should be concerned about

is the one you are perpetrat-
ing against the American
people from the White
House.”

And last week she at-
tended the U.S. Conference
of Mayors’ winter meeting
in Washington, but boycott-
ed his speech to the city
leaders in attendance —
choosing instead to attend
the Trump impeachment
trial in the U.S. Senate.

Now, Lightfoot returns to
explicitly sit and listen to
him lay out his successes
from the past year, lay out
his agenda as he campaigns
for reelection and, if politi-

cal pundits are correct, do
some kind of victory lap
with the trial expected to
wrap up Wednesday — the
day after his speech — with
his acquittal.

Each member of Con-
gress is allowed a guest, and
very often those guests
underscore the issues of the
day — from immigration to
gun control to trade.

Earlier this week, U.S.
Rep. Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, a
Chicago Democrat, an-
nounced his guest would be
Miguel Perez Jr., the Chi-
cago Army veteran who was
deported to Mexico over a

felony drug conviction only
to return after Gov. J.B.
Pritzker granted him clem-
ency. 

Garcia, whose family em-
igrated from Mexico when
he was a child, made it clear
in a statement that he in-
vited Perez to honor his
perseverance, but also to
make a point about what he
calls “a failure of our immi-
gration system: deporting
veterans who served their
country.”

ldonovan@chicagotribune.
com
Twitter @byldonovan

Kelly invites Lightfoot to attend Trump’s State of the Union address 
By Lisa Donovan
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Critics were unhappy that
Gov. J.B. Pritzker didn’t mention
the issue of gerrymandering in his
State of the State speech Wednes-
day in Springfield. Taking parti-
sanship out of how our political
maps are drawn was one of the
signature promises of his 2018
campaign, and it’s key, some
believe, to reducing corruption
and extremism among lawmak-
ers. 

Thursday, Pritzker urged ev-
eryone not to make too much of
the omission, telling reporters at a
news conference that he remains
committed to the idea of “com-
pact, contiguous districts,” and
that he will “veto any unfair map
that gets presented” for his signa-
ture after lines are redrawn based
on the results of the 2020 census.

One definition of a politically
“fair” map is one that results in a
balance of power in the state
legislature and the U.S. congres-
sional delegation that reflects the
partisan divide in that state. If
roughly 55% of voters in any state
are Democrats, then roughly 55%
of the seats should be won by
Democratic candidates, for exam-
ple. 

Easier said than done. Map-
makers have to take into account
civil rights laws that guarantee
majority-minority districts, and
they often strive to keep natural
communities of interest together.
Even those with the purest of
motives can end up drawing
crazily shaped districts that may
or may not seem “fair” to certain
constituencies or governors.

But if it could be done in Illi-
nois to be fair to Republicans,
should it? Those who study the
issue of gerrymandering estimate
that, nationwide, the current
political maps give the Republi-
can Party at least 20 more seats in
Congress than their actual voting
strength ought to give them.
Research published in 2017
showed North Carolina had three
more Republican seats in Con-
gress than it should if the state

Republican congressman who
shouted “You lie!” at President
Barack Obama during the 2009
State of the Union address.

This year I’m not so sure.
Democrats in attendance will be
subjected Tuesday night not only
to Trump’s typical narcissistic
mendacity — he’s now claiming
again that Mexico will pay for the
border wall, if you’re keeping
track of his lies — but in all likeli-
hood some of his trademark bray-
ing about the impeachment
“hoax,” along with claims that his
acquittal equals or will equal
vindication.

Democratic House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi ought to draw a line
in the sand before Trump speaks:
He can puff himself all he wants
and build rhetorical castles in the
air the way every president does,
but one self-congratulatory or
defiant mention of the impeach-
ment, and her caucus gets up and
quietly walks out.

They don’t have to be there,
after all. They can read the speech
later if there’s anything of value in
it and not serve as silent props.

Yes, an impeachment-triggered
walkout would be rude and pro-
vocative. But the last two years
have suggested that those are
actually assets in American poli-
tics these days.

Re: Tweets
The winner of this week’s

reader poll to select the funniest
tweet was “It’s smart of John
Bolton to hide evidence in a place
where the president will never be
able to find it — book,” by TBS
program host Samantha Bee
(@FullFrontalSamB).

The poll appears at chicago
tribune.com/zorn, and you can
receive an alert when it’s posted
by signing up for the Change of
Subject email newsletter at chi
cagotribune.com/newsletters.

ericzorn@gmail.com
Twitter @EricZorn

Otherwise, obviously, it’s point-
less.

So far, Illinois, 14 other states
and the District of Columbia have
entered the compact. They repre-
sent 196 electoral votes, 74 shy of
the majority.

If more than a dozen states can
agree on something as radical as
neutering the Electoral College,
can’t we find at least one state to
partner with us on fair maps?

Disunity at the 
State of Union

In comparatively calmer times
two years ago, I argued for civility
at the State of the Union speech,
saying that it’s better for congres-
sional Democrats to sit in furious
silence as President Donald
Trump inflates his accomplish-
ments, slanders his foes and tram-
ples the truth, rather than to
create a spectacle by boycotting
the speech or walking out just as
it begins.

My thinking was that any such
gesture would backfire — make
the Democrats look small and
sore and petulant, like that

the changes will be automatically
repealed if one state amends
them without legislative approval
from the other state.

I’m inspired to suggest this
form of interdependency by the
National Popular Vote Interstate
Compact, a proposal to eliminate
the possibility — which turned
into a grim reality in 2000 and
2016 — that a candidate can win
the presidency but lose the na-
tional popular vote due to the
undemocratic vagaries of the
Electoral College.

States that participate in the
compact have agreed to award all
their Electoral College votes to the
winner of the national popular
vote, no matter which candidate
may have won the vote in their
particular state. They can do so
because Article II, Section 1 of the
U.S. Constitution says electors can
be appointed “in such manner as
the legislature … may direct.”

But under the rules of legisla-
tion that enable the compact, the
agreement will only go into effect
when the number of states that
have passed it control a majority
of votes in the Electoral College.

delegation mirrored the elector-
ate. Republicans in Michigan had
two more seats than they de-
served.

Meanwhile, Illinois had one
more Democratic seat than a
“fair” map would yield.

It’s a little much, then, to ask
Illinois Democrats to unilaterally
do the right thing, to lead by ex-
ample and hope that Republicans
in North Carolina, Michigan,
Florida or any of the other 15 red
states with more out-of-whack
maps than Illinois will do the
same.

So let’s double up!
Pritzker should choose a Re-

publican-skewed state of more or
less the same size — Ohio, Geor-
gia or North Carolina would do —
and form a bistate, bipartisan
remap commission to come up
with a uniform set of policies and
practices to overhaul how dis-
tricts are drawn in both states.

Write these into a law that
contains a provision that the
changes will be enacted only if
they’re also enacted on the same
day in the companion state. A
further provision would hold that

Illinois should partner with 
a red state to fight gerrymandering 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker, center, arrives with Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton and his wife, M.K. Pritzker, to deliver his State

of the State speech on Wednesday. Critics were unhappy he didn’t mention the issue of gerrymandering.
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CHICAGO’S

MOTHER

OF BLACK

HISTORY

You won’t find a book by Vivian
Harsh on a library shelf. Not even in
the special collection that bears her
name in the Carter G. Woodson
Regional Library on Chicago’s Far
South Side. When she died in 1960,
the Chicago Defender’s obituary
was headlined: “Historian Who
Never Wrote.”

Yet Harsh, Chicago’s first black
librarian, was fiercely committed to
history. Vernon Jarrett, a columnist
for both the Chicago Tribune and
the Chicago Sun-Times, recalled
something she told him when he
was a child:

“If we as Negroes knew the full
truth about what we, as a race, have
endured and overcome just to stay
alive with dignity, our respect and
hunger for education would triple
overnight.”

Harsh’s devotion to the past be-
gan at Wendell Phillips High
School, where she joined the He-
rodotus History Club. The ancients
called Herodotus the father of his-
tory.

Vivian Harsh was the mother of
black history.

After the George Cleveland Hall
Branch of the Chicago Public Li-
brary opened on the South Side
with Harsh as head librarian, the
Rosenwald Fund gave her a $500
grant to study libraries serving black
communities in other cities. Julius
Rosenwald, a philanthropist and
president of Sears, Roebuck & Co.,
was responsible for making the Hall
Branch a reality in Chicago’s
Bronzeville neighborhood.

After visiting New York, Wash-
ington, Cleveland, Detroit and New-
ark, New Jersey, Harsh drew up a
list of 300 essential books for read-
ers interested in black literature and
history. To acquire them, she solic-
ited donations and appealed to
booksellers who were friends for
discounts. According to friends and
colleagues, she traveled through the
South buying books during summer
vacations.

As Harsh’s collection grew, the
Tribune observed in 1945: “If one is
seeking information on any phase of
Negro life, history, or culture, for a
thesis or book, chances are he
would hasten to contact the Hall
library, 4801 Michigan av.”

When Harsh retired in 1958, the
library’s Special Negro Collection
had 2,000 books, plus newspaper
clippings, pamphlets and manu-
scripts.

For 26 years, Harsh had to scrape
together the time from her other
duties to build the library’s research
potential. She managed the staff and
kept watch over the physical plant.

En route to her desk each morn-
ing, she’d pick up the smallest scrap
of paper. She hectored her assistants
about the need to keep the premises
clean and neat. She mentored local
writers, like novelist Richard
Wright, and insisted that patrons
give her library the respect it de-
served.

Timuel Black, a historian and
activist, recalled Harsh throwing
him out of the library. He and his
high school buddies had been mock-
ing people who had recently mi-
grated from the South.

Curiously, despite Harsh’s devo-
tion to preserving a record of the
African American experience, she
was withholding when it came to
her own life. She wrote nary a mem-
oir, let alone an autobiography. She
didn’t join in when colleagues remi-
nisced about their childhoods.

As the Defender’s obituary noted,
Harsh “was an enigma to friend and
foe alike.”

Perhaps she didn’t want to betray
some family secret, suggests Melan-
ie Chambliss, who read a paper on
Harsh at the recent convention of
the American Historical Associ-
ation.

Chambliss, a Columbia College
professor, discovered an intriguing
twist in Harsh’s relationship with
her younger brother, Fenton Harsh
Jr. The two were close from child-
hood until the 1940s, when he, his
wife and their daughter moved to
Cicero. He was fair-skinned and
lived there, in the jargon of the time,
“passing” as white.

Vivian Harsh’s niece recalled her
aunt visiting her only once in Cicero.
Even then, Harsh refused to get out
of the car. Did she fear that, because
of her darker, olive complexion, she
would out her brother as black to
his neighbors?

Despite Harsh’s reluctance to tell
her story, it can be pieced together
from documents in the research
collection she founded and others
have continued.

Relocated to the Woodson library
in 1975, its archival storage boxes

stretch along 4,000 feet of shelf
space. Poring through them for
clues to Harsh has a fringe benefit:
It gives you a tactile sense of history.

Some letters in the collection are
on the crinkly, onionskin paper
typists once favored. Others are in
Harsh’s precise handwriting, in-
cluding one to a correspondent
overseas: “I did envy you your

opportunity of visiting the many
places of interest I had wanted to
see, even though they are not under
ordinary circumstances.” 

As it is dated May 18, 1945, she
may have been writing to a GI in
Europe as World War II was ending.
She sent him news of the literary
scene: Richard Wright’s new book,
probably “Black Boy,” was earning a

good reception, but not by the com-
munists who denounced Wright as
a turncoat. (Like other writers in the
lean years of the Great Depression,
Wright was attracted by the Com-
munist Party’s promise, only to be
disillusioned by its reality.)

In one archival box there is a
photograph of Wright giving Harsh
an autographed copy of his novel
“Native Son.” Another box holds the
typescript of a poem, “What Shall I
Tell My Children Who Are Black?”

It is by Margaret Burroughs who
inspired the creation of the DuSable
Museum of African American His-
tory by collecting artifacts for the
same reason Harsh collected books:
to show black Americans that they
have a heritage and it is worth pre-
serving. Harsh’s mission is echoed
in the lines of Burroughs’ poem:

What shall I tell my dear ones
raised in a white world

A place where white has been
made to represent

All that is good and pure and fine
and decent. 

The first references to Harsh
preserved in the archive hardly hint
at her subsequent career. Defender
clippings paint a word picture of a
smart-set socialite. She attended
friends’ coming-out parties, danced
the tango at a charity fundraiser and
competed in a beauty queen contest.

The Harshes were “old settlers,”
having come to Chicago from Ten-
nessee before the Great Migration.
Vivian Harsh’s father ran a popular
saloon, the Boys’ Retreat, that made
members of the family charter
members of black Chicago’s upper-
middle class.

In 1909, Vivian Harsh was hired
as a clerk at the Chicago Public
Library. She slowly worked her way
up CPL’s ranks and took college
courses in librarianship. In 1922,
CPL’s chief librarian noted that
other black librarians were reluctant
to work in black neighborhoods. But
Harsh was among the few “keenly
interested in the welfare of their
race.”

She speedily reaffirmed that
evaluation when made head of the
Hall Branch. She wasn’t discour-
aged by a contemporary report of
the library’s environment that made
its way into its Special Negro Collec-
tion. Once middle-class, the neigh-
borhood was home to poor, scarcely
educated, recent arrivals from the
South.

Harsh was determined to show
the community the magic of the
printed word. The library had book-
reading groups for young people
and senior citizens. A lecture series
featured such writers as Wright,
Langston Hughes and Gwendolyn
Brooks.

Harsh, who suffered romantic
heartbreak and never married, had
boundless energy. She put her heart
and soul into the library.

Her assistant, Charlemae Rollins,
was in charge of the juvenile collec-
tion. Famed for her storytelling,
Rollins campaigned for more appro-
priate children’s books than those
available when the Hall Branch
opened.

“Many were illustrated with
pictures which in attempting to be
humorous, ridiculed and carica-
tured the Negro child,” Rollins re-
ported in 1942. She was widely
recognized as an expert on the
subject.

A 1954 Tribune headline read:
“Hall Library Becomes a Negro
Cultural Center.”

But afterward, Harsh was
plagued with doubts about her
accomplishments. On the eve of
retirement she wrote: “After 26
years and having attempted during
that period to ‘Sell’ our library serv-
ices to the community, new projects,
ideas and programs for improve-
ment of our services in 1958 are not
forth-coming.”

Two years later, she died de-
spondent.

Three decades later, a Tribune
reporter visiting her library met
Earline Myles, who bore witness to
Harsh’s faith in the power of educa-
tion to turn lives around.

A dropout, Myles had gone back
to high school and, while working
on a class assignment, came across a
book by Langston Hughes. It in-
spired her to write a poem about the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

She entered it in a Black History
Month contest and was invited to
the finals in Columbus, Ohio. “I
didn’t have the money to go,” she
said, “but would you like to hear a
bit of my poem?”

There was a king
Who used to sing
We will be free!
Let freedom ring!

rgrossman@chicagotribune.com

Vivian Harsh, the city’s first black librarian, collected 
essential books about African American experience

A copy of an undated photo of Vivian Harsh, who was the city’s first black librarian. 

VIVIAN HARSH COLLECTION/CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Documents and memorabilia related to Vivian Harsh, Chicago’s first black li-

brarian, are kept at the Carter G. Woodson Regional Library in Chicago. A book

by Langston Hughes and a review by Harsh are seen on Friday. 

TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

By Ron Grossman
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Raising a toddler while attempting to go

back to school can be challenging for

anyone. For Vianey, multiple barriers

could have kept her from attaining the

education she always wanted. She found

help through the Roseland Reconnection

Hub, supported by Phalanx Family

Services and Thrive Chicago. The Hub's

job skills training program helped Vianey

secure scholarships at local schools.

Today, she has a degree and an extended

Hub family that continues to propel her

journey.

Join us in funding these and other

leading organizations making a

donation will be matched at 50 cents on

the dollar and goes directly to local

agencies helping young people just like

Vianey realize their dreams.

MEET VIANEY.

SHE WAS ONCE ONE OF 50,000

OPPORTUNITY YOUTH

NOT IN SCHOOL OR WORKING.

THANKS TO THE ROSELAND

RECONNECTION HUB,

TODAY, SHE HAS A DEGREE.

OPPORTUNITY

Chicago’s most diverse

university and a federally

designated minority-

serving institution

AT CHICAGO. FOR CHICAGO.

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO | VISIT UIC.EDU

VALUE

Ranked in the top 10 nationally

and Chicago’s only ‘Best Value’

university ~Wall Street Journal

and Times Higher Education

We are UIC—a learning, teaching and research powerhouse. Chicago’s largest

university and its only public Carnegie Research I institution.

Wework tofind solutions and take action to improveChicago and beyond.

EXCELLENCE

16 colleges, 33,000 students, 86

undergraduate degrees and 175+

graduate and doctoral degrees
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OP-ART JOE FOURNIER

Keep horses out of slaughterhouse
Horses are a symbol of American history. They

served alongside us in wars, helped Americans settle
the West and to this day, they serve as our companions.
This is one of the many reasons why it is a disgrace that
we could allow our horses — racehorses, show horses
and even companion ponies — to be slaughtered, just so
their meat can be eaten overseas in Europe and Asia.

Now, horses face an amplified threat, as some groups
have peddled a dangerous plan to round up 130,000
wild horses in the West, removing them from their
homes and putting them at great risk of slaughter.

The majority of Americans are opposed to horse
slaughter. It’s cruel and the ultimate betrayal of these
animals that have been raised to trust us. Throughout
the slaughter process, horses are subjected to immense
suffering, enduring serious injuries during transport
and horrific conditions at the slaughter plant. These
sensitive, skittish animals simply cannot be slaughtered
humanely, and Congress must act swiftly to end it.

I applaud U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowskyof Evanston for
her leadership on the Safeguard American Food Ex-
ports, or SAFE Act (H.R. 961) to end this horrific prac-
tice once and for all. 

— Holly Gann, director of federal affairs, Animal Well-
ness Foundation, Washington

Be smart about college borrowing
It was refreshing to read Indiana University Presi-

dent Michael McRobbie’s commentary about IU’s pro-
grams for reducing tuition debt (“While candidates
posture, Midwestern universities take action on student
debt,” Jan. 27). Career counselors, financial aid counsel-
ors, peer coaching, financial literacy programs and a
variety of student success programs all work together to
make students and parents aware and purposeful in
planning to pay for college.

Borrowing money for college should involve a partner-
ship with college staff at all levels and a constant aware-
ness of: What will be my payments, what can I do with
this major, what are my options, how can I present myself
in the best way, and do I have the proper level writing
skills and tech skills for the current market? All make for
an educated and more purposeful college debt owner.

To recent graduates who are underemployed, I ad-
vise you to go to your college career office, learn how to
market yourself and know what is available out there to
maximize your skills. A recent college graduate today
should look to earn at least $45,000 — and $70,000-plus
for more technical fields. The $15 minimum wage (at
full time) is equivalent to a $31,200 annual salary, and a
savvy college grad should be able to find a job for more
than that and turn down job offers that are lower. If the
job pays minimum, you are not looking in the right
place; redirect your search. The job market is good, and
a smart grad should have the tools to maximize his or
her opportunities and pay off that debt in a reasonable
length of time while earning a decent salary.

I hope current students take an interest in the vari-
ous success programs offered at their colleges. Me-
andering through the four years without a purpose will
not bode well and there are a multitude of staff mem-
bers ready to help launch you to a successful future, so
use them; it’s part of your tuition.

— Grace Whiting, River Forest

The persecution of the Uighurs
In no way do I intend to be critical of the guest com-

mentary by Mohammad Al-Issa and David Harris
(“How Auschwitz has united Muslims and Jews,” Jan.
29). The importance of opposition to genocide and
hatred can never be overstated. I don’t mean to suggest
that their article is a glass half full. Rather, it is a glass
overflowing with meaning and lessons for all to be ever
mindful of how insidious various types of hatred and
suspicions of “the other” have been, and continue to be.

However, I must wonder whether it was the result of
editorial judgment, political correctness or just simple
oversight, that the systematic and state-sponsored
policies against the Uighurs in China were not men-
tioned and deplored. Christians, Jews, all people of
faith and nonfaith, but especially their fellow followers
of Islam, must not ignore, and must protest loudly, the
plight of the Uighurs, unless the phrase “Never again”
has no meaning.

— Jerrold E. Fink, Highland Park

For online exclusive letters go to www.chicagotribune.
com/letters. Send letters by email to letters@chicago
tribune.com or to Voice of the People, Chicago Tribune,
160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor, Chicago, IL 60601.
Include your name, address and phone number.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

First of all, thank you for
reading.

I know you have a lot of
choices to chew up your
time, so I appreciate you
spending some of it with
me.

I’m being extra nice
because I’ve been reading
the much-talked-about
book “Why We’re Polar-
ized,” by journalist Ezra
Klein, the founder of Vox,
host of a popular podcast
and passionately devoted
analyst of political science
studies.

The importance of the
political polarization topic
has been increasingly obvi-
ous as we’ve headed into
election years like this one.
You could hear it from
Democrats Friday, frus-
trated after Sen. Lamar
Alexander, of Tennessee,
declined to cast one of the
four votes Democrats
needed from Republicans
to call for witnesses in the
Senate impeachment trial
of President Donald
Trump. 

Perhaps inevitably, one
of the culprits singled out
by Klein as a factor in our
deeply divided state is the
news media. As I often have
observed, no one criticizes
media more than those of
us who work in the profes-
sion, and Klein has noticed
the obvious: In the rush for
eyeballs, profit-driven

media are behaving as
competitively as television
news always has.

And as Klein reminds us,
we’ve had an explosion of
news media choices, more
than any normal human
could keep up with.

Think back. Between
1995 and 2005, our choices
expanded greatly. In 1995,
we had our hometown
papers, a few radio stations,
the three nightly network
newscasts, the 15-year-old
CNN and a few news maga-
zines.

A decade later, we had
access via our favorite web
browser to almost any
newspaper or magazine in
the world, Fox News and
MSNBC in the cable news
race as well as satellite
radio, podcasts, blogs and —
well, you get the idea.

But working along with
the media influence are
other polarizing factors,
particularly one that a lot of
people are not always com-
fortable talking about. “A
core argument of this
book,” he writes, “is that
everyone engaged in
American politics is en-
gaged in identity politics.”

Not that there is any-
thing wrong with that,
Klein hastens to add. “This
is not an insult, and it’s not
controversial. … Identity is
present in politics in the
way gravity, evolution or
cognition is present in
politics … because it is
omnipresent in us.”

Unfortunately, the term
“identity politics” has been
weaponized to a degree
that it is almost impossible
to use it to engage others
without having to explain

how your identity shapes
you and that engagement.

Part of the confusion
stems from the use of the
term to demonize margin-
alized groups that are
organizing in their own
interests. That includes not
only controversial, loosely
organized movements
such as Black Lives Matter
but also more mainstream
campaigns for pay equity
for women and people of
color.

And tribal politics, let us
not forget, are not limited
to one party. When we saw
working-class white men
and married white women
turn from voting for Demo-
crat Barack Obama in the
2008 and 2012 elections to
Republican Donald Trump
in 2016, not many people
referred to Trump’s appeal
as “tribal politics.” But the
proper use of that term
helps us to understand why
the switch was made and
whether those voters might
ever switch back.

To me, the polarization
of America’s party politics
explains the shift of African
American voters from the
Republican to Democratic
parties. Close to 40% of
black voters — including
my parents — voted for the
Republican candidate and
war hero Dwight Eisen-
hower in the 1950s. The
realignment we see today
began in 1964 after the
Republican “Party of Lin-
coln” nominated Arizona
Sen. Barry Goldwater, who
had voted against the Civil
Rights Act that year.

It’s hard to believe that,
as Klein points out, the
American Political Science

Association in the 1950s
complained that the two
parties weren’t more polar-
ized, so voters would have
more ideological choices.

Today in Washington,
Congress and the White
House have been grid-
locked by too much polar-
ization.

Other factors cited by
Klein include campaign
finance laws that, ironically,
made the parties weaker as
candidates found alterna-
tive funding sources. The
growth of independent
fundraising, including
donations from outside of
one’s state, encouraged
more extremes as big mon-
ey donors promoted more
extreme positions.

Unfortunately, Klein
does a lot more explaining
of our problems than offer-
ing of solutions, but chang-
ing our “framework for
understanding” is closer to
his purpose, he says. That’s
OK. We need some strate-
gic road maps and moral
compasses to understand
one another in these rap-
idly changing times.

We can begin, for exam-
ple, with reintroducing
ourselves to each other and
doing a better job of listen-
ing across party and tribal
lines. We have the technol-
ogy and the anger to bring a
lot of heat to politics. We
also need to try to bring
some light.

Clarence Page, a member of
the Tribune Editorial Board,
blogs at www.chicago
tribune.com/pagespage.

cpage@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @cptime

Sen. Lamar Alexander, seen Friday, declined to cast a vote Democrats needed to call witnesses in the impeachment trial.

STEVE HELBER/AP 

Yes, we’re polarized, but 
how do we get un-polarized?

Clarence Page 
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EDITORIALS

Every one of the 150 or so stu-
dents at Dr. Pedro Abizu Campos
High School had been labeled a
failure. Yet here, in this unique
charter school tucked behind and
above a storefront steps away
from Humboldt Park, they thrive. 

The students, most between 18
and 21 years old, hustle in and out
of tiny classrooms furnished not
with orderly rows of desks and
chairs but with overstuffed sofas
and colorful tapestries, group
work tables and soft lighting.
“Healing spaces,” in the school’s
parlance. They laugh with their
teachers, they kid one another,
some are hunkered down over
laptops, deep into their classwork.
Hugs, hand slaps, fist bumps.
Teenagers.

The exuberance belies the
struggles that brought most of
them to this school, one of 19 cam-
puses across Chicago that make up
the Youth Connection Charter
School. It’s a nonprofit consortium
of small community schools
founded in 1997 and dedicated to
educating students who have
dropped out, or are about to drop
out, of traditional high schools.

“Without this place, I’d prob-
ably just be working minimum
wage somewhere,” said Wilfredo
Claudio, 21, who struggled to keep
going to classes at the nearby
public high school, Roberto Clem-
ente Community Academy. A
counselor suggested he transfer to
Campos, where he’s now on track
to get his diploma. Without the
switch: “Man, I probably
would’ve made some really bad
decisions.”

The role for 
Tribune readers

The Tribune Editorial Board’s
“Chicago Forward: Young lives in
the balance” initiative is putting a
spotlight on the challenges of
reaching Chicagoland’s discon-
nected youth — the 16- to 24-year-
olds at risk of being out of school,
out of work and far from the path
toward a productive and healthy
life. 

We are calling on you, our
readers, to submit proposals for
new ideas, partnerships and solu-
tions to this problem, which ulti-
mately costs Chicago up to $2 bil-
lion a year in lost earnings, lower
economic growth, lower tax reve-
nues and higher government
spending. 

Today, we consider the role of
schools and education.

Campos High School, founded
in 1972 by Puerto Rican activists
in the neighborhood and later
brought under the umbrella of the
Alternative Schools Network and
YCCS, exemplifies the power of
the school environment in con-
necting young people with serv-
ices and opportunities lacking in
other areas of their lives. 

Over and over, educators and
researchers have emphasized to
us the importance of “wrap-
around services” — counselors,
mentors, on-site child care, pro-
grams to address trauma and
depression, meals. 

Those services support stu-
dents emotionally and physically
so they can stay on track academi-
cally, graduate and live productive
lives. Essentially, it’s using the
in-school setting to help kids deal
with out-of-school issues, such as
poverty, family turmoil and gun
violence.

“There’s a bunch of stuff going
on outside of school,” Campos
student Jessica Vazquez, 17, told
us during a visit to the school in
January, “but then you come
inside and it’s peaceful here. It’s
like a whole big family.”

‘I lost my 
homie last year’

Last year, Gwain Brown, 16,
who was a sophomore at Campos
and a close friend of Vazquez’s,

was shot to death while he and
another male were standing out-
side a store on South Cicero Ave-
nue. 

“I lost my homie last year,” she
said, choking back tears as she
described how the school paused
its normal routines to mourn her
friend’s death. “They support you
emotionally.”

Beyond the normal struggles of
being a teenager, beyond the
added stress that poverty brings
and beyond the double threat of
gangs and drugs on the streets,
each gunshot — no matter the
target — causes a ripple effect of
trauma in our neighborhoods. For
too many young people, school is
their only oasis.

Yet an environment as nurtur-
ing as the one we witnessed at
Campos — with multiple counsel-
ors, small classes and the flexibil-
ity a charter school offers — isn’t
possible in most public schools.

Why not? Money.

Don’t count on City
Hall and Springfield

This is the point where we’d
like to say that every school dis-
trict should have endless funds to
hire countless counselors and
other trained professionals to
nurture each child with unmet
needs through to graduation. We
support that dream. And we be-

lieve that wraparound services at
more schools would make a pro-
found difference for those youth
most at jeopardy of slipping be-
yond our reach.

So we should look to City Hall
for more millions? 

If only. The enormous and
legally enforceable debts and
unfunded pension obligations of
CPS and City Hall are crushing
other priorities.

Should we look instead to
Springfield? 

Same story: State government
is drowning in pension and other
debts. Yes, lawmakers in 2017
passed a new statewide public

school funding formula that di-
rects more money to needier
districts, including CPS. But it
took decades of political wran-
gling to pull off. And the next
recession, whenever it arrives,
will threaten that new funding.

The fierce 
urgency of now

Our most vulnerable youth
don’t have decades to wait for
Springfield to debate incremental
changes to public policy. They are
in crisis now, making decisions
each day about whether to go to
class or skip again, to seek help or

slip away.
That’s why charter schools

such as Campos and other non-
profit organizations that depend
on public and private grants,
remain so essential. In Chicago, in
Illinois, the public sector cannot
do this alone.

Only expanded involvement
from the private sector, in tandem
with government efforts, can
make a difference for the most
imperiled young people of this
metropolis.

Consider the wide-reaching
Communities in Schools, a na-
tional organization that in Chi-
cago partners with 175 CPS
schools. It provides a range of
dropout prevention and student
enrichment programs that have
been proven to keep kids in
school and, in some cases, boost
math and reading skills.

Or initiatives such as WOW
(Working On Womanhood) coun-
seling groups, managed by the
Chicago organization Youth Guid-
ance. WOW serves about 2,400
young women in seventh through
12th grades in 40 Chicago schools
with significant risk factors for
drop out or delinquency.

When we sat in recently with a
WOW group of six juniors at
Benito Juarez Community Acade-
my, a CPS high school in Pilsen,
the young women began with an
accounting of the “thorns and
roses” they’d experienced over
the previous week — the good and
bad that lifted them up or dragged
them down.

The group applauded when
Juanita announced her rose, her
achievement of a 3.6 grade-point
average, higher than she’d ex-
pected, and 100% attendance
during the school year so far.
After the group session, she told
us that WOW had been instru-
mental in pulling it off.

“There used to be times when I
felt like I’d never be able to make
it this far in my junior year,” Jua-
nita said. “If we didn’t have the
WOW group here, I’d probably be
lacking in my classes, doing some
of the work but not all of it. Now
I’m thinking about college.”

CHICAGO FORWARD YOUNG LIVES IN THE BALANCE

The crucial, but limited, role of
schools in keeping our youth on track 

Student Jayy Mathias, 18, stands in a classroom at Campos High School in Chicago on Jan. 23. The charter school aims to keep kids in school. 

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Junior Emari thinks as she talks about “thorns and roses” during a WOW counseling session on Monday at

Benito Juarez Community Academy. WOW serves about 2,400 young women in 40 Chicago schools. 

Junior Danae discusses her personal values during a WOW counseling

session on Monday. 

How to participate
Send your idea using the online
form at bit.ly/37G9CYd



23B Chicago Tribune | Section 1 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

SCOTT STANTIS

Iowa, like America, is a land of myths. It is the
bridges of Madison County. It is the reason Jimmy
Carter and Barack Obama became president. It is
where Donna Reed and John Wayne were born,
where a future Starfleet captain named James T.
Kirk will be raised, in the year 2228, six weeks after
the Iowa caucuses (if we still have them in the 23rd
century). Iowa is where you can play catch at twi-
light with the ghost of your father on a baseball
diamond you built, inadvisably, because a voice in
your head told you to. ...

Iowa loves to feel, to talk, to listen, to prod. Iowa
wants to see the barbecue sauce on a candidate’s
rolled-up sleeves, the run in her stockings. Iowa
wants to judge a candidate’s handshake, glimpse
her treatment of staff, nab him in moments of
fakery.

Iowans shift their schedules to encounter candi-
dates in fleshy 3D, away from the terse theatrics of
billboards and cable-news hits. ... They show up to
town halls on dark nights, as the sky spews sleet, so
they can ask Pete Buttigieg about the price of in-
sulin, because they have friends or patients who
can’t afford it.

They let candidate John Delaney buy them
dinner so they can ask about issues beyond their
white, rural world: the crisis at the border, the mass
incarceration of black men. They volunteer for
positions of leadership, even if they’ve never
thought of themselves as leaders.

Dan Zak, The Washington Post 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

The progress is encouraging,
but the numbers are far from
what we should be able to
achieve. Chicago still has five
times more homicides per
100,000 residents than New York
City and three times as many as
Los Angeles. Becoming “the
safest city in the America” —
Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s bold chal-
lenge to all of us — demands that
we pay attention to our discon-
nected youth.

In Chicago, as the Tribune has
noted, the number of discon-
nected youths — out of school and
out of work — ages 16-24 is sig-
nificantly higher than the na-
tional average. Too often these
young people, mostly men, get
caught up in activities that place
them at high risk of violence and
criminal justice system involve-
ment.

Focusing on disconnected

youth who may or may not be in
the criminal justice system is an
important complement to what
violence prevention groups like
ours do, which is to focus on the
young people most at risk of
shooting or being shot. Discon-
nected youth in Chicago need
relationships with caring adults, a
path into the legal economy and a
feeling of safety in their commu-
nity. They need to have a stake in
Chicago’s future.

We are a coalition of violence-
prevention groups composed of
Metropolitan Family Services,
Heartland Alliance, Communities
Partnering 4 Peace, READI Chi-
cago, and Chicago CRED. To-
gether, we have a shared commit-
ment to creating pathways to
safety, opportunity and jobs. The
dual benefits are reducing vi-
olence in our communities and
providing viable opportunities

that haven’t previously existed.
READI and CRED get men at

highest risk of gun violence off
the streets and into jobs or job
training. In some of Chicago’s
most violence-prone neighbor-
hoods, we provide job training
and placement, therapy, social
services, improved housing and
education. We partner with em-
ployers to give them a paycheck
so they can support themselves
and their families.

CP4P is made up of 15 com-
munity organizations doing
outreach work in 22 South and
West Side neighborhoods. We
train workers to do the outreach
that is hyperlocal, trauma in-
formed, restorative and using
Martin Luther King Jr.’s princi-
ples of nonviolence to interrupt
the cycle of revenge that keeps
violence alive. We offer partici-
pants a comprehensive set of
services based on their needs,
including behavioral health, job
readiness training, GED attain-
ment and legal aid.

Much of this work has been
supported with grants from an
umbrella group of private
funders, the Partnership for Safe
and Peaceful Communities.
Formed in 2016, PSPC has in-
vested nearly $75 million in vi-
olence prevention. Thanks in part
to their support, murders are
down about 35% since 2016.

Overall, shootings are down al-
most 40%. 

However, despite three years of
declining gun violence, it contin-
ues at alarming levels. In fact,
January is already up significantly
over January 2019. We cannot
stand by and accept gun violence
as normal. We must do more,
together.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot and the
Chicago City Council have
stepped forward with $11.5 mil-
lion for violence-prevention
programs this year, but our goal is

to increase the city’s investment
to $50 million per year. We are
seeking additional private money
and advocating for up to
$100 million per year in state
money for violence prevention.

Collectively, these private, city
and state investments will
amount to just a fraction of what
the city, the county and the state
currently spend on policing,
prosecution, incarceration and
health care for shooting victims.
By investing more to prevent
violence, we will not only save
lives but also save money that is
better spent on education, health
care, housing and other vital
services.

New York and LA have done
it, so we know it can be done.
Major cities around the country
are watching us. If we can do it,
so can they. But everyone must
step up: Elected officials at every
level of government, policy ex-
perts, funders, employers, law
enforcement, community groups
and private citizens all have a
crucial role. The time to act is
now.

Vaughn Bryant is executive direc-
tor of CP4P and the Metropolitan
Peace Initiatives of Metropolitan
Family Services. Eddie Bocanegra
is senior director of READI Chi-
cago. Arne Duncan is managing
partner of Chicago CRED.

CHICAGO FORWARD YOUNG LIVES IN THE BALANCE 

Vanessa Perry DeReef, of the Metropolitan Peace Academy, stands on Oct. 1 at Kennedy-King College in Chicago. The academy is an initiative of Communities Partnering 4 Peace. 

CAMILLE FINE/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Violence reduction goes hand in hand
with reaching disconnected youth

By Vaughn Bryant, Eddie Bocanegra and Arne Duncan

Something important is happening in Chicago. The Philadelphia

Inquirer gets it. Here’s the headline from the paper’s Jan. 10 editorial:

“Important lessons for Philadelphia from Chicago’s three-year decline

in gun violence.” That’s a far cry from 2016, when national news outlets

“described the violence in Chicago as ‘spiraling out of control.’ ”

The Dallas Morning News noticed, too, with this Jan. 7 headline:

“Chicago reduced violent crime, so why can’t Dallas?” Our city is in the

process of reversing a narrative about what ABC News once called a

“historic murder total.”

Despite three years
of declining gun 
violence, it continues
at alarming levels.
In fact, January
is already up
significantly over
January 2019. We
cannot stand by and
accept gun violence
as normal. We must
do more, together. 
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DES MOINES, Iowa —
Democratic presidential
candidates seeking victory
in this week’s Iowa cau-
cuses are navigating a field
that is so jumbled that
voters’ second choice could
matter almost as much as
their first, adding fresh un-
certainty and confusion to
the final days of the race.

Lower-polling candi-
dates, including Amy
Klobuchar, Andrew Yang
and Tom Steyer, have been
approached by multiple
campaigns in recent days
eager to form an alliance
that could reshape Mon-
day’s election.

Joe Biden’s team has
been in communication
with lower-polling rivals,
according to several people
familiar with the conversa-
tions who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss
internal strategy. The for-
mer vice president’s cam-
paign dismisses such re-
ports of potential deal-mak-
ing as dramatized accounts
of business as usual. 

But the delicate over-
tures are a test of the leading
campaigns’ ability to assem-
ble a winning coalition and
the capacity of second-tier
candidates to stay relevant. 

And it could be decisive
in determining who leaves
Iowa with the momentum
that will be needed to sus-
tain a long campaign ahead.

“The second-place phe-
nomenon, at least in Iowa, is
not a bad thing at all,” said
Iowa state Sen. Zach Wahls,
who supports Massachu-

setts Sen. Elizabeth Warren.
In contrast to a tradi-

tional election, the caucus
system works like this: Vot-
ers gather at dozens of
caucus locations across the
state and start the night by
pledging support for their
preferred candidate. After
the initial vote count is
taken, voters backing candi-
dates who earn less than
15% are free to shift to other
candidates or go home.

While a dozen Demo-
crats are running for presi-
dent, just four — Biden,
Warren, Bernie Sanders and
Pete Buttigieg — have con-
sistently polled above the
15% threshold in Iowa. Still,
any of the four could see
their support fall short, de-
pending on who shows up

to caucus.
As is the case with Biden

and others, Warren sees an
opportunity to draw sup-
port from Klobuchar, who
has not reached the 15%
threshold in polls to date,
even as the Minnesota sena-
tor’s standing appears to
have improved in recent
weeks. 

“It’s certainly no secret
that Sen. Warren has the
highest favorables of any-
body in the field within
Democratic primary vot-
ers,” Wahls said. “I can tell
you anecdotally that she is
the second choice of a lot of
Klobuchar supporters.”

Klobuchar’s team, aware
that she’s viewed as a source
of second-choice votes from
several campaigns, down-

played the possibility of a
potential deal when asked
about conversations with
rival campaigns.

“We’ve got no plans to
cut any deals with anybody
because we’re going to be
viable,” Klobuchar cam-
paign manager Justin
Buoen said Thursday.
“We’ve got no plans to tell
our supporters what to do.” 

Klobuchar’s Iowa adviser
Norm Sterzenbach said the
campaign was more fo-
cused on trying to win over
supporters of other cam-
paigns. 

“Caucusgoers are going
to go to their second choice
because that’s who they
like, not because of anything
we tell them to do,” he said.
“I just think it’s a waste of

energy for us to focus our
time on trying to make
deals.”

To say the situation is
fluid would be an under-
statement. 

Just four days before the
Iowa contest, polling sug-
gests that more than half of
the state’s likely Democratic
voters are open to changing
their minds.

Forty-five percent of all
likely Democratic caucus-
goers named a first choice
but said they could be per-
suaded to support another
candidate, and 13% did not
indicate a first choice, ac-
cording to the CNN/Des
Moines Register poll con-
ducted last month.

At the same time, history
holds few examples of final-

days deals between rival
campaigns that had a sig-
nificant effect.

One may be in 2004,
when North Carolina Sen.
John Edwards and Ohio
Rep. Dennis Kucinich
struck a deal to support
each other. While Edwards
was surging at the time, the
pact was more aimed at
hurting former Vermont
Gov. Howard Dean. 

In the end, Edwards fin-
ished a strong second be-
hind Massachusetts Sen.
John Kerry, and Kucinich
finished a distant fifth. Dean
finished a disappointing
third.

Should history repeat it-
self in 2020, top-tier cam-
paigns see major opportuni-
ty in Klobuchar, who ap-
pears to be on the rise yet
has struggled to hit the
viability threshold. They’re
also eyeing Tulsi Gabbard,
Steyer and Yang, who have
been mired in the single
digits for months.

Yang acknowledged last
week that multiple cam-
paigns have reached out to
his team about potential
alliances. 

Speaking on Wednesday,
he said he’s not planning to
urge his supporters to head
to a specific second choice if
he doesn’t make it past the
first round of voting.

“Right now we have no
guidance for our caucusgo-
ers who don’t find us to be
viable,” he said, downplay-
ing his ability to direct his
voters toward any specific
candidate, even if he
wanted to.

“The people that support
my campaign are very div-
erse in their leanings,” he
added. “I frankly think I’d
have a hard time getting
them to do anything that
they weren’t naturally in-
clined to do.”

In 2nd choices, a singular opening 

Democratic presidential hopeful Joe Biden campaigns Saturday at a community center in North Liberty, Iowa.

ANDREW HARNIK/AP 

Caucus candidates,
locked in tight race,
reach out to others
By Steve Peoples 
and Will Weissert
Associated Press

DES MOINES, Iowa —
The Democratic National
Committee has dropped
grassroots fundraising
qualifications for the party’s
Feb. 19 debate before the
Nevada caucuses, opening
the possibility that billion-
aire Michael Bloomberg
could make his first appear-
ance on stage.

The party announced
Friday three different ways
for candidates to reach the
debate stage that involve
reaching certain polling

thresholds or banking a
convention delegate in the
first two nominating con-
tests held in Iowa and New
Hampshire. All previous
debates have included a
fundraising element, and
since September, candi-
dates have had to reach
both polling thresholds and
grassroots fundraising
marks. 

Bloomberg, a former
New York City mayor, has
not yet hit the polling
marks, but he will have until
Feb. 18, the day before the
debate, to do so. 

Under the DNC rules,
candidates have multiple
paths to the stage: reach
10% support in some com-
bination of four national
polls or early state polls
from Nevada or South Car-
olina; reach 12% support in
two polls from Nevada or
South Carolina or both; or
bank a convention delegate
in Iowa or New Hampshire,
which host the first two
nominating votes in early
February.

Party Chairman Tom
Perez and his aides have
said for months that the

DNC would likely shift to
qualifying standards based
on actual results once vot-
ing began. But the move is
nonetheless significant giv-
en Bloomberg’s unique
presence in the race.

Bloomberg is self-fund-
ing his bid — spending $188
million from the time he
entered the race Nov. 24
until the end of the year,
according to disclosures —
and thus never could have
qualified had Perez contin-
ued to require debate par-
ticipants to reach a certain
number of donors.

Democratic presidential hopeful Michael Bloomberg has

spent $188 million of his own money on the campaign.

SAUL MARTINEZ/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Bloomberg could qualify for Feb. 19 debate 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
spotlight on brain injuries
suffered by American troops
in Iraq last month is an
example of America’s epi-
sodic attention to this invisi-
ble war wound, which has
affected hundreds of thou-
sands over the past two
decades but is not yet fully
understood.

Unlike physical wounds,
such as burns or the loss of
limbs, traumatic brain in-
juries aren’t obvious and can
take time to diagnose. The
full impact — physically and
psychologically — may not
be evident for some time, as
studies have shown links
between TBI and mental
health problems. 

They cannot be dismissed
as mere “headaches” — the
word used by President
Donald Trump as he said
the injuries suffered by the
troops in Iraq were not
necessarily serious.

Gen. Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and a veteran of com-
bat in Iraq and Afghanistan,
told reporters that the num-
ber of service members di-
agnosed with TBI from the

Jan. 8 Iranian missile attack
in Iraq has now grown
beyond the 50 reported last
week, although he provided
no specific number. Milley
said all are categorized as
“mild” injuries, but in some
cases the troops will be
monitored “for the rest of
their lives.”

Speaking alongside Mil-
ley, Defense Secretary Mark
Esper said the Pentagon is
vigorously studying ways to
prevent brain injuries on the
battlefield and to improve
diagnosis and treatment.
Milley said it’s possible, in
some cases, that symptoms
of TBI from the Iranian
missile attack on an air base
in Iraq on Jan. 8 will not
become apparent for a year
or two.

“We’re early in the stage
of diagnosis, we’re early in
the stage of therapy for
these troops,” Milley said.

William Schmitz, na-
tional commander for the
Veterans of Foreign Wars,
last week cautioned the
Trump administration
against taking the TBI issue
lightly.

“TBI is known to cause
depression, memory loss,
severe headaches, dizziness
and fatigue,” sometimes
with long-term effects,” he
said, while calling on Trump
to apologize for his “mis-
guided remarks.”

Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr., a

New Jersey Democrat and
founder of the Congres-
sional Brain Injury Task
Force, faulted Trump for
displaying “a clear lack of
understanding of the devas-
tating impacts of brain in-
jury.”

When it announced that
the number of TBI cases in
Iraq had grown to 50, the
Pentagon said more could
come to light later. No one
was killed in the missile
attack, which was an Irani-
an effort to avenge the
killing of Qassem Soleimani,
its most powerful general
and leader of its paramili-
tary Quds force, in an
American drone strike in
Baghdad.

Details of the U.S. injuries
have not been made public,
although the Pentagon said
31 of the 50 who were
diagnosed with traumatic
brain injury have recovered
enough to return to duty.
The severity of the other
cases has not been disclosed.

The Pentagon did not
announce the first con-
firmed cases until more than
a week after the Iranian
attack; at that point it said
there were 11 cases. The
question of American casu-
alties took on added impor-
tance at the time of the
Iranian strike because the
degree of damage was seen
as influencing a U.S. deci-
sion on whether to counter-

attack and risk a broader
war with Iran. Trump chose
not to retaliate, and the
Iranians then indicated
their strike was sufficient
for the time being.

The arc of attention to
TBI began in earnest, for the
U.S. military, in the early
years after it invaded Iraq in
2003 to topple President
Saddam Hussein. His de-
mise gave rise to an insur-
gency that confounded the
Americans with crude but
devastatingly effective road-
side bombs. Survivors often
suffered not just grievous
physical wounds but also
concussions that, along with
psychological trauma, be-
came known as the invisible
wounds of war.

“For generations, battle-

field traumatic brain in-
juries were not understood
and often dismissed,” said
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, a New
Hampshire Democrat.

The injuries have often
been dismissed in part be-
cause the problem is not
fully understood, although
the Pentagon began focus-
ing on the problem in the
early 1990s when it estab-
lished a head injury pro-
gram that grew into today’s
Defense and Veteran’s Brain
Injury Center. Among its
work, the center provides
published reviews of re-
search related to TBI, in-
cluding links between se-
vere TBI and behavioral
issues such as alcohol abuse
and suicide.

A study published last

month by University of
Massachusetts Amherst
health services researchers
concluded that military
members who suffered a
moderate or severe TBI are
more likely than those with
other serious injuries to
experience mental health
disorders. 

Concern about TBI has
recently given rise to ques-
tions about whether mili-
tary members may suffer
long-term health damage
even from low-level blasts
away from the battlefield.

“We’re finding that even a
mild blast can cause long-
term, life-changing health
issues,” said Riyi Shi, a
professor of neuroscience
and biomedical engineering
at Purdue University.

Brain injuries shine light
on invisible war wounds
US troops hurt in
Iran attack bring
issue to forefront
By Robert Burns
Associated Press

On Thursday, the Defense Department said 64 troops have been diagnosed with trauma-

tic brain injuries after the Iranian missile strike Jan. 13 at al-Asad Air Base in Iraq.

SERGEY PONOMAREV/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — Last
May, Sen. Elizabeth Warren
tweeted a photograph of a dog
surrounded by the chewed-up
detritus of what appeared to be
some unfortunate household
item. It was Bailey, her family’s
adolescent golden retriever.

“Bailey was a bad boy this
morning,” she wrote. “But at least
he’s sorry.”

Bailey often appears in his
owner’s social media accounts. 

So do Truman and Buddy, the
mixed-breed dogs who belong to
Pete Buttigieg and his husband,
Chasten — although as befitting
media-savvy members of a millen-
nial-run household, they also have
their own, dog-centric Twitter
feed.

Non-punctuated and mostly
nonsensical, Truman and Buddy’s
posts feature approximations of
the sort of things Midwestern
dogs might say, if they actually
said anything. Topics include
Christmas (“ther is a tree in the
living room again”; irony
(“GLAM,” next to a goofy selfie);
and stoner-type observations
about food and identity (“I AM A
LOAF OF OFN BREAD”).

W.C. Fields famously advised
actors never to work with animals,
lest they be upstaged or unpleas-
antly surprised by unscripted mo-
ments.

Michael Bloomberg, the former
mayor of New York, seemed to
illustrate the wisdom of this ad-
vice last week on the campaign
trail in Vermont.

Introduced to a dog, he grabbed
its nose and shook hello — not a
traditional greeting, but a maneu-
ver that seemed quintessentially
Bloomberg-esque, as if he had
studied the manual for how to be a
normal person but hadn’t gotten
the details right.

But for most politicians, dogs
are no-downside campaign en-
hancers: friendly foils, emollient
front-animals, reliable comic re-
lief providers, and slobbery good
will ambassadors. They can make
even the chilliest candidate seem
warmer.

According to the most recent
survey of pet owners by the
American Pet Products Associ-
ation, a trade group, some 63.4
million American households
have dogs, a state of affairs that
creates a natural constituency of
citizens who might be disposed
toward dog-owning candidates.
And dogs make great surrogates,
in part because they never say
anything, let alone the wrong
thing.

Dogs also make excellent presi-
dential props, of course. 

President Richard Nixon
weathered a financial-impropri-
eties scandal during his vice presi-
dential run in 1952 before becom-
ing president by, in part, speaking
eloquently (for him) about Check-
ers, the dog his family had ac-
cepted as a gift. President Herbert
Hoover, burdened with a stuffy,
stilted image, successfully human-
ized himself by releasing a photo-

graph in which he communed in a
manly yet affectionate manner
with his German shepherd, King
Tut.

And fans of President Barack
Obama loved it when his family
brought Bo and then Sunny, Por-
tuguese water dogs, into the
White House, even after Sunny
knocked down a 2-year-old visitor.

(The exception to all this, as is
so often the case, is President
Donald Trump, who regularly
compares his enemies to dogs in
terms unflattering to the dogs, and
is the only president in 100 years
not to have installed a First Dog in
the White House. But the normal
rules of politics generally don’t
apply to him. He doesn’t even have
a cat.)

Many of the Democratic candi-
dates for president have dogs,
including former Vice President
Joe Biden, who has two: Champ
and Major, both German shep-
herds. The two make occasional
social media appearances, most
notably this past Christmas, when
Biden tweeted out holiday greet-
ings that showed the dogs in a
“Home Alone”-style video rooting

under the tree, munching on
Christmas cookies and cavorting
with what looked like a squeaky
stuffed Santa toy.

Meanwhile, Warren’s and
Buttigieg’s dogs are highly visible
features of their campaigns, in
notably different ways.

Bailey has been a rambunctious
part of Warren’s bid for the
Democratic nomination since he
came into her family’s life, a gift of
her husband, Bruce, in 2018. He
travels in the car with the couple
when they drive to New Hamp-
shire for campaign events and had
been a stand in for the senator in
Iowa — when she was stuck in
Washington at the president’s
impeachment trial.

“He’s still a puppy, but he has
that incredible love-the-people
mentality,” the candidate’s son and
sometime dogsitter, Alex Warren,
said last month at the campaign’s
field office in Cambridge. 

Alex Warren, 43, had brought
Bailey to a meet-the-dog event for
volunteers.

Introduced as “our future first
dog,” Bailey proved a charismatic
if unpredictable surrogate, whack-

ing things with his tail, rolling
around with his paws in the air,
munching on hoodies and slob-
bering on the volunteers. 

“The selfie line with Bailey is a
really acrobatic experience,” Alex
Warren said.

Alex Warren, an IT consultant,
took a disciplined approach to the
interview, confining his answers
to the subject of Bailey. 

But he did reveal that he and his
wife have their own dog, Oberon,
aka Obi Warren Kenobi, and that
Obi and Bailey spent last Hallow-
een together. Obi dressed as Bat-
dog, and Bailey was festooned
with two large pennies to depict
Warren’s belief that wealth over
$50 million should be subject to a
2% annual surcharge.

“That’s the scariest costume the
wealthy will ever see,” a user
named Zach tweeted in response.

Bailey is a popular figure in the
wider canine community in Fresh
Pond park in Cambridge. “A lot of
us recognize Bailey before we see
the senator,” said Jennifer Kay
Goodman, 53, who showed up at
the campaign event with Pelé, her
Boston terrier, and some home-
made dog biscuits.

Dog ownership is a good quality
in a candidate, she said. “If you can
take care of a dog, and dogs like
you, it says a lot about your
character.”

But while Bailey is a flesh-and-
blood participant in campaign
events, the Buttigieg pets, Truman
and Buddy, are mainly virtual
ones, at least so far. They regularly
appear in the social media feeds of
the candidate and his husband.
But their Twitter account (@first-
dogsSB), is popular, with 90,500
followers.

Fans follow the ups and downs
of the dogs’ lives, learning of their
hopes and passions, including
those that have to do with peanut
butter. In October, the subject was
Buddy’s Halloween costume, a
shiny green-and-yellow outfit, the

meaning of which was unclear at
first.

“OMG GOT MY
HALOSWEEN COSTUM,” the
dog (or someone in the voice of
the dog) wrote. “DO YOU WANT
TO SEEZ IT OMG I AM so
EXCITE.”

But what was it, exactly? The
caption on the photo said it:
“ACVOCADO.”

The Buttigieg dogs have taken a
bold approach to the classic Twit-
ter conundrum: Do you say some
normal thing while abiding by
conventional rules of spelling,
grammar and punctuation, or are
we pioneering a whole new fre-
estyling vernacular in which there
seems to be no filter between our
random fleeting thoughts and our
thrilled belief that other people
want to hear them?

Don’t ask the Buttigieg cam-
paign. “Buddy and Truman have
full creative control over their
Twitter account,” Tess Whittlesey,
deputy national press secretary,
said via email.

As for the dogs’ part in the
campaign: “The dogs primarily
serve in the important role of
South Bend representatives for
the campaign while Pete and
Chasten are on the road,” she said.
“They have quite the following in
South Bend as well, and always
enjoy running into friends and
neighbors when they are walking
around the city. They haven’t hit
the campaign trail quite yet, but
hope to soon.”

Interestingly enough, Bailey
does not have his own social
media account. An independent
fan account (@FirstDogBailey) is
operated by Robert Abare, 28, who
works for a think tank in Washing-
ton.

In contrast to the Buttigieg
dogs’ Twitter account, which is
managed by humans “as if they’re
actually dogs who can’t speak
English and don’t understand
what Twitter is,” Abare said, “I
took an approach that Warren is
an intellectual who is running this
aggressive campaign focused on
issues like corruption.”

In Abare’s rendering, Bailey
reflects his owner’s politics.

“Buddy and Truman never
make political statements, but I try
to make Bailey into this prog-
ressive-warrior-like golden re-
triever,” he said. “I make little
jokes that blend dog humor with
economic progressive activism.”

“Hi! I’m Bailey Warren,” the
account’s pinned tweet says. “I
like long walks, belly rubs, and
financial regulations that hold
billionaires and corporations ac-
countable.”

Recent posts have touched on
such topics as Warren’s attitude
toward the rich (“Mom put bil-
lionaire tears in my water bowl”)
and, after Bloomberg’s weird
nose-shake with the dog in New
Hampshire, “Hmmm shake my
paw, not my teeth thx Mike.”

The account currently has
26,700 followers.

“People respond to the tweets
as if I’m actually a dog,” Abare
said. “Sometimes I wonder if
people are crazy.”

Elizabeth Warren’s dog, Bailey, visits a campaign office Jan. 14 in Cambridge, Mass. Bailey “has that incredible love-the-people mentality,” the candidate’s son, Alex Warren, says.

ELIZABETH FRANTZ /THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS

LOYAL CAMPAIGNERS
Presidential hopefuls feature dogs on social media — and at some events — to cozy up to voters

By Sarah Lyall
The New York Times

Sen. Warren’s golden retriever sits with potential voters at a campaign event Jan. 2 in Hanover, N.H.

A coloring page of Bailey, a gift from Warren’s husband in 2018, on a

campaign office wall. Dogs are featured in some political campaigns.
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WASHINGTON — The
turbulence of impeach-
ment, a contentious presi-
dential campaign and a
global virus health threat
confront President Donald
Trump as he prepares to
deliver his State of the
Union address Tuesday
night. But one thing about
the Trump era has re-
mained remarkably steady:
public opinion on the presi-
dent.

Approval of Trump has

stayed persistently in nega-
tive territory, and the coun-
try is more polarized now
than it has been under any
other president in recent
history. Polls also show
Americans expressing sig-
nificant dissatisfaction with
the direction of the country
and even more so with the
state of politics.

Even with those down-
beat numbers, Americans
have largely positive views
of both the economy and
how Trump is handling it.

Trump is the third presi-
dent in U.S. history to be

impeached by the House of
Representatives. The Re-
publican-controlled Senate,
which is conducting the
trial, narrowly rejected
Democratic demands Fri-
day to summon witnesses,
all but ensuring Trump’s
acquittal. Final voting on his
fate is scheduled for
Wednesday, on the heels of
Trump’s prime-time speech
the night before.

Impeachment proceed-
ings have closely split the
public.

In a January poll by The
Associated Press-NORC

Center for Public Affairs
Research, slightly more said
the Senate should vote to
convict Trump and remove
him from office than said it
should not, 45% to 40%. An
additional 14% of those
questioned said they did not
know enough to have an
opinion.

In the survey, 42% of
Americans said they
thought Trump did some-
thing illegal in his July 25
phone call with the presi-
dent of Ukraine, Volodymyr
Zelenskiy, and an additional
32% said he did something

unethical.
Still, the president has

consistently been lifted by
Americans’ assessment of
his handling of the econo-
my, which boasts a 3.5%
unemployment rate and
steady job growth. 

Just as Trump will out-
line his goals for the re-
mainder of his term on
Tuesday night, Americans
have their own idea of what
should be a priority this
year.

An AP-NORC poll in De-
cember found Americans
identified in an open-ended

question the economy,
health care, immigration
and the environment as top
issues for the government
to address in 2020.

Few expected the gov-
ernment to make progress
on the issues most impor-
tant to them.

In the same poll, about 2
in 10 Americans said they
were satisfied with the way
things are going in the
country today. Nearly 6 in 10
were dissatisfied. Looking
ahead, more expected
things would get worse, not
better.

Polls show Americans are dissatisfied with the state of things
By Hannah Fingerhut
Associated Press

the impeachment inquiry
just how reluctant Republi-
cans were to challenge
Trump’s impulses. Coming
out of the trial it’s uncertain
whether there is anything
he can do in office that
would draw more than a
passing, rhetorical rebuke
from his party.

To Democrats, who initi-
ated the impeachment
process in hopes of pulling
at least a handful of moder-
ate or retiring GOP lawmak-
ers to their side, Republi-
cans are sending the mes-
sage that, when it comes to
Trump, nothing matters.
His grip on the party is
complete.

“No,” Rep. Hakeem Jef-
fries, one of the House
Democratic impeachment
managers, said in a retort to
Republicans. “Lawlessness
matters, abuse of power
matters, corruption mat-
ters. The Constitution mat-
ters.”

The reasons are clear for
Republican lawmakers’ fe-
alty to Trump. He inspires a
loyalty borne of fear and
retribution but also of the
belief that Republicans’
own political fortunes are
directly tied to his. Though
that brings with it risk in the
November election, most
vulnerable Republicans
can’t succeed without him.

On the brink of the ac-
quittal vote, some Republi-
can senators insist that
doesn’t mean they are sim-

ply giving Trump a pass.
They argue there is more to
consider in this moment
than a yes or no question.

GOP Sen. Lamar Alexan-
der of Tennessee, who is not
seeking reelection, called
Trump’s overtures to
Ukraine “inappropriate”
and thoroughly proved by
House Democrats, but that
Trump’s actions did not rise
to the level of high crimes
and misdemeanors. Sen.
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., went
so far as to suggest Trump’s
actions may have indeed
been impeachable, but Ru-
bio argued that removing
Trump from office was not
the right remedy.

“Just because actions
meet a standard of im-

peachment does not mean it
is in the best interest of the
country to remove a presi-
dent from office,” Rubio
said.

But behind the flickers of
disapproval and the sober,
carefully parsed statements,
the all but certain acquittal
vote Wednesday means Re-
publicans are also accepting
Trump’s behavior and es-
tablishing a precedent for
the ways in which an
American president can
wield the power of the
office for personal political
gain.

Trump has long made
clear that he sees few limits
to his power. He saw vindi-
cation, not flashing warning
lights, after special counsel

Robert Mueller’s investiga-
tion into his possible ob-
struction of justice ended
without any consequences.
Shortly after that inquiry
ended, Trump stated that
the Constitution gives him
“the right to do whatever I
want as president.” 

At times during the im-
peachment case, Trump’s
lawyers echoed those same
arguments, most notably
when retired Harvard law
professor Alan Dershowitz
said that if a president
believes his personal inter-
ests are in the national
interests, then his actions
are not impeachable.

Though Dershowitz later
tried to back away from the
most expansive interpreta-

tions of his remarks, the
crux of his argument re-
mained: Trump wasn’t out
of bounds in seeking a
foreign government’s assist-
ance for personal political
gain.

Democrats believed this
investigation was different
from those that preceded it,
including Mueller’s, be-
cause it was rooted in
Trump’s own words to
Ukraine’s president and
confirmed in a rough tran-
script made public by the
president.

As the impeachment case
began, some Republican
lawmakers expressed pub-
lic concern over the presi-
dent ’s dealings with
Ukraine; even more did so

privately.
There were also mo-

ments that tested Republi-
cans’ loyalty to Trump.

The release of text mes-
sages from administration
officials as they struggled
with Trump’s decision to
involve his personal lawyer,
Rudy Giuliani, in efforts to
investigate former Vice
President Joe Biden and the
Democratic National Com-
mittee. The televised testi-
mony of career public serv-
ants who raised grave con-
cerns about Trump’s ac-
tions in real time. And then
there was last week’s revela-
tion that former national
security adviser John
Bolton will reveal in an
upcoming book that the
president told him directly
that crucial military aid to
Ukraine was being held up
until Ukraine agreed to the
investigations into Demo-
crats.

But those flashes of GOP
anxiety proved to be fleet-
ing and Republicans found
reasons to stand by the
president.

Trump will now cam-
paign with the stain of
impeachment on his record,
but it’s unclear whether the
case that has tied up Wash-
ington for four months will
still be fresh in voters’
minds in November.

One thing certain is that
Trump’s acquittal will be
followed by new revelations
related to the impeachment
case. Among them: legal
cases pending that relate to
Giuliani’s work in Ukraine
and documents that have
yet to be made public.

GOP
Continued from Page 1

President Donald Trump is seen Friday in the Oval Office in Washington. He is expected to be acquitted Wednesday.

T.J. KIRKPATRICK/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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MEXICO CITY — After
a decade of fighting for
stronger food labeling
standards in one of the
most obese countries in the
world, Mexican activists
are celebrating a new rule
that will require warning
labels on high-calorie
products. 

The recently approved
new rules will require
black octagonal stop signs
to be printed on the front of
packages reading “high in
calories,” “excessive salt”
or “high in saturated fat,”

among other things.
In a country where

75.2% of people older than
20 are either obese or
overweight, current la-
beling rules require only a
back-of-package listing of
how much a product con-
tains of daily recom-
mended intake of key in-
gredients.

Consumer activist Ale-
jandro Calvillo said current
labeling rules were so unin-
telligible — each company
lists “portion sizes” as it
sees fit — that in one study,
only 3% of university nutri-
tion students could cor-

rectly interpret the labels.
For example, some prod-
ucts use 30 grams as a
standard comparison, some
100 grams.

The new label standards
were approved by health
authorities and announced
over the weekend.

Special warning strips
will be included for ingre-
dients like caffeine and
trans-fats, stating “not rec-
ommended for children.”

“This recognizes the
right of consumers to have
at least a minimal amount
of information in the face of
a health problem, a health

catastrophe,” Calvillo said.
“This is an issue where
Mexico has to take the lead,
because it has a very seri-
ous problem.”

A recent study by the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Devel-
opment shows Mexico
stands to lose the greatest
amount of life expectancy
— an average of at least 4
years — due to obesity-
related problems. 

In coming years, the
country could lose over 5%
of its GDP to obesity-re-
lated problems, including
lost work hours and health

costs.
Health authorities say

39% of Mexicans are over-
weight, and 36% obese.
About 10% of Mexicans
have some form of diabetes.

Authorities have not said
when the new rules will go
into effect, and Calvillo said
food companies are ex-
pected to file court appeals
against the new rules, as
they have in the past.

The new rules represent
a rare victory for Mexico’s
civic and nongovernmental
groups, which have had a
testy relationship with
President Andres Manuel

Lopez Obrador.
Lopez Obrador has

slammed anti-crime and
anti-corruption groups as
representing conservative
opponents. But it may have
helped the labeling cause
that one of the president’s
first government jobs in the
1980s was in the consumer
protection agency. 

“The people in the
Health Department, the
Economy Department, the
federal health standards
agency have, for the first
time ever, not been co-
opted by economic inter-
ests,” Calvillo said. 

Mexico anti-obese activists win fight with labeling standards for food
Associated Press

BEIJING — Carrying
permits demanding “fast
passage,” truck drivers
rushed a 560-ton shipment
of disinfectant from eastern
China to Wuhan, the
locked-down city of 11 mil-
lion people at the center of a
vast effort to contain a new
viral disease.

Outside the metropolis in
central China, the cargo was
shifted to local trucks with
drivers in masks and pro-
tective suits, part of a tightly
controlled flow of food and
other supplies through
checkpoints that have
blocked most access to
Wuhan since Jan. 23.

As global anxiety about
the new virus rises, author-
ities have blocked 50 mil-
lion people from leaving
Wuhan and nearby cities at
the center of the outbreak.
That in turn requires a
massive effort to keep them
supplied with food and
other necessities.

“Wuhan is not an isolated
island,” declared a state
newspaper, the Yangtze
Daily. 

Few governments could
attempt such drastic restric-
tions on a population bigger
than South Korea’s or Aus-
tralia’s. They are made pos-
sible by the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s extensive con-
trols on society and experi-
ence combating the
2002-03 SARS epidemic.

Some trucks are allowed
to leave the 17 locked-down
cities to collect food. Photos
in state media show them
lined up at checkpoints,
their drivers wearing face
masks. Police, shrouded in
white protective suits, ex-
amine the drivers for the
virus’s telltale fever. Those
without passes are turned
back. 

Schools, cinemas and
restaurants are closed in
Wuhan, an industrial center
with a population 11⁄2 times

that of New York City. To
keep people at home and
reduce chances for infec-
tion, subway and bus serv-
ices are shut down, and
private vehicle use is
banned in downtown areas.

The government of
Hubei province, where all
the cities are located, has
promised adequate supplies
of vegetables, rice, meat and
medical supplies. 

It said authorities were
working with retailers to
bring food from as far away
as Yunnan province in the
southwest and Hainan is-
land in the South China Sea.
A crackdown on hoarding
and price-gouging by mer-
chants was announced after
food costs spiked.

“Please do not panic, do
not hoard, so as not to cause
waste,” said a government
announcement. 

China has reported more
than 14,000 confirmed
cases of the virus, which can
cause pneumonia and other
severe respiratory symp-
toms. So far more than 300

have died.
The shipment of disin-

fectant Jan. 25 was moved
by drivers from two truck-
ing companies in the east-
ern province of Jiangsu,
according to the manager of
one of the companies, Hua-
i’an Hazardous Goods
Transport Co.

With official passes, the
18 teams of drivers cut the
normal 20-hour travel time
to 15 hours, according to the
manager, Liu Hankang.

“Enterprises must take
on this responsibility,” Liu
said by phone.

The government has re-
leased no details of how it is
enforcing travel curbs on
smaller roads and villages
on the outskirts of the vast
locked-down area. 

Residents contacted by
phone said most supermar-
kets still have adequate food
supplies. 

“They can meet our
needs for the time being,”
said a 40-year-old father of
two in Wuhan who would
give only his surname, Cai. 

Residents are wary of
talking to reporters after
authorities said eight doc-
tors were punished in De-
cember for warning about
the emergence of the virus.

Authorities can draw on
an extensive surveillance
network involving thou-
sands of video cameras,
smartphone tracking, moni-
toring of social media and
other tools developed with
the help of Western tech-
nology to protect the party’s
monopoly on power.

Hospitals are straining to
cope with thousands of
virus patients while doctors
also treat other cases. 

State media say police in
protective gear are sta-
tioned at hospitals to sepa-
rate people arriving with
fevers and other possible
virus symptoms from other
patients. 

Rui Zhong, a Wuhan na-
tive who lives in Washing-
ton, D.C., said that her
mother’s elderly cousin
died in the city in the past 10
days after a delay in the

arrival of an ambulance.
A 73-year-old man with a

lung problem, he died on
the way to the hospital,
Zhong said. 

“It’s hard to know for
sure: could he have been
saved?” said Zhong, who
works at the Woodrow Wil-
son Center. “But my family
will always wonder.” 

The cause of death was
never determined. “The
doctors didn’t look at it
super-closely,” she said. “He
was cremated.” 

The city is racing to build
a 1,000-bed hospital for
virus patients. It is due to
open Monday, 10 days after
construction began. A sec-
ond hospital with 1,500
beds is to open soon.

Parents contacted by
phone say children, forced
to stay home, do homework
and watch TV. 

A restaurant chef in
Jingzhou, another Hubei
city, said his 12-year-old son
was getting restless. 

“He wanted to go out, but
I had to keep him home,”

said the chef, who would
give only his surname,
Nong. 

Police in Jingzhou were
stopping pedestrians on
empty streets to check their
temperature and ask their
addresses, Nong said. 

“We grow our own vege-
tables, but the stocks can
last only for another 10 days
or so,” said Nong. “I guess
the village committee will
need to offer us supplies if
we are still banned from
going out.” 

Liu Xiaoran, a Wuhan
University journalism stu-
dent, said she and her par-
ents had Lunar New Year
dinner, China’s most impor-
tant family event of the year,
with relatives over WeChat,
a popular messaging serv-
ice. She said her grand-
parents refuse to leave
home or receive visitors. 

Liu said one woman she
knows begged for help on-
line after four of her five
family members were quar-
antined in three different
hospitals. She asked for
beds in the same hospital or
else help traveling to the
different facilities to look
after them, a task made
harder by Wuhan’s closure
of bus and subway service.

When she goes out, “I
wear two layers of masks,
try not to touch anywhere,
keep a distance from others
and disinfect with alcohol
right after coming home,”
said Liu, 21. “I feel nervous,
especially when I go some-
where with a lot of people,
such as drugstores or super-
markets.” 

Other cities are imposing
their own travel controls.
Some apartment complexes
in Beijing bar anyone but
residents from entering.
People in two villages on the
Chinese capital’s outskirts
say they have set up their
own barriers to prevent
outsiders from entering. 

The government of
Shanghai, a global business
center of 25 million, has
extended the end of the
Lunar New Year holiday to
Feb. 9 to encourage the
public to stay home and
avoid spreading infection. 

It takes a nation to lock down a city 
It takes huge effort
to care for Wuhan
amid quarantine 
By Joe McDonald
Associated Press

Chinese police wear protective masks as they stand guard on a main road Friday in Beijing.

KEVIN FRAYER/GETTY 

HONG KONG — New
walls are rising between
China and the world as the
country grapples with a
fast-moving coronavirus
and its mounting death toll.

Vietnam on Saturday be-
came the latest country to
try to close itself off from
the world’s most populous
country, barring all flights
from and to China. Overall,
nearly 10,000 flights have
been canceled since the
outbreak.

Australia joined the
United States in temporari-
ly denying entry to nonciti-
zens who have recently
traveled to the country.
Japan also said it would bar
foreigners who had recently
been in the Chinese prov-
ince at the center of the
outbreak, or whose pass-
ports were issued there.

At least 24 countries have
reported cases since China
informed the World Health
Organization about the
virus in late December. On
Saturday, the Philippines
reported the first virus
death outside of China, a
44-year-old man from
Wuhan.

As the death toll in-
creases and more countries

cut off China, the economic
and political crisis caused
by the virus is intensifying
there, with authorities com-
ing under scrutiny for their
slow initial response.

Major businesses have
started to acknowledge the
effect the virus is having on
their bottom lines. 

Earlier, Apple had said it
was rerouting part of its
supply chain but would
shut only one store. 

By Saturday, it said it
would close all 42 of its
stores in mainland China,
its third-biggest market and
where it generates about
one-sixth of its sales, until
Feb. 9.

It was the latest move by
some of the world’s biggest
companies to shift supply
chains and adjust opera-
tions in China.

Chinese officials have
been changing course after
their initially slow response
to the virus. A government
expert admitted he had
been wrong to say the virus
was under control in early
January. And the mayor of a
town near Wuhan, the cen-
ter of the outbreak, was
fired for negligence after
the disabled teenage son of
a quarantined patient died. 

The cause of death was
still under investigation.

But Chinese authorities

also appeared to be taking
tougher measures to stifle
criticism, for example
scrubbing the internet of an
article critical of the gov-
ernment in The Global
Times, a tabloid controlled
by the governing Commu-
nist Party.

As the number of deaths
and new cases rapidly rose
— 304 deaths and 14,380
cases by Sunday — interna-
tional organizations and
foreign countries reacted.

The State Department
issued a travel alert urging
Americans not to go to
China because of the public
health threat. Delta, United
and American Airlines sus-
pended all flights between
the U.S. and mainland
China.

By the time the World
Health Organization de-
clared the outbreak a global
health emergency Thurs-
day, some of the world’s
biggest companies had
barred their employees
from any travel to China,
and countries began to close
their borders.

China’s Foreign Ministry,
for its part, has blasted the
U.S. government for restric-
ting the entry of Chinese
nationals due to the co-
ronavirus outbreak.

“While the WHO has
only just specifically ad-

vised against any travel re-
strictions, the U.S. has de-
cided to act in the opposite
way. This has set a bad
example,” ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying said.

Even as some countries
took drastic measures, their
leaders also acknowledged
the economic impact.

“It’s going to hurt us,”
warned Lee Hsien Loong,
prime minister of Singa-
pore, after announcing that
the small island state would
bar all Chinese visitors and
foreigners who had traveled
to China within the past 14
days.

Restaurants, travel op-
erators and hotels in Singa-

pore were all “bound to be
significantly affected,” Lee
said.

On Saturday, Australia
joined the U.S. and a grow-
ing list of other countries
and cities that have issued
travel warnings in an at-
tempt to stem the flow of
people who could be carry-
ing the virus. The U.S. gov-
ernment said Friday that it
would temporarily deny en-
try to noncitizens who had
recently traveled to China.

The Australian govern-
ment also urged its citizens
to “reconsider their need to
travel” to China. 

Qantas, Australia’s big-
gest airline, canceled its

mainland flights, though it
said it would still fly to
Hong Kong.

Taiwan said it would bar
Chinese nationals from the
southern coastal province
of Guangdong from entry
beginning Sunday and trav-
elers who recently visited
the area would be subject to
a mandatory 14-day quaran-
tine.

Vietnam, China’s neigh-
bor along its southern bor-
der, joined Singapore and
Mongolia in essentially
shutting off its borders to
China.

Associated Press contrib-
uted.

World scrambles to contain
spreading virus from China
By Alexandra
Stevenson
The New York Times

Passengers grab their luggage as they disembark a Turkish plane Saturday in Ankara after

being repatriated from the Chinese city of Wuhan, which is the center of the outbreak.

ADEM ALTAN/AFP 
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WASHINGTON — The
Taliban and other groups
carried out a record num-
ber of attacks in Af-
ghanistan during the last
several months of 2019,
according to an inspector
general report. The in-
crease in violence occurred
during a period in which
President Donald Trump
tweeted that the United
States was “hitting our En-
emy harder than at any
time in the last ten years!”

The number of attacks,
detailed in the quarterly
report from the Special
Inspector General for Af-
ghanistan Reconstruction,
a government watchdog
formed in 2008, highlights
the disparity between talk-
ing points on suppressing
the Taliban and the reality
on the ground: Despite a
concerted bombing cam-
paign and U.S. and Afghan
offensive-ground opera-
tions, Taliban fighters are
still able to attack at levels
similar to those a decade
ago.

“Both overall enemy-ini-
tiated attacks and effective
enemy-initiated attacks
during the fourth quarter
of 2019 exceeded same-
period levels in every year

since recording began in
2010,” said the report,
which was released Friday.

The Taliban and other
armed groups carried out
8,204 attacks in the final
quarter of the year, 37% of
which inflicted casualties,
according to the report.

The tally is one of the
few remaining public ba-
rometers for the United
States’ war effort in Af-
ghanistan after the U.S.
military command there
stopped releasing or classi-
fied others, such as the
number of Afghan casu-
alties and the percentage of
districts controlled by the
Afghan government versus
Taliban forces.

“There’s so little you can
publicly talk about that
garners importance,” John
F. Sopko, the special inspec-
tor general for Afghanistan
reconstruction, said Thurs-
day.

This type of information
has been used in the past to
extrapolate a trend toward
victory or defeat over the
course of the war, but
ultimately it has foretold
little in the United States’
longest conflict.

The expansion of the
U.S. air campaign seemed
to mirror the increase in
Taliban attacks.

In 2019, U.S. military
aircraft dropped 7,423

bombs and missiles — a
record number since the
Air Force began recording
the data in 2006, according
to recently released Air
Force documents. 

At the beginning of the
year, U.S. Special Opera-
tions missions had in-
creased by 124% from 2018,
according to military docu-
ments, a rate that most
likely continued through-
out 2019.

In 2019, the U.S. military
command in the country,
led by Gen. Austin Miller,
focused on inflicting heavy
casualties on the Taliban in
an effort to keep its leader-
ship involved in peace ne-
gotiations taking place in
Doha, Qatar. 

The offensives also
aimed to push back the
insurgent group to both
lower Afghan casualties
and hold what territory
remained under govern-
ment control.

But the increase in mili-
tary operations from the
United States, the Afghan
government and the Tali-
ban are not without cost.
There were more than
8,000 civilian casualties in
Afghanistan in 2019, ac-
cording to U.N. data.

Twenty U.S. troops died
during combat operations
in 2019, the most in any year
since 2014. 

Men bury fighters killed during a Taliban attack in mid-September in Afghanistan.

JIM HUYLEBROEK/THE NEW YORK TIMES

8,024 attacks hit Afghanistan
toward end of ’19, report says
By Thomas

Gibbons-Neff

The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The
first treatment for peanut
allergies is about to hit the
market, a big step toward
better care for all kinds of
food allergies — but still a
long way from a cure.

Friday’s approval by the
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration promises to bring
some relief to families
who’ve lived in fear of an
accidental bite of peanuts at
birthday parties and play
dates, school cafeterias and
restaurants. Named Pal-
forzia, it was developed by
Aimmune Therapeutics.

“It’s been a life-changer,”
said Nina Nichols, 18, of
Washington, whose first
encounter with peanuts as a
toddler — a peanut butter
cracker shared by a friend —
required a race to the emer-
gency room. She entered a
Palforzia research study as
a teen and calls it “a security
blanket.”

The treatment is a spe-
cially prepared peanut
powder swallowed daily in
tiny amounts that are grad-
ually increased over
months. It trains children’s
and teens’ bodies to better
tolerate peanut so that an
accidental bite is less likely
to cause a serious reaction,
or kill in severe cases.

Palforzia users still must
avoid peanuts just like they
always have.

The treatment is not for
everyone. Palforzia can
cause side effects, including
occasional severe allergic
reactions. The FDA is re-
quiring that doctors and
their patients enroll in a
special safety program, and
patients must take the first
dose and each increased
dose under supervision in a
certified health center.

If youngsters stop taking
the daily dose, they lose the
protection. 

Shots have long been
used to induce tolerance for
allergies to bee stings or
pollen. But swallowing an
allergen to build tolerance
is a new twist — one that
scientists call “oral immu-

notherapy.” And peanuts
are just the first food to be
tackled. Tests for eggs, milk
and tree nuts are underway.

But because of the draw-
backs, scientists also are
developing next-generation
options that work differ-
ently. Next up for FDA
review: A skin patch for
peanut allergy.

“For so long, we had
nothing to offer these pa-
tients,” said Dr. Pamela
Guerrerio of the National
Institutes of Health, which
funded much of the re-
search that led to food
allergy therapies. “We fi-
nally have a treatment.
That’s a big step.”

Aimmune executives set
the treatment’s list price at
$890 a month, but how
much patients will pay de-
pends on their insurance. 

Millions of Americans
have food allergies, includ-
ing about 1 in 13 children,
and the numbers have in-
creased in recent years.
Peanut allergy is the most
common one among chil-
dren, and among the most
dangerous. Accidental ex-
posures are frequent, with
about 1 in 4 affected chil-
dren winding up in the
emergency room every
year. 

What happens: The
immune system overreacts
to the food by triggering an
inflammatory cascade. On
average, children can expe-
rience hives, wheezing or
worse from just a 30th of a
single peanut, said Dr. He-
mant Sharma, who leads
oral treatment studies at

Children’s National Hospi-
tal in Washington.

Until now, all doctors
could advise was to read
food labels and avoid any-
thing that might contain
hidden peanuts. Decades
ago, attempts at shots were
deemed too risky for food
allergies. Then, in 2006,
researchers at Duke Uni-
versity and the University
of Arkansas reported tanta-
lizing signs that swallowed
treatments might work in-
stead. 

Doctors prescribe a
miniscule Palforzia starting
dose. The powder, stored in
a capsule, is mixed into any
unheated food, such as
Nichols’ favorite fruit
smoothies. Patients take the
first dose in a doctor’s
office, in case of a bad
allergic reaction. Every few
weeks, the dose is increased
until after about six months,
they’re taking the equiva-
lent of about one peanut.

In a study of nearly 500
children, two-thirds who
received Palforzia could eat
the equivalent of two
peanuts — and some three
or four — compared to just
4% of patients given a
dummy drug.

Palforzia users still must
carry their rescue medicine,
such as EpiPens, to treat
severe allergic reactions.
Most experience at least
mild side effects, such as
hives or stomachaches, and
about a fifth dropped out of
the study, said Dr. Scott
Sicherer, a pediatric aller-
gist at Mount Sinai Hospital
in New York.

FDA approves first treatment
for kids with peanut allergies

Although approved by the FDA, Palforzia still can cause

side effects, including occasional severe allergic reactions. 
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By Lauran Neergaard

Associated Press

LONDON — If you
thought the battle over the
U.K.’s departure from the
European Union was
painful, wait until you see
what comes next.

While Britain left the EU
on Friday night, the work of
building a new economic
relationship has just begun.
There are tough negotia-
tions ahead as the U.K. goes
its own way while trying to
preserve links with its big-
gest trading partner, cov-
ering everything from tar-
iffs and product standards
to British industry’s ability
to recruit foreign workers
and the EU’s access to U.K.
fishing grounds.

“There’s a massive
agenda to be agreed: trade
in goods, trade in services,
data protection, security
cooperation, aviation, road
haulage, fishing, you know
the list is endless,” said Jill
Rutter, a senior research
fellow at U.K. in a Changing
Europe, a think tank that
studies Britain’s relations
with the now 27-nation
bloc. “It is unprecedented.”

For now, little has
changed. The two sides
agreed on a transition pe-
riod that keeps current
rules and regulations in
effect until Dec. 31. But that
gives the U.K. government
just 11 months to negotiate

a comprehensive trade deal
that could decide the pro-
spects of British businesses
for decades to come. The
EU accounted for 54% of
Britain’s imports and 43%
of its exports in 2016, ac-
cording to the Office for
National Statistics.

French President Em-
manuel Macron posted a
letter on his Facebook page
Saturday, addressed to his
“dear British friends,” that
sought a conciliatory tone. 

“Never has France or the
French people — or, I think
it is fair to say, any Europe-
an people — been driven by
a desire for revenge or
punishment,” he said.

Pompeo says US can supply
Belarus with 100% of oil, gas 

MINSK, Belarus — U.S.
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said Saturday
that the United States is
willing and able to provide
Belarus with 100% of its
oil and gas, taking a slap at
Russia which recently cut
off supplies.

Pompeo is the first sec-
retary of state to visit
Belarus in 26 years and
arrived in Minsk amid
new tensions between
Minsk and Moscow over
energy. In a meeting with
authoritarian President

Alexander Lukashenko,
Pompeo said he hoped to
help provide an opportu-
nity for Belarus to achieve
the “sovereignty” and “in-
dependence” it seeks.

Belarus fears Russia is
trying to absorb it and last
month began purchasing
gas from Norway after
Russian supplies were cut
off. Last week,
Lukashenko accused Rus-
sia, the country’s main
provider of cheap oil and
gas, of stopping supplies
“to dissolve Belarus.”

Iraqis pick new PM-designate
after weeks of political logjam

BAGHDAD — Former
communications minister
Mohammed Allawi was
named prime minister-
designate by rival Iraqi
factions Saturday. The
choice comes as the coun-
try weathers anti-govern-
ment protests and the
threat of being ensnared
by festering U.S.-Iran ten-
sions. 

The selection of Allawi
to replace outgoing Prime
Minister Adel Abdul-
Mahdi was the product of

back-room talks over
months between rival
parties. 

In Tahrir Square, the
epicenter of Iraq’s four-
month anti-government
protest movement, dem-
onstrators rejected
Allawi’s candidacy. But
many feared they would
clash with followers of
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-
Sadr, who recently re-
versed a decision to with-
draw support from the
protest movement.

Arab League rejects Trump’s
Middle East proposal as ‘unfair’ 

CAIRO — The Arab
League rejected as “un-
fair” a Middle East plan
unveiled by President
Donald Trump and called
for noncooperation with
the U.S. administration, as
Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Ab-
bas threatened to cut all
ties with the Israelis and
the United States.

In a final statement
Saturday following an
emergency meeting in
Cairo, the Arab League

Council asserted that the
peace process should be
based on the two-state
solution in line with inter-
national resolutions and
the 2002 Arab Peace Ini-
tiative to establish an inde-
pendent Palestinian state
with east Jerusalem as its
capital.

It said it will turn to the
Security Council and the
U.N. General Assembly to
oppose any plan that is
unfair to the Palestinian
people’s rights.

Emails show fallout from Trump’s storm claims
WASHINGTON — Offi-

cials with the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration privately disa-
vowed an unsigned state-
ment issued by the agency
last year that rebuked its
own weather forecasters
for contradicting President
Donald Trump’s false
warnings that Hurricane

Dorian would most likely
hit Alabama, new docu-
ments show.

Emails show leaders
scrambling to do damage
control after Trump ap-
peared in the Oval Office on
Sept. 4 with an altered map
of Hurricane Dorian’s path,
and forecasters in the
Birmingham, Alabama, of-

fice of the National
Weather Service then con-
tradicted him by assuring
the public they were safe.

On Sept. 6, the agency’s
communications office is-
sued a statement suggesti-
ng that Trump was right
and that Alabama forecast-
ers had acted improperly
by suggesting otherwise.

Vegas starts
enforcing ban
on homeless
camping 

LAS VEGAS — Las
Vegas authorities on Sat-
urday started enforcing a
rule that makes it illegal to
camp or sleep in public or
residential areas if there
are beds available at the
five locally established
homeless shelters.

City marshals started to
patrol parks and the Fre-
mont Street Experience,
and police officers have
started patrolling residen-
tial areas and private
properties looking for any-
one in violation of the new
law.

People who violate the
regulation, which the Las
Vegas City Council ap-
proved Nov. 6, are punish-
able by up to six months in
jail and a $1,000 fine, but
authorities say they don’t
immediately expect to en-
force those punishments.

Officers expect to direct
people, and provide trans-
portation if necessary, to
shelters or the city-run
Courtyard Homeless Re-
source Center.

In Alabama: An Alabama
county plans to reopen the
park where a deadly fire at
a marina killed eight peo-
ple. 

Most of Jackson County
Park at Scottsboro will
reopen Monday, officials
said, but the part of the
marina where the fire oc-
curred will be off-limits.

Paul Smith, the county
emergency management
director, said crews would
be cleaning up the site
through the weekend. En-
vironmental damage from
the blaze didn’t get out-
side the immediate area
around the marina.

A fire broke out on a
dock at the marina Jan. 27,
destroying about three
dozen boats and killing 8
people, including six
members of one family.
Officials have not deter-
mined the cause of the
fire.

NEWS BRIEFING
Staff and news services

Firefighters put out a spot fire Saturday near Michelago, south of Canberra, the Aus-

tralian capital. The region declared a state of emergency Friday because of a fire that

covered 88,500 acres of forest and farms. Fires have killed 33 people since September.

RICK RYCROFT/AP 

Now the hard part: Trade talks
loom for UK, EU after Brexit
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OBITUARIES

In 1536 the Argentine city
of Buenos Aires was
founded by Pedro de Men-
doza of Spain. 

In 1895 George Halas, the

founder, longtime owner
and coach of the Chicago
Bears, was born in Chicago. 

In 1943 the remainder of
Nazi forces from the Battle
of Stalingrad surrendered in
a major victory for the

Soviets in World War II. 

In 1971 Idi Amin assumed
power in Uganda, following
a coup that ousted Presi-
dent Milton Obote. 

In 1990 South African Pres-
ident F.W. de Klerk lifted a
ban on the African National
Congress and promised to
free Nelson Mandela.

In 2008 a gunman killed
five women at a Lane Bry-
ant store in Tinley Park, in
an apparent botched rob-
bery. (The case remains
unsolved.)

In 2011 the Chicago region
saw the end of a wicked,
wailing blizzard — the
third-worst in the city’s
history — that began the
previous night, buring the
area under 20 inches of
snow and blamed for at
least a dozen deaths. 

In 2013 former Navy SEAL
Chris Kyle, who wrote the
bestseller “American
Sniper” detailing his 150-
plus kills of insurgents in
Iraq from 1999 to 2009, was
gunned down at a shooting
range in Texas; he was 38. 

Chicago Daily Tribune
ON FEBRUARY 2 ...

Richard Doria was Du-
Page County’s elected sher-
iff for more than 18 years,
overseeing significant
growth and modernization
of the department.

“Some would say he was
hardheaded, but he had a
vision, and he knew where
he was going, and the sher-
iff’s office was his baby,” said
Michael Tellone, a retired
sergeant for the DuPage
County sheriff’s office. “He
modernized that whole
place, including moderniz-
ing the crime lab, starting a
hazardous device unit, start-
ing a bomb squad, expand-
ing the jail and starting the
canine program, not only for
bloodhounds for tracking
people but also for narcotic
and bomb detection.”

Doria, 92, died of con-
gestive heart failure Jan. 17
at AMITA Health Adventist
Medical Center in Hinsdale,
said his wife of 31 years,
retired DuPage County
Judge MaryEllen Prov-
enzale. Doria had been a
longtime Downers Grove
resident.

Doria grew up in West-
mont. While an elementary
school pupil in the 1930s, he
won a contest to create the
village motto, “The Prog-
ressive Village,” which con-
tinues to be used to this day.

Doria was a student at
Hinsdale Township High
School when he tried to
enter the Navy at 15, but was
rebuffed due to his age.
Doria stayed in school and
joined the Marine Corps at
17, during World War II, and
saw combat in Japan and in
the South Pacific, his family
said.

Returning home, he
worked for a time in his
family’s carnival business.
He served again in the
Marine Corps during the
Korean War, including time
as a military policeman, his
wife said.

Doria joined the DuPage
County sheriff’s office in
1962, working as a patrol
officer, a detective, a deputy
and as a juvenile officer.
Along the way, he received a
bachelor’s degree from
Lewis University.

“He slowly worked his
way up the ladder,” his wife
said.

Doria was the under-
sheriff, the No. 2 position in
the office, before winning a
three-way intraparty race in
spring 1978 to garner the
Republican nomination. He
then won the November
1978 general election to re-
place retiring Sheriff Wayne
Shimp.

During his years as sher-
iff, DuPage County saw
tremendous population
growth and a corresponding
increase in crime, leading to
the construction of a larger,
more modern courthouse
and jail. Doria was involved
in the planning and building
of both facilities.

Doria also worked to pro-
fessionalize the sheriff’s

office, which during his
tenure became the first
sheriff’s office in Illinois to
be accredited by the Na-
tional Sheriffs Association.

The pugnacious Doria
also was known for his
outspokenness and his fierce
loyalty to the men and wom-
en in his agency. A 1992
Tribune article said he was
“variously described as auto-
cratic, a dinosaur, hotheaded
and overly independent,” but
also noted that Doria “often
speaks out when other poli-
ticians play it safe.”

Bob Winkler, a retired
lieutenant in the sheriff’s
office, oversaw the office of
professional standards and
conduct while working for
Doria. He praised Doria for
modernizing the depart-
ment.

“Number one, he was
always fair with his staff and
his people, and all he really
expected from you is that
you did your job, and you
were professional when it
came down to it. The truth
mattered the most,” Wink-
ler said. “And he was a
visionary who wanted all
his people to pursue higher
education, and he also had a
plan for the department into
the future where he envi-
sioned the department pro-
viding services to the whole
community throughout the
county.”

Of the thousands of
crimes that Doria’s office
handled during his tenure,
the 1983 murder of 10-year-
old Jeanine Nicarico stands
out. His detectives were the
main investigators, and
their work led to the arrests,
convictions and impris-
onment of two men who
later were freed after a
Supreme Court reversal of
one conviction, a new trial,
an in-court admission of
error by a key sheriff’s office
employee and a court-or-
dered acquittal.

Although Doria never
was accused of any wrong-
doing, four of his sworn
officers — along with sev-
eral prosecutors — were
indicted by a special prose-
cutor for allegedly taking
part in a plot to falsify
evidence against the two
defendants. All were found
not guilty. Doria continually
defended his detectives’ ac-
tions in the case.

DuPage County Circuit
Judge John Kinsella re-
called working with Doria
while a county prosecutor.

“He could be a gruff and
tough-talking Marine who
never hesitated to share his
opinion on any subject,
(but) he was also a kind-
hearted guy who was loyal
to his friends and employ-
ees,” Kinsella said. “He was
very well-respected by ev-
eryone in the law enforce-
ment community.”

Kinsella recalled witness-
ing Doria’s leadership dur-
ing a 1995 Ku Klux Klan
rally on the steps of Du-
Page’s courthouse. Kinsella
and then-State’s Attorney
Joe Birkett watched from
inside the courthouse as
Doria “led his deputies from
the front.”

“While he might have not
been big in stature, he had a
big heart and never backed
off,” Kinsella said.

In 1992, Doria was nomi-
nated by President George
H.W. Bush to serve as the
federal marshal for the
Northern District of Illinois
— a role that entails moving
prisoners around, serving
warrants and securing
courtrooms. However, the
U.S. Senate never acted on
Doria’s nomination, and it
expired with the end of
Bush’s presidential term
and his reelection defeat.

In 1997, Doria resigned as
sheriff to accept Gov. Jim
Edgar’s appointment to the
Illinois Prisoner Review
Board. He stepped down in
November 2000 for health
reasons, his wife said.

In retirement, Doria di-
vided his time between
Downers Grove and Florida.

“In Florida, he took to the
water like you wouldn’t
believe,” his wife said.
“There wasn’t anything that
he couldn’t conquer.”

A first marriage to Louise
Dewing ended in divorce. In
addition to his wife, Doria is
survived by a son, Richard P.
Jr.; a daughter, Mary Rose
Russell; four stepsons, Don-
ald J. Provenzale Jr., James
Provenzale; John Prov-
enzale; and Patrick Prov-
enzale; and nine grandchil-
dren.

Services were held.

Bob Goldsborough is a free-
lance reporter.

RICHARD P. DORIA 1927-2020 

WWII vet oversaw growth of
DuPage County sheriff’s office

Then-DuPage County Sheriff Richard Doria, right, speaks

at a news conference in 1981. Doria died at age 92 on Jan. 17.
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By Bob Goldsborough

LOS ANGELES — Fred
Silverman, 82, the only TV
executive who steered
programming for each of
the Big Three broadcast
networks and who
brought “All in the Family,”
“Roots,” “Hawaii Five-O”
and other hit series and
miniseries to television
during his more than
three-decade career, died
Thursday.

Silverman, who had
been battling cancer, died
at his home in the Pacific
Palisades area of Los Ange-
les, family spokesperson
Julia Rosen. Family mem-
bers were with him, Rosen
said.

Silverman’s gift for pick-
ing shows that resonated
with viewers — if not
always TV critics —
prompted Time magazine
to dub him “The Man With
the Golden Gut” in a 1977
profile. As ABC’s enter-
tainment chief, Silverman
had turned the network’s
fortunes around with
shows including “Roots,”
“Rich Man, Poor Man” and
“Charlie’s Angels.”

He had already brought
success to CBS with an
overhaul that included the
end of country-themed se-
ries including “Petticoat
Junction” and “Green
Acres” and a pivot to what
advertisers considered
more upscale and urban
fare, including “The Mary
Tyler Moore Show,” “The
Bob Newhart Show” and
“Mannix.”

“Fred Silverman was a
titan of the media industry
and an influence on so
many. His impact on televi-
sion was incalculable,”
CBS Entertainment Presi-
dent Kelly Kahl said in a
statement. 

Silverman failed to
bring along his ratings

prowess when he moved to
NBC as network CEO and
president, with “Diff’rent
Strokes” among the excep-
tions.

A native of New York
City, Silverman started his
post-college career in local
television in Chicago and
New York. He joined CBS
in 1963 and became vice
president for program-
ming in 1970, building a
schedule that eventually
included “All in the Fam-
ily,” “M.A.S.H.,” “Kojak”
and, uncharacteristically,
“The Waltons,” about a
family in Virginia’s Blue
Ridge Mountains circa the
1930s.

He mastered the art of
the spinoff at CBS: “All in
the Family” begat
“Maude” and “The Jeffer-
sons,” “Maude” begat
“Good Times,” and “The
Mary Tyler Moore Show”
begat “Rhoda.”

When he became ABC
Entertainment president
in the mid-1970s, Silver-
man introduced the
“Happy Days” spinoff “La-
verne & Shirley” and the

“Six Million Dollar Man”
derivative “The Bionic
Woman” to the schedule.
His original hits ranged
from the groundbreaking
miniseries “Roots” to
“Charlie’s Angels.” The lat-
ter, grouped with other
ABC shows featuring
women with relatively re-
vealing outfits, earned the
derogatory moniker “jiggle
TV.”

Moving to NBC in the
late 1970s, Silverman
fielded a mix of flops
(“Pink Lady,” “Hello,
Larry”) and successes
(“Hill Street Blues,” the
miniseries “Shogun,” “The
Facts of Life”) and proved
unable to fulfill his vow to
make it the top-rated net-
work. 

His struggles at NBC
were famously mocked in a
1980 “Weekend Update”
segment on the network’s
own “Saturday Night Live”
when Al Franken, the for-
mer U.S. senator who was
then one of the show’s
writers, declared Silver-
man a “lame-o with a limo”
who commuted to NBC’s
New York headquarters by
limousine despite the net-
work not having a single
hit show.

Franken asked viewers
to send postcards to Silver-
man’s office declaring that
it was Franken who de-
served the limo. Thou-
sands did so, and the exe-
cutive, who reportedly did
not know the segment was
airing, was said to be furi-
ous.

After leaving NBC in
1981, Silverman formed his
own company, whose pro-
ductions and co-produc-
tions included the “Perry
Mason” TV movies, “Mat-
lock,” “Jake and the Fat-
man” and “Diagnosis:
Murder.”

Silverman had a son and
daughter with his wife,
Catherine Kihn.

FRED SILVERMAN 1937-2020

TV programming chief
had a knack for hit shows
By Lynn Elber
Associated Press

TV executive Fred Silver-

man signed off on hits for

CBS and ABC, but his

tenure at NBC was not as

successful.
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ILLINOIS

Feb. 1 

Powerball ................ 12 33 54 57 60 / 13

Powerball jackpot: $40M

Lotto ............................... 1 3 6 8 23 47 / 5

Lotto jackpot: $5.25M

Pick 3 midday .............................. 133 / 3

Pick 4 midday ............................ 3927 / 6

Lucky Day Lotto midday .........................

06 14 17 23 38

Pick 3 evening .............................. 304 / 1 

Pick 4 evening ........................... 0808 / 7

Lucky Day Lotto evening ........................

10 26 27 29 38 

Jan. 31 

Mega Millions .............................................

28 31 33 57 62 / 19

Mega Millions jackpot: $155M

Pick 3 midday .............................. 560 / 0

Pick 4 midday ............................ 9478 / 2

Lucky Day Lotto midday .........................

06 09 15 17 25

Pick 3 evening .............................. 184 / 8

Pick 4 evening ........................... 7313 / 0

Lucky Day Lotto evening ........................

02 18 19 27 42

Feb. 4 Mega Millions: $168M 

INDIANA

Feb. 1 

Lotto ............................ 13 23 39 40 41 46 

Daily 3 midday ............................. 255 / 2

Daily 4 midday ........................... 1634 / 2

Daily 3 evening ............................. 588 / 5

Daily 4 evening .......................... 8166 / 5

Cash 5 ................................. 6 20 23 24 30 

MICHIGAN

Feb. 1 

Lotto ............................ 02 05 13 30 31 38

Daily 3 midday ................................... 424

Daily 4 midday ................................. 1242

Daily 3 evening ................................... 426

Daily 4 evening ................................ 9406

Fantasy 5 ......................... 07 19 22 29 30

Keno ............................. 01 02 04 08 10 13

16 19 21 30 32 37 39 43

51 54 64 66 69 70 71 74

WISCONSIN

Feb. 1 

Megabucks ................ 22 27 29 30 38 41 

Pick 3 .................................................... 394

Pick 4 .................................................. 3790

Badger 5 ............................... 5 8 15 17 27

SuperCash ................... 7 12 17 31 36 37

WINNING LOTTERY NUMBERS

More winning numbers at chicagotribune.com/lottery

NEW YORK — Mary
Higgins Clark, the tireless
and long-reigning “Queen
of Suspense,” whose tales
of women beating the odds
made her one of the
world’s most popular writ-
ers, died Friday at age 92.

Her publisher, Simon &
Schuster, announced that
she died of natural causes
in Naples, Florida. 

“Nobody ever bonded
more completely with her
readers than Mary did,”
her longtime editor
Michael Korda said in
statement. “She under-
stood them as if they were
members of her own fam-
ily. She was always abso-
lutely sure of what they
wanted to read — and,
perhaps more important,
what they didn’t want to
read — and yet she man-
aged to surprise them with
every book.”

Widowed in her late 30s
with five children, she be-
came a perennial bestseller
over the second half of her
life, writing or co-writing
“A Stranger Is Watching,”
“Daddy’s Little Girl” and
more than 50 other favor-
ites. Sales topped 100 mil-
lion copies and honors
came from all over, includ-
ing a Chevalier of the
Order of Arts and Letters
from France or a Grand
Master statuette back
home from the Mystery
Writers of America. Many
of her books, like “A
Stranger is Watching” and
“Lucky Day,” were adapted
for movies and television.
She also collaborated on
several novels with her
daughter, Carol Higgins
Clark.

Mary Higgins Clark
specialized in women tri-
umphing over danger, such
as the besieged young
prosecutor in “Just Take
My Heart” or the mother
of two and art gallery
worker whose second hus-
band is a madman in “A

Cry in the Night.” Clark’s
goal as an author was
simple, if rarely easy: Keep
the readers reading.

“You want to turn the
page,” she told The Associ-
ated Press in 2013. “There
are wonderful sagas you
can thoroughly enjoy a
section and put it down.
But if you’re reading my
book, I want you stuck
with reading the next para-
graph. The greatest com-
pliment I can receive is, ‘I
read your darned book ’til
4 in the morning, and now
I’m tired.’ I say, ‘Then you
get your money’s worth.’ ”

Her own life taught her
lessons of resilience —
strengthened by her Cath-
olic faith — that she shared
with her fictional heroines.
She was born Mary Hig-
gins in 1927 in New York
City, the second of three
children. She would later
take the last name Clark
after marriage. Her father
ran a popular pub that did
well enough for the family
to afford a maid and for her
mother to prepare meals
for strangers in need. But
business slowed during the
Great Depression, and her
father, forced to work ever
longer hours as he laid off
employees, died in his
sleep in 1939. One of her
brothers died of meningitis
a few years later. Surviving
family members took on
odd jobs and had to rent
out rooms in the house.

Clark had always loved
to write. At age 6, she
completed her first poem,
which her mother proudly
requested she recite in
front of the family. A story
she wrote in grade school
impressed her teacher
enough that Clark read it
to the rest of the class. By
high school, she was trying
to sell stories to True
Confessions magazine.

Some stories drew upon
her experiences at Pan
American. Another story,
which appeared in The
Saturday Evening Post,
“Beauty Contest at Buck-
ingham Palace,” imagined
a pageant featuring Queen
Elizabeth II, Jackie Ken-
nedy and Princess Grace of
Monaco. But by the
mid-60s, the magazine
market for fiction was rap-
idly shrinking and her hus-
band’s health was failing;
Warren Clark died of a
heart attack in 1964.

In September 1974, she
sent her agent a manu-
script for “Die a Little
Death,” acquired months
later by Simon & Schuster
for $3,000. Renamed
“Where are the Children?”
and released in 1975, it
became her first bestseller
and began her long, but not
entirely surprising, run of
success. She would allege
that a psychic had told her
she would become rich
and famous.

Clark, who wrote well
into her 90s, more than
compensated for her early
struggles. She acquired
several homes and for a
time owned part of the
New Jersey Nets. She was
among a circle of authors,
including Lee Child and
Nelson DeMille, who regu-
larly met for dinner in
Manhattan. She also had
friends in Washington and
was a White House guest
during the presidential ad-
ministrations of George
H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush. Barbara
Bush became a close
friend. 

MARY HIGGINS CLARK 1927-2020

Bestselling author known
as ‘Queen of Suspense’ 

Author Mary Higgins Clark

died Friday at age 92.

ANDREW H. WALKER/GETTY

By Hillel Italie
Associated Press
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Visit: chicagotribune.com/deathnotice

It’s a final farewell; a sign of love and respect; an homage to a loved one’s  
life. Placing a Death Notice shows you care, and is now more efficient than ever 
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• Instant notice creation  
and review 

• Real-time pricing
• Pre-designed templates
• Enhance your notice by  

uploading photos and graphics 
• Immediate, printable  
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Features of Self-Service

Leonard Neil Block, 87, of Highland Park, beloved
and devoted husband of Marcia, nee
Nachbar and the late Rosalee, nee
Katz; loving father of Susan Block and
the late James “Jimmy” Block; caring
step-father of Mark (Michele) Nachbar,

Jill (Tom) Sherman and David (Missy) Nachbar; trea-
sured brother of Lois Solomon; adored grandfather,
uncle and friend. Lenny was born in Chicago to
Ida Markowitz and Sidney Block. He leaves behind
a legacy of love and humor, enriching the lives of
all those who knew him. He proudly served in the
U.S. Army, was an avid golfer and bridge player.
Chapel service 2:30 PM Sunday at Shalom Memorial

Funeral Home, 1700 W. Rand Rd, Arlington Heights.
Interment Shalom Memorial Park. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Jewish National Fund
(jnf.org). For Information or to leave condolences:
847-255-3520 or www.shalom2.com.

Block, Leonard ‘Lenny’

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

John Batzel, an uncommon
common man, age 80, was
born in Gary, Indiana, the first
born of William and Corrine
Batzel. He was followed by
siblings, Virginia (Kenneth)
Scally, Keith (Sandra),
Marlene and the late Bruce.
Attended Hobart High School
where he participated in

sports, especially enjoying football, was president of
the Thespian and Future Teachers of America Clubs
. Also to earn a little walking money, he worked as a
sports reporter for the local newspaper, The Hobart
Gazette.

At the age of 19, John packed his duffle bag and
headed to his dream city, Chicago, working for R.R
Donnelly as a proofreader, and then spending 42
years with the Chicago Transit Authority rising to
the level of Dispatcher. Because of his extensive
knowledge of Chicago’s streets and bus routes,
family, friends, and co-workers referred to John as
a human GPS system.

Interests included family gatherings, travel, trains
and buses, sport events, and enjoying opera and
a good meal with his wife, Judith. An integral part
of John’s life was his membership in the Knights
of Columbus. He was an active member and
past Faithful Navigator of Christopher Columbus
Assembly # 2349. He was a man of integrity and
intelligence, a hard worker, missing only six days of
work in 42 years of tenure at the CTA

John passed away peacefully on Sunday, January 5,
2020 under the skilled and compassionate care of
Rainbow Hospice Ark, Chicago, surrounded by lov-
ing family and friends. He sorely will be missed by
his wife, Judith Batzel and daughters, Tammy (Eric)
Schlarf, Sherry Perkowitz and Debbie (Linda Norton)
Jones; grandchildren Sarah Jones, Katherine and
Jenna Schlarf and John, Rachel (Nicholas) Perkowitz
Ketchum, Here (aka Emily) and Abigail Perkowitz
and many nieces, nephews and cherished friends.

John’s calm, kind and gentle demeanor will also be
greatly missed by his Vavrik family.

A Funeral Mass will be held Saturday, February
8, 2020 at St. Paul of the Cross Church, 140 S.
Northwest Hwy (at Washington) Park Ridge at
10:00 AM .
Following Mass a Life Celebration Luncheon will be
held at Edelweiss Restaurant, 7650 Irving Park Road,
Norridge, Illinois.

In lieu of flowers memorials to MPN Research
Foundation, 180 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 1870.
Chicago, IL 60601 or Rainbow Hospice, 1550 Bishop
Court, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 or your favorite char-
ity are appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to the
M J Suerth Funeral Home. 773-631-1240 or www.
suerth.com.

Batzel, John
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Death Notices

In loving memory of Hugh B Watson SR.Happy 90th 
Birthday.We miss You so much forever in hearts. 
Watson Family
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Hugh B Watson SR

May 2, 1934 - Feb. 4, 2019
Burt, we all love and miss you.
Sharron, Robyn, Paul, Daniel, Jonathan, Joey, Paul Jr., 
Ada, and Justine Rivlin
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Burton Schneider

August 23, 1943--February 1, 2019
On  the one year anniversary of your passing 
from this life, we remember all the joys you 
brought us. You were a loving wife and
mother, Our lives were blessed with your
presence. Every day that goes by reminds of 
us of how much we miss you, and you will live 
forever in our memories. 
Jerome, Jerry, Timothy and Megan
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Mary B. Koncel

In Memoriam

Mary Lauraine Chereskin (nee Rusy), 92,  beloved 
wife of the late James Chereskin and Norbert
Lindholm; daughter of the late Otto and Helen Rusy; 
mother of Sherry (Joe) Powers, Jim (Debbie) Lindholm 
and the late Cathy (Chris) Hayes; stepmother to
Che (Tom) Swyden and Teri (Allistair) Harding; 
grandmother of Chrissy (Craig) Olson, Joe Powers, 
Anne (Paul) Stolz, Erin (James) O’Connor, Matt
Hayes, Brian (Rachelle) Lindholm, Kelly (Brett) Young, 
Brianna and Lucas Swyden; great grandmother of
Billy, Joey and Sammy Olson, Dalton (Rachel) West,
Jackson West, Destiny (Isaiah) Murphy & Hunter
and Austin Lindholm.  25 year volunteer for Aspire.
Visitation Tuesday, 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at Hursen

Funeral Home & Crematory, SW corner of Mannheim 
& Roosevelt Roads, Hillside/Westchester. Prayers
Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. from the funeral home to 
St. Domitilla Church, Hillside, Mass 10:00 a.m.
Entombment Christ the King Mausoleum, Queen
of Heaven Cemetery, Hillside.  In lieu of flowers
memorials to Aspire, 1815 S. Wolf Road, Hillside, IL
60162.  For info 800-862-0082 or www.hursen.com 
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Chereskin , Mary  Lauraine

Luigi Cardone, age 93. Beloved husband of the
late Maria “Nella” (nee Loprieno). Devoted father
of Vita “Tina” (Joseph) Latorre, Deno Cardone and
Jeannette Owens. Loving grandfather of 5 and
great grandfather of 4. Dear brother of Maria (Vito)
Mariani. Also survived by many loving relatives and
friends. Many years of service at Lawry’s Foods.
Visitation Wednesday 3-9 PM at the Palos Gaidas
Funeral Home, 11028 Southwest Hwy. (7700W)
Palos Hills. Funeral Thursday 9 AM from the funeral
home to Sacred Heart Church, 8245 W. 111th St.,
Palos Hills, IL 60465 for 10 AM Mass. Interment
Queen of Heaven Cemetery-Hillside. Express your
thoughts and memories in the online Guest Book at
www.palosgaidasfh.com (708) 974 4410

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Cardone, Luigi

Joan Brandonisio of Bloomingdale, formerly of the
Villages, FL., beloved wife of
the late Louis, devoted moth-
er of Joseph (Vincenza); proud
grandmother of Paolo; loving
daughter of the late Christine
and Joseph Pontarelli and
dear aunt of Anthony and
Michael Brandonisio. Funeral
Wednesday, family and
friends are invited to gather

9:30 a.m. at Salerno’s Rosedale Chapels 450 W. Lake
St. Roselle, IL. 60172 (3/4 mile west of Bloomingdale/
Roselle Rd.). Funeral Service will begin at 10:30 a.m.
Interment private at Queen of Heaven Cemetery.
Visitation Tuesday 4:00-9:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
donations to St. Jude Childrens Hospital appreci-
ated. www.stjude.org

Brandonisio, Joan E.
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Age 67 of Mundelein, At peace in Christ January 19,
2020. Beloved wife of Jim.
Cherished daughter of the
late Sidney and Lean Durfee.
Dear sister of Deborah
(Samuel) Dunkin and the late
Terry (late William) Wood.
Fond aunt of of 6, great aunt
to many. Visitation Saturday,
February 8, 2020 from 1:00
until time of service 3:00 PM

at Christ Church Crossroads, 1350 IL Route 137,
Grayslake, IL Interment Private Info: SYMONDS-
LAKES FUNERAL HOME, Grayslake 847-543-1080

Border, Barbara Joan
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1932 – 2020
William Cyrille “Bill” Bohn, 87, of Ashland, KY, passed 
away Monday, January 27, 2020 at his residence. Mr.
Bohn was born April 8, 1932 in Chicago, IL, a son
of the late Christian Albert and Laverne Garneau 
Bohn. In addition to his parents, Mr. Bohn was also
preceded in death by his first wife, Marilyn J. Rice 
Bohn and his second wife, Carolyn Ann Winter Bohn;
a brother, Donald (Diana) Bohn; sisters Viola (Victor)
DeAdam, Irene (Chuck) White and Loretta Bohn.
Mr. Bohn attended the St. Jude Catholic Church
in South Holland, IL and the Holy Family Catholic
Church in Ashland. He loved to tinker with his cars
and any other item needing repair. He served his
country honorably with the United States Navy and 
retired as an Automation Electrician having worked
for the Ford Stamping Plant in Chicago Heights and
with NASA at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.
Those left to cherish his memory include his 
sons William Christian Bohn and wife Michelle of
Homewood, IL, John Bohn of Richton Park, IL; daugh-
ters Dorothy Ann Pachuta and husband Ronald of 
Homer Glen, IL, Terese Rachelle Bohn Evenson and 
husband Clarence of Greenup, KY; grandchildren 
Jacob Pachuta, Rebecca Pachuta, Ryan Pachuta,
Kyle Bohn, Corey Bohn, Kahne Bohn, James
Evenson, Anthony Evenson, Dakota Evenson; great-
grandchildren Aurora Evenson, Vance Bohn; and a 
host of extended family and friends.
Services will be conducted at the convenience of the
family at a later date. Steen Funeral Home, Central

Avenue Chapel is in charge of local arrangements.
To share a memory of Mr. Bohn or to leave a condo-
lence for the family, please visit www.steenfuneral-
home.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Bohn, William Cyrille ‘Bill’

Verne B. Churchill Jr., an influential marketing
executive and generous,
larger-than-life family man
of many talents, died peace-
fully Thursday at North Shore
Evanston Hospital after
various illnesses. He was 87.
Born in Chicago and a 60-
year resident of Northbrook,
Churchill was best known in
his career as President, CEO,
and later Board Chairman

of Market Facts, Inc., an Arlington
Heights-based marketing, research and
information firm. During his 36 years
there he was integral in building it from
a smallish company to a powerhouse

with $64.6 million in sales at the time of his retire-
ment. He also was past president of the American
Marketing Association, Chicago. Churchill was a
U.S. Army veteran, a college basketball player at
his beloved Ripon College in Ripon, Wisconsin,
and, after his retirement, a prolific artist. He was
an active member of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
in Northbrook, a world traveler, an avid golfer and
member of Westmoreland Country Club in Wilmette,
a horse racing enthusiast who frequented Arlington
International Racecourse’s Turf Club, and a passion-
ate, lifelong fan of the Chicago Bears and Chicago
Cubs. He was most proud of his close-knit family,
which includes his wife Lori, children Gary (Linda)
Churchill and Elizabeth (Daniel) Curry, grandchil-
dren Matthew, Christina, Madeline, and Jessica,
and four great grandchildren. Mr. Churchill was
born in Chicago Oct. 8, 1932, and graduated from
Foreman High School. He earned his undergradu-
ate degree from Ripon College in 1954 and served
as a 2nd lieutenant in the Army before his honor-
able discharge. He earned his Master’s Degree in
Business Administration from Indiana University in
1956. His marketing career began at Parker Pen
Company in Janesville, Wisconsin, before his hir-
ing at Market Facts as an analyst in 1959. He rose
to President and CEO in 1984 and retired in 1996.
During his retirement his focus was on his family, his
travels, and his oil paintings, which were frequently
displayed at various locales in Northbrook. He also
was an active volunteer at Gloria Dei church, and
a faithful yearly visitor to Ripon College, where he
retained his longtime circle of friends developed at
the private liberal arts school. He lived 54 years on
the same street in Northbrook.He was preceded in
death by wives Gloria (Philippi) Churchill and Shirley
(Wink) Churchill, his father Verne B. Churchill Sr.,
mother, Inga (Tillesen) Churchill, and sister, Doris
Johnsen. Visitation will be held Thursday, February
6, 2020 from 4 to 8 pm at N.H. Scott & Hanekamp

Funeral Home, 1240 Waukegan Road, Glenview.
Visitation will also be held Friday, February 7 from
10 am until time of the service at 11 am at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church, 1133 Pfingsten Road (at Cherry
Ln.), Northbrook. Interment will be private at White
Memorial Cemetery, Barrington. Memorials may
be made to Verne’s name to your favorite charity.
Funeral information 847-998-1020.

Churchill, Jr., Verne B.
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James Childers, MD, was a physician, a WWII vet-
eran, a church deacon, and
most of all, a devoted hus-
band and father. He passed
away peacefully on January
18, 2020, after a short illness.
He was 95.

Born in Pike County,
Kentucky, Childers was one
of 6 children. A graduate of
the University of Kentucky

and the University of Louisville Medical
School, he practiced Obstetrics and
Gynecology in Louisville, Kentucky.

Over his career, he delivered an esti-
mated 15,000 babies – many of them pro bono
for Catholic Charities, the Baptist Board of Child
Care, and the Salvation Army. He performed more
than 17,000 surgeries. Childers served as Chief of
OB-GYN at St. Joseph’s Hospital, and was on the
Hospital Executive Committee at Humana for 20
years, in addition to serving as both Chief of OB-GYN
and Chief of Staff. He also headed the Insurance
Review Committee of the Jefferson County,
Kentucky, Medical Society for 15 years. And for 25
years, was a clinical professor at the University of
Louisville Medical School.

Preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy Freeman
Childers, Jim Childers is survived by 3 daughters
and two grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, the family
would appreciate donations to Planned Parenthood,
or the National Alliance on Mental Illness.

Services will be private.

Please visit DR. JAMES CHILDERS BOOK OF
MEMORIES. To express your thoughts or memories
in the online guest book, visit www.chapelc.com or
www.facebook.com/centralchapel. Arrangements
by CENTRAL CHAPELS-Chicago. Info., 773-581-9000.

Childers, James, M.D.
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Eugene Doherty, 89 of Pingree Grove, died peace-
fully, January 31, 2020.
Visitation will be on Tuesday,
February 4, 2020 from
4-8pm at DeFiore Funeral

Home-10763 Dundee Road,
Huntley. A funeral Mass will
be celebrated on Wednesday,
February 5, 2020 at 11:00am
at St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church at 845 Main

Street, Dundee, Illinois.
Eugene was born November 28, 1930 in Ireland, the
son of Bernard and Grace Doherty. On July 26, 1958
he married Teresa Owens. He worked as an iron
worker for the Local Union 1 and later as an engineer
for the City of Chicago. He was a proud Irishman and
was a member of the Donegal Association. He was
a kind and loving husband, father, grandfather who
will be missed by all who knew him.
He is survived by his children, Mary (Jim) Doherty-
Oreskovich, Anne (Rob Roy) Doherty and Jean
Doherty, by his 6 grandchildren, Owen, Liam, Ian,
Conor, Brendan and Trinity. He is also survived by his
siblings, William, Maeliosa and Teresa, and also by
many nieces and nephews.
Eugene was preceded in death by his parents, his
wife, Teresa, his son, Owen, his sibling, Dan, Peggy,
Mary, George, Hugh, Bridget and Edward.
For further information please call the funeral home
at 847-515-8772 or online condolences may be di-
rected to www.defiorefuneral.com

Doherty, Eugene
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 (Devine)
96, of Mokena, formerly of Homewood passed away
Thursday, January 30 at Silver Cross Hospital. Loving
wife of the late Robert Dixon; beloved mother of
Carol (Ron) Bengtson, Don (Jill) Dixon, Douglas 
(Gayle) Dixon and Maureen (Robert) Keller; dearest
grandmother of Brian (Becky) Bengtson, Kurt (Erin)
Bengtson, Megan (Jim) Majernik, Gwyneth Dixon,
Andy (Rocio) Dixon, Taylor Dixon, Julie Keller, Mark 
(Lauren) Keller and Lisa Keller; cherished great 
grandmother of 10. The family will receive friends
on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at St. Mary Catholic 
Church 19515 115th Ave. Mokena IL 60448 from 
10:00am until time of Mass of Christian Burial 
at 11:00am.  Interment to follow at Woodlawn
Memorial Park, Joliet. In lieu of flowers memorial
donations to Mercy Home for Boys and Girls, www.
mercyhome.org  would be appreciated. www.kurtz-
memorialchapel.com or 815-485-3700 for info.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Dixon, Mary C.

Disis, Leonard P., age 91. Dear husband of Mary
Dolores Costello. Loving
father of John (Jane) Disis,
Dr. Mary Lenora Disis (Greg
Dunn), Joan (Lloyd) Meyer,
Jennifer (Dr. Stephen) Pophal
and Monica (James) Sofranko.
Fond grandfather of Jill, Jay,
Jeanne, James, Joe, Maggie,
Jackson, Nathan, Emma, Will
and Ava. Uncle of Don Barshis

of Wilmette, Illinois. Graduate of St. Rita High School,
Chicago, and Northwestern University. Retired
Treasurer of the Ceco Corporation. Parishioner of St.
Mary Church in Riverside, Illinois for over fifty years.
Current parishioner of St. Luke Church in Phoenix,
Arizona.

Disis, Leonard P.
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Carl Lamar Davenport, 54, exceptional floral de-
signer and co-owner of
Davenport Design, born in PA,
raised in Macon, GA; passed
away unexpectedly at home
in Evanston on January 23,
2020. Survived by his beloved
partner of thirty years, Scott
Christopher Rigney. Son of
the late Joyce Lee Stewart
and Carl Lee Davenport. Also

survived by siblings Connie (Richard) Peterman,
Michele (Timothy) Rowland-Daoust Hill, and Robert
H. Rowland, Jr. Beloved uncle of many; devoted
Godfather of Savastiana “Savi” Valle; faithful com-
panion of Acacius the Big Black Dog. Carl was an
irrepressible spirit with a huge heart and will be
missed deeply. A springtime memorial service is
being planned. Contributions may be made in his
name to Growing Knights Outreach, 135 S. Harrison
St., Enon, OH, 45323-1315. Arrangements by
Cremation Society of Illinois, 773-281-5058 or www.
cremation-society.com.

Davenport, Carl L.
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Russell J. Danwin; 63, beloved husband of Dawn 
Danwin, loving father of Eric (Stefanie) 
Danwin, Elise (Dillon) Riley and Craig 
Danwin, cherished grandfather of 
Zackary and Emory Danwin and Adam
and Tessa Riley, beloved son of Elizabeth

and the late Daniel Danwin, dear brother of Kevin
Danwin, COL Andrew Danwin and Michael (Patricia) 
Danwin. Russell leaves behind his loyal canine 
companion, Piper. Visitation Saturday, February 8th
from 11 AM to 4 PM with time of service 3 PM at 
Williams-Kampp Funeral Home 430 E. Roosevelt Rd.
in Wheaton. Interment Private. In lieu of flowers
memorials to 4paws4u4ever.com. For info 630-668-
0016 or www.williams-kampp.com

Danwin, Russell J.
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Florrie Hershkowitz (nee Gootrad), age 90, passed
away peacefully on January 25th. Her
last few weeks were spent surrounded
by loving friends and family. Fiercely
independent, active and involved in
the community, she was known and

loved as a North Shore real estate broker over the
last 40 years. Beloved wife for 62 years of the late
Arthur D. Hershkowitz. Cherished mother of Larry
(Susan) Herst, Barbara (Richard) Helfand and Joanne
(Harry) Gold. Devoted grandmother of Ben, Alex,
Charles, Carly, Liza, Betsy, Rachel and Freddy. Dear
sister of Harold (Bobbie) Gootrad and the late David
(Muriel) Gootrad. Private interment at a later date at
Arlington National Cemetery. Donations in Florrie’s
memory can be made to the VA. Info Mitzvah

Memorial Funerals, 630-MITZVAH 630-648-9824, or
www.mitzvahfunerals.com

Hershkowitz, Florrie
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Hans Oscar Henke, from Waldenburg, Germany, died 
on January 29, 2020. He is survived by 
his beloved wife, Mathilde and his son 
and daughter-in-law, Rob and Natascha. 
A great lover of books and ideas, Hans 
lived in Lombard from 1972 until his 

death. For more info www.brustfuneralhome.com 
or call 888-629-0094.

Henke, Hans Oscar
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Rosalind M. Greenstein nee Novak, 79. Beloved
wife of David H. Greenstein for 49
years to the day. Loving mother of
Stephanie (Joshua) Braun and Joanne
(Steve) Schneider. Proud grandmother
of Jacob, Sydney and Kai. Dear sister

of Ellen Novak. Service Sunday 1PM at Chicago

Jewish Funerals, 8851 Skokie Blvd (at Niles Center
Road), Skokie. Interment Shalom. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made to Beth Hillel
Bnai Emunah, 3220 Big Tree Ln., Wilmette, IL 60091,
www.bhbe.org and the ARK, 3100 Dundee Rd., Ste.
802, Northbrook, IL 60062, www.arkchicago.org.
Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals - Skokie
Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

Greenstein, Rosalind M.
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Linda Jean Goranson, 75, died peacefully January
29, 2020 in Evanston, Illinois
surrounded by loving family
members and friends. Linda
was born in Miller Beach,
Indiana on May 1, 1944 to
John and Dorothy Kopach
Sayka.

She was a graduate of William
Wirt High School class of

1962 and graduated in 1966 with a Bachelors of Art
degree in French and English at Indiana University.
She returned to Miller Beach to teach English at Wirt
High School for four years while obtaining a Master
of Fine Arts degree at Valparaiso University.

In 1970 Linda moved to Cincinnati, Ohio to teach at
Princeton High School. She met Stephen Goranson
and married on April 3, 1971. Stephen was trans-
ferred to Raleigh, North Carolina in July 1971, and
there Linda taught English and Social Studies at
Wake Forest Junior High School beginning that Fall
for one school year. Their first child Adam Scott was
born on October 22, 1972.

In November 1973, Stephen was transferred to
Chicago with the Environmental Protection Agency
and the family moved to Evanston. Their second
child Alicia Linda was born on June 22, 1974. Linda
worked part time as an exercise instructor until the
children were in school. Linda began substitute
teaching in 1980 at Evanston Township High School
(ETHS) and then became a full-time English teacher
at ETHS in 1982 where she taught until retirement
in 2001.

During this time period Linda was always eager to
learn and obtained a special associate degree in
reading to improve her teaching skills. Additionally,
she studied psychology at the C.G. Jung Institute
in Evanston. While taking a leave of absence from
ETHS, she took more courses in psychology in
California at UCLA and Pacifica Graduate Institute of
Depth Psychology. She resumed full-time teaching
in 1990 at ETHS while still commuting monthly to
Pacifica, and in 1997 she was awarded a doctorate
in clinical psychology.

After retiring from ETHS she began her second ca-
reer as a psychologist and obtained the necessary
hours to receive her Illinois counseling license by
volunteering at the C.G. Jung Center in Evanston.
She then began her own practice in 2004 in
Evanston until her death. She was an avid reader
and researcher and was always interested in new
psychological methods. She continued to learn and
use new energy methods which could more rapidly
decouple trauma from her clients. She became a
diplomate of the Association of Comprehensive
Energy Psychology and also of Advanced Integrative
Therapy. In addition to her practice she trained
other psychologists in the energy techniques and
made many presentations on the application of
these techniques locally, regionally and nationally.

Linda has received many accolades for her work but
she always remained dedicated to helping students
and clients. She had many interests including gar-
dening, reading, researching and cooking. All who
knew her agree that Linda was a very special per-
son – a beautiful and intelligent mother, friend, wife,
teacher, student, doctor, healer, dreamer, philoso-
pher, designer, and empath with a great sense of
humor and pragmatism. She will be missed greatly.

She is survived by her spouse Stephen and children
Adam and Alicia Goranson.

A Celebration of Life is planned for April 10 at the
Chicago Botanic Garden beginning at 11:00 am.

Goranson, Linda Jean
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Shirley R. Field, Age 95. Beloved wife of the late
Maurice Field. Loving mother of Dr.
Aaron (Marcia) Field. Proud grand-
mother of Maxwell Field. Dear sister
of the late Helen (the late Stanley)
Bernstein, David Rabinowitz, Esther

(the late Gilbert) Magida and Sarah (the late Arnold)
Borenstein. Cherished daughter of the late Fannie
and Adolph “Abe” Rabinowitz. She will be missed
by her numerous nieces and nephews. Services,
Monday, 12 Noon at Chicago Jewish Funerals, 8851
Skokie Blvd (at Niles Center Road), Skokie. Interment
Westlawn. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, www.lls.org, or the charity of your choice.
Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals - Skokie
Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

Field, Shirley R.
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  Kenneth E. Krzywicki, 77, of Elk Grove Village,
IL., passed away January 18, 2020, at Hospice of 
the Valley in Glendale, AZ.  A loving and protective
husband and father, Ken is survived by his wife,
Joanna;  son, Ken (Carol), daughter, Karolyn (Lance),
sister, Sandy Carey. He was a super grandfather to
Michael, Genevieve, and Oleg; uncle to Jeff, Scott, 
and Todd and cousin to many.  Ken was a retired Elk
Grove Police Sergeant, a graduate of The School of
Police Staff and Command, Northwestern University 
Traffic Institute and an active member of SARC ham
radio organization, Schaumburg.  He enjoyed spend-
ing time with family, his Harley, bowling, bocci ball, 
crossword puzzles and watching the Bears and
Blackhawks.  He fought a valiant fight for 30 years
and kept a positive attitude throughout.  A Memorial
Service will be held at Grove Memorial Chapel at a 
later date to be announced.  In lieu of flowers dona-
tions to The Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation 
would be appreciated. myeloma.org/research/foun-
dation.  Info 847-640-0566 or grovememorialchapel.
com
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Br. Raphael, the eldest member of the St. Procopius
Abbey community, passed
away Wednesday, January
29, 2020 at St. Patrick’s
Residence, Naperville, Il.
Beloved brother of Mary
Kozel Grahmann, Frances
Kozel Holan, Lillie Kozel
Vecera, Beatrice Kozel
Janecka, Albert Kozel, John
Kozel, the late Sister Annie

Kozel, Joe Kozel, and Alois Kozel; Dear uncle to
many nieces and nephews. Reception of the Body
and Vigil Prayer will be held Monday, February 3,
2020 from 7:00pm-9:00pm at St. Procopius Abbey,
5601 College Rd. Lisle, IL 60532. Mass of Christian
Burial will be held Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at
10:30am at St. Procopius Abbey. Interment to follow
at the Abbey Cemetery. Please visit Powell Funeral
Directors (www.powellfuneraldirectors.com) for the
life story of Br. Raphael. Arrangements entrusted to
Brian Powell Funeral Directors of Hinsdale, 630-703-
9131 or www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Kozel, O.S.B. , Br. Raphael Vaclav
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John L. Klemmer, age 83, of Northfield, IL. Beloved
husband of Suzanne Klemmer nee
Starshak. Loving father of Michael
Klemmer and Katherine Klemmer
(Robert Murphy). Proud grandfather of
Isabel, Madeline, and James Klemmer;

John, Rita, and Charlie Murphy. Dear brother of the
late Carolyn (the late Ken) Belote. Fond uncle and
great uncle to many nieces & nephews. Visitation
Monday, February 3, 2020, 10:00 a.m. until time of
Funeral Mass 11:00 a.m. at Divine Mercy Parish at
Saint Philip the Apostle Church, 1962 Old Willow
Road, Northfield, IL 60093. Interment Sacred Heart
Cemetery, Northbrook, IL. In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made to: Mercy Home for Boys & Girls,
1140 West Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 60607 or Big
Shoulders, 212 West Van Buren, Suite 900, Chicago,
IL, 60607 or a charity of your choice. Info: www.don-
nellanfuneral.com or (847) 675-1990.

Klemmer, John L.
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Hugh Jarvis, Age 83, passed peacefully on January
27, 2020. He was the son of
Porter and Elizabeth Jarvis.
He is survived by his beloved
wife, Joanne (nee Sullivan),
his daughters, Elizabeth
Jarvis and Jane (Chris)
Phillips. He is also survived by
his sister, Elizabeth (the late
Richard) Middleton, and their
children, Matthew Middleton,

Elizabeth (William) Voight, and a large extended
family including nieces and nephews. Hugh grew
up in the Beverly area, was a graduate of Morgan
Park H.S., Iowa State University and held an MBA
from the University of Chicago. He spent his career
involved in the investment of pension funds. He
was active in many charities and a generous donor
both in Chicago and Tuscon, AZ. His favorite lifelong
interests included photography, travel, and cars.
He was fortunate to enjoy the Pebble Beach Auto
Show for many years. He will be remembered for his
wide-ranging intellect, his gentle sense of humor,
and his unique wisdom. He will be deeply missed
by his family of relatives and friends. He fought a
courageous battle for the last three years against
Myasthenia Gravis. A Mass of Remembrance will be
celebrated on Sunday, February 2, 2020 at 11:15am
at Old St. Patrick’s Church, 700 W. Adams St. (Adams
St. & Desplaines St.). In memory of Hugh, memorials
to a charity of your choice are most appreciated.
For Information: Heeney-Laughlin Funeral Directors

708-636-5500 or www.heeneyfh.com

Jarvis, Hugh
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Robert O. Isaacs, MD.
Dr. Robert “Bob,” Oliver
Isaacs MD, resident of
Wilmette, IL, passed away
on January 25, 2020. He was
born in Chicago to Dr. Harry J.
Isaacs and Edith Isaacs, nee
Lippert. Bob attended the
University of Michigan and
the Chicago Medical School.
He completed residency at

Cook County Hospital specializing in internal medi-
cine. He practiced at Columbus Hospitals and later
at St. Joseph. Also, he was a veteran of the Air Force,
stationed in Izmir, Turkey. He is survived by his wife
Ylva and daughters Nina and Monika. Services are
private. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in
his memory to Doctors Without Borders.

Isaacs MD, Robert Oliver
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Glenn Holmblad, 89, passed away January 30, 2020
while residing at the Presence Resurrection Nursing
and Rehab Center in Park Ridge, IL. We thank
their staff as well as the nursing team of Rainbow
Hospice for the special care he received. Glenn was
the original “self-made man”, rising from office boy
to Manager of Materials Distribution in the railroad
industry. While never marrying, family, and friend-
ships brought him the greatest joy.
At Glenn’s request, a short prayer service will be
held at Nelson Funeral Home, 820 W. Talcott Ave.,
Park Ridge, IL at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, February, 5,
2020 with interment to follow at Mt. Olive Cemetery.
Donations in memory of Glenn to Misericordia, 6300
N. Ridge Ave., Chicago, IL 60660.
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Sean M. McGrath, 54, of Schaumburg, died Saturday
January 25, 2020 at home. Born September 13,
1965 in Buffalo New York. Sean founded and
owned J & S Plumbing for 30 years. He enjoyed
traveling especially to warmer climates, was a car
and motorcycle enthusiast and had a special way
with people. He was a very thoughtful man with
a heart of gold, who wanted to help everyone no
matter the circumstance. He will be remembered
for his smile and laughter that filled a room. He
will be greatly missed by his family and friends.
Beloved son of Lillian (nee Blais) and the late James;
loving brother of Brian; cherished nephew of Carol,
George, Ann, and Richard (Mary) and several caring
cousins, friends, and the many people whose lives
he touched. Memorial visitation will be 7:00p.m. to
9:00p.m. Friday February 7, 2020 at the Countryside

Funeral Home and Crematory, 333 S Roselle Rd (1/4
mile south of Irving Park Rd), Roselle. Funeral service
Saturday 11:00 a.m. at the funeral home, followed by
burial at St. Michael the Archangel Cemetery, 1185
W Algonquin Rd, Palatine. Cremation was private
at the Countryside Crematory. Information www.
countrysidefuneralhomes.com or 630-529-5751
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McGrath, Sean M.

age 99 of Lake Forest formerly Highland Park. At 
peace in Christ January 31, 2020. Beloved wife of
the late Angelo. Loving mother of the late George,
Michael (Pamela) and Delores. Fond grandma of 
John (Susan) Douglas and great grandma of Emily.
Dear sister of late Mary (late Albino) DalPonte,
late Rosie (late Martin) Tagliapietra, late Joseph
(late Roseanne) Lazzaretto, late Valentino (late
Mary) Lazzaretto and late John (Angie) Lazzaretto.
Visitation Tuesday, February 4, 2020 from 9:00
to 11:00 A.M. at SEGUIN & SYMONDS FUNERAL
HOME, 858 Sheridan Rd., Highwood to Immaculate 
Conception Church, 770 Deerfield Rd., Highland Park
mass 11:30 A.M. Interment Sacred Heart Cemetery, 
Northbrook contributions to Catholic Charities of 
Lake County appreciated. Info 847-432-3878.
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Maddalon, Jennie J.

Frances C. Lube, age 71, of Countryside; beloved wife
of Robert R. Lube; loving mother of Michelle (Rick) 
Finn, Jennifer (Richard) LeGrand, Meganne Lube, & 
Robert F. (Diane) Lube; proud Nana of Robert James, 
Grace Olivia, Claire Elaine, Autumn Olivia, & Emma
Rose; Franma of Justin & Amanda; dear sister of
James (Vicky) McNellis; preceded in death by loving
parents James D. & Olivia M. McNellis; aunt, cousin,
& friend of many. Visitation 3 to 9 p.m. on Monday,
February 3 at Hallowell & James Funeral Home, 1025
W. 55th St., Countryside. Family & friends will gather
for prayers at 9:15 a.m. on Tuesday, February 4, from
the funeral home to St. Cletus Church. Mass at 10 
a.m. Entombment at Queen of Heaven Cemetery, 
Hillside. Memorial donations in Fran’s name to the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (https://
www.jdrf.org/) are appreciated. Funeral info: (708)
352-6500 or hjfunerals.com
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Lube, Frances C.

Linda A. Link, nee Mazursky, age 63.
Beloved wife of Phillip. Married 41 years.
Loving mother of Mara (Britta) Link
and Allie (Adam) Link Ruggles. Proud
grandmother of Ramona Ruggles. Caring
sister of Gloria (Eric) Matlin. Fond aunt

of Arielle (Sean) Hofherr and Zack (Katie) Matlin.
Service is private. In lieu of flowers, memorials in her
name may be made to American Lung Association,
www.lung.org. Arrangements by Chicago Jewish

Funerals – Skokie Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.
cjfinfo.com

Link, Linda A.
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Susan Ann Leach (Connors), 54, passed away on 
January 30, 2020, in Cary, Illinois.
Born August 19, 1965, in Evergreen Park, Illinois,
she is the daughter of Jack Connors and Kathy 
Tillman.  She married Chris Leach on June 23, 1990
at St Mary’s Church in Buffalo Grove, Illinois.  Susie 
and Chris have four children, Christopher, Connor,
Megan, and Logan.  Susie was always helping others
and was so involved in the Cary community.  You 
could find her coaching cheerleading, being team 
mom or helping with various activities throughout 
the community.  She was able to uplift those around 
her with her abundant energy and her infectious 
radiant smile. Susie loved being with her large ex-
tended family celebrating everything from a major 
milestone to the simplest accomplishment or event.
Susie will be lovingly remembered by her husband, 
Chris, her children Christopher (fiancé Samantha 
Mihalik), Connor (girlfriend Hannah Fishman), 
Megan, Logan, her parents Jack Connors (Crystal 
Yang) and Kathy Tillman (Daryl), siblings John 
Connors (Gwyn) and Steve Connors (Holly), sister-
in-law Kim Fox (Larry), brothers-in-law Greg Leach
(Joanne) and Mitch Leach (Barb).  She will also 
be forever remembered by her numerous aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, and extended family and 
friends. 
A celebration of Susie’s life will be held at Saints 
Peter and Paul Catholic Church, 410 First St. Cary, 
Illinois.  Visitation will be on Wednesday, February 
5 from 4 to 9 p.m.  A mass of Catholic Burial will be 
held at 10:30 a.m., on Thursday, February 6.
Memorial contributions to be made in lieu of flowers 
to:
Cary Grove Boosters, Susie Leach BE CG Scholarship
Fund, 2208 Three Oaks Rd., Cary, Illinois 60013.
For info:  847-639-3817 or kahlemoore.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Leach, Susan Ann

Kenneth Nebenzahl, who parlayed a childhood fas-
cination with maps and an
adult appetite for adventure,
into a storied career as a
Chicago rare books dealer,
and explorer of the lesser-
known world, has died. He
was 92.

Nebenzahl passed away
peacefully Wednesday at his
home in Glencoe, IL, with

Jossy, his wife, business and wayfaring partner of
nearly 68 years, in his arms.

Ken and Jossy had decades of unusual travels
to remote locales such as Morocco, Greenland,
Haiti, Papua New Guinea, Pakistan, The Himalayas,
Mongolia, Burma, and Oman. As travelers from
the 1960’s to date the Nebenzahls chose sleeping
bags over hotels, and Himalayan treks over cruises.
Nebenzahl was as comfortable on camelback as in
the boardrooms of the Newberry Library, University
of Chicago, World Wildlife Fund, and The Phillips
Society of the Library of Congress.

Born in Far Rockaway, NY, Nebenzahl joined the
U.S, Marines, attended Columbia University, and
found his calling as an Americana dealer and ap-
praiser of rare books, maps, and manuscripts. He
amassed collections in the U.S., Europe and Asia
that included the first printing of the Declaration
of Independence and a first draft of the U.S.
Constitution. His acquisition in 1969 of the finest
copy of Audubon’s Birds of America set a record at
auction for a printed book in the Guinness Book of
World Records.

He wrote numerous books about maps and car-
tography, published by Rand McNally, University of
Chicago Press, and Phaidon Press, translated into
six languages.

He founded the Kenneth Nebenzahl, Jr., Lectures
in the History of Cartography in 1966 at the
Newberry Library, named after his predeceased son.
The lectures have been dedicated to research in the
study of the science, art and culture of map making.

In 1983, he was awarded an honorary Doctor
of Humane Letters degree by the College of William
and Mary for his “many contributions to the history
of cartography…”

He will also be long remembered as a devoted
conservationist and wildlife lover, whose family was
his greatest love of all.

In addition to Jossy, he is survived by daughters
Patricia Nebenzahl and companion François Stofft,
Margaret Rose and husband David, and Soozie
Nichol and husband David, 7 grandchildren and 4
great-grandchildren.

Celebration of Life at Newberry Library date and
time to be announced.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to
the Newberry Library (Chicago), or the World Wildlife
Fund (Washington D.C.), or Hands in Outreach
(Sheffield, MA).

Nebenzahl, Kenneth
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Richard E. Neapolitan, PhD formerly of Westchester,
passed away on January 29, 2020 surrounded by his
family and friends. He fought hard to battle cancer.
Richard was an accomplished Professor of Science
who wrote six scientific books. Please visit his
Wikipedia page for details. Family and friends will be
received at the Conboy-Westchester Funeral Home,
10501 W. Cermak Rd., Westchester (2 blks West of
Mannheim Rd.) on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 from
3:00 to 9:00 p.m. Funeral Wednesday 9:00 a.m until
time of chapel service 10:00 a.m. Interment Queen
of Heaven Cemetery. For info 708-F-U-N-E-R-A-L.
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Gary R. Murino, 81, of Burr Ridge, IL and Naples, FL
passed away on Tuesday January 28, 2020. Loving
husband of Donna Murino. Loving father of Frank
A. Murino, Gary A. (Pam) Murino and Lee Ann (Bill
Hensien) Murino. Devoted grandfather of Olivia,
Frankie, Mary Jo, Nicole, Mikey, J.V., Gigi, and Jack.
Preceded in death by his parents, Frank and Mary
Murino and sister, Donna Wahlborg. Gary was a
graduate of Mendel High School and Northern Illinois
University. Gary spent over 35 years in the Electrical
Industry. Visitation 4pm to 9pm, Tuesday, February
4th at Hallowell & James Funeral Home, 1025 W.
55th St., Countryside. Family and friends to gather
directly at St. John of the Cross Church, 5005 Wolf
Rd., Western Springs on Wednesday, February 5th
for 11am Mass. Interment to follow at Bronswood
Cemetery, Oak Brook. In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to Shriners Hospitals for Children. For
further info: 708-352-6500 or HJfunerals.com
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Sheila Anne Mehigan, Ed.D., age 77, of Wilmette,
IL, formerly of San Diego, CA, and Milwaukee, WI,
passed away on Friday, January 31, 2020, from
metastatic ovarian cancer. Sheila was known for her
passion for children and teaching, for her big heart,
generous spirit, delicious cooking, and fun parties.
She was a lover of art and of the arts, golf, social-
izing, and travel. As a Franciscan Associate, she was
a woman of great faith. Sheila was a graduate of
Marquette University (B.A.); Pepperdine University
(M.A.); and Loyola University (Ed.D.). She was the
devoted sister to Katie (the late John) Leonard; fun
“Auntie Sheila” to four nieces and nephews, Kitty
Finn (Mark Arvin), John Leonard, Bridget (Mark)
Purdome, and Mike Leonard (Monica Sullivan); a
truly great Aunt to eight grand nieces and nephews,
John Michael and Claire Leonard, Caitlin and Megan
Purdome, Molly, Matthew, Ryan, and Julia Leonard;
and a friend to hundreds. Sheila was preceded in
death by her parents, Irving and Katherine Mehigan.
She was a teacher in the San Diego school system
for 35 years and an adjunct professor of education
at Elmhurst College and Concordia University.
Visitation, Thursday, February 6, 2020, from 9:30
a.m. until time of Funeral Mass, 10:30 a.m., at Old
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, 700 W. Adams St.,
Chicago, IL, 60661. Interment private. In lieu of
flowers, please consider honoring Sheila’s spirit
with a donation to Marquette University College
of Education, Advancement Office, P.O. Box 1881,
Milwaukee, WI, 53201 or Old St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church. For funeral information: 847.673.6111 or
www.habenfuneral.com to sign guestbook.
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Joseph “Papa Joe” Persico Sr., loving husband to the
late Angeline; loving father to Carmella (Michael)
Isabella, Pamela (the late Kenneth) Marzec, Charles
(Lynn) Persico, Joseph (Cynthia) Persico; cherished
grandfather, great-grandfather and great-great-
grandfather to many.
Visitation will be held Monday, February 3, 2020 at
Montclair- Lucania Funeral Home (6901 W. Belmont
Ave., Chicago, IL, 60634) at 4pm to 8pm. Prayers
Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at 9:15am at the funeral
home followed by a 10am funeral mass at St. Pascal
Church (6199 W Irving Park Rd., Chicago, IL, 60634).
Entombment at St. Adalbert Cemetery, Niles, IL.
In lieu of flowers, a donation in Joseph’s name may
be made to the Illinois Veteran’s Home in Manteno,
IL. Info 773-622-9300 or
www.montclair-lucaniafuneral.com
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Patton,  Col. James  D. 
Col. James D. Patton 94, suddenly Jan. 
28, 2020. Ret. Col. U.S. Army WW II, Ret. 
LT. C.P.D. and Office Manager of Patton 
Motor Service. Beloved husband for 71 
years of Eileen (nee Quagliano). Loving 
father of Kathleen (the late Greg) Gora, 
Eileen (Michael) Havey, Madonna (the 

late Ken) Halicki, Maureen (the late Bill) Lash, 
James (Cookie), Pat (Colleen), John Ret. CFD 
(Candy) Patton and Amy (Greg) Preves. Proud 
grandfather of 22 and great-grandfather of 22. 
Uncle of many nieces and nephews. Member of 
M.O.A.A. and Retired Police Lieutenant’s Assn. 
Visitation Monday 3-9pm. Funeral Tuesday 9:00am 
from the Maher Funeral Home 17101 S. 71st. Ave. 
Tinley Park, to St. Julie Billiart Church 7399 W. 
159th. Street, Tinley Park, IL. for Mass at 10:00 am. 
Private interment Wednesday at Abraham Lincoln 
National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made to Smile Train P.O. Box 96231, 
Washington, D.C. 20090-6231 or www.smiletrain.
org. To sign guestbook, visit maherfuneralservices.
com (708)781-9212. 

John “Jack” O’Leary of River Forest, age 83. Beloved
husband of Carolyn, nee Gentle; loving father of
John (Renée), Carrie, Jim (Marcie), Tom (Sharon) and
Susan; proud grandfather of Megan, Carrie, Mary,
Sean, Katherine, Annie, Jack, Declan and Ryan; dear
brother of Bob (Carol) O’Leary; dear brother-in-law,
uncle, cousin and friend of many. Lying-in-State
at St. Luke Church, 7600 W. Lake St., River Forest
on Saturday, February 8, 2020 from 9:15 a.m. until
time of funeral mass 11:00 a.m. Interment Private.
In lieu of flowers, memorials to the charity of your
choice appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to
Peter B. Kennedy & Co. Funeral Directors. For info
708-F-U-N-E-R-A-L.
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Corey Nelson, 50, of Western Springs, Ill. passed
away peacefully at sunset on
December 20th, surrounded
by his loving family and dear
friends. Corey will always
be remembered for his kind
heart, sense of goodness,
love for family and friends
and the ever-present twinkle
in his eye.
Throughout his childhood

growing up in Natick, Mass., Corey always had a
zest for life and embraced his New England upbring-
ing. That shaped his lifelong passion for the Red
Sox, Patriots and Celtics, which he enthusiastically
shared with his children.
He graduated with a BS from the University of
New Hampshire in 1991, and his career brought
him to Chicago, where he met his forever love and
wife of 21 years, Amy. Always up for a challenge,
another job opportunity drew Corey and Amy to
San Francisco, where they made the most of the
charming city, growing professionally, traveling and
making close friends.
Adventure called yet again and the Nelsons made
their way back to Boston, where Corey earned his
MBA from the Olin School of Business at Babson
College. Enthusiastically embracing new paths, the
couple explored places like Cape Cod, Martha’s
Vineyard and Nantucket. They would later return ev-
ery summer with their own children, creating many
lasting, beautiful and happy memories.
Amy and Corey established permanent roots in
Western Springs, and joyfully welcomed daughter
Caroline in 2000, son Cade in 2003 and son Dylan
in 2005. Being a part of his community, developing
deep-rooted friendships and getting involved in all
aspects of his children’s lives with Amy brought
Corey his greatest pleasure.
Countless fond memories were made with the chil-
dren through Indian Princesses and Indian Guides,
and Corey especially treasured summer weekends
spent with them on Lake Elizabeth in Wisconsin. He
was proud to help coach his daughter’s 5th grade
Forest Hills Elementary School basketball team,
cheer on the children from the bleachers at Spring
Rock Park, the Western Springs Pool, McClure Junior
High School and Lyons Township High School, and
coach his son’s Western Springs Blazers travel bas-
ketball team.
A defining moment in Corey’s life and proud per-
sonal accomplishment was his 2006 adventure
with an awesome friend to successfully ascend to
the 14,411-ft. summit of Washington’s Mt. Rainier.
His philosophy on reaching the peak was also how
Corey lived his life every day: Make up your mind,
never look back, keep your eyes looking up with
determination, lead with compassion and don’t quit
until you reach your goal. He was grateful for each
moment and for all that he had.
In addition to Amy and his children, Corey was sur-
rounded by many loved family members including
cherished in-laws Jerry and Ann Nerad; sister-in-law
Julie Nerad Gottfried and nieces Gigi and Mia and
nephew Jake; and brother and sister-in-law Jason
Nerad and Gretchen (Pearson) and nephew Conor.
He is also survived by his parents Peter and Cynthia
Nelson and brothers Brett and Derrick and their
families.
Amy and the children will forever treasure their
memories of Corey. They are filled with gratitude
to all who have supported Corey and their family
during his 6 year illness and who have continued
to reach out with support and to share their love
for Corey.

A Celebration of Corey’s life will be hosted by his
family in May.

Donations in Corey’s memory may be made to a
charity of one’s choice.

Arrangements by Sullivan Funeral Home 630-323-
0275 or www.sullivanfuneralhomehinsdale.com

Nelson, Corey
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MOUNT PROSPECT – John Joseph Rener Jr., of Mount
Prospect, Ill., was born on
May 19, 193, and passed
away on Sunday, January
26, 2020. He was 88. He was
born in Chicago, Ill.
Surviving are one sister,
Henrietta Davis of Morton,
Ill.; nephews, Michael Davis
of Pekin, Ill. and William Davis
of Bloomington, Ill.; great

nieces and great nephews, Beau and Brandi Davis
of Bloomington, Ill., Megan Condis from Lubbock,
Texas, Zack and Erica Davis of Morton, Ill., and
Maggie and Eheren Ludwig of Ottawa, Ill.
He was preceded in death by his parents, John
Rener Sr. and Julia Rener Szigat; and one sister, Joan
Rener Sehnert.
John had a fruitful life. He was a Veteran of the
United States Army. He served in Germany and re-
ceived an honorable discharge.
He received a bachelor’s degree from the University
of Illinois in Chemical Engineering, a master’s de-
gree from the Technical Institute of Technology in
Chicago. After John received his degrees he worked
as a chemical engineer for United Oil Products in
Des Plaines. John worked all over the world travel-
ing from Europe, Asia, and back to America. He
worked at U.O.P for 30 years. He truly loved his ca-
reer. When John finally retired he had two wonderful
dogs that he loved, Chet and Max. He had a true
passion for Chicago sports as an avid Cubs, Bears,
Bulls, and Black Hawks fan. He loved to read. He
loved his movies from Sahara to any classic western
or war movie he could find, and he also loved to go
out to various places to eat throughout his commu-
nity. What John loved the most was his family, from
talking sports with William, books and history with
Michael, politics with Beau, and the past with his
sister Henrietta. He truly loved it all.
John you will be missed but your legacy will con-
tinue through the love you gave to your family and
friends.
Cremation rites have been accorded. No services
will be held.
Memorials may be made to the American Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA).
Knapp-Johnson Funeral Home and Cremation
Center in Morton, Ill. is handling arrangements.
To leave an online condolence for John’s family, visit
www.knappjohnson.com

Rener Jr., John J.
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Byron J. Prais, age 83, a life long resident of Lake Bluff
and Lake Forest passed away
Jan. 23, 2020. Husband of
Ruth C. Prais; father of Robin
(Jack) Lange and Kathy (Sean)
Olssen. Memorial Gathering
from 4-7 p.m., Tues., Feb. 11,
2020 at Gorton Community
Center, 400 E. Illinois Road,
Lake Forest. Memorial
Service at 2:00 p.m., Wed.,

Feb. 12, 2020 at Grace United Methodist Church,
244 E. Center Avenue, Lake Bluff. Interment private
at Lake Forest Cemetery. For information and full
obituary – Reuland & Turnbough Funeral Directors of

Lake Forest, 847-234-9649 or www.RTfunerals.com.

Prais, Byron J.
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Joan Sugar Plotkin, 87, of Highland Park, Illinois
passed away surrounded by her loving
family. She was born in Chicago, Illinois
to Dr. Sol Sugar, MD and Florence Sugar
Kier. Adored mother of Arlyn and son-
in-law David, Shari, the late Lee. Loving

grandmother of Andrew, Kaitlyn, Shauna, Nikki,
Jared, Aron, and many grand dogs; Fond aunt to
Lisa, Scott, and the lateTodd. Joan spent her whole
life in Chicago where she was well-loved and had
many lifelong friendships. She held a Masters in
Special Education and dedicated her career to
helping children achieve their goals. “General Joan”
will be remembered for her strong will, charitable
nature, and willingness to always put her family
first. Service Tuesday, 12 noon at Chicago Jewish

Funerals, 8851 Skokie Blvd (at Niles Center Road),
Skokie. Interment Rosehill Cemetery, Chicago.
In lieu of flowers, memorials in her name may be
made to Chicago Botanic Garden, 1000 Lake Cook
Rd., Glencoe, IL 60022, www.chicagobotanic.org.
Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals – Skokie
Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com.

Plotkin, Joan Sugar
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Marie T. Petersen, 82, of Arlington Hts.; beloved wife
of the late James J. Petersen; loving mother to Lisa
(Jerry) Kramp and Kurt (Anne) Petersen; cherished
grandmother to Patrick, Ryan and Moira Kramp and
Hannah, Matthew, and Joseph Petersen; dear sister
to the late Patricia Burns Magee; and sister-in-law
to Martin Magee and Loretta Hoban; beloved aunt
to many nieces and nephews. Marie enjoyed her
garden, traveling, senior trips, and reading her daily
papers. She was always sending cards to brighten
someone’s day. She loved to spend time with her
family, especially her grandchildren, and was loved
by all. A memorial luncheon will be held in February.
In lieu of flowers, donations to The Poor Clare
Sisters, 12210 South Will Cook Road, Palos Park, IL
60464. would be appreciated. Funeral Information
can be found and condolences can be given at www.
GlueckertFuneralHome.com or (847) 253-0168.
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James “Jim” Daniel Ricci, age 30, beloved son of
Daniel and Eva (nee Lis) Ricci, devoted brother of
Thomas and Elaina Ricci. Dear partner of Amy
Shearer, loving grandson of Walter and Carol Lis,
Mary Ricci and the late Louis Ricci. Also survived
by aunts & uncles: Mary Lou Spinasanto & the
late Michael Spinasanto, Michael and Lucy Ricci,
Nick and Kim Ricci, Michael and Donna Connolly,
Walter Lis, Cousins: Mark, Bob and Joe Connolly,
Andrea Spinasanto, Thomas (Julie) Ricci, Melissa
and Hannah Ricci. James was loved and cherished
by countless friends and colleagues. James grew up
in Lisle and Woodridge, Illinois. He attended the Lisle
schools through 8th grade, graduated from Benet
Academy in Lisle (2008), received his Bachelor
of Science in Integrative Biology at University of
Illinois in Champaign (2012), and Master of Science
in Entomology at University of California, Riverside
(2015). Since 2012, he enjoyed living and working as
an entomologist in California. James traveled both
near and far, with each day full of adventure. James
loved life and learning, with his most recent en-
deavor as a co-founder at Ovipost, an insect farm in
Florida. Every person who met James experienced
his larger than life spirit in his big beautiful smile,
his witty sense of humor, and his genuine concern
and respect for all. We will miss James more
than words can say. Visitation to be held Sunday
February 9, 2020 at Blake-Lamb Funeral Home (5015
Lincoln Ave. Lisle, IL) from 3:00PM – 8:00PM. Funeral
Monday February 10, 2020 11AM prayers from the
funeral home to an 11:30AM Mass at St. Joan of Arc
Catholic Church (820 Division St. Lisle.) In lieu of
flowers, family would greatly appreciate donations
to Marklund, a nonprofit organization that serves
adults with serious and profound developmental
disabilities. Donations can be made online at https://
www.marklund.org/, or mailed to Marklund Hyde
Center, 1S450 Wyatt Drive, Geneva, IL 60134, Memo:
In Memory of James Ricci. For more information call
630-964-9392.
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Ricci, James ‘Jim’

Anthony Riccardi, 78, of Naples, FL passed away
peacefully with Suzanne, his
wife of nearly 50 years, at
his side on Saturday, Jan. 25,
2020. The son of Italian
immigrants, Tony was raised
by his parents, Giacomo and
Antonetta Riccardi in the
Chicago area. He was the
first in his family to at-tend
university, receiving a degree

in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois.
Upon grad-uation, Tony was hired by William A.
Randolph, Inc. At that point Tony was one of only
three employees. Tony’s entire career was dedi-
cated to Randolph Construction, where in 1991 he
as-sumed 100% ownership. As the driving force of
Randolph Construction’s growth and success, To-ny
set the tone for his company to become a leading
national
commercial general contractor building for and
serving the retail, hospitality, office, education
and industrial construction markets. Tony’s work
ethic, unquestioned integrity and honesty defined
his business success. His vision guided Randolph
Construction throughout his tenure.
In 2012, Tony Sr. received a Lifetime Achievement

Award from the Italian American Chamber of
Commerce, recognizing his professional accom-
plishments. In 2015 Tony was honored to receive
the University of Illinois’ Civil and Environmental
Engineering Distinguished Alumnus Award. Tony
was proud as the son of Italian immigrants, to stand
in this respected academic circle of excellence.
In many respects, Tony’s life was defined by rela-

tionships. His extended family came first and was
closely followed by friends and his Randolph “team”.
An accomplished investor and devotee of The Wall
Street Journal and Barron’s, Tony enjoyed discussing
financial markets, global economies, world events
and politics.
Next to investing, Tony’s passion was food. He

truly lived to eat. There was no better even-ing
for Tony than a five-hour dinner with the “guys”,
enjoying wonderful Italian cuisine and great wine.
Oftentimes, it took Tony longer to choose a bottle
of wine than some people spend eating their entire
dinner.

Tony is survived by his life partner, Suzanne, and
their three children; Julie Riccardi Halperin of Lake
Forest, IL, Jennifer Riccardi (Steve) Virgili of Wilmette,
IL, and Tony (Jamie) Riccardi Jr. of Northbrook, IL. He
could not have been prouder of his children and
their academic and personal accomplishments.
Tony was a loving grandfather of nine grandchildren;
Sarah Halperin, Leo Halperin, Ruby Halperin, Anna
Virgili, Nicholas Virgili, Joseph Virgili, Matthew Ric-
cardi, Michael Riccardi, and Anthony Jack Riccardi
III. They will deeply miss their “Papa Tony”. In ad-
dition, Tony leaves behind his beloved Matthew,
Katie, Whitney and Ryan Cavanaugh of Park Ridge,
IL.
Visitation and a Celebration of Life service will be
held at St. Norbert Catholic Church, 1809 Wal-ters
Ave. Northbrook, IL. on Saturday, February 8, 2020.
Visitation will be held from 9:00 a.m. through 11:00
a.m. A mass will be held at 11 a.m., followed by
lunch at the Renaissance Hotel, 933 Skokie Blvd.
Northbrook, IL.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be
sent to support Ann & Robert H. Luries Chil-dren’s
Hospital of Chicago, 225 East Chicago Avenue, Box
4, Chicago, IL. 60611.
Online condolences may be offered at fullernaples.
com

Riccardi, Anthony
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Yvonne S. Sor, 66. Beloved wife of Daniel N. Janich.
Devoted daughter of the late Mina
(Lazar) and the late Bernard Sor. Dear
sister-in- law of Joyce (Robert) Lumley.
Cherished aunt of Jennifer Lanzarotta,
Kristen Lanzarotta and Nicole (Edward)

Bandemer. Loving friend of many. Memorial service
Sunday February 9, at 2:00 P.M. at Chicago Jewish

Funerals, 8851 Skokie Blvd (at Niles Center Road),
Skokie. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions
may be made to Greater Chicago Food Depository,
4100 W. Ann Lurie Pl., Chicago, IL 60632, www.chica-
gosfoodbank.org or Feeding America, 35 E Wacker
Dr, Ste 2000, Chicago, IL 60601, www.feedingamer-
ica.org. Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals

- Skokie Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

Sor, Yvonne S.
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Warren R. Sedlacek age 94 of Riverwoods, passed
away peacefully on January
28, 2020. Beloved husband
of the late Joan S. Sedlacek
nee Southworth. Loving
father of Martha (Richard)
Riemenschneider and Paul
(Cindy) Sedlacek. Adored
grandfather of Malinda
Riemenschneider, Laura,
Eric, and Sarah Sedlacek.
Cherished special friend of

Ami Gulcheeva. Loving uncle, cousin,
and friend to many.
Memorial visitation Sunday, February
16, 2020 from 11 am to 1 pm at Kolssak

Funeral Home, 189 S Milwaukee Ave
(2 Blocks South of Dundee Rd), Wheeling. In lieu
of flowers, donations to Orphans of the Storm at
https://orphansofthestorm.org/donate/ are appre-
ciated. To leave a condolence or for more informa-
tion visit www.funerals.pro or call 847.537.6600.

Sedlacek, Warren R.
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Donna Catherine (nèe Fox) Long Schuck passed 
away peacefully and surrounded by love on January 
26, 2020, at the McClure Miller Respite House in
Colchester, VT. Formerly of Chicago, IL. Beloved
mother of Donna Catherine (Yale) Kushner, Michael 
Xavier Long, Mary Elizabeth Long, Katherine Ann
(William Myregaard) Long. Loving grandmother of
six, great-grandmother of five, aunt of two nephews.
Dear sister of Jeanne Marie Fox and Charles E. (and 
the late Carol) Fox. Preceded in death by her be-
loved parents, Marie Doyle Fox and Charles Eugene
Fox, and her dear sisters Marietta and Jamie Colette 
Fox. Funeral services will be private. Full obituary 
can be found on giffordfuneralhome.com. 

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Schuck, nèe Fox, Donna Catherine

Delores Schick nee Whitmore, age 88, of Oak Forest
IL. Beloved wife of the late Jack Schick. Devoted
mother to John (Christine Lewickyj) Schick and
Robert (Theresa Buckman) Schick. Preceded in
death by her parents Gordon and Della Whitmore
and brother Charles Whitmore. A memorial visita-
tion will be held Saturday Feb. 8, from 1:00-5:00PM
with a service at 3:00PM at Smith Corcoran Funeral
Home, 6150 N. Cicero Ave. Chicago IL. In lieu of
flowers donations can be made to charity of your
own choice. For more info please call 773-736-3833
or go to Delores’ memorial at www.smithcorcoran.
com.
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Schick, Delores

Jasper B. Sanfilippo, 88 of Barrington Hills, was
born on March 26, 1931 in
Chicago, and passed away
peacefully at home January
28, 2020 surrounded by fam-
ily. Jasper attended Lake
View High School in Chicago
and was a 1953 graduate
of the University of Illinois.
After graduation, he served
6 months Tour of Duty in the

U.S. Army. On July 14, 1956, Jasper married the love
of his life, Marian R. Fabsits at Our Lady of Mercy
Church in Chicago. He took over the family business,
John B. Sanfilippo & Son, Inc. in 1963 and success-
fully led the company until his retirement in 2006.
Jasper was a passionate collector of steam engines,
automated music machines and art glass. He be-
longed to many organizations of mechanical music
that brought him joy, including the Musical Box
Society International (MBSI), Automated Musical
Instrument Collectors Association (AMICA), The
Carousel Organ Association of America (COAA) and
the Coin Operated Collectors Association (COCA).
Jasper combined his passion for collecting with his
commitment to philanthropy by opening their home
to host charity events to raise funds for non-profit
organizations. He is survived by his wife, Marian
R. Fabsits, his children, John (Susan), Jim (Renata),
Jeffrey (Rusty), Lisa and Jasper (Laura) Sanfilippo;
grandchildren, Danielle, Allison, William and
Nicholas Evon, Jasper, Johnny, Grace, Jaclyn, James,
Enzo, Jasper, Caroline, Tallon, and EJ Sanfilippo;
great-granddaughter, Adelyne Weigele; nieces and
nephews, Rita, Rosalie, Joseph, Roseanne, Elaine,
Michael, Mary Jo and Jim; and brothers-in-law,
Mathias Valentine and Thomas (Carmelita) Karacic.
Jasper was preceded in death by his parents, John
and Rosalie; sisters, Rosalie (George) Laketa, Anna
Karacic and Mary Valentine; and nephews, Samuel
Laketa and Greg Karacic. Visitation will be held
on Tuesday, February 4, from 2:30-9 p.m. at Saint
Anne Catholic Community, 120 N. Ela St. (corner of
Franklin and Ela Sts.), Barrington, where the Funeral
Mass will be held on Wednesday, February 5 at
11:00 a.m. Entombment will follow at St. Michael
the Archangel Catholic Cemetery, Palatine. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made to Saint Anne
Catholic Community, 120 N. Ela St., Barrington, IL
60010. Arrangements were entrusted to Davenport

Family Funeral Home and Crematory, Barrington. For
information, please call the funeral home at 847-
381-3411 or visit www.davenportfamily.com where
friends may leave an online condolence message
for the family.

Sanfilippo, Jasper B.
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William J. Straff, age 89, WWII U.S. Army Veteran –
16th Inf. Regt; at rest January
28, 2020. Beloved husband
of the late Rosalyn Straff for
56 years. Loving father of the
late Craig Straff. Dear son of
the late William and Helen
Straff. Cherished brother of
Helen F. Straff. Fond uncle
of Audry (Andrew) Kupczak,
the late Rich Kastner, Thomas
(Regina) Janito, Gail Wolf,

Gloria (Stan) Fusion and Tina (David)
Holcombe. Great-uncle of Christopher,
Anthony, Ricky, Sara and Alex Janito,
Nicholas Wolf, Alfred Nova, John and
Joe Castle. Great-great uncle of Canaan

Robinson, Reid Janito and Charlotte Janito.
Bill received the WWII Victory Medal, European
Campaign, WWII occupation, Good Conduct and
Presidential Citation Medals for his service to our
Country. Bill retired as Deputy Chief, Berwyn Fire
Department in 1993 after 35 years of dedicated
service. He was a proud member of the Berwyn
American Legion Post 422 and the Berwyn
Firefighters Local 506. Visitation Friday February
7th from 3:00 pm until time of funeral service 7:00
pm at Adolf Funeral Home & Cremation Services,

Ltd. 2921 S. Harlem Ave. Berwyn. Saturday February
8th there will be a procession leaving the funeral
home at 10:30 am for the interment at Woodlawn
Cemetery 11:00 am. In lieu of flowers, memorials
to the Berwyn Firefighters local 506, P.O. Box 411,
Berwyn, IL 60402 would be appreciated. Service
information: 708-484-4111 or adolfservices.com

Straff, William J.
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Carol Anne Kellogg Stoub, extraordinary friend, 
community builder, and world traveler, passed away
peacefully in her home in La Grange, IL on January
17, 2020.  She was 85.
In her 2005 autobiography, The Labyrinth of Life,
Carol reflected that life begins in one place and
ends in another. The curves and turns of Carol’s par-
ticular journey brought her a deep understanding
about life, its wonders and troubles, and empathy
for people all over the world, regardless of cultural 
or religious beliefs. 
Carol is survived by her children, Konrad (Lea) 
Kaltenbach of Dallas, TX, and Lois (Greg) Basil of
Chicago, IL; her grandchildren Konrad (fiancé Megan
O’Brien) Kaltenbach III, Kristina (Jimmy) Peck, 
Hannah (Caleb) Basil Bryant and Hope Basil; and her 
great granddaughter Emma Peck.  Additional survi-
vors include stepchildren Betty Stoub (Mark Tollick)
and Mark (Jane) Stoub; step-grandchildren  Heather
(Edward) Coco and Jennifer (Brandon) Upah; and
many nieces and nephews.  Carol is predeceased by
her spouse Clarence Stoub;, parents, Clement and
Lois Kellogg, and brother Walter Kellogg.
Carol’s life will be celebrated during a Memorial 
Service at 10:30 AM on Saturday, February 8 at
Presbyterian Church of Western Springs, 5250 Wolf
Rd, Western Springs, IL 60558, with a reception to
follow.  In lieu of flowers, please send any donations 
to Presbyterian Church of Western Springs.  
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Stoub, Carol

Rose Stortzman, 91, passed away October 7, 2019.
Beloved wife of the late John Stortzman. Sister of
Antoinette “Daisy” (the late Fred) Braucher and Paul
(the late Anne) Genova, numerous nieces, nephews,
extended family, and dear friends. Preceded in death
by Margaret and Joseph Genova; siblings Carmella,
Elaine, and Vincent (Sally) Genova and Mary (Alfred)
Caniglia; in-laws John and Anna (nee Lukowicz)
Stortzman; and sisters-in-law Alice and Bernice
Stortzman, along with their step-family members.
Memorial Service Sat., February 8, 2020 at 11am,
Lake View Presbyterian Church, 716 W. Addison St.,
Chicago, IL 60613, followed by a church luncheon.
Arrangements by Cremation Society of Illinois, 773-
281-5058 or www.cremation-society.com.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Stortzman, Rose Violet

Merri P. (nee Schrank) Stoddard, 67 peacefully
passed at home on Tuesday, January 28 in Valley
Center, CA native of Orland Park beloved wife of 
Marc for 22 years.  Loving Daughter of Phyllis and
the late Ferdinand Schrank.  Dearest sister to Susan 
(Diane Nowak) Schrank, the late Barbara (William)
Walsh, Judith (Paul) Vik, Peter (Debbie) Schrank, 
Lydia (Jeffery) Winkelmann, Carol (Joseph) Wrobel;
aunt and great aunt to many nieces and nephews.
She will be cremated.  Interment will be at Christ
Lutheran Cemetery in Orland Park.  Service and 
burial will be determined at a later date

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Stoddard, Merri P.

Raymond “Ray” J. Stapleton Jr. beloved husband of
Elizabeth “Liz” (nee McMahon); devoted father of
Luke and Mary Elizabeth (Israel) Sierra; dear brother
of Donald “Don” (Mary) Stapleton, Patrick (the late
Eileen) Gallagher and the late Michael Stapleton;
loving PaPa of Aiden, Noah and Izzy Owen; dear
uncle of many. Funeral Tuesday, family and friends
are invited to gather 8:30 a.m. at Salerno’s Rosedale
Chapels 450 W. Lake St. Roselle, IL. 60172 (3/4 mile
west of Bloomingdale/Roselle Rd.) to St. Isidore
Church. Mass 9:30 a.m. Interment Private. Visitation
Monday 3:00-9:00 p.m. For info 630-889-1700 or
www.salernofuneralhomes. com.
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Stapleton Jr., Raymond “Ray” J.

Mary K. Sprinkle (nee Lynn), age 65, of Baraboo, WI,
formerly of Willow Springs,
IL. Beloved wife of William
C. Sprinkle for a wonderful
37 years. Dear sister of John
(Robin) Lynn and Tim (Norma)
Lynn. Cherished sister-in-law
and aunt of many. Preceded
in death by her parents John
and Bernice Lynn. Mary was
devoted to her basset hound,

Stanley. She enjoyed gardening, bowling, fishing on
the shoreline of her home on the Wisconsin River,
crocheting, cooking, and was a devoted Cubs fan.
Visitation 4:00 to 8:00 PM Monday, February 3rd at
Hallowell & James Funeral Home, 1025 W. 55th St.,
Countryside, where a funeral service will be held on
Tuesday, February 4th at 10:30 AM. Interment pri-
vate. Service Info: 708-352-6500 or HJfunerals.com

Sprinkle, Mary K.
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     Every so often, a man is born into this world with
the innate ability to touch people’s lives with such
humor and sincerity, that it makes him naturally
endearing to all who have met him.  Such was the
case with our Father, Robert (Bob) Tracey. Born June
1, 1928, Bob passed away peacefully on January 22,
2020, surrounded by family.  He is preceded in death
by his wife, Theresa (Ter) and his son, James (Jim)
Tracey.  He leaves behind his daughters, Paula (Paul) 
Graller, Raelyn (Tom) Jeter and Valerie (Randy) Robb
along with six grandchildren (Scott, Dan, Tracey, 
Nora, Shannon & Matthew), and many nieces and 
nephews.  
    During his almost 92 years on this earth, the

laughter, love, family togetherness and music he 
created, formed the template that we have carried
on to the next generation making it his lasting gift 
for his beloved family.
    A memorial celebration is being planned for the

Spring, 2020. Contact Paula Graller (ptgraller@gmail.
com) for details. 
     In lieu of flowers, memorials to the American

Foundation for the Blind  1401 South Clark Street,
Suite 730, Arlington, VA 22202 or on-line at www.
afb.org/donate would be appreciated.
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Tracey, Robert A. ‘Bob’

James U. Tomazin, 83, of Mt. Prospect; was born
on August 5, 1936 in Chicago to Urban
and Cecilia (nee Geoffroy) Tomazin. He
died Wednesday, January 29, 2020 in
Arlington Heights. Mr. Tomazin worked
as a copywriter/producer for N.W.

Ayre, Earle Ludgin, Campbell Mithun and J. Walter
Thompson Advertising Agencies in Chicago. He was
a member of Alpha Kappa Psi Fraternity of Loyola
University Chicago. Jim was also a member of the
Chicago Architectural Foundation. He was a col-
lector of everything from architectural artifacts to
sports cars. James is survived by his spouse, of 50
years, Joyce (nee Fessler): sister, LaVaughn Mitoraj;
and many loving nieces and nephews and great-
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by
his daughter, Jill Cecilia Tomazin; and his parents.
Visitation Saturday, February 8, 2020 from 1 pm until
the 4 pm Funeral Service at Glueckert Funeral Home
Ltd., 1520 N. Arlington Hts. Rd., (4 blocks south of
Palatine Rd.), Arlington Hts., IL 60004. Interment
will be held privately at All Saints Cemetery in Des
Plaines. In lieu of flowers memorials may be given
to The Orchard Evangelical Free Church, 1330 N.
Douglas, Arlington Heights, IL 60004 or Fenwick
High School, 505 Washington Blvd., Oak Park, IL
60302. Funeral Information and condolences can be
given at www.GlueckertFuneralHome.com or (847)
253-0168.

Tomazin, James U.
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Pearl J. Tokarz, 103, formerly of Chicago died Jan. 
30th. Pearl was a Lay Franciscan and former mem-
ber of the St. Gall Guild. Loving wife of the late Bruno 
A.; dearest mother of Mary Kay (Jerry “Al”) Bail 
and Daniel J. (Margarita); beloved grandmother of 
Jeannie, Joseph, Elizabeth, James and Robert; spe-
cial great grandmother of 9. Private family services 
will be held at Butala Funeral Home in Sycamore. 
Burial will be at Resurrection Cemetery. To sign the 
online guest book, go to www.butalafuneralhomes.
com
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Tokarz, Pearl J.

Peggy Tinzmann, née Banker, 84. Beloved wife of
the late Otto; devoted mother of Robert Gaskill,
John (Heidi) Gaskill, and Susan Gaskill; cherished
grandmother of Jonathan, Mary, and Tristan; caring
sister of the late Dotsie (late Peter) Shaw; loving
aunt of Jeff, Michael, and Sally; will be deeply missed
by many close friends. Peggy was a wonderful
artist - her paintings could be found in many local
shows. She was a great cook and avid gardener. She
received her PhD from Northwestern University and
worked as an educational psychologist for many
years. A memorial service will be held at a future
date. For info: 847-251-8200.
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Tinzmann, Margaret ‘Peggy’

Nell Marie Scogin Thomas of Northbrook, IL passed
away on January 29, 2020, A private funeral service
will be held on Wednesday, February 5, at Rosehill
Cemetery Chapel in Chicago. Mrs. Thomas was born
in Selma, AL on March 1 1920 to Percy Nathaniel
Scogin and Nellie Adeline Cherry Scogin. Nell
grew up in Birmingham, AL and graduated from
Birmingham-Southern College with a major in Latin
in 1942. She met her true love, John X. Thomas,
in Birmingham in 1941. They were married in
December 1942. After the war, they initially settled
in Birmingham. John’s work with Kraft Foods Inc.,
eventually took them to Northbrook, IL in 1966.
Nell, who was affectionately known to her family as
“Nunna”, is survived by her son, John and his wife,
Jeannie; her granddaughter AnnaMarie Mottram
and her husband David; and also, by her great
granddaughter Theanna. She also leaves behind
many loving nieces and nephews, who visited her
and communicated with her throughout her last
years. Her love of Family and sharp wit and keen
sense of humor will be missed by all. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband of 54 years, John X.
Thomas; her two sisters, Clarabelle Holcombe and
Cherry Woodruff; and by her brother, Benny Scogin.
In lieu of flowers please direct contributions in her
memory to St. Giles Episcopal Church in Northbrook,
IL., or Orphans of the Storm in Riverwoods, IL.
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Thomas, Nell Marie Scogin
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Born: November 17, 1937. Died: January 4, 2020.
Daniel E Walls of Fox Lake, IL passed away suddenly 
on January 4, 2020 with his loving wife, Deborah by
his side.
Dan, the oldest of three children, was born in Terre 
Haute, Indiana to Earl and Frances Walls. The fam-
ily moved to Chicago when Dan was young.  After 
graduating from Steinmetz High School, Dan earned
a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from
Michigan Technological University. He was a proj-
ect engineer in Kraft Foods International Division, 
then moved to Abbott Laboratories where he 
completed his career as an engineering manager 
in the Chemical and Agricultural Products Division
(CAPD). He was the proud father of four children and
beloved Papa of seven grandchildren and one great
grandchild.
Dan loved traveling with his wife to all 50 states
and throughout Canada in their motor home.  He
was also passionate about boating and fishing. He
especially treasured time with his children, grand-
children and great granddaughter.
Dan is survived by his wife Deborah (Seilheimer) 
Walls, his daughters Valorie (Dr. Domenic) Caprice, 
Laura (Joe) Meyer, Deborah (Joel) Fischer, son Peter, 
grandchildren Kayla, Ethan, Nina, Michael, Joey,
Alexa and Kyle and great granddaughter Hazel.   He 
is further survived by his brother Jerry, his sister-in-
law Marge (the late Peter) Schwab, special niece
Traci Beddingfield, special nephew Matt (Sorrell) 
Schwab-Redford, former wife Arlene, special family 
friend Philip Wennerstrom and many other nieces
and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his
parents Earl and Frances, his sister Cynthia (the 
late Richard) Konopa, his father- and mother- in- law
Andrew and Henrietta Seilheimer, and his brothers-
in-law Fred, Andrew, Roger, Larry and Howard 
Seilheimer.
Inurnment will take place privately. If desired, do-
nations to Michigan Technological University or the
American Heart Association would be appreciated.
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Walls, Daniel E.

Anita Carole Vitous (Ladstatter) of Sanibel, FL and
Yorkville, IL passed away
Friday Jan 24, 2020. Born
in Melrose Park, IL in 1956,
she was a devoted wife to
Alan for 33 years. Anita at-
tended Highland grade /
middle school and Lyons
Township HS. After receiving
her degree in education from
Illinois State University, she

taught Home Economics and Math at West Aurora
HS, Waubonsie Valley HS and Neuqua Valley HS for
28 years. Anita enjoyed sewing, gardening, crafts,
her cats and Neil Diamond. A lifelong, die hard
Cubs fan, Anita was thrilled to see the Cubs win the
pennant. Go Cubbies! Visitation Friday, February 7,
2020, 3 to 8pm at Woodlawn Funeral Home, 7750 W.
Cermak Road, Forest Park, IL 60130. Funeral Service
Saturday, 11am at the funeral home. Interment will
be private. In lieu of flowers, please send donations
to PAWSChicago: www.pawschicago.org or LifeLink
Foundation of Florida: www.lifelinkfoundation.org/
our-story/#llflorida Funeral Info: (708) 442-8500.

Vitous , Anita Carole
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Lorraine M. Vasalos nee Demas, age 78, of Chicago
and most recently Park Ridge, IL. Beloved
wife of John J. Vasalos for 50 wonder-
ful years. Devoted mother to Charles
(Jessica) Vasalos and Patricia Vasalos.
Cherished Yiayia to Michaela, John, and

James. Loving sister to three siblings and friend to
many. A visitation will be held Monday Feb. 3, from
3:00-8:00PM at Smith-Corcoran Funeral Home, 6150
N. Cicero Ave. Chicgao IL. Funeral Service will be
held Tuesday, Feb 4, at St. John the Baptist Greek
Orthodox Church, 2350 E Dempster St, Des Plaines,
IL at 10:00AM . Interment Elmwood Cemetery. For
more information please call 773-736-3833 or visit
Lorraine’s memorial at www.smithcorcoran.com.
May her memory be eternal.

Vasalos, Lorraine M.
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William VanZanen, 91, retired Chicago Regional
Administrator, U. S.
Department of Labor, U.S.
Army Korean War veteran,
passed away peacefully
January 22, 2020. Avid reader,
fisherman, sailor. Above all,
deeply devoted to family.
Will be eternally missed by
his loving life partner of
19 years Joan Selma Stern

(nee Eibschutz), her family, and his granddaughter
Jenna Banda of Switzerland. Preceded in death
by wife Nellie VanZanen, daughter Cynthia Banda,
and parents Reyer VanZanen and Axelina Sorensen
VanZanen. Cremated remains will be scattered
privately on Lake Michigan. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in his name to National Human
Genome Research Institute, https://www.genome.
gov/, 301-402-0911. Arrangements by Cremation

Society of Illinois, 773-281-5058 or www.cremation-
society.com.

VanZanen, William
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Visitation for Tina “Stamatia” Tziavragos (77), of
Hoffman Estates and Cape Coral, FL, Mon., Feb. 3rd
from 5:00-8:00pm at Michaels Funeral Home 800
S. Roselle Rd., Schaumburg. Funeral services Tues.,
Feb. 4th beginning with prayers at 9:30am at the 
funeral home to 10:30am funeral service in the cha-
pel at St. Michael the Archangel Cemetery, Palatine. 
Born Aug. 5, 1942 in Levidion, Arcadia Greece to
Panagiotis Katralis and Theodora Katralis, Tina 
passed away peacefully in her sleep Jan. 28, 2020
@ 2am with her loving son by her side. Tina was 
the adoring wife to the late Bill Tziavragos for 40 
years; loving mother of Tom Anastasios Tziavragos;
dear sister of Joanne (Terry) Stelmacovich, Barbara 
(Tom) Kaplanis, Tom (the late Alice) Katralis, Gus
Katralis and the late Helen Katralis; beloved aunt, 
grandmother and dear friend to many. Tina loved 
to make her family and friends happy. She loved to
cook and give gifts to others. Even when family and 
friends told her they were not hungry; she would 
always say “I will make something and maybe you 
will be hungry later”. She also spent much of her 
time searching for the best gifts, so she always had
something to give when family and friends visited.
With this mindset, she always put the happiness 
of others before hers. In the Tziavragos family, Tina
was known as the Heart and her husband Bill was
the Rock.  Together they raised their sole son who is 
forever grateful for everything they have instilled in
him and for all the sacrifices they made which ulti-
mately helped him succeed and become the man he 
is today. Tina will truly be missed by all those whose 
lives she influenced. If there is one positive we can
take away from this tragic event, it is to be kind to
all and enjoy the journey of life each and every day. 
Forever in Our Hearts, Always on Our Minds….For 
information 847-891-2900 or www.michaelsfh.com
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Tziavragos, Tina ‘Stamatia’
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Josephine Zolezzi (nee Biasco), age 100. Went
to be with her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on
Thursday, January 30, 2020. Beloved wife of the
late Gene Zolezzi, Sr. Loving daughter of the late
Mary and Lewis Biasco. Dearest mother of Eunice
(John) Madon and Gene Jr. (Susan) Zolezzi. Loving
grandmother of Anastasia (the late Paul) Falconio,
Alexandra Madon, Michael Zolezzi, and David
Zolezzi. Proud great-grandmother of Antonella and
Miranda Falconio. Visitation Monday, February 3,
2020 from 9:30 until time of Funeral Service 10:30
am. at Rejoice Ministries (formerly Church of the
Full Gospel), 6120 N. Harlem Avenue in Chicago.
Interment at Mount Olive Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, memorials appreciated to JourneyCare
Hospice, 2050 Claire Court, Glenview, IL 60026 or
journeycare.com. Colonial-Wojciechowski Funeral

Home of Niles is entrusted with arrangements. Info
847-581-0536 or www.colonialfuneral.com
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Zolezzi, Josephine

Joan S. Ziomek nee Kazmierczak, World War II Army
Veteran; beloved wife of the late John;
loving mother of Theresa Garbaciak
(William Johnson) and Mary Ziomek (Paul
Karmowski); cherished grandmother
of Jeffrey and Amy; great grandmother

of Ava, Carter, and Jedrik; fond sister of Dorothy
Brezinski and Regina Hanusiak; also loving aunt and
friend of many.
Visitation Monday, February 3, 2020 from 3:00 - 9:00
p.m. at COLONIAL-WOJCIECHOWSKI FUNERAL HOME
6250 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago. Funeral services
Tuesday, February 4, starting with prayers at 9:45
a.m. from the funeral home, proceeding to St.
Constance Church for 10:30 a.m. Mass. Interment
will follow at Maryhill Cemetery in Niles. Info 773-
774-0366 or www.colonialfuneral.com

Ziomek, Joan S.
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Dolores Zagotta, nee Grill, age 90, beloved wife
for 68 years to Joseph Zagotta. Loving mother of
Maureen (Larry) Portigo, Sharon (Jim) Maher, Patricia
(Edward) Langevin, Michael (Erin) Zagotta, and John
(companion Angela Lew) Zagotta. Cherished grand-
mother of 8 and great-grandmother of 2. Visitation
Thursday, February 6, 2020 at St. Julie Billiart Church,
7399 W. 159th St., Tinley Park, IL from 9:30-11 a.m.
with a Funeral Mass at 11:15 a.m. Interment Good
Shepherd Cemetery. Visit colonialchapel.com for
full obituary details. 708-532-5400
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Zagotta, Dolores

Lois Mae Wiese (née Bacon), 85, of Lombard passed
away Tuesday, Jan 21, 2020.
She was born Feb 15, 1934 in
Forest Park. Lois was a Godly
woman who loved her Lord
with all her heart, soul and
strength. She always demon-
strated that God comes first
and family comes second.
Lois is survived by her loving
husband of 59 years, Wayne;

five children: Cheryl (Dale) Talsma of Nigeria, Kevin
(Marcy) Wiese of Chandler AZ, Kyle (Kristine) Wiese
of Minnetonka MN, Kristin Linley of Lombard, and
Faith (Matt) Lundstrom of Aurora; 17 grandchildren,
three great-grandchildren. Lois is also survived by
her brother, Art (Rosemary) Bacon, of Lombard.
Visitation for friends and family will be on Feb 15
at 9:00 am followed by a Celebration of Life service
at 11:00 am at Peace Lutheran Church in Lombard.

Wiese, Lois Mae
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John Warman, age 84 of LaGrange Park. Beloved
husband of Marla Warman, nee Marquard for 57
years; loving father of Philip Warman, Elizabeth
(Steven) Ayers, Mary Beth (Daniel) Kienzle and
Steven (Susan) Warman, dear grandfather of Brian
Ayers, Daniel Kienzle, Lauren (Taylor) Novinger,
Kevin Kienzle and Sabrina Warman; brother of the
late Robert A. Warman. Visitation Monday, February
3, 2020 from 3:00 P.M. to 8 P.M. and Tuesday,
February 4, 2020 from 10:30 A.M. to 11 A.M. at
Hitzeman Funeral Home, Ltd. 9445 W. 31st Street,
Brookfield. Funeral Tuesday 11 A.M. to St. Cletus
Church, LaGrange, Mass 11:45 A.M. Interment Mt.
Carmel Cemetery. John was a 30 year Assistant
Vice President –Taxes for Nicor Gas and was proud
to be a Former Chairman of the American Gas
Association (Taxation Committee ), Tax Executive
Institute and IL State Chamber of Commerce
Taxation Committee; longtime member of the
Chicago Tax Club. Memorials appreciated to St.
Cletus Parish, 600 W. 55th St., LaGrange, IL 60525
or the charity of your choice. Information 708-485-
2000 or www.HitzemanFuneral.com
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Warman, John
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When the news broke Tuesday
that Frank Lloyd Wright’s Tal-
iesin architecture school would
shut down after 88 years, archi-
tects and architecture buffs shud-
dered. Some probably even cried.

Why?
Because in addition to the

transcendent, nature-inspired
beauty of its campuses in Spring
Green, Wisconsin, and Scottsdale,
Arizona, Taliesin was a communi-
ty as well as an architecture
school. 

For years, its students raised
crops, cooked meals, cleaned
house and built the structures of
the ever-growing compounds,

including its magnificent skylit
drafting rooms — all under the
direction of Wright and his third
wife, the domineering Olgivanna.
The students even traveled to-
gether between the two Taliesins,
driving in caravans from the one
in the softly rolling hills of south-
west Wisconsin to spend the
winter at the architect’s desert
encampment in Scottsdale.

One of those students, or “ap-
prentices,” was a shy, hard-
working kid from Evanston, John
Howe, who came to Spring Green
straight out of high school to join
the first group of Wright disciples
in 1932. Like many affected by the
Depression, Howe couldn’t afford
the tuition, so Wright gave him
the job of keeping all the fires lit
in the fireplaces of the main
house. While other students were
out chopping wood, Howe was
near Wright’s studio, sopping up
wisdom from the master. 

Within five years, he was

running Wright’s drafting room,
according to Minneapolis archi-
tect Tim Quigley, co-author of a
book on Howe. “He was a boy
wonder, a sponge who was in-
credibly talented,” Quigley said in
an interview. “He was literally
Wright’s right-hand guy.”

Like all the apprentices, Howe
did chores, attended black-tie
Sunday dinners at the main house
on the Spring Green campus, and
went to lectures by Wright as well
as the musical productions and
foreign film showings that pep-
pered the vital Taliesin scene. 

Citing this wealth of activities,
some have characterized the
Taliesin campuses as artistic
communes of the highest order. A
less sympathetic take is that the
compounds, which provided
Wright a source of income and
free labor during the Depression.,
were not-so-benign dictatorships
where Wright and Olgivanna ran
all aspects of the apprentices’

lives, even telling them whom
they could — or could not —
marry.

However one perceives the
Taliesen campuses, they were,
like Wright himself, utterly un-
conventional. At a typical archi-
tecture school, students toil away
in the design studio until the wee
hours of the morning, then return

to their cheap rented apartments.
Wright, who had left the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin at Madison
in 1887 without a degree, “didn’t
have much use for traditional
schooling in any way, shape or
form,” Quigley said. 

Yet like so many enterprises 

Many mourn loss of Wright’s Taliesin,
his school that also created community

Frank Lloyd Wright, center, is surrounded by apprentices who work and

study at Taliesin in Spring Green, Wisconsin, circa Aug. 17, 1938. 
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The 10,800 stores closed by
retailers last year wasn’t
enough: just one month into
2020, they have announced
plans to close 1,000 more.

“It’s sad, there are a lot of
things closing,” said Patti Ma-
her, 57, of Orland Park, brows-
ing liquidation sales at Pa-
pyrus’s Water Tower Place
store Wednesday. The greeting
card chain is closing all 254
stores after seeking bankruptcy
protection in mid-January.

Maher blamed shoppers’
growing reliance on Amazon,
saying she still prefers shop-
ping in stores.

“I try to support the little
guys, not just big companies,”
she said.

The news looks grim for
bricks-and-mortar stores. But
industry experts say it’s more
of an evolution than a “retail
apocalypse,” and Amazon and
Walmart aren’t the only cul-
prits.

Consumers are still spend-
ing: Shoppers shelled out
$730.2 billion during the 2019
holiday season, according to
the National Retail Federation.
That’s up 4.1% compared with
the same period in 2018. About
$167.8 billion of that was spent
online, where sales rose 14.6%. 

Amid all the closures, retail-
ers have announced plans to
open 1,718 stores this year,
according to Coresight Re-
search.

Still, with more competition
than ever for those dollars,
retailers that failed to keep up
with changes in the way cus-
tomers shop or opened too
many stores will continue to
shrink, industry experts said.

Part of the problem is the
U.S. has more stores than it
needs, given the popularity of
online shopping, said Craig
Johnson, president of retail
consulting firm Customer
Growth Partners.

“There are too many retail
square feet chasing too few
customer square feet,” Johnson
said.

Home furnishings retailer
Pier 1 Imports led the way
among retailers that an-
nounced store closures in Jan-
uary, with up to 450 locations
affected, or about half its stores.

Consumer spending on
home furnishings has been
strong. But that’s attracted a lot
of new rivals, like online furni-
ture seller Wayfair, Home-
Goods and brands doing better
with younger consumers, like
West Elm, he said.

Bed Bath & Beyond, which
said in late January it has
closed or plans to close 40
stores, including three in 

Retail
landscape
continues
to evolve 
Papyrus, Express,
Pier 1 store closures
likely just beginning

By Lauren Zumbach 
and Corilyn Shropshire
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One of the most memorable plays of
last year’s humdrum Super Bowl hap-
pened not on the field but during a
commercial break.

Anheuser-Busch ran a surprise ad
that showed the medieval Bud Light
kingdom mistakenly receiving a giant
barrel of corn syrup and then delivering
it to the kingdoms of Miller Lite and
Coors Light — because, as the ad
pointed out, they use corn syrup to
make their beer, while Bud Light does
not — launching a very public tussle
over a common brewing ingredient that
did few favors for Big Beer.

Chicago-based MillerCoors — since
renamed Molson Coors Beverage Co. —
sued Anheuser-Busch for what it said
was misleading advertising. Corn pro-
ducers cried foul. A long-planned alli-
ance among brewers to promote the
flagging beer industry fractured. Then,
as the legal drama unfolded, Anheuser-
Busch accused its longtime rival of
espionage.

Bud Light’s strategy of highlighting
corn syrup as a differentiator may have
been sound, and the vigorous response
by Molson Coors shows it was a
powerful message it feared would
resonate with consumers, said Tim
Calkins, marketing professor at North-
western University’s Kellogg School of
Management. But, he said, it came at an

inopportune time for the industry.
“The downside with the strategy is

that it highlighted something negative
about beer, which became a problem
because that is not something you want
to say when hard seltzers are taking off,”
he said. “At the moment, what you don’t
want to do is say anything bad about
beer.”

It is difficult to know what effect, if
any, the ad campaign had on beer sales,
because there are so many other factors

driving the yearslong slide of mass-
market domestic beers. But a year into
the spat, the attorneys fees keep piling
up, and there is little evidence that Bud
Light benefited from the brouhaha its
ad instigated.

The brand’s 2019 case sales declined
7.1%, while Coors Light’s decreased 3%
and Miller Lite’s were flat, according to
Nielsen data through Dec. 28. Bud 

Last Super Bowl launched beer’s corn syrup wars. 
With seltzer on the rise a year later, there’s one ...

CLEAR
WINNER

Anheuser-Busch attacked rivals’ use of corn syrup in a Bud Light 2019 Super Bowl

ad. Chicago-based MillerCoors later sued, alleging misleading advertising. 

ANHEUSER-BUSCH 

By Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz
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that revolved around a
single charismatic figure,
the school ultimately did
not last. The author and
architecture critic Aaron
Betsky, who was named the
school’s dean in 2015 and
later became its president,
tried to infuse it with new
ideas, yet, some say, he
encountered resistance
from Taliesin’s old guard. 

“The animosity was that
the school, I think, was
trying to achieve something
new and taking the core
ideas of why there was a
program at Taliesin and
bringing it into the 21st
century,” said Chicago
architect Brad Lynch, who

taught at the school in 2017.
Why it all came apart is

the subject of finger-point-
ing between the Scottsdale-
based Frank Lloyd Wright

Foundation, which owns
the Taliesin properties and
seeks to preserve Wright’s
legacy, and the leaders of
Wright’s former school.

Now called the School of
Architecture at Taliesin, the
accredited private graduate
school broke from the
foundation in 2017. 

The combatants issued
dueling news releases
Tuesday and disagreed
whether the school, which
had 30 students, had a
sustainable business model.
Whoever is right, Tuesday
was a sad day for architec-
tural education, marking
the loss of one of its mytho-
logical touchstones. 

The school, whose for-
mer students included E.
Fay Jones, the Arkansas
architect who won the
American Institute of
Architects’ Gold Medal in
1990, will close at the end
of June.

While activities like
public tours at the two

Taliesins will continue, the
school’s absence will likely
be keenly felt. Both cam-
puses integrated working,
living and learning. (The
one in Scottsdale got its
start in 1938, six years after
Wright began the
apprentice program at his
Spring Green home.) 

“The students were
always around, helping,
even doing menial tasks
like cleanup,” said Chicago
architect John Eifler, who
has worked on the reno-
vation of both properties.
“It was always a real pleas-
ure to see that tradition
being continued through
the years. I think it’s going
to be quite a loss as far as
just the vitality of the
place.”

Anticipating such a
concern, the foundation

and its president, Stuart
Graff, said in its news re-
lease that it would expand
Taliesin’s educational pro-
grams for design profes-
sionals and others to “keep
the Taliesin campuses vital
places.”

Time will tell if the ap-
proach works or is a mere a
Band-Aid. “I hope that
Stuart and the foundation
are committed to inhab-
iting both sites in an educa-
tional, community way —
that they be used as they
were intended,” Eifler said.
“It would be sad if they
became a ghost town of
tours.”

Blair Kamin is a Tribune
critic.
bkamin@chicagotribune
.com
Twitter @BlairKamin
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The garden at Taliesin in Spring Green, Wisconsin, was

designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. The architecture school is

set to close at the end of June.
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Light, though still by far the
top-selling beer in the na-
tion, lost more market share
than the brands targeted by
the ads.

“I don’t think it had the
intended consequences,”
said Harry Schuhmacher,
editor and publisher of the
industry publication Beer
Business Daily.

St. Louis-based Anheu-
ser-Busch seems to be taking
a different tack for this
Sunday’s Super Bowl. The
Bud Light ads it has pre-
viewed focus on promoting
the brand’s new line of hard
seltzers, a rapidly growing
category that has been steal-
ing customers from light
beer. 

An ad for the company’s
Michelob Ultra Pure Gold, a
light lager made with orga-
nic ingredients, pledges to
donate a portion of proceeds
from every six pack pur-
chased to help farmers tran-
sition to organic farmland,
an extension of a program
launched last summer to
support barley farmers go-
ing organic.

Shuhmacher believes that
ad may be an overture to
Midwestern farmers, and
their many beer-drinking
supporters, who may have
felt their crop was maligned
by the corn syrup ad cam-
paign.

“It’s like going after veter-
ans,” Schuhmacher said.
“This is not a group you
want to demonize in the
United States.”

Meanwhile, a collabora-
tive industry marketing ini-
tiative to win back beer
drinkers moved forward late
last summer without the
support of Molson Coors,
which pulled out of the
coalition in the wake of the
corn syrup attacks.

The Beer Growth Initia-
tive in September debuted
its 90-day “Beers to That”
consumer campaign in
Austin, Texas, which con-
sisted of digital advertising,
experiential events, a web-
site and murals in a brand-
agnostic call to action to
“celebrate all of life’s mo-
ments” with beer. 

Organized by the Beer
Institute, National Beer
Wholesalers Association
and the Brewers Association
— trade groups representing
brewers, importers and dis-
tributors large and small —
the alliance met recently to
plot next steps — but still
without participation by
Molson Coors, the nation’s
second-largest brewer.

“We look forward to re-
engaging whenever the na-
tion’s largest beer company
stops denigrating ingredi-
ents that are used through-

out the beer industry,” said
Adam Collins, chief commu-
nications officer at Molson
Coors.

In court, Molson Coors
has won two injunctions
barring some of the corn
syrup advertising, which it
argued misled consumers
into thinking the beer it sells
contains the fermentation
ingredient and implied it
was unhealthy. 

But Collins stopped short
of declaring victory in the
corn syrup wars, saying the
industry could be harmed if
the messaging causes con-
sumers to turn away from
beer as they seek more
healthful beverages.

“The long-term ramifica-
tions for our major brands
are serious and real,” Collins
said. “Anything that would

put doubt into people’s
minds is concerning.”

Despite the furor and
ongoing legal battle, Anheu-
ser-Busch stands by its corn
syrup ads.

“Last year’s campaign de-
livered the transparency
people demand, and Bud
Light plans to continue lead-
ing that movement in the
beer industry,” the company
said in a statement. Bud
Light, which is made with
rice instead of corn, early last
year debuted new packaging
that prominently displays
ingredient information and
needled its rival to do the
same. 

The Super Bowl ads that
caused the “corntroversy,” as
it was hashtagged on social
media at the time, were not
teased beforehand, and

caught the maker of Miller
and Coors off guard. The
company responded with a
full-page ad in The New
York Times defending its
use of corn syrup, which gets
converted into alcohol dur-
ing fermentation, and clari-
fying that it is not the same
as high-fructose corn syrup.
The company maintains
there is no corn syrup in the
finished product.

Brewing industry veter-
ans jumped to the defense
of Molson Coors, saying
numerous beers, from Blue
Moon to Corona, use corn
syrup to create alcohol and
it’s no different from using
other sugars or starches in
fermentation. Anheuser-
Busch has several products
brewed with corn syrup,
including Busch Light and

Natural Light, though the
company says it’s a cheaper
ingredient it uses in its value
brands.

Molson Coors (then
MillerCoors) in March filed
a false advertising lawsuit in
Wisconsin federal court al-
leging the ads, while literally
true, were intentionally mis-
leading.

In May, it was granted a
partial preliminary injunc-
tion barring Anheuser-
Busch from running ads that
implied its rivals’ products
contain corn syrup, includ-
ing those that said Bud Light
contains “100% less corn
syrup.” The original Super
Bowl ads were not banned.
Molson Coors appealed be-
cause the injunction was
incomplete.

In September, the judge
issued another injunction
barring “no corn syrup”
messaging on Bud Light
packaging and store dis-
plays. Anheuser-Busch ap-
pealed.

In an unexpected twist,

Bud Light’s parent in Octo-
ber filed a counterclaim ac-
cusing its rival of “misappro-
priating trade secrets.” It
alleged a Molson Coors
brewer who previously had
worked for Anheuser-
Busch sought ingredient in-
formation from a former
co-worker — at the direc-
tion of senior management
— and ended up with pho-
tos of recipes for Bud Light
and Michelob Ultra.

In those court filings,
most of which are sealed or
heavily redacted because
they deal with confidential
information, Anheuser-
Busch also claimed its test-
ing has found residual sug-
ars in Miller Lite and Coors
Light as a result of incom-
plete fermentation.

The U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 7th Circuit is set to
hear oral arguments April 8
on the preliminary injunc-
tions. A trial date at the
lower court for the original
false advertising claims and
the trade secrets counter-
claims has not been sched-
uled.

Margaret Esquenet, a
partner with law firm
Finnegan in Washington,
D.C., has been watching the
case with interest.

“You don’t always see
two big players like this go
after each other in such a
big and splashy way,” she
said.

Courts might see more
cases like it as health-con-
scious consumers pay
closer attention to ingredi-
ents and companies market
products with those con-
cerns in mind, raising ques-
tions about what scientific
evidence is available to back
up the claims.

“The whole concept of
being literally true but mis-
leading is going to be
playing a much larger role
in how advertising is evalu-
ated because of the con-
sumer interest in ingredi-
ents,” she said.

Schuhmaker doubts corn
syrup will show up in any of
Anheuser-Busch’s market-
ing this year. Rather, he
expects the behemoth to
focus on what he views as
an impressive slate of new
products and line exten-
sions that are set to roll out,
putting a tumultuous 2019
behind it.

“They have so many
other levers they can pull to
create demand other than
disparaging competitors,”
Shuhmacher said. “They
can come up with twice as
many new products, twice
as many new flavors, twice
as much execution in the
marketplace as their next
largest competitors. I think
they are going to do well in
2020.”

aelejalderuiz@chicago
tribune.com
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MillerCoors, now known as Molson Coors Beverage Co., returned fire in beer’s Corn Syrup War with ads aimed at Bud

Light, such as this one that aired during the NCAA basketball tournament.

MILLERCOORS 

U.S. farmers are featured in Michelob Ultra Pure Gold’s 2020 Super Bowl commercial. 

MICHELOB ULTRA

Anheuser-Busch has fo-

cused on promoting Bud

Light Seltzer, a rapidly

growing beverage category. 

JACQUELINE DORMER/AP 

BOSTON — Most U.S.
universities made money
on their financial invest-
ments last year, but their
returns were tempered by a
global economic slowdown
fueled by America’s trade
war with China, according
to an annual survey of
school finance chiefs.

The survey, released
Thursday, found that col-
lege and university endow-
ments returned an average
of 5.3% in fiscal year 2019,
down from the previous
year’s returns of 8.2% and
12.2% the year before that.
The returns in 2019 were
among the weakest in the
past decade, but it’s still
seen as a long-term re-
bound over losses suffered
following the 2008 finan-

cial crisis.
Harvard University re-

mained the wealthiest
school in the U.S., the sur-
vey found, with an endow-
ment valued at nearly $40
billion. The University of
Texas system and Yale Uni-
versity followed with about
$30 billion each, while
Princeton University and
the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology each
had more than $26 billion.

More than 100 schools
reported endowments top-
ping $1 billion, but the vast
majority of schools have far
less. 

Out of all schools sur-
veyed, the median endow-
ment was valued at $144
million, and 3 out of 4 had
$500 million or less.

The survey is based on
data reported by nearly 800
schools across the U.S. and

Canada. 
It was performed by the

National Association of
College and University
Business Officers, a na-
tional group that repre-
sents 1,900 colleges and
universities, and by TIAA,
an investment and banking
firm based in New York.

Universities with more
than $1 billion saw the
greatest returns in 2019, the
survey found, with returns
averaging just under 6%.
They fared better in large
part because they have the
money to invest in areas
such as venture capital and
private equity, which saw
some of the strongest re-
turns, the survey found.

Schools that invested
larger shares in U.S. stocks
also fared well amid a
blockbuster year for the
nation’s stock market,

while those with heavier
investments in interna-
tional stocks drew more
modest returns. The
groups behind the survey
attributed the slump to the
U.S.-China trade war, say-
ing it has slowed global
trade.

Colleges tend to have
different investing strate-
gies based on thei

r wealth, the survey
found. The richest schools
invest most heavily in a
category that includes ven-
ture capital funding, hedge
funds and private equity,
while schools with smaller
endowments typically fo-
cus on U.S. stocks and
bonds.

But schools with $25
million or less, the lowest
category in the survey, per-
formed nearly as well as the
richest schools in 2019.

Their success was credited
to their reliance on the U.S.
stock market, which had its
best returns in six years.
The Standard & Poor’s 500
index, one broad measure-
ment of the U.S. stock
market, rose 10.4% in fiscal
year 2019.

Still, the groups behind
the survey said schools’
shouldn’t strive to match
the S&P 500, but should
focus on spreading their
money over a wide range of
investments to safeguard
against market swings.

“There are going to be
times when the markets are
gangbusters and look really
good, while these portfo-
lios will not have returns
that meet that,” Kevin
O’Leary, CEO at TIAA En-
dowment and Philanthrop-
ic Services, said in a call
with reporters. “It’s a bal-

ance to create consistent
returns to match what we
need to spend.”

Most universities in the
survey reported that they
increased spending from
their endowments in 2019,
with an average withdraw-
al of $30 million to support
their annual budgets. 

Overall, about half of
their spending went to stu-
dent financial aid, while
the rest was split among
academic programs, facul-
ty jobs and other costs.

Some of the nation’s
wealthiest schools will
soon face a 1.4% tax on their
investment earnings as part
of a tax overhaul approved
by Congress in 2017. It will
apply to schools that have
at least 500 students and
endowments that amount
to at least $500,000 per
student.

Survey: Investment by colleges showed slower growth in 2019
By Collin Binkley
Associated Press
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Foley & Lardner partner
Lauren Loew has been
elected board president
of the venerable Chicago
Lawyers’ Committee for
Civil Rights, a nonpartisan
nonprofit that works to
secure racial equity and
economic opportunity
throughout the state.

Loew was previously
vice president of Chicago
Lawyers’ Committee board
of directors. Her term
became effective January
1, 2020.

Loew is a partner in the
litigation department at
Foley & Lardner LLP
and a member of the
Business Litigation &
Dispute Resolution
Practice and Automotive
Industry Team. She
represents clients on
matters including class
action defense, products
liability defense, commer-
cial contract disputes,
breach of fiduciary duty
and noncompete cases,

supply chain management
and post-acquisition
disputes in state and
federal courts and
arbitrations around the
country.

Lauren Loew Elected President of Chicago
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights

TCS Education System’s
Board of Trustees has
unanimously voted for
business entrepreneur
Bela Gandhi to serve as its
newest board member. As
an organization striving to-
ward continuous progress,
TCS Education System
believes Gandhi will add a
new voice and fresh insight
through her entrepreneur-
ial experience.

“The key to developing a
dynamic board is to bring
expertise from diverse
backgrounds and indus-
tries to the table, all aligned
with taking an organization
to the next level,” says
Board Chairman Edward
Bergmark, Ph.D. “Bela
emulates those essential
ideals that will bring new
and fresh perspectives to
TCS.”

A change-maker in the
online dating space and
founder of Smart Dating
Academy, Gandhi is looking
forward to working with

individuals who also value
innovation and finding pro-
gressive solutions.

“I realized what I wanted
to do in the dating world
did not exist. Nobody could
hire me to do it for them
because there was nobody
doing it in this way – so I
created my own path,”
Gandhi says. “It’s a kindred
devotion to risk-taking,
entrepreneurship and pro-
gressive ideals that excited
me to serve on the TCS
board. I hope to bring my
innate creative thoughts
forward as the organiza-
tion enters its next stage
of continued growth.”

TCS Education System Announces Business
Entrepreneur Bela Gandhi as Newest Board
Member

Illinois, is another home
chain getting its “clock
cleaned by Amazon and
Wayfair,” Johnson said.

There aren’t many items
customers can find at Bed
Bath & Beyond that they
can’t get at other chains, he
said.

Mara Glad, who was re-
cently checking out a store
closing sale at Pier 1 in
Chicago’s Goose Island
neighborhood, said she
likes the retailer but rarely
makes a special trip, instead
turning to Amazon and
Wayfair.

As the parent of a 4-year-
old and 2-year-old, “it’s just
easier,” said Glad, 38, of
Roscoe Village.

She’s not alone, said Can-
dace Corlett, president of
WSL Strategic Retail. When
it comes to nonessential
shopping trips, like buying
clothes for a new season,
picking out holiday gifts or
meeting friends to shop,
between 32% and 38% of
shoppers her firm surveyed
last fall said they aren’t
going to stores as often — or
no longer go to stores for
those reasons at all. 

Instead, they’re choosing
to spend money on things
that make life easier,
whether that means out-
sourcing errands to services
like Instacart or enjoying
experiences like dining out
or a facial and massage,
Corlett said.

“The goal is to create
calm,” she said.

Many of the retailers
closing shop in recent years
have been department
stores and specialty apparel
retailers found at the mall.

Express said in January it
would close 31 stores this
year, including two in the
Chicago area, and 35 more
next year. Macy’s has in-
vested in upgrading its
stronger stores but said this
year it would close 28,
including one in West
Dundee, and J.C. Penney is
closing six. 

That’s on top of previ-
ously announced closures at
chains like Sears, which
said last year it plans to
close 96 Sears and Kmart
stores in February, and Gap,
which has said it would
close 230 stores over the
next two years.

All those announcements
add up to more than 1,000
stores slated to close, ac-
cording to real estate re-
search firm CoStar.

“You have a perfect storm
where the (retail) landscape
changed at the same time a
lot of apparel retailers
found themselves oversup-
plied and in too-big spaces,”
said Brandon Svec, a CoStar
consultant. 

Closing or downsizing
stores can help retailers get
to a more sustainable size.
But some still struggle to
give shoppers reasons to
come back, whether that’s

value, convenience or prod-
ucts and experiences they
can’t find elsewhere, ana-
lysts said.

Department stores used
to be destinations because
they offered a wide range of
goods in one place, but
they’ve been losing custom-
ers as discount and off-price
retailers and specialty
stores have expanded, said
David Swartz, an analyst in
the consumer sector at
Morningstar.

T.J. Maxx, Marshalls and
Ross, for instance, added 24,
34 and 90 stores in the U.S.,
respectively, during the 12
months ending Nov. 2. Ac-
tivewear brand Lululemon
added 19 U.S. stores during
the same period.

“The retailers doing bet-
ter are the ones giving
people a reason to go into
stores,” he said.

There’s also the chal-
lenge of keeping up with
shoppers’ ever-shifting
tastes and values.

Express, for instance,
used to be a destination for
“going out, party” apparel,
but shoppers are now gravi-
tating to more casual looks,
Johnson said.

Once wardrobe must-
haves, Gap and J. Crew also
have struggled to keep con-
sumers paying attention,
though J. Crew’s Madewell
brand has fared better. Even
Forever 21, a onetime dar-
ling of the “fast fashion”
trend, is gasping for air. The
company filed for bank-
ruptcy in October and said it
would shutter 200 stores,
including its now-closed
Michigan Avenue and State
Street locations.

“When the consumers
think (certain stores and
brands) are hot, it’s hard to
maintain that,” said David
Weiss, a partner at Chicago-
based consulting firm Mc-
MillanDoolittle.

Cultural changes matter,

too, experts say. Lingerie
brand Victoria’s Secret
closed 53 stores last year
and canceled its annual
televised fashion show,
which has generated

controversy in recent years
for the way it portrayed
women. 

The show was an impor-
tant part of building the
brand, but “we’re figuring

out how to advance the
positioning of the brand and
best communicate that to
customers,” Stuart Burgdo-
erfer, chief financial officer
of Victoria’s Secret parent

company L Brands, said
during a call with analysts
in November. 

Meanwhile, competitor
Aerie for American Eagle —
with ads that include wom-
en of various shapes, sizes,
colors and abilities — is
growing as it capitalizes on
the #metoo zeitgeist. Sales
at Aerie stores open at least
a year were up 20% in the
most recent quarter, the
brand’s 20th consecutive
quarter of growth, accord-
ing to parent company
American Eagle Outfitters.

“Body positivity is pop-
ping out everywhere and
Aerie is the frontrunner,”
Weiss said.

Papyrus, too, missed the
mark by failing to keep in
touch with consumers, said
WSL/Strategic Retail’s Cor-
lett. As card prices went up,
consumers lost interest, she
said.

“Retail stores have to
really stay in touch with
people — they have to ac-
knowledge the shifting so-
cial values,” she said. “The
customer mindset is ‘If it
doesn’t apply to me,’ you’re
already disappointing
them.”

lzumbach@chicagotribune
.com
crshropshire@chicago
tribune.com
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Shoppers head to their cars Wednesday at a Bed Bath & Beyond slated for closure at Randhurst Mall in Mount Prospect.

STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

WASHINGTON — The
Trump administration is
proposing changes to a dec-
ades-old law designed to
keep banks from discrimi-
nating against the poor and
disadvantaged, but critics
argue the changes could
make it easier for banks to
potentially ignore the
under-served, particularly
communities of color.

The Community Re-
investment Act has, over the
past four decades, spurred
hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in lending to low- and
middle-income communi-
ties. But it’s out of date and
in need of an overhaul. 

Some community advo-
cates say the changes the
administration is proposing
will allow banks to meet the
law’s criteria without mak-
ing the types of loans most
beneficial to the communi-
ties they serve. Worse, crit-
ics argue that discrimi-
nation against poor and
communities of color by the
banking industry could in-
crease under the proposal.

The Community Re-
investment Act was passed
in 1977, when bank
branches were one of the
few ways to measure a
bank’s presence in a com-
munity. It was last revised in
the mid-1990s, when online
banking barely existed. 

There are now banks that
have zero physical

branches, making it more
difficult to measure what
constitutes a community
under the law. It’s become
somewhat of an inside joke
in the industry of how many
banks have chosen Salt Lake
City — a place with a lot of
banking operations but is
not representative of the
country — as their CRA
assessment areas.

In addition, the law re-
wards banks that make
mortgages and small busi-
ness loans in their commu-
nities but is murky about
what other types of loans or

activities can count as
“community reinvestment.”
Bankers, regulators and ac-
tivists alike have all called
for an overhaul. 

The Trump proposal
aims to broaden the defini-
tion of what constitutes a
bank’s community — taking
into account that online
banking now exists — while
broadening the types of
loans and services that
would qualify under CRA.
Under the new proposal,
banks could get credit for
other types of lending to
low-income customers like

credit cards and personal
loans — a move that would
greatly benefit the largest of
the country’s banks because
they already dominate
those lines of business.

The regulations would
also give banks credit,
under certain circum-
stances, for loans they make
to build or improve facilities
such as sports stadiums and
hospitals. 

It’s the broadening of
what would qualify under
CRA that has community
groups upset. 

“We all agree there

needed to be a list. The
problem is what the (Office
of the Comptroller of the
Currency) has put on that
list,” said Jesse Van Tol,
CEO of the National Com-
munity Reinvestment Co-
alition, an umbrella group
for dozens of community
groups trying to get banks to
do more work in low-in-
come neighborhoods.

The overhaul of the CRA
is led by Joseph Otting, the
Comptroller of the Cur-
rency and one of the pri-
mary regulators of the na-
tional banking industry. Ot-
ting had experience dealing
with CRA due to his long
career in banking before
taking the comptroller job. 

“I know, and care about,
these communities. My in-
tent is to strengthen CRA,
not weaken it,” Otting said
Wednesday. 

But Otting’s proposed
overhaul has caused one of
the three national bank
regulators — the Federal
Reserve — to be unwilling to
sign on to his proposal. It’s
caused a rare public divide
between regulators. Federal
Reserve Governor Lael
Brainard, the lone Obama-
era appointee left on the
board, gave a speech earlier
this year laying a different
proposal for overhauling
CRA that moved away from
the OCC’s approach.

Other Fed officials have
also made similar com-
ments. 

“We worked very hard to
try to get aligned with the

OCC on a proposal, and my
hope is that we can still do
that,” said Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell in
a news conference in De-
cember as the OCC was
finalizing its proposal. “But
you know, I don’t know
whether that’ll be possible
or not.”

There has also been criti-
cism of the how quickly the
OCC is moving forward
with its overhaul. It has set
only a 60-day comment
period instead of the usual
90- or 120-day period.
Banking and community
groups have said privately
that the timeline is too short
for such a substantial over-
haul. Otting has publicly
said he does not plan to
waver from the 60-day pe-
riod.

Otting took heat from
congressional Democrats
on Wednesday during a
scheduled appearance be-
fore the House Financial
Services Committee. A sig-
nificant number of the sen-
ior Democrats on the com-
mittee are black, including
Chairwoman Maxine Wa-
ters, and consider CRA to be
a critical tool to help black
and minority communities. 

“CRA was, and still is, a
civil rights bill,” said Rep.
Gregory Meeks, D-New
York. “Your proposal would
undermine that.“

The OCC regulates the
banking industry along with
the Federal Reserve and the
Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation. 

Advocates: Key bank law softened in Trump plan
By Ken Sweet and
Christopher Rugaber
Associated Press

CRA has spurred hundreds of billions in lending to low- and middle-income communities. 

DAVID GOLDMAN/AP 
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INVESTING

Most active

Largest mutual funds

Largest Companies How the region’s
Top 100 companies fared

STOCK CLOSE CHANGE

CHG 1-YR

FUND NAV IN $ %RTN

CHG 1-YR

FUND NAV IN $ %RTN

STOCK CLOSE CHANGE

RANK/COMPANY CAP CLOSE WEEK 1-YR

STOCK CLOSE CHANGE

STOCK CLOSE CHANGE

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

Based on Total assets

Based on market capitalization

NASDAQ STOCK MARKET

EXCHANGE TRADED FUNDS

Gen Electric 12.45 +.74
Chesapk Engy .51 -.05
Ford Motor 8.82 -.03
Bank of America 32.83 -.71
AT&T Inc 37.62 -.88
Pfizer Inc 37.24 -2.20
Freeport McMoRan 11.10 -.74
Yamana Gold Inc 4.07 +.01
Sthwstn Energy 1.57 -.14
Exxon Mobil Corp 62.12 -4.20
Uber Technologies 36.29 -.51
Snap Inc A 18.38 -.67
Intelsat SA 3.41 -2.59

American Century UltraInv 53.62 -.89 +25.2
American Funds AMCpA m 33.39 -.99 +16.3
American Funds AmrcnBalA m 28.45 -.45 +13.6
American Funds AmrcnMutA m 43.03 -.88 +14.8
American Funds BdfAmrcA m 13.32 +.10 +8.8
American Funds CptWldGrIncA m51.35-1.55 +14.8
American Funds CptlIncBldrA m62.75 -1.02 +11.8
American Funds EuroPacGrA m 53.96 -2.00 +13.8
American Funds FdmtlInvsA m 61.30 -1.73 +16.9
American Funds GrfAmrcA m 51.59 -1.13 +18.2
American Funds IncAmrcA m 23.06 -.37 +13.3
American Funds InvCAmrcA m 39.07 -1.05 +15.9
American Funds NewWldA m 68.96 -2.34 +15.3
American Funds NwPrspctvA m47.33 -1.05 +20.3
American Funds SmCpWldA m 58.28 -1.48 +18.8
American Funds TheNewEcoA m45.86 -1.21 +15.9
American Funds TxExBdA m 13.53 +.05 +8.2
American FundsWAMtInvsA m 47.53 -1.23 +17.0
Baird AggrgateBdInstl 11.41 +.05 +10.4
Baird CorPlusBdInstl 11.76 +.04 +10.7
BlackRock StrIncOpIns 10.02 -.01 +7.3
DFA EMktCorEqI 20.45 -1.31 +.8
DFA EmMktsValInstl 26.38 -1.82 -6.0
DFA FvYrGlbFIIns 10.78 +.01 +3.8
DFA IntlCorEqIns 13.31 -.40 +8.6
DFA IntlSmCoInstl 18.17 -.50 +10.7
DFA IntlSmCpValIns 18.33 -.49 +6.6
DFA USCorEq1Instl 25.55 -.66 +17.7
DFA USCorEqIIInstl 23.24 -.63 +16.3
DFA USLgCpValInstl 37.09 -1.30 +10.7
DFA USSmCpInstl 33.55 -1.17 +5.4
DFA USSmCpValInstl 32.07 -1.36 -1.8
Dodge & Cox Bal 99.91 -1.98 +11.0
Dodge & Cox Inc 14.25 +.06 +9.8
Dodge & Cox IntlStk 41.45 -1.56 +7.6
Dodge & Cox Stk 187.45 -6.15 +11.3
DoubleLine CorFII x 11.24 +.03 +8.6
DoubleLine TtlRetBdI x 10.79 +.04 +7.1
Edgewood GrInstl 39.13 -.99 +26.4
FPA Crescent d 33.66 -.47 +10.6
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm 111.98 -2.40 +21.7
Fidelity BCGrowth 111.14 -2.30 +25.5
Fidelity Balanced 24.82 -.32 +17.7
Fidelity Cap&Inc 10.18 -.10 +10.9
Fidelity Contrafund 14.00 -.26 +21.3
Fidelity ContrafundK 14.02 -.26 +21.3
Fidelity EmergMketsOpps 19.66 -1.10 +12.0
Fidelity ExMktIdxInPr 64.72 -1.40 +14.1
Fidelity Frdm 2020 16.12 -.23 +11.8
Fidelity Frdm 2025 14.21 -.24 +12.5
Fidelity Frdm 2030 17.64 -.35 +13.4
Fidelity GlobalexUSIdx 12.75 -.46 +9.2
Fidelity GroCo 21.95 -.51 +28.6
Fidelity GroCoK 21.99 -.51 +28.7
Fidelity IntlGr 17.37 -.59 +25.9
Fidelity IntlIdxInstlPrm 41.87 -1.21 +11.7
Fidelity IntlVal 9.55 -.31 +8.9
Fidelity InvmGradeBd 11.78 +.08 +10.5
Fidelity LowPrStk 47.86 -1.97 +10.9
FidelityMagellan 10.49 -.19 +24.2
Fidelity OTCPortfolio 13.11 -.24 +30.0
Fidelity Puritan 22.97 -.27 +15.9
Fidelity TotalBond 11.09 +.06 +10.0
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm 90.47 -1.94 +20.4
Fidelity USBdIdxInsPrm 12.13 +.08 +9.6
Fidelity Advisor NewInsI 33.25 -.64 +19.0
First Eagle GlbA m 56.35 -1.37 +9.0
Franklin Templeton CATxFrIncA1 x7.81+.04 +11.3
Franklin Templeton GlbBdAdv 10.56 -.03 -2.0
Franklin Templeton IncA1 m 2.32 -.02 +8.2
Franklin Templeton IncAdv 2.30 -.02 +8.3
Franklin Templeton IncC m 2.35 -.03 +7.5
Franklin Templeton RisingDivsA m69.27-1.54 +20.9
Harbor CptlApprecInstl 79.06 -.92 +26.3
Harding Loevner IntlEqInstl d 23.19 -.95 +16.0
INVESCO DevMktsY 43.84 -1.57 +10.1
JPMorgan CoreBondR6 12.09 +.07 +10.1
Lord Abbett ShrtDurIncA m 4.23 +.01 +5.1
Lord Abbett ShrtDurIncF b 4.23 +.01 +5.5
MFS ValI 43.98 -1.05 +18.6
Metropolitan West TtlRetBdI 11.13 +.07 +10.2
Metropolitan West TtlRetBdPlan10.47 +.07 +10.3
Nuveen HYMuniBdI 18.41 +.09 +14.1
Oakmark IntlInv 23.49 -.65 +7.6
Old Westbury LgCpStrats 14.99 -.35 +16.1
PGIM Investments TtlRetBdZ 14.72 +.12 +12.0
PIMCO AlAstInstl 11.70 -.21 +6.9
PIMCO IncA m 12.08 -.01 +7.0
PIMCO IncI2 12.08 -.01 +7.4
PIMCO IncInstl 12.08 -.01 +7.5
PIMCO TtlRetIns 10.57 +.10 +9.6
PRIMECAP Odyssey Gr 39.85 -1.58 +9.7
Schwab SP500Idx 49.37 -1.06 +21.7
T. Rowe Price BCGr 127.40 -2.22 +23.3
T. Rowe Price CptlAprc 31.85 -.19 +21.0
T. Rowe Price EqIdx500 85.78 -1.84 +21.4
T. Rowe Price EqInc 31.13 -.73 +17.1

T. Rowe Price GrStk 75.26 -1.32 +24.6

T. Rowe Price HlthSci 79.24 -1.96 +16.0

T. Rowe Price InsLgCpGr 45.05 -.77 +18.8

T. Rowe PriceMdCpGr 94.96 -2.33 +21.7

T. Rowe Price NewHorizons 62.18 -.12 +33.3

T. Rowe Price NewInc 9.86 +.05 +9.8

T. Rowe Price Rtr2020 22.07 -.28 +14.7

T. Rowe Price Rtr2025 17.74 -.27 +15.6

T. Rowe Price Rtr2030 25.81 -.45 +16.4

T. Rowe Price Rtr2040 26.90 -.57 +17.6

T. Rowe Price Val 37.36 -.93 +19.2

Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl 298.02 -6.38 +21.7

Vanguard BalIdxAdmrl 39.56 -.38 +16.3

Vanguard CAITTxExAdm 12.26 +.04 +7.6

Vanguard CptlOppAdmrl 154.75 -5.58 +14.3

Vanguard DevMIdxAdmrl 13.75 -.43 +10.5

Vanguard DevMIdxIns 13.77 -.43 +10.6

Vanguard DivGrInv 30.63 -.66 +23.3

Vanguard EMStkIdxInAdm 35.09 -1.81 +5.3

Vanguard EqIncAdmrl 78.03 -1.92 +15.8

Vanguard ExplorerAdmrl 95.61 -2.83 +16.0

Vanguard ExtMktIdxAdmrl 95.07 -2.05 +14.1

Vanguard ExtMktIdxIns 95.07 -2.05 +14.1

Vanguard GNMAAdmrl 10.58 +.01 +5.6

Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl 96.74 -1.53 +29.4

Vanguard GrIdxIns 96.75 -1.53 +29.4

Vanguard HCAdmrl 86.26 -2.48 +13.2

Vanguard HYCorpAdmrl 5.94 -.02 +10.5

Vanguard HYTEAdmrl 11.94 +.06 +10.7

Vanguard InTrBdIdxAdmrl 12.09 +.12 +11.3

Vanguard InTrInGdAdm 10.23 +.07 +10.9

Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl 14.67 +.05 +7.7

Vanguard InflPrtScAdmrl 26.42 +.25 +8.9

Vanguard InsIdxIns 290.11 -6.21 +21.7

Vanguard InsIdxInsPlus 290.13 -6.21 +21.7

Vanguard InsTrgRt2020Ins 24.16 -.24 +12.6

Vanguard InsTtlSMIInPls 68.61 -1.46 +20.4

Vanguard IntlGrAdmrl 101.25 -2.61 +19.4

Vanguard LTInGrdAdm 11.48 +.16 +23.4

Vanguard LTTEAdmrl 12.11 +.05 +9.9

Vanguard LfStrGrInv 35.89 -.72 +14.6

Vanguard LfStrModGrInv 28.87 -.37 +13.4

Vanguard LtdTrmTEAdmrl 11.15 +.01 +4.2

VanguardMdCpIdxAdmrl 220.12 -5.53 +18.2

VanguardMdCpIdxIns 48.63 -1.22 +18.2

VanguardMdCpIdxInsPlus 239.82 -6.02 +18.2

Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl 141.40 -4.31 +16.0

Vanguard RlEstIdxAdmrl 133.12 -2.18 +16.7

Vanguard SCpGrIdxAdm 69.62 -1.67 +17.5

Vanguard SCpValIdxAdm 56.89 -1.62 +6.6

Vanguard STBdIdxAdmrl 10.65 +.04 +5.3

Vanguard STInvmGrdAdmrl 10.80 +.03 +5.9

Vanguard STTEAdmrl 15.89 +.01 +2.5

Vanguard SmCpIdxAdmrl 77.76 -2.05 +11.6

Vanguard SmCpIdxIns 77.76 -2.05 +11.6

Vanguard StarInv 27.39 -.38 +15.6

Vanguard TrgtRtr2015Inv 15.28 -.08 +11.4

Vanguard TrgtRtr2020Inv 32.60 -.32 +12.6

Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Inv 19.84 -.26 +13.5

Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Inv 36.36 -.57 +14.0

Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Inv 22.41 -.41 +14.4

Vanguard TrgtRtr2040Inv 38.83 -.81 +14.8

Vanguard TrgtRtr2045Inv 24.45 -.58 +15.1

Vanguard TrgtRtr2050Inv 39.36 -.93 +15.1

Vanguard TrgtRtrIncInv 14.16 -.04 +10.7

Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl 11.26 +.08 +9.9

Vanguard TtBMIdxIns 11.26 +.08 +9.9

Vanguard TtBMIdxInsPlus 11.26 +.08 +9.9

Vanguard TtInBIdxAdmrl x 23.05 +.16 +8.8

Vanguard TtInBIdxIns x 34.59 +.24 +8.9

Vanguard TtInBIdxInv x 11.53 +.08 +8.8

Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl 28.88 -1.05 +9.1

Vanguard TtInSIdxIns 115.50 -4.20 +9.2

Vanguard TtInSIdxInsPlus 115.53 -4.19 +9.2

Vanguard TtInSIdxInv 17.27 -.62 +9.1

Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl 79.63 -1.70 +20.4

Vanguard TtlSMIdxIns 79.65 -1.70 +20.4

Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv 79.60 -1.70 +20.2

Vanguard USGrAdmrl 116.34 -1.25 +27.4

Vanguard ValIdxAdmrl 45.59 -1.15 +14.6

Vanguard ValIdxIns 45.59 -1.15 +14.6

VanguardWlngtnAdmrl 75.17 -.86 +17.8

VanguardWlngtnInv 43.53 -.50 +17.7

VanguardWlslyIncAdmrl 67.03 -.18 +14.3

VanguardWlslyIncInv 27.67 -.07 +14.2

VanguardWndsrAdmrl 69.72 -2.41 +15.0

VanguardWndsrIIAdmrl 63.61 -1.69 +17.8

VanguardWndsrIIInv 35.85 -.96 +17.6

Western Asset CorPlusBdI 12.15 +.05 +12.0

AT&T Inc 37.62 -.88
Adobe Inc 351.14 -.23
Alibaba Group Hldg 206.59 -7.16
Alphabet Inc C 1434.23 -32.48
Alphabet Inc A 1432.78 -33.39
Amazon.com Inc 2008.72 +147.08
Apple Inc 309.51 -8.80
Bank of America 32.83 -.71
Berkshire Hath A 335996.00 -4203.04
Berkshire Hath B 224.43 -2.43
Boeing Co 318.27 -4.78
Chevron Corp 107.14 -4.71
China Mobile Ltd 41.04 -3.75
Cisco Syst 45.97 -2.88
Citigroup 74.41 -3.50
CocaCola Co 58.40 +.72
Comcast Corp A 43.19 -1.40
Disney 138.31 -1.77
Exxon Mobil Corp 62.12 -4.20
Facebook Inc 201.91 -16.03
FEMSA 90.17 -3.45
HSBC Holdings prA 26.97 +.06
Home Depot 228.10 -3.90
Intel Corp 63.93 -4.54
JPMorgan Chase 132.36 -.79
Johnson & Johnson 148.87 +.55
MasterCard Inc 315.94 -7.73
McDonalds Corp 213.97 +2.73
Merck & Co 85.44 -.54
Microsoft Corp 170.23 +5.19
Novartis AG 94.51 +.64
Oracle Corp 52.45 -1.62
PepsiCo 142.02 -.90
Pfizer Inc 37.24 -2.20
Procter & Gamble 124.62 -.52
Royal Dutch Shell B 53.28 -5.18
Royal Dutch Shell A 52.15 -5.02
SAP Se 130.77 -8.29
Salesforce.com Inc 182.31 +.20
Taiwan Semicon 53.94 -3.79
Toyota Mot 138.84 -3.92
Unilever PLC 59.77 +.55
Unitedhealth Group 272.45 -20.36
Verizon Comm 59.44 -.84
Visa Inc 198.97 -6.03
WalMart Strs 114.49 +.12
Wells Fargo & Co 46.94 -.63

Adv Micro Dev 47.00 -3.35
Apple Inc 309.51 -8.80
Microsoft Corp 170.23 +5.19
Luckin Coffee Inc 32.49 -8.34
Vaxart Inc 1.25 +.76
Facebook Inc 201.91 -16.03
Intel Corp 63.93 -4.54
Micron Tech 53.09 -4.67
Zynga Inc 6.02 -.08
Comcast Corp A 43.19 -1.40
Inovio Pharmaceut 4.53 +.29
FuelCell Energy 1.59 -.23
Sirius XM Hldgs Inc 7.07 -.04

iPath Sh Term Fut 16.20 +1.96
iShares Brazil 43.76 -2.73
iShs China Large Cap 39.74 -2.61
iShs Emerg Mkts 42.11 -2.49
iShares EAFE ETF 67.48 -2.01
iShs iBoxx HY CpBd 87.53 -.16
Invesco QQQ Trust 219.07 -3.63
ProShs UltPro ShtQQQ 20.36 +.90
SPDR S&P500 ETF Tr 321.73 -7.04
SPDR S&P O&G ExpPdtn 19.16 -1.28
SPDR Financial 29.96 -.43
US Oil Fund LP 10.84 -.59
VanE Vect Gld Miners 28.99 -.23

Ranks based on market capitalization of public
companies headquartered in Illinois and north-
west Indiana as of Friday, January 31, 2020

Market capitalization
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Boeing Co 179,119 318.27 t -4.78 -14.5

McDonalds Corp 161,139 213.97 s +2.73 +21.5

Abbott Labs 154,103 87.14 t -3.26 +26.2

AbbVie Inc 119,814 81.02 t -2.52 +9.0

Mondelez Intl 82,617 57.38 s +2.29 +36.7

CME Group 77,803 217.11 s +7.87 +24.3

Caterpillar Inc 72,591 131.35 t -9.03 +7.1

ITW 56,239 174.98 t -1.32 +34.2

Deere Co 49,922 158.58 t -11.54 +.8

Exelon Corp 46,262 47.59 t -.14 +6.1

Baxter Intl 45,551 89.22 t -1.56 +27.6

Walgreen Boots Alli 45,046 50.85 t -1.19 -25.0

Allstate Corp 38,401 118.54 s +.26 +39.6

Kraft Heinz Co 35,657 29.20 t -1.21 -32.5

Equity Residential 30,852 83.08 s +.32 +19.8

Motorola Solutions 30,326 177.00 t -2.66 +56.2

Arch Dan Mid 24,917 44.76 s +.46 +5.6

Discover Fin Svcs 23,550 75.13 t -1.16 +15.3

Ventas Inc 21,566 57.86 t -.97 -4.3

Nthn Trust Cp 20,724 97.81 t -3.81 +15.9

Gallagher AJ 19,131 102.57 s +5.71 +39.8

United Airlines Hldg 18,927 74.80 t -7.10 -11.1

CDW Corp 18,743 130.45 t -7.47 +62.8

TransUnion 17,267 91.70 t -1.18 +57.6

Dover Corp 16,538 113.85 t -3.26 +36.1

Grainger WW 16,303 302.67 t -26.33 +7.5

ConAgra Brands Inc 16,025 32.92 s +.85 +59.1

Ulta Salon Cosmetics 15,314 267.91 t -5.07 -4.9

CBOE Global Markets 13,649 123.22 s +3.41 +33.2

Zebra Tech 12,888 239.02 t -13.68 +43.7

IDEX Corp 12,462 163.85 t -8.29 +22.5

CNA Financial 12,117 44.63 t -.12 +8.1

NiSource Inc 10,948 29.31 s +.23 +11.8

LKQ Corporation 10,016 32.69 t -.93 +26.5

Fortune Brds Hm&Sec 9,561 68.71 t -.80 +65.1

Packaging Corp Am 9,063 95.75 t -9.90 +10.6

US Foods Holding 8,814 40.17 t -1.17 +18.2

CF Industries 8,758 40.28 t -.65 -2.7

Jones Lang LaSalle 8,751 169.82 s +.36 +21.7

Paylocity Hldg 7,592 141.89 s +3.22 +106.7

Aptargroup Inc 7,384 115.51 t -1.25 +20.4

Hill-Rom Hldgs 7,130 106.49 t -3.15 +10.0

Old Republic 6,845 22.55 t -.83 +23.3

Morningstar Inc 6,716 156.89 s +.20 +35.0

Equity Lifesty Prop 6,622 72.75 s +.67 +42.8

CDK Global Inc 6,516 53.68 t -.83 +13.5

IAA Inc 6,309 47.26 t -1.27

Middleby Corp 6,296 112.16 t -2.01 -3.8

Ingredion Inc 5,875 88.00 t -4.26 -5.6

Stericycle Inc 5,711 62.68 t -.10 +45.5

First Indl RT 5,420 42.70 t -.66 +36.7

Brunswick Corp 5,126 62.85 s +.41 +25.8

Kemper Corp 4,959 74.42 t -2.52 +4.3

GrubHub Inc 4,951 54.15 t -4.42 -30.1

Littelfuse Inc 4,309 176.91 t -12.90 +8.3

Cabot Microelect 4,251 145.51 t -10.66 +50.9

RLI Corp 4,170 93.01 t -2.70 +45.9

Envestnet Inc 4,138 78.87 s +6.46 +49.2

Equity Commonwlth 3,997 32.79 s +.09 +13.2

Navistar Intl 3,634 36.62 s+11.05 -25.2

Wintrust Financial 3,611 63.28 t -.81 -9.4

John Bean Technol 3,578 112.99 s +.01 +46.7

Anixter Intl 3,301 97.60 t -1.09 +64.4

Hyatt Hotels Corp 3,092 84.54 s +.34 +25.4

GATX 2,672 76.13 t -5.50 +4.3

Retail Prop Amer 2,595 12.15 t -.95 +2.3

TreeHouse Foods 2,507 44.60 t -1.59 -22.2

Teleph Data 2,437 22.68 t -2.04 -32.3

Stepan Co 2,220 98.65 t -2.66 +17.9

Fst Midw Bcp 2,192 19.94 t -.94 -5.9

Federal Signal 1,945 32.16 t -2.66 +59.8

Adtalem Global Educ 1,900 34.51 t -.53 -28.0

Knowles Corp 1,806 19.73 t -.95 +32.4

Horace Mann 1,772 43.01 t -.35 +8.6

Hub Group Inc 1,764 52.87 t -1.28 +21.0

US Cellular 1,701 32.02 t -3.45 -40.6

Groupon Inc 1,626 2.88 t -.09 -20.4

AAR Corp 1,486 42.58 t -1.65 +19.4

Huron Consulting Gp 1,484 64.81 t -2.76 +39.3

Addus HomeCare 1,467 94.34 t -2.02 +60.6

Coeur Mining 1,450 6.03 r ... +18.9

First Busey Corp 1,403 25.50 t -1.23 +6.2

Allscripts Hlthcare 1,393 8.58 t -.40 -23.5

Tootsie Roll 1,330 34.11 t -.37 +.7

Methode Electronics 1,214 32.75 t -4.56 +38.2

SP Plus Corp 959 41.81 s +1.01 +26.7

Enova Intl Inc 846 25.06 s +1.35 +13.6

Acco Brands Corp 837 8.64 t -.45 +4.7

ANI Pharma 748 62.00 s +.50 +12.9

Sanfilipo John 741 84.30 t -2.12 +42.7

Great Lakes Dredge 669 10.47 t -.64 +52.7

OneSpan Inc 668 16.62 t -2.15 +16.8

Heritage-Crystal Cln 657 28.35 t -.50 +13.8

QCR Holdings Inc 649 41.10 t -2.47 +24.2

Fst Mid Bancshares 545 32.75 t -1.26 +5.9

Heidrick & Struggles 544 28.42 t -2.03 -6.9

Tenneco Inc 541 9.47 t -.33 -71.9

Echo Global Logis 528 19.38 t -2.07 -15.4

SunCoke Energy Inc 510 5.88 s +.14 -50.3

MYR Group 478 28.72 t -3.24 -.4

b - Fee covering market costs is paid from fund assets. d - Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee.
m - Multiple fees are charged, usually a marketing fee and either a sales or redemption fee. s - fund
split shares during the week. x - fund paid a distribution during the week. Source: Morningstar.
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Close: 28,256.03
1-week change: -733.70 (-2.5%)

Dow Jones industrials

Close: 3,225.52
1-week change: -69.95 (-2.1%)

S&P 500

29373.62 24323.94 Dow Jones industrials 28944.24 28169.53 28256.03 -733.70 -2.5 -1.0 |99531 +12.7
11359.49 9676.06 Dow Jones trans. 11038.15 10533.29 10566.74 -493.10 -4.5 -3.1 |8654 +4.4
944.59 701.52 Dow Jones utilities 944.59 927.46 938.57 +6.63 +0.7 +6.8 |9999875321 +29.5

14183.26 11984.86 NYSE Comp. 13922.44 13573.04 13614.10 -364.37 -2.6 -2.2 |98653 +10.4
5914.74 5127.21 NYSE International 5767.82 5615.63 5632.89 -179.65 -3.1 -3.4 |95431 +6.8
9272.37 6613.42 Nasdaq 100 9170.22 8910.97 8991.51 -149.96 -1.6 +3.0 |99999431 +30.8
9451.43 7011.47 Nasdaq Comp. 9329.12 9088.04 9150.94 -163.98 -1.8 +2.0 |999973 +26.0
3337.77 2624.06 S&P 500 3293.47 3214.68 3225.52 -69.95 -2.1 -0.2 |999632 +19.2
2106.30 1801.88 S&P MidCap 2064.95 2002.33 2007.22 -57.93 -2.8 -2.7 |976542 +9.0
34000.41 27190.36 Wilshire 5000 33519.29 32742.02 32838.19 -701.36 -2.1 -0.2 |998752 +17.2
1715.08 1450.32 Russell 2000 1663.77 1610.64 1614.06 -48.17 -2.9 -3.3 |965421 +7.5
425.36 354.03 Dow Jones Stoxx 600 420.56 410.43 410.71 -12.93 -3.1 -1.2 |99753 +14.2
7727.49 6734.00 FTSE 100 7585.98 7275.03 7286.01 -299.97 -4.0 -3.4 |854321 +3.8
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Stocks Recap

They won’t be ready by
Super Bowl Sunday, but it’s a
good bet the first Illinois
sports books will be open by
March Madness.

Rivers Casino in Des
Plaines, the Grand Victoria
in Elgin and the Argosy in
Alton, near St. Louis, filed
the state’s first applications
for sports wagering licenses
after the Illinois Gaming
Board issued rules govern-
ing operations Jan. 23.Those
rules, which cover every-
thing from how to place bets
to what equipment to use,
were unanimously approved
by the board at its meeting
Thursday.

The gaming board is re-
viewing the applications and
plans to issue temporary
operating permits to allow
the sports books to launch
“as soon as they are ready to
do so,” board administrator
Marcus Fruchter said
Thursday.

The Illinois Sports Wa-
gering Act, passed last year
as part of a broader gam-
bling expansion bill, allows
the state’s 10 casinos, three
horse tracks and seven of the
largest sports venues to ac-
quire a sports gaming li-
cense, with three additional
online-only licenses to be
issued 18 months after the
first on-site license is issued.
Sports betting locations will
be able to offer online bet-
ting as well, but that will
likely come after the bricks-
and-mortar facilities open.

The gaming board for-
mally opened the applica-
tion process in December,
but applicants waited for the
operating rules before filing.
Gaming officials did not
offer a specific timeline for
approval or the launch of
operations, but several
sources said the first sports
books could be open by the
time the NCAA men’s
basketball tournament tips
off in March.

Rep. Mike Zalewski, a
Riverside Democrat who
helped craft the legislation,
said the casinos that have
filed their applications “have
the best chance” of being
ready for the Final Four.

“There’s a healthy dose of
optimism that they’ll be able
to make a bet by March
Madness,” Zalewski said
Thursday. “That’s a reason-
able goal given where we are
on the timeline.”

Rivers Casino got a head
start on the process when it

opened BetRivers SportsBar
in December, with 32
leather lounge chairs, a 47-
foot-wide video wall topped
by a sports ticker and five
betting windows.

“Rivers is working
towards opening its Bet-
Rivers Sportsbook as quickly
as possible,” said Corey
Wise, the casino’s general
manager.

Sports wagering is one
facet of the state’s sweeping
gambling expansion law,
which ushers in the biggest
change in the gambling
landscape since Illinois ap-
proved riverboat casinos in
1990. Signed by Gov. J.B.
Pritzker in June, the legisla-
tion provides for six new
casinos, 20 sports books and
thousands of new gaming
positions like slot machines
or seats at a blackjack table.

The gaming board is re-
viewing 10 applications for
five of the six new casino
licenses, with plans for a
sixth casino in Chicago
stalled as lawmakers recon-
sider a proposed 33.3% city
gambling tax that may be
prohibitive for developers.

In the south suburbs, four
applicants are competing to
build a casino in either
Calumet City, Homewood/
East Hazel Crest, Lynwood
or Matteson. On Thursday,
the gaming board approved
a change of venue for the
Matteson proposal, which is
shifting to the site of a
former Carson’s department
store at the Market Square
Crossing redevelopment
project near U.S. 30 and
Cicero Avenue.

South Suburban Devel-
opment, which is partnering
with the Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma on the proposed
Matteson casino, decided to
relocate from a vacant site at
the corner of Harlem Ave-
nue and U.S. 30 after resi-
dents in neighboring Frank-
fort complained it was too
close to a school.

Fruchter said Thursday
the gambling expansion is
proceeding apace, with staff
continuing to analyze the 10
casino applications. 

The gaming board has 12
months from the Oct. 28
application deadline to proc-
ess and award the five new
licenses, which also include
proposed casinos in
Waukegan, Rockford,
Danville and Williamson
County in southern Illinois.

rchannick@chicagotribune
.com

Legal Illinois sports
betting should tip off
by March Madness
By Robert Channick

Artwork that once adorn-
ed the Chicago offices of
Johnson Publishing, the
bankrupt former publisher
of Ebony and Jet magazines,
fetched nearly $3 million at
auction — more than its
Fashion Fair cosmetics busi-
ness sold for in December.

The auction Thursday at
Swann Galleries in New
York featured a collection of
paintings, sculptures and
other works from 75 African
American artists, most of
which was assembled after
the 1971 opening of Johnson
Publishing’s former head-
quarters at 820 S. Michigan
Ave.

The collection brought in
more than twice the pre-
auction estimate of $1.2 mil-
lion. The top piece was a
painting by influential artist
Henry Ossawa Tanner,
which sold for $365,000.

“The sale of the Johnson
Publishing Company’s col-
lection was the perfect
storm of an auction — a
prestigious name sale an-
chored with significant
works,” Nigel Freeman, di-
rector of African-American
Fine Art at Swann Galleries,
said in a statement.

The art auction proceeds
will be used to pay back
former CEO Desiree Rogers
for $2.7 million in loans she
made to Johnson Publishing
and other secured claims
against the company.

First published in 1945,
Ebony was the centerpiece
of a thriving family business,
documenting the African
American experience for
more than 70 years. Its
success gave rise to Jet, as
well as Fashion Fair Cosmet-

ics, which launched in 1973.
Struggling in the digital

age, the company sold its
magazines for an undis-
closed price in 2016 to Clear
View Group, an Austin,
Texas-based private equity
firm, which put Ebony on
print hiatus last year.

Johnson Publishing,
which retained its cosmetics
business and its historic Eb-
ony photo archives, filed for
Chapter 7 bankruptcy pro-
tection in April.

In a July auction, the
photo archives sold to a
consortium of foundations
for $30 million. The pro-
ceeds were used to pay back
$13.6 million owed to se-
cured creditors George Lu-
cas and Mellody Hobson,
who issued a $12 million
loan to Johnson Publishing
in 2015.

Rogers, the former social
secretary for President
Barack Obama who was
CEO of Johnson Publishing
from 2010 to 2017, is part of
an investment group that
bought Fashion Fair for
$1.85 million at a December
auction.

Among the Chicago art-
ists featured in the collection
was Carrie Mae Weems. A
seven-piece photo panel by
Weems sold for $305,000 —
a record for the artist, ac-
cording to Swann. The
work, which focuses on the
northern migration of Afri-
can Americans, was com-
missioned by the City of
Chicago, with three editions
in circulation. One remains
in Chicago and is on display
in the Bee Branch of the
Chicago Public Library.

rchannick@chicagotribune
.com

Johnson Publishing
artwork fetches $3M 
By Robert Channick
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Stop wasting time searching for talent. Find the right

talent with tribune publishing recruitment services.

We work hard to make your talent search easy. With

our expansive network of distinguished print and online

publications and their respective reach and readership,

you’ll have access to top talent from coast-to-coast.

Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and ad targeting

technology, access print and digital advertising

opportunities, career fairs and more.

Extend your reach. Access customized

technology. Simplify your search.

chicagotribune.com/jobs

YOUR
PERFECT
HIRE
ISWAITING

Business Accounting and Tax Prepartation 
Corporation, individual, payroll, sales tax. 
Incorporation svcs. CPA Firm 630-561-0586

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

JESUS AND ST. JUDE Thank you for 
answered prayers - R.M.

Buying Slot Cars 847-340-2556

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Standard Poodle 574-549-7650

Claypool, IN 1200 F

All Females, Chocolate & Parti, Socialized.
11wks. Alys Happy Dogs LLC

Maltese 847-239-4273

West Allis, WI $1500 f

2 females. 3 months old. ACA registration.
Call Wilna 847-239-4273.
smmnsjy@yahoo.com 

German Wire Haired Pointer 414-698-8506

Milwaukee $950 M & F

Pups. 8wks old Perfect family pets or great
hunters. Easy to train, well socialized. Exp’d 
family breeder. blk/wh or choc/wh. About
60 lbs full grown, shots, vet chkd. 

Blue Weimeiners 815-922-2477/815-698-2057

Clifton, IL $500-800 F/M

Companion dogs, 1 male $500, 2 females 
$600 & $800. AKC. Farm raised. Ready now!

Aussie Doodle 574-780-2729

Tippiecanoe, IN $1000 M & F

Intelligent, Family Friendly Non-Shedding. 
$1000-$1500. deepcreekaussiedoodles.
com

DOGS

Bears Seat Licenses - Buy & Sell at
PSLsource.com or 800-252-8055

Authentic Native American Crafted
Kachina Figurines Navajo, Hopi, Apache. 37
pieces, 4” - 12” high all certified and signed
by artists with 2 Amish mirrored and lighted
display cabinets. See Facebook buy sell and
trade Hickory Hills. Reduced to $3,000 OBO.
708-598-1349

STUFF FOR SALE

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.

*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

WANTED FREON  R12 R500 R11. We pay 
CA$H. Cert. professionals. 312-291-9169 
RefrigerantFinders.com/ad

Wanted Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Marx Play
sets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Gary: 708-522-3400

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,

OLD TOYS,COIN OPERATEDGAMES,COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!

Dennis 630-319-2331

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz & Blues.
Also vintage baseball cards!

847-343-1628

BUYING old whiskey/bourbon/rye! 
Looking for full/sealed vintage bottles 
and decanters. PAYING TOP DOLLAR!!
773-263-5320

STUFF WANTED

Caregivers/Senior Home Care Affordable. 
Live in, come & go. All areas. 20 years exp. 
Licensed & bonded. Call 708-705-1635

GENERAL SERVICES

Trans Van Lines/Auction Notice Trans 
van Lines is having an auction on 3/1/20 
12-3pm for the abandon house hold goods 
of Shirema Dumas. Auction will be located 
at 6445 Hamlin Ave Lincolnwood IL 60712. 
For details call  888-909-7940.

ONE VISIT VENEERS, CROWNS, $49/mo call
today 773-622-3454

National Moving and Storage/ Auction 
Notice  National Moving and Storage is 
having an auction on 3/1/20 12-3pm for 
the abandon house hold goods of Steven 
Patel. Auction located at 6445 N Hamlin 
Ave Lincolnwood IL 60712. For details call
888-668-3717

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

January 31, 2020

Due to a large volume of incoming pre-

applications, the Richard flowers Community

Housing located at 13900 S. Grace Ave in

Robbins, IL 60472 wait list will close on

February 3, 2020 at 4:30 pm. In order to

process pre-applications for housing

opportunities within a reasonable timeframe,

the Housing Authority of Cook County will no

longer accept pre-applications.

If you have any questions please contact the

Wait List and Leasing Department at

(312) 542-4786 or email us at

leasingteam@thehacc.org.

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Elmwood Park Community Unit High School
District 401 is accepting sealed bids for the 
2020 Exterior Masonry Remediation at the
Elmwood Park and John Mills Elementary 
Schools. The project encompasses 
approximately 53,700 square feet of wall
surface.  
All prospective Bidders shall attend a 
mandatory Pre-Bid Conference on Thursday, 
February 6, 2020 at 10:00 AM, beginning at 
Elmwood Park High School Visitors Entrance, 
8201 W. Fullerton Avenue, Elmwood Park, 
Illinois, in order to familiarize themselves
with the project, which will be attended by 
both the Owner and the Consultant. It is the
responsibility of the Bidder/Contractor to 
attend and sign-in at the pre-bid conference. 
Failure to attend and sign-in at the pre-bid
conference shall result in the rejection of
any bids submitted by those non-attending
Contractors. The company name registered
at sign-in must be the same as that of the
company submitting the quotations. This will
be the only time that the Contractors shall 
be escorted with full access to the project 
sites after the Prebid Meeting.
Stipulated Lump Sum Bids will be publicly
opened at the business office of the School
District, 8201 W. Fullerton Avenue, on 
Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 2:00 PM. Bids
received after designated time and date of 
bid opening shall not be considered.
Bid security in the form of a bid bond,
certified check or cashier’s check in an
amount equal to ten percent (10%) of the
base bid shall be submitted with the bid.
Performance, Labor and Material Payment
Bonds and Certificate of Insurance will be
required from the successful Bidder.
The Board of Education, Elmwood Park 
Community Unit High School District 401
reserves the right to reject any and all bids
or parts thereof, to waive any irregularities
or informalities in bidding procedures, and to 
award the contract in a manner best serving 
the interest of the School District.
All Bidders must comply with Illinois Revised 
Statutes, 1981, Chapter 48, Section 39s-
1 through 39s-12, requiring the payment
of prevailing wage rates to all laborers, 
workmen and mechanics working on 
publicly-funded projects. If during the time
period of work, these rates change, the
contractor shall be responsible for additional
costs without any change to the contract 
amount.
Copies of the Bidding Documents may
be obtained electronically from the BHFX 
Planroom: http://www.bhfxplanroom.com.
A non-refundable download fee, in the 
amount of sixty dollars ($60.00) for each set
of documents will be required. Checks shall
be made payable to BHFX. NO SETS WILL BE 
AVAILABLE AT THE PREBID MEETING. Any 
problems receiving the Bidding Documents,
contact INSPEC, Inc. at (847) 652-6617.
2/02/2020 6591968

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

Stop wasting time searching for talent.

Find the right talent with tribune publishing

recruitment services.

We work hard to make your talent search

easy. With our expansive network of

distinguished print and online publications

and their respective reach and readership,

you’ll have access to top talent from coast-

to-coast.

Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and

ad targeting technology, access print and

digital advertising opportunities, career

fairs and more.

Extend your reach. Access customized

technology. Simplify your search.

chicagotribune.com/jobs

YOUR
PERFECT
HIRE
ISWAITING



6 Chicago Tribune | Section 2 | Sunday, February 2, 2020 B

Stop wasting time searching for jobs.

Find the right jobs with tribune publishing

recruitment services.

We work hard to make your job search

easy. With our expansive network of

distinguished employers from coast

to coast and advanced job matching

technology, you’ll find opportunities

that match your skills, your personality

and your life.

Search jobs. Post your resume.

Stand out from the crowd.

YOUR
PERFECT
JOB
IS WAITING

chicagotribune.com/jobs
Maximize your job search with

the Chicago Tribune.

The Chicago Tribune has

all the resources you need

to start a new career.

Elk Grove, IL  https://www.cevalogistics.com/careers

Regional Quality Systems Mgr 5561490

CEVA FREIGHT - CEVA Freight seeks Regional Quality Sys-
tems Mgr in Elk Grove Village, IL to lead development & imple-
mentation of Quality Management System. To apply to this 
job, please visit https://www.cevalogistics.com/careers to 
create an account and search Req ID 49123

GENERAL >>

Elgin, IL Apply by Mail

Technical Sales Support Professional

FLENDER CORPORATION - Resp fr annual bdgtng of US-wde 
couplng bsnss of crrnt 4.5 mil USD bdgt, incl dfnng & exctng 
couplng shrt-, mid- & lng-trm strtgy. Req. Bach (or frgn deg 
equiv) in Mech Eng or a rltd fld & 5 yrs of exp in job offd or 
acc alt occ. Mst hve 5 yrs exp w/ a mltntnl cmpny tht mnfctrs 
& spplies cmplte rnge of couplngs in local & int mrkts, sch as 
Europe & Asia. Mst hve 5 yrs exp w/ dtaild prdct knwldge of 
all rnge of fllwng couplng ctgries: Flxble couplngs, Hghly-flxble 
couplngs, Gear couplngs (Dble & sngle enggmnt), All-Steel Dsc 
couplngs, Fluid couplngs incl prvdng pre- & pst- sles tech sp-
prt & prep of dtaild tech prpsls, incl prdct dmnstrtns & prdct 
prttyps. Mst hve 3 yrs exp in prjct bsnss aimng twrds couplngs 
for wind or railcar indstry to spprt thse mrkt sgmnt’s spec in-
stlltn sltns; ablty to dfne & implmnt local mnfctrng & assmbly 
cmptnce fr couplngs to addrss flxble mrkt reqs & increase 
cmpny’s mrkt shre. Mst hve 1 yr  exp in railcar couplngs to 
coordnte & tke resp in Buy-Amrica cmpliant couplngs, spprt 
in estblshng a local spply base, tkng resp in prcss frm mtrial 
sourcng, thrgh frst artcle inspctn, to sries prdctn; Mst dmn-
strte cpblty to sprvse & prvde tech guidnce to dev couplng 
emplyees incl reg rviews & trgt sttngs to mxmze team’s ef-
fciency & cntrbtn to cmpny’s fnncial trgts; Knwldge of prcss 
of sttng annual bsnss trgts ddctng shrt-, mid- & lng- trm strt-
gies & tkng crrctve actions to achve the cmpny’s trgts. Apprx 
20% trvl req. Mail rsms Brett Sanchez, Siemens Corp., 3850 
Quadrangle Blvd., MS: HRS-144, Orlando, FL 32817. Ref BS/MD. 
Must be authrzed to wrk in US prmnntly. 

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

QA Engineer & UI Designer

ZENSAR TECHNOLOGIES, INC. - has openings in Chicago, IL. 
All positions may be assigned to various, unanticipated sites 
throughout the US. Job Code: US243 UI Designer (UX/Web): 
analyze & create framework & proofs + prototypes. Job Code 
US244 QA Engineer (Tests/Tools): troubleshooting, support & 
analysis.  Mail resume to: Zensar Technologies, Inc. Attn: Car-
men Melchor, 2107 North First Street, Suite 100, San Jose, CA 
95131. Include job code/s  & full job title/s of interest + recruit-
ment source in cover letter. EOE 

Chicago, IL Apply Online or by email

Product Mgrs (mltp positions)

SPOTHERO INC - Lead research, ideation & creation of 
SpotHero sftware. Build & iterate upon existing prods; Re-
search ideation, & crtion of the vision, roadmap & backlog. 
Impve key KPIs; Glean insght about users from qual & quan 
research; Formulate & test hypothese based on user research 
and behavioral analytics; Plan & lead all agile ceremonies; 
5-10% travel as needed. BS/BA (foreign equiv acceptable) in 
Comp Sci, Comp Eng, Elect Eng, w/ 2 yrs exp. See full des 
& apply online. https://spothero.com/careers/#jobs or email 
sheila@spothero.com     

Elk Grove Village, IL Apply by Mail

Product Manager

SIEMENS INDUSTRY, INC. - Mnge prdct(s), solun(s) &/or 
srvce(s) assgnd w/ fll resp for rslts. Req. Mast (or frgn equiv) 
in Elctrcl Eng, Elctrnc Eng, or rel + 2 yrs exp in job offrd or acc 
alt occu. Alt, empl wll accpt a Bach in abve lstd flds + 5 yrs 
exp in job offrd or acc alt occu. Mst hve 2 yrs of exp w/ fllwng 
sklls: dtaild knwldge of CNC systms & undrstndng of fnctnlty, 
Oprtng/Prgrmmng & cmmssnng of said systms; dtaild knwl-
dge of Servo drve pltfrms & how to optmze & cmmssn w/ CNC 
cntrllr; knwldge of PLC prgrmmng & how it intrfcs w/ CNC; mst 
undrstnd dffrnt mchne tool cstmrs as they prtain to vrious 
mchne typs (mllng, brng, lthe, etc.)  & cntrl strctrs (e.g. 5 axis 
mchne type, mlti-chnnl strctre, etc.), spec Siemens SINUMER-
IK 840D, 810D, 828D & 808D knwldge prfrrd; Prdct Lfe Cycle 
mngmnt sklls, incl but not lmtd to Mrkt Anlysis, Cmpttr Anlysis 
& so on; ablty to obtain or hve extnsve knwldge & rltnshps of 
Siemens MTS org in Germany & othr countries (China) to sp-
prt crdblty to drve US needs;  cpblty to create & prsnt vrious 
mtrial to spprt prdct/bsnss; & CNC Prog cpblties, spec Sie-
mens. Approx 25% trvl req. Mail rsms Brett Sanchez, Siemens 
Corporation, 3850 Quadrangle Blvd., MS: HRS-144, Orlando, FL 
32817. Ref BS/TJ. Must be authrzed to wrk in US prmnntly.

Lisle, IL Apply Online

Engineering 5669409

NAVISTAR, INC. - is seeking a Project Engineer in Lisle, IL with
the following requirements: Bachelor’s degree in Engineering 
or Engineering Technology and 5 years of experience in prod-
uct design/development OR Master’s degree in Engineering or 
Engineering Technology and 3 years of experience in product 
design/development OR PhD in Engineering or Engineering 
Technology. Required skills: Analyze customer requests us-
ing BOM management software, Teamcenter and imported 
supplier CAD data to estimate the feasibility and engineering 
work required during the Special Quotation process; Design 
and release parts, components and systems that meet cus-
tomer requirements, comply with FMVSS/CMVSS regulations 
and meet industry standards according to SAE, TMC, ASME 
and GD&T guidelines; Serve as subject matter expert in Uni-
graphics NX 7.5/11 by providing guidance on the efficient use 
of the software modules like part creation, sheet metal, and 
assembly management; Support pilot builds and engineering 
changes during their initial implementation on the manufac-
turing shop floor using Enterprise Resource Planning tools (eg. 
Baan). Apply at http://www.navistar.com/navistar/careers/
jobsearch. Refer to Job # 2020-34643.EOE

Niles, IL Apply by Mail

Associate PM, New Product Introduction

SHURE INC. - Responsible for ensuring readiness of new 
products before their release to mfg plant; work w/ plant mfg, 
mfg eng’g, automated test eng’g, & strategic sourcing teams 
to plan, & monitor activities in support of new product de-
vel. programs; develop & implement action plans to ensure 
project reqs; & identify potential issues in product & process 
devel.. Position also requires up to 15% of int’l travel. To apply, 
mail resume to: HR, Attn: Jennifer Vaile.  5800 W. Touhy Ave., 
Niles. IL 60714. Must reference job code: 1482. EEO.

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

Associate Engineer 5659954

PARSONS PATCO INC. - has an opening for an Associate 
Engineer in Chicago, IL to evaluate and optimize ground-
water remediation systems. Travel to various unanticipated 
sites throughout the United States required. Mail resumes 
to Parsons PATCO Inc. Attn: GM c/o People Central, 100 W. 
Walnut Street, Pasadena, CA 91124. Please refer to Job Code 
# R107110.

ENGINEERING >>

Chicago, IL 708-342-5649

Newspaper Delivery Drivers Needed 5662288

CHICAGO TRIBUNE - We are looking for candidates with 
strong customer service and attention to detail. If you or 
someone you know is looking to make extra income we’re 
interested!  

Work requires a reliable vehicle, proof of insurance and the 
ability to work early morning hours 7 days a week (3-4 hours 
per day).  All carriers are sub-contracted with a Chicago Tri-
bune Home Delivery Conctractor.

To inquire, please call 708-342-5649 or email 
deliveries@chicagotribune.com

Perfect as a second job or for a stay-at-home parent. 

Immediate openings throughout Chicagoland!

DRIVERS >>

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Tax Senior

DELOITTE TAX LLP - Tax Senior for Deloitte Tax LLP in Chicago, 
IL to assist clients to balance compliance details & long-term 
tax strategies as well as understand national, state & local, & 
int’l tax structures & align tax functions w/ bus. objectives. 
Requires: Bachelor’s (or higher) degree in Acctng., Fin., Tax., 
or related field (willing to accept foreign education equivalent) 
& 18 mths. of exp. providing tax planning services or preparing 
& reviewing client work papers & tax returns. To apply, visit 
https://jobs2.deloitte.com/us/en/ and enter       
XSFH20FT0120CHI1 in the “Search jobs” field. No calls please. 
“Deloitte” means Deloitte LLP and its subsidiaries. Please see 
www.deloitte.com/us/about for a detailed description of the 
legal structure of Deloitte LLP and its subsidiaries. Deloitte LLP 
& its subsidiaries are equal opportunity employers.

ACCOUNTING >>

Chicago Tribune delivers more job

opportunities than any other

Chicagoland newspaper.

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Advisory Specialist Master

DELOITTE & TOUCHE LLP - Advisory Specialist Master for 
Deloitte & Touche LLP in Chicago, IL to ID & eval complex biz 
& tech risks. Requires: Bachelor’s (or higher) degree in comp 
sci/info sys/math/info sci/comp engg/engg/or related field 
(willing to accept foreign edu equiv) plus 5 years of exp de-
signing & implementing Identity & Access Management (IAM) 
solutions. Position requires 80% travel. To apply, visit https://
jobs2.deloitte.com/us/en/ and enter XSFH20FA0120CHI2 in 
the “Search jobs” field. No calls please. “Deloitte” means De-
loitte LLP and its subsidiaries. Please see www.deloitte.com/
us/about for a detailed description of the legal structure of 
Deloitte LLP and its subsidiaries. Deloitte LLP & its subsidiaries 
are equal opportunity employers.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY >>

Hazel Crest, IL Apply by Mail

Medical Physicist (noncertified)

MCKESSON CORPORATION - to specify & access dosimetric 
& treatment planning equip. Reqs.: MS+2 yrs.; Add’l specific 
exp req’d. To apply, must mail resume & cover letter to McKes-
son Corp., Attn: Cynthia Hurst, 1110 Sanctuary Parkway, Al-
pharetta, GA 30009. Must ref. job title.

HEALTHCARE >>

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Product Designer

CAPGEMINI AMERICA INC. - has mult. openings for Product 
Designer in Chicago, IL. Employee may also work @ various 
unantap: dsgn products, srvs, identities & exp acrss a broad 
range of industries; prfm in-depth dsgn research, uncovering 
opportunities; respnble for the concept dvlpmt, early stage 
concept sketches & prototyping; present & bld presentations; 
collaborate w/ motion graphic dsgnrs, writers, 3D renderers/
modelers & dvlps; translate innovation strategies into clearly 
articulated dsgn principles & dsgn strategies; create compel-
ling & engaging stories documenting the process & purpose 
of dsgn solutions. Reqs bach + 1 yr exp. Apply at https://                 
capgemini.taleo.net/careersection/1/jobsearch.ftl [ref Job 
title & Job # 047658].

GRAPHIC ARTS >>

Glenview, IL 2601 Patriot Blvd Glenview, IL 60026

 UX/HCI Research Scientist 5639519

GN HEARING CARE CORPORATION -  has an opening in 
Glenview, IL, for a UX/HCI Research Scientist.  Design facili-
ties & environments to optimize human well-being & overall 
system performance regarding the relationship btw humans 
& technology. Address & resolve engineering challenges for 
hearing healthcare products in the areas of user interfaces, 
digital experiences, & hearing care-related computer appli-
cations; formulate innovative user experiences utilizing GN 
Hearing Cares TeleHealth technology; engineer & create user-
centered designs & prototypes of technology for computer-
ized hearing assistance products; support iterative product 
development, including research aimed at translating findings 
on human health into applied, usable technologies for hearing 
care products. Requires at least a PhD in Human-Computer In-
teraction, Human Factors Engineering, Cognitive Psychology, 
Computer Science, or Computer Sci.& Eng., plus six months 
FTE graduate research exp. in Human-Computer Interaction, 
including user experience maps, conceptual models, user 
requirements, & usability objectives for products in light of 
user-centered design goals; User Interface (UI) design; & using 
Matlab, Axure, Sketch, or other similar prototyping tools. Send 
resumes to Elaine Sotirakos, GN Hearing Care Corporation, 
2601 Patriot Blvd Glenview, IL 60026.

9 to 5

3 things job
happiness will
(might) bring
1. Improved health

People under a lot of stress suffer from
a multitude of side effects ranging from
body pain and difficulty sleeping to more
severe side effects such as social withdrawal
and drug abuse. Furthermore, being in an
unhappy work situation can even affect one’s
appearance.

A happy work scenario can help you skip
out on the headaches, fatigue, binge eating
and stomach ulcers. According to researchers,
employees who perceive their organizations
as having a strong culture of health are
happier, less stressed and more likely to take
control of their well-being than employees in
other organizations.

2. Happier relationships
When you’re spending your workday

feeling imprisoned, unhappy and unfulfilled,
it can carry over into your personal life —
particularly if you’re keen on venting your
workplace frustrations on friends and loved
ones. Nobody wants to spend time with a
curmudgeon, whereas happy people naturally
attract others to them. When you’re happy
with your life, others will take notice.

3. Increased productivity
This one is a big perk for employees and

employers alike. When you’re feeling good,
you’re able to focus and actually accomplish
work, which in turn fuels continued success.

Happy employees have higher productivity,
higher sales and perform better than their
unhappy counterparts. It goes without saying
that when you’re doing your best at work,
things like promotions and raises come.

Now’s the time to take inventory of your
job happiness. If you’re feeling good, rock
on. But if you’re feeling trapped or find that
your job is sucking the life out of you, it’s
time to get inspired and change it up.



7B Chicago Tribune | Section 2 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

Rejection hurts, but you’ll never know
unless you try.

The Chicago Tribune has

all the resources you need

to start a new career.

Arlington Heights, IL Apply by Mail

Lead Analyst

HSBC BANK USA, N.A. - Lead Analyst; HSBC Bank USA, N.A., 
Arlington Heights, IL. Provide technical leadership and ongo-
ing system support across the organization. Reqs: BA in Comp 
Sci, Math, Stats, or rel and 5 yrs post-bacc, progressive work 
exp in a computing or info science environment. Alt: must 
have MA in Comp Sci, Math, Stats or rel and 3 yrs exp in a 
computing or info science environment. Qual exp must incl: 
Programming in SAS, SQL, Unix, & Data warehouse concepts; 
Design & coding meths w/in fin srvcs indstry; DB query writing 
skills; Design, dev & maintain highly complex DB & data marts 
incl Oracle & DB2; Dev, test & write complex appl programs, 
queries & profiles to spec including SAS, Unix & SQL; Exp in 
data validation & bus standards; & working w/ & overseeing 
offshore teams. Employer will accept any suitable combina-
tion of educ, training or exp. TO APPLY: Must reference “Job 
Code: 3005” to be considered.  Apply by mail - Attention: 
Sarah Scibelli, HSBC Bank USA, N.A. 95 Washington Street, 
Atrium 1NW, Buffalo, NY 14203. EEO/AA/Minorities/Women/
Disability/Veterans.    

Chicago, IL Apply Online

IM Consultant 2 (Mult. Pos.)

ERNST & YOUNG U.S. LLP - Provide data governance and 
data management services to help clients solve business 
problems, drive value, and gain insight from information, fo-
cusing on information management. Requires domestic and 
regional travel up to 80% to serve client needs. Employer will 
accept any suitable combination of education, training, or ex-
perience. For complete job description, list of requirements, 
and to apply online, go to: ey.com/en_us/careers, and click on 
“Find jobs” (Job Number - CHI008T9).

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

Enterprise Account Engineer II

AMAZON WEB SERVICES, INC - Chicago, IL. Enterprise Ac-
count Engineer II -Design, develop and support global and 
enterprise companies running cloud-based mission-critical 
applications, systems, services and features. Multiple job 
openings. Domestic and/or international travel required up 
to 25%. Send resume, referencing AMZ4308 to: Amazon.com, 
P.O. Box 81226, Seattle, WA 98108. EOE.

Riverwoods, IL Apply Online

Discover Products Inc. 5664201

SENIOR MANAGER DATA SCIENCE - to provide thought 
leadership & strategic thinking to translate bus. problems into 
analytical frameworks, & independently recommend actions 
& provide bus. insights. Promote risk-aware culture to ensure 
efficient & effective risk & compliance mgmt practices by ad-
hering to req’d standards & processes. Req’mts: Bachelor’s or 
foreign equiv in Math, CS, Stats, Fin’c, Economics, or rel field & 
8 yrs exp in job offered or rel: performing fin’l modeling; par-
ticipating in credit risk mgmt in fin’l srvcs industry; participat-
ing in fin’l industry practices & performance measurements; 
& utilizing technologies incl SAS, SQL, Excel, VBA, Tableau, 
Angoss Knowledge Seeker. 2 yrs exp must incl people mgmt. 
Please apply directly thru website www.mydiscovercareer.
com for Job ID 52631 by clicking on “Apply Now.” EOE/D/V.

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

Computer Systems Analysts

ZENSAR TECHNOLOGIES, INC. - has openings in Chicago, IL. 
All positions may be assigned to various, unanticipated sites 
throughout the US. Job Code: US240 Computer Systems Ana-
lyst (Scope/Support): req & impact analysis, release & testing. 
Job Code: US241 Computer Systems Analyst (Programmer): 
studies & solutions design + testing. Job Code: US242 Com-
puter Systems Analyst (Solutions/Migration): release, analysis 
& support.  Mail resume to: Zensar Technologies, Inc. Attn: 
Carmen Melchor, 2107 North First Street, Suite 100, San Jose, 
CA 95131. Include job code/s  & full job title/s of interest + 
recruitment source in cover letter. EOE 

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Business Processes Principal Consultant

SAP AMERICA, INC. - (Chicago, IL & vrs clnt sts ntwd) to drive 
bsnss prcss cnsltng by trnsltng cstmr bsnss prcss into IT sltns, 
incl qlty assrnce. Bach in Comp Sci, Eng, Bsns Admin, Accntng, 
or rltd fld & 7 yrs exp rqd. Will accpt Master’s & 5 yrs exp. Exp 
must invlv 5 yrs in: SAP Fnnce & SAP Cntrllng; SAP HANA; 
SAP ERP/ECC; SAP Cntrllng mdls for Cost Cntr Accntng, Prft 
Cntr Accntng, Intrnl Ordrs, Prdct Cstng w/ Mtrl Ledger/Actual 
Cstng & Prftblty Anlys; SAP Asset Accntng; SAP GL accntng; 
SAP Fnnce & Cntrllng w/ SAP MM, SAP PP, & SAP SD; wrtng 
Fnctnl Spcfctns; wrtng bsnss blprntng dcmnts. 100% trvl reqd 
to vrs clnt sts ntwd. To apply pls rspnd to Req ID 241838 at 
http://www.careersatsap.com. 

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Bus. Analyst, Adv. Serv. Perf. Impr. (Fin. Transf) (Manager) (Mult. Pos.)

ERNST & YOUNG U.S. LLP - Provide business advisory ser-
vices to help clients improve business performance and oper-
ate efficiently. Requires travel up to 80%, of which 20% may be 
international to serve client needs Employer will accept any 
suitable combination of education, training, or experience. For 
complete job description, list of requirements, and to apply 
online, go to: ey.com/en_us/careers, and click on “Find jobs” 
(Job Number - CHI008TJ).

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY >>

Customer service agent
• Preferred education: High school
• Essential skill: The gift of gab

When you dial a company’s help line,
the call typically goes to a mega call center
somewhere. But increasingly, customer
service calls also route to home-based agents,
who answer questions, complete forms and
log complaints through their computers.
Hours are flexible and few firms require
specific education or experience. Training
(usually paid) is provided, and you will be
expected to have phone and Internet service
that meet minimum standards. Also expect
to undergo a credit and background check.
SYKES Home Powered by Alpine Access,
Convergys and West Corporation rank
among the major employers. All three are
highly rated by the Better Business Bureau,
usually hire agents as employees rather than
contractors, and offer benefits such as paid
vacation and medical insurance to full-time
workers.

Tech support
• Pay: $17-$29/hour
• Preferred education: Associate or bachelor’s
degree
• Essential skill: Fluency in geek-speak

Computer nerds and A-V types can make
solid salaries in tech support, where demand
is high and hours flexible. Working out of
home offices, such techs generally serve
as the first point of contact for customers
troubleshooting everything from laptops to
televisions to MySQL servers. Some work
directly for major brands and retailers,
such as Apple and Best Buy. Apple’s
at-home workers are hired as employees,
not contractors, and receive perks such as
iMacs for business use and about $600 a year
in reimbursement for Internet service. But
job seekers should also consider third-party
support providers, including PlumChoice,
which handles tech support for Fortune 500
companies.

Virtual assistant
• Preferred education: High school
• Essential skill: Ability to juggle calls and
clients

A virtual assistant does everything
a traditional assistant might do, from
scheduling appointments and maintaining
records to preparing memos and reports.
Most VAs are contractors, not employees,
and they operate out of their homes as
independent businesses with multiple
clients. Newcomers can market themselves
to potential clients through local business
groups, Facebook and Twitter, and the
International Virtual Assistants Assocation
jobs board. Zirtual, a Las Vegas-based
company that provides virtual assistants for
busy professionals nationwide, hires full-time
and part-time assistants who must be able to
work specific hours each weekday.

Online tutor
• Preferred education: Bachelor’s degree
• Essential skill: Knowledge is power

A college degree, a computer and a bit of
patience are all it takes to break into online
tutoring, a field that can be both personally
and financially rewarding. Sites such as
Tutor.com match teachers and students
in “online classrooms,” where they use
live chats to teach lessons and help with
homework. And while Tutor.com only
requires BAs from its applicants, other online
opportunities exist for people with advanced
degrees.

GetEducated.com, for example, lists
remote job postings at community colleges,
libraries and online universities. Most of
these teachers are hired and paid as part-time
employees; Tutor.com and similar sites hire
on a freelance basis only. But that doesn’t
mean teachers can’t make a comfortable
wage. On top of hourly earnings, Tutor.com
pays bonuses for “exceptional work.”

— Kiplinger

4 work-at-home jobs
to keep in mind

Climb that job ladder. Make your way to the top.

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

Sales Engineer

GOOGLE LLC - Interested candidates send resume to:  Google 
LLC, PO Box 26184 San Francisco, CA 94126 Attn: V. Murphy.  
Please reference job # below: Sales Engineer (Chicago, IL) 
Solve customer’s business challenges using Google technolo-
gies. #1615.41718 Exp Incl: enterprise archi dsgn highly scal-
able solns for enterprises; Cloud comput; dev scalable arch 
using API mgmt & PaaS; Web & Mobile app dev & integrate 
platform solns; end to end sys arch for Mobile & Internet of 
Things apps; dsgn & arch sw for scalable, distrib sys; & utilizing 
Cloud Compute, network, & storage services to arch solutions.

Chicago, IL christopher.dow@rossignolphoenix.com

Quantitative Software Engineer 5662689

ROSSIGNOL PHOENIX, LLC - Seeking Quantitative Software 
Engineer to work in Chicago, Illinois. Design, develop, and 
deploy machine learning and quantitative modeling software 
packages and architecture for use in financial trading strat-
egies. Develop methods of optimizing and efficiently imple-
menting software in support of trading strategies. Develop 
testing software to test current and future models and sys-
tems. Requires knowledge of Python and C++ and experience 
developing and deploying quantitative models and machine 
learning systems in context of trading or quantitative finance. 
Submit resumes to christopher.dow@rossignolphoenix.com 
or mail to Rossignol Phoenix, LLC, 1812 S. Federal Street, Unit 
8, Chicago, Illinois 60616 c/o Christopher Dow. EOE.

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

Quality Engineer II

VIVID SEATS, LLC - Develop solid understanding of Vivid 
Seats’ products, how our customers use them, and apply the 
knowledge to better understand feature requirements. Visit 
www.vividseats.com/careers for a complete job description, 
job duties, job requirements. To apply, send resume to Monica 
Lohens, 111 N Canal St., Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60606.

Oak Brook, IL Apply by Email

Programmer Analyst

ASPIRE SYSTEMS CONSULTING, INC. - Develop/test custom-
ized software. Req: M.S. or for equiv in Comp Sci, Elec Eng, 
Math, related, and 2 yrs related exp incl: Client Server/SaaS 
based Web Apps; Design, Analysis, Execution, Defect Tracking, 
Test Evaluation; Test Life Cycle, focus on Agile/waterfall meth-
odologies; Dynamics CRM 2013; SharePoint 2013, 2010, 2007; 
ADFS 2.0 & UAG; Commerce Server 2007; ASP.NET Web API; 
C#; VB, VB 6.0; Visual Studio testing tools; SQL Server; Visual 
Studio 2012; Silverlight; TFS; VSS; cruise control. Permanent 
US work auth required. Apply to careers.us@aspiresys.com.

Vernon Hills, IL Apply by Mail

Microsoft Dynamics AX Developers 5549037

SYNOPTEK, LLC  - Microsoft Dynamics AX Developers: Resp. 
for all technical aspects of software develop. & support 
through the Microsoft Dynamics AX platform.  Req. Bach. deg. 
or for. equiv. in Com. Sci., Software Eng., MIS, IT,  or closely 
rel. field. 12 mo. exp. in the job offered, incl. 12 mo. exp. in 
Microsoft Dynamics AX/Dynamics 365 platform, or in a closely 
related field. Any suitable combo, of edu., training & exp. is 
acceptable. Must be able to travel to client sites. Application 
by Resume only. Synoptek, LLC, ATTN: Recruiter, 935 Lakeview 
Parkway, Suite 105, Vernon Hills, IL  60061.  

Elk Grove Village, IL Apply by Mail

Marketing Product Lead Analyst 5660750

CITIBANK, N.A. - Devel strategic data-driven soltns to im-
prove anlytcl capabilities acrss Citi’s retail partner crdt crd 
prtflios & increase efficiency of prtflio ops. Reqs: Bachelor’s in 
Bus Admin, Stats, Math, or closely rltd fld & 5 yrs of progres-
sive, post-bach exp as a Bus Anlytcs Mgr, Anlyst, or clsly rltd 
postn in info mgmt w/in fincl svcs indtry. 5 yrs exp must incl: 
Bldng & exctng data drvn anlytcl soltns using anlytcl tools, in-
cldng SAS/SQL. Prodcng bus anlysis & providing strtgic bus 
guidnce to drive sales for retail crdt crd prtflios; Statistical 
methodlgs & nxt gen anlytcl sklls, incldng CHAID, CART, Clus-
trng, Forecstng, Regrssion (linear & logstc); Prdctve mdlng, in-
cldng leveraging structured & unstrctrd data to build respnse 
mdls; Bnkg & fincl mgmt, incldng anlyzing prft & loss stmnts, 
fincl data interpretation & fincl math; & Develpng innovative 
mthds to drive custmr resrch. 2 yrs exp must incl: Identifying 
areas of anlytcl imprvmnt acrss diff crdt crd prtflios. Approx 
10% domstc travel req, fully reimbrsd. Mail Resumes ref BL/
MPLA/RP to Citigroup Recruiting Dept., 3800 Citigroup Center 
Dr, Tampa, FL 33610. Citigroup is EOE. Direct apps only.

Vernon Hills, IL Apply by Mail

Management Analysts 5549037

SYNOPTEK, LLC  - Management Analysts: Gather assets, best 
practices & guidance from customers. Use Microsoft Dynam-
ics AAX/Dynamics 365 to integrate & improve methodologies 
& the end-customer exp. Req. Bach. or for. Equiv. in Comp. Sys. 
Analysis, Info. Mgmt., Info. Sys., or closely rel. field. Req. min. 
1 yr. exp. in job offered, incl. 1 yr. exp. w/ Microsoft Dynamics 
AX/Dynamics 365 platform. Any suitable combo, of edu., train-
ing & exp. is acceptable. Must be able to travel to client sites. 
Application by Resume only. Synoptek, LLC, ATTN: Recruiter, 
935 Lakeview Parkway, Ste. 105, Vernon Hills, IL  60061.   

Riverwoods, IL Apply Online

Lead Data Science Analysts 5671164

DISCOVER PRODUCTS INC. - to lead dvlpmt & implementa-
tion of advanced analytics incl customer segmentation, opti-
mization, prescriptive analytics & machine learning algorithm 
& recommendation to solve bus. problems. Promote risk-
aware culture to ensure efficient & effective risk & compli-
ance mgmt practices by adhering to req’d standards & pro-
cesses. Req’mts: Bachelor’s or foreign equiv in CS, Analytics, 
Aerospace Eng’g, Stats, Economics, Sciences, Math, Fin’c, IT & 
Mgmt or rel & 4 yrs exp in job offered or rel: performing data 
analyses & reporting; preparing presentations for sr mgmt; 
performing data collection, manipulation & analysis using SQL; 
& performing modeling, analytics & testing. In alternative, em-
ployer will accept Master’s & 2 yrs exp in above listed skills. 
Pls apply thru www.mydiscovercareer.com for Job ID 52692 
by clicking on “Apply Now.” EOE/D/V. 

Chicago Tribune delivers more job

opportunities than any other

Chicagoland newspaper.

Chicago Tribune delivers more job

opportunities than any other

Chicagoland newspaper.

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

TECHNOLOGY

SERVICENOW INC - is accepting resumes for the position 
of Senior Machine Learning Engineer in Chicago, IL (Job Ref. 
#5143). Work on various ServiceNow client data sets and fo-
cus on solving applied problems in Natural Language Under-
standing, Text Mining, Anomaly Detection, Forecasting, etc., 
by leveraging statistical/mathematical concepts and core 
machine learning/AI tools and techniques.  Mail resume to 
ServiceNow Inc, Attn: Global Mobility, 4810 Eastgate Mall, San 
Diego, CA 92121. Resume must include job title, job ref. #5143, 
full name, email & mailing address. No phone calls. Must be 
legally authorized to work in U.S. without sponsorship. EOE.

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

SW Dev Eng [#V010720]

IT: VERIFONE - to des. & dev the Verifone Payment SW Dv-
lpmnt Kit (Payment SDK). Ref Job ID & mail res. to Talent Acq., 
88 W. Plumeria Dr, San Jose, CA 95134. 

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Software Engineer

JPMORGAN CHASE & CO. - Analyze, design, develop, test, & 
deliver quality software products in a complex environment. 
For reqs. & to apply, visit http://careers.jpmorgan.com & apply 
to job #200005145. EOE, AAE, M/F/D/V. JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
All rights reserved. www.jpmorgan.com.

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Software Developer

SMS ASSIST, L.L.C. - Prfrm a vrty of prgrmng asgmts reqrng 
know of estblshd prgrmng proc & data prcsng reqmts. Req’s: 
BS or frgn eqvlnt deg in Info Tech, Info Sys, Comp Sci or in a rltd 
fld & 2 yrs of exp as a Sftw Dvlpr. Reqs exp: web markup, in-
cldng HTML5, CSS3; client-side scrptng & JavaScript frmwrks, 
incldng jQuery; mdrn Frmwrk at cur frntend cmnty, espcly for 
React.js & KnockoutJs; asynchrns rqst hndlg, prtl pg updts, & 
AJAX; cde versng tools, such as TFS or GIT; SEO princpls & en-
srng that applctn will adhere to them; Crs-brwsr comptblty iss 
& ways to wrk arund them; maintng & mdfyng prgrms under 
.NET. Apply online: www.smsassist.com/available-positions. 

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

Senior Quality Engineer

VIVID SEATS, LLC - Work in an agile team of engineers, de-
signers, & product managers to build a top tier ticket mar-
ketplace that brings fans to their favorite events. Visit www. 
vividseats.com/careers for a complete job description, job du-
ties, job requirements. To apply, send resume to Monica Lo-
hens, 111 N Canal, Suite 800, Chicago, IL 60606.

Chicago, IL Apply Online

SAP Sr Procurement Lead 

CAPGEMINI AMERICA INC. - has mult. openings for SAP Sr 
Procurement Lead out of Chicago, IL U.S. headquarters. May 
also work @ various unanticip locs. Analyz user needs/businss 
scenarios related to Procurement to dev SAP ERP softwr 
solutns; lead SAP Procuremnt softwr desgn/customizatn/re-
alizatn for clientele to support their businss scenarios & opti-
mize operational efficiency; perfrm test’g/deploymnt/release 
mangmnt & techncl/functnl app mangmnt of client-specific, 
SAP ERP softwr; provid SAP Procuremnt functnl/techncl guid-
ance or subject-matter expertise thrghout project/app lifecy-
cle; Reqs bach+ 5yrs exp. In lieu of bach, ER deems suit combo 
of edu/train/exp 3 yrs of study twds bach degree+3 yrs IT exp. 
To apply, go to https://capgemini.taleo.net/careersection/1/
jobsearch.ftl [ref Job title and Job #047515]. 

Chicago, IL Apply by Mail

Sales Operations Manager I

HERE NORTH AMERICA, LLC - Sales Operations Manager I 
for HERE North America, LLC in Chicago, IL to conduct and 
lead advanced data mining and analytics to uncover new busi-
ness opportunities. Requires: Bachelor’s degree in informa-
tion technology, computer science, management information 
systems, statistics or related field (willing to accept foreign 
education equivalent) plus five years of experience in sales/
marketing analytics or, alternatively, a Master’s degree and 
three years of experience as noted above. Submit resume to 
HERE North America, LLC, L. Donofrio, HERE Recruiter/WEST 
IT, 2055 Gateway Place, Ste. 450, San Jose, CA 95110. Job ID: 
100951-001022

Not everything needs to be included

on your resume. Sure, that summer after

your sophomore year in high school

you spent painting Old Man Murphy’s

siding may have taught you a lot about

character and commitment, but it

probably doesn’t belong on the current

summation of your experiences. In case

you’re wondering what belongs and

what doesn’t belong on today’s resume,

here’s a list of things to avoid:

Unnecessary text: What are the

first sayings you should realize when

you’re putting together a new resume

or revising the old one is that former

formatting rules aren’t really necessary.

In fact, they were never necessary

in the first place. There’s no need to

include “Email” before listing your email

address or “Phone” before your number.

If a company you want to work for

needs to be told what those words with

that funny, little circle-a symbol mean,

you probably don’t want to work there

anyway.

Cliches: Any phrase like “hard-

working,” “punctual” or “responsible” is

hopefully stating the obvious. We’ll just

assume that you don’t coast through

the day, that you don’t show up for work

45 minutes late and that you don’t spill

coffee all over the floor at least once

a week without ever cleaning it up.

While it may seem like you’re laying the

groundwork for some of your bigger and

more important traits, you’re taking up

valuable space with qualities that are

a given. And besides, no one’s going to

admit being a lazy, chronically tardy,

blame-shifter when they apply for a job.

If you have enough examples of your

experience, skills and achievements, you

shouldn’t need to boost your resume

with unnecessary words.

Your personal info: There are people

who like to include their marital status,

age or religion — or obvious hints about

them — on their resume or cover letter

in the hopes that it may personalize their

relationship with a potential interviewer

or draw some attention to something

about their lives that a hiring manager

might consider a plus. Don’t do it. Many

HR professionals will tell you they get a

little nervous when they see unsolicited

personal information on resumes and

applications because they feel like they

will then have to resist the urge to

use bias in a place they wouldn’t even

consider using it in the first place.

Photos: In keeping with what’s been

stated above, don’t include a photo of

yourself on your resume. Unless you’re

applying for a specific position that

advertises openings for candidates with

the best smile, most freckles or best

’80s hairstyle, there is no reason to

include your photo on any job application

or resume. Frankly, it’s kind of creepy.

Irrelevant jobs: Unless there’s a

direct reason why a job more than 10

— OK, 15 — years makes you a good

candidate for a particular position, there

isn’t much reason to mention it. And if

you need to mention to fill some space,

keep it simple. Don’t use the same

approach you use with your current or

recent job. Simply state the job, the

title, the location and the timespan

and that’s it. Think of your resume as a

password. You’re trying to gain access

to a particular place. Just like logging

into your email account, there’s no need

for extraneous letters and numbers. Use

only what you need.

Warnings: Even subtle descriptions of

something like your age aren’t helpful.

You may think that your letting a

potential employer know you’re over 50

will spare you from being turned down

for a position down the road but it’s not

good practice. Aside from the obvious

age-discrimination issues, your age is

insignificant when companies — and the

apps they use — sort through the initial

pile of resumes. If you’re nervous about

letting people know that you’re older

than the average candidate, don’t be.

Your experience will state that in ways

your age can’t anyway, so get over it.

Besides, if you’re what the company is

looking for, and they’re honest about

their goals, they won’t care if you’re 25

or 55.

References: You don’t have much

space so don’t include names, titles

and contact information for the people

you assume will give you a glowing

recommendation. In fact, don’t bother

with the standard line of “References

available upon request” either. That’s

sort of a given. If a company’s job

ad indicates that they want a list of

references when you first apply, that’s

one thing, but offering up the names

of others when you haven’t even made

it beyond the first wave of filters is a

waste of space and time.

Who cares? What you leave off
your resume may be just as
important as what you include

Downers Grove, IL mperga@midwestern.edu

Assistant Professor-Pre-Clinical Faculty 5668268

MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITY - Work with students in simula-
tion clinic and teach courses in all areas of general dentistry. 
Employer: Midwestern University. DDS or DMD and 5 years 
experience required. Job location: Downers Grove, IL. Qualif. 
applicants email resume to: mperga@midwestern.edu.

TELEMARKETING >>

Chicago, IL Apply Online

Global Insights Director, Brand Equity 5663691

PEPSICO, INC. - Lead globally the 10MM$ Brand Equity mea-
surement program deployed in 50 markets across US, Latin 
America, Asia-Pacific, Middle East, China, India, Eastern Eu-
rope & Western Europe. The position reqs a Master’s deg (U.S. 
or foreign equiv) in Mktg or a rel field & 10 yrs of exp  leading 
brand insights work in a Consumer Goods company OR 10 
yrs of exp  in mkt research working for Consumer Goods cli-
ents. Prior exp  must incl  10 yrs of exp gathering & analyzing 
consumers data &  understanding data limitations/complexi-
ties. Prior exp  must incl 5 yrs w/: cultivating an international 
network to influence & advance business goals; collaborating 
w/ Global Mktg teams who lead Brands strategies globally; & 
designing & implementing engaging communications strate-
gies to influence a wide variety of stakeholders incl  business 
leaders. Prior exp  must incl 3 yrs of exp  driving business 
agenda, prioritizing business opportunities, & creating sus-
tainable strategies. Must be willing to travel 30% of the time. 
Qualified Applicants: Visit http://www.pepsicojobs.com. Enter 
req ID: 200954BR into the “Job Title or Keyword” field & hit 
enter. Click on the matching job & follow directions to submit 
resume.

MARKETING >>

Riverwoods, IL Apply Online

Manager, Analytics 5670366

DISCOVER PRODUCTS INC. - to provide direction & expertise 
in analytics & data science/machine learning to support stra-
tegic initiatives. Promote risk-aware culture to ensure efficient 
& effective risk & compliance mgmt practices by adhering to 
req’d standards & processes. Req’mts: Master’s or foreign 
equiv in Bus. Admin, Economics, Fin’c or rel quantitative field 
& 4 yrs exp in job offered or rel position: leveraging modeling 
& simulation tools to predict customer behavior; dvlpg cost 
bnft analyses; participating in credit card or fin’l srvcs; par-
ticipating in predictive modeling & machine learning; utilizing 
enterprise SQL dbase softw products incl Oracle & Teradata; & 
utilizing enterprise analytical products such as SAS, R, Python, 
Adobe Analytics, Google Analytics, AWS & Snowflake. Please 
apply directly through website  www.mydiscovercareer.com 
for Job ID 52774 by clicking on “Apply Now.” EOE/D/V.

MANAGEMENT >>
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“S
o, how ‘bout this weather?”

If you’ve ever tried to make a quick
connection at the beginning of a job interview,
there’s a good chance you’ve used the above
ice-breaking statement that probably made you

cringe as soon as the words left your mouth.
Despite our reluctance to embrace the tried-and-true opener, it

does have its merit. You ask about the weather because it’s a shared
experience, something that both you and the interviewer are dealing
with in real-time, whether it’s a blizzard or a perfect day. Besides,
what else are you supposed to talk about? Dish on the latest
episode of “Below Deck” with someone who potentially despises
Captain Lee? Brag about the Sox to a lifelong Cubs fan? Offer your
opinions on Donald Trump?

Interview small talk can be tricky but that doesn’t mean it isn’t
important. You’re trying to find some commonality with your
interviewer, a connection with the person who will have a direct
hand in hiring you, moving you on to the next level or throwing you
off the island. In some cases, you can do a little research beforehand
and learn about your interviewer’s interests. Or maybe you can find
a nugget of information that straddles the line between that person’s
business role and pop culture that makes for good banter. In most
cases, however, you’ll be interviewing with an unknown entity,
leaving you little knowledge of what that person likes or dislikes, so
it’s best to have an idea of what you might want to cover.

If you are trying to put together a list of things to talk about,
keep in mind that it’s just as important to consider things not to talk
about. With those parameters in mind, here’s a list of some do’s
and don’ts concerning small talk during a job interview:

• Do talk about the obvious. As mentioned above, people make
fun of weather and sports-talk but it’s low-hanging fruit when
looking for a topic for conversation. If you have an amusing rain-
related anecdote about your commute that morning, go ahead and
share. It may lead to a brief, casual discussion about driving in the
rain.

• Don’t talk about politics. Even if you learn that your potential
hiring manager is passionate about a political cause or candidate, it
is best to keep those feelings to yourself. Unless it pertains directly
to the job, any political leanings shouldn’t be obvious to your
interviewer.

• Do mention something about the setting: Mentioning the
history of the building may score a few points. Or maybe you can
bring up the company’s obvious dedication to plants, given the
small greenhouse in the lobby, or the selection of original works
of art on its walls. If it’s applicable, mention something pertaining
to the decor of your interviewer’s office. Whatever you decide,
mentioning something about the physical location or office space
within the building is almost equivalent to the friendly things people

might say about your home upon their first visit. Think about that
neighbor who mentioned how much she loves your couch when she
first stopped in to introduce herself, despite the fact that everyone
else in your home hates the couch. Even the people who sold you
that couch hate that couch. But your couch-appreciating neighbor?
Friend for life.

• Don’t get too personal. If you see a photo on your
interviewer’s desk of her and her family, don’t mention the fact
that you have two daughters as well, unless your interviewer brings
it up. While it may be appropriate small talk in other scenarios,
HR specialists tell me they find it a little off-putting when job
candidates make assumptions based on photos in their office. An
HR friend said she actually puts all her office photos away before
she interviews candidates because job candidates often assumed
her nieces were her daughters, and it just made for some awkward
moments before the interview even started.

• Do keep it short. You need to realize when your interviewer
has given a closed-ended answer, signaling that he wants to move
on to the meat of the interview. If you find that you have something
like marathon training in common, you can mention it and get a
response, but then let it go. Keep in mind that your interviewer is
there to find an appropriate candidate for the job, not a new training
partner.

• Don’t lie. Sometimes it’s easy to get carried away when you’re
making small talk and say things that just aren’t true. You may think
you’re making a connection by telling the obvious 49ers fan that
you have season tickets but unless you’re ready to cash in that chip
if you get hired, it’s best to stick with the truth. The same goes for
trips and various experiences. If there’s a photo of your interviewer
climbing Mont Blanc — and you purposely take the inside seat on
the train because you hate looking out the window when the tracks
are elevated — resist the urge to say “Hey, I climbed Mont Blanc,
too!”

• Do talk about restaurants. When I asked what subjects HR
professionals enjoy chatting about before the real interview kicks
in, many of them said they like talking about the restaurants that are
near the office. People casually bring up a restaurant nearby or on
the first floor of the building and the next thing you know, there’s
a quick conversation about what’s good or not so good about the
mentioned restaurant, and maybe an ensuing discussion about other
restaurants or food in general. When an interviewer says something
like “I’ll check out that Ethiopian place you mentioned” when
the interviewer’s over, there’s a good chance you’ve given them
something to remember about you. And in this era of Instagrammed
meals and Yelp reviews, restaurants seem to be displacing weather
and sports teams as the pre-interview conversation of choice.

— Marco Buscaglia, Careers

Casual interview conversation
may require a little planning

Interview small talk can
be tricky but that doesn’t
mean it isn’t important.
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Patrick Mahomes is
proving to be worth his
weight. There’s no doubt
about that. The superstar
quarterback is the biggest
reason the Chiefs are back
in the Super Bowl after 
50 years away. But as 
K.C. fans celebrate a golden
anniversary, the Chiefs face an opponent 
that appears to be well-equipped to stop them. 

The 49ers, the gold
standard for defense 
and running the ball 
this postseason, struck it
rich with two easy wins in
January, setting them up for
a chance at a record-tying
sixth Super Bowl title. 

It’s a classic matchup,
with two storied franchises — and everyone
wondering what the golden child might do next. 
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Sunday’s Super Bowl between the
49ers and Chiefs marks the biggest day
of sports broadcasting for networks.

Here are some things to know about
Fox Sports’ coverage — which begins at
5:30 p.m. CT — as well as other Super
Bowl-related programming on other
networks.

9th Super Sunday for Fox: This marks
the ninth Super Bowl broadcast for Fox
and the second time it has done the game
in Miami. CBS has done the most Super
Bowls with 20, followed by NBC (19),
Fox and ABC (seven). 

In the booth: Joe Buck and Troy
Aikman will call their sixth Super Bowl,
the most by an announcer/analyst team
on one network. Of the 22 pairings who
have done the game on television, Pat
Summerall and John Madden own the
record with eight — five on CBS and
three on Fox. Mike Pereira and Dean
Blandino will be the rules analysts.
Reporters Chris Myers (fifth Super
Bowl) and Erin Andrews (third) will be
on the sidelines.

Production notes: Fox will use more
than 90 cameras for the game, including
multiple 8K cameras. This will also be
the first time that the entire game will be
shot in 8K. 

Ratings: The average audience for the
playoffs is down 2% from last year. It was
up through the first two rounds but took
a dive because the championship games
were not close. Last year, both went to
overtime. How will that translate for the
Super Bowl? Last year’s game on CBS
between the Patriots and Rams averaged
98.19 million viewers, the lowest since
2008, when 97.45 million watched the
Giants ruin the Patriots’ bid for a perfect
season. The record is 114.4 million for the
Super Bowl between the Seahawks and
Patriots in 2015, which was on NBC.

Pregame coverage: Fox comes on the
air at 10 a.m., with “Skip and Shannon:
Undisputed Super Bowl Special.” NFL
Films’ “Road to the Super Bowl” follows
at 11 a.m. and “Fox Super Bowl Kickoff”
at noon. The “Fox Super Bowl Pregame
Show” comes on at 1 p.m., leading into
kickoff at 5:30 p.m.

Other pregame programming: NFL
Network will air an 81⁄2-hour edition of
“NFL GameDay Morning” starting at 8
a.m. ESPN’s “Postseason NFL Count-
down” will go on the air at 9 a.m. for four
hours. For those with pregame fatigue,
the Puppy Bowl kicks off on Animal
Planet at 2 p.m.

For the cord cutters: AT&T Now,
Sling, Hulu, YouTube TV and fuboTV all
have Fox. For those who don’t subscribe
to a streaming service, it will be available
on the NFL’s website.

Spanish broadcast: Fox Deportes has
the Spanish-language broadcast for the
third time. It will have eight hours of
coverage beginning at 2 p.m. 

The skinny on tuning in
on broadcasting’s big day

Associated Press
their San Francisco days.

From the get-go, Reid preached to his
players to let their personalities show and
made himself approachable and wanted to
know them as people. That has resounded.

“He knows what pulls your strings and
what motivates you and all that stuff. I
think that’s what makes him different from
a lot of people,“ said Dustin Colquitt, the
longest-tenured Chiefs player. “He knows
what motivates guys that are in his locker
room because he knows you. He spends
that time off the field getting to know you
better, and that breeds success.“

Added safety Tyrann Mathieu: “I think
deeply we feel like he has our best interest
(in mind). No doubt.“

Don’t mistake that for coddling, though.
“You still have to stop at the red light,“ Reid
says. But he extends respect and expects it
in return, which wasn’t a calculated
approach but a natural inclination.

“I just try to be myself, you know? And
you get one shot at it is how you look at it,
and you’re not going to fool the players,“ he
said the other day. “You come in and you’re
putting on a certain show, players read
through that like that.

“So I just figured if I’m going to make it,
I’m just going to be me. And if that’s not
good enough, well, it was my best shot,
right?”

It has been plenty good enough, with
Reid certainly a sentimental favorite
Sunday.

“And why is that? It’s not America’s
team,” said Steve Mariucci, who worked
with Reid in Green Bay and later became
coach of the 49ers and Lions. “It’s because
of Andy Reid and how he’s been here 21
years and he’s had a lot of success and he
does it the right way.

“He’s a loyal coach to a lot of players.
He’s given a lot of chances that other
coaches wouldn’t have. He’s helped grow
coaches into head coaches, and he very
quietly keeps climbing the ladder with
wins in a career. He’s sixth now and in two
more years, he’s going to jump over Curly
Lambeau, and Curly has a stadium named
after him.“

That trajectory began in Philly, where in
Reid’s second season he guided the Eagles
back to the playoffs. Then his teams made
it to four straight NFC championship
games, winning the last to reach the Super
Bowl against the Patriots. The Eagles lost
27-24 in that 2005 game that helped frame
the perception of Reid in Philadelphia: a
perennial contender who might never win
it all.

Now, with Patrick Mahomes, the
quarterback he was born to coach, Reid has
a chance to dismiss that notion forever.

But if you think Reid loses sleep over
that notion, you don’t understand how he’s
wired. Or to put it his way, how he rolls.

“Hey, listen, life is bigger than that,“ the
grandfather of nine said recently. “That
doesn’t tell you I don’t want to win. This is
America, man. I’m in it to win. That’s what
we do. I don’t want that to be slighted.

“But I also … have a perspective of life. …
I’m not going to tell you that there aren’t
other things in life. I understand that too.”

Spoken by a man who could have done
about anything but found a calling that was
both fulfilling and sustaining.

MIAMI – Andy Reid might have been a
doctor, like his mother. Or a Hollywood set
designer, like his father.

He might have been a carpenter or
welder, skills he learned as a child. Or a
caterer, given his teen gig on “The Tonight
Show,” when he wouldn’t let John Wayne
have a fourth sweet-and-sour meatball
because the rule was three only.

Reid could have been a sports writer,
having dabbled in the craft as a senior at
BYU. Or a comedian, as anyone who ever
has been around him in a casual setting
could tell you. Or maybe even an illustrator,
as his son Britt learned one day when Reid
was coaching the Eagles.

Walking into his dad’s office, Britt was
curious about the caricature he saw on his
dad’s grease board that obviously was an
image of Butch Buchanico, the Eagles
director of security.

“Who did that?” the son asked the
father, who casually said, “I did.”

It’s easy to see the correlation between
that creativity and the fun house of a
beautiful mind that animates Reid’s chosen
path as a coach — a path that includes
leading the Chiefs into the Super Bowl for
the first time in 50 years against the San
Francisco 49ers on Sunday at Hard Rock
Stadium.

“It’s all about lines,” said Britt Reid, the
Chiefs linebackers coach, marveling at the
hundreds of notecards his father continues
to sketch plays on. “When you draw those
(passing) route trees, you’re drawing art,
really.”

Given all that those entail in terms of
innovation and timing and synchronicity,
maybe Reid could have been a
choreographer, too. Or a composer.

All of which is testimony to one
fundamental aspect of Reid: He is a man of
infinite surprises.

“You can’t put him in a box, really,” said
Tom Melvin, the Chiefs’ tight end coach
who has known Reid since playing for him
at San Francisco State in the mid-1980s.

At least not in the sense of his
imagination and array of talents. But that’s
not the most telling dimension of Reid.

Because for all that, what perhaps most
defines Reid is a singular gift: emotional
intelligence, described in the Cambridge
Dictionary as “the ability to understand the
way people feel and react and to use this
skill to make good judgments and to avoid
or solve problems.”

When you get right down to it, Reid is
fundamentally altruistic. 

He’s driven by putting others first,
something innate to Reid that many
leaders might profess to but a scant few
actually seem to live out.

The virtue is so consistent in Reid that
special teams coordinator Dave Toub calls
it “kind of like an aura,” and its sincerity
might best be conveyed by someone such
as Dee Ford, the linebacker the Chiefs
traded to the 49ers after last season.

“Andy is a special human being. He’s
going to always do what he can (for others)
even if he’s not benefiting from it,” Ford
said Monday, later adding, “He doesn’t look
at this as what he can gain.”

That explains the meaningful
relationships Reid maintains with his
former players and their families, such as
those he knew when he was an assistant
coach at the University of Missouri.

Not to mention his connections with
countless former colleagues who
influenced him or now are on his
ever-growing coaching tree, part of the
seemingly global six degrees of separation
that also reflects who Reid is.

And it helps account for why he’s in part
known for giving second chances that
skeptics have eyed suspiciously.

It’s why people all over the country want
to see Reid, 61 and in his 21st year as a head
coach, at last win a Super Bowl — the
missing crown jewel of the man with the
sixth most coaching wins in NFL history.

And it’s why he was the uncannily
perfect fit to revive the Chiefs in a time of
despair after the 2012 season, when each
needed healing not merely from
downward spirals on the field but also
shattering events away from it.

The Chiefs went 2-14 in that last season
of general manager Scott Pioli’s chaotic era,
a dismal season obscured by linebacker
Jovan Belcher’s murder of Kasandra
Perkins and subsequent suicide at the
Chiefs training facility near Arrowhead
Stadium.

Meanwhile, Reid’s team finished 4-12 in
a season preceded by the death of Reid’s
son Garrett from an accidental heroin
overdose in a dorm room at the Eagles’
Lehigh University training camp.

Reid returned to work three days later,
telling reporters it was “the right thing to
do” and what Garrett would have wanted.
As a member of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints, Reid also said he was
sustained by his faith.

While many wondered if Reid should
take time off after the Eagles fired him at
the end of the season, he took the job with
the Chiefs four days later.

“I love doing what I’m doing, and I
thought it was good medicine,” Reid said
last week. “It helps you through. There’s
nothing like the camaraderie, as long as my
wife and family were OK, I was good with
it. So I kept on rolling.”

Britt Reid, who wears a wristband with
his brother’s initials on it and says “we
know he’s here,” understood why.

“Taking a year off and sitting around
thinking about something tragic, I don’t
know if that does anybody any good. Other

than dig you deeper,” he said, noting a fresh
start was for the best for all concerned.

Still, among the concerned was Chiefs
owner Clark Hunt, even as he set out to
interview Reid for the coaching vacancy
that opened when Romeo Crennel was
fired.

“Andy had had a terrible personal
tragedy in his family life the year before,
and ... one of the big questions I had going
into the interview was whether he was
ready to take on a new challenge or
whether he would have benefited from a
year off,” Hunt said last week.

Hunt said he promptly recognized that
Reid not only was ready but perhaps all the
more suited for the job because of the
circumstances.

“We were definitely looking for an
experienced mature leader; that’s what the
organization needed at that point,” Hunt
said. “And a lot of that had to do with the
challenges we’d had on the field as well as
off the field the year before.

“And I think a lot of what Andy had been
through from his own standpoint, both
with the Eagles and then with his family,
made him an ideal candidate.“

So much made the ideal candidate who
he is.

Reid was born and raised in Los Angeles,
where his father, Walter, was an artist and
set designer and prankster who was apt to
bring home studio props, including wigs,
that he deployed at play with his children.
His mother, Elizabeth, was a radiologist —
and the more pragmatic of the two.

“We have a broad range of talents in our
gene pool,“ Reid’s brother, Reggie, a retired
geologist, said with a laugh in a 2013
interview.

To some degree, the coach is a
fascinating hybrid of all that, a fusion of
left-brain and right-brain characteristics.

But that was just a foundation for a man
who’s own unique personality led to an
inimitable journey via an intricate web he
has only perpetuated.

From John Marshall High to Glendale
(Calif.) Community College to BYU, where
he played for LaVell Edwards and met
Mike Holmgren. 

Reid also met his wife, Tammy, at BYU:
“She’s the one person who can keep him in
line and tell him things no one else can,“
Britt Reid said, laughing. “She’s really the
head coach of the head coach.“

To San Francisco State for his colorful
first full-time coaching job, then briefly to
Northern Arizona and Texas-El Paso,
where he worked for Bob Stull and met
Toub and occasional visitor Steve
Spagnuolo . now his defensive coordinator.

Then to Columbia, Mo., where Stull took
over in 1989, to the Packers as an assistant
in 1992 when Holmgren made good on a
past vow to Reid that he would hire him if
he ever became an NFL head coach. In
Green Bay, Reid also met John Dorsey,
leading to Dorsey joining him as GM in
Kansas City and playing a role in setting a
fresh foundation for the Chiefs.

Finally in 1999, Reid became the head
coach in Philadelphia, where he took over
a franchise that had gone 3-13.

As much as he’s grown since, he also has
maintained a certain core of character and
approach that Melvin remembers back to

Character makes Reid stand out
Vahe Gregorian | Kansas City Star

STACY REVERE/GETTY

“You can’t put him in a box, really.”
—Tom Melvin, the Chiefs’ tight end coach who has known coach Andy Reid, above, 

since playing for him at San Francisco State in the mid-1980s.



3B Chicago Tribune | Chicago Sports | Section 3 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

MIAMI — Andy Reid has won more
games than any coach without a Super
Bowl title, so people question whether
he can win the big one. 

The knock against Reid throughout
his 21-year coaching career has been his
inability to win a championship. He
was 1-4 in conference title games
during 14 seasons with the Eagles, and
the Eagles lost to the Patriots in the
Super Bowl after the 2004 season. 

Reid lost another conference title
game at home last year with the Chiefs.
But the Chiefs returned to the AFC
championship this season and ad-
vanced to face the 49ers on Sunday.

His players have talked about how
badly they want to win this game to
give Reid his first ring as head coach —
he got one as an assistant with the
Packers 22 years ago — and solidify his
Hall of Fame credentials.

Reid won’t silence critics who say
he’s a poor game-day coach until he
finally wins one. 

Reid might already have won his
Super Bowl if the offense executed
better against the Patriots 15 years ago.
Donovan McNabb threw three INTs,
got sacked four times and the team had
four turnovers in a 24-21 loss.

Reid developed a reputation for poor
clock management during his time
with the Eagles. That was evident
against the Patriots.

Tied 7-7 with 1:03 left in the first half,
Reid let the offense run out the clock
after getting the ball at the Philly
19-yard line. Then, trailing by 10 in the
fourth quarter with just under six
minutes left, the Eagles showed no
urgency on offense and even huddled
up for a few plays. 

They scored a touchdown but
needed 13 plays and almost four
minutes to do it because they moved so
slowly. McNabb threw a pick to seal the
loss after the Eagles got the ball back at
their 4 with 46 seconds left.

Reid’s use of timeouts and clock
management has also been scrutinized
while with the Chiefs. But the man has
221 victories, including playoffs, so he’s
had to win some important games. 

He also knows how to build a
winner. He took over a 3-13 team in
1999 and had the Eagles in the playoffs
after one season. He inherited a 2-14
Chiefs team in 2013 and won 11 games
his first season.

“What Andy does that a lot of
coaches are afraid to do or they just
can’t do it is he builds his offense
around the talent and not just calls
plays,” McNabb said. “He dials up plays
that are the strength of his quarter-
back.”

Now 50 years after the Chiefs’ last
championship and 15 years since Reid’s
last chance to get one, they’re close. 

AP Sports Writer Dave Skretta contrib-
uted to this report.

Reid needs a
Super Bowl win
to quiet critics
By Rob Maaddi 
Associated Press 

Living up to the buzz

MIAMI — Few Super Bowls in recent
memory have appeared as competitive as
the 49ers against the Chiefs. 

No wonder there’s a little more buzz
about this one.

History and excitement are a nice
combination for any championship game.

The history stems from the Chiefs
seeking their first title since 1970, when
they won the fourth Super Bowl in the final
matchup of AFL-NFL. The full merger took
place the next season — and the Chiefs
haven’t been back to the Super Bowl for
which its founder, Lamar Hunt, provided
the name.

“I think he would be amazed,” said his
son, Clark Hunt, who now oversees the
Chiefs. “He and my mother actually talked
about that at one of the last Super Bowls
they attended together about 15 years ago.
He said, ‘I always knew it was going to be
big, but I didn’t know it was going to be this
big.’ ”

Then there’s Andy Reid, whose NFL
head coaching resume goes back to 1999
with the Eagles. He has a Super Bowl ring
from work as an assistant coach with the
Packers , but Reid is 0-1 in the big game.

“Just getting him here isn’t the goal,” star
tight end Travis Kelce said. “Winning this
thing for him is.”

The 49ers are seeking their sixth Vince
Lombardi Trophy, which would equal the
record held by the Steelers and Patriots.
The 49ers also are looking to be only the
second team to go from 4-12 the previous
season to the top of the heap.

“It’s been quite a journey,” said halfback
Raheem Mostert, who himself has had
quite the sojourn in the NFL. He was cut by
seven teams and was a special-teamer for
the 49ers before getting a chance — and
taking off running with it. Mostert rushed
for 220 yards and four touchdowns in the
NFC title game. 

“This franchise has a lot of history and
accomplishments. Of course we want to
add to that.”

Mostert is one of a field full of players
who will push the thrill throttle to the floor
and keep it there. So is Kelce.

But Kelce might not be the best tight end
in the game. It’s close, but 49ers All-Pro
George Kittle is just as capable of breaking
open this Super Bowl with something
spectacular.

And celebrate it almost as adeptly as J-Lo
and Shakira will fill the halftime stage.

“I think we both have a really good time
playing football,” Kittle said. “You can see
that on the tape. We both just enjoy being
out there with our teammates. We both
make plays when we’re asked to, and I think
we both make plays when we’re not asked
to.”

Both teams have wideouts capable of
swinging momentum in their team’s favor.
For the Chiefs it’s perhaps the speediest
group the NFL has seen. Tyreek Hill is sure
of it.

“If I’m healthy and my mind is in the
right place, I’d go try out for the Olympics,
put together a relay,” Hill said. “We’d show
these track guys, ‘Hey, we football players
can do that, too.’ ”

He’s put fellow receivers Sammy Watkins
and rookie Mecole Hardman on that relay.

“It almost looks like they got their roster
from the Olympic relay team and threw
them all on the football field,” 49ers
defensive coordinator Robert Saleh said.
“Not to say they can’t run routes and catch
either, because they can do that. They’re a
special group and you can see why they’re
there.”

Still, the 49ers have a clutch receiver in
veteran Emmanuel Sanders, a rookie with
no fear of going anywhere on the field — or
above it — to make a catch in Deebo Samuel,
and an emerging talent in Kendrick Bourne.
Just like with the Chiefs, they’re capable of
making a difference.

So is the 49ers’ defense, and it will need
to be at optimal precision to deal with
perhaps the most electrifying player of
them all in this Super Bowl: Chiefs
quarterback Patrick Mahomes.

The 49ers have a powerful pass rush
sparked by a deep front four that includes a
sack threat at every spot — including one
rookie, Nick Bosa. A year ago, the Niners
were so bad they had the second overall
draft pick. They took edge rusher Bosa, and
look where they are now.

The Niners have 57 sacks including the
playoffs, with veteran linebacker Dee Ford,
Bosa, Arik Armstead and DeForest Buckner
all having at least 71⁄2.

Fred Warner has developed into a
versatile linebacker and Richard Sherman
remains one of the NFL’s great cornerbacks
— an action guy who will love taking on
Mahomes.

“We believe in each other,” Sherman said.
“We believe in the scheme. We believe in
what we’ve done all year, and we plan on
going out there and putting a good product
on tape and seeing how it goes.” 

For the Chiefs, their defense performed
particularly well down the stretch of the
regular season but hasn’t been so stingy in
spots during the postseason, how it goes
Sunday very possibly will depend on how
successful Mahomes is. The 49ers don’t
need their QB, Jimmy Garoppolo, to be
extra special; he’s been more of a caretaker
behind that monstrous running game and
defense in the two postseason victories.

Make no mistake about Mahomes: The
Chiefs need him to be, well, vintage
Mahomes.

Which means big plays with his arm,
thrown from angles we didn’t know existed.
Howitzer throws as he rolls out — even to
his left — and doesn’t bother fully planting
his legs. Maybe even the tightrope kind of
run down the sideline that still has NFL
folks shaking their heads in wonder.

“You have to accept the excitement that it
is,” Mahomes said. “It’s amazing to be here,
to be in this atmosphere, to be at this
podium. It’s where you want to be when
you start training camp in St. Joe, Missouri.
For me, to be in this moment, I’m just
enjoying it as much as possible.” 

Chances are, Mahomes and his team-
mates, along with the 49ers, will produce
one of those enjoyable, memorable, perhaps
even classic Super Bowls. 

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP 

Chiefs and 49ers bring
history and excitement to
this season’s final matchup

By Barry Wilner 
Associated Press 

Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes (15) and Niners RB Raheem Mostert are two to watch.

ED ZURGA/AP (MAHOMES), TED S. WARREN/AP (MOSTERT)

SUPER BOWL
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MIAMI – Robbie Gould wasn’t sure he
ever would be in this position again, this
close to a Super Bowl title.

Heck, he didn’t even know a few
months ago if he’d still be with the 49ers.

“Yeah, it’s been,” Gould said with a
pause. “It’s been interesting.”

The veteran kicker was coming off
another outstanding season a year ago
when the 49ers placed the franchise tag
on him last February. Frustrated with
stagnant contract talks, Gould requested a
trade. He wanted out — to be closer to his
wife and three children in Chicago, where
he played his first 11 NFL seasons with the
Bears.

But in mid-July, Gould ended his
holdout. He and the 49ers agreed on a
four-year, $19 million contract extension.
Now he has a chance to cap a hectic 12
months with an elusive — and, at one time,
seemingly unlikely — championship.

“It’s been a year where I’ve been able to
learn more and grow as a player and a
person,” Gould said. “The ultimate goal
that I’ve always had was to win a Super
Bowl and we have that opportunity this
weekend.”

Not only that, Gould could end up
playing a key role in whether the 49ers get
the franchise’s sixth title. Same for Harri-
son Butker, who could help deliver the
Chiefs their first Super Bowl win since
1970.

In a game for which the betting line has
been just 1 or 11⁄2 points in the Chiefs’
favor since the odds came out almost two
weeks ago, the big legs on either sideline
could make the difference.

“That’s part of the position,” Butker
said. “I don’t think anybody would want to
be playing this position if it didn’t come
down to big moments. Those pressure
moments are really where you can shine
and show off all that hard work you’ve
been putting in.”

Four times in Super Bowl history, a
kicker has decided in the closing moments
which team was hoisting the Lombardi
Trophy in a shower of confetti — and
which team was back in the locker room
wondering what could have been.

Jim O’Brien’s 32-yard field goal with
five seconds remaining led the Colts to a
16-13 win over the Cowboys in 1971 in
Miami. Adam Vinatieri booted the Patri-
ots to two titles: His 48-yarder as time
expired beat the Rams in 2002, and his

41-yarder defeated the Panthers in 2004.
Then, of course, there is the Bills’ Scott

Norwood, whose 47-yard attempt sailed
wide right in 1991 and sent the Giants
home with a championship.

“We approach every kick like it’s the
game-winning kick,” Gould said, “no
matter whether it’s Week 1 or the Super
Bowl, whether it’s the first quarter or the
fourth quarter.”

Gould, 37, has had lots of big kicks fly off
his right foot over the years. But this is
only the second time they will come on
the NFL’s biggest stage.

He was in his second season with the
Bears when they lost 29-17 to Peyton
Manning and the Colts in Miami in 2007.
Gould, who made his only field-goal try in
that game, figured there would be plenty
more opportunities. Instead, 13 years and
two teams — he played for the Giants in
2016 — later, Gould is finally back.

“I was 23 and I didn’t know any better,
you know what I mean?” he said. “A big
part of it this time around is just really
enjoying it and soaking it up.”

While he has no plans to stop playing
any time soon, Gould knows a lot needs to
happen even to have this opportunity.

And plenty has happened since his last
Super Bowl appearance, including getting
married and he and his wife having three
children.

“I’m excited to share the moments with
those guys this time around,” he said. “The
game has grown tremendously in 13 years.
When it does come down to the actual
game, though, it is just a football game,
right?”

Kickers could have a
hand in final outcome
By Dennis Waszak Jr.
Associated Press

49ers kicker Robbie Gould smiles during a

practice in January. 

JEFF CHIU/AP 

SUPER BOWL



5B Chicago Tribune | Chicago Sports | Section 3 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

MIAMI — Dee Ford’s blunder cost the
Chiefs a trip to the Super Bowl a year ago. 

Now Ford has another chance to deny
the Chiefs a championship when he faces
them with the 49ers.

Ford’s five-year tenure with the Chiefs
came to a disappointing finish last season in
the AFC championship game against the
Patriots. With the Chiefs leading by four
points and about a minute to play, Ford
made the mistake of lining up in the neutral
zone.

That proved especially costly when Tom
Brady threw an interception to Charvarius
Ward on the play. But instead of the Chiefs
running out the clock and celebrating an
AFC championship, the Patriots drove to
the go-ahead score and eventually won
37-31 in overtime.

“It’s in a compartment of all the bad plays
which you have done,” Ford said. “At the
end of the day, it’s something that hap-
pened. I was on the short end of the stick. I
got over it. I got over it and I had to get back
to work. That’s all I could do.”

Instead of getting back to work with the
Chiefs, Ford found a new home. The Chiefs
dealt him to the Niners for a 2020
second-round pick after using the franchise
tag on him. The Niners rewarded him with
a five-year, $85 million contract.

The Chiefs replaced Ford with Frank
Clark and now the teams will square off for
a championship that was so close for the
Chiefs last year.

Clark called Ford’s mistake “inexcus-
able” earlier this postseason, a description
Ford didn’t dispute. But the Chiefs don’t put
all the blame on their former player.

“We came up short last year,” coach Andy
Reid said. “It kind of fell on Dee, but it
wasn’t Dee at all. It was all of us were 4
inches short. And everybody took that
responsibility to heart.”

The Niners were the big beneficiaries as
Ford was a big piece in the team’s rebuild
that has transformed them from 4-12 to the
Super Bowl in one season.

Bolstering the pass rush was the top
offseason priority and the additions of Ford
and No. 2 overall draft pick Nick Bosa have
turned a struggling unit into one of the
league’s most feared.

The Niners finished tied for fifth in the
league with 48 sacks and sixth with 27
takeaways a year after having only 37 sacks
and generating a record-low seven takeaways.

“When you’ve got a guy like Dee Ford
who possesses the speed he does off the
edge, it creates so much space for the guys
inside,” defensive coordinator Robert Saleh
said. 

“Whenever you’ve got a guy outside that
can create the space where you get a true
one-on-one where they can’t get a hand on
you, there’s no makeshift double-team. It
just makes everybody on the defensive line
better. It kind of unlocks everything. He’s a
major asset. That’s why he’s one of the best
in football. That’s why he was sought after
after this last season.”

Ford dealt with injuries during the
regular season and finished with only 61⁄2

sacks while playing only four snaps over the
final six games.

But he returned from the hamstring
injury in the playoffs and had a sack against
the Vikings in the divisional round. He’s
ready to do even more against his old
teammates, who know how dangerous his
speed can be.

“Going up against him in practice was
terrible,” Chiefs left tackle Eric Fisher said.
“He’s so quick and so fast. It’s always a

tough matchup. You always hoped he’d go
to the other side.”

The Niners’ pressure rate jumps from
22.7% when Ford isn’t on the field to 34.2%
when he is playing, according to NFL
NextGen stats, a sign of his importance.

The Niners also figure to move Ford
around on Sunday and they have even used
him inside against guards in the playoffs,
giving offenses a different look with Bosa
and Ford lined up next to each other.

“I like to think offensive linemen, they’re
creatures of habit, so when they see the
same guy over and over and over again, they
can really get comfortable in knowing how
to set against a certain person,” defensive
tackle DeForest Buckner said. 

“But when you change it up and you put
somebody different standing up, somebody
like Dee, over a guard, they kind of freeze
up, and they’re like, ‘Oh, I haven’t seen this
guy all day.’ Dee is so fast that he can get on
the edge real quick in that tiny space. Just
being able to change it up, change up the
looks against all the offensive linemen,
being able to move guys around is really
effective.”

DE Dee Ford (55) has thrived with the Niners after being dealt from the Chiefs.

TONY AVELAR/AP 

Life on the other side
After blunder with KC last
season, Niners’ Ford looks 
to keep Chiefs from title

By Josh Dubow
Associated Press 

A blunder by then-Chiefs DE Dee Ford, not pictured, allowed the Patriots’ Rex Burkhead
(34) to score the winning TD in overtime during last season AFC Championship game. 

DAVID EULITT/GETTY

MIAMI — He grew his hair so long, it
flowed out of his helmet and obscured
the name on the back of his jersey. 

Didn’t matter. Everyone knew where
to find Troy Polamalu on Sundays. 

The Steelers great earned a spot in the
Hall of Fame on Saturday along with
another hard-hitting safety, Steve At-
water of Denver. Also making it were
receiver Isaac Bruce, running back
Edgerrin James and guard Steve
Hutchinson.

Polamalu said he went six or seven
years, maybe longer, without cutting his
hair during the prime of his career,
which lasted from 2003-14. But as much
as for the hair, he earned the nickname
“Tasmanian Devil” for how he changed
the way people thought about the safety
position — bolting around the field,
making plays from practically anywhere.
No quarterback, runner or receiver was
safe. 

Selected in his first year of eligibility,
Polamalu was a four-time All-Pro, was
voted to eight Pro Bowls and finished
with two Super Bowl rings in three trips.
His pick-6 against Joe Flacco in the 2008
AFC title game was part of a dominating
performance in what might have been
his best season; he had seven intercep-
tions that year and the Steelers won the
Super Bowl. 

Though game-changing safeties were
nothing new to the league, Polamalu
could line up near the linebackers, or the
defensive linemen, or deep in the
backfield, and wreck a game plan from
any of those spots. 

“He’s waking people up to the impact
a safety can have in today’s game,”
another safety, John Lynch, said in an
interview while Polamalu was in his
prime. 

Lynch, in Miami this week as GM of
the 49ers, was also among the 15 finalists
whose resumes were debated and dis-
cussed throughout the day by the panel
of four dozen voters. But he did not make
the cut. Neither did Tony Boselli, the
dominant Jaguars offensive lineman
whose career lasted only 91 games
because of shoulder injuries. The Jag-
uars are still without a player in the hall. 

An offensive lineman did make it,
though. It was Steve Hutchinson, who
played guard for the Seahawks, Vikings
and Titans over a 12-year career. He’d
been a finalist in all three years since
becoming eligible and broke through in
this, a class that didn’t include any slam
dunks — or a single quarterback among
the list of finalists.

Atwater made it — in his 16th year of
eligibility, no less. — and became the first
home-grown Broncos defender to join
the hall. (An honor many in Denver
believe should belong to Orange Crush
linebacker Randy Gradishar.)

A two-time All-Pro who won two
Super Bowls, Atwater prowled the
backfield and delivered vicious hits to
anyone coming across. One irony of
Atwater’s late-recognized greatness is
that many of his whiplash-inducing hits
would be illegal in today’s NFL. 

Though receivers were mostly at risk,
it was his shoulder-to-shoulder disinte-
gration of 250-pound Chiefs running
back Christian Okyoe, “The Nigerian
Nightmare,” while mic’d up on “Monday
Night Football” in 1990 that truly put
Atwater on the map. 

James may not have had a singular
moment like that, but he was a bastion of
versatility and durability. He made a
name for himself with his ability to carve
out room on the ground while playing in
Peyton Manning’s offense with the Colts
from 1999-2005. James also played three
seasons with the Cardinals and a half-
year with the Seahawks. 

James finished with more than 3,300
yards receiving and more than 12,000
yards rushing. He won the NFL rushing
title in 1999 and 2000, no small thing
given Manning was revving up his career
at the time.

Bruce was a headliner in “The Great-
est Show on Turf,” the pass-happy attack
run by Hall of Fame quarterback Kurt
Warner when the Rams were in St.
Louis. This was Bruce’s sixth season of
eligibility and his fourth time as a finalist. 

His 15,208 yards receiving over 16
seasons were second in the NFL record
book when he retired in 2009. But he
was never selected an AP All-Pro, and
some critics dismissed his stats as being
more a sign of his longevity and the
passing era he played in than any mark of
true greatness.

There were no seniors announced
Saturday, as they were folded into the
hall’s special centennial class of induct-
ees who are being honored as part of the
NFL’s 100th anniversary. Among the
old-timers who were announced last
month were Harold Carmichael, Donnie
Shell and Alex Karras.

HALL OF FAME 

Safeties
Polamalu,
Atwater
get call
Offensive stalwarts Bruce,
James, Hutchinson also
elected to 2020 class

By Eddie Pells
Associated Press

MIAMI — Lamar Jackson’s stunning
season not only earned him The Associated
Press NFL Most Valuable Player Award, but
he won it unanimously.

That’s right: The second-year quarter-
back of the Ravens joins Tom Brady as the
only players to receive every vote for MVP. 

Jackson drew all 50 votes from a
nationwide panel of media members who
regularly cover the league. The Ravens’
All-Pro set an NFL record for yards rushing
by a quarterback (1,206) and led an offense
that compiled more yards on the ground
(3,296) than any in league history. The
Ravens won their final 12 games of the
regular season to finish a league-best 14-2.

Brady achieved the feat in 2010. And like
Brady, Jackson’s special season did not
include a championship.

The Ravens were big winners at NFL
Honors on Saturday. John Harbaugh won
coaching honors, and his offensive coor-
dinator, Greg Roman, took best assistant
coach honors.

Jaguars edge rusher Calais Campbell
won the Walter Payton Man of the Year
award, in recognition of outstanding com-
munity service activities off the field, as well
as excellence on the field.

The Titans’ Ryan Tannehill earned the
Comeback Player award by one vote over
Jimmy Garoppolo, who will quarterback
the 49ers in Sunday’s Super Bowl. 

The Saints’ Michael Thomas took top
offensive player honors, while the Patriots’
Stephon Gilmore grabbed the defensive
player award.

Rookie honors went to 49ers edge rusher
Nick Bosa and Cardinals quarterback Kyler
Murray, the top overall pick in last April’s
draft.

Thomas is only the second wide receiver
to win Offensive Player of the Year. He is in
good company: The other receiver to take
the honor was Hall of Famer Jerry Rice in

1987 and 1993.
While Rice holds virtually all of the

significant NFL receiving records, Thomas
has one that made a huge difference with
the voters. 

Thomas caught a league-record 149
passes for 1,725 yards and nine touchdowns.
He also played five games without regular
quarterback Drew Brees, yet made 42
catches in those outings.

Gilmore is the first cornerback in a
decade to win Defensive Player of the Year.

Considered one of the game’s best cover
cornerbacks, the All-Pro made his eighth
pro season his best with a career-high six
interceptions that tied for the NFL lead.
Gilmore was a key member of the league’s
stingiest defense in 2019; The Patriots
allowed 225 points in winning an 11th
straight AFC East title.

For leading the Ravens to the NFL’s best
record, including a 12-game winning streak
to end the regular season, Harbaugh joined
brother Jim (2011) as Coach of the Year.

“This is a blessing. This is a privilege to be
part of this whole thing,” he said.

NFL HONORS 

Ravens’ Jackson wins MVP unanimously
Harbaugh named league’s 
top coach after 14-2 season 

By Barry Wilner
Associated Press 
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The Kansas City Chiefs and San Francisco 49ers will meet in 
the Super Bowl on Sunday at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Fla. 

As the NFL world readies for the season finale, here are 54 things
for those in the Chicago area to know about Super Bowl LIV.

I
The 49ers are making their seventh Super Bowl
appearance, second-most of any NFC team. The
Cowboys have made an NFC-high eight Super Bowl

trips. In the AFC, the Patriots (11), Steelers (8) and
Broncos (8) also have reached the sport’s biggest stage at
least seven times. The 49ers are 5-1 in Super Bowls.

II
The Chiefs are making their third appearance in
the Super Bowl, one of 22 franchises to play in the
game multiple times. Teams that have played in the

Super Bowl only once are the Saints, Cardinals, Titans,
Buccaneers, Chargers and Jets. Those still waiting for
their first trip are the Browns, Lions, Jaguars and Texans.

III
The Chiefs’ first Super Bowl appearance was in
1966, in what is now known as Super Bowl I.
The Chiefs lost to the Packers 35-10. At the time,

the game was referred to as the AFL-NFL World
Championship Game. The Super Bowl moniker wasn’t
formally added to the event until 1969, before the third
playing of the title game.

IV
The Super Bowl title is widely credited to
Chiefs and AFL founder Lamar Hunt. Hunt, as
legend has it, threw the name out as a

brainstorming idea in a memo to Commissioner Pete
Rozelle. The title stuck better than other suggestions
from Rozelle, such as “The Big One” or “World Series of
Football.” The roman numerals accompanying the
championship matchups became a thing beginning with
Super Bowl V, in which the Colts beat the Cowboys 16-13.

V
This Super Bowl will feature two of the fastest
offenses in the NFL. According to Next Gen Stats,
Chiefs ball carriers had an average top speed of

13.36 mph, ranked first, while 49ers ball carriers had an
average top speed of 13.35 mph, ranked second. Chiefs
wide receiver Tyreek Hill is the fastest of all. He has
reached 20-plus mph 24 times over the last two years,
ahead of Giants running back Saquon Barkley (14) and
Bears kick returner/receiver Cordarrelle Patterson (11).

VI
Players on the winning team will receive
$124,000 this year, while players on the losing
team will receive $62,000. Players on the

49ers and Chiefs already have earned $87,000 for their
participation in the divisional-round and conference
championship games. Oddly, players on the AFC Pro
Bowl team, which beat the NFC team 38-33 on Sunday,
received $70,000 for the win — more than the Super Bowl
losers.

VII
Since the start of the 2018 season, the Chiefs
have averaged 401 yards per game and
scored 132 offensive touchdowns (postsea-

son included). For comparison’s sake, the Bears have
averaged 310 yards per game with 73 offensive touch-
downs.

VIII
The 49ers defensive line includes five
first-round draft picks: Dee Ford (Chiefs,
2014), Arik Armstead (49ers, 2015),

DeForest Buckner (49ers, 2016), Solomon Thomas
(49ers, 2017) and Nick Bosa (49ers, 2019). The 49ers were
the only team to have four or more players with 6½ sacks
or more in 2019: Armstead (10), Bosa (nine), Buckner
(7½) and Ford (6½). The group also helped limit the
Vikings and Packers to 83 combined rushing yards in the
two playoff games, the second-lowest total in the Super
Bowl era (minimum two games) behind the 2014 Ravens,
who allowed 82 yards.

IX
The 49ers’ last Super Bowl victory came 25
years ago, on Jan. 29, 1995, in Super Bowl
XXIX at what was then called Joe Robbie

Stadium and now is Hard Rock Stadium. Behind Super
Bowl MVP Steve Young, the 49ers scored on four of their
first five possessions to build a 28-10 first-half lead and
cruised to a 49-26 thrashing of the Chargers. Young threw
for 325 yards and six touchdowns. Jerry Rice caught 10
passes for 149 yards with three TDs.

X
Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes was
drafted with the No. 10 pick in 2017. The Chiefs
traded up 17 spots, sending the No. 27 pick plus a

third-round selection and a 2018 first-rounder to the Bills
to land their franchise quarterback. The selection of
Mahomes came eight picks after the Bears traded from
No. 3 to No. 2 to draft Mitch Trubisky.

XI
With the three picks acquired from the Chiefs
in the Patrick Mahomes deal, the Bills first
drafted cornerback Tre’Davious White at No.

27 in 2017. They traded the third-round selection (No. 91)
as part of a four-pick swap that allowed them to jump
from No. 44 to No. 37 to select receiver Zay Jones. And in
2018, the Bills traded the first-round pick that originally
belonged to the Chiefs to the Ravens as part of a deal to
move up to select outside linebacker Tremaine Edmunds.

XII
Patrick Mahomes, at 23, was the league
MVP in 2018 after throwing for 5,097 yards
and 50 touchdowns. That made him the

fourth player in NFL history to win the MVP award
before turning 24. The others were Jim Brown, Walter
Payton and Dan Marino.

XIII
Only two quarterbacks have won a Super
Bowl before turning 25. Ben Roethlis-
berger was 23 and in his second season in

2005 when he helped propel the Steelers to a win in
Super Bowl XL. Roethlisberger remains the youngest
quarterback to ever win a Super Bowl. Tom Brady was 24
years old when he won the first of his six Super Bowls,
sparking a 20-17 Patriots upset of the Rams in Super Bowl
XXXVI. Patrick Mahomes could become the second-
youngest quarterback to win a Super Bowl on Sunday. 

XIV
In 35 career starts (including playoffs),
here is Patrick Mahomes’ per-game
stat line: 23 of 35, 303 yards, 2.5

touchdowns, 0.5 interceptions and a 109.6 passer rating.

XV
During the Chiefs’ eight-game winning
streak that started in Week 11, Patrick
Mahomes has thrown 16 touchdown passes.

Bears quarterbacks Mitch Trubisky and Chase Daniel
combined for 20 touchdown passes for the entire season.

XVI
Over the last two seasons, Patrick
Mahomes has thrown for 25 touch-
downs on deep passes — measured as

throws with 20 or more air yards — the most in the NFL,
according to Next Gen Stats. In the 2019 regular season,
he had 50 pass plays that gained 20 or more yards and 15
of 40-plus yards. The 49ers and Bills were tied in the
regular season by allowing a league-low 34 passes of 20
yards or more and five of 40-plus yards.

XVII
Patrick Mahomes has connected
with tight end Travis Kelce 13 times
for 164 yards and three touchdowns

in the playoffs. In the regular season, Kelce caught 97
passes for 1,229 yards and five touchdowns. Over the last
six seasons, Kelce has averaged 85 catches, 1,078 yards
and six touchdowns.

XVIII
Jimmy Garoppolo, the 49ers
quarterback, is an Arlington
Heights native who played at

Rolling Meadows High School and starred at Eastern Illinois.

XIX
The Patriots traded Jimmy Garoppolo
to the 49ers in October 2017 for a
second-round pick. Garoppolo’s first

victory as the 49ers starter came in December of that
season, a 15-14 win over the Bears at Soldier Field.
Including the playoffs, Garoppolo has a 21-5 record.

XX
Jimmy Garoppolo’s 3,987 passing yards
this season would have broken the Bears
single-season record. His 27 touchdown

passes would have placed him third on the Bears
single-season list behind Erik Kramer (29 in 1995) and
Jay Cutler (28 in 2014).

XXI
The Bears were high on Jimmy Garop-
polo heading into the 2014 draft, with
key talent evaluators and front-office

executives lauding his quick release, accuracy and
self-confidence. Leaguewide, the curiosity around
Garoppolo’s potential was high. Ultimately, the Bears
passed on Garoppolo in the second round, selecting
defensive lineman Ego Ferguson at No. 51. The Patriots,
with Tom Brady entrenched as their starter, rolled the
dice on Garoppolo 11 picks later. Ferguson played 20
games in two seasons with the Bears, recording 13 tackles
and two sacks. He was waived in the spring of 2017 and
never played another down in the league.

XXII
The Bears didn’t seem desperate for
quarterback help leading into the
2014 draft. Just 3½ months earlier,

general manager Phil Emery had given Jay Cutler $54
million guaranteed in a seven-year contract extension
that Emery hoped would keep Cutler in the organization
through 2020. The Bears did draft a quarterback in 2014,
choosing David Fales out of San Jose State with the 183rd
pick in Round 6. Four weeks later, they signed free agent
Jimmy Clausen to be their backup.

XXIII
Jimmy Garoppolo appeared in 17
games and made two starts dur-
ing 3½ seasons with the Patriots.

He started the first two games of 2016, wins over the
Cardinals and Dolphins, while Tom Brady was serving a
four-game suspension. In his second start, Garoppolo
threw for 232 yards and three touchdowns in the first half
before suffering a game-ending shoulder injury.

SUPER BOWL

The Chiefs’ Patrick Mahomes could become the

second-youngest quarterback to win a Super Bowl.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Chiefs coach Andy Reid, right, speaks with former

Bears special teams coordinator Dave Toub in 2013.

DAVID EULITT/MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE 

Chiefs cornerback Kendall Fuller is the brother of the

Bears’ Kyle Fuller.

REED HOFFMANN/AP 

Chiefs quarterbacks coach Mike Kafka played at St.

Rita High School and Northwestern.
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LIV

By Dan Wiederer and Colleen Kane

6 Chicago Tribune | Chicago Sports | Section 3 | Sunday, February 2, 2020 B



7B Chicago Tribune | Chicago Sports | Section 3 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

XXIV
Arguably the most impressive
performance of Jimmy Garop-
polo’s 2019 season was a 349-

yard, four-touchdown outing in a 48-46 road win over the
Saints in early December. Garoppolo capped that victory
by leading the 49ers 63 yards in six plays in the final
minute to set up a winning field goal as time expired. The
49ers, Saints and Packers finished the regular season with
13-3 records, and the 49ers earned the top seed in the
NFC via tiebreaker.

XXV
Jimmy Garoppolo threw for 741
yards and eight touchdowns in two
wins over the Cardinals in Weeks 9

and 11.

XXVI
Any notion that Jimmy Garop-
polo is merely a game manager
is misguided. Garoppolo fin-

ished the regular season ranked third in passing yards per
attempt (8.36) and eighth in passer rating (102.0).

XXVII
Chiefs coach Andy Reid is
making his second trip to the
Super Bowl in his 21st season

and 15th playoff appearance as a head coach. Reid, 61, last
went to the Super Bowl 15 years ago, when his Eagles fell
24-21 to the Patriots in Super Bowl XXXIX.

XXVIII
Andy Reid is a mentor to
Bears coach Matt Nagy,
and the two remain close.

Nagy and Reid were in constant communication this
season. “He’s just a calming presence,” Nagy said. “He’s
somebody that I trust as a friend, as a mentor. … He’s
taught me to be who I am as a coach and taught me to be
myself as a human being. So when those times arise
where you need a little bit of advice from somebody who’s
been through something, he’s the guy I go to.”

XXIX
Mentor got the best of protege
in Week 16. Andy Reid’s Chiefs
hammered Matt Nagy’s Bears

26-3 at Soldier Field.

XXX
Chiefs general manager Brett
Veach is also a close friend of Matt
Nagy’s. The two were college

teammates at Delaware. Nagy has repeatedly credited
Veach for helping to get him into professional coaching.
Nagy was working in real estate in 2009 when Veach
persuaded him to take time off for a second internship
with the Eagles. That led to Nagy’s first full-time coaching
job in Philadelphia the next season.

XXXI
Andy Reid’s coaching tree has
many limbs beyond Matt Nagy.
Among Reid’s former assistants

who recently have had head coaching jobs are Ravens
coach John Harbaugh, Bills coach Sean McDermott,
Eagles coach Doug Pederson, Redskins coach Ron Rivera
and former Giants coach Pat Shurmur. 

XXXII
Kyle Shanahan, the 49ers
coach, is back at the Super
Bowl three seasons after one

of his greatest career heartbreaks. Shanahan was the
Falcons offensive coordinator in 2016 and helped them to
a 28-3 second-half lead in Super Bowl LI. But the Falcons
sputtered on offense over the final quarter and a half and
blew the lead. The Patriots won 34-28 in overtime.

XXXIII
The sting of that loss still
sits with Kyle Shanahan,
who was criticized

harshly for his play calling down the stretch. But
Shanahan has made it clear he was able to move on from
that setback. “There were definitely parts in that Super
Bowl that I would love to have back and stuff I was very
hard on myself (about),” he said. “But the whole narrative
of, ‘If I would’ve just ran it, we would’ve won …’ I know
that wasn’t the case. I know what went into that game and
all the stuff that happened, so that stuff didn’t bother me.
You’ve got to deal with that and listen to other people. But
it was nice to be able to move on and move out here and
just keep working.”

XXXIV
Kyle Shanahan’s dad,
Mike, won two Super
Bowls as the Broncos

head coach. Mike Shanahan is from Oak Park, attended
East Leyden High School and went on to Eastern Illinois.
They are the first father-son duo to lead teams to the
Super Bowl as head coaches.

XXXV
Two former Bears will fig-
ure prominently into the
special teams battle. Chiefs

special teams coordinator Dave Toub was with the Bears
for nine seasons as an assistant to Lovie Smith. And 49ers
kicker Robbie Gould worked under Toub for his first
eight seasons in the league. Both were with the Bears in
2006 when they made it to Super Bowl XLI — played at
the same stadium, then called Dolphin Stadium. Gould
made a 44-yard field goal and two extra points in the 29-17
loss to the Colts. Toub helped design the return that
produced Devin Hester’s 92-yard touchdown on the
opening kickoff. “Greatest moment of my life coaching,”
Toub said this week.

XXXVI
Robbie Gould has never
missed a field goal in the
postseason, a perfect 13-

for-13 with makes from (in chronological order) 41, 49, 19,
43, 24, 44, 26, 40, 35, 21, 54, 27 and 42 yards. In January
2007, Gould made a tying 41-yard field goal late in the
fourth quarter of the Bears’ playoff opener against the
Seahawks. In overtime of that game, he nailed a 49-yarder
to send the Bears to the NFC championship game with a
27-24 win.

XXXVII
This will be Robbie
Gould’s 10th career
postseason game and

second Super Bowl appearance. He played in six playoff
games with the Bears, one with the Giants and this will be
his third with the 49ers.

XXXVIII
Robbie Gould’s 12-
season run with
the Bears ended on

Labor Day weekend in 2016. The Bears’ all-time leading
scorer was a surprise cut by general manager Ryan Pace,
who replaced him with journeyman Connor Barth.
“Every decision we make is about improving our team,”
Pace said. “These are all carefully discussed and these
decisions never happen just on a whim. But when a player
comes available that we feel good about, we have to
consider it. And sometimes we have to make the hard
decisions.”

XXXIX
The Bears have had 11
kickers under contract
since Robbie Gould’s de-

parture, including five who have kicked in a regular-
season game. That quintet — Connor Barth, Cairo Santos,
Mike Nugent, Cody Parkey and Eddy Pineiro — has gone
83-for-104 (79.8%) on field goals, including playoffs, and
98-for-106 (92.5%) on PATs since the start of the 2016
season. In that same span, Gould is 105-for-116 (90.5%) on
field goals and 116-for-124 (93.5%) on extra points.

XL
Robbie Gould missed eight field goals
during the 2019 regular season, his 74.2%
accuracy registering as the worst of his

15-year career.

XLI
George Kittle was the ninth tight end
selected in the 2017 draft, taken in the
fifth round with the 146th pick. Tight

ends chosen ahead of Kittle that year were O.J. Howard
(Buccaneers), Evan Engram (Giants), David Njoku
(Browns), Gerald Everett (Rams), Adam Shaheen (Bears),
Jonnu Smith (Titans), Michael Roberts (Lions) and Jake
Butt (Broncos).

XLII
George Kittle has 2,945 career receiv-
ing yards, the most by a tight end in his
first three seasons. Mike Ditka held

the previous record with 2,774 yards in his first three
seasons with the Bears (1961-63). The only tight end with
more receiving yards over the last three seasons is the
Chiefs’ Travis Kelce with 3,603.

XLIII
Katie Sowers, a 49ers offensive
assistant, will be the first woman to
coach in the Super Bowl. She also

will be the first openly LGBTQ coach, according to NFL
Research. She is in her fourth season in the NFL and
second in her current role. She played in the Women’s
Football Alliance for eight years.

XLIV
Tevin Coleman, a 49ers running
back, played at Oak Forest High
School and could play in his

second Super Bowl in four seasons. He had seven carries
for 29 yards and a touchdown catch in the Falcons’ 34-28
loss to the Patriots in Super Bowl LI. In his first season in
San Francisco, Coleman had 137 carries for 544 yards and
six touchdowns, and he added a big game in the playoff
victory over the Vikings with 22 carries for 105 yards and
two touchdowns. But he dislocated his right shoulder
against the Packers in the NFC championship game, and
his status for the Super Bowl remains in question. 

XLV
Laken Tomlinson, the 49ers left
guard, played in high school at Lane
Tech. Tomlinson, a first-round pick

by the Lions in 2015, has started 47 games over three
seasons in San Francisco. A double major in psychology
and evolutionary anthropology at Duke, he told the San
Francisco Chronicle that after his playing career he wants
to attend medical school, become a neurosurgeon and
build a hospital in his native Jamaica.

XLVI
Chiefs quarterbacks coach Mike
Kafka played at St. Rita High
School and Northwestern. He to-

taled 3,725 yards of offense in his senior season with the
Wildcats and finished his college career by throwing for
532 yards with four touchdowns and five interceptions in
an overtime loss to Auburn in the Outback Bowl. 

XLVII
Other players participating in
this year’s Super Bowl who
played high school football in

the Chicago area include Chiefs offensive lineman Nick
Allegretti (Lincoln-Way East) and Chiefs linebacker Ben
Niemann (Sycamore). Allegretti was a three-year starter
at Illinois.

XLVIII
Raheem Mostert is coming off
a 220-yard, four-touchdown
performance in the 49ers’ 37-

20 NFC championship game drubbing of the Packers.
The 49ers have totaled 371 rushing yards in their two
playoff wins. Mostert’s 220 yards were a single-game
franchise record for the regular season or playoffs.

XLIX
Raheem Mostert has been with
seven NFL teams since entering
the league as an undrafted free

agent out of Purdue in 2015. Mostert was with the Bears
in 2016, primarily a member of the practice squad who
was promoted to the 53-man roster in September of that
season. He played in two regular-season games for the
Bears on special teams.

L
In the 49ers’ last Super Bowl appearance, a 34-31
loss to the Ravens on Feb. 3, 2013, Jim Harbaugh
was the coach and Colin Kaepernick was the

quarterback. Harbaugh was forced out of San Francisco
two seasons later and returned to the college ranks at his
alma mater, Michigan. Kaepernick, who threw for 302
yards with a touchdown and an interception and ran for a
touchdown, lasted only four more seasons in the NFL as
his activism became a public focal point. However,
running back Frank Gore, who rushed for 110 yards in the
game, just finished his 15th season, now with the Bills. 

LI
Nick Bosa, the 49ers defensive end and the Pro
Football Writers of America’s Rookie of the Year,
is the great-grandson of former Chicago mob-

ster Tony Accardo. Nicknamed “Joe Batters” by his
former boss, Al Capone, Accardo rose to become a
Chicago mob boss for decades. Bosa was born after
Accardo’s death in 1992. Bosa has many notable football
ties, too, including great-uncle Mike Pyle, who played for
the Bears for nine seasons.

LII
Chiefs cornerback Kendall Fuller is the
younger brother of Bears cornerback Kyle
Fuller. All four Fuller brothers, who grew up

in Baltimore, have played in the NFL. Vincent, a defensive
back, played in 76 games with the Titans and Lions from
2005 to 2011. Corey, a wide receiver, played in 28 games
for the Lions in 2014-15. Kyle has spent all five of his
seasons with the Bears. Kendall has played two seasons
with the Redskins and two with the Chiefs. 

LIII
Jimmie Ward, the 49ers free safety, was the
first Northern Illinois defender to garner
first-team All-America honors. USA To-

day and SI.com named him to their teams in 2013 after he
had seven interceptions and 17 passes defensed during his
senior season. A 2014 first-round pick by the 49ers, Ward
has battled injuries for much of his six-year career but put
together one of his most complete seasons in 2019. 

LIV
In addition to special teams coordinator
Dave Toub, who served in the same role
with the Bears from 2004 to 2012, other

Chiefs coaches with Chicago connections include wide
receivers coach Greg Lewis, who played at Rich South
and Illinois, and offensive line coach Andy Heck, who
played at Notre Dame and for the Bears from 1994 to ’98.
Among the 49ers coaching connections are passing game
coordinator Mike LaFleur, a former Elmhurst College
player and assistant and brother of Packers coach Matt
LaFleur, and quarterbacks coach Shane Day, who
coached Bears quarterbacks in 2010-11. 

Niners kicker Robbie Gould (9) is a perfect 13-for-13 on field goals in his postseason career. In January 2007, Gould kicked a game-winning 49-yarder to beat the Seahawks.

THEARON W. HENDERSON/GETTY-AFP

Niners quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo played at
Rolling Meadows High School and at Eastern Illinois.

DANIEL GLUSKOTER/AP 
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When the Chiefs have the ball
It’s not difficult to figure out how the Chiefs will approach any game.
QB Patrick Mahomes will test defenses with his arm and skill for
reading schemes. He has game-breakers in WRs Tyreek Hill and
Sammy Watkins, which means single coverage on either is a gamble.
TE Travis Kelce, left, is a first-down machine and a clutch performer
all around. Damien Williams keys the backfield and comes off two
exceptional postseason showings, even though Mahomes has often
been the leading rusher by creating the way he did in the AFC title
game with a brilliant tap dance down the sideline for a go-ahead
score. That puts a huge onus on the 49ers to get an effective pass
rush, something they have done virtually every week. They will harass
Mahomes with a front seven led by rookie Nick Bosa (97), a force on
the outside. DT DeForest Buckner has had a strong impact, and LBs
Fred Warner and Kwon Alexander, who is finally healthy, are
formidable. Having edge rusher Dee Ford, who was a Chief last season,
bolsters the unit. They will
challenge a good Chiefs
offensive line anchored by
RT Mitchell Schwartz and LT
Eric Fisher. But if the O-line
holds true, the 49ers could
struggle in coverage against
the speedy Chiefs wideouts.
CB Richard Sherman remains
outstanding, even if the rest of
the secondary isn’t at his level.

Special teams
The Chiefs have a dangerous kick returner in Mecole Hardman, one
of the NFL’s fastest players. The rookie gets antsy to return it, though,
and that can lead to bad decisions. Harrison Butker is a reliable
placekicker with good range. He did miss three extra points, one
fewer than his misses on field goals. Veteran punter Dustin Colquitt
had a kick blocked by the Texans for a TD, but he’s generally reliable. 

Coaching
Andy Reid lost in the Super Bowl with the Eagles after the 2004
season, but he has a better team now. He has been masterful in
handling Mahomes and the schemes that make the Chiefs offense so
dangerous. He was wise enough to bring in an aggressive defensive
coordinator after last year’s debacle cost them a shot at a ring. After a
slow start, Steve Spagnuolo’s system has taken hold. 

Super 

Nick Fierro
The Morning Call (Allentown) | Eagles reporter

Teams that get after the quarterback as
well as the 49ers have success in this
game. In the last 15 years, all six teams

with more than 55 sacks
entering the Super Bowl won
it. But none of those teams
faced Patrick Mahomes. 
Chiefs 30, 49ers 27 

Colleen Kane
Chicago Tribune | Bears reporter

The 49ers, with a solid rushing attack, a
formidable defense and Jimmy Garoppolo
at quarterback, are the more complete

team. But Chiefs should be
able to conjure more magic
as coach Andy Reid gets
the ring he deserves.
Chiefs 34, 49ers 31

Mike Preston 
The Baltimore Sun | Ravens columnist

The 49ers’ front seven might be as fast
as any in the last 15 years. But the
Chiefs will counter with their own

speed, especially at the
receiver position. Plus,
great quarterbacks can
dominate the postseason. 
Chiefs 21, 49ers 17

Jonas Shaffer 
The Baltimore Sun | Ravens reporter

Mahomes figures to reach the
mountaintop sometime this decade.
Why not do it in his first Super Bowl

and with Reid? The Chiefs
have held up well in pass
protection recently, which
bodes well.
Chiefs 31, 49ers 23 

JAMIE SQUIRE/GETTY (KELCE)
ABBIE PARR/GETTY (KITTLE)
GETTY PHOTOS (BOSA, MATHIEU)

CHIEFS VS. 49ERS
5:30 P.M. SUNDAY, FOX-32 

Hard Rock Stadium | Miami Gardens, Fla.

2015
(11-5)

Lost in 
divisonal 

round

2017
(10-6)

Lost in 
wild-card  

round

2016
(12-4)

Lost in 
divisonal 

round

2018
(12-4)

Lost in 
AFC title  

game

2019
(12-4)

THE INEVITABLE
Regular-season wins for the Chiefs since 2015

45
Victories for the Chiefs  
in the four seasons before 
this one.   
The Chiefs ranked second in 

the NFL in wins from 2015-18 

with a 45-19 record (.703). The only team with  

more wins in the span was the Patriots, who  

played in the last three Super Bowls.

Top 4 (2015-18) Win pct.

1 Patriots 50-14 .781

2 Chiefs 45-14 .703

3 Steelers 43-20-1 .680

4 Vikings 40-23-1 .633

@Mexico City

Made 
playoffs?

THE CHIEFS 

Sept. 8

@JAC
Won 

40-26

Sept. 15

@OAK
Won 

28-10

Sept. 22

BAL
Won 

33-28

Sept. 29

@DET
Won 

34-30

Oct. 6

IND
Lost 
19-13

Oct. 13

HOU
Lost 

31-24

Oct. 17

@DEN
Won 
30-6

Oct. 27

GB
Lost 

31-24

Nov. 3

MIN
Won 

26-23

Nov. 10

@TEN
Lost 

35-32

Nov. 18

LAC
Won 
24-17

Dec. 1

OAK
Won 
40-9

Dec. 8

@NE
Won 
23-16

Dec. 15

DEN
Won 
23-3

Dec. 22

@CHI
Won 
26-3

Dec. 29

LAC
Won 
31-21

Div.

HOU
Won 
51-31

AFC

TEN
Won 

35-24

HOW THE CHIEFS GOT HERE > > >

 DEPTH CHART

 OFFENSE

WR  10  Tyreek Hill
 11 Demarcus Robinson 
 13 Byron Pringle
LT 72 Eric Fisher
  75 Cam Erving
LG 77 Andrew Wylie
 61 Stefen Wisniewski
C 62 Austin Reiter
 73 Nick Allegretti
RG 76 L. Duvernay-Tardif
 60 Ryan Hunter
RT 71 Mitchell Schwartz
 68 Jackson Barton
TE 87 Travis Kelce
 81 Blake Bell
 82 Deon Yelder
WR 14 Sammy Watkins
 17 Mecole Hardman
QB 15 Patrick Mahomes
 8 Matt Moore
 4 Chad Henne
RB 26 Damien Williams
 25 LeSean McCoy
 34 Darwin Thompson
FB 42 Anthony Sherman

 DEFENSE

LDE  92 Tanoh Kpassagnon
 94 Terrell Suggs 
LDT 95 Chris Jones
 99 Khalen Saunders
RDT 91 Derrick Nnadi
 64 Mike Pennel
 98 Xavier Williams
RDE 55 Frank Clark
 52 Demone Harris
LB 53 Anthony Hitchens
 56 Ben Niemann
 50 Darron Lee
LB 54 Damien Wilson
 59 Reggie Ragland
 44 Dorian O’Daniel
LCB 35 Charvarius Ward
 30 Alex Brown
FS 49 Daniel Sorensen
 23 Armani Watts
SS 32 Tyrann Mathieu
 24 Jordan Lucas
RCB 21 Bashaud Breeland
 20 Morris Claiborne
CB 29 Kendall Fuller
 27 Rashad Fenton

 SPECIAL TEAMS

P 2 Dustin Colquitt
K 7 Harrison Butker

LS 41 James Winchester
 — Chiefs.com
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Dee Brown is quick to point out
the differences between him and
Ayo Dosunmu.

Dosunmu, an Illinois sopho-
more, doesn’t play the same way
Brown did from 2002-06. The
two don’t have the same body
types. They don’t play the same
position.

“He just wears No. 11 too,”
Brown said.

True. Brown, a 6-foot-1 point guard, won
over Illini fans with his orange headband
holding down his braids, helping his team
win two Big Ten titles and reach the 2005
NCAA Tournament championship game.
Appearing on Sports Illustrated’s March
Madness cover, popping his jersey and
appearing to let out a yelp, Brown became
an indelible image symbolic of Illinois’
prominence in college basketball.

Dosunmu, a 6-5 sophomore shooting
guard, is trying to rekindle the program,
leading the No. 19 Illini during their seven-
game winning streak and a share of first
place in the conference.

Brown repeatedly gives credit to other
talented players who followed him: Bran-
don Paul, Demetri McCamey, Malcolm Hill.

But Dosunmu is special.
Not since Brown has a player been so

synonymous with the orange and blue. Not
since Brown has a player provided so much
promise. Not since Brown has a player
wooed Illini fans with his charismatic smile,
clutch shooting, court swagger and public
proclamations of adoration for the uni-
versity.

“The impact of the program he’s having is
why people compare him to me,” said
Brown, an Illinois-Chicago assistant coach.
“Ayo is another star coming through and
putting on for the program. It’s exciting to
see. People understand how prestigious that
place is, and they expect you to go in and do
big things. I’m proud of him and all those
guys.”

In the 14 seasons since Brown’s gradua-
tion, the Illini have made only four NCAA
Tournament appearances — none in the last
six seasons — while finishing in the top
three in the Big Ten only once.

The Illini (16-5, 8-2) are off to their best
conference start since 2005 with much
thanks to Dosunmu’s late-game heroics.

“It all comes from preparation,” said
Dosunmu, whose 16 points per game lead
the Illini.

He likes to quote assistant coach Chin
Coleman: “We didn’t come this far to come
this far.”

When he made his college decision as a
recruit from Morgan Park, Dosunmu
seemed to be following in the footsteps of
Brown — another proud Chicago-area

guard who played at Proviso East.
Dosunmu was listed by some
recruiting services as a five-star
prospect, making him the pro-
gram’s first since Brown in 2002.

Dosunmu, friends, family and
media gathered in the loft of the
downtown Jordan Brand store,
showing an artsy video with sky-
line shots and his basketball high-
lights before announcing his

decision to play for the Illini.
“I wanted to change the culture,” he said

that night.
Brown said he respects Dosunmu’s desire

to make his home-state team a basketball
force again.

“Picking Illinois for him was an unbeliev-
able decision,” Brown said. “People will
remember that. If he can deliver a Big Ten
championship, he’ll continue to build on his
legacy.”

A conference championship would be a
first since Brown’s junior season. That
would further connect the two.

And if Dosunmu chooses to stay at Illi-
nois for another season — or two — he could
stand on his own, Brown said. At his com-
mitment ceremony in high school, Do-
sunmu said he toyed with the idea of being a
one-and-done player, but after his freshman
season at Illinois he decided not to even test
the NBA draft waters.

Dosnumu has said he’s solely focused on
this season. Most NBA mock drafts don’t
show him on the board, and some scouts
speaking anonymously question his shoot-
ing consistency (48%) but think he could be
a two-way G-League player who works his
way onto a NBA team.

Brown said he doesn’t begrudge any
player from opting to start their professional
basketball career before his college eligibili-
ty is up. But Brown said if Dousunmu stays
— as Brown did — he could be a Champaign
legend.

“I never was a one-and-done, two-and-
done guy,” Brown said. “If he is going to be a
four-year guy, he’s going to go down as one
of the best to ever do it. He’s in that catego-
ry. I wouldn’t tell kids not to explore their
options and get paid what they do. I would
tell him it’s all about education and leaving a
legacy. I wasn’t 6-4 and as explosive and
nice as he is, but he has some decisions to
make about the legacy he leaves.”

Dosunmu isn’t too worried about that
now.

The Illini play at No. 18 Iowa on Sunday
and have a brutal February stretch after
that: against No. 15 Maryland, against No. 15
Michigan State, at No. 25 Rutgers and at No.
24 Penn State.

“I have a lot of work to do,” Dosunmu
said.

Ayo Dosunmu gets set on defense late in the Illini’s 59-51 victory over Minnesota on Thurs-

day in Champaign. 

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

A shot as ‘one
of the best’
Dee Brown says Dosunmu could be an orange-and-blue legend

Shannon
Ryan

On the Illini

Charlie Moore scored 21 points, but
dismal free-throw shooting led to another
Big East loss for DePaul.

The Blue Demons made 12 of 23 attempts
at the foul line, and Markus Howard scored
31 points in Marquette’s 76-72 win Saturday
afternoon in Milwaukee in a game DePaul
led most of the way.

The Demons (13-9, 1-8 Big East) lost their
fourth straight game following their upset of
then-No. 5 Butler two weeks earlier. They
shot 50% (29-for-58) from the field but made
only two 3-pointers on 10 attempts while

missing 11 free throws. Moore was 5-for-7
from the line, but his teammates combined
to go 7-for-16. 

Purdue 61, Northwestern 58: Sasha
Stefanovic drained a 3-pointer with four
seconds left for the Boilermakers (12-10, 5-6
Big Ten), who rallied from a 58-50 deficit
with 4:34 remaining in Evanston. Pat
Spencer (10 points) missed a 3-point attempt
in the closing seconds for the Wildcats (6-15,
1-10). Miller Kopp led Northwestern with 15
points, and Boo Buie scored 12 off the bench.
Trevion Williams and Eric Hunter Jr. scored
13 points each for Purdue.

LOCAL ROUNDUP 

DePaul drops to 1-8 in Big East play
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — This, es-
sentially, was where Sofia Kenin was
going to win or lose the Australian Open
final: She was down love-40 while
serving at 2-all in the third set against
two-time major champion Garbine
Muguruza.

Kenin sensed this was the moment
that would matter. Up in the stands of
Rod Laver Arena, so did her father, Alex,
who’s also her coach.

“I knew I had to take my chance,”
Kenin said. “I had to be brave.” 

Sure was. The 21-year-old American
won the next five points, each with a
winner — one an ace, the others clean
groundstrokes to cap exchanges of 11
shots or more — and was on her way to
becoming a Grand Slam champion.

Demonstrative as can be — whether
spiking a ball, dropping her red-white-
and-blue racket or slapping her thigh —
and at her best when necessary, the
14th-seeded Kenin won the first major
final of her career Saturday by coming
back to beat a fading Muguruza 4-6, 6-2,
6-2 at Melbourne Park.

“That’s the game I feel, like, changed
things. I had to play some (of my) best
tennis. I did,” Kenin said. “After that, I
was on fire. I was ready to take the
beautiful trophy.”

Kenin was so magnificent when it
mattered the most, saving 10 of 12 break
points she faced, while converting 5 of 6
that she earned.

“I’m not very happy about my per-
formance. At the important moments, I
didn’t find my shots,” Muguruza said. “I
think she found her shots. I didn’t.” 

Muguruza was visited by a trainer
after the second set and her movement
wasn’t ideal down the stretch. 

Nor was her serving: She double-
faulted eight times, including three in
the last game, one on championship
point. 

“A little bit lack of energy,” Muguruza
said. 

For quite some time, Kenin was
overlooked and underappreciated,
drawing much less attention than other
young tennis players from the U.S., such
as 15-year-old Coco Gauff — Kenin beat
her in the fourth round this week — and
18-year-old Amanda Anisimova.

Maybe it was because Kenin is only
5-foot-7. Maybe it was because she went
into last season with this resume: ranked
outside the top 50, yet to get past the
third round of a major, yet to win a
tour-level title.

Kenin will be taken more seriously
now. By everyone. She is the youngest
Australian Open champion since 2008,
when Maria Sharapova won the hard-
court tournament at age 20.

Kenin, who eliminated No. 1 Ash
Barty in the semifinals, is expected to
rise to No. 7 in Monday’s WTA rankings,
the youngest American to make her
debut in the top 10 since Serena
Williams in 1999.

“Those people that didn’t believe in
her, they had very valid reasons not to,
because she’s always been the smallest
one,“ Alex Kenin said the day before the
final. “But I guess, thank God, I saw
something that they didn’t. Because I
know her better. I feel pretty happy. I
guess I was right.”

Muguruza came into the day with a
far more formidable record. She has
been ranked No. 1 and won the French
Open in 2016 and Wimbledon in 2017 —
the only woman to beat each Williams
sister in a Grand Slam final. 

In the men’s final on Sunday, defend-
ing champion Novak Djokovic will face
Dominic Thiem, a 26-year-old Austrian
who was the runner-up to Rafael Nadal
at the French Open the past two years. 

Djokovic seeks a record-extending
eighth title at Melbourne Park and 17th
major trophy overall.

Thiem is trying to become the first
man born in the 1990s to win a Grand
Slam title.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN 

Kenin
wins her
1st major 

By Howard Fendrich
Assciated Press

21-year-old American rallies
to knock off Muguruza 

Sophia Kenin shows off the trophy after

winning the Australian Open. 

HANNAH PETERS/GETTY-AFP

SCOTTSDALE. Ariz. — Tony Finau
and Webb Simpson crashed golf’s biggest
party with some back-nine fireworks.

Finau shot a 9-under 62 on Saturday
to take a one-stroke lead over Simpson in
the Waste Management Phoenix Open,
making an eagle on the par-5 13th and
then, switching to a Kobe Bryant jersey
for one hole, a birdie on TPC Scottsdale’s
stadium par-3 16th.

“I had a perfect number for a sand
wedge and go ahead and fire right at the
pin,” Finau said. “Damn near made it.
That would have been pretty sweet with
the Kobe jersey on. But I like that shot.
That was pretty nice.”

Simpson had a hole-in-one on the
par-3 12th in a 64.

Second-round leader J.B. Holmes and
Hudson Swafford were two strokes
back. Holmes shot 70 and Swafford had
a 66. Holmes won at TPC Scottsdale in
2006 and 2008 for the first of his five
PGA Tour titles.

Xander Schauffele (66), Adam Long
(66) and Scott Piercy (68) were another
shot back.

Finau began his back-nine charge
with a birdie on 12, ran in a 20-footer for
the eagle on 13, then settled for birdie on
the par-5 15th after missing a 6 1⁄2-foot
eagle try.

After the birdie on the rowdy 16th, he
three-putted for par from the fringe on
the short par-4 17th — missing a 4-foot
birdie attempt — and saved par on the
par-4 18th after driving left into the first
section of the church pew bunkers.

“I missed the one on 15 where I
stuffed it in there and another one on 17,”
Finau said. “It would be nice to have
those back, I would have had the low
round of my career. But it was a beautiful
round of golf.”

The 30-year-old from Utah won the
2016 Puerto Rico Open for his lone PGA
Tour title.

“I look forward to tomorrow, my
game’s in a good place and I always tell
myself, Ẁhatever happens, you’re going
to learn from it and get better and
stronger as long as it doesn’t kill you,“’
Finau said. “I’m still standing here
punching and I’m going to do that for the
rest of my career. So, I got 18 holes to try
and win this golf tournament and my
expectation is exactly that.”

Simpson used a 7-iron on the 196-yard
12th. The ball bounced and rolled,
turning slightly to right as it lost speed.

“We figured with all the adjustments
and everything, playing 180 yards, which
is a perfect 7-iron for me and as soon as I
hit it I knew I hit a good shot,” Simpson
said. “I quit watching it because I can’t
see the green. I can’t really see that well,
to gauge how far it was from the hole. I
was looking at the crowd and they got
more excited and then their hands went
up. And at first my first thought was,

T̀hat couldn’t have gone in.’ And then it
dawned on me they were really excited,
so it was fun.”

He birdied 14 and 15, then saved bogey
on 17 with a 20-foot putt after driving
short and right into a bunker and taking
three more shots to get on the green. He
also scrambled on 18, making a 10-footer
for par after driving into the right rough.

The 2012 U.S. Open champion has five
PGA Tour victories, the last in the 2018
Players Championship. He lost a playoff
to Hideki Matsuyama at TPC Scottsdale
in 2017.

“The golf course has gotten more firm
every day, so it’s going to be challenging
tomorrow,” Simpson said. “But guys, I
think, are still looking at it as plenty of
birdie opportunities. This course is
playing shorter, so we’re having shorter
clubs in, even though the greens are
more firm.”

Jon Rahm was tied for 11th at 10 under
after a 68, playing alongside Finau. The
former Arizona State star can jump from
No. 3 to No. 1 in the world with a victory,
provided top-ranked Brooks Koepka —
tied for seventh with a round left in the
Saudi International — finishes out of the
top four.

“Can’t make a putt. If I could make a
putt, I would be happier,” Rahm said.
“But six back, hitting it good, I just can’t
seem to roll it in and at this point it just
seems like it’s a little bit too far to be able
to make it up. This course, it isn’t as easy
to make up distance.”

Finau’s big
day puts
him on top 
Eagle on 13th hole
highlights round of 62 

By John Nicholson
Associated Press

Tony Finau shot a 9-under 62 in the

third round of the Phoenix Open.

CHRISTIAN PETERSEN/GETTY-AFP
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GLENDALE, Ariz. – If the Black-
hawks fail to make the playoffs for a third
straight season, it would hit every player
hard.

But as much as Patrick Kane, Jona-
than Toews, Duncan Keith, Brandon
Saad and Corey Crawford will feel the
pain of missing out on the pleasure and
pain of the postseason, they still have the
memory of 540 combined playoff games
to comfort them during the long sum-
mer break.

Connor Murphy, Alex DeBrincat and
Dylan Strome won’t have that luxury.
None of them has played in an NHL
postseason game, and they know the
next few weeks — beginning with
Saturday’s game against the Coyotes —
will go a long way toward determining if
they’ll need to wait another year before
experiencing the Stanley Cup playoffs.

“It sucks not making the playoffs,”
DeBrincat said. “So this February
stretch, and obviously March, too, are
big games, and we need to come to play
each and every night. It’s crunch time.
We can’t give up any points anymore. We
can’t really afford one off night. We can
easily be in that playoff position, and
these next three games are going to be
big for us.”

DeBrincat is only in his third NHL
season and at 22 has a long career ahead
— barring injury. Keith didn’t reach the
playoffs until his fourth season, then it
became a routine part of his spring, at
least until recently.

But for Murphy, it’s a little different.
At 26, the defenseman certainly isn’t old,
but if he plays in all of the Hawks’
remaining games this season, he will
have 451 NHL games and seven seasons
under his belt without reaching the
playoffs.

He spent his first four seasons with
the Coyotes before joining the Hawks for
the 2017-18 season, which coincidentally
was the first time they missed the
playoffs in 10 years. 

“I think maybe after the season it
weighs on you more,” Murphy said. “But
when you’re in it, you just worry about
your routines and your process every
day. You learn to control what you can
control so at the end of the day winning
or losing is out of your control. What’s in
control is what you do every shift when
you’re on the ice, and if everyone’s doing
that, you increase your chances of
winning. …

“Those bigger team results are out of
each guys individual control, but if we
can all play to our best capability, we
know we’ll be able to do it.”

For Murphy to make the playoffs for
the first time, the Hawks can’t afford to
give away any games. 

The Coyotes dominated the Hawks at
Gila River Arena in recent years, win-
ning the last three meetings by a
combined 12-3. But the Hawks won 3-2
in a shootout Saturday would drop the
Hawks six points behind the Coyotes,
who hold the final Western Conference
wild-card spot. 

“It means a lot,” Murphy said. “But I
think what I’ve learned is that you
prepare the same way for Game 1 or
Game 5 as you do for Game 60 through
80. So I don’t think there really is such a
thing as ‘turning it on now.’ You have to
play at your best level at all times. … You
have to rise to the occasion every game.
…

“It definitely is that extra hunger to
want to get there and realizing this is the
time we have to gear up.”

Jeremy Colliton never reached the
NHL postseason as a player but ap-
peared in only 57 games over parts of five
seasons before his career was cut short
because of a series of concussions. By the
time he was 26 — Murphy’s current age
— Colliton was out of the league.

So while it seems as if Murphy has
time on his side, it’s impossible to know
when it can all come to an end with
dreams unfulfilled.

“Disappointed that I wasn’t able to
extend a career and break through and
be an everyday player,” Colliton said.
“Playoffs are part of that. But I don’t
think about that now in a situation we’re
in. As a team, we want to get in and we
want to play important games.

“A game like this (against the Coyotes)
it’s fun. You’re excited when you come to
the rink and you’re not worried about
the team being up for it because there’s a
lot on the line and we want to earn the
right to play in more of these and
ultimately get in the playoffs. That’s
what we’re playing for.”

Murphy
looking to
end drought
Veteran defenseman hoping
7th season is playoff charm

By Jimmy Greenfield
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NEW YORK – The losses and injuries
keep piling up for the Bulls.

They had a chance to make up ground
against one of the teams ahead of them in
the standings Friday night, but instead they
gave up 54 points to Kyrie Irving in a 133-118
loss to the Nets. 

On the first play of the game, Kris Dunn
suffered a right knee injury and did not
return. He was scheduled to fly to Chicago
on Saturday for more testing while the rest
of the Bulls went to Toronto for their 2 p.m.
Sunday game against the defending-cham-
pion Raptors.

Friday was a disastrous night for a team
that was clinging to playoff hopes entering
this three-game trip. Here are three take-
aways from the loss to the Nets:

1. The injury bug bites again.
The Bulls lost their best perimeter

defender on the first possession of the game
when Kris Dunn landed awkwardly on
forward Thaddeus Young after taking a
charge from Nets guard Joe Harris. Dunn
remained on the ground and limped toward
the locker room, and although coach Jim
Boylen did not speculate on Dunn’s status,
the Bulls sounded like a team prepared to
endure another extended absence.

They are already playing without a few of
their most important players — Otto Porter
Jr. (foot), Lauri Markkanen (pelvis) and
Wendell Carter Jr. (ankle) — although
center Daniel Gafford (thumb) warmed up
Friday and could return soon. The potential
of losing Dunn, who leads the NBA with 2.9

49.8% from the field against the Bulls in
January, the highest in the league.

If Dunn has to miss significant time, the
Bulls will be pushed even further defen-
sively and they might not have the person-
nel to continue overcoming the losses.

“We’ve been a very good defensive team,”
Jim Boylen said. “We’re going to continue to
work at being a good defensive team. And
we’ll coach our guys we do have to become
that and maintain that.”

3. The gap between the Bulls and the
playoff teams is growing getting
larger.

The Bulls are ninth in the Eastern
Conference, in which neither the seventh-
or and eighth-seeded teams seeds have been
unable to put together any consistency to
secure their hold on a playoff spot.

It’s hard to seriously consider the Bulls as
a playoff contender, however, when taking
into account their record against those
playoff teams. Friday’s loss dropped the
Bulls to 0-17 against the top seven teams in
the East, astonishing even for a team that
has struggled badly against teams with
winning records.

Entering this trip, the Bulls had pulled
themselves to within striking distance of the
final playoff slot with a chance to make
things interesting and add some legitimacy
to their so-called postseason push. But after
losing a late lead Wednesday in a loss to the
Pacers and then Friday’s shellacking by the
Nets, the Bulls are 19-32 and 31⁄2 games
behind the Magic for the final playoff slot.

But the gap between the Bulls and the
playoffs seems much larger.

steals per 36 minutes and has guarded the
opposing team’s best player regularly, could
be too much to overcome.

“If our record is better, he’d get more
national coverage,” guard Zach LaVine said
of Dunn. “He’s an All-League defender. He’s
top in steals. He guards the best player each
night. Sometimes he takes him out, makes it
tough for him. He has meant a lot for us.
He’s the toughest dude on the team, not
scared of anybody. … It’s going to suck.”

2. Defense has been the Bulls’ calling
card all season — but it wasn’t Friday
night. 

Kyrie Irving was sensational, and the loss
of Kris Dunn put the Bulls in a difficult spot
defensively.

But the Nets were not met with much
resistance.

They shot a season-high 62.5% from the
field and 48% from 3. The Bulls gave up 73
points in the first half, and Irving’s scoring
outburst was the most they have yielded to
an opponent this season. Irving converted
19 of his 23 shot attempts (82.6%). Only two
players in league history had a shooting
percentage that high in a 50-point game:
Wilt Chamberlain, who did it four times,
and Michael Jordan.

The Bulls already were stretched thin
defensively without Wendell Carter Jr., but
they deserve credit for remaining a compe-
tent defensive team without him this
month. Since Carter’s injury on Jan. 6, the
Bulls ranked 11th in the NBA in defensive
efficiency entering Friday despite allowing
too many easy shots.

Entering Friday, opposing teams shot

BULLS 3 TAKEAWAYS 

Injuries and losses harder to stomach
By Jamal Collier

LOS ANGELES – LeBron James has been
a part of the Lakers for only 19 months. The
West Coast is a late stop on an NBA odyssey
that already yielded rings, trophies and
innumerable indelible moments in Cleve-
land and Miami.

Yet when this venerated franchise needed
a leader to honor a legend during one of the
most traumatic times in its history, James
took the microphone and stood alone in a
golden spotlight Friday night at the Staples
Center.

Five days after Kobe Bryant died in a
helicopter crash, the simple eloquence of
James’ words left most of the arena cheering
through tears.

In just four minutes, LeBron’s speech
captured the melancholy mood of a city
while suggesting it’s both possible and
necessary to move on after unthinkable
tragedy.

“As I look around this arena, we’re all
grieving,” James said. “We’re all hurt. We’re
all heartbroken. But when we’re going
through things like this, the best thing you
can do is lean on the shoulders of your
family.”

After James’ heart, humor and empathy
commanded the arena Bryant essentially
built, he tore down any lingering skepticism
among the Lakers’ vast fan base about
whether LA truly could embrace James.

A fan-fueled, 13-year rivalry between
Bryant and James for overall NBA suprema-
cy left many Lakers lovers viewing LeBron’s
move west with skepticism, even after
Bryant hailed the decision.

When James stepped forward and spoke
on this dark day, he cemented his impor-
tance to his new team, even before they
reach the playoffs together for the first time
this spring.

James’ leadership skills mattered well
before the game. Frank Vogel, the first-year
coach thrust into a leadership role at a
terrible time, said James took the lead in the
Lakers’ first team meeting Tuesday after
Bryant’s death, stepping up to share his grief
and his memories of a friendly rival.

“He’s been really a tower of strength for
all of us,” Vogel said. “He’s really been a great
leader in this difficult time for us, both by
example and by just being a vocal leader, and
we’re following his lead.”

The Lakers knew their first game back
would be painful, and the pregame ceremo-
ny proved them correct.

After Usher sang “Amazing Grace,” Bry-
ant’s resonant voice echoed through the
darkened arena while images from his life
and career flickered on the scoreboard
above. Images of Kobe with Gianna were
almost too painful to watch.

Eventually, it was James’ turn. He started
by reciting the names of all nine victims of
the crash in the foggy hills above Calabasas,
California.

James had notes for a speech tucked into
the waistband of his warmup pants, but he
pulled them out and pointedly discarded
them.

“They asked me to kind of stay on course,
or whatever the case may be,“ James said.
“But Laker Nation, man, I would be selling
y’all short if I read off this ... so I’m going to
go straight from the heart.”

Just six days earlier, James passed Bryant
for third place on the NBA’s career scoring
list. He spoke at length after that game in
Philadelphia about Bryant’s influence on his
game and his approach to life, praising Kobe
for his everything from his superlative skills
to his desire to be a strong father to his four
daughters.

Bryant and James spoke by phone several
hours before Bryant died.

“I know at some point, we will have a

memorial for Kobe,” James said Friday. “But
I look at this as a celebration tonight. This is
a celebration of the 20 years. Of the blood,
the sweat, the tears, the broken-down body,
the getting up, the sitting down, the
everything. The countless hours, the deter-
mination to be as great as he could be.
Tonight, we celebrate the kid that came here
at 18 years of age, retired at 38 and became
probably the best dad we’ve seen over the
past three years, man. Tonight is a celebra-
tion.”

After the game, James met with the
media behind sunglasses and alongside
Anthony Davis, the other heir to Bryant’s
Lakers throne.

James’ thoughts were clearly still running
wild after the Lakers’ 127-119 loss in which
he missed 13 of his 22 shots and committed
five turnovers. His desperation to play
better was obvious in every mistake, but he
still managed 22 points, 10 assists and eight
rebounds. 

LeBron had a conversation with his wife
earlier in the week in which he came to a
startling realization about Bryant, long
known as a relentless competitor who
would sacrifice nearly anything to be the
best at his profession.

“These last three years, out of all the
success he had — five rings, multiple MVPs,
All-Star Game MVPs, first-team everything,
all-life, all-world, all-basketball — it felt like
these last three years was the happiest I’d
ever seen him, being able to just be with his
daughters,” James said of Bryant’s retire-
ment.

“When we’re playing this game of
basketball, we give so much to it. We give so
much to it where, unfortunately, your family
comes to the wayside at times.” 

James then identified a simple lesson
from Kobe’s life — and the unimaginable
way it ended.

“Hug the (expletive) out of your kids.”

LeBron James speaks to the crowd in remembrance of Kobe Bryant and others on Friday night at Staples Center. 

KELVIN KUO/AP 

A great orator
LeBron’s powerful, impromptu speech helps all cope with incredible grief

By Greg Beacham
Associated Press

NBA BLACKHAWKS

BLACKHAWKS RECAP
Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane scored

in the shootout, Brandon Saad had two

goals and Corey Crawford made 40

saves, leading the Blackhawks to a 3-2

victory against the Coyotes on Saturday

night in Glendale, Ariz. The win moved

the Hawks to 25-21-6 and within three

points of the Coyotes for the final

Western Conference wild-card spot. The

Coyotes’ Antti Raanta stopped 43 shots

but lost to his former team for the first

time in three career starts. For more

coverage, go to

chicagotribune.com/sports
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Elected College Football Hall of Fame1986

Elected Pro Football Hall of Fame1988
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Opened Ditka’s Restaurant Chicago1997

Opened Ditka’s Restaurant Oak Brook2008

Opened Ditka’s Restaurant Pittsburgh2009

Opened Grill 89 Restaurant Westmont2016

Elected Top 100 All Time Players2020

TO OUR
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SCOREBOARD

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC W L PCT GB

Toronto 35 14 .714 —
Boston 33 15 .688 11⁄2
Philadelphia 31 19 .620 41⁄2
Brooklyn 21 27 .438 131⁄2
New York 14 36 .280 211⁄2

SOUTHEAST

Miami 33 15 .688 —
Orlando 21 28 .429 121⁄2
Washington 17 31 .354 16
Charlotte 16 32 .333 17
Atlanta 13 37 .260 21

CENTRAL

Milwaukee 41 7 .854 —
Indiana 31 18 .633 101⁄2
Chicago 19 32 .373 231⁄2
Detroit 17 33 .340 25
Cleveland 13 37 .260 29

WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB

Houston 30 18 .625 —
Dallas 29 19 .604 1
Memphis 24 25 .490 61⁄2
San Antonio 21 26 .447 81⁄2
New Orleans 20 29 .408 101⁄2

NORTHWEST

Denver 34 15 .694 —
Utah 32 16 .667 11⁄2
Oklahoma City 30 20 .600 41⁄2
Portland 22 27 .449 12
Minnesota 15 33 .313 181⁄2

PACIFIC

L.A. Lakers 36 11 .766 —
L.A. Clippers 34 15 .694 3
Phoenix 20 28 .417 161⁄2
Sacramento 18 30 .375 181⁄2
Golden State 11 39 .220 261⁄2

SATURDAY’S RESULTS
L.A. Clippers 118, Minnesota 106
Miami 102, Orlando 89
New York 92, Indiana 85
Washington 113, Brooklyn 107
Golden State 131, Cleveland 112
Dallas 123, Atlanta 100
Boston 116, Philadelphia 95
Charlotte at San Antonio, late
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, late
Utah at Portland, late
SUNDAY’S GAMES
Denver at Detroit, 11:30 a.m.
New Orleans at Houston, 1 p.m.
Phoenix at Milwaukee, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Toronto, 2 p.m.
MONDAY’S GAMES
Dallas at Indiana, 6 p.m.
Golden State at Washington, 6 p.m.
New York at Cleveland, 6 p.m.
Orlando at Charlotte, 6 p.m.
Boston at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Miami, 6:30 p.m.
Phoenix at Brooklyn, 6:30 p.m.
Detroit at Memphis, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Sacramento, 9 p.m.
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers, 9:30 p.m.

NBA

HOW AP MEN’S TOP 25 FARED

Saturday
1. Baylor (19-1) beat TCU 68-52. Next: at
Kansas State, Monday. 
2. Gonzaga (23-1) beat San Francisco 83-
79. Next: vs. Loyola Marymount, Thurs-
day. 
3. Kansas (18-3) beat Texas Tech 78-75.
Next: vs. Texas, Monday. 
4. San Diego State (22-0) vs. Utah State.
Next: at Air Force, Saturday. 
5. Florida State (18-3) beat Virginia Tech
74-63. Next: vs. North Carolina, Monday. 
6. Louisville (19-3) beat N.C. State 77-57.
Next: vs. Wake Forest, Wednesday. 
7. Dayton (20-2) beat Fordham 70-56.
Next: vs. Saint Louis, Saturday. 
8. Villanova (17-4) lost to Creighton 76-
61. Next: at No. 16 Butler, Wednesday. 
9. Duke (18-3) beat Syracuse 97-88. Next:
at Boston College, Tuesday. 
10. Seton Hall (16-5) lost to Xavier 74-62.
Next: at Georgetown, Wednesday. 
11. Oregon (18-5) lost to Stanford 70-60.
Next: at Oregon State, Saturday. 
12. West Virginia (17-4) beat Kansas
State 66-57. Next: vs. Iowa State,
Wednesday. 
13. Kentucky (16-5) lost to No. 17 Auburn
75-66. Next: vs. Mississippi State, Tues-
day. 
14. Michigan State (16-6) lost to Wiscon-
sin 64-63. Next: vs. No. 24 Penn State,
Tuesday. 
15. Maryland (17-4) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 25 Rutgers, Tuesday. 
16. Butler (17-5) lost to Providence 65-61.
Next: vs. No. 8 Villanova, Wednesday. 
17. Auburn (19-2) beat No. 13 Kentucky
75-66. Next: at Arkansas, Tuesday. 
18. Iowa (15-6) did not play. Next: vs. No.
19 Illinois, Sunday. 
19. Illinois (16-5) did not play. Next: at
No. 18 Iowa, Sunday. 
20. Colorado (16-5) at Southern Cal.
Next: vs. California, Thursday. 
21. Houston (17-5) lost to Cincinnati 64-
62. Next: vs. Tulane, Thursday. 
22. LSU (17-4) beat Mississippi 73-63.
Next: at Vanderbilt, Wednesday. 
23. Wichita State (17-3) lost to Tulsa 54-
51. Next: vs. Cincinnati, Thursday. 
24. Penn State (16-5) beat Nebraska 76-
64. Next: at No. 14 Michigan State, Tues-
day. 
25. Rutgers (16-6) lost to Michigan 69-63.
Next: at No. 15 Maryland, Tuesday. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

CELTICS 116, 76ERS 95 

PHILADELPHIA: Harris 4-12 1-1 10, Hor-
ford 4-11 0-0 9, Embiid 1-11 9-9 11, Milton
3-8 4-4 11, Simmons 9-14 5-9 23, Ennis III
0-0 0-0 0, Korkmaz 4-9 4-4 14, Scott 2-6
2-2 6, Thybulle 3-5 0-0 8, Burke 1-4 0-0 2,
Neto 0-3 1-2 1, Smith 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 31-
84 26-31 95. 
BOSTON: Hayward 1-11 2-2 4, Tatum 7-19
8-10 25, Theis 2-3 1-2 5, Brown 13-23 5-7
32, Smart 5-8 5-6 16, Green 0-0 0-0 0,
Langford 0-0 1-2 1, Ojeleye 2-3 6-6 11,
Williams 2-3 1-2 5, Fall 1-1 0-0 2, Wanama-
ker 5-9 3-4 15. Totals 38-80 32-41 116. 

Philadelphia 19 32 16 28 — 95
Boston 32 27 27 30 — 116

3-Point Goals: Philadelphia 7-33 (Thy-
bulle 2-4, Korkmaz 2-6, Harris 1-2, Milton
1-4, Horford 1-6, Burke 0-2, Neto 0-2,
Scott 0-2, Embiid 0-4), Boston 8-30
(Tatum 3-6, Wanamaker 2-5, Ojeleye 1-2,
Smart 1-2, Brown 1-10, Hayward 0-3).
Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Philadel-
phia 47 (Horford, Simmons 9), Boston 42
(Brown, Hayward 9). Assists: Philadel-
phia 15 (Simmons 5), Boston 15 (Smart,
Tatum 4). Total Fouls: Philadelphia 27,
Boston 19. A: 19,156 (18,624) 

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC W L OT Pts GF GA

Boston 31 10 12 74 177 137
Tampa Bay 31 15 5 67 185 145
Toronto 28 17 7 63 188 171
Florida 28 17 5 61 183 167
Montreal 24 22 7 55 164 162
Buffalo 23 22 7 53 150 161
Ottawa 18 24 10 46 142 176
Detroit 12 37 4 28 111 204

METRO W L OT Pts GF GA

Washington 35 12 5 75 190 154
Pittsburgh 32 14 5 69 172 139
N.Y. Islanders 29 15 6 64 146 136
Columbus 27 16 9 63 139 132
Philadelphia 28 17 7 63 167 157
Carolina 29 19 3 61 162 136
N.Y. Rangers 25 21 4 54 163 161
New Jersey 18 24 9 45 137 185

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL W L OT Pts GF GA

St. Louis 31 14 8 70 168 150
Colorado 28 16 6 62 182 149
Dallas 29 18 4 62 134 129
Winnipeg 26 23 4 56 158 164
Nashville 24 20 7 55 169 171
Chicago 24 21 6 54 155 161
Minnesota 23 22 6 52 157 172

PACIFIC W L OT Pts GF GA

Vancouver 30 18 4 64 174 155
Vegas 27 20 7 61 168 162
Edmonton 27 18 6 60 162 159
Calgary 27 19 6 60 143 155
Arizona 26 21 6 58 150 145
San Jose 22 26 4 48 136 174
Anaheim 20 26 5 45 131 160
Los Angeles 19 28 5 43 130 164

2 pts for win, 1 pt for shootout/OT loss
SATURDAY’S RESULTS
Buffalo 2, Columbus 1 (OT)
Vancouver 4, N.Y. Islanders 3 (OT)
Montreal 4, Florida 0
Philadelphia 6, Colorado 2
Dallas 3, New Jersey 2 (OT)
N.Y. Rangers 1, Detroit 0
Toronto 2, Ottawa 1 (OT)
Winnipeg 5, St. Louis 2
Boston 6, Minnesota 1
Vegas 3, Nashville 0
Chicago 3, Arizona 2 (SO)
Edmonton at Calgary, late
Anaheim at Los Angeles, late
Tampa Bay at San Jose, late
SUNDAY’S GAMES
Pittsburgh at Washington, 11:30 a.m.
Columbus at Montreal, 1 p.m.
Vancouver at Carolina, 1 p.m.
MONDAY’S GAMES
Dallas at N.Y. Rangers, 6 p.m.
Florida at Toronto, 6 p.m.
Philadelphia at Detroit, 6:30 p.m.

NHL

SATURDAY’S SCORES
MIDWEST 
Ball St. 65, Ohio 54
Cent. Michigan 85, W. Michigan 78
Dayton 70, Fordham 56
E. Michigan 61, Toledo 57
Ill.-Chicago 64, Cleveland St. 62
Indiana St. 78, Missouri St. 68
Kansas 78, Texas Tech 75
Marquette 76, DePaul 72
Michigan 69, Rutgers 63
N. Illinois 70, Miami (Ohio) 55
N. Iowa 80, Evansville 68
Notre Dame 80, Georgia Tech 72
Ohio St. 68, Indiana 59
Providence 65, Butler 61
UMKC 69, Chicago St. 51
Wisconsin 64, Michigan St. 63
EAST 
Boston U. 77, Bucknell 57
Colgate 73, Holy Cross 64
Coll. of Charleston 79, Towson 70
Creighton 76, Villanova 61
Delaware 80, Drexel 72
Delaware St. 77, Coppin St. 68
Fairleigh Dickinson 85, Mt. St. Mary’s 75
Hartford 55, Maine 49
Lafayette 82, American U. 70
Robert Morris 64, CCSU 57
Sacred Heart 83, St. Francis Brooklyn 76
St. Bonaventure 74, George Mason 65
St. Francis (Pa.) 84, Bryant 64
W. Virginia 66, Kansas St. 57
Xavier 74, Seton Hall 62
SOUTH 
Belmont 78, Jacksonville St. 64
Cent. Arkansas 79, Northwestern St. 71
E. Kentucky 70, SE Missouri 57
ETSU 82, UNC-Greensboro 65
Elon 74, Northeastern 69
FAU 91, Marshall 73
FIU 81, W. Kentucky 76
Florida A&M 73, Bethune-Cookman 67
Florida St. 74, Virginia Tech 63
Georgia 63, Texas A&M 48 
Hampton 87, Presbyterian 81
Hofstra 83, William & Mary 60
James Madison 83, UNC-Wilmington 66
LSU 73, Mississippi 63
Lamar 96, McNeese St. 91
Longwood 84, Gardner-Webb 81
Louisville 77, NC St. 57
Memphis 70, UConn 63

HOW AP WOMEN’S TOP 25 FARED

Saturday
1. South Carolina (20-1) did not play.
Next: vs. No. 22 Tennessee, Sunday.
2. Baylor (19-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Kansas, Wednesday.
3. Oregon (19-2) beat Colorado 101-53.
Next: at No. 4 UConn, Monday. 
4. UConn (19-1) did not play. Next: vs. No.
3 Oregon, Monday. 
5. Louisville (21-1) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 14 Florida State, Thursday.
6. Stanford (19-2) did not play. Next: at
Washington State, Sunday. 
7. N.C. State (20-1) did not play. Next: at
Duke, Sunday.
8. UCLA (18-2) did not play. Next: at No.
19 Arizona State, Sunday. 
9. Mississippi State (19-3) did not play.
Next: vs. Georgia, Monday. 
10. Oregon State (18-4) beat Utah 77-65.
Next: vs. No. 19 Arizona State, Friday. 
11. DePaul (19-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Providence, Sunday. 
12. Gonzaga (22-1) beat BYU 59-44. Next:
at Pacific, Thursday. 
13. Kentucky (17-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Florida, Sunday.
14. Florida State (18-4) beat Pittsburgh
66-41. Next: at No. 5 Louisville, Thursday. 
15. Texas A&M (18-3) did not play. Next:
at LSU, Sunday.
16. Arizona (17-3) did not play. Next: vs.
Southern Cal, Sunday. 
17. Maryland (17-4) did not play. Next:
vs. Michigan State, Monday. 
18. Iowa (18-3) did not play. Next: at
Michigan, Sunday.
19. Arizona State (16-5) did not play.
Next: vs. No. 8 UCLA, Sunday. 
20. Indiana (17-5) did not play. Next: at
Purdue, Monday. 
21. South Dakota (20-2) did not play.
Next: at Denver, Sunday. 
22. Tennessee (17-4) did not play. Next:
at No. 1 South Carolina, Sunday. 
23. Northwestern (18-3) did not play.
Next: at Penn State, Sunday. 
24. Missouri State (17-3) did not play.
Next: vs. Illinois State, Sunday. 
25. Arkansas (17-4) did not play. Next: at
Missouri, Sunday. 

SATURDAY’S SCORES
MIDWEST
Akron 88, E. Michigan 81
Ball St. 68, W. Michigan 65
Cent. Michigan 92, Ohio 90
Cleveland St. 83, Ill.-Chicago 43
IUPUI 77, Youngstown St. 69
Miami (Ohio) 80, Bowling Green 59
Milwaukee 77, Wright St. 67
N. Illinois 64, Buffalo 63
N. Dakota 63, Fort Wayne 49
Oakland 65, Detroit 60
Toledo 69, Kent St. 60
UMKC 73, Chicago St. 57
Wichita St. 57, E. Carolina 55
EAST 
Boston U. 52, Bucknell 48
Colgate 71, Holy Cross 60
Fordham 62, La Salle 45
Lafayette 67, American U. 52
Lehigh 92, Army 65
Loyola (Md.) 50, Navy 44
Maine 69, Hartford 52
Manhattan 68, St. Peter’s 64
Marshall 85, FAU 75
Mass.-Lowell 66, New Hampshire 53
Mt. St. Mary’s 69, Fairleigh Dickinson 61
Quinnipiac 67, Iona 63
Rhode Island 47, George Mason 42
Rider 48, Monmouth (NJ) 25
Robert Morris 80, CCSU 42
Siena 72, Canisius 43 
St. Francis (Pa.) 64, Bryant 58
St. Francis Brooklyn 71, Sacred Heart 70
Stony Brook 66, UMBC 49
Vermont 52, Albany (NY) 36
SOUTH 
Appalachian St. 83, Georgia S. 75
Arkansas St. 54, Louisiana-Monroe 53

Indians pitcher Mike Clevinger doesn’t
know exactly how he’ll react the next time
he’s on the mound facing the Astros.

They cheated, and he doesn’t like
cheaters. On Friday night, he took aim.

Clevinger has been one of the most
outspoken critics of the Astros since their
sign-stealing scandal broke earlier this
month and rocked baseball, leading to
suspensions, managerial firings in Hous-
ton, Boston and New York.

Once the season begins, the Astros will
be under more scrutiny and they might
have to deal with some high, hard pitches.

“I think players will deal with it the way
it should be across the league,” Clevinger
said. “I don’t think it’s going to be a
comfortable few ABs (at-bats) for a lot of
those boys, and it shouldn’t be. They
shouldn’t be comfortable.”
■ The Rockies and All-Star SS Trevor
Story finalized a two-year, $27.5 million,
two-year deal late Friday, avoiding arbitra-
tion. The 27-year-old hit 35 homers and
swiped 23 bases last season. ... The Cubs
and reliever Jeremy Jeffress finalized a
one-year, $850,000 contract. ... Longtime
scout and Nationals senior adviser Phil
Rizzo has died. He was 90. Phil is the father
of Nationals GM Mike Rizzo.

Golf: Brett Quigley won the Morocco
Champions in his second PGA Tour
Champions start, saving par on the final
two holes to hold off Stephen Ames by a
stroke in Marrakech, Morocco. ... Six years
after combining brilliantly for Europe in
the Ryder Cup, Graeme McDowell and
Victor Dubuisson will play together in the
final group at the Saudi International on
Sunday. McDowell birdied four of his last
seven holes — including the 18th — to shoot
4-under 66 in the third round and claim a
one-stroke lead on 12-under 198 overall at
Royal Greens Golf and Country Club.
Dubuisson is the nearest challenger after a
65. 

Soccer: Ulysses Llanez scored in his U.S.
national team debut, and a young Ameri-
can roster opened 2020 with a 1-0 victory
over Costa Rica in Carson, Calif. Llanez
buried a penalty kick in the corner in the
50th minute, slotting the ball to the left of
goalkeeper Esteban Alvarado. Llanez cele-
brated by miming a fallaway jump shot in a
tribute to retired Lakers superstar Kobe
Bryant, who died in a helicopter crash
along with eight others last Sunday. 

— News services

IN BRIEF 

Clevinger takes aim at sign-stealers

Warriors star guard Stephen Curry is
making progress in his comeback from a
broken left hand and could return in
March.

Curry was injured Oct. 30 in the fourth
game of the season and had surgery two
days later.

“He’s made some big strides,” Warriors
coach Steve Kerr said before Saturday’s
131-112 win over the Cavaliers. “I guess
the word is a month away from having
another evaluation. We’re really hopeful
that around that time he’ll be able to play.
We’ll determine that around March 1.”

Clippers getting healthy: Led by
Kawhi Leonard’s 31 points, the Clippers
had six players in double figures in a
118-106 victory over the Timberwolves. 

Leonard, who missed Thursday’s loss
to the Kings because of lower back
tightness, posted his ninth straight game
with at least 30 points. Paul George, who
had offseason shoulder surgery, added 21
points in 26 minutes and Lou Williams
had 17 points for the Clippers, who have
won seven of nine.

Karl-Anthony Towns countered with
32 points and 12 rebounds for the
Timberwolves, who have lost 11 straight.

Beal lifts Wizards: Bradley Beal scored
34 points, Thomas Bryant added 17 points
and 10 rebounds and the Wizards beat
the Nets 113-107. The Nets lost Kyrie
Irving to a sprained right knee in the
fourth quarter. He was held to a season-
low 11 points, a night after scoring 54. 
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Curry could
return in March
Associated Press

Quinn Hughes scored twice, including
his eighth of the season 42 seconds into
overtime, and the Canucks earned their
fifth consecutive victory.

J.T. Miller and Tim Schaller also
scored for the Canucks, and Jacob
Markstrom had 34 saves. The Pacific
Division-leading Canucks improved to
14-3-0 since Dec. 19.

Michael Dal Colle, Jordan Eberle and
Brock Nelson scored for the Islanders in
their third consecutive loss on home ice.

In other action: Jeff Petry had four
assists, Carey Price made 29 saves and the
Canadiens beat the Panthers 4-0. Nick
Suzuki, Artturi Lehkonen, Tomas Tatar
and Brendan Gallagher scored for the
Canadiens, who improved to 6-2-0 in
their last eight games. ... Jack Roslovic
had two goals and an assist to lead the
Jets to a 5-2 victory over the Blues to snap
a five-game losing streak. ... Torey Krug
scored twice and David Pastrnak added
his 38th goal of the season as the Bruins
defeated the Wild 6-1. ... Marc-Andre
Fleury stopped 19 shots in the Golden
Knights’ 3-0 victory over the Predators.

Moving up charts: Alex Ovechkin
scored two goals and moved into eight
place on the NHL’s career goals list
Friday, leading the Capitals to a 5-3 win
over the Senators. Ovechkin’s second-
period goal, his 36th of the season and the
694th of his career, tied him with Mark
Messier on the goals list. He added a late
empty-net goal and moved into eighth.

NHL 

Hughes lifts
hot Canucks
Associated Press

PGA TOUR WASTE MANAGEMENT
PHOENIX OPEN 

3rd of 4 rds at TPC Scottsdale; Scotts-
dale, Ariz.; Purse: $7.3 million; Yardage:
7,261; Par: 71
197 (-16)
Tony Finau 69-66-62
198 (-15)
Webb Simpson 71-63-64
199 (-14)
Hudson Swafford 66-67-66
J.B. Holmes 64-65-70
200 (-13)
Xander Schauffele 67-67-66
Adam Long 66-68-66
Scott Piercy 67-65-68
201 (-12)
Mark Hubbard 69-68-64
Byeong Hun An 65-66-70
202 (-11)
Nate Lashley 66-67-69
203 (-10)
John Huh 71-66-66
Max Homa 72-67-64
Luke List 70-69-64
Tom Hoge 65-71-67
Jon Rahm 67-68-68
204 (-9)
Collin Morikawa 69-67-68
Bubba Watson 69-66-69
Branden Grace 67-67-70
Wyndham Clark 61-69-74
Billy Horschel 63-68-73
205 (-8)
Russell Knox 71-67-67
Matt Kuchar 68-70-67
Harris English 65-72-68
Justin Thomas 68-68-69
James Hahn 69-67-69
Brandon Hagy 67-69-69
Keith Mitchell 68-67-70

MOROCCO CHAMPIONS 

3rd of 3 rds at Samanah GC; Marrakech,
Morocco; Purse: $2 million; Yardage:
7,369; Par: 72
201 (-15) $320,000
Brett Quigley 69-66-66
202 (-14) $176,000
Stephen Ames 63-69-70
205 (-11) $131,000
Doug Barron 71-66-68
Scott Parel 68-68-69
206 (-10) $82,867
Woody Austin 69-71-66
Jose Maria Olazabal 67-68-71
Bernhard Langer 67-68-71
207 (-9) $60,000
Rod Pampling 68-68-71
Kevin Sutherland 68-70-69
208 (-8) $48,000
Paul Broadhurst 71-70-67
Stephen Leaney 70-68-70
Duffy Waldorf 72-68-68
209 (-7) $37,050
Darren Clarke 71-68-70
Colin Montgomerie 67-69-73
Mark O’Meara 71-68-70
Tom Pernice Jr. 68-71-70

SAUDI INTERNATIONAL

3rd of 4 rds at Royal Greens Golf & CC;
Economic City, Saudi Arabia; Purse: $3.5
million; Yardage: 7,010; Par: 70
198 (-12)
Graeme McDowell 64-68-66
199 (-11)
Victor Dubuisson 69-65-65
201 (-9)
Gavin Green 64-67-70
203 (-6)
Victor Perez 65-65-73
Renato Paratore 68-65-70
Dustin Johnson 67-68-68

GOLF

NBA
pregame.com SP OU SUNDAY
Denver 2 2161⁄2 at Detroit
at Houston 51⁄2 245 New Orleans
at Milwaukee 121⁄2 233 Phoenix
at Toronto 101⁄2 217 Chicago

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
SP SUNDAY

at Pittsburgh 61⁄2 Miami
at Manhattan 21⁄2 Iona
at Neb.-Omaha 2 South Dakota
Quinnipiac 1 at Niagara
at Monmouth 2 Rider
at St. John’s 11⁄2 Georgetown
at Iowa 51⁄2 Illinois
at Duquesne 10 La Salle
at Canisius 9 Marist
N. Kentucky 51⁄2 at Milwaukee
Wright St 31⁄2 at Green Bay
at UCLA 3 Utah
at St. Peter’s Pk Siena

NHL
SUNDAY

at Washington-135 Pittsburgh +125
at Montreal Off Columbus Off
at Carolina Off Vancouver Off

NFL
SUPER BOWL LIV SP O/U SUNDAY
Kansas City 11⁄2 54 San Fran.

ODDS

CONCACAF WOMEN’S OLYMPIC 
FIRST ROUND QUALIFYING 
GROUP A GP W T L GF GA Pts

Costa Rica 2 2 0 0 8 1 6
U.S. 2 2 0 0 12 0 6
Haiti 2 0 0 2 0 6 0
Panama 2 0 0 2 1 14 0

Friday in Houston
Costa Rica 2, Haiti 0
U.S. 8, Panama 0
Monday in Houston
Panama vs. Haiti, 4 p.m.
U.S. vs. Costa Rica, 6:30 p.m. 
GROUP B GP W T L GF GA Pts

Canada 2 2 0 0 20 0 6
Mexico 2 2 0 0 7 0 6
Jamaica 2 0 0 2 0 10 0
St. Kitts and
Nevis

2 0 0 2 0 17 0

Saturday in Edinburg, Texas
Mexico 6, St. Kitts and Nevis 0
Canada 9, Jamaica 0
Tuesday in Edinburg, Texas
Canada vs. Mexico, 5:30 p.m. 
Jamaica vs. St. Kitts and Nevis, 6:30 p.m. 

SOCCER

Derek Culver had 19 points and 14
rebounds to lead No. 12 West Virginia to a
66-57 victory over Kansas State on Sat-
urday, giving coach Bob Huggins another
milestone win.

Huggins earned his 877th career win to
move past Kentucky’s Adolph Rupp into
seventh place all time in Division I. 

The Mountaineers (17-4, 5-3 Big 12)
improved to 11-0 at home and ended a
three-game losing streak to Kansas State.

Culver, a 6-foot-10 sophomore, went to
the locker room in pain early in the second
half after his right elbow collided with
Kansas State’s Montavious Murphy. Culver
returned to the game wearing a sleeve on
his arm a short time later and completed
his fifth double-double of the season.

Auburn wins SEC showdown: Samir
Doughty scored 23 points while making 14
of 15 free throws and No. 17 Auburn
finished strong in a 75-66 win over
13th-ranked Kentucky. 

Isaac Okoro made a key 3-pointer and
scored 14 points for the Tigers (19-2, 6-2
SEC), who dominated the final four
minutes. 

It wasn’t nearly as big as their 77-71
overtime victory over the Wildcats (16-5,
6-2) that vaulted Auburn to its first Final
Four last season, but it moved the Tigers
into a tie for second place in the SEC.

Immanuel Quickley led Kentucky with
23 points.

Close calls: Corey Kispert’s three-point
play with 1:33 left put his team ahead for
good and he then knocked down a jumper
with 34 seconds remaining, leading No. 2
Gonzaga (23-1, 9-0 WCC) past host San
Francisco for a hard-fought 83-79 victory
to extend its winning streak to 15 games. ...
Devon Dotson scored 21 points and
Marcus Garrett added 15 points and No. 3

Kansas held off Texas Tech 78-75 in
Lawrence, Kan. The Jayhawks (18-3, 7-1 Big
12) led 76-75 with 14 seconds to play before
Ochai Agbaji knocked down two free
throws.

Big East shockers: Denzel Mahoney had
21 points and Mitch Ballock had nine of his
15 points in the second half to help
Creighton (17-5, 6-3 Big East) top No. 8
Villanova 76-61, handing the Wildcats a
rare home loss. It was Villanova’s first
home loss in the Big East since St. John’s
defeated the Wildcats on Feb. 7, 2018,
snapping a 16-game home conference
winning streak. ... Tyrique Jones had 19
points and 18 rebounds and Xavier (14-8,
3-5 Big East) posted its biggest win of the
season by beating No. 10 Seton Hall 74-62,
ending the Pirates’ 10-game winning
streak. ... Luwane Pipkins scored 22 points
and made six consecutive free throws in
the final minute to help Providence (12-10,
5-4 Big East) hold on for a 65-61 win over
No. 16 Butler in Indianapolis.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Huggins gets milestone
in West Virginia’s win
Associated Press

West Virginia coach Bob Huggins has 877

career wins, seventh all time in Division I. 

JUSTIN K. ALLER/GETTY-AFP 

BRUINS 6, WILD 1

Boston 1 3 2 — 6
Minnesota 0 0 1 — 1

FIRST PERIOD: 1, Boston, Krug 6 (Krejci,
Lindholm), 12:28. Penalties: McAvoy,
Bos (Hooking), 17:25. SECOND PERIOD:
2, Boston, Krug 7 (Marchand, Pastrnak),
4:39 (pp). 3, Boston, Marchand 22 (Pas-
trnak, Krug), 5:55 (pp). 4, Boston, Pastr-
nak 38 (Krejci, DeBrusk), 15:29 (pp). Pen-
alties: Hartman, Min (Interference),
3:49; Staal, Min (Interference), 5:21;
McAvoy, Bos (Roughing), 11:19; Marc-
hand, Bos (Interference), 12:36; Koivu,
Min (Roughing), 12:36; Eriksson Ek, Min
(Holding), 14:32; DeBrusk, Bos (Cross
Checking), 17:40. THIRD PERIOD: 5, Min-
nesota, Zuccarello 14 (Soucy, Staal),
14:31. 6, Boston, Bjork 9 (Nordstrom),
18:02. 7, Boston, DeBrusk 17 (Kuhlman,
Krug), 18:33. Penalties: Chara, Bos
(Hooking), 6:54; Brodin, Min (Hooking),
11:17. SHOTS ON GOAL: Boston 12-12-
10—34. Minnesota 11-8-7—26. POWER
PLAYS: Boston 3 of 4; Minnesota 0 of 4.
GOALIES: Boston, Halak 13-6-6 (26
shots-25 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 9-
13-2 (34-28). A: 18,009 (18,064). T: 2:30. 

SCORING LEADERS
NAME GP G A PTS

Leon Draisaitl, EDM 51 29 50 79
Connor McDavid, EDM 51 27 50 77
Nathan MacKinnon, COL 49 30 42 72
David Pastrnak, BOS 52 37 35 72
Artemi Panarin, NYR 48 27 43 70
Brad Marchand, BOS 52 21 45 66
Jonathan Huberdeau, FLA 49 18 47 65
Jack Eichel, BUF 50 30 34 64
Patrick Kane, CHI 51 25 38 63
John Carlson, WSH 52 13 49 62

through Friday

108TH AUSTRALIAN OPEN 

Saturday at Melbourne Park; Mel-
bourne, Australia; Purse: AUD
71,000,000; hard-outdoor
WOMEN’S SINGLES FINAL
#14 Sofia Kenin d.
Garbine Muguruza, 4-6, 6-2, 6-2.

MIXED DOUBLES FINAL
#5 Nikola Mektic and 
Barbora Krejcikova d.
Bethanie Mattek-Sands and
Jamie Murray, 5-7, 6-4, 10-1.

MEN’S SUNDAY FINAL

#2 Novak Djokovic vs.
#5 Dominic Thiem

TENNIS

2020 AWARD WINNERS

Most Valuable Player: Lamar Jackson,
Bal, QB
Rookie of the Year: Nick Bosa, SF, DE
Air and Ground Players of the Year:
Lamar Jackson, Bal, QB (Air); Derrick
Henry, Ten, RB (Ground)
Defensive Player of the Year: Stephon
Gilmore, NE, CB
Salute to Service Award: Donnie Ed-
wards, (Formerly) LAC, LB
Offensive Rookie of the Year: Kyler Mur-
ray, Ari, QB
Offensive Player of the Year: Michael
Thomas, NO, WR
Anything But Ordinary Player of the
Year: Larry Fitzgerald, Ari, WR
Defensive Rookie of the Year: Nick Bosa,
SF, DE
Art Rooney Sportsmanship Award: Adri-
an Peterson, Was, RB
Comeback Player of the Year: Ryan Tan-
nehill, Ten, QB
Assistant Coach of the Year: Greg Ro-
man, Bal, OC
Deacon Jones Award: Shaquil Barrett,
TB, DE
Coach of the Year: John Harbaugh, Bal
Fantasy Player of the Year: Christian
McCaffrey, Car, RB
Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year: Cal-
ais Campbell, Jax, DL

NFL



A winding road
When Tre

Roberson arrived
in Minnesota for a
rookie-minicamp
tryout in 2016, he
had no idea what
position the Vi-
kings wanted him
to play. 

The former
quarterback, who led Illinois State to
the 2014 FCS national championship
game — which the Redbirds lost 29-27
to Carson Wentz and North Dakota
State— saw his name over a locker
with a No. 36 jersey hanging inside.

An equipment assistant was nearby,
and Roberson asked what position he
would be playing.

“You’re a defensive back,” Roberson
was told.

That began a crash course in
playing cornerback for Roberson, who
threw three touchdown passes and
ran 58 yards for another score that put
ISU ahead 27-23 with 1 minute, 38
seconds remaining in the title game.

Roberson earned a spot on the
Vikings practice squad from that
minicamp tryout, then spent the last
two seasons with the CFL’s Calgary
Stampeders and played well enough
to earn another shot at the NFL: The
Bears on Wednesday signed Roberson
a two-year contract. 

Roberson, 6-foot, 190 pounds, drew
little attention from NFL teams after a
college career that began with three
seasons (one medical redshirt) at
Indiana, then two with the Redbirds.
He became the first quarterback in
Hoosiers history to start as a true
freshman and set program records at
ISU but wasn’t invited to the scouting
combine. 

Roberson had only a trip to North-
western’s pro day and an invite to the
Colts’ local day — Roberson was
named Mr. Football of Indiana in 2010
after leading Lawrence Central to the
5A state championship game. His
agent told him to do whatever the
Vikings asked, including changing
positions upon arrival.

“I wasn’t bummed at all that they
didn’t want me to play quarterback,”
Roberson said. “I really didn’t want to
play quarterback on the next level. I
just wanted to play football. I am not
saying that quarterback is not a foot-
ball player. I am just more comfortable
playing corner. I wasn’t a natural
quarterback. I worked really, really
hard to be a good quarterback, but it
wasn’t natural. Corner, to me, is real
natural.”

Roberson got a boost of confidence
in the 2016 preseason opener, break-
ing up a two-point-conversion at-
tempt in the back corner of the end
zone on a fade pattern with 2:45 re-
maining to secure a one-point win
over the Bengals. 

Earlier in the game, he knocked
away a deep pass down the sideline on
a go route. 

Roberson flashed enough to stick
on the practice squad, but he was
starting from scratch. Backpedaling
was new to him, as were transitioning
out of his breaks and learning when to
turn his hips. He started from ground
zero, even learning what type of
stance to have pre-snap.

The next summer he competed for
a chance at a roster spot but was
among the final cuts, calling the Vi-
kings’ decision not to keep him on the
practice squad for a second year the
best thing that could have happened
to him.

At the time, Roberson figured he
would have a shot to make it in the
CFL in the spring of 2018, but in Sep-
tember 2017, he and his wife, Amanda,
were expecting their first child. So he
went home to Indianapolis and took a
job driving a box truck for Westmore-
land Transportation. His first shift
started at 7:30 a.m. and ended in the
early afternoon. Most days he would
start a second shift at 4 p.m., which
meant driving to Ohio, where he
would sleep for about two hours in the
truck waiting for his load, then to his
destination in Fort Wayne, Ind., before
returning home at about 3:30 a.m.
That’s when he would head to Life-
time Fitness to train with the dream of
returning to the NFL.

“Then I’d try to steal a little sleep in
the morning before I had to be up to
do it all over again,” Roberson said.
“You’ve got to do what you’ve got to
do, right? I tell people I probably slept
24 hours the whole 2017 season.”

Roberson’s grandfather Larry
Highbaugh, a standout defensive back
at Indiana in the late 1960s, went to
Canada after a brief shot with the
Cowboys. Highbaugh, inducted into
the CFL Hall of Fame in 2004, had 66
interceptions in a 13-year career and
was part of six Grey Cup champi-
onship teams. Highbaugh was under-
sized at 5-9 and never returned to the
NFL.

In Calgary, Roberson won a starting
job to start the 2018 season, which
culminated with a Grey Cup title. He
improved in his second season with
seven interceptions, the second-most
in the league, and 12 passes defended,
making him a free-agent target for
NFL teams. Roberson had five inter-
ceptions in the first three games be-
fore opponents became hesitant to
throw his way. He was the boundary
corner, meaning he played to the wide
side of the field, which is more signifi-
cant in the CFL — the field is 65-yards
wide compared with the NFL’s 531⁄3

yards.
“He was pretty raw when he got

here,” said Stampeders coach Dave
Dickenson, who was a quarterback at
Montana and won the 1995 Walter
Payton Award as the nation’s best FCS
player. “It was more about his makeup
speed and his reading of routes. He
didn’t really have great technique. He

was just learning the position. He got
beat but he was able to catch up. And I
know it’s a little bit different speed
level (in the NFL) than here, but we’ve
got some pretty good athletes as well.”

The Stampeders released Roberson
from his contract after the season,
allowing him to explore the NFL. He
tried out with 12 teams, including the
Bears, and canceled six more after
getting a stomach bug at the end of his
planes, trains and automobiles adven-
ture that saw him knock out 10 work-
outs in the first two weeks of January.
He received nine contract offers and
picked the Bears, who guaranteed him
more than $300,000.

What the Bears will do with veter-
an starter Prince Amukamara, due a
$9 million base salary in the final year
of his contract next season, is un-
known. Roberson’s addition is the first
of what likely will be multiple moves
at cornerback, which had little depth
in 2019.

The Bears have signed a handful of
players from the CFL over the last two
decades. Few have had staying power,
but Roberson is trying to buck that
trend. He’s 27, and while that’s not
ideal, he’s still young at the position,
meaning his best football could be
ahead of him. Scouts from teams that
considered Roberson during his free-
agency tour praised his competi-
tiveness, production and ability to play
off-coverage while questioning his
top-end speed. He must learn to play
press-man and use his hands at the
line of scrimmage.

Dickenson knows firsthand the
challenges of making the transition
from the CFL to the NFL. After being
named the most outstanding player in
Canada in 2000, he kicked around the
NFL with four teams over three years
but never got in a game before head-
ing back to the CFL and starring again.

“I know it’s tough,” Dickenson said.
“I think at times you get labeled:
You’re not coming out of the big
school and you’re not a draft pick, so
you not only have to be as good as that
other guy, you’ve got to be a little bit
better.”

Some players balk at the idea of
taking a career detour to Canada, but
Roberson embraced the opportunity.
He believed he belonged in the NFL
from the start of his season out of
football, when he spent long days —
and nights — driving delivery trucks.

“I was good enough to be in Minne-
sota,” Roberson said. “I was good
enough to make that 53-man roster. I
just had to go prove I was worthy of a
roster spot.”

“You’ve got to do what you’ve got to do, right?”
— Bears defensive back Tre Roberson

Tre Roberson won a Grey Cup with the Canadian Football League’s Calgary Stampeders in 2018.

CODIE MCLACHLAN/GETTY

Roberson’s journey to
Bears featured many
detours along the way

As a quarterback, Tre Roberson led Illinois State to the 2014 FCS national cham-

pionship game against North Dakota State. 
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The 2020 offseason for the Bears is about reversing
their regression and upgrading an offense that ranked
in the NFL’s bottom four in many categories. 

Here’s a rundown of meaningful dates and deadlines
that make up the offseason calendar for general
manager Ryan Pace, coach Matt Nagy and the team.

Feb. 24-March 2: The NFL scouting combine in
Indianapolis. Executives from all 32 teams will evaluate
college prospects and begin meeting with agents about
free agency. The market for free agents begins to take
shape during this week, although things normally don’t
heat up until closer to the new league year. Bears coach
Matt Nagy and general manager Ryan Pace probably
will address media Feb. 25.

Feb. 25: The first day teams can designate a franchise
or transition player. If the NFL and its players union
don’t reach a new collective bargaining agreement by
this time, teams will be able to use both tags instead of
only one. The Bears have no obvious internal
candidates to be tagged. However, keep an eye on
quarterbacks around the league. Their status will affect
the backup-quarterback market in which the Bears
need to be active. As of the Super Bowl, candidates to be
tagged include the Cowboys’ Dak Prescott, the
Buccaneers’ Jameis Winston and the Titans’ Ryan
Tannehill. Tight ends Austin Hooper (Falcons) and
Hunter Henry (Chargers) also could be tagged. That
would affect the supply of free-agent tight ends, and the
Bears are determined to upgrade that position.

March 10: A 3 p.m. deadline for teams to designate a
franchise or transition player.

March 16-18: The so-called legal tampering window.
From 11 a.m. on March 16 until 2:59:59 p.m. on March
18, teams are permitted to contact and negotiate with
agents for players whose contracts expire at 3 p.m. on
March 18. A contract cannot be executed with a new
team until that time, and a team cannot directly contact
a player from another team.

March 18: The new league year begins at 3 p.m. Free
agency and the trading period get underway. Keep in
mind, though, that teams may agree on trades well
before they can be executed on this date. Ryan Pace’s
list of roster needs is alarmingly extensive only one
season removed from a 12-4, first-place finish. Not only
was the Bears offense wholly broken, but their strong
defense has needs at inside linebacker, cornerback and
safety. Depending on how the league finalizes the 2020
salary cap in March, the Bears are projected to have
about $15 million in available cap space. Remember,
though, cap space quickly and easily changes with new
contracts and cuts.

March 29-April 1: NFL owners meetings in Palm
Beach, Fla. Bears coach Matt Nagy is expected to
address media March 31 at the NFC coaches breakfast.
Chairman George McCaskey and general manager
Ryan Pace also have spoken to reporters at the meetings
in recent years.

April 17: Deadline for restricted free agents to sign an
offer sheet from another team. Bears RFAs of note are
defensive end Roy Robertson-Harris and outside
linebacker Isaiah Irving. For the Bears to protect their
rights to an RFA, they would have to tender him a
one-year contract or sign him to a multiyear extension.
The Bears have been comfortable not tendering RFAs
(which would entail a one-year contract worth more
than $2 million) and instead attempting to re-sign them
at a lower price. But don’t be surprised if Robertson-
Harris attracts suitors.

Mid- to late April: The NFL announces the 2020
schedule. Last year the schedule was released on
Wednesday, April 17. Over the last decade, the average
announcement date was April 19.

April 20: The Bears can begin their nine-week
voluntary strength and conditioning program. For the
first two weeks, only strength and conditioning coaches
are permitted on the field with players. No footballs are
allowed, other than for quarterbacks throwing to
uncovered receivers. Classroom sessions begin in earnest.

April 23: The first round of the NFL draft in Las Vegas.
The Bears don’t have a selection because they traded
the pick in September 2018 to the Raiders as part of the
package for All-Pro outside linebacker Khalil Mack.

April 24: The second and third rounds of the draft. The
Bears have two second-round picks (Nos. 43 and 50),
including the Raiders’ second-rounder as part of the
Khalil Mack trade. They don’t have a third-round pick
because they included it in the package for Mack.

April 25: The third and final day of the draft, Rounds
4-7. As of the Super Bowl, the Bears have five Day 3
selections and hope the league awards them a
compensatory pick in the fourth round.

May 1-3: Likely dates for the three-day Bears rookie
camp, which would include new draft picks, college
free agents and a host of tryout players. Last year the
Bears hosted rookie minicamp on the first weekend
after the draft. If they don’t in 2020, it would be the
following weekend.

May 4: Deadline for the Bears to exercise the 2021
option on quarterback Mitch Trubisky’s contract.
Expect Ryan Pace to publicize the decision well before
this, possibly at the scouting combine in late February.

Late May: Voluntary spring practices begin. The Bears
are allowed 10 organized team activities (OTAs) during
the ensuing three weeks. In those sessions, players and
coaches are allowed on the field together for
non-contact team drills. Based on past schedules, these
are expected to begin the week of May 25.

June 15-18: Likely dates for the Bears’ mandatory
minicamp. 

July 15: A 3 p.m. deadline for a franchise- or transition-
tagged player to sign a multiyear contract extension. 

July 30: Approximate reporting date for training camp
at team headquarters in Lake Forest. The Bears
reported to camp in Bourbonnais on a Thursday in each
of the last two years. By rule, a team can require players
to report 15 days before its first preseason game. The
last three summers, the Bears had rookies report a
week before the veterans reporting date. 

BEARS

The season never
ends: Key dates,
deadlines for Bears
By Rich Campbell
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Tyler, the Creator wasn’t
going to be ignored. 

Amid the slow-moving, na-
tionally televised spectacle last
weekend that was the Grammy
Awards, the California rapper
donned a blond wig and shades,
commanded an army of clone-
like dancers and roared amid a
simulated inferno.

It was a riveting moment of
theater, but Tyler wasn’t
through. After winning the best
rap album Grammy for his 2019
release, “Igor,” he was still fired
up backstage.

“It sucks that whenever we —

and I mean guys that look like
me — do anything that’s genre-
bending or that’s anything, they
always put it in a rap or urban
category,” he said. “I don’t like
that ‘urban’ word — it’s just a
politically correct way to say the
n-word to me. … Half of me feels
like the rap nomination was just
a backhanded compliment, like
my little cousin wants to play
the game. Let’s give him the
unplugged controller so he can
shut up and feel good about it.”

The suggestion that the
Grammys are stacked against
non-white, non-mainstream
performers is not a new one. But
things behind the scenes have
been boiling over in recent
weeks with fresh accusations
made by the Recording Acade-
my’s recently ousted chief exe-
cutive, Deborah Dugan, that the
Grammys have been rigged by a
“boys club,” where votes are
manipulated in “secret
committees.”

Rigged or not, the Grammys 

Diversity blind spot shows
few signs of clearing up

Turn to Kot, Page 10

COMMENTARY

Faces of popular music
being shut out of major
Grammy categories

Greg Kot

O
n Monday, Steppenwolf
Theatre Company opens
“Bug,” a play by Tracy
Letts that was first seen
in London in 1996 

and, subsequently, at A Red Orchid 
Theatre in Chicago, where it starred
Michael Shannon and Shannon Coch-
ran, and then at the Barrow Street
Theatre in New York.

Set in a cheap motel room outside
Oklahoma City — a region much
dissected by Letts in the years that
followed — “Bug” follows the trajec-
tory of a persuasive young drifter and
the malleable waitress who falls in
love with him. The title refers to the
insects that wend their way into the

narrative, or, at least, into the charac-
ters’ increasingly intense perceptions
of their own story. “Bug” feels much
like a study in paranoia, unless you
think governmental actions make the
word redundant.

Steppenwolf’s all new production
is directed by David Cromer, a Chi-
cago director who has carved out a
career on Broadway in recent years.
Its star this time is Carrie Coon, 39,
known for her work on “The Left-
overs” and married to Letts. The
couple live in Bucktown with their
new baby. Coon, who has performed
four times at Steppenwolf, met up to
talk in a nearby cafe, just before leav-
ing for the Sundance Film Festival to
promote her new movie, “The Nest.”
The following has been edited from
our conversation.

Q: This is your first play as an
ensemble member.

A: Yes. I really didn’t expect to be
made an ensemble member because it
was always very dubious when I

would be able to commit to the thea-
ter, because of the things that are
happening in my career in TV and
film. I was very shocked.

Q: I wasn’t. But did it mean
something to you?

A: Oh, absolutely. I came to this city
like every young actor, trying to audi-
tion. It is quickly apparent where you
want to work. I am lucky that Step-
penwolf pulled me in.

Q: This is not exactly your first
appearance in a Tracy Letts play.
You must know the man pretty
well by now. 

A: I remember I used to think he
was a girl. What a talented woman, I
used to think. But yes, “Mary Page
Marlowe” was his play. And the
“Three Sisters” was his adaptation.
But this is my first crack at leading
lady in one of those plays that
launched his career. Slowly. I’ve al-
ways thought that “Bug” was a transi-
tional play, sitting between the gothic

“Killer Joe” and “The Man From
Nebraska,” more of a realistic piece.
But you would know better than me. 
I see Tracy in all of them, of course.
He has a very distinctive voice and
humor is always a part of his writing.
And he’s not afraid of theatricality.
But there is always a meta consider-
ation, a central metaphor about
America. What I love about Tracy’s
work is that it never feels like he is
writing the same play over and over
again. And I can’t say that about every
playwright. Whether an individual
effort is or is not successful, he is
always innovating. And you have to
remember in his early career, he was
working under the constraints of a
small Chicago theater company. He
was basically writing to employ his
friends. There had to be a unit set.
Characters of certain ages. When he
wrote “Bug,” he was thinking about
the same company that had created
“Killer Joe.”

Carrie Coon at Steppenwolf Theatre, where she is starring as Agnes in “Bug,” written by husband Tracy Letts in the 1990s. 
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‘A shared delusion’

Turn to Jones, Page 6

Chris Jones

Carrie Coon on conspiracy theories in the White House 
and her role in ‘Bug’ — a play written by husband Tracy Letts

Soprano Whitney Morrison
steps to the center of the rehears-
al room and tears into her aria:

“Who really cares where you sit
on the bus,

“As long as you get where you’re
goin’,” she cries.

As it happens, many people —
blacks, whites and shades 
between — cared a great deal
about where they sat on the bus
and in America’s bus terminals as
the civil rights era gathered mo-
mentum.

Some dared to take action.
They called themselves Freedom
Riders, and in 1961 they clam-
bered onto buses across the
country, sitting where they
pleased. 

When they arrived at South-
ern bus stations, they were
greeted with bats and clubs,
beaten, hospitalized and often
sent to prison. Yet they continued
to ride, armed only with the
knowledge that they had the

legal right to do so — and the guts
to try to prove it.

“Well, I seen what they do,”
Morrison chants, emotion rising.

“I seen people die. 

Can an opera on the civil
rights era change the world?

Turn to Reich, Page 10

Tyrone Chambers, left, director Tazewell Thompson, Lauren Michelle

and conductor Lidiya Yankovskaya rehearse “Freedom Ride” on Jan. 24. 

TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Howard Reich
On Music
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Now Playing

There is so much to fear in this
world and in this city. It is hard to
escape.

It was so much simpler when
Franklin D. Roosevelt, delivering
his first inaugural address as
president in 1933, said, “The only
thing we have to fear is fear itself.”

Roosevelt had never watched
TV and was thus not daily bom-
barded with its frightening im-
ages, whether of the fictional, all
too real or relatively benign type
(“Blizzard Watch”). Fostering our
fears and fueling our collective
sense of dread, TV delivers, and
millions eagerly accept.

Consider two programs cur-
rently available for your viewing.

“The Outsider” is based on a
novel by that master of horror
and fear and unease. His name is,
of course, Stephen King and this
series premiered on HBO some
weeks ago. In its four episodes to
date (No. 5 airs Sunday) it has
provided some terrific acting, a
darkly distinctive visual style, a
pile of bodies and plenty of rea-
sons for bad dreams.

It begins with the body of a
dead young boy, found in the
woods, bloody and abused. Detec-
tive Ralph Anderson (Ben Men-
delsohn) begins to gather evi-
dence and all of it points to the
killer being his friend Terry Mait-
land (Jason Bateman, who di-
rected the first two episodes), a
husband, father and Little League
coach. He is arrested, swears his
innocence and offers very solid
proof that he was not in town the
day of the murder.

What follows, having seen the
first four of the show’s 10 epi-
sodes, is captivating and, yes,
frightening. Other people die,
plenty of them and in all manner
of ways, and things get especially
enigmatic (some might think
confusing), especially after spe-
cial investigator Holly Gibney
(Cynthia Erivo, an Academy
Award nominee for her title role
in “Harriet”) gets involved, mak-
ing good if unnerving use of her
extrasensory-perception abilities.
With each spooky step she ap-

pears to be guiding viewers onto a
supernatural highway.

Having read the novel, I know
where we are headed. Or think I
do, because series creator Richard
Price is nothing if not imagina-
tive. The author of such fine
novels as “The Wanderers” and
“The Lush Life,” he’s been a cre-
ative force of such television
shows as “The Night Of” and
“The Deuce.” He wrote most of
this series’s episodes, getting
artful aide from another ac-
claimed novelist, Dennis Lehane.
Together and with others they
have — so far — effectively com-
bined the elements of a police
procedural with a paranormal
excursion.

They benefit greatly by fine
acting from their cast, notably
Mendelsohn; Julianne Nicholson
as Terry’s wife, Glory; Mare Win-
ningham as Anderson’s wife;
Bateman, who is also an executive
producer; and Erivo, who is, in a
word, captivating.

They all are responsible for
helping build a sense of forebod-
ing, as is a nameless hooded char-
acter lurking at the edges of the
action. Start watching and you are
likely to get hooked until the end,
even if you have to consult a dic-
tionary for the definition of dop-
pelganger, which is — I’ll save you

some time — “an apparition or
double of a living person.”

While doppelgangers may be
the stuff of legend, pandemics are
very real, and Netflix provides
“Pandemic: How to Prevent an
Outbreak,” a six-part streaming
documentary series that arrives
on the heels of the coronavirus,
which is so dominating headlines
and news flashes that it makes
this series frighteningly relevant,
if not wholly satisfying.

It begins with a search in a
suspected mass 1918 grave site in
Pennsylvania and the unsettling
fact that World War I soldiers
returning from battle helped
spread the Spanish flu virus so
widely that more than 100 million
people died worldwide.

Though much of its focus is on
the U.S., the program traverses
the globe to explore the possible
sources that could cause the next
devastating influenza epidemic.
In India, Vietnam, Guatemala,
Lebanon, Egypt and the U.S./
Mexico border, it examines
worldwide health care prepara-
tions (or lack thereof ) in place to
combat diseases and explores
what many are doing to try to
prevent disaster.

The series is filled with facts,
peppered with such alarming and
chilling sentences as these:

“A future flu pandemic would
likely kill hundreds of millions of
people”

“All it would take is one person
to spread a virus around the globe.”

“When we talk about another
flu pandemic happening, it’s not a
matter of if, but when.”

There is a palpable, and under-
standable, sense of urgency as the
program punctuates the need to
prepare against epidemics and
explores the expensive quest to
create a universal flu vaccine.
This is powerfully captured in
Jake Glanville, the founder of a
biotech company called Distrib-
uted Bio. He and his colleagues
are working to create just such a
vaccine, a mission made more
difficult because it is completely
funded out of pocket.

He is among the show’s many
heroes, who come in the shape of
doctors and scientists battling
against such foes as underfunding
in research and health care, those
of the vociferous anti-vaxxer
movement, misinformation and
political red tape. It is sad to listen
to Holly Goracke, the only doctor
on her shift at a rural Oklahoma
hospital, wonder if such small
facilities as hers might be ignored
in the face of an outbreak.

Yes, this series will fuel some of
your fears. The coronavirus is not

mentioned, but given how fre-
quently it peppers current news,
it will surely be lurking ominously
in your mind. The show is quite
capably produced by Zero Point
Zero Productions, known for
making some of the shows for the
late Anthony Bourdain. While it
may smack a bit of fear monger-
ing, it delivers much information
and food for thought.

Whether you partake of these
programs, well, that’s your call.
But either might cause you to
remember another of Stephen
King’s bestsellers. “The Stand”
gives us a planet in chaos after a
strain of influenza is accidentally
released and kills 99% of the
world’s population. Published in
1978, the novel was made into a
1994 television miniseries star-
ring, among many, Rob Lowe,
Molly Ringwald and Gary Sinise.

More than 19 million people
watched each episode of the
four-part series, and there is
another miniseries based on the
book in the works, set to premiere
later this year. Maybe you’ll watch
it, adhering to something Eleanor
Roosevelt once said, “Do one
thing every day that scares you,”
having no idea that television
would make that so, so easy.

rkogan@chicagotribune.com

Our fears are as close as the nearest TV

Rick Kogan

Actress Cynthia Erivo is an investigator in the HBO miniseries “The Outsider,” a TV adaptation of Stephen King’s novel. 

HBO 
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — What
started as a joke on Twitter about
an unwritten rule among country
radio stations not to play two
female artists in a row prompted
outrage by country music stars,
but also pledges to give women
equal airtime. 

A now-deleted tweet by Michi-
gan radio station 98 WKCQ-FM
last week claimed “we cannot
play two females back to back” in
response to a writer for Variety
magazine. The station’s parent
company later denied that was
ever a rule, but the fire that had
been steadily smoldering for
years over the perceived barriers
to women in country music had
already been reignited. 

Grammy-winning country
singer Kacey Musgraves snapped
back on Twitter to the station,
“And yet, they can play 18 dudes
who sound exactly the same back
to back.”

Kelsea Ballerini chimed in to
say, “I’m really sorry that in 2020,
after YEARS of conversation of
equal play, there are still some
companies that make their sta-
tions play by these rules.”

But others took an immediate
action. 

CMT announced it would
institute equal airplay for female
artists across its two channels.
And a country radio station in
Ontario, Canada, started an equal
play initiative for one week,
pledging to split the airplay time
50-50 between men and female
voices. 

The so-called rule against
playing two women back to back
is a familiar excuse heard by
country singer Mickey Guyton,
who was one of several female
country stars tweeting about the
controversy. 

“I have also heard them say
that women need to write better

songs,” Guyton said in an email
interview.

Guyton said the industry is
more concerned with finding
reasons why women aren’t suc-
ceeding than finding solutions. 

“For the longest time, I was so
scared to speak up because I was
taught to fear losing the support
of the industry, but you can’t lose
what you don’t have,” said Guy-
ton, who has a new single called
“Sister.” 

“The people who have felt
underrepresented are thanking
me for standing up for something
that they have seen go on for a
long time,” she said. 

“No women back to back”
might not be a rule, but statistics
show that overall country radio
has put it in practice for the last
two decades. 

Jada Watson, a professor at the
University of Ottawa who studies
country music and gender, found
that country radio has been for
several years severely lopsided in
how many female artists are
played. 

Her report, in consultation
with WOMAN Nashville, found
that between 2000 and 2018,
there was a 66% decline in the
number of songs by female artists
on country radio.

“Ultimately what they’re doing
with these 50/50 and equal play
campaigns is retraining an audi-
ence to be familiar with female
voices, who’ve they not heard for
the last decade,” Watson said. 

Still this is not surprising infor-
mation to anyone in country
music. In 2015, a radio consultant
who compared women with
tomatoes in a salad and encour-
aged stations to remove female
voices from their playlists
prompted a similar call for
changes in the industry. 

Brittany Thompson, program
director for CKLC-FM, a country
radio station in Kingston, Ontario,
said everyone in country music

points fingers elsewhere when
these gender discussions come
up, whether it’s at radio, labels or
concert promoters. 

“We will use our platform to
hopefully at least not only start a
discussion, but show that you
don’t have to be scared of women
on country radio,” Thompson
said. 

She also said that prior to their
equal play initiative, the station
was playing about 40% women to
60% male artists for songs that
are current. For recurrent and
gold playlists, which are songs
that have been released months
or years prior, the disparity was
much larger for women, Thomp-
son said. 

“We had a minuscule amount
of women. There might have
been a couple of Carrie Under-
wood songs. I don’t think we had
any Miranda Lambert songs,”
Thompson said.

Leslie Fram, senior vice presi-
dent of music and talent at CMT,
has been behind a number of
initiatives meant to support new
and existing female acts in coun-
try music, including a popular
CMT Next Women of Country
tour. She dismissed the critics of
equality pledges who say songs
should be chosen based on merit,
not gender. 

“We are basing it on merit,”
Fram said. “We’re saying the best
song should win, but women

should have an equal playing
field.”

Other initiatives some stations
have taken include playing wom-
en for an entire hour, or having
programming that is dedicated to
playing women. These initiatives
are a little frustrating, but it’s
better than no action at all, said
Brandy Clark, who will be part of
CMT’s Next Women of Country
tour this year. She applauded
CMT for its equality pledge. 

“I hate that for women to get
played we have to turn ourselves
into even more of a minority,”
Clark said. “But it has to start
somewhere. People can’t like
what they don’t hear.”

For Guyton, she wants to see
more stations and companies
pledge to play more women and
stop adhering to false notions
about what country listeners
want to hear. 

“I have a hard time believing
that 50% of the population
doesn’t want to hear songs that
represent them,” Guyton said. 

Country music
has a gender

problem

Jennifer Nettles wears an outfit with wording asking radio stations to play more songs by women at the CMAs

in November. 

EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION

Twitter joke reignites what has long 
been an issue for female artists

By Kristin M. Hall
Associated Press

“We are basing it on merit ... We’re saying
the best song should win, but women
should have an equal playing field.”
— Leslie Fram, senior vice president of music and talent at CMT
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BOOKS

In “My America: Immigrant &
Refugee Writers Today,” a multi-
media exhibit that opened re-
cently and runs through May
2021, contemporary writers from
around the nation talk about the
influence of immigrant and ref-
ugee writing on American
culture.

The American Writers Muse-
um’s rotating gallery space, while
small, currently holds the works
of 31 authors and 10 touch screens
that take visitors through 4 1⁄2

hours of content about the ref-
ugee and immigrant experience
in the United States — through
their own words. 

Writers were interviewed for
almost an hour on camera about
their writing processes and how
their backgrounds influence their
work. The result: Visitors can go
to any one screen — designated by
such themes as “othering,” “influ-
ences,” and “community” — and
choose from any one of the more
than 10 writers to listen to or read
about the author’s perspective.

The stories are poignant, funny
and real, contributing to an en-
riched literary landscape. 

For example, Iranian American
author Dina Nayeri shares her
thoughts on duality: “We are all a
multiplicity. We’re not just two of
anything.” She goes on to share
how in her writing she tries to
translate her native language into

Westernized terms. 
“So for example,” she said, “in

Farsi, the actual phrase for I love
you is I want to eat your liver
(laughs).” 

And when Akwaeke Emezi, a
Nigerian American, talks about
her journey as a writer, she refers
to herself as living in “liminal
spaces” — a transitional space
that exists between what was and
what’s next.

“I spent so long in that place-
less space trying to figure out
where I could fit that what even-
tually happened was that I let go
of the idea of belonging anywhere
at all,” she said. “It was immense-
ly freeing to understand that … I
have not known a life in which I
have not been othered in some
way across multiple axes. 

“All my bios say that I’m based
in liminal spaces. That is a space I
am comfortable in.”

The featured writers — which
range from artists in their early
20s to their late 60s — include
Edwidge Danticat, poet Jenny
Xie, Jose Olivarez, screenwriter
Ligiah Villalobos Rojas, Ngozi
Ukazu, and graphic artist and
writer Jerome Walford. The
process started a year-and-a-half
ago, according to museum Presi-
dent Carey Cranston, and was
guided in content and structure
by the participating authors.

“Twelve interviews on each
screen … there’s a huge amount of
content,” he said. “The idea was

there would be a lot of different
voices, so people would be able to
find themselves and hear differ-
ent stories. One of the things
about the exhibit is it’s very inter-
active …. We’re not telling their
stories; they’re telling us.”

As one walks to the exhibit
space through the museum, nota-
ble American writers who are
immigrants or children of immi-
grants, are tagged with a “My
America: Immigrant & Refugee
Writers Today” sticker to show
that nearly every writer is con-
nected to a migration experience.

Visitors are encouraged to
share their stories of migration on
cards that look like luggage tags
and leave them for other visitors
to read.

“The stamps let them acknowl-
edge what their family story is:
Did they come for family? Oppor-
tunity? Refuge? Or by force (as
slaves)? Or was there some other
reason?” Carey said.

Vu Tran, University of Chicago
director of undergraduate studies
in creative writing who emigrated
from Vietnam with his family at 5,
and Juan Martinez, assistant
professor of English at North-
western University who came to
America by way of Colombia at
16, are part of the exhibit. 

“For me, I grew up reading a lot
of American authors, a lot of
science fiction,” Martinez said.
“But it took me a long time to
realize that there’s a wider diet of
literature out there and that there
were people who kind of shared
the experience of not quite being
from here while being from here.”

Vu, a friend of Martinez, said
projects like “My America” help
to expand readers’ “interests and
who you engage with in an artis-
tic culture.”

“This has been part of a slow
process of expanding my reading
— and reading not only my fellow
Vietnamese American writers but
as many writers of color as I can,”
he said. “And teaching them too. 

“Our students are not only
interested in a wider range of
writers and topics, but they insist
on it. I felt more passive when I
was young — I kind of just swal-
lowed what my teachers were
telling me about the cannon. And
I really didn’t question it, but now
my students are. 

“They’re forcing not just my
white colleagues but myself to ask
the question: Who should I teach
and how should I teach it?”

Vu, a Hyde Park resident and
first-time author with his book
“Dragonfish,” hopes people en-
gage with the exhibit, no matter
their background.

“I hope they see themselves in
it … that there are versions of this
experience in everyone’s life,” he
said. “Just reach back into your
own family history to find it or
just reach for the time you went
to college and felt like there was
no one like you once you got
there. 

“Whether it’s as simple as
moving to another city or growing
up somewhere where you feel
different from anybody else, it’s a
very similar kind of experience.
That experience, to me, seems to
be a universal one. I think an

exhibit like this can show that to a
lot of people who would other-
wise not think that way. That’s
what I hope.”

Martinez, an Edgewater resi-
dent and author of “Best Worst
American: Stories,” said he thinks
it’s important that museum visi-
tors see the ways in which writers
wrestle with their experiences,
the difficult task of writing and
how they go about it.

“Maybe along the way, we can
make it a little less mysterious,”
Martinez said, “To let people
know that ‘hey, you can do this.’ It
just takes a lot of reading and
writing.”

Vu said writing, for a lot of
people, can be scary. He finds that
a lot of his students are “implicitly
asking me for permission to
write.” 

“I think it’s especially true
when you’re an immigrant and
your parents did all this stuff to
survive and help you prosper,” Vu
said. “Maybe an exhibit like this, a
young, aspiring writer comes in
and says, ‘Oh, this is my permis-
sion.’ It would be odd to have an
American Writers Museum and
not have an exhibit on immi-
grant/refugee writers. It’s so
important to the whole notion of
being an American.”

“My America: Immigrant & Ref-
ugee Writers Today,” runs through
May 2021 at the American Writers
Museum, 180 N. Michigan Ave. For
details, visit americanwriters
museum.org.

drockett@chicagotribune.com

Vu Tran and Juan Martinez, participants in the “My America: Immigrant & Refugee Writers Today,” hope the American Writers Museum exhibit inspires a new generation. 
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‘We are all a multiplicity’
American Writers Museum exhibit dives into
modern immigrant, refugee experience in US

By Darcel Rockett

Michiana may be a popular
summer destination for many
Chicagoans, but in the fictional
world of Chicago writer Bryan
Gruley, it’s not the best place to go
to for fun and frolic. The dour
names of his resort towns — Star-
vation Lake, Bleak Harbor and
now Purgatory Bay — tell you all
you need to know. 

These are places where dark
family secrets fester, and the
foulest deeds are committed to
keep a lid on those secrets or to
mete out punishment to rivals.
Children are no less safe from
these evil designs than adults.

In “Purgatory Bay,” the bent
avenger is 29-year-old Jubilee
Rathman. A dozen years ago, her
parents and younger sister were
massacred by Detroit’s “premier
mob family,” the Petruglias, after
her money-laundering father
appeared to have ratted them out
to the Detroit Times. They also

set the Rathman house on fire,
leaving Jubilee’s little brother
Joshua badly disfigured.

The murders were never
solved, but Jubilee, who was
bound for Princeton on a soccer
scholarship when the tragedy
occurred, has spent the interven-
ing years devising a plan to puni-
sh those responsible. Her hit list
includes not only members of the
Petruglia family, but also
Michaela “Mikey” Deming, who
as a young police reporter gar-
nered a damning quote from
Jubilee’s mother for the news-
paper expose, as well as Mikey’s
blind artist sister Ophelia and
Mikey’s hockey-playing teenage
daughter Bridget.

Even by Gruley’s irrepressible
standards, “Purgatory Bay” is
pretty loopy — a monster movie
dressed up as crime fiction. Per-
manently alienated from what
she calls “the outer world,” Ju-
bilee lives in a walled retreat on a
tiny island with her brother and

various bitcoin-financed virtual
assistants, including a pushy
female-voiced one that goes by
the name Frances.

Having created the myth that
the despondent Joshua jumped
off a cliff in Colorado, an act that
purportedly led her to establish a
teenage suicide prevention group,
she changed his name to Caleb (a
Hebrew derivation that translates
for Gruley’s purposes to “faithful
dog”) and trained him as her
masked henchman. 

For his efforts, which include
abducting Ophelia and attacking
members of the Petruglia family
with his pet weaponized drones,
he is rewarded with chocolate Ho
Hos, “something he had learned
he could not go without.” (Anoth-
er character is defined by her love
of Kit Kats, which tells us that the
author is either hooked on candy
or is working for the snack indus-
try). 

Everyone’s existence, it would
seem, is clouded by a tragic loss.

Ophelia, known for her public
installations, is haunted by a
bizarre childhood mishap on the
sand dunes that claimed the life
of her twin brother. Police chief
Katya Malone, back from failing
to find the missing boy in “Bleak
Harbor,” mourns her young
daughter, killed in a car chase
involving her mom. For her part,
Mikey, who now co-runs a litera-
cy center in Ann Arbor, has never
gotten over her guilt for her role
in the Rathman killings.

For all that heavy sentiment,
“Purgatory Bay” is more calculat-
ing than emotionally driven. The
plot design tends to outrace and
in some cases shortchange the
characters. But any thriller in
which the villain is motivated by
the writings of Flannery O’Con-
nor is not to be dismissed. And
“Purgatory Bay” plugs neatly into
the history of bureaucratic cor-
ruption, land schemes, dysfunc-
tional families and grudge
matches Gruley has sketched out

in previous efforts. The new novel
beckons readers to come on in,
even if the water’s not so fine. 

Lloyd Sachs, a freelancer, writes
regularly about crime fiction for
the Chicago Tribune.

REVIEW

Gruley back with more grim Michiana tales
By Lloyd Sachs

‘Purgatory Bay’
By Bryan Gruley, Thomas & Mer-

cer, 315 pages, $24.95
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The Book Stall hosts Northwestern University professor
ALEXANDRA SOLOMON to celebrate the release of “Taking
Sexy Back: How to Own Your Sexuality & Create the
Relationships You Want.” Dr. Solomon, a psychologist and
relationship expert, offers a holistic approach to help women
reclaim their sexuality, communicate their desires, draw
boundaries, be safe, and build relationships they truly want.

ALEXANDRA SOLOMON
Taking Sexy Back

811 Elm St., Winnetka

Saturday, Feb. 8 at 2 pm

847 446-8880

The Book Stall

www.thebookstall.com

SATURDAY EVENTS

The Book Stall hosts Chicago business communications
consultant JACK MODZELEWSKI for a “Book Stall Talks
Business” conversation about his new book, “Talk Is Chief:
Leadership, Communications, and Credibility in a High-
Stakes World.” Leading the discussion is Discover CEO Roger
Hochschild.

JACK MODZELEWSKI
Talk Is Chief

811 Elm St., Winnetka

Thursday, Feb. 6 at 6:30 pm

847 446-8880

The Book Stall

www.thebookstall.com

THURSDAY EVENTS

Anderson’s Bookshop in Naperville hosts author Jeanine
Cummins presenting her buzzed about (and timely) new
book,American Dirt. This event is free and open to the public.
To join the booksigning line, please purchase the author’s
featured book at Anderson’s Bookshop.

JEANINE CUMMINS
American Dirt

123 W. Jefferson Ave. Naperville

Wednesday, February 5 at 7 pm

(630) 355-2665

Anderson’s Bookshop

www.andersonsbookshop.com

WEDNESDAY EVENTS

Anderson’s Bookshop in Naperville welcomes picture book
author Jason Tharp with his colorful new title, It’s Okay to
be a Unicorn. Join the unicorn party celebration! This event
is free and open to the public. To join the booksigning line,
please purchase the author’s featured book at Anderson’s
Bookshop.

JASON THARP
It’s Okay to be a Unicorn

123 W. Jefferson Ave. Naperville

Tuesday, February 4 at 7 pm

(630) 355-2665

Anderson’s Bookshop

www.andersonsbookshop.com

TUESDAY EVENTS

Anderson’s Bookshop in La Grange welcomes novelist
Kathleen West with her latest book, Minor Dramas & Other
Catastrophies. This event is free and open to the public.
To join the booksigning line, please purchase the author’s
featured book at Anderson’s Bookshop.

KATHLEEN WEST
Minor Dramas & Other Catastrophies

26 S. La Grange Rd. La Grange

Monday, February 10 at 7 pm

(708) 582-6353

Anderson’s Bookshop

www.andersonsbookshop.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

You may have heard about the contro-
versy surrounding “American Dirt,” the
newly released novel by Jeanine Cummins,
and the most recent pick for Oprah’s Book
Club. Flatiron Books recently canceled the
rest of Cummins’ book tour, citing con-
cerns for the author’s safety.

Much of the public discussion of the
controversy, including a recent New York
Times story, seems to be treating this as an
example of so-called “outrage culture,”
over the fact that Cummins is not of Mexi-
can descent and has not personally had the
experience of migrant peoples.But this
controversy is not that. 

Upon announcing her choice of the
book, Oprah Winfrey declared, “I feel that
everyone who reads this book is going to be
immersed in the experience of what it
means to be a migrant on the run for free-
dom.”

Winfrey’s enthusiasm stands in stark
contrast to the judgment of New York
Times book critic Parul Sehgal, who wrote,
“What thin creations these characters are
— and how distorted they are by the stilted
prose and characterizations.”

In fact, both pre- and post-publication
objections to the book were not over Cum-
mins’ identity, but over the fact that she
gets many things wrong about the culture
and experiences she is attempting to por-
tray.

Myriam Gurba, a writer of Mexican
heritage, in an essay recounting how her
negative review of “American Dirt” was
declined by a “feminist magazine,” even
though Gurba had been solicited to write
it, said, “(American) Dirt” is a Frankenstein
of a book, a clumsy and distorted spectacle
and while some white critics have com-
pared Cummins to Steinbeck, I think a
more apt comparison is to Vanilla Ice.”

Writing at the Huffington Post, David J.
Schmidt catalogs portions of the novel
which feel “cribbed” from Latino writers,
such as the Chicago-area’s own Luis Al-
berto Urrea. It is wonderful to seek outside
sources to inform one’s writing. If the
sources are not transformed through the
writing process into something new and
truthful, though, it’s a problem.

Other writers have pointed out passages
of erroneous Spanish, and Sehgal summed
up the reading experience by declaring,
“the book feels conspicuously like the work
of an outsider.”

Cummins is not being criticized because
she is a non-Mexican person writing about
the Mexican experience. She is being criti-

cized because she is a non-
Mexican person writing
about the Mexican experi-
ence poorly. 

All artists should feel free
to explore anything that
draws their interest, but
good intentions don’t cover
faulty execution. As Re-
becca Makkai said of her
decision to write about the
1980s AIDS crisis in Chi-
cago in “The Great Believ-
ers,” despite having no
personal experience with
those involved in the era, “I
don’t need to apologize for
writing across difference; I
need to apologize if I get it wrong.”

This is criticism, not “canceling.”
“American Dirt” got a lot of hype, a seven-
figure advance and rapturous endorse-
ments from literary lights such as Stephen
King, Sandra Cisneros, Ann Patchett and
Kristin Hannah. Don Winslow, author of
“The Border,” called it “A ‘Grapes of Wrath’
for our times.” Cummins is selling thou-

sands and thousands of
books, being interviewed on
national television and has a
film version in the works
with Clint Eastwood’s pro-
duction company. 

If that’s cancellation, sign
me up.

The incident is an illumi-
nating look at what happens
to a book when the publish-
ing machinery turns a book
into a “product” — and loses
sight of the quality of the
book itself. 

Oprah says she has been
listening to the controversy
and hopes to address it in

the forthcoming episode of her book club
featuring “American Dirt.” 

I hope it’s a conversation worth having.
Let’s step away from culture-war tropes. 

John Warner is the author of “Why They
Can’t Write: Killing the Five-Paragraph
Essay and Other Necessities.”
Twitter @biblioracle

Jeanine Cummins is the author of “American Dirt,” a novel that’s sparked controversy
about how underrepresented people’s stories are told — and who tells them. 

HEATHER STEN/THE NEW YORK TIMES

BIBLIORACLE

Problem isn’t who wrote it, but how

By John Warner

Book recommendations
from the Biblioracle
John Warner tells readers what book to

pick up next, based on the last five titles

they’ve read.

1. “A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor
Towles
2. “Becoming” by Michelle Obama
3. “Letters From Skye” by Jessica
Brockmole
4. “Faith” by Jimmy Carter
5. “A Damsel in Distress” by P.G.
Wodehouse
— Michael H., Aurora

My expert sleuthing has uncovered the
fact that “Letters From Skye” is an epis-
tolary novel, which means Michael will
have no objections to the form, which
means I can recommend a classic,
“Dangerous Liaisons” by Pierre
Choderlos de Laclos.

1. “Everything I Never Told You” by
Celeste Ng
2. “Never Have I Ever” by Joshilyn
Jackson
3. “Normal People” by Sally Rooney
4. “The Death of Mrs. Westaway” by
Ruth Ware
5. “The Stranger in the Woods: The

Extraordinary Story of the Last True

Hermit” by Michael Finkel
— Maureen W., Glenview

I think Maureen will devour Marcy Der-
mansky’s “Very Nice” in a day, just like I
did.

1. “The Grammarians” by Cathleen
Schine 
2. “Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of

the Dead” by Olga Tokarczuk 
3. “The Wolf Border” by Sarah Hall 
4. “A Primer for Forgetting: Getting

Past the Past” by Lewis Hyde 
5. “Visitation Street” by Ivy Pochoda 
— Cecelia B., Chicago

Some of the commentary Cecelia in-
cluded with her list of recent reads
indicates she’s not just a reader, but an
enthusiastic reader, with passionate
responses (both positive and not) to
everything she reads. Recommending a
book to this kind of reader is both excit-
ing and anxiety-producing. But that’s
why I’m the Biblioracle. “Disappearing

Earth” by Julia Phillips.

Get a reading from the
Biblioracle
Send a list of the last five books you’ve
read to books@chicagotribune.com.

Cummins’ ‘American Dirt’ 
gets many things wrong about
Mexican culture, experience
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No one knew how “Before
Sunrise” would end. In addition to
leaving the audience on a cliff-
hanger — would the visiting
American Jesse (Ethan Hawke)
and the French student Céline
(Julie Delpy) meet again after one
night of passionate conversation
on the streets of Vienna? — the
filmmakers themselves were at a
loss until the last minute.

“We shot in chronological
order and worked on the script
every weekend throughout the
shoot,” director and co-writer
Richard Linklater said. “We went
pretty far into this thinking they
weren’t going to plan to meet
again, and the night before, we
were up until 3 in the morning
rewriting the final scene.”

Made for just $2.5 million,
“Before Sunrise” opened the 1995
Sundance Film Festival and
formed a collaborative partner-
ship among Linklater, Hawke and
Delpy that led to two sequels,
“Before Sunset” (2004) and “Be-
fore Midnight” (2013), and dec-
ades of friendship.

In honor of the first film’s 25th
anniversary, the stars and director
talked about making the uncon-
ventional romance. Here are ex-
cerpts from those conversations.

The idea for the movie came to
Linklater during a night spent with
a woman he met in a Philadelphia
toy store in 1989. Years later, he
would learn she had died in a
motorcycle accident just before
“Before Sunrise” began filming.

Richard Linklater: This girl was
flirting with me while I waited for
my sister (to finish shopping), so I
wrote a little note like, “Hey, I’m
in town for one night if you want
to hang out.” Somewhere in the
night I said to her, “I want to make
a film about this. Just this feeling.”
That’s really all it was trying to
ever capture — that rush of meet-
ing someone and that under-
current of flirtation and romance.

It took a bicoastal casting call
and more than six months to find
the perfect leads.

Linklater: It wasn’t clear if it was
going to be a European male and
American female (or vice versa).
In the first draft, we named the
characters Chris and Terry be-
cause both are kind of genderless.
It was that open.

Anthony Rapp invited me to see
a play he was in with Ethan
Hawke in New York. I had never
met Ethan, but at that moment, he
was the biggest star in his age
range. I ended up at a bar with
him after the play.

Ethan Hawke: We hung out until
4 a.m. After that, Rick sent me the
script, and I thought he was offer-
ing me the part. I was really ex-
cited and had all these questions,
and I realized after talking to my
agents that he was not offering —
he was asking me to audition with
about 10,000 other people.

Linklater: Julie was the second

actor I met on the first day of our
big LA casting session. I remem-
ber liking her, and her resume was
impressive. She’d worked all over
Europe. She was just getting
started in the U.S., but she im-
mediately went to the top of the
list.

Julie Delpy: I like the idea of
people meeting over one night
and falling in love. (Linklater)
clearly stated that he wanted the
actors involved in the writing, and
I liked that. It wasn’t just a part.

Hawke: Meeting Julie was like
meeting a character from a novel,
like Anna Karenina or something.
She’s a very deep person. I’d never
felt so American and so dumb.

Delpy: He was like a puppy, so
young and sweet. He hates that,
but really he had a beautiful naive
quality about him. I mean naive in
a good way, naive but very smart
at the same time.

Delpy, Hawke and Linklater
headed to Vienna for a three-week
intensive workshop ahead of the
summer 1994 shoot and continued

revising the script throughout 25
days of filming.

Hawke: Revising is way too mild
of a word. Rick wanted to make a
movie about living in the moment.
And to do that we were all going
to have to live in the moment
together to create the movie. For
every scene in there, we wrote,
like, 17 that didn’t make the cut.

Delpy: It was intense, and a lot of
my personal feelings went into it. I
was an extremely romantic per-
son, very pure and full of dreams.
The writing was very organic. The
guys would listen to me as I was
really the only woman in the
room, especially when we got to
Vienna.

Linklater: To this day, they don’t
really get the credit as actors
because everybody thinks they’re
improvising.

Regular trains were used to film
Jesse and Céline’s meet-cute, as
well as Céline’s sendoff in the clos-
ing scene.

Linklater: It was hell. We rode

the trains from Vienna to Salzburg
and back for three days to get the
beginning scene and the shots out
the windows. You’re good when
the train reaches a certain speed,
but if it’s jumping around, you’re
screwed.

Hawke: My stepfather had given
me this burgundy turtleneck, and
I was in love with it. I don’t know
why. And then I just immediately
regretted it because it was really
hot. What idiot thinks they look
good in a turtleneck in summer in
Vienna?

Linklater: The very last shot of
the movie, when Julie walks onto
the train, we had that timed to the
second and we got one chance to
do it. It was like, the train’s going
to leave here at 8:37:30. I’m going
to say action at 8:20. She’s going to
get on a non-moving train. And
then when she gets to her seat, the
train is going to be moving. It was
tense, but we rehearsed the hell
out of it and it worked.

Delpy: It was insanely hot. I had
not slept in days because we shot
(mostly) at night. I remember

being miserable. It was the end of
the shoot, and I felt I was never
going to see Rick and Ethan again.

When the pair almost kiss while
listening to Kath Bloom’s “Come
Here” in the record store booth,
Delpy and Hawke’s reactions were
authentic.

Linklater: That’s the only time I
withheld anything from the cast.
The lyrics were in the script, but
they had never actually heard the
song. So you can see them really
listening because they’d never
heard that yearning, creaky thing
in Kath Bloom’s voice that’s so
moving.

Hawke: It’s probably my single
favorite take of anything I’ve been
involved with.

Delpy: That was really special. It
was like magic — each time I felt
Ethan looking away, I would look
at him and vice versa. I almost fell
in love with him right there, but
then Rick said cut.

Jesse and Céline’s first kiss takes
place on Vienna’s Prater Ferris
wheel at sunset, but was difficult in
more ways than one.

Linklater: We tried to shoot it at
sunset, but they would only stop
the Ferris wheel for 10 minutes,
and then we’d have to go around
and do it again. We had three
different light levels by the time
we finished. So we went back a
week later and reshot that in the
morning when they let us stop it
for an hour. When you see their
first kiss, that was shot in the a.m.

Hawke: Julie is afraid of heights.
Try making out with somebody
who’s absolutely petrified. It was
challenging, and I don’t think she
was terribly impressed — she’d
been with a lot more interesting
men than me.

Linklater intentionally left sev-
eral elements of the film up to the
audience’s imagination, namely did
Jesse and Céline have sex?

Linklater: Technically, you could
see it any way you want. If you
look closely, she’s dressed a little
differently. So if you really do the
math, you go OK, that dress had to
come off to get that shirt off.
Something happened. I think all
the hints are there.

Every nine years, there’s been a
sequel, but it’s unlikely a fourth
film would arrive on schedule.

Hawke: There was a feeling I had
in my gut when we finished “Be-
fore Midnight” that I’d never had
before, which was that we were
done. “Sunrise,” “Sunset,” “Mid-
night” is one work in its own
strange way. That doesn’t mean
there won’t be another work, like
an epilogue. I would be curious
about an “After” series, about
something where you really deal
with the second half of your life.

Linklater: Maybe we’ll wait until
they’re in their 80s. I’m not ruling
that out.

25 years after ‘Before’
Inside the making of an indie classicBy Ashley Spencer

The New York Times

Director Richard Linklater, center, works with Julie Delpy and Ethan Hawke on the set of 1995’s “Before Sunrise.”

COLUMBIA PICTURES

Linklater, Delpy and Hawke reunited in 2013 for the release of the third film in the trilogy, “Before Midnight.”

KIRK MCKOY/LOS ANGELES TIMES 

Q: David Cromer is a new
wrinkle.

A: I love Cromer and have
always wanted to work with him.
I loved “The Band’s Visit.” I don’t
like most musicals. I think I don’t
entirely understand them. But
that one was staged so I under-
stood why people were singing.
He knows how to make simple,
classy transitions. This will be the
classiest production that “Bug”
had ever been gifted. The produc-
tion values are so much higher
than has ever been the case be-
fore. “Bug” doesn’t usually get
this kind of treatment.

Q: Originally, this was a very
famous Michael Shannon per-
formance.

A: He and Tracy did a Q&A at
the Music Box (theater). They
were like rock stars. “Bug” does
represent the best of Chicago
fringe theater. In some ways, we
are up against the memory of that
production. But it is also exciting
to introduce this play to a new
generation. It’s a love story. It’s
ultimately a metaphor about love
and codependency and what
happens to us when we are in
love. Isn’t that what love is? A
shared delusion?

Q: If you say so. 
A: Whether or not you’ve ever

had a bug infestation, we’ve all
been involved in our own love
stories for better or worse. The
play is not exactly hopeful — I
mean it is what it is — but the
characters do find some purpose

for their life in the end. And then
they save the world. See, I am in a
play about two people who are in
love and save the world.

Q: What about the whole
government-conspiracy thing?

A: We have a conspiracy theo-
rist in the White House, for god’s
sake! “Bug” has never been more
relevant. The psychology of the
play, by the way, is absolutely
sound. You can justify paranoia
and conspiracy; the play accounts
for both. And these days, there is
no truth. There is no objectivity.
We can’t even have a rational
argument any more. That is a real
disservice toward policy making.
Conspiracy theories used to be
passed around on ham radio. 
Now there are men, primarily, 
in the White House who make
decisions about going to war and
their foundational beliefs are

conspiracy theories.

Q: You are outspoken on the
Twitter.

A: I know. I didn’t want to be.
But it’s therapeutic. Having a
toddler has been a blessing be-
cause it forces me to take time out
from the news.

Q: But you are not a branded
actress in that social-media
kind of way. You’re boutique. 

A: I don’t like that branding
thing. I am always saying to my
team — and, yes, I have a team
now, Chris — that I never want to
be that. I hate the idea that a
person is a brand. It feels exactly
like Citizens United and the idea
that corporations are actually
people. It’s all part of the same
problem.

Q: What is your trajectory

now? Your dual careers are
crazy. 

A: Yes, isn’t it weird that Tracy
is having this great movie career
in his 50s? That was unexpected.
This is the first time I’ve done a
play with a toddler and it’s much
tougher to work in the theater
than on TV and film, where there
are a lot more breaks. You sit on
your butt. It’s so much harder to
work in the theater. You work
hours that aren’t all that amena-
ble. You can’t do everything — it’s
hard to be a good actor, a good
mom and take care of yourself.
My joke is I now will only do
something very easy or very hard.
The payoff for doing a job has to
merit the time. I don’t mean ca-
reer payoff, but I mean what it
gives you. I have a mommy group
of Chicago actors who have kids.

We never see each other.

Q: You’re both staying in
town, though. Right?

A: We’re here. We are commit-
ted to our theater company. Our
house is down the street. As I sit
here, I am still figuring out what it
is to have a toddler in Chicago.
We’re in a place in our careers
now where we can take turns, but
we’re also very much aware that
this might be the peak. So there
you go.

“Bug” is now in previews and 
runs through March 8 at
Steppenwolf Theatre Company,
1650 N. Halsted St.; 312-335-1650
and www.steppenwolf.org

Chris Jones is a Tribune critic.
cjones5@chicagotribune.com

Jones
Continued from Page 1

Actors Tracy Letts, left, and Carrie Coon attend the premiere of “Little

Women” on Dec. 7, 2019, in New York.

EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISIONCarrie Coon as Nora Durst in HBO’s “The Leftovers.”

PAUL SCHIRALDI PHOTOGRAPHY
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CSO.ORG | 312-294-3000 SCP JAZZ SERIES SPONSORCSO TUESDAY SERIES MEDIA SPONSOR

MAESTRO RESIDENCY PRESENTER

ARTISTS, PRICES AND PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

OFFICIAL AIRLINE OF THE CSO

COMING UP AT SYMPHONY CENTER

CSO FEB 4

Paul Lewis Plays Beethoven

Piano Concertos Nos. 1 & 4

CSO FEB 6–8

Muti Conducts Cavalleria rusticana

Family FEB 8

Once Upon a Symphony®:

The Boy and the Violin
Perfect for ages 3–5!

World FEB 9

Jordi Savall: Splendor of

the Iberian Baroque
In the Time of Lope de Vega

& Calderón de la Barca

Jazz FEB 14

The Piano Soul of Nat King Cole
featuring Jeff Lindberg’s Chicago

Jazz Orchestra with special guests

Kenny Barron, Benny Green

and Russell Malone

World FEB 15

Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlán

Piano FEB 16

Yuja Wang

CSO FEB 20–23

Muti Conducts Beethoven 2 & 5

CSO FEB 27–29

Sibelius & Nielsen:

A Nordic Celebration

Jazz FEB 28

Abdullah Ibrahim & Ekaya

Piano MAR 1

Daniil Trifonov

FEB 14

S Y M P H O N Y C E N T E R P R E S E N T S J A Z Z

Before Nat KingCole emerged as one of America’smost popular singers,

hewasmakingwaves as an influential jazz pianist and expert arranger in

his adopted hometown of Chicago.Marking the 2019 centennial of Cole’s

birth, this unique concert will celebrate his instrumental roots in a program

created specifically for the SymphonyCenter Presents Jazz series.

featuring Jeff Lindberg s

Chicago Jazz OrchestraChicago J

with special guests

Kenny Barron, Benny Green
& Russell Malone

Chicago JazzOrchestra / Jeff Lindberg conductor / Kenny Barron piano

BennyGreen piano / Russell Malone guitar / DavidWong bass

TICKETS
STARTAT

$28

ea ur n er s

The Piano Soul
of Nat King Cole

SUNDAYEVENING, FEB. 2
PM 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00

CBS 2
NCIS: “Someone Else’s
Shoes.” \ N

FBI: “The Lives of Others.”
\N

NCIS: New Orleans: “Spies
& Lies.” \

News (N) ◊

NBC 5
÷ (6) America’s Got Talent:
“The Champions Four.” \

Ellen’s Game of Games \N Ellen’s Game of Games \N NBC 5 News
at 10pm (N)

ABC 7
America’s Funniest Home
Videos \ N

Shark Tank \ N Shark Tank \ N News at
10pm (N) ◊

WGN 9
black-ish \ black-ish \ Last Man

Standing \

Last Man
Standing \

Weekend
News (N)

Instant Re-
play (N) \

WGN News
(N)

Antenna 9.2 Family Ties Two Dads Wings \ Coach \ It’s a Living It’s a Living Designing

Court 9.3 OJ25 OJ25 Forensic Forensic Forensic

PBS 11
Howards End on Master-
piece \N

Sanditon on Masterpiece
(N) \N

Vienna Blood: “Queen of
the Night, Part 1.” (N) \

Check,
Please!

CW 26.1 Batwoman \N Supergirl: “In Plain Sight.” Broke Girl Broke Girl Seinfeld \

The U 26.2 Short Circuit 2 (PG,’88) ›› Fisher Stevens. Paranormal Activity (R,’07) ››› ◊

MeTV 26.3 Columbo: “Lady in Waiting.” \ Collector (N) Flintstones Honeymoon. D. Van Dyke

H&I 26.4 Star Trek \ Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek ◊

Bounce 26.5 ÷ (5:30) Red Tails (’12) ›› Why Do Fools Fall in Love (R,’98) ›› Halle Berry. Hands ◊

FOX 32
÷ (5:30) Super Bowl LIV: San Francisco 49ers vs Kansas
City Chiefs. (N) (Live) \N

Postgame
(N)

The Masked Singer (Sea-
son Premiere) (N) \ N ◊

Ion 38 NCIS: Los AngelesN Chicago P.D.: “Sanctuary.” Chicago P.D. \ Chicago ◊

TeleM 44 ÷ Exatlón EE. UU. (N) La voz (N) \ Noticiero

MNT 50 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Mod Fam Mod Fam Dateline ◊

UniMas 60 ÷ (5) Shooter Contraband (R,’12) ››Mark Wahlberg, Kate Beckinsale. Punisher ◊

WJYS 62 Ever Increasing Faith Truth of God Pol-News Van Impe (N)

Univ 66 Mira quién baila All Stars Crónicas: Historias Noticias (N)

AE Live PD: “Top 40 Moments of 2019, Part 2.” \ (9:01) Live PD \ (Part 1 of 2) ◊

AMC ÷ Break-Bad (7:28) Breaking Bad \ (8:36) Breaking Bad \ (9:44) The Outsiders ◊

ANIM To be announced To be announced ◊

BBCA Doctor Who (N) \ (8:10) The EE British Academy Film Awards 2020 (N) \ ◊

BET ÷ (5:30) Canal Street (’18) Super Bowl Go. Martin \ Martin \ Martin \

BIGTEN ÷ Basketball B1G Basketball & Beyond B1G Basketball & Beyond BTN Basketball in 60 \

BRAVO Housewives-Atlanta Housewives-Atlanta Shahs (N) Enough (PG-13,’02) ›› ◊

CNN Death Row Stories \ Death Row Stories \ Death Row Stories \ Death Row ◊

COM South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park

DISC Naked and Afraid (N) \ Naked and Afraid: “Wretched Wasteland.” (N) \ ◊

DISN Descendants 3 (NR,’19) Dove Cameron. Owl Hse. Bunk’d \ Gabby Gabby ◊

E! Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City ◊

ESPN Inside Wil Inside Wil UFC 247 Countdown (N) SportCtr (N) NFL PrimeTime (N) \

ESPN2 ÷ 2020 Australian Open Tennis: Men’s Championship. Unlocking SportsCenter (N) (Live) \

FNC Life, Liberty & Levin (N) The Next Revolution (N) Watters’ World \ Life ◊

FOOD Worst Cooks (N) Worst Cooks (N) Worst Cooks (N) Beat Flay

FREE (7:10) Back to the Future Part II (PG,’89) ›››Michael J. Fox. \ Future III ◊

FX ÷ (5) The Wolf of Wall Street (R,’13) ››› \ The Weekly The Weekly Bad Moms ◊

HALL ÷ (6) Love at First Bark \ Love on the Sidelines (NR,’16) Emily Kinney. \ Golden Girls

HGTV Home Town \ Home Town \ (9:02) Home Town \ Home ◊

HIST American Pickers (8:02) American Pickers (9:05) American Pickers Pickers ◊

HLN Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Files \ Forensic

IFC ÷ (5:30) Tropic Thunder (R) Old School (R,’03) ›› Luke Wilson, Will Ferrell. \ Tropic T ◊

LIFE Sex and the City (R,’08) ›› Sarah Jessica Parker, Kim Cattrall. \ Ugly Truth ◊

MSNBC (6:00) Kasie DC (N) \ Dateline \ Dateline \ Dateline ◊

MTV ÷ Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous.

NATGEO Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running Wild-Bear Grylls Running ◊

NBCSCH Bensinger Poker (N) Heartland Poker Tour World Poker Tour Basketball ◊

NICK Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs (PG,’09) ››› Friends \ Friends \ Friends \

OVATION ÷ (6) Fools Rush In (PG-13,’97) ›› \ Are We Done Yet? (PG,’07) › Ice Cube, Nia Long. \

OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 ◊

OXY Snapped: “Jerrie Bryant.” Snapped: “Kelly Harrod.” Snapped \ Aaron ◊

PARMT Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \

SYFY ÷ Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama

TBS Identity Thief (R,’13) › Jason Bateman, Melissa McCarthy. \ Two Weeks Notice ›› ◊

TCM The Adventures of Robin Hood (PG,’38) ›››› Hold Back the Dawn (NR,’41) ››› ◊

TLC Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple ◊

TLN IMPACT Manna Fest In Grace Turning Point \ Insights King

TNT ÷ (5:30) Catch Me if You Can (’02) ››› San Andreas (PG-13,’15) ›› Dwayne Johnson. ◊

TOON Home Movie Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Burgers Burgers Family Guy Family Guy

TRAV Paranormal Ca. Paranormal Ca. Paranormal Ca. Lost- Wild

TVL King King King King Two Men Two Men Two Men

USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Biggest ◊

VH1 ÷ (4:30) The Temptations \ Wild ’n Out Wild ’n Out Wild ’n Out

WE Law & Order \ Law & Order \ Law & Order: “Dining Out.” Law ◊

WGN America Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Married

HBO ÷ (5:50) Alita: Battle Angel The Outsider (N) \ Avenue 5 (N) Curb (N) Outsider ◊

HBO2 ÷ (6:56) The Outsider \ (7:55) Les Misérables (PG-13,’12) ››› Hugh Jackman. \ ◊

MAX He Got Game (R,’98) ››› Denzel Washington. (9:15) BlacKkKlansman (R,’18) ››› ◊

SHO The Circus Toon Pres. On the Basis of Sex (PG-13,’18) ›› Felicity Jones. The Circus

STARZ ÷ (6) Power (7:20) Power: “Still Dre.” (8:21) Power \ (9:22) Power \

STZENC 9 to 5 (PG,’80) ››› Jane Fonda, Lily Tomlin. \ (8:52) The Aviator (PG-13,’04) ››› ◊
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WATCHTHIS: SUNDAY
“The Masked Singer” (9:30
p.m., FOX): Jamie Foxx drops
in as a guest panelist as Season 3
of this hit series premieres in a
maximum visibility time period,
immediately following the NFL
championship game, but that’s
only appropriate for a game show
as totally bonkers as this one. The
second episode airsWednesday,
Feb. 5. Host Nick Cannonwel-
comes 18 celebrity contestants
this season, up from Season 2’s
16, and fans can count on seeing
some new costumes. The show’s
producers also aremaking the
clues generally harder in this
edition.

“Delicious Miss Brown” (11 a.m., Food): Looking for a few last-minute additions
to your refreshments? Host Kardea Brownmay have just the thing in a new ep-
isode called “Big Game Bites,” which finds her getting ready to host her hungry
family for the NFL’s main event. Hermenu includes fried chickenwings with a va-
riety of homemade dipping sauces, Southern deviled eggs and chips with crab dip.

“Kitten Bowl VII” (1 p.m., 4 p.m., Hallmark):More than 100 adorable kittens, all
of them rescued and up for adoption, compete in this year’s edition of the Feline
Football Championship. TV personality and author Beth Stern returns as host
fromHallmark Channel’s Kitten Bowl Stadium, where she’ll be joined by com-
mentators JillWagner and Brennan Elliott providing play-by-play coverage, as
well as Feline Football League commissioner Boomer Esiason. Former NFL run-
ning back Rashad Jennings serves as field correspondent.

“Puppy Bowl XVI Pre-Game Show” (1:02 p.m., ANIM): Animal Planet collab-
oratedwith 61 dedicated animal shelters and rescue organizations representing
more than 25 states to fill the rosters of this year’s face-off between TeamRuff
and Team Fluff with nearly 100 adoptable puppies, themost in the event’s history.
Fansmay notice a change in team colors, from the previous yellow and green to
“Bark Blue” and “TailMary Tangerine.”

“The Outsider” (8 p.m., 10:10 p.m., 12:15 a.m., HBO): After returning from a truly
revelatory trip to NewYork, a fired-upHolly (Cynthia Erivo) starts searching for
clues at several locations connected to the Dayton case in a new episode called
“Tear-Drinker.”Meanwhile, after finding herself thoroughly shaken up by an un-
nerving incident at work, Jeannie (MareWinningham) delivers an ominous warn-
ing to Ralph (BenMendelsohn).

“The EE British Academy Film Awards 2020” (8:10 p.m., BBCA): GrahamNor-
ton hosts this year’s ceremonies from the Royal Albert Hall in London as the Brit-
ish Academy of Film and Television Arts hands out accolades for the best films and
documentaries that screened in British cinemas during 2019. Leading this year’s
pack of nominees is “Joker” with 11 nods, followed closely by “The Irishman” and
“Once Upon a Time ... in Hollywood” (tied at 10 each) and thewartime drama
“1917” (nine).

Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TVWeekly is an ideal companion.
To subscribe, go towww.tvweekly.com or call 1-877-580-4159

“Worst Cooks in America” (9 p.m., 12 a.m., Food): In a NFL-friendly new epi-
sode called “Let’s Get Ready to Tailgate,” the recruits prepare game day dishes that
determine how quickly they canmove down the field to the end zone. Next, they
recreate some supremely tasty burgers created by Alton Brown and Anne Bur-
rell. Finally, for themain dish challenge, the recruits whip up some staples of the
Southern tailgating tradition, with the least successful teammates winding up cut.

Nick Cannon
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NEW YORK — When
Louis C.K. returned to the
Comedy Cellar nine
months after confessing to
sexual misconduct, many
criticized the club in tweets
and articles, and a few
protested and walked out of
shows. But the only star
comic to stop performing
there was Leslie Jones.

She started spending
more time at the Comic
Strip on the Upper East
Side near her home. “They
took his picture down,”
Jones said of that club,
adding, “Mine’s up.”

Jones, who has talked to
the Comedy Cellar’s man-
agement about her disap-
pointment but has returned
to the club after a long stint
away, said it was a personal
decision. 

“I knew girls,” she said,
pausing and holding a stare,
“and they got to walk into
the club and see him talk-
ing to the owner. That ain’t
cool.”

Using a metaphor she
returned to a couple of
times in our interview,
Jones said she no longer
cared about rocking the
boat: “I am at the age when
I will get off the boat and
get on another damn boat.”

Last year, she exited the
biggest yacht in comedy,
“Saturday Night Live,” and
when asked why, Jones
paused, uncharacteristi-
cally cautious: “I’m 52 and
tired. ‘SNL’ is a hard job. It’s
100 hours a week,” she said.
“Also, it’s an institution. I
get bored. And I want to do
different things.”

So she is, with movie and
television projects in the
works this year (the “Com-
ing to America” sequel and
a reboot of “Supermarket
Sweep,” which she will
host), along with a just-
released Netflix special,
“Time Machine,” directed
by the showrunners of
“Game of Thrones,” David
Benioff and D.B. Weiss. 

Onstage and off, Jones is
not short on swagger. 

“I want to be the next
Johnny Carson,” she said.
“I want ‘The Tonight Show’
really bad.” 

But what about Jimmy
Fallon? 

“I love Jimmy, but
Jimmy is going to leave in a
minute,” she said. “And
who are they going to pos-
sibly fill that spot with?”

After clarifying “except
Seth Meyers,” she an-
swered her question with a
roar: “ME!” She then
flashed a stern face that
pushed defiance into a
deliriously funny kind of
self-parody.

Jones thinks a lot about
funny faces. She has stud-
ied the greats — Carol Bur-

nett and Lucille Ball, whom
she said had “the best faces
in the game” — and devel-
oped her own go-to expres-
sions from hours of testing
in front of a mirror. There’s
the withering glare that
writers on “SNL” would
write into scripts as “the
Leslie Look.” It was in-
spired by the exasperation
of her late brother, while a
photo of her father in Viet-
nam is the model for her
most unhinged expression,
eyes popped out, one more
than the other, a glance she
uses to intimidate audienc-
es and tame hecklers.

When Jones kills at clubs
— and she can lay waste to
an audience in a way that
few others today can match
— it can seem like a force of
nature, the work of raw
charisma and a tornado of
energy. But make no mis-
take: She’s a veteran stu-
dent of her craft, honing
her act since 1987 when she
started telling jokes onstage
as a Colorado college stu-
dent in a contest before
moving back to Los Ange-
les. However, she describes
her new hour as a reintro-
duction. Since rocketing to
fame on network television,

she has an entirely new
audience, one that’s far
whiter than the crowds she
played to early in her ca-
reer.

When asked about the
difference, Jones said white
audiences are “so much
easier,” before cackling and
assuring me she loves the
high standards of her black
fans. 

“You know how they say
if you can make it in New
York, you can make it any-
where?” she said. “If you
can make it with a black
audience, you can make it
with anyone.”

In the last few years,
Jones’ comedy has also
evolved, thanks to a col-
laboration with comic
Lenny Marcus, a bespecta-
cled Jewish tactician of
stand-up who opens for her
and gives notes on jokes.

Jones, 6 feet tall with a
booming voice, has always
been a ferocious and free-
wheeling performer, but
Marcus persuaded her to
make a set list for the first
time, to stick to the same
jokes at every show as
opposed to improvising
new lines, and also to be
more strategic with crowd

work. 
“She is also so quick and

even when just talking,
she’s captivating,” Marcus
said by phone.

The funniest moments in
a Jones performance are
not really the move from
setup to punchline but the
radically extreme pivots
between emotions. No
comic alive travels a greater
distance between confi-
dence and vulnerability. In
her most ambitious bit in
the new special, she drama-
tizes texting a boyfriend,
veering from angry dis-
missals to heartbreak and
desperation in mere mo-
ments. “It’s not easy to date
Leslie Jones,” she said, a
line written by Marcus.

Being lonely in love has
been a common theme of
her comedy since the start
of her career. Her first
reliable joke involved
telling women who can’t
find a man to visit the pro-
duce section of the super-
market, before whipping
out a cucumber and later
taking a bite out of it. “Do
you know how many rotten
cucumbers were in my
car?” she said, laughing at
that early prop work.

As a famous black wom-
an in comedy, Jones has
taken more abuse than
most. After the sexist con-
troversy over an all-female
“Ghostbusters,” which she
starred in, Jones became
the target of trolls. Her
phone was hacked, and
nude photos were spread
across the internet.

Jones quickly turned this
incident into comedy on
“SNL,” but she said that the
intensity of the backlash
got to her, briefly. It didn’t
make her stop sending
nude photos. “I remember
the person I sent it to was
like, ‘You ain’t learned yet?
You learned nothing,’ ” she
said, letting out a booming
guffaw.

And when the trailer for
another “Ghostbusters”
was recently released, she
saw it as vindication for the
worst critics. “It pissed me
off,” she said. “It feels like,
‘They did it wrong, and we
know you guys were upset
about that little girls’
“Ghostbusters,” so we're
going to do it right now.’ ”

She added that her mov-
ie was hurt by studio inter-
ference and an edit that
took out 20 minutes of
strong material, and she
wished she had spoken up
in protest. 

“If I was the Leslie I am
now, I think it would have
went different,” she said,
shifting her face into not
exactly the Leslie Look but
something adjacent. “Big
franchise, don’t rock the
boat,” she said. “I wish I
would have rocked the
boat.”

To perfect her funny faces, comedian Leslie Jones studied the work of Carol Burnett and Lucille Ball.

RAHIM FORTUNE/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Ready to rock the boat
Leslie Jones on the move in the comedy world after ‘SNL’ exit 

By Jason Zinoman
The New York Times

“I’m 52 and tired. ‘SNL’ is a hard job. It’s 100 hours a week.
Also ... I get bored. And I want to do different things.”

— Leslie Jones

PHILADELPHIA —
When she ambled around
Temple University as a
graduate film student a
decade ago, you would not
see Chinonye Chukwu in a
crimson Alexander Mc-
Queen jacket, skirt and belt,
and Manolo Blahnik boots.

But that’s how you see
her in the December issue
of Vogue, the kind of maga-
zine layout that comes with
the territory when your
career is as red-hot as that
outfit.

“I’m sure my professors
are looking at that photo
and thinking, what the ...?”
said a laughing Chukwu,
who completed her mas-
ter’s in film in 2010.

Temple and Philadel-
phia, she said, were crucial
to her development as a
person and as a filmmaker,
which reached a new level
this year when she became
the first black female direc-
tor to win the Grand Jury
Prize at Sundance, for
“Clemency,” the intense
drama of a death row pris-
on warden (Alfre Woodard)
slowly unraveling under
the inhuman pressure of

preparing a condemned
man (Aldis Hodge) for
lethal injection.

The film missed out on
an Oscar nomination but
has earned Independent
Spirit Award nominations
for both Chukwu (writer),
Woodard (actress), and
another for best picture.

Chukwu was still trying
to figure herself out as a
person and as an artist
when, at Temple, she made
the pragmatic but ulti-
mately life-changing deci-
sion to take a teaching job
to help pay the bills during
grad school.

“I can honestly say that
nothing helped me develop
my craft, and get me fo-
cused, like helping young
people do something
they’d never done before,”
said Chukwu, who taught a
few screenwriting classes,
but also (as a teaching
assistant) some younger
kids at a now-defunct
North Philly elementary
school.

“My first semester there,
a lot of them tested me, and
I almost quit. I said I don’t
think I can do this. But I
realized they were pushing
me away because they
actually wanted me to stay,

particularly the black girls,
because they saw them-
selves in me. And during
that initial teaching experi-
ence, I realized for the first
time that I was living for
more than just myself. And
that helped me look at my
work and the world in a
new way,” said Chukwu,
who was born in Nigeria
and followed her oil-indus-
try parents to Alaska before
going to college in Chicago
and finally to Temple.

She looked into the
wider world for stories, and
became transfixed by the
2011 execution of Georgia
inmate Troy Davis, a case

that led her to do intensive
research on the reality of
death row. In the months
and years to come, she
interviewed wardens and
workers, and came to see
that the job of preparing
men for death, and killing
them at the behest of the
state, had taken a severe toll
on so many. She knew
wardens who quit or re-
tired and joined the ranks
of death penalty protesters
outside prisons.

All this was folded into
the character of Bernadine
(Woodard), who in “Clem-
ency” has supervised the
executions of 11 men with a

by-the-book bureaucratic
efficiency and practiced
stoicism that conceals a
growing inner moral and
psychological turbulence.

Though Chukwu had a
few indie films under her
belt, the “Clemency” script
was a hard sell, particularly
since Chukwu insisted on
the warden being a black
woman, as she had written
her.

“Everybody loved the
script but they either
wanted the protagonist not
to be a black woman, or
they found the subject
matter too” commercially
risky, said Chukwu, who
shopped around for more
than three years with
Woodard attached before
finding a Malaysian com-
pany looking to make its
first U.S. feature.

Even then, she worked
with a budget that gave her
a scant 17 days to shoot.
Still, Chukwu was thrilled
for a chance, at last, to make
the movie that matched her
vision, without compro-
mise.

“That wouldn’t have
been the film that I wanted
to make,” Chukwu said.
“And I think it adds such a
layer of complexity to see a
black woman in that role,
with Bernadine’s authority,
with her incredible chal-
lenges, (who is) not defined
by a (domestic) relation-

ship or the emotional needs
of a man. Not Mammy-
fied.”

Changing the race or
gender of the warden, she
said, would have changed
the movie in important
ways. Also, she wanted to
place the audience in un-
usual cinematic territory, in
the company of “a black
female protagonist who’s
capable of taking life.”

Chukwu is hustling
around the country helping
to roll out “Clemency” to a
wider audience, but she’s
also hard at work on new
projects.

One is a biography of
Elaine Brown — another
Temple student and the
first women to lead the
Black Panthers, from 1974
to 1977, recounted in her
memoir “A Taste of Power.”

Brown now lives in Cali-
fornia, where Chukwu
tracked her down to get
permission to proceed with
the project.

“Look, I wouldn’t do this
project unless she looked
me in my face and said yes.
So I met with her, and that
was an epic meeting. It
went on for nine hours, and
it was great, and at the end
of the nine hours I had her
blessing,” she said. “I wrote
the script and that’s all I
can say for now. But things
are moving, and it’s excit-
ing.”

Chinonye Chukwu climbing to ‘Clemency’
Good decisions and dogged
determination allowed writer-director 
to make the movie she envisioned
By Gary Thompson
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Chinonye Chukwu, left, poses with Alfre Woodard, who

stars as a conflicted prison warden in “Clemency.”

AMANDA EDWARDS/GETTY 
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CITY – NEAR NORTH PICKWICK

MEGA-THEATER
NOW OPEN

PICKWICK
847-604-2234
FREE REFILLS ON LARGE POPCORN AND LARGE DRINKS

PARASITE (R) 1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
JOJO RABBIT (PG-13) 2:00 4:30 7:00 9:15

1917 (R) 1:00 3:30 6:00 8:30
DOOLITTLE (PG) 1:00 3:30 6:00 8:15

THE GENTLEMEN (R) 2:00 4:30 7:00 9:15
Buy tickets at www.pickwicktheatre.com

3733 N. Southport
MusicBoxTheatre.com

773-871-6604
THE OSCAR-NOMINATED
DOCUMENTARY SHORTS-

11:00am,6:30pm
WHISPER OF HEART-11:30am
LES MISERABLES-1:50,9:40
LITTLE WOMEN-2:15,5:00,8:00
COLOR OUT OF SPACE-4:00pm

Enjoy the Theater Tonight

When the dust settled on
the morning of Oscar nomi-
nations, the biggest surprise
might have been that there
were no real surprises in
the best picture race. All
nine films were also PGA-
nominated. 

In prior years, it was
believed no film could win
best picture without an
editing nom, but “Birdman”
most recently disproved
that theory. And the past
two winners, “Green Book”
and “The Shape of Water,”
destroyed the notion that a
film needed a SAG en-
semble nomination to win
the top Oscar. 

So here’s a breakdown of
what each film has on its
side, and what it may need
to overcome to win.

“1917”: The last film to
screen, “1917” burst onto
the scene with ecstatic
critical response and a big
opening weekend, displac-
ing “The Rise of Sky-
walker.” An old-fashioned
war film with its own point
of view, it wowed with
impressive technical
achievement, filmed in real
time as if in one take. A best
picture and director win
from the Golden Globes
and 10 Oscar noms had to
ease the sting of being shut
out of SAG nominations.
And it landed the PGA
award, a strong indicator of
the Oscars.

Obstacles: Heralded war
films have missed out on
the top prize as of late: See
2017’s “Dunkirk” and 2016’s
“Hacksaw Ridge.”

“Ford v Ferrari”: A solid,
feel-good crowd-pleaser,
you don’t have to care about
car racing to get invested in
the true story of the team of
Americans assembled to
beat Ferrari in the Le Mans
race. Matt Damon and
Christian Bale head a great
cast, the film is a bona fide

box-office hit and it’s the
film nobody hates. 

Obstacles: With four
Oscar nominations, it has
the fewest of any best pic-
ture nominees.

“The Irishman”: Martin
Scorsese’s gangster epic
walked away with 10 Oscar
nominations, including
noms in all the key catego-
ries. Talk about the 3½-
hour running time quickly
faded as critics praised all
aspects of the story and
Netflix released figures
indicating the film was the
fourth most watched Net-
flix film of 2019.

Obstacles: Are voters
ready to recognize a Netflix
film for best picture?
“Roma” couldn’t pull it off
last year — though “Irish-
man” is probably much
more accessible.

“Jojo Rabbit”: For a dark
comedy centered on a
young Hitler Youth and a
wacky (imaginary) Adolf
Hitler to walk away with six
nominations is, in itself, an
achievement. Taika Waititi
wrote, directed, co-pro-
duced and even stars as
Hitler in the subversive
dark comedy. It won the
People’s Choice Award at
the Toronto film festival,
the same prize nabbed by
last year’s best picture win-
ner, “Green Book.” SAG
noms for Scarlett Johans-
son and the ensemble, along
with DGA and WGA noms
show strong guild support
across the board.

Obstacles: Waititi
missed out on a director
nom and at $30 million box
office worldwide, it has the
lowest gross of the nomi-
nees, sans the Netflix films.

“Joker”: The dark origin
story of perhaps the great-
est comic-book villain,
“Joker” kicked off by win-
ning the Golden Lion at the
Venice Film Festival and
from there has racked up
accolades (it has 11 noms,

more than any other film)
and box office. Director/co-
writer Todd Phillips (a dual
nominee) is unflinching in
his portrait of an ordinary
man’s descent, buoyed by a
fantastic performance from
Joaquin Phoenix.

Obstacles: Though not
really a superhero film, it
hails from the DC Universe,
and no film adapted from
the comic world has ever
won best picture.

“Little Women”: Though
ignored in precursor races
— the film was shut out of
SAG completely, and only
the score and star Saoirse
Ronan were recognized by
the Golden Globes — Greta
Gerwig’s adaptation of the
Louisa May Alcott classic
about four sisters has rallied
nicely, with five BAFTA and
now six Oscar noms. The
film has also proved to be a

hit with audiences, having
made more than $100 mil-
lion worldwide since its
Christmas Day release. 

Obstacles: The story has
been told on film before,
most recently a 1994 adapt-
ation that earned three
Oscar noms.

“Marriage Story”: Noah
Baumbach’s heartbreaking
take on a divorcing couple
has hit all the major precur-
sors, earning best picture
noms from BAFTA, Golden
Globe and Critics’ Choice.
It landed six Oscar noms,
three of those for its stars.
Adam Driver and Scarlett
Johansson earned some of
the best reviews of their
careers as battling parents
who love their son, while
Laura Dern has been snap-
ping up awards left and
right as a savvy divorce
lawyer.

Obstacles: Though
neither is a deal-breaker,
the combined Netflix bias
and lack of a director nom
could be tough.

“Once Upon a Time in

Hollywood”: Quentin
Tarantino’s latest walked
away with 10 nominations.
Both loving homage and
incisive study of a golden
age of Hollywood, the mov-
ie filled with tension and
laughter and career-best
performances from Leon-
ardo DiCaprio and Brad
Pitt. The film has grossed
over $372 million and was
named best picture by both
the Golden Globes and
Critics’ Choice awards.

Obstacles: The lack of
an editing nomination
traditionally spells trouble
— still, “1917” didn’t land
one either and “Birdman”
won without a nom in 2015.

“Parasite”: Yes, it’s a for-
eign film, but it’s also one of
the most-talked-about and
wholly original films of the
year. The South Korean
thriller, centering on a poor
family infiltrating their
wealthy employers, landed
six nominations including
directing, screenplay and,
significantly, editing. There
are no individual acting
nominations, but its histori-
cal win in the SAG en-
semble category shows the
support from actors is there
— it’s only the second for-
eign film after “Life Is
Beautiful” to even land a
nomination in that category. 

Obstacles: No foreign-
language film has ever won
best picture. Some will
point to “Roma” losing last
year as proof no film can,
while others will say that
pic helped pave the way for
a “Parasite” win.

Oscar’s best picture: Anyone’s guess
Nine films are nominated, and there are
plenty of reasons any of them can win 

By Jenelle Riley
Variety 

Dean-Charles Chapman, left, and George MacKay star as World War I soldiers in the technically challenging “1917.”

FRANÇOIS DUHAMEL/UNIVERSAL-DREAMWORKS

Emma Watson, from left, Florence Pugh, Saoirse Ronan

and Eliza Scanlon in Greta Gerwig’s “Little Women.”

WILSON WEBB/COLUMBIA PICTURES

Robert De Niro, right, and Al Pacino, center, add heft to

Martin Scorsese’s latest gangster film, “The Irishman.”

NETFLIX
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still look like a lost cause when it
comes to evaluating the most vital
contemporary music. Hip-hop in
particular continues to be treated
as the equivalent of a fad or a
gimmick that will soon blow over,
rather than an art form that has
been evolving and redefining
popular music for more than 40
years.

Hip-hop/R&B artists represent
more than 30% of all streaming
activity in music, more than dou-
ble that of the next-closest genres
(rock and pop at 14% each). Yet it
wasn’t until 2014 that the Gram-
mys allowed songs that use sam-
ples — a cornerstone of hip-hop
composition — to even compete
in songwriting categories, includ-
ing song of the year.

Little wonder that only two
hip-hop artists (OutKast in 2004
and Lauryn Hill in 1999) have
ever won album of the year, and
that the rap innovators of recent
decades have been shut out in the
four major non-genre-specific
categories (album, song and
record of the year as well as best
new artist).

Kendrick Lamar, Kanye West,
Drake and Jay-Z have been nomi-
nated for more than 200 Gram-
mys and have won 58, none in the

Big Four. Despite 70 nominations
and 24 awards, Beyonce has won
only one in a major category (“Put
a Ring on It” in 2010 for song of
the year). 

No one outside the Recording
Academy would think of these as
artists who appeal only to listen-
ers of a particular genre. They are
the face of popular music.

On Sunday, Lizzo was the latest
self-described “no-genre hip-
hop” artist hemmed in by catego-

ry as she won three Grammys in
the urban contemporary, pop and
R&B fields but was shut out in all
of the Big Four categories in
which she was nominated. 

Billie Eilish, the 18-year-old
artist who swept the Big Four, is
certainly a worthy choice as a pop
innovator. But to deny Lizzo even
just one or two of the major
awards is to ignore the artist who
crossed lines of genre, gender and
generation unlike any other in

2019. If any song ascended to
anthem status last year, it was
Lizzo’s “Truth Hurts,” though it
lost both record and song of the
year to Eilish’s “Bad Guy.” 

Ric Wilson, a genre-blurring
Chicago artist, spoke for many
when he tweeted Sunday during
the awards show: “Truth Hurts
was one of the biggest breakout
songs that I’ve ever seen” and
added that “from hood dudes to
soccer moms that was the Record
of The Year.”

For the Recording Academy to
miss recognizing such a cultural
landmark when passing out its
biggest honors affirms that it’s
still broken, despite the acade-
my’s claims that it is trying to
address its diversity blind spot.
The 21,000-member academy
claims it is focusing on recruiting

more women, racial minorities
and younger voters in recent
years, with 590 new voting mem-
bers last year and 200 in 2018.

The academy’s interim chief
executive, Harvey Mason Jr.,
recently announced a series of
initiatives by a diversity task force
to hire a “diversity and inclusion
officer,” initiate an independent
review of the academy’s diversity
and inclusion efforts, and create a
fund for “women in music”
organizations.

To acknowledge the problem,
let alone address it, is long over-
due, but it may not be enough.
Viewership for the Grammy
Awards show Sunday hit a 12-year
low, down 5% from 2019 to 18.7
million.

As hip-hop mogul Sean
“Diddy” Combs said at a pre-
Grammy gala last weekend,
“Black music has never, never
been respected by the Grammys
to the point that it should be. So
right now, in this current situa-
tion, it’s not a revelation. This
thing’s been going on, and it’s not
just going on in music. It’s going
on in film, it’s going on in sports,
it’s going on around the world.”

And if it keeps going on at the
Grammys, a key voting bloc — the
fans — may tune out for good.

Greg Kot is a Tribune critic.
greg@gregkot.com
Twitter @gregkot

Kot
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Tyler, the Creator performs at the 62nd annual Grammy Awards. 
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No one outside the
Recording Academy
would think of these
as artists who ap-
peal only to listeners
of a particular genre.
They are the face of
popular music.

“I seen my brother die.
“So why do I care where I sit on

that bus?”
That last query stands at the

crux of “Freedom Ride,” an opera
by Dan Shore that will receive its
world premiere Feb. 8 at the
Studebaker Theater. Commis-
sioned by Chicago Opera Thea-
ter, the two-act opus brings to
the operatic stage a chapter of
American history nearly forgot-
ten by our popular culture but
here revived in passionate tones.

By the time Morrison finishes
her devastating aria, the room
erupts with applause, interrupt-
ing the rehearsal at Curtiss Hall,
on the 10th floor of the Fine Arts
Building on South Michigan
Avenue. Director Tazewell
Thompson rushes up to com-
poser-librettist Shore, who seems
startled by the reaction.

“Why didn’t you write some-
thing with feeling?” Thompson
quips to Shore, tongue deeply in
cheek. “Something with a feeling
of jazz and blues!”

Of course, as Thompson’s
jocular remarks suggest, Shore
has done exactly that, creating an
opera steeped in the rhythms and
cadences of black culture, but
one that also embraces the high-
flown melodies that opera listen-
ers expect.

“Freedom Ride” approaches
its fraught subject in an unex-
pected way. For rather than
documenting clashes that oc-
curred between Freedom Riders
and armed vigilantes, the opera
steps back to the hours, days and
weeks before the Freedom Rides.
Its fictional story concerns Sylvie
Davenport, an African American
woman in her early 20s who is
inexorably drawn into the civil
rights movement, even though
practically everyone around her
— including soprano Morrison’s
character, Leonie Baker — urges
her not to join the Freedom
Riders.

Why rock the boat, they say?
Why leave school? Why risk your
life?

Those are the questions that
Shore chose to explore.

“These people were fighting a
particular kind of oppression,
and I didn’t want to put those
pressures onstage,” says Shore,
who began work on the opera
nine years ago. 

“You shouldn’t put characters
onstage unless you really under-
stand and sympathize with them
and can make them fully three-
dimensional. That wasn’t a leap I
wanted to make.

“I didn’t want an aria of a guy
with a baseball bat singing pas-
sionately about why he needed to
hit people after they got out of
the bus.

“This is about normal people
trying to be brave.”

Or, as Shore put it in his “Free-
dom Ride” background notes, “I
chose early on not to pit these
people against a physical external
enemy. There are not police who
sing in the opera, no prejudiced
politicians, no dangerous white
supremacists. The drama in
‘Freedom Ride’ comes from the
conflicts between the individual
Freedom Riders, and from what
William Faulkner, perhaps the
greatest chronicler of the South
and its race relations, famously
described as ‘the problems of the
human heart in conflict with
itself.’ ”

In so doing, Shore has brought
an epic social conflict down to
human scale, as we see charac-
ters struggling to decide whether
to join the battle, to fight for a

heroic cause, to put their lives on
the line.

“This is an intimate story about
how this one young college stu-
dent, female, is drawn into the
Freedom Ride,” explains director
Thompson.

“She’s drawn in because there’s
a love interest, and then she gets
completely involved. Her mother
and her brother desperately do
not want her to be a part of it. As
an older black woman living in
America, the idea of her daughter
getting on a bus — an integrated
bus — even though integration is
legal, she was terrified that some-
thing might happen to her.”

For good reason.
“It was a very bloody and hor-

rifying journey,” adds Thompson.
“The Trailway buses, the Grey-
hound buses, and there were
several that went out across the
country, through the Deep South,
from Washington to New Orle-
ans. It was harrowing, and people
were practically bludgeoned to
death. There were mobs waiting
for them with bats and lead pipes
and chains, and in one place
someone had a pitchfork. A pitch-
fork!”

This turbulent story drew
composer-librettist Shore’s inter-
est in 2011, when he was teaching
music at Xavier University of
Louisiana, in New Orleans, and
was invited by the Longue Vue
House and Gardens there to see if
he could “come up with some
way of celebrating New Orleans
and the civil rights movement,”
he recalls.

Shore had seen a bit about the
Freedom Riders on the PBS docu-
mentary “Eyes on the Prize” and
explored further. The more he
learned, the more he realized the
all-American character of the
Freedom Rider story.

“What impressed me so much
about them was how many hun-
dreds of people who had partici-
pated in this movement,” Shore

remembers. “From all over the
country, North and South, Jews
and Christians, black and white.”

The first Freedom Riders —
whose ranks famously included
U.S. Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., —
suffered terribly, and “a large
number of student activists were
imprisoned in the infamous 
Mississippi State Penitentiary in
Parchman,” Shore writes in his
background notes.

Therefore “the second wave of
volunteers knew exactly what
they were getting into,” he says.
“They had seen it on TV. They
knew when they got on the bus,
they were going straight to pris-
on.

“What does it take for someone
to do this: I’m going on the bus,
probably will get beaten, defi-
nitely will go to jail, but this is the
time in my life that there’s some-
thing right I can do. A positive
step I can do to repair the world.”

That phrase “repair the world”
and its Hebrew translation,
“Tikkun olam,” both appear in the
opera’s libretto, sung by a Jewish
character who joins the Freedom
Riders.

Despite the opera’s noble in-
tentions — or perhaps because of
them — Shore’s journey to this
point has been arduous and
painful. Uncounted workshops 
at churches, universities, confer-
ences and whatnot took place as
Shore wrote, expanded and re-
fined the piece, the journey filled
with “all these horrible disap-
pointments and problems along
the way,” he says.

But several years ago conduc-
tor Lidiya Yankovskaya — who
became Chicago Opera Theater’s
music director in 2017 — learned
that Shore was working on the
piece and was intrigued by it.

“I just hooked on to it,” she
says.

Why?
“To me, it’s the story. Sylvie

Davenport, the principal charac-

ter, is inspiring and so unlike
other characters that I generally
tend to encounter in opera. She’s
a young woman who is, first of all,
exceptional for her time, a univer-
sity student driven in the way she
is.

“To start out, she has real fear
and is very vulnerable — maybe
fear is not the right word. (She
has) skepticism about the Free-
dom Riders, about the civil rights
movement.

“And over the course of the
opera, we see her develop into
someone who has strong convic-
tions about this movement. It’s so
relevant. We all see things in the
world that we disagree with or
that frighten us or that are unfair.”

The question is whether Sylvie
Davenport — and by implication,
the rest of us — will do anything
about it.

What also drew Yankovskaya
to “Freedom Rider” was its score,
its intensely lyrical phrases im-
mersed in jazz, blues and gospel
sensibilities, judging by what I
heard at the recent rehearsal.

Yet this may raise a delicate
question among some listeners:
Should a white composer be
telling a story steeped in African
American history and expressed,
to a degree, via African American
musical idioms?

That question also has been
aimed at the greatest American
opera, George Gershwin’s “Porgy
and Bess,” a work to which “Free-
dom Rider” is clearly indebted.

I’d argue that a work’s quality is
what matters, not its author’s
identity.

“I’ll be honest with you — it’s
something I think about all the
time,” says composer-librettist
Shore.

“What I’ve tried very hard to
do is to seek as much input from
everybody as possible. I was ex-
tremely fortunate to have been
working with my students and
the faculty at Xavier when I was

doing this. I could never in a
million years have conceived an
opera without them,” adds Shore,
who now teaches at Boston Con-
servatory at Berklee. 

“I would write lines for them
to sing. I would ask them: ‘How is
this?’

“They would say: ‘Well, we
wouldn’t say this, but we might
say that.’

“Or I would write something,
they would go onstage, they
would sing it differently, and I
would say: ‘You’re right, I’m
wrong, I’m going to change
that.’ ”

In the end, “There’s only so
much I can do,” adds Shore. “I
was born the way I was born.
Even though I’m composer and
librettist, I’ve tried to be as much
as possible a collaborator with
the entire community.”

Along these lines, Shore also
discussed the project with origi-
nal Freedom Riders.

But perhaps director Thomp-
son argues most compellingly for
Shore’s endeavor.

“What is a writer for?” he asks
in an email. “To be artistically
and emotionally handcuffed or
set free to tell whatever tale she
or he concocts and wishes and
chooses to tell? The writer’s tool
chest requires empathy and
imagination; keen observation;
wondering, questioning and
remembering; experience with
living in the world and devel-
oping a strong point of view; a
love of people and language.

“One needn’t be an apostle to
write about Christ.”

With the work’s nearly
decadelong gestation now nearly
ended, the principals hope not
only for a successful production
but for a long life ahead for
“Freedom Rider” and its mes-
sage.

“My dream — and I’m sure
that everyone who writes an
opera says the same thing — is
really that young people come in
off the streets, maybe never hav-
ing seen an opera before, and see
themselves onstage and say: This
is something about me, this is
something I understand, this is
something that resonates with
me,” says Shore.

“If we’re lucky, maybe they’ll
say: When I see injustice done,
there’s something I can do.”

To director Thompson, “Free-
dom Ride” is not just about a
historic era. It’s about now.

“This story means a great deal
to me, because I feel in today’s
divisive climate, we’re not fight-
ing to sit next to each other on
buses, but there’s so much that’s
going on in the country right now
in terms of the separation of
cultures, the separation of races,”
says Thompson.

“On Martin Luther King Jr.’s
(holiday), there were gatherings
across the country for the rights
of gun owners. And it’s astonish-
ing that they chose that day to
carry weapons, machine guns,
combat guns, MK-whatevers.

“So the fight is not over. In fact,
there’s a return, it seems, to the
days before there was an accept-
ance that black people and peo-
ple of color (are) human beings.”

Music, however, has a way of
moving people beyond en-
trenched positions.

Come Feb. 8, the forces behind
“Freedom Ride” will make their
attempt at repairing the world.

“Freedom Ride” plays at 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 8 (sold out) and 14, and 3 p.m.
Feb. 16, at the Studebaker Theater,
410 S. Michigan Ave.; $45-$150;
312-704-8414 or 
chicagooperatheater.org.

Howard Reich is a Tribune critic.
hreich@chicagotribune.com

Performers Lauren Michelle, left, and Whitney Morrison rehearse the Chicago Opera Theater company’s new

opera “Freedom Ride” at the Fine Arts Building on Jan. 24. 
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“What does it take for someone to do this: I’m going on the bus,
probably will get beaten, definitely will go to jail, but this is the
time in my life that there’s something right I can do. A positive step
I can do to repair the world.”
— Dan Shore, in his background notes for the opera ‘‘Freedom Ride’’ 
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Dear Amy: I have a best, lifelong friend
who is generous, caring, selfless and has
been there for me countless times
throughout the years. 

She went through years of heartache
trying to conceive. She had countless mis-
carriages and false alarms. I was there for
her.

Fast-forward 10 years — yes, 10 — and
just when she was about to give up, she
scrapes up enough money to try ONE
round of IVF, and, lo and behold, she gets
pregnant with twin boys!

The boys are now a year old. Unfortu-
nately, they have had issues with sleeping
and acid reflux. It has not been easy for
her.

I completely understand how hard it
must be, lacking sleep and dealing with
fussy babies for a year. But this entire year,
all she has done is complain. Complain,
complain, complain.

I hesitate calling or texting her because
the constant complaining negatively af-
fects my day.

I don’t get why she has become this way,
especially after all she went through to
have kids. Even if I was terribly exhausted,
I would never constantly complain about
it. I have recently tried to distance myself,
but I feel bad. Am I a bad friend for think-
ing/feeling this way? Should I just suck it
up and hope this phase of hers passes?

— Bad Friend

Dear Bad Friend: I don’t think you can
actually understand how your friend
might be feeling, but let me put it into
some context by quoting from my ancient
copy of Dr. Benjamin Spock’s chapter on
twins in his book, “Baby and Child Care.”
The chapter starts: “Get help!” (The 10th
edition of this book, 2018, is published by
Gallery Books).

Did you give birth to twins after a dec-
ade of a heartbreaking and hormonal
roller coaster, followed by bank-breaking
IVF? If you had, you might feel less ag-
grieved by your friend’s complaining and
more concerned for her mental and emo-
tional well-being.

Your friend is experiencing the real-
world completion of the adage, “Be careful
what you wish for.” Her venting makes
you not want to pick up the phone. But you
picking up the phone might be — quite
literally — a lifeline for her. Here’s how to
be supportive: “This is overwhelming. But
have YOU had a checkup? Have you seen

your doctor? In addition to everything you
have to deal with, postpartum depression
would make it all harder.”

Online communities would be a very
good resource for her. Other parents of
multiples will be supportive and helpful,
and this would give you a break from her
venting.

Dear Amy: I am a 70-year-old active
woman who is semi-retired. I’ve been
divorced for more than 20 years. My adult
children live out of state, and I have only a
few social outlets.

I hate being alone and often feel lonely,
even with working, volunteering and
seeing my one good friend.

I was excited to meet one older man at
church, but his entire conversation over
brunch was about (you guessed it) sex. I
was mortified. I haven’t interacted with
him again.

Online dating seems so scary to me. I
am only interested in companionship and
honestly have no interest in having a sexu-
al relationship.

I am out and about all the time, volun-
teer, go to the gym, go to work, go to
church ... and still no male interest. Can
you give any advice about how to either be
the best alone (and lonely) older woman or
try again? How do I do that?

— Lonely

Dear Lonely: You should consider cohab-
iting with another woman. Would your
good friend consider giving this a try?

Otherwise, you should try to build up
your friendship pool, with both men and
women. In terms of meeting new people,
Meetup.com is a great place to start. You
will find local meetup groups ranging from
square dancing to “over 50” game nights.

Dear Amy: Wow, the question from “Con-
cerned Mother” sure brought back memo-
ries! This mom wondered if she should let
her son join the daughter’s theater group. I
resisted my younger sister’s interest in the
theater. The reason was I knew she would
upstage me! Guess what, she did. In retro-
spect, I realize that this was quite simply
an experience I needed to have.

— Grown-up

Dear Grown-up: I was the obnoxious
little upstaging sister.
Copyright 2020 by Amy Dickinson
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency

ASK AMY 
BY AMY DICKINSON | askamy@amydickinson.com | @askamy
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BALANCING ACT
BY HEIDI STEVENS | hstevens@chicagotribune.com | @heidistevens13

The kindhearted scarf
distributors have been
located.

On Martin Luther King
Jr. Day, winter scarves
appeared along Michigan
Avenue with little notes
attached:

“I was not forgotten
here and neither are you.
We hope this scarf brings
you warmth.”

“I am not lost, but I’m
happy you found me. If you
are cold and you need me,
please take me. I hope I
keep you warm all winter
long. You are loved.”

They sat on benches and
steps and sidewalks near
the Art Institute, inside
Millennium Park, along
the DuSable Bridge.

I wrote a column about
them on Tuesday, thanking
whomever was behind the
effort, on behalf of Chi-
cago, for reminding us that
our city streets can be filled
with beauty. We just have
to put it there.

A reader from Ever-
green Park wrote to tell me
the scarves came from
Central Middle School,
where her daughter at-
tends. She forwarded me
the permission slip that
went home to all parents,
asking if their children
could ride a bus to Chicago
and place scarves along
Michigan Avenue.

Eighth-grade math
teacher Patricia Coci and
eighth-grade English
teacher Julie Kelly planned
the outing. It was the sec-
ond year they collected
scarves and arranged for
buses of kids to ride to
Chicago on MLK Day and

distribute them.
“We want our kids to

choose kind,” Coci told me.
“We’re trying to help with
that.”

Coci and Kelly run a
group at Central Middle
School called 4SADD (Stu-
dents Against Destructive
Decisions). The group
meets after school twice a
week and talks about ways
to encourage kindness and
inclusion inside and out-
side of school. The scarf
initiative grew out of those
meetings.

“The kids chose that last
year,” Kelly said. “We pre-
sented them with different
charities, different things
we could do for a day of

service. They wanted to
help people who are home-
less.”

The teachers collected
donations from students
and school staff for the
months leading up to Jan.
20. In addition to dozens
and dozens of scarves, they
received around $600 in
donations, which Coci took
to Old Navy.

“I bought every scarf
they had,” Coci said. “They
actually took my picture
because I cleared out their
whole section. They got to
put their spring stuff out.”

On MLK Day, Coci, Kelly
and 120 students and par-
ents filled three buses and
headed downtown. They

started at the Hilton Chi-
cago on South Michigan
Avenue and walked north.
They placed about 1,000
scarves, Coci estimated.

When they ran out of
scarves, they headed to
Catholic Charities to donate
toiletries and coats and
blankets.

“I think a lot of the stu-
dents, they want to do
something good, but they
don’t know what they can
do,” Kelly said. “Some of
them feel a little helpless.
This showed them they can
do something, even if it’s
something small, to break
that cycle.”

Amy Dequaine and her
son Tavian, a sixth-grader

at Central Middle School,
were among the families
who distributed scarves. 

“I don’t know if people
realize what doing a little
bit of good can do, for the
people you help, but also
for how it makes you feel,”
Dequaine said.

Dequaine and her hus-
band have two more sons,
ages 3 and 5, and a 10-
month-old foster daughter.
She said they do “wealth
Wednesday” in her house
every week.

“You can buy coffee for
someone behind you in
line,” she said. “You can
hand someone a gift card.
You can leave someone a
really big tip. It’s doing

something random for
someone where they can’t
pay you back.”

Tavian, she said, espe-
cially likes to leave quarters
in the grocery carts at Aldi,
where shoppers need to
insert 25 cents to get a cart
from the corral.

“No matter where you
are with your finances,
even if it’s just a quarter,
you can do something nice
for someone,” she said.

On MLK Day, Dequaine
got to see the principles of
wealth Wednesdays spill
onto Chicago’s streets and
sidewalks and parks and
benches.

As the group was finish-
ing up the scarf distribution
and boarding the buses for
Catholic Charities, Coci
said, one of the students
found a $5 bill on the
ground. She asked if she
could cross the DuSable
Bridge to the south and
give it to a homeless man
she had just talked to, but
the buses needed to leave
and Coci encouraged her to
hang onto it and donate it
to someone at Catholic
Charities.

“That was noon and
dinner was being served at
2, and there was already a
line outside Catholic Chari-
ties,” Coci said. “She found
a lady in line and gave her
the $5.”

A generous move on a
day that was filled with
them.

“Our motto is, ‘Have the
courage to be kind,’” Coci
said.

And in so doing, they
made Chicago a little
warmer.

Join the Heidi Stevens Bal-
ancing Act Facebook group,
where she continues the
conversation around her
columns and hosts occa-
sional live chats.

‘Have the courage to be kind’

Central Middle School in Evergreen Park teachers Cheryl Floramo, front right, Patricia Coci, second from right, Colleen

Kempton, behind Coci, Ellen Dugan, fourth, and Julie Kelly, left of the group, pose with their students on Friday.
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LIFE
LIVE. LOVE. HOPE.

I am writing a lot of sympathy cards
these days. If you are middle-aged like me,
chances are you are, too. And even if you’re
not, you may have experienced the death of
a parent or perhaps an untimely and unfair
death from an accident, suicide or violence.
My father’s death when I was 23 was the
first major upset to my world. But it also
revealed the truly humane ways people can
provide consolation and primed me for an
avocation of doing the same for others.
Here’s what I’ve learned about the art of
consolation.

Just listen
Loss is universal. Chances are you, too,

have lost a loved one, and you surely empa-
thize; but for now, just listen.

Don’t talk more than the bereaved. Peo-
ple need to tell their stories. Hopefully you
had the chance to do so at the time of your
loss. If not, or you still need to, then talk to
others who are not so raw or still reeling
from their own loss. Join a bereavement
group.

“We don’t allot much space to grieve in
this culture,” says Leslie Wolowitz, a clini-
cal psychologist and psychotherapist in
Chicago. “Someone else’s grief may present
itself then as an opportunity to share grief
stories, but for someone who’s freshly
experienced a loss, that may feel intrusive
or competitive.”

Avoid trite expressions
My father’s sudden death elicited many

comforting and straightforward responses.
The grandmother of a friend said simply,
“This is terrible!” which touched me with
its directness.

However, my mother’s death three years
ago at age 84 after a clash with cancer
engendered some pat phrases that made
me bristle:

“At least your mother’s death wasn’t
tragic.” (All deaths are tragic for the be-
reaved.)

“At least she is not suffering anymore.”
(True, but I am.)

Others shared with me some expres-

sions that did not sit well with them:
“She’s in a better place.”
“It was God’s will.”
“But he lived a long life!”
“Your brother would not want you to be

sad!”
And this whopper: “Welcome to the

widows’ club.”
Though they may be well intended, they

still feel like platitudes.

Don’t say there are
no words

We’re often at a loss for words. This is
understandable; few of us are wordsmiths.
But we should rise to the task. Don’t say or
write, “There are no words.” Find some.

And if you can’t, borrow someone else’s
thoughtful and wise words or poems. Send
a quote from the Bible, but not to someone
who is not religious.

“If you are struggling,” says Pastor Chris
Butler, who has been leading the Chicago
Embassy Church for over three years, “say,
‘I am struggling to find the words but want
you to know I am thinking of you and hold-
ing you close in my thoughts to support
you.’ ”

Cut people some slack
In the days following my father’s funer-

al, I accompanied my mother on many
errands. She would tell each merchant we
visited, “I buried my husband on Tuesday.”
I remember feeling embarrassed, until, fast
forward 30 years, it was I sharing my sor-
row about her death with the world. I
could have worn a T-shirt that read, “I just
lost my mother,” to explain the pain I was
sure I emitted.

In the weeks following her father’s
death, my friend Libby referred to herself
as a menace to society. “My old friends
knew me well enough to know that I am
usually an optimistic, even cheerful person,
and so they could tread lightly around me,
forgive me for my gloom and impatience
with everyone,” she said.

Don’t diminish a pet’s death
I don’t mean to be flippant by bringing

up pets, but the many unhelpful things

people say hit home again last year when
my dog died.

One friend offered to “put it in perspec-
tive for me,” with the story of a recent
death of a young man. And there were
others who shared their own dying dog
stories, blow by blow, while I was still raw
from the pain of losing our companion of
almost 13 years.

Of course a human’s death is more sig-
nificant than a pet’s. But the most humane
thing one can do is to listen without trying
to mediate.

Write or talk about 
what you know

Share something positive the bereaved
might not know about their loved one.

My father’s last employer was a small
company where he worked just a few
months. After his death, a few co-workers
paid us a condolence call while my family
was sitting shiva. “Your father would crack
us up with his jokes,” they said. I wondered
if they were at the right house. My father
had suffered from depression. It comforted
me to have this fresh memory of my dad
entertaining his co-workers with the dry
wit that I knew he had, but hadn’t wit-
nessed in years.

I remembered this when I was writing a
note to an acquaintance, Alice. Her late
husband had been a teacher at my sons’
preschool. Because of him, my sons ben-
efited from a music program he intro-
duced. I told her I attributed their musical
passion to him, that this was part of his
legacy. She thanked me for making her feel
he lived on in his students.

A template for 
writing a card
1. Express your condolences. Say you
are sorry, saddened, devastated, shocked —
whatever it is you truly feel — about the
death.

2. Don’t use euphemisms for death
(passed away, moving on, loss, in a better
place).

3. Tell the bereaved something about
the deceased that they might not

know. Tell them how the person helped
you or made an impact on you or made you
feel. Be specific.

4. Don’t make a vague offer of help,
such as, “If there’s anything I can do, let me
know.” Just do something you think will
help (bring food, walk the dog).

5. Optionally, make a gift to a charity
that will honor the memory of the de-
ceased.

A word about social media
A college friend was widowed last year

and shared her grief journey on Facebook.
We commented supportively on her posts.
I wondered how my mother might have
grieved publicly had this medium existed
when she was newly widowed.

Butler advises, “Don’t take the lead on
social media; follow the lead of the be-
reaved on social media, as well as in real
life.”

There is no statute 
of limitations on grief

About three months after my mother
died, I attended a bereavement group
around Mother’s Day with others who
were grieving their mothers. Participants
ranged in age from 20s to 60s, and our
losses were as recent as mine and as far
back as a decade.

“For most people, grief doesn’t go away,
it just changes,” says Joshua Magariel,
national director of patient experience at
Seasons Hospice & Palliative Care. 

“One of the things we used to talk a lot
more about was the idea of closure, the
time to let go, the time to find acceptance.
There’s a whole area of expertise within
the field of bereavement about continuing
bonds. We might say that there is closure
for bank accounts, but not for love ac-
counts. Love and relationships are endur-
ing.”

Judith Weinstein is a public health profes-
sional and volunteer interpreter at Marjorie
Kovler Center, a program of Heartland
Alliance International serving survivors of
torture and trauma in Chicago.

Share something positive the bereaved might not know about their loved one. 
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The art of consolation
‘She’s in a better place.’ ‘It was God’s will.’ And other things 

you shouldn’t say or do when someone dies. 

By Judith Weinstein
Chicago Tribune

COMMENTARY

Q: You’re meeting
someone you’re inter-
ested in for drinks, but
you’re not sure if it’s a
date. How should you
proceed?

A: If you’re out for drinks
with someone and you’re
not sure if it’s a date, I’m all
for being direct and asking
if it’s a date.

But how you ask is im-

portant. Be a little flirty, not
just at the end of the night
but throughout the eve-
ning, and make sure to
smile. You can say some-
thing like, “That was really
fun! I’d love to do it again
sometime.” See how he or
she responds. Then add,
“Hey, by the way, I’m curi-
ous. Was that a date?”

One of my clients had a
similar situation, in which
she was meeting a former
work colleague for drinks.
She wasn’t sure what his

intentions were, but she
knew she was interested in
dating him. We talked about
how she could let him know
her intentions without
feeling too vulnerable.

She dressed for a date,
not a work meeting. She
flirted and kept the conver-
sation focused on topics
that were not work-related,
such as discussing their
passions and dreams. At the
end of the evening, she
asked if it was a date. He
said, “Of course! Did you

want it to be a date?” I’m
happy to report they got
married last year!

— Sandy Weiner, dating
and relationship coach

A: Go on this date with-
out an expectation or
agenda. When you go in
with an analytical energy,
the person you’re meeting
can feel this, and it’s an
attraction killer.

When you are present
and not in your head, you
are in your body and are

focused on having fun. 
The person you are

meeting will pick up on
your presence. The events
of the evening will natu-
rally unfold themselves,
and then you will receive

your answer on whether it
was a date.

— Soni Amora, dating
and relationship coach 

hgreenspan@chicago
tribune.com

Are you on a date or just hanging out?

PETRI OESCHGER/GETTY 

SOCIAL GRACES

By Hannah Herrera
Greenspan
Chicago Tribune
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THE KIDS
HOW TO KEEP THEM BUSY THIS WEEK

TOP
PICKS

Monday

FREE FEBRUARY 
AT THE FIELD MUSEUM

A family trip to the Field Museum is
rarely as much of a bargain as during
February, when general admission is
gratis for the entire month for all Illinois
residents. If you haven’t been recently,
you’ll find plenty of new experiences. Sue
the T. rex got a multisensory upgrade: 
In “Evolving Planet,” you can feel the
animals’ textured skin and smell bad dino
breath. Meanwhile, the stunning big-
budget exhibit “Fantastic Bug Encoun-
ters” features jaw-dropping giant models
created by New Zealand’s Te Papa muse-
um and a live-insect petting zoo. Daily
through February at the Field, 1400 S.
Lake Shore Drive. Free general admis-
sion, including “Evolving Planet”; tickets
to one uprgraded attraction, such as
“Fantastic Bug Encounters,” cost $16,
$14 for students, $12 for kids 3-11.
fieldmuseum.org/at-the-field/programs/
free-days

Tuesday

STROLLER GROOVES

Now in its third year, Navy Pier and the
Chicago Children’s Museum’s Stroller
Grooves series gives parents and care-
givers a reason to get out of the house
with their tykes. Brighten your winter
days with these complimentary concerts
in the Crystal Gardens, a green oasis of
thriving plant life worth visiting even
without the live music. Tuesdays at 
noon through the end of March at 
Navy Pier, 600 E. Grand Ave. Free.
tinyurl.com/qnobaoo

MEET THE CREATOR OF 
‘IT’S OK TO BE A UNICORN’

The key life lesson in this charming,
brand-new picture book is best learned at
an early age: It’s OK to be different. Or, in
the words of author-illustrator Jason
Tharp, “It’s Okay To Be A Unicorn”!
Follow the adventures of Cornelius J.
Sparklesteed, a unicorn among horses
who hides his horn under some very tall
hats. Meet Tharp at 7 p.m. at Anderson’s
Bookshop, 123 W. Jefferson Ave.,
Naperville. Free to attend; $18 for “Uni-
corn.” www.andersonsbookshop.com/
event/jason-tharp

Wednesday

‘DRAGONS ALIVE!’

An exhibit imported from
Potawatomi Zoo in South Bend,
Indiana, “Dragons Alive! The Science
and Culture of Reptiles” gives fam-
ilies the chance to interact and
learn about some oddly charming
creatures. Meet a crocodile monitor, a
jeweled lacerta, and even a couple of
species officially named “dragon”
(but not the animated Toothless
variety). The exhibit runs through
Aug. 23 at Peggy Notebaert Nature
Museum, 2430 N. Cannon Drive. $9,
$7 for students, $6 for kids 3-12. 
naturemuseum.org

Friday

LILLSTREET FAMILY WORKSHOP:
PAPER HEARTS, FLOWERS 
AND GARLANDS

Get ready for Valentine’s Day at this fam-
ily workshop. A parent (or grandparent,
or cool aunt/uncle) works together with a
kid, age 5 and up, to cut, paste and paint
cards and gifts for the upcoming holiday
of hearts. It’s a fun way to make memories
together, not to mention impressing the
loved ones who get the gifts. 5-7 p.m. at
Lillstreet Art Center, 4401 N. Ravenswood
Ave. $70 per adult-child pair; $35 for each
additional kid. (If working with clay is
more your thing, make mugs together
Feb. 15.) lillstreet.com/class/15645

Saturday

‘WAKE UP, BROTHER BEAR’

Geared specifically for the youngest of
audiences, “Wake Up, Brother Bear” is
an interactive 45-minute show that
introduces the concept of four seasons.
The guides are Brother Bear and Sister
Bear, who explore their changing
world while accompanied by live mu-
sic. This show is geared for little ones,
from 6 months to 6 years old. They can
stay put in your lap or move around, as
needed, in this toddler-friendly envi-
ronment. Saturdays and Sundays at
9:30 and 11:30 a.m., through Feb. 16;
This weekend is access weekend, with
performances specially geared for
family members who are blind, deaf or
on the spectrum. At The Station, 100 S.
Racine Ave. $22-$32. chicagochildrens
theatre.org/wake-up-brother-bear/

‘WHAT’S UP, KING TUT?’ 
& JUNIOR ARCHAEOLOGIST

From King Tut to Indiana Jones, the
University of Chicago’s Oriental Insti-
tute makes history fun for families.
The museum hosts two programs
Saturday afternoons this month for
those with kids ages 5-12. This Sat-
urday, learn about the life of Egypt’s
famous boy pharoah, Tutankhamun,
and see some of his artifacts in the OI
collection; or go on a simulated excava-
tion Feb. 22. At the Oriental Institute,
1155 E. 58th St. Register in advance: $16
per adult-child pair; $8 each for addi-
tional people. tinyurl.com/ybgup7vv

LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION

Celebrate the Lunar New Year at the
Art Institute with this all-ages after-
noon full of art, music, games and
bilingual gallery talks (in English and
Mandarin), all capped by a lantern
procession. Programming includes a
live performance, “The Great Zodiac
Animal Race” at 1:30 and 3 p.m., by
Chicago Puppet Studio; and a drop-in
paper lantern workshop, so families
can participate in the procession. 
1-4:30 p.m., concluding with a 5 p.m.
procession into Millennium Park 
and Maggie Daley Park, at The Art
Institute of Chicago, 111 S. Michigan
Ave. $20-$25, free for Chicago teens
and all kids 13 and under.
tinyurl.com/yxxls7wl

Web Behrens is a freelance reporter.

Smell bad dino breath during Free February
By Web Behrens

Monday, Feb. 3: 

FREE FEBRUARY AT THE

FIELD MUSEUM
WEB BEHRENS 

JAMES RICHARDS IV 

Tuesday, Feb. 4: 

STROLLER GROOVES

If you have yet to step
into the role of caregiver,
there’s a good chance it
may be in your future. A
2017 joint survey by Mer-
rill Lynch and Age Wave
estimated that 40 million
Americans have already
served as a caregiver. With
the advancing age of baby
boomers, 20 million more
are expected to join the
caregiving ranks each year.

While caregivers are
overwhelmingly grateful to
step in and help a loved
one, their generosity
comes at a high cost. Many
caregivers provide finan-
cial assistance, and the
average annual cost is
about $7,000. Seven in 10
caregivers surveyed by
Merrill Lynch and Age
Wave said the financial
cost causes them stress.

If a 55-year-old adult
child spends $7,000 a year
for five years, that’s
$35,000 unavailable to pay
down debt or save for
retirement.

That $7,000 just hap-
pens to be the maximum
contribution anyone at
least 50 years old can make
to an IRA this year. If
$7,000 was invested in a
Roth IRA for five consecu-
tive years and then left to
grow for another 10 years
(to age 70 for our 55-year-
old), that works out to
about $65,000 in tax-free
savings, assuming a 5%
annualized rate of return.
So, caregiving work can
have an impact on retire-
ment planning.

Then there are less
apparent costs. The phys-
ical demands of caregiving
can make it hard to keep
the same hours at work, or
give the same effort. That
can mean reduced income.
An empathetic boss today
may not be supportive
when the next recession
hits, moving you higher up
the layoff list.

None of that is a reason
to question the role of

caregiver. Your desire (and
need) to care for a loved
one supersedes all. You
step in and do what needs
to be done. Yet you can —
and should — be as strate-
gic as possible in lessening
financial strain. In the
Merrill Lynch/Age Wave
survey, 7 in 10 respondents
said they gave little or no
thought to their financial
situation as a caregiver.

That’s potentially set-
ting up your own kids’
need to step in and help
you. Taking time to con-
sider ways to limit finan-
cial strain today can help
you protect your children’s
future.

Lower living costs free
up more money for care.
Most older Americans
want to age in place. But if
money is tight, a move that
reduces living costs may
spare the necessity of a
caregiver’s stepping in
with financial assistance
later. A 2016 AARP care-
giver study reported that
40% of financial aid from
caregivers was housing-
related. If you wait until
loved ones need care, a
move becomes harder.
Helping a 70-year-old
parent see the financial
wisdom of a move today is
likely more practical than
the emotional and physical
toll of a move at 85.

Resist quitting work as
long as possible. It’s not

just the salary you are
giving up. Your Social
Security benefits will likely
be lower, and you will lose
the ability to continue to
save for retirement, includ-
ing an annual bonus of a
company match, if your
employer offers one. Your
health insurance could also
become a huge cost if you
quit. The average monthly
cost of an individual plan
for a 60-year-old in 2019
was pushing $900; that
said, if you completely stop
earning income, you could
be eligible for subsidies. 

Set generational pri-
orities. An all-too-com-
mon pressure point for
many 50- and 60-year-olds
is providing support to
adult children as well as
elderly parents. Your kids
can work. Your kids can
make different lifestyle
decisions. Your parents
may need your help. If
you’re honest with your-
self, your adult child may
only expect your help. 

Get paid. That you are
doing this out of love is not
in question. But if you have
stopped work, a basic goal
should be to get paid
enough to cover your own
personal health insurance
and not have to touch your
retirement savings until
you are at least 65. If the
person you are taking care
of has the resources, you
should discuss being paid. 

Taking care of retirement
when acting as caregiver
By Carla Fried
Rate.com

A 2017 survey estimated that 40 million Americans have

served as a caregiver. 

MYKHAYLO SAHAN/DREAMSTIME 

Available only at Belmont Village, Circle of Friends® was pioneered to curb

the effects of cognitive decline through a unique program that builds

brain fitness. Developed by a nationally recognized gerontologist, Circle of

Friends® is rooted in evidence-based research in collaboration with UCLA

and Vanderbilt University. And it works. Residents engage in small groups

and enjoy a rich, therapeutic program of physical and mental activities

designed to maintain brain function, build self-esteem and increase

confidence in social settings.

BELMONT VILLAGE IS
OUTSMARTING MEMORY LOSS
Award-winning Circle of Friends® delivers positive results for
Assisted Living residents with mild to moderate memory loss

Learn more about how we tackle memory loss at

BELMONTVILLAGE.COM

Call 773-327-2200 to schedule a personal tour today.

L I N C O L N PA R K
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It’s her smile.
That’s what draws you in when

you first meet Maria Papanastas-
siou, a librarian and Kids’ World
assistant manager at Arlington
Heights Memorial Library.

And then the little ones come
into the room — the toddlers who
take in the colorful setting and run
to interactive play stations
throughout the space.

Then, it’s all about her patience,
observation and redirection —
redirection when one child wants
to play with the car but so does
another and sharing is not an
option this day.

Papanastassiou makes it look
easy.

And maybe that’s why she
recently won the “I Love My
Librarian Award” from the
American Library Association.
Out of 1,974 nominations, Pa-
panastassiou was one of 10 librari-
ans in the nation to be so honored. 

Papanastassiou and speech
therapist Beth Deiter run a twice-
a-month developmental play
group at the library for differently
abled children and their families.
The play group serves children
with visible needs, such as Down
syndrome and cerebral palsy, and
those with invisible needs, includ-
ing language delays, as well as
their siblings. 

“We chose the phrasing ‘receiv-
ing therapy services’ as helping to
identify our targeted audience,”
Papanastassiou said. “Many of
these families have kids with
‘invisible’ disabilities or delays, or
they don’t identify their children
as having a disability or special
needs, so they won’t include
themselves often in programs or
services that call out people with
disabilities or kids with special
needs.

“Ten percent of kids receive
therapy services, so that is a good
way to welcome and help these
families to self-identify for our
programs and services, so they
can be connected with resources
and services. We want to welcome
these families regardless of any
diagnosis they may or may not
have received for their child.”

John Kim, an Arlington
Heights resident, has been com-
ing to the Tuesday group with his
sonsince Michael was 1-year-old.
The pair were celebrating their
one-year anniversary, now that
Michael is 2.

“We come to the library often,”
he said bouncing Michael in his
arms. “He likes to make friends.”

And who cannot make friends
in the atmosphere that Papanas-
tassiou and Deiter provide? Play-
time activities include digging
with new acquaintances through
colorfully shredded paper to find
letters of the alphabet, or hopping
on colorful spongy circles, or even
making something out of clay that
doesn’t have wheat as an ingredi-
ent (for those with allergies). And
then, within the one-hour time
frame, Papanastassiou and Deiter
bring the group together with
familiar songs like “Wheels on
the Bus” and “If You’re Happy
and You Know It.” No registration
is required.

Jennifer Glickley, another
Arlington Heights resident,
dropped in with her two children,
Clara and Owen, ages 3 and 2
respectively. A first-timer, she
said she’ll be back.

“Clara is in preschool three
days a week, but Owen is not in
anything yet, and this seems like a
perfect thing for him to do,” she
said. “This is a really nice re-
source.”

As an “I Love My Librarian
Award” winner, Papanastassiou
received a $5,000 cash prize, a
plaque and a travel stipend to
attend the award ceremony in
Philadelphia earlier this month. 

“I’m still like, ‘Whoa.’ … It’s
super exciting,” she said about her
win. “I’m excited about highlight-
ing all the work youth librarians
do specifically — highlighting the
fact that we’re doing important
work, we’re experts in our field
and applying that expertise in
appropriate ways.”

The Mount Prospect mother of

two has been a librarian for seven
years and has served in that ca-
pacity at Arlington Heights for six
years, starting as a substitute
librarian. She’s excited about
using her win as a platform to
share with other librarians the
importance of listening to one’s
community, finding out their
needs and trying to fulfill them.
She said it’s “so doable.” Papanas-
tassiou’s work has helped families
with diverse needs find a home at
the library, according to Deiter,
who was one of the people who
nominated her.

“I think Maria and her team
are so good at accommodating
the children that I work with. …
Their team is always good about
thinking about our kids and fam-
ilies,” Deiter said. “A mom here
today said she has not yet put her
(nonverbal) daughter in pre-
school because she’s not comfort-
able with that, so this is like her
social experience for her child.
She depends on this. If you have a

child that is nonverbal, there’s a
real fear of sending a child to
school who can’t tell you what
happened at school. They do
what they can, and having pro-
grams like this … it’s just bringing
awareness.”

Papanastassiou’s other library
endeavors include setting up a
circus tent for children needing a
low-sensory environment and
providing Insta-Snow to facilitate
sensory exploration. She also
helms a self-care series for par-
ents and caregivers (“Caregivers,
Coffee and Play,”), where thera-
pists and caregivers can talk infor-
mally.

“Libraries are the perfect place
for these families to come and
experience everyday routines.
With early intervention services,
the therapist is working in your
home, working in your natural
setting, and libraries are a natural
extension of that,” she said.

drockett@chicagotribune.com

She draws them in with Insta-Snow and a smile
The secrets to
becoming Arlington
Heights’ award-winning
children’s librarian

By Darcel Rockett

Kids’ World assistant manager and librarian Maria Papanastassiou with Clara Glickley, 3, and her brother, Owen, 2, during the developmental

play group hour at the Arlington Heights Memorial Library this month. 

ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
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GeoQuiz Which of the Great Lakes has the longest shoreline? Find out on Page 10

Last Tuesday wasn’t just any
old Tuesday. It was National Plan
for Vacation Day.

You wouldn’t think we’d need
a day devoted to planning vaca-
tions. Or talking like a pirate
(Sept. 19), eating pancakes
(Feb. 25), and appreciating house
plants (Jan. 10). But I digress.

Apparently we really do need
some help in the vacation-inspira-
tion department, because Ameri-
can workers let more than 768
million vacation days go unused
in 2018 — up 9% from the previ-
ous year. That sobering statistic
comes from the U.S. Travel Asso-
ciation, an industry group that
wants us to stop frittering away
our hard-earned days off and start
taking more trips.

Here are some suggestions to
get the planning juices flowing:

Go to a show
Kick off your 2020 travels with

an easy trip to Rosemont. That’s
where the annual Chicago Travel
& Adventure Show takes place
Feb. 8-9 at the Donald E. Stephens
Convention Center.

It’s a one-stop shop to learn
about loads of vacation destina-
tions as well as cruise lines, safari
companies and tour operators.
Celebrity speakers include Rick
Steves, Pauline Frommer and
Josh Gates, host of Discovery
Channel’s “Expedition Un-
known.” Experts at the Savvy
Traveler Theater will give tips on
everything from packing luggage
and maximizing reward points to
how to travel cheaper and safer.

TSA staff will be on hand to
assist with enrollment for TSA
PreCheck, the time-saving
“trusted traveler” program that
makes navigating airport security
less hellish. You’ll need to start
the process online in advance and
set an appointment to finalize it
with TSA staff at the show. Visit
travelshows.com/shows/chicago/
tsa-precheck for details.

Need a passport? You can get
your photo taken at the event and
U.S. Department of State reps 
will be there to help with applica-
tions and renewals. Go to
travelshows.com/shows/chicago/
passport-acceptance-program to
see what you’ll need to bring to
get the ball rolling. Pro tip: People
who come with a completed
passport application form along
with the required supporting
documents and fee get into the
travel show for free.

Single- and two-day tickets can
be bought online in advance at a
discounted rate of $11/$18 or
onsite (cash only) for $15/$22.
Free admission for children under
17. Parking is $15.

Play ball
Spring training is right around

the corner, giving Chicago base-

ball fans one more reason —
besides the weather — to visit the
greater Phoenix area in February
and March.

Arizona’s biggest city makes
an ideal base to catch the Cactus
League action. All 1,003 guest
rooms at the Sheraton Phoenix
Downtown have just been mod-
ernized and renovated as part of
a top-to-bottom reboot of the
property, the largest hotel in the
state. It’s also the poster child for
upcoming changes across the
Sheraton brand. The hotel has a
spring training Sports Package
starting at $219 a night (use
promo code SPO) that includes
parking, a $20 dining credit, a
baseball themed in-room ameni-
ty and late check out. 

A couple of other big baseball
events are bound to drive travel
this year too.

The White Sox and the New
York Yankees will face off in a
regular-season game that’s highly
irregular. On Aug. 13, the teams

will be in Dyersville in eastern
Iowa to play a “Field of Dreams”
game in an 8,000-seat ballpark
carved into a cornfield near the
site where the 1989 Kevin Cost-
ner movie was filmed. Expect
tickets to get snapped up quickly
once Major League Baseball
makes them available.

In June, the Cubs will hop the
pond to take on the St. Louis
Cardinals for a two-game series at
London Stadium. Massachusetts-
based Sports Travel and Tours
has put together a June 11-15 trip
that includes tickets to both of the
Cubs-Cards games and four
nights at the Hard Rock Hotel,
among other things, for $2,695
per person, based on double
occupancy.

Family fun
With all of the new whiz-bang

“Star Wars” stuff at Walt Disney
World — the Rise of the Resist-
ance ride debuted in December —

it’s an exciting time to visit the
Florida resort.

Save some money on lodging
with “Escape the Cold” room
rates at seven Disney Springs
Resort area hotels. Good for stays
through March 31 (subject to
availability and blackout dates),
prices start at $107 at Wyndham
Garden Lake Buena Vista; $119 at
B Resort & Spa and Holiday Inn
Orlando — Disney Springs Area;
$126 at Best Western Lake Buena
Vista; $135 at Hilton Orlando
Lake Buena Vista; $151 at Hilton
Orlando Buena Vista Palace, and
$189 at DoubleTree Suites by
Hilton Orlando (resort fee
waived).

The hotels have shuttle trans-
portation to all four Walt Disney
World theme parks. Guests who
buy admission to the parks get
“extra magic hours” in at least one
of them each day, either before or
after the normal opening and
closing times. 

The hotels are within easy

walking distance of the shopping,
dining and entertainment 
venues at Disney Springs. Go to 
disneyspringshotels.com/escape-
cold-sale for reservations.

Branson, Missouri, is another
popular place for families to play.
This summer, the 1880s-style
theme park Silver Dollar City will
debut what’s billed as the tallest
raft ride in the Western Hemi-
sphere. The $23 million Mystic
River Falls will send passengers
plummeting down a 4½-story
waterfall.

Branson’s entertainment dis-
trict is getting a new attraction
this summer with the Aquarium
at the Boardwalk, a 46,000-
square-foot structure topped by a
ginormous Pacific octopus. No
one ever accused Branson of
being subtle. 

Nestled into the Ozark Moun-
tains not too far away, Big Cedar
Lodge in Ridgedale is upping its
golf game this spring when it cuts
the ribbon on Payne’s Valley, the
first public-access golf course
designed by Tiger Woods.

Older adults
Just because you’re out of

school doesn’t mean you want to
stop learning. That’s the thinking
behind Road Scholar, the non-
profit educational travel organiza-
tion for folks age 50 and up. The
Boston-based company has a
thick catalog of offerings, with
more than 5,000 programs in 150
countries and every U.S. state.

Some of this year’s “learning
adventures” are tied to important
milestones, like the 100th anni-
versary of women getting the
right to vote and the arrival of the
Mayflower four centuries ago, an
occasion that’s the basis for a
six-night, history-focused trip in
Plymouth, Massachusetts, start-
ing at $1,499, and a trans-Atlantic
crossing from London to New
York aboard Cunard’s Queen
Mary 2 from $5,999.

Speaking of cruises, Road
Scholar will launch its new float-
ing campus in March aboard the
Aegean Odyssey. The company
has exclusive use of the 350-
passenger vessel for voyages that
explore the British and Greek
isles, Italy, Egypt, Israel and more.
Trip prices are said to be 20 to
30% below the cost of most com-
mercial cruises, and airfare from
many cities is included.

Road Scholar also has bulked
up its women-only trips this year
and recently rolled out several
itineraries focused on the envi-
ronment and climate change. The
company also has options de-
signed for grandparents and
children as young as 9.

Worth noting: Donations have
allowed Road Scholar to give
some financial assistance and
family caregiver grants to people
who might not otherwise be able
to afford them.
lrackl@chicagotribune.com

The Hilton Orlando Buena Vista Palace is one of seven Disney Springs Resort area properties offering “Escape the Cold” rates. 

HILTON ORLANDO BUENA VISTA PALACE 

Plan to get going U.S. workers squander millions
of vacation days. Here are
some ways to put them to use.

By Lori Rackl

A Road Scholar cooking demonstration is held at a home in Agra, India. The Boston-based company offers

more than 5,000 programs in 150 countries. 

ROAD SCHOLAR 

A 1999 view of the famous “Field of Dreams” in Dyersville, Iowa. The

White Sox and Yankees are headed to the area this summer to play a

game in an 8,000-seat ballpark near the movie site. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

The Mystic River Falls ride is set

to debut at Silver Dollar City in

Branson, Missouri, this summer. 

SILVER DOLLAR CITY RENDERING
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Q
A: If Days Inn can’t

prove you bloodied the
sheets in your room, you
shouldn’t have to pay $150.
And even if it can, I think
the way it handled your
charge leaves something to
be desired. The hotel
should have contacted you
to discuss the state of the
bed, and only after show-
ing you proof of the dam-
age should it have charged
you a cleaning fee. Instead,
it simply charged your
card.

Days Inn doesn’t dis-
close its $150 cleaning fee
on its website. But I looked
at the photos it sent. There
are no timestamps and
nothing that would indi-
cate the damage happened
in your room, such as a
room number or a geotag.
It didn’t send you an inci-

dent report, either. Days
Inn is simply asking you to
believe it.

I quizzed you about
your stay. Did you have
any medical episodes
while you were there? Any
other guests in the room?
You didn’t have so much
as a nosebleed, and there
were no additional guests.
I’m suspicious of Days
Inn’s cleaning charge.

I think a politely
worded email to Wynd-
ham Hotels & Resorts,
Days Inn’s corporate par-
ent, might have helped. I
list the names, numbers
and email addresses of the
top executives on my
consumer advocacy site,
Elliott.org. If it doesn’t
respond, you could have —
and should have — dis-
puted the extra charge on

your credit card.
Now, I’m not saying

cleaning fees are not legit.
If someone trashes a hotel
room, then the property
should be able to charge
you for the cleanup. But
Days Inn didn’t meet even
the most basic threshold
for proving the bloody
sheets were from your
room.

I contacted Days Inn on
your behalf. It refunded
your $150 as a “goodwill
gesture.”

Christopher Elliott is the
ombudsman for National
Geographic Traveler maga-
zine and the author of
“How to Be the World’s
Smartest Traveler.” You can
read more travel tips on his
blog, elliott.org, or email
him at chris@elliott.org.

TRAVEL TROUBLESHOOTER 

Do I have to pay this
Days Inn cleaning fee?

By Christopher Elliott
King Features

I stayed at Days Inn in St. Paul, Minnesota, recently. It

was not a pleasant experience. The motel was dirty and

stinky. I had to get my room key reset every day or else it

wouldn’t work, which was inconvenient. Their staff also

was not very friendly, and the morning I checked out they

were not at the front desk to help me but were outside

smoking.

A few days after my stay, I noticed I had a $150 charge

on my credit card from Days Inn. I called the motel, and a

representative told me that it was a cleaning charge. He

said there was blood all over the sheet and pillow in my

room.

When I left, I didn’t notice any blood anywhere. I asked

Days Inn for pictures and they sent me a picture of just a

little blood on some sheets. But the hotel did not provide

proof that it was from my room.

I believe Days Inn charged me just to make some extra

money. If they are going to hold their guests to such a

high standard and charge them when something happens

that they didn’t know about, they need to hold the rest of

the motel to the same standard. Why not keep it clean and

smelling better and have nicer, friendlier staff and room

keys that work for more than one day?

I would like a complete refund of my Days Inn cleaning

fee. Can you help?

— Joel Koehn, West Union, Iowa

Once an accountant,
Wengie is better known
these days for her music,
Whimsical By Wengie toy
line for Target and her
YouTube channel. Split-
ting her time between Los
Angeles and Sydney, Aus-
tralia, the beauty influ-
encer recently was nomi-
nated for the 12th Annual
Shorty Awards’ YouTuber
of the Year. 

An edited version of our
conversation follows.

Q. You’ve filmed music
videos around the world.
Can you tell me about
some of the places you
chose?

A. My whole mission in
music is to spread love of
different cultures. I grew
up in Australia, so I had to
shoot a music video there.
We shot “Ugly Christmas
Sweater” in Australia. It
was such a special project
because we did everything
ourselves, which made it
even more exciting when I
saw it trend No. 1 on
YouTube. We shot “Mr.
Nice Guy” in the Phil-
ippines. My best friend
growing up was Filipino,
so I really wanted to do
something there. We cut
three versions — English,
Tagalog and one a mix of
the two languages. We
shot “Empire” (with)
Minnie of (G)I-DLE in
South Korea. This was one
of my most special collabo-
rations, because I’ve loved
K-Pop since a young age. I
got to work with one of my
favorite girl group mem-
bers. It was a dream come
true.

Q. Female empower-
ment has always been
important to you. In
your travels, have you
been surprised at how
girls and women are

represented in their
respective countries?

A. I will say we obvi-
ously have a lot of room for
improvement on a global
scale. I hope through my
music I can inspire and
empower girls and women
internationally. 

Q. How have your
travels inspired your
work as an artist and as a
businesswoman?

A. I love learning about
other cultures and what
makes them do what they
do. And the beautiful thing
is that you realize no mat-
ter where you live, we
essentially are all the same.
We love and fight and
believe and get motivated
by music and people. 

Q. What’s the most
important thing you’ve
learned from your trav-
els?

A. To be on time and to
have data roaming for GPS!
Things that really ruin my
trips are missing my plane
or getting lost. Another
rookie mistake is not
checking what your desti-
nation uses for GPS.

Q. If you’ve ever gone
away for the holidays,
which was the best trip?

A. My favorite trip for
Christmas was going to
Tokyo with one of my
friends, and it snowed. It
was my first white Christ-

mas, because in Australia,
Christmas is during the
summertime. 

Q. Where have you
traveled to that most
reminded you of home?

A. San Diego. It was
uncannily like Melbourne
and Sydney. Downtown
Seattle seemed pretty
familiar, too.

Q. Where would you
like to go that you have
never been to before?

A. The Maldives. It
looks so beautiful there.

Q. What is your guilty
pleasure when you’re on
the road?

A. Food. I feel like my
healthy eating plan goes
out the window when I
travel, but I’m not com-
plaining. I always try the
local favorites when I
travel.

Q. What kind of re-
search do you do before
you go away on a trip? 

A. I actually rarely do
research before going on a
trip. I like to experience
new places without any
preconceived thoughts. If I
have questions while I’m
there, I’ll look it up. I love
to just ask the locals, since
I feel that’s where you get
the real stuff!

For more from the reporter,
visit www.jaehakim.com.

Wengie
always on
the move
By Jae-Ha Kim
Tribune Content Agency

VIJAT MOHINDRA

CELEBRITY

TRAVELER 

To travel as a pilgrim is
to experience “travel with a
purpose” — to go beyond
tourism and connect more
deeply with a place, a cul-
ture or a faith. 

Throughout Europe,
regardless of your religion,
there are pilgrimages you
can take to feel the spirit.
Travelers considering pil-
grimages in Europe have
the opportunity to follow
centuries-old routes or
trace new paths in a search
of perspective on their own
culture — or the culture of
others.

The Camino: The Camino
de Santiago — the “Way of
St. James” — is Europe’s
ultimate pilgrimage route. 

Since the Middle Ages,
humble pilgrims have trod
hundreds of miles across
the north of Spain to pay
homage to the remains of
St. James in his namesake
city, Santiago de Compos-
tela. Today, more and more
pilgrims are traveling this
ancient pathway — each for
his or her own reason.

It’s a substantial commit-
ment: Most take a month to
walk the 450 miles from
the French border. It’s pure
joy to be in Santiago de
Compostela’s main square
as well-worn pilgrims are
overcome with jubilation as
they reach their goal. 

Assisi: For eight centuries
Assisi, Italy, has been one of
the most visited pilgrimage
sites in all of Christendom.
With every visit I’m struck
by how the spirit of St.
Francis still pervades his
hometown — even nonreli-
gious travelers become
pilgrims of a sort. 

Around the year 1200,
this simple friar countered
the decadence of the
Church and society in

general with a powerful
message of nonmaterialism
and a “slow down and smell
God’s roses” lifestyle. A
huge monastic order (the
Franciscans) grew out of
his teachings, which were
gradually embraced by the

Church. Sitting on a hill
overlooking the town, hear-
ing the same birdsong that
inspired Francis, always
calms my 21st-century soul.

“Lutherland”: Three
destinations in eastern

Germany make a meaning-
ful Protestant pilgrimage. 

In Erfurt, visitors can
tour the church and mon-
astery where young Martin
Luther struggled with his
theological demons.
Nearby is Wartburg Castle,
where Luther hid after
speaking out against
Church corruption and
where he diligently trans-
lated the New Testament
into German. Finally, in the
unassuming little town of
Wittenberg, Luther posted
his 95 Theses on a church
door, starting a chain of
events that would split
Western Christian faith,
cause empires to rise and
fall, and inspire new
schools of art and thought. 

The sights are physical
reminders of courageous
accomplishments of the
Reformation — and the
enduring example Luther
set for those who dare to
speak truth to power.

Glastonbury: Located in
southwest England near
Bath, Glastonbury has been
a religious site as far back as
the Bronze Age. For thou-
sands of years, pilgrims
have climbed Glastonbury
Tor, a hill seen by many as a
Mother Goddess symbol.
Glastonbury is also consid-
ered the birthplace of
Christianity in England. 

According to legend, the
Holy Grail lies are at the
bottom of Chalice Well, a
natural spring at the base of
the hill. England’s first
church was built near this
spring, and eventually a
great abbey was founded
that, by the 12th century,
became the leading Chris-
tian pilgrimage site in all of
Britain. Today, Glastonbury
and its mysterious hill re-
main a center for those on
their own spiritual quest.

Eyup Sultan Mosque:

This is one of the most

powerful and beautiful
experiences in Istanbul.
People from all over the
Muslim world come here to
recognize the burial place
of Eyup Sultan (also known
as Abu Ayyub al-Ansari),
the Prophet Muhammad’s
standard-bearer and com-
panion, who was buried
here during the siege of
Constantinople in the 670s. 

This is where new Ot-
toman sultans received
their sword of sovereignty
as they took the throne
(comparable to being
crowned). It attracts a very
conservative, religious
crowd, humble in mood
and attire, and looking for
spiritual fulfillment. It’s a
place to feel the pulse of the
faith in Istanbul and recog-
nize what an important
spiritual capital this great
city is. 

Jewish tradition: Many
religious Jews travel to
Central and Eastern Eu-
rope every year to pray by
the graves of respected
figures. They may place
pebbles or candles on the
tomb and leave messages
on slips of paper. Increas-
ingly, even nonreligious
Jews design their own
pilgrimages to meaningful
sites for learning, reflection
and remembrance. 

Europe’s venerable Jew-
ish quarters offer reward-
ing glimpses into the rich-
ness and longevity of Jew-
ish culture. As you stand
before the Dohany Street
Synagogue in Budapest, for
example, you can imagine
the Jewish Quarter as it
thrived in the 19th century.
A walk through this lively
zone turns up artifacts and
monuments that ask trav-
elers to ponder the huge
loss of culture, knowledge
and humanity that took
place between 1938 and ’45. 

Rick Steves (www.rick
steves.com) writes European
travel guidebooks and hosts
travel shows on public tele-
vision and public radio.
Email him at rick@rick
steves.com and follow his
blog on Facebook.

A pilgrimage feeds the soul and spirit

The evocative ruins of Glastonbury Abbey in southwest England mark one of the holiest spots in Great Britain. 

ADDIE MANNAN/RICK STEVES’ EUROPE

A jubilant pilgrim on Spain’s Camino de Santiago marks

the end of her journey in front of the cathedral in Santiago

de Compostela.

RICK STEVES/RICK STEVES’ EUROPE

Rick Steves
Tribune Content Agency
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The wait for my rental
car at Montreal-Pierre
Elliott Trudeau Interna-
tional Airport last February
was slow, but the talk was
breakaway fast. I joined the
line with a National
Hockey League scout for
the New Jersey Devils on
his way to a tournament to
look at promising teenage
skaters. 

“Skating is a way of life
up here,” the native Que-
becois said, as my sturdy
Nissan SUV pulled up,
poised to plow through the
snowy roads of southern
Quebec where I’d come
simply to skate.

Other than the Winter
Olympics, ice skating
doesn’t get a lot of atten-
tion among winter sports.
It’s usually a “something
for the kids” addition at a
ski resort or an activity
built around a city land-
mark, like the ice sheet at
Millennium Park.

As a winter lover who
once traveled to Winnipeg
to skate that city’s sculp-
ture-dotted frozen river in
below-zero temperatures, I
was intrigued by the icy
fount of adventurous pos-
sibilities in Quebec, Cana-
da’s largest province,
where it’s possible to es-
cape the oval confines of
what we normally think of
as ice rinks and skate for
long, sinuous stretches on
frozen trails through
forests and snowy land-
scapes.

Skating trails can be
found across Canada. They
embrace the landscape
when little is growing but
frost and hark back to the
origins of skating as a
means of travel.

In Quebec, many parks
and villages host skating
areas that take a variety of
forms, from ribbons
plowed on rivers to forests
that are flooded to create
skating mazes.

Having built my own
front yard rink, I know
these frozen skateways are
not easily maintained.
Forest paths involve cut-
ting trails, building water
barriers, flooding and
freezing them, clearing
fallen snow into sheet-side
banks and continually
conditioning the ice as it
slaloms between trees. Ice

might be a natural state, but
skating ice is a wonder of
human dedication.

Several of these ice inno-
vations lie in Mauricie and
Lanaudière, two of the 17
administrative regions that
make up Quebec province,
roughly midway between
Montreal and Quebec City.
Together they bill them-
selves as “authentic Que-
bec,” home to 16th-century
French settlements and
rivers that were the original
highways used by First
Nations travelers and, later,
French Canadian fur tra-
ders known as voyageurs.
Logging and hydroelectric
industries subsequently
took advantage of the re-
gions’ natural resources,
more recently reframed as
tourist draws.

In terms of tourism,
winter is among the busiest
seasons here. Snow-
mobilers come to sled
inn-to-inn; “glissades,” or
sledding runs, abound,
from public parks to private
resorts; and ice-fishing
shanties create pop-up
villages of down-padded
anglers.

With ice skates in my
carry-on, I laced up to
explore Quebec’s long,
winding skating trails in a
three-day ice quest.

Island 
skating trail

At Trois-Rivières, a two-
hour drive from Montreal,
the broad and swift St.
Lawrence doesn’t freeze
except in some sheltered
bays. A pair of islands in the
intersecting St.-Maurice
River creates three chan-
nels where they meet the
larger waterway, giving
Trois-Rivières or Three
Rivers, the second oldest
Francophone city in North
America, its name.

On one of those islands,
Île St.-Quentin, park man-
agers seasonally flood an
ice-skating path that’s
about 1¼ miles. The frozen
maze skirts the seaway,
flowing with jagged cells of
ice, and weaves into the
hardwood forest behind it.
Following the contours of
the land, it had enough
gradual downhills to per-
suade several skaters to
wear helmets.

I laced my skates inside
the park’s generous field
house, which offered fat-

tire bike rentals for rides on
another trail, shared by
snowshoers, that runs for
about 2 miles around the
periphery of the island.

With just a few skaters
sharing the ice on a sunny
and windy weekday, I had
the “sentier de patin,” or ice
path, largely to myself,
allowing me to skate the
route in all directions with-
out fear of collisions. After
an exploratory foray, slow
and curious, I thrilled to
make each iteration differ-
ent, taking the first alley
right away from the river
and the second left toward
it, circling a warming tent
one way, then the other, and
edging back on the inland
route, taking occasional
spurs in unanticipated
directions in the exhilarat-
ing labyrinth that held me
safe in its geometry.

Although the ice trail
was quiet, it didn’t take long
to find Mauricie’s winter
pilgrims. About 30 miles
northeast of town, I
checked into Le Baluchon
Eco-Resort behind a dozen
exhilarated French snow-
mobilers who were sled-
ding inn to inn.

On the Rivière du Loup,
or Wolf River, Le Baluchon
offers 89 rooms in a mix of
inns and chalets on 1,000
acres featuring about 25

miles of cross-country ski
and snowshoe trails, a tub-
ing run and an ice rink with
supplied equipment for
broomball — a hockey-like
game played with brooms
and without skates. The
sledders headed straight for
the Nordic spa to steep in a
series of hydrotherapy pools
indoors and out.

Later that evening, a full
moon lit the riverside trail
to the inn’s restaurant —
acclaimed for its menu
using local ingredients in
dishes like walleye with
Quebec seaweed butter —
and waterfalls stilled by ice.

Agritourism 
on ice

One winter, when Jean-
Pierre Binette and Made-
leine Courchesne, beekeep-
ers in rural Notre-Dame-
du-Mont-Carmel, about an
hour north of Trois-Riv-
ières, had three children
under age 9, they flooded a
small section of woods on
their property. Excited by
the frozen forest play-
ground, their children in-
vited their friends, who
invited their friends. In
1997, the seasonal diversion
became a secondary busi-
ness as Le Domaine de la
Forêt Perdue, or the Lost
Forest, opened to the public,

keeping a form of agri-
tourism alive in winter (in
summer, they offer a high-
ropes course).

“We were the first skat-
ing path in Quebec, and
now we are training people
who are opening trails
around the province,”
Thérèse Deslauriers, the
managing director of the
Forêt Perdue, said, as she
worked the rustic entry
house that doubles as a
retail shop for honey prod-
ucts.

Outside, beyond the
skate rental tent, more than
9 miles of iceways wove
through pine and hard-
wood forests dotted with
farm pens occupied by
goats, sheep, ducks, deer
and more exotic animals,
including an ostrich. Next
to the alpaca enclosure, a
repurposed phone booth
dispensed handfuls of
animal feed for a Canadian
quarter.

Many skaters brought
their lunches. For the less
prepared, Forêt Perdue
offers a heated snack bar in
a tent and a maple candy
cabin in the woods.

Inviting though it was, I
skipped the snack bar,
threw my skates in the car
and drove roughly 40 miles
east to another of the grand
lodges that draw winter
fans to Mauricie. Like a
castle-size version of a log
cabin, Hôtel Sacacomie sits
high above frozen Saca-
comie Lake, offering wintry
panoramas from its pine-
hewn dining room with a
roaring fire in the field-
stone fireplace — the per-
fect place to warm up over
local smoked trout and
duck confit poutine.

A frozen river
After an overnight snow-

fall of 4 inches, the 5.6-mile
skating path on the L’As-
somption River at Parc
Louis-Querbes in Joliette,

about midway between Le
Baluchon and Montreal,
was already open and
plowed by 9 a.m., serving a
smattering of speedskaters
and slower gliders.

By then, too, three trucks
were out resurfacing the
path, one to brush away any
remaining snow, another to
spray water and a third to
tamp down snow alleys at
the edges used by dog walk-
ers and posted with plastic
bag dispensers.

This skateway was dif-
ferent than the others — no
forests, mazes or isolation.
Instead, it connected the
city with a groomed route
that skirted bluff-top
houses and kayaks piled in
snow on the river banks. It
dipped under bridges occa-
sionally tagged with graffiti,
lending an urban edge to
the ice sheet.

I skated hard for an hour,
covering the entire route,
and was not alone. Like
runners in warmer cities,
the earliest Joliette skaters
came out to exercise in the
light morning traffic. By the
time I circled back to the
park field house just after
10 a.m., a food shack next to
the ice had opened, serving
beignets and tea to the
growing collection of fam-
ilies teaching their
under-10s to skate by hold-
ing onto loaner sleds and
sharing the wonder of
skating on a seasonally
stilled river.

I intended to leave the
river and head straight to
the airport in Montreal but
couldn’t resist another
skating stop so close to it.
Diverting 30 minutes north
to Bois de Belle-Rivière, I
took a final 1.5-mile spin on
yet another frozen forest
path. In this age of vanish-
ing ice, I skated with a
profound appreciation for
the transformation of win-
ter and the spirit of ice
makers to delight those
who love the season.

Skaters make their way along the trail at Le Domaine de la Forêt Perdue in Notre-Dame-du-Mont-Carmel, Quebec. 

DAVID GIRAL/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS

Skating
Quebec
Icy forest mazes and long,
winding paths through winter
landscapes beckon all skaters
By Elaine Glusac
The New York Times

A hut sells maple taffy, or maple syrup poured over fresh snow, in Le Domaine de la Forêt Perdue. 

A visitor pets a goat at Le Domaine de la Forêt Perdue.
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Lake Huron. The shoreline
of about 3,827 miles in-
cludes the more than
30,000 islands in the lake.

GEOQUIZ ANSWER

Here are some of the more
interesting events, deals,
websites and other travel
tidbits that have come
across our desk recently: 

■ Teams from across the
country will compete Feb.
13-16 in the Labatt Blue UP
Pond Hockey Champi-
onship in St. Ignace, Michi-
gan. Teams are divided by
age group and also include
a women’s division. Last
year teams also came from
Canada and the Czech
Republic. tinyurl.com/
vvzgelb
■ The 32nd annual Mid-
western Herb and Garden
Show will be held Feb. 14-16
at Times Square Mall in
Mount Vernon, Illinois.
The weekend includes
workshops and classes as
well as more than 40 ven-
dors selling garden-related
items. tinyurl.com/thuond6
■ The historic Main Street
in Galena, Illinois, will be
the place to enjoy tasty
treats during the Java,
Chocolate & Champagne

Stroll on Feb. 15-16. Partici-
pants will get a punch card
good for 10 treats and a
commemorative cup. Tick-
ets, which are date specific,
are $25 in advance or $30
the day of the event.
tinyurl.com/smf68bk
■ The Actors Theatre of
Indiana and Carmel Sym-
phony Orchestra will pre-
sent a production of the
Stephen Sondheim musical
“Sweeney Todd, The De-
mon Barber of Fleet
Street” on Feb. 21-22 at the
Palladium at the Center for
the Performing Arts in
Carmel. tinyurl.com/
r62s5ph
■ If you’re looking to shake
up your winter routine, the
Muskegon Winter Sports
Complex in Muskegon,
Michigan, offers rides on
its Olympian-designed
luge track. There are also a
skating rink, hockey rink
and lighted, quarter-mile
skating trail, cross-country
skiing, snowshoeing and
sledding. msports.org
■ The 29th annual Indiana
Motorcycle and Power-
sports Expo runs Feb. 14-16

at the Indiana State Fair-
grounds in Indianapolis.
There will be lots of bikes,
ATVs and gear on display
and special events includ-
ing motorcycle classes.
indianamotorcycleex-
po.com
■ The 11th annual Door
County Short Film Festival
will be held Feb. 14-15 in the
Sister Bay, Wisconsin,
village hall. More than 20
short films from around the
world will be screened, and
some of the filmmakers will
be on hand to discuss their
works. tinyurl.com/vhl3zf5
■ Historic Cedarburg,
Wisconsin, celebrates the
season Feb. 15-16 with
Winter Festival. Naturally
there will be an ice-carving

competition, along with a
parade, snowy golf tourna-
ment, bed races, wine tast-
ing, dog-pulling contest,
petting zoo, camel rides
and much more.
tinyurl.com/uxqtfdt
■ With thoughts of warmer
days ahead, the 32nd annu-
al West Michigan Golf
Show will be held Feb. 14-16
in Grand Rapids. There of
course will be lots of gear to
look over, plus lessons,
contests and information
on courses in the Midwest
and beyond. tinyurl.com/
ty2bm85
■ Shakespeare’s “The
Winter’s Tale” will be
staged Feb. 7-23 at the
Hilberry Theatre in De-
troit. The 400-year-old

story of love and loss is a
production of Theatre &
Dance at Wayne, a division
of Wayne State University.
There are both evening and
matinee performances.
theatreanddanceat-
wayne.com
■ Music icon Judy Collins
will perform at The Acorn
in Three Oaks, Michigan,
on May 15. Tickets are
available online and are
likely to sell out quickly.
tinyurl.com/skmx8r5
■ Fond du Lac, Wisconsin,
has lots of fun planned Feb.
7-9 during the Sturgeon
Spectacular. There’ll be
activities indoors and out
including the state snow-
sculpting competition, a
parade, live music, curling,

hockey, fat-tire bike racing,
sturgeon spearing and
much more. sturgeonspec-
tacular.com

Deals and websites listed
here have been checked for
availability as of press time.
Listings are not an endorse-
ment. Send tips at least a
month in advance to Chi-
cagoTribTravel@gmail.com.

Phil Marty is a freelancer.

NEWS TO USE 

Catch pond
hockey action
in Michigan
By Phil Marty

The Labatt Blue UP Pond Hockey Championship in St. Ignace, Michigan, heats up in mid-February. 

JIM HOPPER 

My family returns to
Santa Monica, Calif., almost
annually. But since we
moved from there 15 years
ago, the place has gone
posh. A Blockbuster we
frequented is now a spa,
and the UPS store has
turned into a place devoted
to pearl jewelry. 

For longtime residents
that might be a problem.
For visitors, not so much —
until the same transforma-
tion takes place at their

favorite hotel. 
For years, we’d stayed at

a hotel that had been prici-
er than we’d like, but man-
ageable. We shelled out
year after year because it
was near our old rental
house, so we were back in
the old neighborhood. We
liked the familiarity. 

We last stayed there
Thanksgiving weekend
2018. And after we left for
the airport, management
locked the doors and called
in the contractors. The
hotel was going through a
major face-lift, and we

were the last guests out the
old doors. And now we’ll
never walk through the
new doors. Room rates
have nearly doubled. 

Sure, the updated place
looks great, but I want the
faded sofas back and the
more affordable rate that
went with them. 

After learning of the
price hike, I went through
the classic stages of grief:
denial, anger, bargaining,
depression and acceptance.

The bargaining stage
bogged down when I was
promised a lower rate, but

the manager who had made
the promise failed to return
my calls when I tried to
book.

That discourtesy actually
made the final stage easier:
acceptance. So did Google.
At google.com/maps, I
input the old Santa Monica
address, clicked the
“nearby” button in the
search column, then clicked
“hotels” and the map was
populated with options.
After cross-checking Tri-
pAdvisor reviews, I landed
at a great, nearby alterna-
tive hotel.

Santa Monica has become more posh in recent years,

leading to price increases at hotels in town. 

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Mourning remake, price hike at favorite hotel
By Kerri Westenberg 
Minneapolis Star Tribune

To advertise here
please call 312-222-4070

ILLINOIS
GALENA GREENBRIAR COUNTRY INN
Step back in time-relax in historic
lodgings. Fireplaces, whirlpool tubs,
TV’s, hand delivered breakfast basket
to your door. Walk to restaurants
& shops. Midweek special. Gift

certificates available.
(815) 777-3153 • billnybo@att.net
www.greenbriargalena.com



Savoring the South Island

QUEENSTOWN, New Zealand
— Food isn’t the first thing that
comes to mind when most people
think of New Zealand. Its rugged
good looks, pristine wilderness
areas, thirst for thrills like bungee
jumping and indigenous Maori
culture overshadow anything
culinary. So it might be a surprise
that in the remotest gas station in
the South Island, a barista poured
espresso in a heart shape atop the
frothy milk in my latte. 

The Kiwi coffee culture — so
ubiquitous you can find espresso
machines in rural Mobil stations
— is just the tip of the local culi-
nary spear honed by indigenous
culture, the island country’s re-
mote geography and a pervasive
interest in conservation that in-
cludes sourcing food locally.

“New Zealand’s prevalence of
fresh food is uniquely bound in its
indigenous history,” said Angela
Clifford, CEO of Eat New Zea-
land, a nonprofit group promoting
culinary tourism in New Zealand.
She explained that when English
colonizers signed the Treaty of
Waitangi with the indigenous
Maori in 1840, they and the tribes
declared peaceful coexistence and
equal access to resources, includ-
ing “the right to gather resources
and food from the natural envi-
ronment. It underpins everything
about the New Zealand food
story. It said people are connected
to their land through food.”

While the North Island boasts
the thriving restaurant scene of
the nation’s biggest city, Auckland
(newly a nonstop flight from
Chicago on Air New Zealand), I
ventured to the wild South Island
to explore the unique terroir
influencing a thriving and under-
exposed culinary culture. Sample
it for yourself via the following
road-trip stops recommended for
foodies.

Defining
geogastronomy

Like a lot of New Zealand, the
Waitaki region is better known for
its geology than its grub. It begins
about 150 miles south of
Christchurch and runs inland
along the braided Waitaki River
almost all the way to Aoraki/
Mount Cook, the tallest mountain
in New Zealand. Here, perfectly
spherical boulders cluster on the
beach, karst limestone formations
resemble elephant herds among
the sheep pastures and a series of
Badlands-like cliffs reveal ancient
fossilized whale skeletons. 

Over 40 unique geological sites
form the roughly 2,800-square-
mile Waitaki Whitestone Geop-
ark, which has been nominated as
a UNESCO Global Geopark, de-
fined as a region of international
significance. In a parallel cam-
paign, local culinary leaders have
coined the phrase “geogastron-
omy” to express not just the con-
cept of terroir as it applies to
wine, but to the effect that the

limestone bedrock has on all
growers, brewers, winemakers
and chefs.

“If you look at a cliff face, you
can see different layers of soil,”
said Clifford. “The geology of a
place affects the flavor of the
food.”

Geology tours of the area sync
up with geogastronomic restau-
rants. In coastal Oamaru, known
as Whitestone City for its parade
of limestone Victorian buildings,
Cucina translates this hyperlocal
focus into Italian pasta with
housemade sausage and local
grass-fed steaks. Near the Moer-
aki Boulders, those unusual
spheres on the beach, Fleurs
Place showcases local Moeraki
Bay seafood and heirloom vegeta-
bles in a seafront, corrugated
metal shack. The rural Waitaki
Braids Lodge, along the park’s
Vanished World Trail in Kurow,
serves as a coffee shop by day and
a restaurant by night, with set
menus highlighting local or-
chards, cheese dairies and char-
cuterie makers for guests of its
seven rooms.

Market fare
About 70 miles south of Oa-

maru, on the southeast side of
South Island, New Zealand’s
oldest university, the University
of Otago, resides in Dunedin,
gateway to the nature-blessed
Otago Peninsula, where endan-
gered New Zealand sea lions rule
the beaches, royal albatross have
their own nature reserve and
tours visit colonies of little blue
penguins and the habitat of the
rare yellow-eyed penguin.

Those activities are available
anytime, but the day to eat in
Dunedin is Saturday, when the
Otago Farmers Market takes
place from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The market, set up beside the
1906 Dunedin Railway train sta-
tion, features full coffee shops
housed in vintage trailers where
locals bring their own cups or
borrow one from the “cup li-
brary.” Venison sausage makers,
cheesemongers, root vegetable
chip dealers, nut butter grinders
and seafood sellers line up next to
bakery booths, a Chinese crepe

chef, a brewer using rainwater to
make beer and a winemaker
selling pinot noir in refillable
bottles.

“I love the idea of showing
people the winemaking process
and engaging directly with the
people who drink my wine, as
opposed to just the wine trade,”
said that winemaker, Brendan
Seal, the owner of Urbn Vino
Dunedin. “It was always a dream
of mine to have my own winery
one day. It just happens to be in
one of the best small cities in the
world.”

Southernmost wine
Urbn Vino gets its grapes from

the Central Otago, about a two-
hour drive northwest. At 45 de-
grees latitude south, the Central
Otago wine region champions
pinot noir, the notoriously finicky
grape that benefits from the
nearby mountain range, ensuring
daily and seasonal temperature
swings the vines love. While some
growers in Patagonia in South
America are a few degrees more

southerly, Central Otago vintners
say they are the southernmost
commercial wine district in the
world.

“The Central Otago has hard
slate bedrock and the Alpine
territory makes vines struggle a
little longer, and that creates
flavor in grapes,” Clifford said.

Most of the Central Otago
wineries are day-trip distance
from Queenstown, the adventure
capital of New Zealand. Many,
like Amisfield, run destination
restaurants. More casual Kinross
offers meals in a wine-friendly
cafe next to a tasting room pour-
ing the goods from five area
wineries, including Valli, that are
hard to find stateside. Some
require a reservation — worth it,
we found, at Felton Road, where
the pinots were velvety. 

“The Otago doesn’t get super,
super hot compared to the rest of
the world, and it’s such a unique
landscape … to deliver terroir,”
said Clifford. “The Maori word is
‘turangawaewae,’ which means ‘a
place to stand.’ It means there’s
something unique about that
place expressed in the food and
place.”

Carnivore central
Queenstown offers access to

four major ski areas, bungee
jumping adventures, jet boat
tours that fly inches from canyon
walls and heli-everything, in-
cluding heli-mountain biking
and heli-golf. The Aspen of New
Zealand — combining year-
round mountain appeal and
attracting upscale visitors — has
a stellar dining scene that out-
punches its weight across the
spectrum, from high- to low-end.

If there’s a place to indulge
your carnivorous appetite, it’s
Queenstown, home to acclaimed
steakhouses including Jervois
Steak House, serving locally
raised Wakanui and Wagyu
breeds as well as New Zealand
lamb and venison. Botswana
Butchery elevates its surf and
turf menu with wild boar, Fiord-
land venison loin and goat curry.

Local beef, lamb and deer
show up on the other end of the
price range at Fergburger, a cult
burger joint. It’s open 21 hours a
day and almost always has a line
of customers clamoring for its
big, juicy and creative burgers —
the tofu version comes with
spicy satay and the venison edi-
tion is known as Sweet Bambi.
They’re a relative bargain (about
$8 U.S. for the original Ferg-
burger) in an expensive resort
town. 

Fergburger’s success has spun
off the bakery next door, which
makes the burger buns as well as
its own intriguing sandwiches
and pastries, and a nearby gelato
shop. But the only place to get a
Fergburger — which has refused
to replicate elsewhere — is
Queenstown, in case you needed
another reason to visit.

Elaine Glusac is a freelance writer.

Started in 2003, the Otago Farmers Market in Dunedin is one of the oldest authentic farmers markets in New Zealand. Locals and visitors turn out Saturday mornings to stock up

on food and chat with vendors. 

OTAGO FARMERS MARKET 

This part of New Zealand’s unique terroir makes for tasty Kiwi cuisine

By Elaine Glusac
Chicago Tribune

The Moeraki Boulders are part of the geologically distinct Waitaki region, home of “geogastronomy.” 

MILES HOLDEN 

Locally sourced meat is just one of many offerings

at the popular Otago Farmers Market in Dunedin. 

ELAINE GLUSAC/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Queue up in Queenstown for the cult favorite

Fergburger, a bargain at roughly $8. 

ELAINE GLUSAC/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
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FORK IN THE ROAD
WHAT TO EAT WHEN YOU GET THERE
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HOME
MAKE YOUR SPACE

We are living in the age of the
Modern Farmhouse. This is why
so many of our kitchens have
apron sinks, Shaker cabinets and
industrial lighting, whether the
home is a prewar apartment in
Manhattan or a split-level in
Mamaroneck. A dining room
wouldn’t be complete without a
table made of reclaimed wood,
perhaps from a barn. Not our
barn, of course, because who
living in a city has a barn?

The design style, a modern
twist on the classic American
farmhouse, takes the clean lines
of contemporary design and
accents them with industrial
finishes, all while giving a nod to
what is considered homey or
rustic. A variation on the shabby
chic phenomenon of the 1990s,
the look was prominently fea-
tured by Chip and Joanna Gaines
on the HGTV show, “Fixer Up-
per.” The couple who rebranded
Waco, Texas, as a design destina-
tion have temporarily left the
airwaves while they prepare to
launch their own cable network,
but their signature brand of
shiplap walls and cozy white
sofas doesn’t appear to be going
anywhere.

Home decor stores sell deco-
rative accessories that look like
someone’s fantasy of what far-
mers might actually hang on
their walls: picture frames fash-
ioned out of faux old wood win-
dows; wood word art — so much
word art — that makes stark
proclamations in chunky text like
“Be a Voice, Not an Echo” or,
more to the point for a kitchen
wall, “Eat”; and distressed coffee
tables that look like they’ve been
planted around the family hearth
for decades, not just shipped
from China.

Instagram accounts such as
Our Faux Farmhouse, The Mod-
est Farmhouse and Our Vintage
Farmhouse have amassed hun-
dreds of thousands of followers
with endless photographs of
white living rooms, barn doors
hung from black hinges and
wicker baskets full of fuzzy
throw blankets. The Instagram
hashtag Modern Farmhouse has
almost 1.2 million posts. Scroll
through it and you start to won-
der if color exists beyond white,
black and reclaimed wood.

“The modern barn or farm-
house is here to stay,” said Sasha
Bikoff, a New York City interior
designer who is building herself
a 4,000-square-foot, all-white
modern barnhouse in East
Hampton.

But I set out wondering if
perhaps we’d reached Peak
Farmhouse. There have been
flickering signs that the relent-
less pursuit of faux farm may be
waning. A year ago, Southern
Living magazine called for the
end of cookie-cutter farmhouse
decor and word art. And recently,
House Beautiful asked, “Is the
Modern Farmhouse Trend
Dead?”

If Pinterest is a window into
the psyche of the American aes-
thetic, the view remains relent-
lessly agrarian, or at least faux
agrarian. In November, searches
on the site for “bohemian farm-
house decor” were up 335% from
a year earlier, and up 302% for
“farmhouse front porches.” 

The rise of modern farmhouse
— Laura Fenton, writing for
Curbed, reported that the term
joined the American lexicon in
2016 — coincides with a time of
American instability and uncer-
tainty. If the future is unclear, it’s
no wonder we might want to
re-create an American pastoral
where we can wrap ourselves in

a flannel throw blanket and sit in
a wicker chair on a front porch
gazing into the distance like pio-
neers.

This version of the homestead
is punctuated with edgy details
such as Edison bulbs, brass
faucets and stark black trim.

Modern farmhouse gives us
license to do the work ourselves,
to be homesteaders-lite. Those of
us looking for a crafty outlet can
express ourselves by refurbishing
an old dresser, repurposing dis-
carded window frames or wrap-
ping Mason jars with burlap.
Who needs an expensive interior
designer when the aisles of home
decor stores are packed with
whisky-barrel tables and vintage
kitchen canisters just begging to
be purchased?

The Gaineses “are cool, they’re
attractive. They’re raising goats

and they’re gardening, their kids
all seem well-adjusted,” said
Gideon Mendelson, an interior
designer in New York. “The look
that they’ve marketed, it’s good-
looking, it’s easy on the eye, it’s
not risky, it feels homey, it touches
on a lot of things that we want.”

“Fixer Upper” may be over, but
the Gaineses aren’t. Their brand,
Magnolia, is now a magazine, a
market and a real estate agency.
In October, Magnolia will launch
a cable network, replacing the
DIY Network.

But no single look can last
forever, even if its biggest champi-
ons are ascending and selling a
line of housewares at Target.
There must be a breaking point,
right? “Eventually, everybody
always tires of it, that is why a
trend is fleeting,” said Michael
Amato, the creative director of

the Urban Electric Co., a lighting
designer. 

Designers are noticing subtle
shifts. Edison bulbs are losing
favor, as homeowners realize that
while a raw bulb may look pretty,
staring directly at one is not ter-
ribly appealing. And color seems
to be making a comeback — green
kitchens!

“The modern farmhouse is
evolving into something a little bit
more global,” Bikoff said. “It
could be Balinese, it could be
Chinese. It could be a little bit
Italian from the ’70s.”

So, if we tire of American farm-
houses, we could always branch
out and dabble with ones that
look like they’re in the south of
France, or maybe the English
countryside or Indonesia. Who
knows? This fantasy farm life
could be limitless.

Behind the
barn door

Modern Farmhouse, a twist on the classic American style, takes the clean lines of contemporary design and

accents them with industrial finishes, all while giving a nod to the homey and rustic. 

TRISHA KRAUSS/THE NEW YORK TIMES ILLUSTRATION

What exactly is Modern Farmhouse, 
and is the style here to stay?

By Ronda Kaysen
The New York Times
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STYLE
WHAT TO WEAR NOW

Dear Answer Angel Ellen: I’m
invited to a black tie event and
maybe you can answer my ques-
tion. In the long run is it cheaper
and smarter to rent a tuxedo or to
buy one? In other words, how
many times would I have to wear
the tux to make it worth purchas-
ing one instead of renting? Also,
can I wear a white tux or dinner
jacket instead of the usual black?

— Jerome J.

Dear Jerome: Most men don’t
wear a tuxedo often enough to
justify buying one. Rentals are
generally in the $150-$200 range,
but with that you get all the extra
parts — tie, vest or cummerbund,
shoes, shirt, cufflinks and studs,
even dark socks. If you buy a tux,
you’re likely to have to buy all
those accessories separately.. So,
even the cheapest tux you buy
will still require an investment in
all that other stuff. I wouldn’t
even consider buying a tux (and
accessories) unless you’re confi-
dent you’ll wear it at least three
times. 

It’s especially unwise to invest
in a tux if there’s a chance you’ll
be changing sizes any time soon
— as many men gain weight as
they age and that tux that’s been
hanging in the closet for a few
years is not going to work out for
your son’s wedding. That said,
your own tux is going to fit you
and look better than any standard
rental. Same goes for the rental
shoes that, with their shiny patent
faux-leather, are particularly
cheesy looking. White jackets are
for warm weather wear only. 

One more thing, if you’re a
standard size, you might pick up a

tux and a tux shirt for cheap at a
thrift shop. But for that, you’ll
have to plan ahead and the men I
know always wait until the last
minute and have to scramble to
get even a rental in time for the
event.

Dear Answer Angel Ellen: I
hate, hate, hate control top panty-
hose. It’s not that I couldn’t use a
little help with the jiggles, but it’s
not worth it — having my midsec-
tion strangled by what formerly
was called a girdle! The problem
is, I’m having trouble finding the
non-control top versions in stores
anymore. Your advice, please.

— Kathleen K.

Dear Kathleen: The more that
internet shopping catches on, the
less luck you’ll have finding what
you want in bricks-and-mortar
stores. Which in turn sends more
shoppers to the internet. Yes,
manufacturers still make panty-
hose without control tops, but if
you can’t find them in stores go
directly to the hosiery makers’
websites (or amazon.com). No
nonsense (nononsense.com) and
Hanes (hanes.com), for example,
still make non-control top ho-
siery, and big box stores like Wal-
mart and Target sell non-control
tops in their online stores if you
can’t find them on store shelves.

Dear Answer Angel Ellen: How
do I thoroughly clean stuffed
animals? I’ve got bags and bags of
them that I would like to donate
(children’s hospital, maybe?), but
not in their present condition.

— Barb M.

Dear Barb: Before going to the
trouble of cleaning them, check
with the place(s) you’re thinking
of donating to make sure they’ll
take them. An online search will
turn up a number of recipient
options. Now for the cleaning:
Maybe all they need is a good
vacuuming to remove dust. If it’s
a surface stain, spot clean with a

clean rag and a cleanser with no
toxic ingredients. For thorough
washing, if they’ve got a tag or
you can find manufacturer in-
structions online, follow the
washing instructions. But without
that info, you’re going to have to
follow your gut instincts. 

The cheaper the stuffed ani-
mals (like the ones you win at a
carnival or from a claw machine)
are not likely to survive the wash
machine, and even cold water
hand washing isn’t a good bet. If
you machine wash, use cold wa-
ter, no bleach, gentle cycle, no
dryer, and if you throw it in a
pillow case or mesh bag you’re
better off. Lysol or other laundry
sanitizer is also a good idea. Hand
washing, of course, is gentler than
wash machines. Use baby sham-
poo, delicate soap or laundry
sanitizer (read the label first). 

Other options: Put them in a
sealed bag in the freezer for a day
or two; toss them in a sealed bag
with a cup of baking soda or corn-

starch, making sure they’re well-
coated, and leave them there for a
few hours then shake them off
outside.

Angelic Readers
From M.S.: “A suggestion for
people who are renovating their
homes: Think about your neigh-
bors on either side of the reno-
vation. As I’m writing this,
pounding is going on in the house
next door and a dump truck mo-
tor is running in the yard with a
worker shoveling stones out of
the dump truck. Perhaps a gift
card to a restaurant, or a bouquet
of flowers or a plant would make
all the noise and mess a bit more
tolerable.”

Reader Rant 1
From Joni G.: “Since this is what
your Reader Rant is for, I am
going to tell you the two things I

hate. Shirts/sweaters that have
longer sleeves and a thumb hole,
which makes the sleeve cover half
the hand. Hate it! The second is I
have yet to see anyone look good
with their hair parted down the
middle. Hate it!”

Reader Rant 2
Margie C. writes: “Does it bo-
ther anyone besides me that the
commercial toilet roll dispensers
in public restrooms are fixed SO
LOW on the wall that you can
hardly get the tissue needed?! Not
sure why they think it is a good
idea to affix them BELOW the
handicap bar. SO annoying.
Thanks for letting me whine.”

Now it’s your turn
Send your questions, rants, tips,

favorite finds — on style, shopping,
makeup, fashion and beauty — to
answerangelellen@gmail .com.

Renting usually way
to go with tuxedos

You shouldn't even consider buying a tuxedo unless you’re confident you’ll wear it at least three times.

DREAMSTIME

Ellen Warren
Answer Angel

SUVs, McMansions and the
term “bigger is better” are all
things that used to connote living
your best life. Now consumers are
shifting to the opposite end of
that spectrum, including those
who want to tie the knot.

Tiny weddings (aka “mi-
croweddings”) are a growing
trend for couples who want to
have their special day with less
worry and spend less money
(think $2,000 to $3,000) at a time
when annual reports such as
those from The Knot state that
the national average cost of a
wedding is $33,931. The smaller
ideal also comes at a time when
families are picking up less of the
tab for the big day and student-
loan debt is infringing on wed-
ding dreams and goals. 

The tiny wedding limits the
numbers of attendees. The aver-
age wedding in the U.S. has 126
guests, according to the Wedding-
Wire 2019 Newlywed Report.

Sonali Lamba, co-founder of
Brideside, a five-year-old wed-
ding retail business for brides and
bridal parties based in Chicago,
thinks that couples choosing to
simplify the wedding process
with tiny weddings is a trend that
will keep growing. Having just
opened a new location in Lincoln
Park, she believes brides in Chi-
cago and around the country are
looking for personalization, and
it’s really hard to deliver a person-
alized experience with 200 peo-
ple at a ceremony. 

“I think what’s so fascinating
about this tiny-wedding trend is
that yes, it’s about the budget, but
it’s also about prioritizing inti-
macy and personalization, and I
think that speaks to me more
about what women are looking
for and less about saving money,”
Lamba said. “Brides and grooms
are not necessarily looking to
deliver less of an experience for
their guests. They’re just looking
to deliver it to fewer people and
still prioritize their lifestyle.”

Bristol Echeverria, owner and
lead planner of Chicago-based
Sustainable Soirees, will be add-
ing small ceremonies to her wed-
ding options this summer. Her
company caters to couples who
want to have an experience that is
intentional and has little impact
on the environment. Tiny wed-

dings for her firm mean up to 30
people.

“If you have less people, you’re
inherently just going to have a
cheaper wedding, but that doesn’t
mean it has to be boring,” she
said. “If you have the money to do
it, you can allocate it to providing
some great entertainment or just
having some really awesome food

that doesn’t have to be the tradi-
tional surf-and-turf dinners.
There’s so many high-concept
things to do; you can still provide
this really cool experience for the
guests that you invite.”

Sarah Toulouse attests that
about 40% to 50% of events at her
River West venue Creativo Loft
are microweddings, which are

limited to 30 people. She and her
husband, wedding photogra-
phers-turned-venue operators,
say that what used to be a day
when the parents of the couple
were running the show at ban-
quet halls and a place of worship
has turned into a day in which
religion is not the central focus. 

“They’re having their own say;
they’re doing what they want to
do,” she said. “There has been a
shift. … More people are doing
them smaller because they want
to be more frugal or they want to
have it nice, just a smaller size.”

Zingerman’s Cornman Farms
in Dexter, Michigan, just started
offering tiny-wedding packages
this fall. Couples can book all-
inclusive wedding packages that
range from $1,750 to $2,150 (de-
pending on choice of wedding
day). Touted “as simple as the
courthouse, but a big step up in
style,” the packages include a 1
1⁄2-hour rental of a designed
venue space, a wedding coor-
dinator, a ceremony for up to 10
guests (including the couple) and
an officiant, a photographer, a
bouquet and boutonniere, a wine
toast, a tiny wedding cake, a farm
animal visit and an individualized
wedding keepsake. 

Cassie Schroeder and Jason
Grove of Bristol, Indiana, will
have their nuptials at Zing-
erman’s on Feb. 1. The couple met

at their workplace a couple of
years ago. This being the second
marriage for both, the pair have
already had a big wedding their
first time around and wanted less
stress this time.

“We have been through a year
of planning and trying to make
everyone happy.” Grove said. “We
just didn’t want to do that this
time. A tiny wedding was perfect
for us because what’s most im-
portant to us in a wedding is that
moment in the ceremony where
you celebrate each other’s love. 

“All the bells and whistles just
add stress and takes the focus off
us and what we’re celebrating.
We get the setting we want, with
no stress, low cost — it was just
the perfect thing for us.”

Grove said the final cost for
their wedding is less than $3,000.

“We just want it to be simple
and no stress,” he said. “There’s so
much stress in everyday life. We
wanted this to be something
that’s fun and enjoyable.”

“A microwedding is essentially
designed for couples who want
the simplicity and the affordabili-
ty of a courthouse wedding but
want something that is beautiful
and Instagram-worthy,” said
Jamie Gray, marketing and com-
munications manager at
Zingerman’s. 

drockett@chicagotribune.com

Microweddings: Simple yet beautiful
Less costly and less
stressful but still
Instagram-worthy
By Darcel Rockett

Tiny weddings (aka “microweddings”) are a growing trend for couples who want to savor their special day with less worry and spend less money. 

GETTY

Zingerman’s Cornman Farms in Dexter, Michigan, offers couples the
chance to get married on a tiny scale. 

LOLA GRACE PHOTOGRAPHY 
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THE GOODS
YOUR HUNT IS OVER

Remember when you couldn’t wait to
paint the living room Millennial Pink? As
2020 gets underway and the annual itch to
refresh our spaces hits, that color might
not be feeling so fresh. Millennial Pink, like
most trends that show up everywhere, all
at once, has receded like a splashy (yet
subtle, dull, almost beige) pink wave wash-
ing out to sea.

Some of us aren’t too torn up about it. “I
have never been a pink, purple, girly girl,”
says Lauren Buxbaum Gordon, who in
2019 was named Nate Berkus’ first partner
at Nate Berkus Associates, his Chicago-
based design firm. 

These days, a lot of other designers
aren’t feeling it, either. When online
marketplace 1stdibs released its annual
designer survey this week, the once-ubiq-
uitous shade of pink wound up on the
“out” list.

Which leaves room for something en-
tirely different — like the new trends that
designers are calling out for 2020.

Green in every shade
What’s taking off as pink and purple

fade? Nature-inspired green, which can be
dark and mysterious, or modern and
bright. “I have always felt good about
green,” says Gordon, who chose apple
green for her 4-year-old daughter’s room
in her Chicago townhouse. “I’m drawn to a
bunch of different shades of green, and
have them throughout my home,” she says.
Dark greens in particular, she notes “go
with just about anything” because they’re
so often found in nature.

Warm wood
Designers in the 1stdibs survey said the

industrial look was out, giving way to more
natural wood. Wood furniture may have
never disappeared, but wood has been
showing up in light fixtures, kitchen coun-
tertops and even modern paneled walls. It’s
part of an emphasis on nature that also
includes overscale floral patterns and the

color green (think not only paint and up-
holstery, but houseplants). “It’s that idea of
bringing the outside in,” says Gordon.

Antiques and vintage
As millennials continue to decorate first

homes or upgrade their apartments, inter-
est in vintage pieces continues to rise.
Thirty-two percent of the designers in the
1stdibs survey said they use predominantly
vintage pieces in their interiors, up from
26% in 2018. Gordon, whose parents are
the antique dealers behind Chicago’s Old
Plank Antiques, has had a lifelong love of
vintage pieces. “I can’t think of a single
home or space or room that couldn’t use a
bit of patina, character or warmth,” she

says. “Antiques or vintage pieces always
improve the room. You’re not going to find
that exact thing in somebody else’s house.”
And, of course, antiques are sustainable.
“We’re reusing,” Gordon says, “and we’re
not shipping it in from China.” Her one
don’t in the vintage department? The clas-
sic Milo Baughman-style, midcentury
wood armchair. “I feel like those chairs
became popular right when design was
really starting to be popular on the inter-
net, and it’s just oversaturated now. We
need to put those away for a while.”

Finding design everywhere
“Everything is more accessible these

days,” says Gordon, “whether you have a

huge budget or not, because there are all
these resources, even including Etsy, where
you can find things that let you get a little
more creative and adventurous with de-
sign.” The 1stdibs survey noted that design-
ers are finding items online, including on
social media platforms such as Instagram
— though Gordon warns that she has rarely
sourced items on Insta, mainly because
“you’re not really sure how things are made
or where they’re coming from.”

Welcoming Midwest style
We’ve all heard that the Midwest doesn’t

worry about trends quite as much as the
coasts, and it’s true, says Gordon. “I love my
funky, colorful projects,” she says, “but in
general, people in Chicago like a more
neutral palette and a clean, warm look.”
Luckily, in 2020, the trends are on our side:
Warm woods and vintage pieces feel cozy,
and natural elements fit right into clean-
lined interiors. Looks like this could be a
good year for changing up your Chicago
space.

Natural
VIBE
What’s hot, what’s not, and
why the new home design
trends are Chicago-friendly

By Cindy Dampier

In the Chicago home of designer Lauren Buxbaum Gordon of Nate Berkus Asssociates,

antiques bring warmth to a clean, modern look. 

HEATHER TALBERT/NATE BERKUS ASSOCIATES 

Studio Shamshiri’s office in Los Angeles

makes watery greens a focus. 

TREVOR TONDRO PHOTOGRAPHY/

STUDIO SHAMSHIRI 

Warm wood and houseplants cue a natural

vibe in this interior by Grammercy Design. 

MATTHEW PLACEK/GRAMMERCY DESIGN 

®

Schedule your complimentary design consultation:

(312) 736-0123 | shelfgenie.com

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN, WITHOUT A RENOVATION.
Enjoy more space with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase
5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP 3/31/20.
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The Executives’ Club of Chicago hosted a luncheon
featuring two corporate powerhouses as part of its Wom-
en’s Leadership Series on Jan. 9 at the Standard Club. A
sellout crowd of over 400 enjoyed a “fireside chat” with
Elaine Wynn, the “Queen of Las Vegas” and co-founder of
Wynn Resorts, conducted by Mellody Hobson, co-CEO of
Ariel Investments. The Executives’ Club is a nonprofit that
brings together business, civic and academic leaders to
discuss issues and opportunities affecting business in
Chicago and the world.

The frank discussion touched on Wynn’s vast experi-
ence in the gaming and entertainment industry, her phil-
anthropic endeavors, corporate activism, love of basketball
(Duke University) and her marriage, divorce, remarriage
and again divorce to casino mogul Steve Wynn.

Margaret Mueller, Executives’ Club president/CEO,
introduced Wynn and Hobson as “industry titans” calling
them “exquisite examples of what it means to use power to
affect and support change.”

Hobson called Wynn, her friend of 15 years, “Glenda the
Good Witch,” for her many philanthropic endeavors.
Wynn is president of the Nevada State Board of Education,
a national board chair of Communities in Schools (a non-
profit that empowers students to stay in school) and co-
board chair of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 

Wynn discussed her on-again, off-again 50-year rela-
tionship with her ex-husband. Following a #MeToo mo-
ment in 2018, when allegations of sexual misconduct arose
against her ex, she became the company’s largest share-
holder and her life changed. She said she “pulled herself
together with the support of the sisterhood.” 

Mueller spoke about the history of The Executives’
Club, calling it a “jewel in the crown of the city” and said
“We are the nexus of the entire Chicagoland business
community.” Funds raised from the event will support the
organization’s leadership development and programming.

Freelance writer Candace Jordan is involved in many local
organizations, including some whose events she covers.

Elaine Wynn and Mellody Hobson 

John Rogers
Madeleine Grynsztejn

and Christie Hefner 

Ikram Goldman, from left, Taylor Goodridge, Leila Roberts

and Punam Mathur

Rebecca Besser and Tarrah Cooper Wright

Les Coney 

and Chanel Coney

Stacy Janiak 

and Margaret Mueller

CANDID CANDACE 
By Candace Jordan

Elaine Wynn in ‘fireside
chat’ with Mellody Hobson

MORE ONLINE: Find more photos and video of this

event at www.chicagotribune.com/candidcandace

Dear Miss Manners: I
was verbally informed to
“save the date” for a wed-
ding 10 months in advance
by the fiance of a young
friend whom I have known
since birth. This wedding
is to take place overseas,
which I readily agreed
upon.

Long story short, it
doesn’t seem that I made
the invitation list — and let
me state, I understand
weddings and am mature
enough to not take any lack
of invitation personally.

What I am asking for is a
script to say to this young
couple that will take the
burden of any discomfort
off of them. I love them
regardless of any invita-
tion. This would not even
be a situation had I not
been given the save-the-
date request.

Gentle reader: Be
warned that the script
requires you to act upon a
polite fiction — addressed
not to these rude, if (you
say) lovable, people, but to
yourself. Miss Manners is
using “fiction” here in the
sense not of embellish-
ment but of intentional
untruth. 

Tell yourself that you
were invited but that you
were unable to attend
because of a prior commit-
ment. If you keep this in
mind, you will then be able
to say to the couple how
happy you are for them
and how sorry you were to
have missed the wedding
— without it causing the
discomfort they deserve.

Dear Miss Manners: I
have worked as a custodian
at a university dorm for
over 15 years. 

Each year, it seems that

the student population
using the male restrooms
has gotten worse. In-
creased biohazards from
vomit and blood, broken
liquor bottles — but the
worst is the constant refus-
al to flush the toilets. 

I have talked with staff
and students on the need
for better hygiene for
healthier restrooms for all,
posted signs, etc. Staff have
talked to students, all to no
avail. Management refuses
to educate because it isn’t
their job to teach restroom
habits.

What can I do?

Gentle reader: While
Miss Manners can sympa-
thize with educators not
wanting to teach this par-
ticular lesson, there is
another solution: signage
in the bathrooms, perhaps
saying, “If this is the way
you prefer the bathroom
be kept, I will try not to
disturb your arrange-
ments.”

This will either amuse
or annoy the students, but
she would have thought
that you would not much
care which, so long as it
brings the problem to their
attention.

Dear Miss Manners: Is it
ever correct to arrive at a
party early? I have always
been told no. However,
someone recently said that
to arrive 15 minutes early
was “Excellent,” as com-
pared with being on time,
which was “Acceptable.”

Gentle reader: Have you
ever given a party?

It is 15 minutes before
the appointed hour — just
enough time to check the
oven, open the wine and
find your shoes.

Knock, knock. “Oh, I’m
so glad you could make it.
Would you excuse me just
a minute? No, wait, I’ll take
your coat, but I’ll be right
back.”

And so on. 
Miss Manners hopes

this answers your question.

Dear Miss Manners: I
made plans with a friend
on maternity leave to visit
her and her new little
bundle, and I said I would
bring lunch. Now we are
playing the game of “I’m
good with anything. You
decide.” regarding what
food I will bring.

While I don’t want to
pick up something that she
may not like, I am sure she
is trying not to dictate an
order when she is not the
one treating. Who should
make the dining decision?

Gentle reader: What if
you just bring lunch? It is
reasonable to assume that
your friend would have
told you if she had any food
restrictions. Miss Manners
is also guessing that the
lady is somewhat busy just
now, and while she would
appreciate a treat, she does
not want to have to plan
one. 

Dear Miss Manners: I
will be receiving European
guests who have never
eaten lobster, but who are
very much into the correct
protocol of doing things.
Where is the proper place
to put utensils such as
sharp knives, picks or even
nutcrackers that might be
needed for the lobsters? I
would like them to have
the real maritime experi-
ence.

Gentle reader: Picks and
nutcrackers go to the right,
with the knives. Whether
this will give your guests
the real maritime experi-
ence of eating lobsters will,
Miss Manners believes,
depend on the energy and
enthusiasm of your other
guests.

To send a question to the
Miss Manners team of
Judith Martin, Nicholas
Ivor Martin and Jacobina
Martin, go to missmanner-
s.com or write them c/o
Universal Uclick, 1130
Walnut St., Kansas City,
MO 64106.

‘Save the date’ — but wait,
you’re not actually invited

Judith Martin
Miss Manners

THIS TOOL CAN

COME IN HANDY IN

AN E NCY.

Take pictures of your important

documents for insurance.
For more tips visit Ready.gov
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“GilkeyWindows prove that

superior quality doesn’t have

to cost more. For over 40 years,

Gilkey has outperformed the

competition. Choose vinyl or

choose fiberglass. Just be sure

to choose Gilkey.”

- Lou Manfredini

House Smarts Radio

Since 1978

VISIT GILKEY.com CALL 312-874-5215

Gilkey Window Company was recognized

by Window & Door Magazine as one of the

top manufacturers of windows in the country.

2019

TOP100
MANUFACTURERS

FACTORY-DIRECT
WINDOWMANUFACTURER

Chicago’s Only Family-Owned

WINTER SALE! LIMITED TIME ONLY!

HURRY!
OfferExpires
2/29/20

MINIMUM OF 4WINDOWS. Cannot be combined with previous sales and quotes. Not valid with any other discounts or offers. 0% APR for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit. Financing
not valid on prior purchases. No finance charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12months. 0downpayment availablewhenfinancing.Discount applies to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply.

OR

$700
OFFPatio&
EntryDoors

%
50OFF

BuyOneGetOne
Fiberglass/VinylWindows

for up to
12Months

NO
NOInterest
MoneyDown

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS:

Palatine Showroom

NOWOPEN7DAYSAWEEK!

467W. Northwest Highway, Palatine, IL

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm | Sat and Sun 10am-3pm

Chicago Ridge Showroom

10160 Virginia Ave., Chicago Ridge, IL

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm | Sat 10am-2pm
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Former Chicago TV news anchor Diann
Burns closed out 2019 by selling her 81-acre
estate in Buchanan Township, Michigan,
for $1.83 million, thus concluding more
than seven years of efforts to sell the estate.

Burns, who anchored at top-rated WLS-
Ch. 7 from 1985 until 2003 and then at
WBBM-Ch. 2 from 2003 until 2008, once
sought $6 million for the estate, which is
located 90 minutes from downtown Chi-
cago. The property features a six-bedroom,
5,930-square-foot main house built in 1997,
and a 2,500-square-foot guest house that
was constructed 10 years later. It also has a
pool and a lighted tennis court.

Burns, who now divides her time be-
tween Chicago and southern California,
cut her asking price to $4.9 million in the
mid-2010s before trying to auction off the
estate. After she didn’t receive an agreeable
bid, she shifted gears and relisted it in 2017

for more than $4.5 million. She then cut
her asking price to $3.2 million later that
year, and then to $2.8 million in 2018.

Further price reductions followed until,
in August, she lowered it to $1.98 million.

“It’s a tough market over there,” Burns
told Elite Street. “I’m thrilled the place
sold, and I’m extra thrilled that the family
moving in there is perfect for the property.
So I’m happy all around. I loved the prop-
erty and still do, but my life isn’t there
anymore.”

Listing agent Dennis Bamber of Cressy
& Everett co-listed the estate with
Michelle Owens. Bamber said it took
above-average marketing to finally sell the
property.

“We did a mailing to 10,000 executives,
we placed flyers in quaint stores around,”
he said. “Properties that are expensive that
aren’t on Lake Michigan take a little extra 

ELITE STREET

Former anchor Burns sells 81-acre estate for $1.8M

Former WLS-Ch. 7 and former WBBM-Ch. 2 news anchor Diann Burns sold her 81-acre

estate in Buchanan, Michigan, for $1.8 million after it sat on the market for several years.

CRESSY & EVERETT REAL ESTATE 

By Bob Goldsborough

Turn to Elite, Page 4

A
mong Chicago’s many notable

histories, one narrative in par-

ticular stems from real estate. 

Issues such as redlining (the

practice of systematizing discrimination

based on where one lives), housing proj-

ects and segregation persist within that

space — and their effects still resonate.

It was this space in particular that
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, an assistant
professor of African-American studies at
Princeton University, wanted to explore in
her recent book, “Race for Profit: How
Banks and the Real Estate Industry Under-
mined Black Homeownership.” 

As she wrote, she scrutinized the level of
segregation unique to Chicago (she consid-
ers it “overwhelming”), the historical line-
age that preceded the collapse of the hous-
ing market in 2008 and the role the private
sector plays in it all.

“The fascinating part of the journey of
writing a book like this is really trying to
understand where these processes break
down and why they break down,” Taylor
said. “And also be informative as to how
one can foresee fixing the problem.”

The issue — and Chicago’s part in it — is
something Taylor grappled with while
studying at Northwestern University.

“I remember driving into Chicago from
the East (coast), and it is just miles of black
neighborhoods,” Taylor recounted.

“You go for miles when you live on the
South Side without seeing white people,
and when you do, you’re like ‘What are you
doing here? Why are you here? What’s
going on?’ And I wanted to understand

why and how that happened.”
In the waning years of the 1960s, a group

of Chicagoans banded together to form the
Contract League Buyers, which fought
against predatory practices and redlining
in the city. 

But the fight is far from over.
A Northwestern study published this

month found that discrimination in terms
of mortgage loan denial and costs has not
declined much over the last four decades.
Black and Hispanic borrowers are still
more likely to be rejected when they apply
for a loan or receive a high-cost mortgage.

In line with such statistics, Taylor’s
research examines race and public policy
through the lens of the federal govern-
ment’s promotion of single-family home-
ownership in black communities. 

“Race for Profit” explains how, after the
urban uprisings in the late 1960s, bad pol-
icy through the Federal Housing Adminis-

tration, coupled with malicious processes
found within the mortgage, insurance and
real estate industries, ultimately exploited
black homeowners rather than delivering
on the American Dream of homeowner-
ship.

Instead of low-income housing pro-
grams of the 1970s eliminating exclusion
from homeownership for the black com-
munity, they gave rise to predatory inclu-
sion, Taylor attests in her book. 

African Americans were welcomed into
institutions from which they were for-
merly excluded because they could be
financially exploited. Predatory inclusion
was evident when black buyers were
granted access to conventional real estate
practices and mortgage financing but on
more expensive and comparatively un-
equal terms, she said.

“The end of explicit racist exclusion
ushered in a period of predatory inclusion

where the segregated housing market
continued because it was profitable,” Tay-
lor said at a University of Illinois at Chi-
cago speaking engagement in October. 

“There’s an incentive to take people
who, at one point, were considered too
risky, and now they’re attractive because
they are risky.”

We spoke with Taylor about policy, race
and the institutional forces that continue to
increase the racial wealth gap and keep
residential segregation in the here and
now. The interview has been condensed
and edited.

Q: You focus on private/public inter-
sectionality being the crux of the hous-
ing problem then and now. Can this ever
be resolved and can affordable housing
become a reality?

A: I get asked the question, “What can
we do?” repeatedly. There are two things:
If the U.S. government would actually
enforce its own laws regarding racism and
discrimination, that would go quite a long
way toward relieving some of the hardship
experienced by African Americans in the
realm of housing.

The explicitness of racism in real estate
cannot be underestimated. A Memphis-
based lawsuit against Wells Fargo is only
the most recent example. 

In 2010, they were referring to loans to
black people as “ghetto loans” and refer-
ring to black people as “mud people,” and
they had an incentive system set up around
offloading bad loans onto African Ameri-
cans. These things continue to happen in
the light of day, 50 years after the passage
of the Fair Housing Act.

The second part is really coming to grips

Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, author of “Race for Profit,” talks about her book during an appearance at the University of Illinois at Chicago in October 2019. 

MATTHEW ALAN LANG PHOTO

Discrimination persists
Black homebuyers are more likely to be rejected for loans and receive high-cost

mortgages. One Northwestern grad and housing expert has ideas to fix it.

By Darcel Rockett

Turn to Race, Page 6

Federal Housing Administration materials that advertise homeownership, including a

“low-income” plan for $25 a month. 

FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 
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Q: This past July, I
went to an open house.
This house was done to
the nines (or so it ap-
peared). I put in an offer
that weekend for the full
list price and an escala-
tion clause to ensure that
I was in the running. My
offer was selected, and
we proceeded with the
home inspection and
termite inspection.

It was difficult finding
inspectors where this
home was located, so I
was limited in who would
respond. The home in-
spection went fine. The
inspector noted that
there appeared to be
mold in the crawl spaces
that would have to be
remediated. The shower
in the basement didn’t
drain well, but that
wasn’t of concern to him.
And, he noted that the
water heaters would have
to be replaced within five
years.

We closed a month
later, before Labor Day
weekend. We did our
walk-through before
closing without anything
out of the ordinary other
than a wasp nest that had
formed in the bedroom
window.

Shortly after I moved
in, I called a plumber to
adjust the water temper-
atures on the water heat-
ers. When the plumber
came to adjust the tem-
peratures, he noted that
the water heaters were
too old and that they had
to be replaced if I wanted
hot water. Also, our area
has hard water and a
water softener would be
needed to protect them.
In addition, he found that
there was still cast-iron
piping in the crawl space
and it was leaking sewage
(the mold was minimal
and remediated, but it
was in the crawl space
and I didn’t want to undo

the remediation).
I had him replace both

water heaters and the
cast-iron pipe and install
a water softener at a total
cost of around $20,000. A
couple months later, I
smelled an awful smell in
my kitchen, I went into
the basement and found a
major sewage leak and
backup in the bathroom
and adjoining room. The
plumber came out and
found that all of the pipes
were clogged and that

snaking them would not
work. They would have
to be flushed out; but in
doing that, they made the
situation worse.

Is there any recourse I
have to make the seller
responsible for these
repairs? Since he alleg-
edly spent a year fixing
this house that was in
foreclosure, shouldn’t he
have made sure that the
pipes were updated and
clean (or cleaned out)
prior to putting the

house on the market?
My belief is that when

you buy any house, you
should repair from the
bottom up and he evi-
dently failed to do so.

A: Your house sounds
like a money pit. We’re so
sorry that you’re going
through this, but the issues
you raise are helpful in an
era where home flipping
has once again become
sport.

It’s interesting that you
started your story by stating
that the home you were
buying was “done to the
nines.” It’s so much easier
(and cheaper) to paint (or
paper) over a home’s flaws
rather than address actual
issues; and it seems to fool a
lot of people, including
professional home inspec-
tors who should have
known better.

When touring a house,
Sam usually likes to start in
the basement. That’s how
he can tell whether a seller
put money into the guts of
the home as opposed to just
those areas that are visible,
like the living room or

kitchen. It’s nice to have
granite countertops and
new appliances, and it’s
also nice to have new bath-
room fixtures and cabinets.
But Sam likes to see
whether a seller has tackled
the mechanicals or struc-
tural issues, including re-
placing the air-condition-
ing system, hot water heat-
ers, pipes, windows, fur-
nace, electrical supply,
water supply, sanitary
sewer line and other com-
ponents that many other
people overlook when
buying a fixer-upper.

Some buyers seem to
think that just because a
seller is good at staging a
home, they can auto-
matically assume the me-
chanicals are up to date as
well. But sellers have no
obligation to update or
renovate a home or do
more than they are legally
required to in the contract.
If the hot water heaters are
old when you purchased
the home, or the pipes are
old, the seller has no obliga-
tion to update or upgrade
them, just as you had no

obligation to buy the home.
A good home inspector

should turn every knob
(including tub and sinks),
test every light socket (to
make sure it’s grounded),
go into the crawl spaces
and inspect the attic. An
inspector doing a proper
inspection should have told
you that the hot water
wasn’t working or wasn’t
getting hot enough.

The other red flag is that
you knew the home was in
foreclosure. Homes that go
into foreclosure typically
are owned by homeowners
who can’t afford basic
maintenance to the proper-
ty. So everything falls to the
wayside as they attempt to
keep up with their mort-
gage payments. You should
have been even more skep-
tical about the property
upon finding out that it was
a foreclosure flip.

On the other hand, we
sometimes find it suspi-
cious when a plumber
comes to a new home and
automatically starts to tell
the homeowners that they
must replace everything.
While this may be true in
some situations — like
when you don’t have hot
water — we also have seen
some contractors abuse this
situation. Maybe every-
thing doesn’t really need to
be replaced today.

How would you know? A
second opinion. When
Sam’s clients have gotten
second opinions from con-
tractors, it frequently turns
out that the first contractor
was trying to take advan-
tage of the homeowner.

As far as going after the
seller, we’re not sure what
you can go after the seller
for. You didn’t say that the
seller lied to you or should
have disclosed things that
the seller knew were wrong
with the home.

Ilyce Glink is the CEO of
Best Money Moves and
Samuel J. Tamkin is a real
estate attorney. Contact
them through the website
ThinkGlink.com.

Property looked great but is money pit

Sellers have no obligation to update or renovate a home or do more than they are legally required to do in the contract.

DREAMSTIME PHOTOS

By Ilyce Glink and
Samuel J. Tamkin
Tribune Content Agency

REAL ESTATE MATTERS

If a plumber tells homeowners to replace everything in a

newly purchased home, they may want a second opinion.

Rate Criteria: The rates and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 01/28/20. All rates, fees and other information are subject to change without notice.
RateSeeker, LLC. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. The institutions appearing in this
table pay a fee to appear in this table. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your specific
loan may differ from the sample used. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 740. Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans
are based on loan amounts of $484,351. Lock Days: 30-60. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance.
The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. FHA Mortgages include both UFMIP and MIP fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down
payment. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Fees reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value,
you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. VA Mortgages include funding fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down payment. If
your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. “Call for Rates” means actual rates were not
available at press time. To access the NMLS Consumer Access website, please visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. To appear in this table, call 773-320-8492.
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In Part 2 of our look at the National Association of
REALTORS’ annual profile of statistics on recent home
purchases, we dive into the kinds of homes Americans
bought, how far they moved, and what priorities led
them to choose the home they did.

Far and away, the most commonly purchased
home type in the U.S. is a detached single-family
residence. These homes accounted for 83 percent of
the purchases during the year. In a distant second,
townhomes and row houses represented 6 percent.

The make-up for senior-related housing purchases is
quite different, however. Senior buyers accounted for
12 percent of all home sales during the year, with 20
percent of their purchases being condos.

Purchase prices increased slightly this year, to a
median closing price of $257,000, and a typical sale at
98 percent of the seller’s asking price.

For that price, the typical home purchased was 1,850
square feet with three bedrooms and two bathrooms,

and a median year of construction of 1990.

The study also found that most buyers are not moving
far, with the median distance between the purchased
and original homes being a mere 15 miles.

Seven out of eight homebuyers (87%) went with a
previously owned home, with the number one reason
being a belief that these homes offer a better overall
value for the money (reported by 33 percent of these
buyers).

Meanwhile, for the 13% of buyers who purchased a
newly built home, they were most commonly driven
by a desire to avoid renovations and problems with
plumbing or electricity (reported by 39 percent).

The REALTORS’ annual survey was conducted in July
2019, capturing home purchases between July 2018
and June 2019. Responses were received from over
5,800 buyers, with results weighted to represent U.S.
population demographics.

ADVERTISEMENT

A snapshot of the Americans who recently bought homes

TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS FEATURE, CALL SALES DEPARTMENT @ 773-320-8492

SAVINGS UPDATE

3.607%

30yr Fixed

APR

Rate: 3.500

Points: 0.000

Fees: $999

% Down: 20%

20 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $999 20% 3.398

15 yr fixed 3.000 0.000 $999 20% 3.190

10 yr fixed 2.875 0.000 $999 20% 3.151

Ask about our NEW early rate lock and verified

pre-approval (competes with cash offers).

Same great rates for loan amounts up to $1,500,000.

Competitive rates on multi-family properties.

Apply online – Fast approval. We service our own loans!

847-737-9020

NMLS# 787575

Liberty Bank

for Savings
www.libertybankmortgage.com

3.625%

30yr Fixed

APR

Rate: 3.625

Points: 0.000

Fees: $900

% Down: 20%

30 Yr Fixed FHA 3.125 0.000 $800 5% 3.242

30 Yr Fixed Jumbo 3.750 0.000 $1,250 25% 3.830

7-1 Arm Jumbo 3.375 0.000 $1,250 20% 3.430

15 Yr Fixed 3.125 0.000 $800 20% 3.231

30 Yr Fixed 3.625 0.000 $800 5% 3.712

10-1 Jumbo 3.500 0.000 $1,250 20% 3.612

30 Yr Fixed VA 3.000 0.000 $800 5% 3.125

Investor 1-4 unit fixed rate and arm options available

312-388-2176

NMLS# 110495

Mutual of Omaha

Mortgage
https://mutualmortgage.simplenexus.com/ujsyj
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ADDRESS: 3300 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 6AB in Chicago
PRICE: $999,000
Listed on Jan. 6, 2020

This Lakeview condo was previously home to journalist
Mike Royko. The home has four bedrooms and four bath-
rooms and was designed in 1926. The unit was originally
constructed as one of the largest in the building and has 15
rooms. The home’s living room, dining room and library all
face Lake Michigan. The home includes a private elevator,
window seats, hardwood floors and a “secret space.”
Agent: Elizabeth Bleeker of @properties, 773-720-9211

*Some VHT Studios photos are “virtually staged,” meaning
they have been digitally altered to represent different fur-
nishing or decorating options.

To feature your luxury listing of $800,000 or more in Chi-
cago Tribune’s Dream Homes, send listing information and high-resolution photos to ctc-realestate@chicagotribune.com.

*VHT STUDIOS PHOTOS

HOME OF THE WEEK

Former condo of Mike Royko for
sale on Lake Shore Drive: $1M

chicagotribune.com/homes
Visit us online for exclusive Home of the Day photo galleries, plus views of other featured homes and real estate stories.

Let’s get your day started.
Now you can listen to each day’s top headlines with a simple command

using your smart speaker. It’s free!

Ask your speaker for our Smart Brief or download it from your device’s store.

6:00 AM
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work. Some (buyers) are con-
cerned about work involved and
the expense involved in maintain-
ing that piece of property.”

The estate also has a stocked
private lake, woods, trails, an
in-ground heated pool, a large
pole barn and a basketball court.
Other features in the main house
include a movie theater, a game
room and a kitchenette, along
with a full kitchen.

Public records do not yet iden-
tify the buyer. Bamber said it was
a local buyer who concurrently
sold another piece of property in
the area.

Lake Forest mansion once
owned by Bulls’ Ben Wallace
sells for $1.1 million: A six-
bedroom, 6,983-square-foot,
French Provincial-style mansion
in Lake Forest that former Chi-
cago Bulls forward-center Ben
Wallace owned from 2006 until
2010 sold Jan. 17 for $1.1 million —
a little more than one-third the
amount Wallace once paid for the
mansion. 

Built in 2005, the mansion was
sold in as-is condition and clearly
required some work. Listing
agent Loralee Van Vleet of Cold-
well Banker noted in her remarks
that the mansion was “in need of
TLC.”

Wallace, who played for the
Bulls from 2006 until 2008, paid
$3 million for the mansion in
2006. He sold it in 2010 for 
$2.06 million, which meant that
he personally lost almost $1 mil-
lion on the home. 

The mansion is situated on a
1.74-acre secluded “flag lot,”
which has a long driveway ex-
tending north from Old Mill
Road. The two-story home has
seven baths, eight fireplaces and a
two-story foyer. Its living spaces
include a kitchen with a fireplace
and a butler’s pantry; a cherry-
paneled library; and a recently
redone lower level with a wine
cellar, fireplace, rec room and
sports bar. Outside on the proper-
ty are a pool and spa, a bluestone
patio, an outdoor fireplace and a
large gas grill.

The seller originally sought
$2.2 million for the mansion in
November 2018 and within weeks
cut the asking price in $100,000
increments to $1.8 million. A final
price cut followed in January
2019, to $1.6 million.

“We had a lot of inspections,
and the home is in amazing
shape,” Van Vleet told Elite Street.
“The pool is perfect, and there
were no issues at all. I’m so happy
for the new buyer to be moving to
Lake Forest.”

Public records do not yet iden-
tify the mansion’s buyer.

Just east of the mansion is a
house that recently retired Chi-
cago Bears guard Kyle Long
owned from 2014 until 2018.

Ex-Blackhawks star Dustin
Byfuglien’s former Roscoe
Village home sells for 
$1.3 million: A five-bedroom,
4,140-square-foot transitional
Tudor-style house in Roscoe
Village once owned by former
Chicago Blackhawks star Dustin
Byfuglien sold Jan. 7 for
$1.3 million.

A right wing and defenseman
whom the Blackhawks traded
after they won the Stanley Cup in
2010, Byfuglien owned the home
from 2008 until 2011. He took a
loss on the home, which he
bought new for $1.27 million, but
sold three years later for 
$1.08 million. 

The family that bought the
home from Byfuglien listed the
house in July for $1.35 million
and went under contract to sell it
less than three months later, with

the deal not closing until Jan. 7.
The house has 3½ baths; cof-

fered ceilings in the formal family,
dining and living rooms; a kitchen
with Viking and Sub-Zero appli-
ances and a center island; and a
master suite with a balcony and a
walk-in closet. Other features
include a lower level with two
bedrooms, a rec room and a wet
bar. The property has a detached,
two-car garage, a deck with a
fireplace, and a rooftop deck with
a pergola above the garage.

Listing agent Leigh Marcus did

not respond to a request for com-
ment.

Public records do not yet iden-
tify the buyer.

Retired Bears player Lance
Briggs’ former Northfield
mansion sells for $1.1 million:
A six-bedroom, 5,158-square-foot,
English-style mansion in North-
field that former Chicago Bears
linebacker Lance Briggs once
owned was sold Jan. 21 by his
lender for $1.1 million — less than
half of what Briggs paid for the

mansion in 2008. 
Briggs retired from the Bears in

2015 after a 12-year career. Since
retiring, he has worked as an
analyst for NBC Sports Chicago. 

Built in 2007, the brick man-
sion has eight baths, a two-story
center entrance and a living room
with vaulted ceilings and a fire-
place. The home also features a
family room with a fireplace and
built-ins, a first-floor master suite
with a walk-in closet that has
built-ins, a first-floor guest suite, a
mud room, a second-story loft, a
second-floor balcony/deck, and a
finished basement with a wet bar,
a media room and a second laun-
dry room.

Briggs paid $2.3 million in
2008 for the mansion. While he
listed it for sale in 2016 for 
$2.5 million, Briggs lost the man-
sion after his lender foreclosed on
it in 2017, and it sold last year at a
foreclosure auction to his lender,
Citimortgage, for $1.4 million.
Citimortgage then listed the man-
sion in August for $1.17 million
and cut its asking price to just
below $1 million in November.

Public records do not yet iden-
tify the buyer. Listing agent Patti
Furman did not return a request
for comment.

Bob Goldsborough is a freelance
writer.

Elite
Continued from Page 1

A Tudor-style house in Roscoe Village once owned by Blackhawks star

Dustin Byfuglien sold this month for $1.3 million. 

COOK COUNTY ASSESSOR’S OFFICE 

Built in 2005, the stone and slate mansion once owned by former Chicago Bulls player Ben Wallace is “in need of TLC,” according to listing remarks. 

LORALEE VAN VLEET 

GETCHAZ GET IT DONE

AHC Z

Selected in FORBES One of the 10 Most Dependable Real Estate Agents in Central USA

Chaz WaltersHOTPROPERTY
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Realestate agents affiliated with

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage.

Call Chaz

773.868.3080

chaz@chazwalters.com

www.chazwalters.com

Bridging the gap from the city to the suburbs

BRIDGEPORT SINGLE FAMILY

3214 South Canal St $1,849,939
Luxury throughout this home

on a 50' wide lot. Elevator to

all 4 levels. Chef's dream of a

kitchen. 3.5 car garage.

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

OPEN SATURDAY 11-1 GOLD COAST

123 W Oak St Q $1,308,858
Oak Club Townhomes Corner

Home. 3 En Suite Bedrooms.

Updated kitchen. Top floor

private deck. 2 private garage

spaces.Call Chaz 773-868-3080

LAKEVIEW 3 FLAT

3043 North Ashland Ave $999,000
Awesome CASH COW! Rehabbed

brick and frame 3 flat. 2 resi-

dential and 1 commercial space

all leased. Location Location!

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

ROGERS PARK/LINCOLNWOOD

3153 West Wallen Ave $959,989
Modern elegance in this 5

bed/5.1 bath home. Custom high

end finishes. Main level and lower

level kitchens. 2 Car garage.

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

MILLENNIUM PARK

60 East Monroe St Unit 5004 $874,990
The Legacy! 2 bed/2 bath Up

to 13 feet of floor to ceiling

unobstructed park, lake and city

views. Richly appointed.

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

INVERNESS

1484 Thor Drive $659,777
Custom home in serene setting

on over an acre of land. 4

bedroom, 3.3 baths. Main level

master suite. 3 car garage.

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

HIGHLAND PARK

1885 Keats Lane $629,000
Contemporary Designed Ranch

sitting on a beautiful lot. Grand

living on one level with finished

basement. 2+ Car Garage.

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

GOLD COAST CONDO

21 West Chestnut St 1501 $575,000
Awesome 2 bed/2 bath corner

unit just updated in great 126

unit boutique building. Brazilian

hardwood floors throughout.

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

MCHENRY COUNTY SINGLE FAMILY

101 Lake Shore Drive $264,900
Oakwood Hills updated 3 bed,

2.1 bath home on large lot. Gran-

ite/Stainless kitchen. Finished

basement with theatre room.

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

PETERSON PARK

5903 North Artesian Ave Unit 1 $129,889
Pristine one bedroom, one bath

condo. Granite/stainless kitchen.

In unit washer/dryer Parking

space included!

Call Chaz 773-868-3080

OPEN SUNDAY 11-1 WINNETKA HOME ON THE LAKE

1215 Whitebridge Hill Road $6,999,955
150 feet of private beach accompany this 15,000 sq ft limestone

and brick villa of wowed decadence. 6 bedrooms, 6.4 baths, indoor

pool, 12 seat theatre, elevator and more. Call Chaz 773-868-3080

GLENCOE AWARD WINNING SINGLE FAMILY

684 Greenleaf Avenue $2,694,739
Designed E. E. Roberts this award winning 6 bed/5.1 bath home

sits on a 1/2 acre and has been rebuilt to offer all the amenities of

newer homes. Walk to Metra and beach. Call Chaz 773-868-3080

SKOKIE MULTI FAMILY BUILDING

8350 Kimball Avenue $2,349,900
Incredible opportunity: All units are 3 bedrooms and have been

recently updated including in new mechanicals, finishes, in-unit

laundry and parking. Cash Cow! Call Chaz 773-868-3080

OPEN SUNDAY 11-1 STREETERVILLE WITH VIEWS

680 N Lake Shore Dr 1203 $1,070,000
Lake Michigan views from every room in this 2 bedroom, 2.1

bath home in this architecturally significantly building. Updated

floor plan and finishes. Garage parking. Call Chaz 773-868-3080

Your Goodwill®

purchases fund
job training and

more in your
community. Even
those frames that

show off your
twin pugs.

BRING

HOME.
SM
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#1 LUXURY
BEACHFRONT

RESORT IN THE
CONTINENTAL

UNITED STATES

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION
718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. All artist’s or architectural renderings, sketches, graphic materials and photos depicted or otherwise described herein are proposed
and conceptual only, and are based upon preliminary development plans, which are subject to change. This is not an offering in any state in which registration is required but in which registration requirements have not yet been
met. This advertisement is not an offering. It is a solicitation of interest in the advertised property.

T H E S U C C E S S C O N T I N U E S

ANNOUNCING
THE BOUTIQUE TOWER AT

THE ESTATES AT ACQUALINA
T H E W O R L D ’ S F I N E S T R E S I D E N C E S

TWO RESIDENCES PER FLOOR WITH

A 57-FOOT GRAND LIVING SPACE.

ACQUALINA-LEVEL SERVICE.

LOBBY DESIGNS BY KARL LAGERFELD.

RESIDENCES FROM $6.1 TO $14.2 MILLION.

PENTHOUSES FROM $25 TO $32 MILLION.

17895 COLLINS AVENUE,

SUNNY ISLES BEACH, FL 33160

WWW.ESTATESATACQUALINA.COM

786.533.8721 OR SALES@ESTATESATACQUALINA.COM

MANAGED BY ACQUALINA RESORT & RESIDENCES

THE #1 LUXURY BEACHFRONT RESORT

IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S.

PRE -CONSTRUCT ION PR ICES

NEW SALES GALLERY NOW OPEN

THE ESTATES
AT ACQUALINA
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with the contradiction of
the public/private partner-
ship. 

The public sector is set
up to protect the public’s
interest, the public’s wel-
fare. The real estate indus-
try, whether you like it or
don’t like it, is (centered on
the goal to) “buy low, sell
high” and make a profit.
That’s what it is.

We’re trying to fit those
two together, public inter-
est and making a profit, but
they don’t work in housing,
in education, in the distri-
bution of health care, in the
distribution of water. Until
we deal fundamentally
with that contradiction —
trying to fit a square peg
into a round hole — we will
continue to see these prob-
lems recur.

You don’t need a total
transformation of society
to create equitable housing
for people. We have come
to believe that equitable
housing is just some weird
thing that can’t happen
here, and the reality is that
we have the resources to
create the kinds of housing
outcomes that we say we
desire.

The way to get that has
everything to do with
connecting the energy on
the ground to a different
vision for our society —
one that has housing jus-
tice, equity and housing
security at the heart of it.
The resources and the
money are there, but
there’s a lack of political
will from the unfortunate
millionaire class that domi-
nates our politics. 

The only way our de-
sires become legible and
visible is through grass-
roots organizing and activ-
ism, and that is a calculus
that has never changed.

Q: Given the history
surrounding people of
color and housing mobil-
ity, is the American
Dream a fallacy?

A: I think the American
Dream for most working-
class people in this country
is a fallacy. 

Homeownership for

white Americans has led to
greater opportunities and
greater stability. If you
have a housing market, in
order to make it functional,
it has to work for someone.

But for African Ameri-
cans, the pursuit of home
ownership has produced
wildly different results,
even though it is con-
stantly, to this day, pre-
scribed as the way to end
the racial wealth gap and
increase black prosperity.

It’s almost a savagely
cruel joke to say to African
Americans that the reason
there is a racial wealth gap
is because of the dispro-
portionate levels of black
homeownership, and then
tell black people they need
to continue to pursue
homeownership to make
up that gap — which of
course never allows for
interrogation of what
happens with black people
who do have property.

How do we answer this
question of why property
in the hands of black peo-
ple seems to be valued
differently than property
than in the hands of white
people? And if this differ-
ential continues to exist,
why do we continue to
prescribe homeownership
as a solution to anything in
this society?

I think now is an oppor-
tunity to really unpack a lot
of mythologies at the heart
of our society, whether it is
homeownership or the
notion of hard work as the
key to success in the U.S. 

Q: The election is com-
ing up. Is there anybody
talking about what
you’re talking about
when it comes to afford-
able housing?

A: Democratic candi-
dates have worked harder
to create some program-
matic language around
housing that does actually
go beyond some of the
typical talking points.
Bernie Sanders is the only
candidate who mentions
residential segregation as
both a problem and a
problem that should be
fixed.

I think that taking up
the issue of residential
segregation is an impor-
tant thing to actually free
up potential black buyers
or renters to access the
entire housing market and
not be trapped in particu-
lar locations. I also think
that Sanders’ discussion of
increasing the federal
government’s involvement
in the production of hous-
ing and creating social
housing is incredibly im-
portant. We need to move
more toward getting the
private sector out of the
production of our low-
income housing because
it’s not being built because
it’s not profitable.

Sanders has talked
about building millions of
units of social housing, but
the idea of public housing
in this country has been so
distorted because the
effort in the earlier part of
the 20th century (to build
public housing) was such a
spectacular failure. That
project took on a particular
characteristic because of
the influence of the private
sector, which did not want
to compete with public
housing for renters or with
low-income buyers.

But it doesn’t have to be
like that.

I think, given the per-
sistence of the housing
crisis in this country, we
have to begin to think in
different ways about pro-
ducing housing that is
equitable and actually
affordable in the real-life,
lived experiences of the
people who need it.

drockett@chicago
tribune.com

Race
Continued from Page 1

Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor’s

“Race for Profit: How Banks

and the Real Estate Indus-

try Undermined Black

Homeownership.”

Refinancing from a
30-year, fixed-rate mort-
gage into a 15-year, fixed
loan can help you pay
down your mortgage faster
and save a ton of money on
interest, especially if rates
have fallen since you
bought your home.

The shorter mortgages
tend to have lower interest
rates, and this means more
of your payments will go
toward the principal bal-
ance of the loan.

A 15-year mortgage can
be a good move for many
homeowners, but it has
some drawbacks. For start-
ers, your monthly payment
will likely increase because
you’re compressing the
repayment schedule into a
shorter time frame. That
means you’ll have less
cushion in your monthly
budget, especially if you’re
on a fixed income.

For candidates who have
sufficient cash flow, this
move can be advantageous,
despite the higher monthly
payment. Good candidates
include homeowners who
have been in their homes
for several years and have a
monthly budget and in-
come that permit the
higher payment, without
cutting things too close.

Before you refinance
into a 15-year mortgage,
shop around and compare
current refinance mortgage
rates from different lend-
ers.

What’s the difference in
payments for a 15-year
versus 30-year mort-
gage? The minimum
monthly payment on a
mortgage is the amount
required to be paid in full
each month. As the min-
imum payment for a 30-
year mortgage will be
lower than that of a 15-year
mortgage, this allows more

flexibility within your
monthly budget. That can
come in handy if your
income changes, you lose a
job or you have financial
emergencies to cover.

When considering con-
verting to a 15-year mort-
gage, homeowners should
carefully consider the
impact on their finances.
You should evaluate the
impact on your ability to
pay monthly expenses, and
how the higher payment
will affect your capacity to
pay down debts and invest
— compared to your cur-
rent scenario with a 30-
year mortgage.

If your goal is just to pay
down your mortgage faster,
you can do that with a
30-year loan by simply
making periodic extra
payments. If you make
enough extra payments
over your loan term, you
can easily shave off time
from your loan, even 15
years if you desire.

The catch with this
strategy is that you’ll still
pay a somewhat higher
interest rate on the 30-year
mortgage compared with a
15-year loan. You also need
to earmark extra mortgage
payments to go specifically
toward paying down your
loan principal.

Let’s look at an example
of how a lower interest rate
and shorter loan term
impacts the principal
amount of a mortgage. 

A homeowner with a
30-year $200,000 mort-
gage can pay it off in

15 years by adding $524 to
each monthly payment.

With a 30-year mort-
gage, you can skip the extra
$524 payment any month
you want if you lose your
job or have an emergency
expense to cover. 

A 15-year mortgage with
a higher minimum pay-
ment, however, doesn’t
give you that flexibility.

Drawbacks of refinanc-
ing into a 15-year mort-
gage: Having all your
money tied up in your
home can be risky. Many
financial experts recom-
mend having at least three
to six months of emer-
gency savings set aside in
case you lose your job or
cannot work for extended
periods.

Instead of refinancing a
mortgage, you could con-
tribute more money
toward a 401(k) plan or an
IRA account, or beef up
your emergency savings
fund. The latter approach
helps you avoid revolving
credit card balances from
month to month and incur-
ring more debt at a higher
interest rate.

“Mortgage debt is low-
cost debt, and pouring
more money into an 
illiquid asset — your home
— may do more to limit
your financial flexibility
than enhance it,” says Greg
McBride, CFA, Bankrate’s
chief financial analyst.
“Money in the bank will
pay the bills; home equity
will not.”

When does refinancing into a
15-year mortgage make sense?
Homeowners must
weigh impact to
monthly finances
By Ellen Chang
Bankrate.com

Shorter mortgages tend to have lower interest rates,

putting more of payments toward the principal balance. 

DREAMSTIME/TNS 

Extend your reach. Access customized

technology. Simplify your search.

chicagotribune.com/jobs

YOUR
PERFECT
HIRE
ISWAITING

Stop wasting time searching for talent.

Find the right talent with tribune publishing

recruitment services.

We work hard to make your talent search easy.

With our expansive network of distinguished

print and online publications and their

respective reach and readership, you’ll have

access to top talent from coast-to-coast.

Plus, enjoy advanced job matching and ad

targeting technology, access print and digital

advertising opportunities, career fairs and more.

Kedzie & Lawrence. no deposit, sec 8 welcome,
studio, 1, 2, 3, 4/2 $550+, hardwood flrs, conven-
ient location,  847-401-4574 or 773-642-9899

ROGERS PARK $550 60659
PETERSON & DAMEN AND APARTMENT

no deposit, studio & 1BD $650+, sec. 8 ok.
free heat/gas/electric, convenient location,
laundry, 773-616-1253 or 773-489-9226

LOGAN SQUARE $650+ 60647
KEDZIE & FULLERTON APARTMENT

APT FOR RENT
NORTHWEST

FOR SALE: Ulysses Grant’s Pre-civil War Home
In 1860 Grant & family lived in this 1824 sq.
ft. home. Includes 1860 period furniture and
historic books. On National Register of historic
places. A placard at the house provides:
“That from this home Grant went to the Civil
War May 1861”
Call Gina (563) 552-8410
GrantPreWarHouse@gmail.com.
OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY!

GALENA $395000 61036
121 S. HIGH STREET SFH

NATIONAL
REAL ESTATE

Search for your new Real Estate Property at classifieds.chicagotribune.com

To place a real estate ad, visit chicagotribune.com/advertiser/realestate

REALESTATE ARKETPLACE

Gut Rehab Fully Remodeled 1 bedroom 1 
bathroom Section 8 welcome please call 
Giovanni at 773 220 5496 to schedule an 
appointment 

CHICAGO $900.00 60629
2535 W MARQUETTE RD APARTMENT

APT FOR RENT
SOUTH/SOUTHWEST
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Listing Concierge

Coldwell Banker
®

sales associates are armed with the most innovative, professional and comprehensive property

marketing system in the industry and the results speak for themselves. For example, properties that use Listing

Concierge had a 2-7% higher sales price
1

and sell 50% closer to list price
2

, creating a selling experience that’s well worth

it. Contact your local branch office today and discover the many advantages of working with an agent affiliated with the

most established and successful real estate brand in Chicagoland and beyond.

1. Based on Stella Connect for the time period June 1-Dec. 31, 2018. 2. Based on CB NRT analysis of Listing Concierge orders for the time period Jan. 1-Oct. 31, 2018. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates, not
employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage . All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are
registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 19NCVN_NAT_12/19

February 2020

CHICAGOLAND, MILWAUKEE, INDIANA AND MICHIGAN HOMES

Cover Represented by ANNIE FLANAGAN

Bringing in

THE GREEN

Property

Marketing

that Works.
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I’ll help you get moving!

Moving to the
North Shore?

• Top Producer for 15+ Years

• Competitive Market and Pricing Analysis

• Complimentary Staging Consultation

• Comprehensive Detailed Marketing Plan (More than staging

and decluttering)

• Compass Concierge program to front pre-market

expenditures (floors, paint, etc) interest-free*

• Compass “Coming Soon” Marketing Tool to help sell your

property pre-market

• Cutting-edge Compass Home Search Tools to navigate the

market for your next home

• Compass is the #1 independent brokerage nationally, and #3

among all brokerages nationally

Cathy “CC” Cascia

Broker

847.567.7858

cathy.cascia@compass.com

cathycascia.com

Contact me to find out about Compass’ proprietary tools.

Cathy Cascia is a Real Estate agent affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed Real Estate broker and abides by federal, state and local Equal Housing Opportunity

laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes

without notice. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal,

accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of Real Estate brokerage. 565 Lincoln Ave. Winnetka, IL 60093.



World-Class Marketing

that moves your home from

Listed to Sold.

Get Noticed.

© BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire

Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates,LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®

BHHSChicago.com

866.795.1010



199 E Lake Shore PH10W
$5,150,000

3 Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths, 2 Half Baths

JANET OWEN
312.268.0700

NEW LISTING

180 E Pearson St 6707
$3,500,000

3 bedrooms, 4.1 baths

MICHAEL ROSENBLUM
312.893.8162

1814 N Cleveland Ave
$3,485,000

6 bedrooms, 6.1 baths

JULIE CAPPS
312.264.1253

11 E Walton St 4502
$3,195,000

3 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

CHARLES HEAVER
773.572.6524

401 N Wabash Ave 83D
$2,995,000

3 bedrooms, 4 baths

MICHAEL MAIER
312.520.6572

900 N Kingsbury St 950
$2,595,000

4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths

KLOPASSTRATTON TEAM
312.927.0334

950 N Michigan 4904
$2,495,000

3 bedrooms, 4.1 baths

ANNA PESCE
312.399.4131

801 W Castlewood Ter
$2,400,000

3 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

KLOPASSTRATTONTEAM
312.927.0334

180 E Pearson St 3504
$2,397,747

3 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

MICHAEL ROSENBLUM
312.893.8162

600 N Kingsbury St 506
$2,150,000

3 bedrooms, 4.1 baths

IVONA KUTERMANKIEWICZ
312.475.4588

1325 N Astor St 4
$2,099,000

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

JANET OWEN
312.268.0700

1420 W Byron St
$2,075,000

5 bedrooms, 4.2 baths

MARTA KAZMIERCZAK
773.572.6508

175 E Delaware Pl 6402-03
$1,825,000

3 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

LISA HUBER
312.610.0755

NEW LISTING

59 W Schiller St
$1,805,000

3 bedrooms, 4.2 baths

ALICE JENNETT
312.759.0163

NEW LISTING

2225 N wayne Ave
$1,800,000

5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

MONIQUE PIERON
312.264.5865

6410 N Longmeadow Ave
$1,799,999

5 bedrooms, 5.1 baths

TOMAS SUMSKY
773.332.0010

223 E Delaware Pl 5E
$1,599,000

3 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

MARLA NYBERG
312.893.8118

132 E Delaware Pl 4801
$1,575,000

3 bedrooms, 3 baths

PAMELA MILES
312.961.2837

1234 N Dearborn St CHGR
$1,500,000

4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths

LISSA WEINSTEIN
312.642.1400

505 N Lake Shore 3810-11
$1,400,000

4 bedrooms, 3 baths

ANDREA ALLEN
312.343.2050

NEW LISTING

1847 W Berteau Ave
$1,350,000

6 bedrooms, 4.2 baths

RICHARD DIVITO
312.475.4189

910 W Webster Ave 1E
$1,300,000

4 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

RICHARD DIVITO
312.475.4189

NEW LISTING

720 N Larrabee 603
$1,295,000

3 bedrooms, 3 baths

TERRI MCAULEY
312.330.3211

NEW LISTING

1645 W Farragut Ave
$1,250,000

5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

DANIELLE DOWELL
312.391.5655

680 N Lake Shore 705
$1,199,880

3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths

TATIANA PERRY
773.551.6554

161 E Chicago Ave 41B
$1,190,000

2 bedrooms, 2.1 baths

LORI BRUCE
312.475.4523

200 WGrand 2301
$1,180,000

3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths

MARYELLEN JOYCE
312.925.2280

1030 N State St 34LM
$1,150,000

3 bedrooms, 3 baths

CHRISTIAN PEZZUTO
312.944.8900

NEW LISTING

4246 N Kedvale
$1,070,000

5 bedrooms, 4.1 baths

TERRI MCAULEY
312.330.3211

OPEN SAT 111

2325 W Erie
$1,199,900

5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths

IVONA KUTERMANKIEWICZ
312.475.4588
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SeniorLivingSolutions

5333 N. Sheridan Rd., Chicago, IL 60640
Independent Living

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

Gracious hospitality.

Lakefront views.

Richly appointed,
resort-style senior living
right on Chicago’s
beautiful lakefront.

To schedule a visit or ask

about our upcoming events,

call 773-888-0043.

esigned to offer adults 55 years

and older self sufficient, secure,

pleasant, and affordable living.

D

Heritage Senior
Apartments

3715 W. 123rd Place, Alsip, IL 60803

11901 S. Ridgeway Ave, Alsip, IL 60803

866-665-7473

Celebrating All of
the Life's Moments
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Heritage Senior Apartments
Alsip, IL 60803 866-665-7473

$735 $905 $1,005 SA ● ● ● ●

The Breakers at Edgewater Beach
Chicago, IL 60640 888-864-1801

$1,655 $1,895 $3,100 RC ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Bright Oaks of Aurora
1340 River Street, Aurora, IL 60506 630-892-8800

From $3,500 From $3,575 $5,400 AL ● ● ● ● ● ● ●
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*Type: SA Senior Apartments • RC Retirement Communities • AA Active Adults • AL Assisted Living

Get stories
by the week
and hour

Visit us online for more community
news to help you make informed

decisions around the clock.

chicagotribune.com/suburbs
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1516 N Lake Shore

$6,000,000
10 bedrooms & 5.2 baths

CRYSTAL TRAN
312.368.5300

21 E Scott St

$3,197,747
3 bedrooms & 5.1 baths

MICHAEL ROSENBLUM
312.893.8162

NEW PRICE

1739 N Mohawk St

$2,995,000
5 bedrooms & 4.1 baths

LINDA BREEDLOVE
773.578.2020

69 E Cedar St

$2,749,880
5 bedrooms & 4 baths

TATIANA PERRY
773.551.6554

3312 N Lakewood Ave

$2,300,000
5 bedrooms & 4.2 baths

JUDITH HARRIS
847.512.2700X5262

401 N Wabash Ave 47G

$2,230,000
2 bedrooms & 3 baths

HELAINE COHEN
312.953.0961

49 E Division St

$1,745,000
4 bedrooms & 5.1 baths

MEREDITH MESEROW
312.893.3554

4729 S Woodlawn Ave

$1,595,000
5 bedrooms & 3.1 baths

LILIANNA SEKULA-LARK
312.944.8900

1430 N Lake Shore 10

$1,500,000
4 bedrooms & 5 baths

MONIQUE CROSSAN
312.893.8104

111 S Peoria St 201

$1,475,000
4 bedrooms & 4.1 baths

TANYA KIEPERT
312.893.3535

NEW LISTING

340 E Randolph 1403

$1,429,000
2 bedrooms & 2 baths

MICHAEL MAIER
312.520.6572

1739 N Orleans St

$1,325,000
3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths

PHYLLIS HALL
312.475.4557

1423 W Catalpa Ave 3

$1,199,000
4 bedrooms & 2.1 baths

RICHARD DIVITO
312.475.4189

2302 N Greenview Ave

$1,198,000
4 bedrooms & 3.1 baths

ROGER S JOSEPH
773.230.1396

NEW LISTING

680 N Lake Shore 1504

$1,190,000
2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths

JOVANKA CORAZZINA
773.517.1323

180 E Pearson St 7106

$1,189,000
2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths

CARLA & JIM WALKER
312.264.1236

180 E Pearson St 5003

$1,137,747
2 bedrooms & 2.0 baths

MICHAEL ROSENBLUM
312.893.8162

NEW LISTING

2323 N Leavitt St 301

$1,125,000
4 bedrooms & 3 baths

KATRINA DE LOS REYES
847.337.0507

1234 N Dearborn St CH

$1,100,000
2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths

LISSA WEINSTEIN
312.642.1400

1110 N Lake Shore 17S

$1,049,000
3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths

JAMES STREFF
773.490.1578

1320 N State Pkwy 10-11C

$1,049,000
2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths

MEREDITH MESEROW
312.893.3554

View all open houses at BHHSChicago.com

BHHSChicago.com

617 W Dickens Ave
$999,900

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
NANCY A. HEARON

312.475.4595

159 E Walton Pl 12D
$995,000

2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
HELAINE COHEN

312.953.0961

NEW LISTING

25 E Superior 1403
$964,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
TERRI MCAULEY

312.330.3211

2208 N Leavitt St N
$950,000

4 bedrooms & 3.1 baths
CARA BUFFA
312.593.2608

711 W Buckingham Pl 1W
$925,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
FELICIA MARINESCU

773.447.3617

1145 N Hoyne Ave
$899,000

4 bedrooms & 3.1 baths
DAVID HUNT
312.368.3282

742 N LaSalle St 5
$899,000

4 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
JUDI NEWBOLD
312.919.9992

7030 S Euclid Ave
$875,000

7 bedrooms & 3.2 baths
SHIRLEY AMICO
312.893.8190

900 N Lake Shore 607
$850,000

2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
HELEN APPLEGATE

312.399.5694

3100 N Sheridan 9A
$850,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
WADE MARSHALL

312.291.1960

132 E Delaware Pl 5405
$849,000

1 bedroom & 1.1 baths
DANIELLE DOWELL

312.391.5655

NEW LISTING

2933 N Lakewood Ave
$845,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
KEITH WILKEY
773.742.1318

NEW LISTING

1309 N Bosworth Ave 1
$799,800

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
TATIANA PERRY
773.551.6554

1436 S Prairie B
$797,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
SUSAN DICKMAN

773.627.8176

NEW LISTING

201 W Grand 701
$775,000

2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
KAREN RANQUIST

312.475.4542

NEW LISTING

3346 W Cullom Ave
$750,000

5 bedrooms & 3.1 baths
LISA HUBER
312.264.1210

1018 N Larrabee St 4N
$749,900

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
KEITH GOAD
773.750.5201

1423 W Catalpa Ave 2
$749,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
RICHARD DIVITO

312.475.4189

NEW LISTING

505 N Lake Shore 4807
$739,999

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
KAREN GAST
715.617.0197

3251 N Kenmore Ave 1
$739,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
DAVID HUNT
312.368.3282

125 E 13th St 1403
$725,000

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
ROSS WALL
312.264.1186

161 E Chicago Ave 27C
$719,900

2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
AKOS STRAUB
312.620.0420

6110 S Dorchester Ave
$699,950

6 bedrooms & 4 baths
DAVID EVANS
312.944.8900

1238 N Bosworth Ave 102
$699,900

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
KIMBER GALVIN
312.339.6900

3447 N Halsted
$699,000

9 bedrooms & 7 baths
ALICE MCMAHON

708.267.2549

400 E Randolph 3313
$699,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
SHELLEY AND WALTER STUNARD

312.540.9000

4912 S Michigan
$675,000

5 bedrooms & 4.1 baths
MORGAN SAGE
773.551.4267

OPEN SUN 122

600 N Fairbanks Ct 2205
$663,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
MICHAEL MAIER
312.520.6572

NEW LISTING

310 N Clinton St D
$659,900

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
AKOS STRAUB
312.620.0420

NEW LISTING

3500 N Lake Shore 5B
$649,000

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
SOPHIA WORDEN

312.504.8175

1224 N Dearborn St 1F
$649,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
DAVID HUNT
312.368.3282

860 W Blackhawk St 2002
$629,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
AKOS STRAUB
312.620.0420

1021 W Rundell Pl 4
$619,000

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
RICHARD DIVITO

312.475.4189

NEW LISTING

1160 S Michigan 1301
$615,000

2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
MICHAEL MAIER
312.520.6572

110 W Superior St 802
$599,900

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
BETH GOMEZ
773.727.1707

505 N Mcclurg Ct 1105
$599,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
HELAINE COHEN

312.953.0961

NEW LISTING

1459 W School St 1
$575,000

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
KAREN CUNNIFF

847.510.5071

NEW PRICE

400 E Randolph 2230
$574,900

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
MICHAEL KANG
312.944.8900

3730 N Lake Shore 5B
$549,900

2 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
IVONA KUTERMANKIEWICZ

312.475.4588

NEW LISTING

442 Lenox St
$549,900

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
VICTORIA WITT
708.790.1319

757 N Orleans St 2012
$548,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
LAUREN SCHAFF

847.722.7859

NEW LISTING

2626 N Lakeview Ave 3503
$545,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
MARLA NYBERG

312.893.8118

910 N Lake Shore 719
$539,000

1 bedroom & 2 baths
PEGGYQUINN
312.893.3545

100 E Huron St 1202
$534,900

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
KAREN RANQUIST

312.475.4542

500 W Superior St #709
$530,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
CHARLES HEAVER

312.404.2861

NEW LISTING

2157 W Potomac Ave 2
$520,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
NICHOLAS KUHR
630.776.3909

1464 S Michigan 1704
$514,899

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
CARLA & JIM WALKER

312.264.1236

NEW LISTING

3848 N Nottingham Ave
$495,500

4 bedrooms & 3.1 baths
AKOS STRAUB
312.620.0420

175 E Delaware Pl 4603
$495,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
MARGARET NAGEL

312.301.6400

OPEN SAT 122/SUN 111

2032 N Racine Ave 2
$493,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
LAURA KISLING
312.264.1200

5946 W Berenice Ave
$489,000

3 bedrooms & 2.1 baths
EDIN ESCOBAR
312.642.1400

NEW LISTING

5421 S Cornell Ave 8
$475,000

3 bedrooms & 3 baths
LINDA LEE TUGGLE

773.251.8930

849 N Franklin St 1017
$475,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
JAMES STREFF
773.490.1578

NEW LISTING

4956 N Kilpatrick Ave
$474,900

5 bedrooms & 3 baths
KIMBERLY SAYDAK

312.602.6437

5846 W Dakin St
$468,000

4 bedrooms & 3 baths
KATRINA DE LOS REYES

847.337.0507

NEW LISTING

5404 S Drexel Ave
$465,000

4 bedrooms & 3 baths
TIFFANYWEBB
773.510.5301

1350 N Astor St 10B
$460,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
CINDYWILSON
773.383.9388

4743 N Clark St 3S
$459,000

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
ANDREA ALLEN
312.343.2050

632 W Wrightwood Ave 1W
$450,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
PAUL J. MACDONNELL

312.646.0262

3044 N Oakley Ave 3N
$450,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
CINDYWILSON
773.383.9388

NEW LISTING

4826 N Winthrop Ave 1S
$449,900

3 bedrooms & 3 baths
LINDSAY EVEREST

312.268.2707

1350 W Fullerton 516
$449,000

2 bedrooms & 1.1 baths
MARIAH DELL
630.673.7042

1530 S State St 722
$440,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
SUSAN DICKMAN

773.627.8176

NEW LISTING

4814 N Damen Ave 301
$439,900

3 bedrooms & 2 baths
TED KUHLMANN
773.640.1089

240 E Illinois St 1310
$439,000

1 bedroom & 1.1 baths
AKOS STRAUB
312.620.0420

NEW LISTING

3200 N Lake Shore 604
$429,900

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
EMIR VULIC
312.731.3394

2101 W Rice St 208
$420,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
JAMES F. KRAMER

312.475.4543

OPEN SUN 123

5107 N Menard Ave
$415,000

4 bedrooms & 2 baths
SUZANNE CIMINO

773.859.8800

301 S Leavitt St 1S
$410,000

4 bedrooms & 3 baths
DAVID HUNT
312.368.3282

500 W Superior St 1008
$349,900 includes 1 garage space

1 bedroom & 1.1 baths
TERRI MCAULEY

312.330.3211

OPEN SAT/SUN 111:15

400 E Randolph 3713
$695,000

2 bedrooms & 2 baths
SHELLEY AND WALTER STUNARD

312.540.9000

OPEN SAT/SUN 111:15

OPEN SAT/SUN 111:15

400 E Randolph 1505
$399,000

1 bedroom & 1 bath
SHELLEY AND WALTER STUNARD

312.540.9000
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2020 Mazda CX-30
This SUV is not only fun to drive, but simple and timeless. Page 3

Answers from Motormouth 
Bob Weber says that keeping more gas in your tank may be important in areas with colder weather. Page 3

In 2017, Barrett-Jackson
auctioned a custom 1971
Chevrolet Blazer for
$220,000. Last year it sold
a 1969 Blazer for $132,000
and a 1972 Blazer for
$72,600. 

And it’s not uncommon
to see other classic SUVs
like the Jeep Grand Wag-
oneer, Ford Bronco and
Toyota Land Cruiser com-
manding similar money.
These are figures typically
seen for pedigreed classics
and muscle cars, not SUVs.
What’s driving this trend? 

“It’s generational,” said
Craig Jackson, Chairman
and CEO of Barrett-Jack-
son Auction Company. “A
whole generation has
grown up with SUVs.”

Like muscle cars before,
these classic SUVs have
risen from the value of
scrap metal to legit clas-
sics. And, they may not
have topped out yet. 

“We’re seeing valuations
for vintage 1960s through
1980s SUVs increasing,”
said Brian Rabold, vice
president of valuation at
Hagerty, which specializes
in classic car valuation and
insurance. “As the rest of
the collector car market is

cooling, we still see SUVs
increasing. ... Grade 1
Broncos and Land Cruis-
ers are close to $100,000,
but you can find Grade 3
examples in the $15,000
range. It’s very rare to find
them with low miles in
good condition — rarity
not in production num-
bers, but what have sur-
vived.”

Hagerty’s data suggest a
top early-’70s Blazer
should reach $82,500 with
excellent examples around
$52,000. First-generation
Broncos, which debuted in
1966, post similar values.
The classic Grand Wag-
oneer goes for about
$55,000 for a quality ex-
ample, but Wagonmaster-
.com sells some for over
$70,000. Big money goes
to “resto-mods” that com-
bine stock bodies with
modern styling and
powertrains.

Automakers are using
this thirst for nostalgia to
their advantage. Chevrolet
reintroduced the 2019
Blazer as a radically styled
mid-size crossover and
followed up with the 2021
TrailBlazer as a compact
alternative. 

Ford’s introduction of
the trail-ready next-gener-
ation Bronco is imminent.
Toyota still builds the Land
Cruiser, though as a luxury
SUV. Jeep is expected to
introduce a three-row
Grand Wagoneer next year. 

There’s clearly a lot of
fondness for these brands,
but also a little Hollywood
sparkle.

“I see a lot of celebrities
like Simon Cowell and
Lady Gaga driving them,”
Jackson said. “You sit up a
little higher, have the abil-
ity to go off road. The
Blazer is a cool vehicle for
Malibu. It’s a great plat-
form for resto-mods —
easy to get parts. ... Seventy
thousand dollars will get
you a fairly stock one, but
one really tricked out could
go up to $300,000.”

Barrett-Jackson auc-
tioned a Bronco owned by
former “American Idol”
judge Cowell. Cowell’s
resto-mod 1977 Bronco
scored $86,900. Barrett-
Jackson also sold a resto-
mod 1972 Blazer with
metallic green paint and a
cream leather interior that
was built by Dave Kindig,
star of Motor Trend TV’s

“Bitchin’ Rides,” for
$120,000. 

“If you look at what was
popular when someone
was 14, that’s what they
collect later,” Rabold said.
“Vintage SUVs embody
usability, visibility and
affordability. There is a
culture factor; we see them
pop up all over the place in
clothing ads, music videos,
etc. Younger Gen-X and
older millennials have
direct connections to
SUVs.”

While the Blazer and
Bronco are relatively new
to aspirational pricing, the
Jeep Grand Wagoneer has
always attracted wealthy
patrons. Perhaps that’s
because of its history as one
of the first luxury SUVs.

“The Wagoneer was
built from 1963-1991 with
the same body style
throughout,” said Chip
Miller, the owner of Wag-
onmaster.com. “Kaiser
Willys owned Jeep when
the family station wagon
was taking off in the late
’50s. KW ordered concep-
tual drawings from the
Brooks Stevens company
for a station wagon that
could compete with those

being made by Ford and
Chevrolet. They came up
with the body shape we
know as the Wagoneer.”

In 1978, Jeep introduced
the Wagoneer Limited
with leather bucket seats
and full woodgrain sides. It
occupied ritzy driveways
from sea to mountains.
Wagonmaster keeps the
dream alive by restoring
them as coveted pos-
sessions of wealthy drivers.

“Today’s buyers are
everywhere: New England,
California, Florida and
Texas,” Miller said. “Driv-
ing around Sun Valley or
Aspen, you see them on
almost every block. Prices
for a Grand Wagoneer have
more than doubled from
the $30,000 range in 2010.
Jeep’s plan to reintroduce
a Grand Wagoneer will
further strengthen its
position.”

Proving the Grand Wag-
oneer’s resilience, Barrett-
Jackson recently sold a
1989 model for $110,000.
Beyond the Grand Wag-
oneer, which SUVs are
most likely to become
valuable? 

“One I’ve been looking
at is the first generation

Toyota 4-Runner — not a
lot of two-door removable
top SUVs that are still
affordable,” Rabold said. “I
love International Scouts
— a great buy. We see more
appreciation for 1980s and
1990s Japanese SUVs.”

Rabold mentions two
other special models. 

“The Lamborghini
LM002, also called the
Rambo Lambo, is such a
wild, wild ride — has the
Lambo engine and is very
burly. They cost $200,000-
$300,000. There’s also the
Baja Bronco from 1971-
1975 that commemorated
Ford’s success in Baja —
very rare and desirable.
They are $120,000-
$150,000.”

While the past of these
old SUVs was mostly
wrapped around gas-
guzzling V-8 engines, their
futures could embrace a
new ethos.

“We will see resto-mods
evolving and continuing to
grow,” Jackson said.
“We’re developing a hy-
brid version in our shop,
and eventually a full elec-
tric one. We’ll change the
drivetrain to meet de-
mand. If I have a crystal
ball, electrified Blazers and
Broncos are the next
trend.”

This 1989 Jeep Grand Wagoneer sold for $110,000 recently. 

BARRETT-JACKSON

RIDING NOSTALGIA WAVE 
Buyers pay big money for classic SUVs they grew up with By Casey Williams

Tribune News Service

Barrett-Jackson auctioned this resto-mod 1977 Ford Bronco for $86,900. 

BARRETT-JACKSON

Barrett-Jackson sold this resto-mod 1972 Chevy Blazer for $120,000.

BARRETT-JACKSON

A 1977 Toyota Land Cruiser. Classic Land Cruisers can sell for about $100,000.

TOYOTA 

Nearly every time a hotly
anticipated new or re-
designed vehicle first hits
dealer lots, a number of
enterprising dealerships
will take the opportunity to
make some additional
profit. The good news for
consumers is that there are
ways around these mark-
ups. 

Recent examples include
the Dodge Demon and the
Ford F-150 Raptor. At the
peak of their popularity,

these vehicles had “market
adjustments” on their win-
dow stickers ranging from
$10,000 to more than
$30,000 over the manufac-
turer’s suggested retail
price. It’s likely that the
same thing will happen
with the new Chevrolet
Corvette when it arrives at
dealerships soon.

This issue doesn’t just
affect flashy performance
vehicles. In recent months,
in-demand vehicles such as
the Kia Telluride and the
Toyota RAV4 Hybrid have
been selling for a few thou-

sand above MSRP. 
There are ways to deal

with markups on a high-
demand vehicle.

Once you’ve caught wind
of a new or redesigned
vehicle you suspect will be
in high demand, get in
touch with the dealership
to place an order. This
strategy not only secures
you a vehicle but also re-
duces the chances of a
markup. You may have to
put down a deposit, but just
make sure you get the sell-
ing price in writing and
know the refund policy in

case you change your mind. 
Here’s a secret about

some — but not all — of the
more outrageous markups:
Dealers set the markups
high with the expectation
that customers will negoti-
ate it down to a more rea-
sonable level. It’s a win-win
for the dealership because
even if you manage to cut a
$5,000 markup in half, it’s
still making $2,500 on the
sale. 

If you want that car now,
this technique can reap a
significant improvement on
the asking price. 

In-demand vehicles such as the Kia Telluride have been

selling for a few thousand dollars above MSRP. 

AP 

High-demand vehicles are ripe for markups
By Ronald Montoya
Edmunds



2 Chicago Tribune | Rides | Section 8 | Sunday, February 2, 2020 C

All photos are for illustration purposes only and may not depict actual vehicle. ^Sale pricing includes all rebates & incentives that are available to all consumers. Pricing does not include tax, title, license or doc. fee. Prior sales are ineligible
for advertised pricing. Purchaser/Lessee must qualify w/approved credit. Financing thru Ally. + EPA mileage estimates are provided from manufacturer on vehicles; your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain
your vehicle. Data in this ad is compiled from publicly available sources, Dealer and Manufacturer; it is believed by the publisher to be reliable. However, the publisher/dealer reserves the right to correct error and/or omissions in this data
accordingly. We recommend purchasers confirm a vehicle is as desired/required prior to taking possession – No representations express or implied, to any actual or prospective purchaser of the vehicle is being made as to the condition, vehicle
specifications, prior ownership history, equipment/accessories and warranties. *0% APR x 72 mos. available on remaining 2019 select models. $13.89 per $1,000 financed w/$0 down; 0% APR x 60 mos. available on New 2019 Outlander
Sport. $16.67 per $1,000 financed w/$0 down plus tax, title, license & doc. fee to well-qualified buyers with approved credit. Financing thru Ally. Rebates & incentives in lieu of 0% financing offers. +Interest is accrued for 90 days. See dealer

for details. Current sale pricing ends 3-days after publication date.

TOLL FREE
(866)

SALES: MON-FRI: 9-9 SAT: 9-6
SERVICE: MON, TUES & WED: 7:30-7:30, THURS, FRI: 7:30-5:30We Speak Polish, Romanian, Spanish & Assyrian

660 E. GOLF ROAD
SCHAUMBURG IL 60173670-1000

SchaumburgMitsu.com

OUTLANDER SE

$23,067
^

YOUR PRICE

SAVE $5,013^

$1,500
TO $3,000 REBATE!*

ECLIPSE CROSS SE
AWD Stk. #SK19076 MSRP $28,015^

$21,497
^

YOUR PRICE

$3,500 REBATE!* $3,000 REBATE!*

SAVE $6,518^

OR 0% APR X 72 MOS OR 0% APR X 72 MOS.*

OR $500 REBATE*
OR 0% APR X 72 MOS.*

NEW 2019 MITSUBISHI

OR 0% APR X 72 MOS.

PLUS $1,500 REBATE*
OR

NEW 2019 MITSU

OUTLANDER SPORT

$17,987
^

YOUR PRICE

SAVE $5,288^

OR $500 REBAT

HI NEW 2019 MITSU NEW 2019 MITSUBISHI

TE

UBISHI

TE

UBISHI

No Hassle! No Risk!

We’ll let you know how

much $$ you qualify for!

Guaranteed acceptance

of ALL applications!

CALL 866-670-1000
or visit our website:

SchaumburgMitsu.com

to fill out an application.

WEMAKEITEASY!

CREDIT
APPROVAL
HOTLINE!

CHECK OUT THE ALL NEW 2020 MITSUBISHI’S IN STOCK NOW!
WE ARE CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ON GOLF ROAD

INCLUDES
SUNROOF!

Stk. #SK19109 MSRP $28,080^Stk. #SK19223 MSRP $23,275^

1 in 7 children faces hunger.
There’s more than enough food in America for every child

who struggles with hunger. Help get kids the food they

need by supporting Feeding America, the nationwide

network of food banks. Together, we can solve hunger™.

Join us at FeedingAmerica.org



3C Chicago Tribune | Rides | Section 8 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

Simply put — and simple
is a repeated, positive
theme here — the Mazda
CX-30 is the best perform-
ance subcompact on the
market today. Period. So
good, in fact, that its com-
parison set is not the usual
mainstream competitors,
but luxury subcompacts
costing at least $10,000
more.

Based on the same plat-
form as the sensational
Mazda 3 compact hatch-
back, you will know the
CX-30 is different the
moment you grip its fat
steering wheel and fling it
into a corner. 

Its 186 horses is the best
in the mainstream market,
as is the buttery six-speed
transmission it’s married
to. 

This is the type of sub-
compact SUV that Volks-
wagen should make off its
superb Golf platform, or
that Ford should cook up
from its Focus sedan. But
they haven’t.

VW offers nothing in its
class, while Ford’s
cramped EcoSport entry is
a boxy eggbeater. One of
the hottest aisles in auto-
dom, mainstream subcom-
pacts boast a variety of toys
like the off-roady Subaru
Crosstrek, rugged Jeep
Renegade, roomy Honda
HR-V and funky Kia Soul.

Now there’s a toned
$23,000 athlete.

But the CX-30 is much
more than a fun-to-drive
SUV (as refreshing as that
is to say). Its simple, time-

less design will wear well. 
Like Tesla, its broad

dash lines are efficient and
uncluttered. Like BMW,
the instrument and info-
tainment screen is driver-
focused — the result of
fussy engineers obsessed
with keeping drivers’ eyes
glued to the road.

The screen navigation
(Apple CarPlay and An-
droid Auto standard) is
high on the dash. The deft,
multiway remote rotary-
controller ( just like BMW)
is at my elbow. The i-Ac-
tivsense surround-view
(like Tesla) is in the instru-
ment cluster to monitor
cars around me.

More awkward than the
CX-30’s four-digit detour
from Mazda’s naming
convention (imagine if
Audi built a crossover
between the Q3 and Q5
called the Q30 — huh?) is
its suggestion that it is a
variant of Mazda’s entry-
level subcompact SUV, the
slow-selling CX-3.

Yet, the CX-30 is more

CX-5 than CX-3. Market-
ing has its reasons for not
calling it a CX-4 in the U.S.
(because a different car is
called CX-4 in the Chinese
market), but they are un-
convincing.

Based on a same plat-
form as the Mazda 3 hatch-
back (not the CX-3), the
CX-30 nevertheless gains
some room over the 3
thanks to its taller SUV
dimensions. Cargo room is
a useful 20 cubic feet and
swallows four carry-on
suitcases. My 6-foot-5
frame fit in the second row
thanks to clever scalloping
in the front seatback and
roof liner.

Such obsession with
detail exposes the odd flaw.
A black wheel option
would better complement
the black cladding. Voice
recognition is poor. The
car’s athletic nature
screams for a second en-
gine option like Mazda’s
2.5-liter turbo.

What to do? The black
wheels can be bought used
off a Mazda 3. Voice recog-
nition is excellent if you
plug in Apple CarPlay/
Android Auto. And that
turbo-4 terror with 250
ponies and whopping 310
pound-feet of torque? I’m
betting sales of the CX-30
will be so strong that it will
allow Mazda to offer an-
other trim (just like
they’ve done with the
Mazda CX-5, which can be
had for less than $40,000
with a BMW-beating
turbo-4). And when that
day arrives, maybe they’ll
have figured out how to
call it CX-4.

The 2020 Mazda CX-30 is much more than a fun-to-drive SUV. Its simple and timeless.

MAZDA

Mazda’s subcompact SUV
CX-30 shows how it’s done 
By Henry Payne
The Detroit News

2020 MAZDA CX-30

Price: 

$22,945
Vehicle type: Front engine,
front- and all-wheel drive,
5-passenger subcompact

SUV

Transmission: 6-speed
automatic

Fuel economy: EPA est. 24
city/31 highway/26 com-

bined (AWD)

Q: Is it still important
for those of us in cold
weather areas to keep
the gas tank full? 

— J.A., Chicago
A: Yes, it may be impor-

tant to keep the tank full,
or nearly so. Although
some areas of the country
do not have freezing tem-
perature swings, many
regions do. All air contains
some moisture. More air in
your gas tank means more
moisture that may con-
dense and freeze into ice.
Although fuel line freeze-
up is not as common as it
used to be, there is still
potential. Ethanol in the
gasoline helps prevent
freezing, by the way.

Q: I own a 1996 Dodge
1500, 4WD pickup truck.
I purchased the truck
new; it is in great condi-
tion with 115,000 miles.
The ABS warning light,
however, is on contin-
ually and the brake light
comes on randomly. The
dealer says it is a bad
sensor and he cannot
find a replacement due
to the truck’s age. Any
suggestions? Would
removing the bulb affect
other functions?

— J.P., Bechtelsville,
Pennsylvania 

A: You can usually count
on the automobile dealer
to keep the replacement
parts in inventory for at
least seven years. After
that, it is hit and miss. But
you are in luck. Aftermar-
ket sensors are available at
almost any auto parts store.
But they may have to order
it for you. Removing the
lamp is not a good idea. If it
annoys you, put a piece of
black tape over it until the
part arrives.

Q: You were right
about using microfiber
to clean windows, but it
should not be 100% poly-
ester. Polyester/polyam-
ide (nylon) blend, wets
and cleans much better
than 100% polyester. A
wand will extend your
reach about 6-12 inches,
but I’ve used wands with
mixed results; their bon-
net cloths are too thin
and too small. Once you
discover that the bonnet
leaves streaks, replace it
with 12-inch square tow-
els using binder clips to
hold them over the
wand’s pad.

Don’t spray a cleaner
on the inside glass (or
anywhere inside a car); it
will make a mess of your
interior and contaminate
surfaces far from where
you are working. Apply it
to the cleaning cloth. Be
generous in wetting.
Capillary action is what
draws the contamination
and excess moisture
from the glass into the
cloth. 

The trick to cleaning
with microfiber is to use
a product that contains
no perfumes or waxes in
a container that has no
residue from laundry
detergent or the like. Car
wash (non-wax) clear
liquid soaps or clear
liquid dish soaps like
Dawn in a clean bucket

or sink work great.
— P.S., Arlington

Heights, Illinois 
A: Thanks for checking

in and adding some good
advice. You sound like an
expert. Washing most
windows is a pain in the
neck. I have an even lower
opinion of car windows. 

Q: I am an avid reader
of your column. Based on
previous columns, I al-
ways engage reverse
before parking my ma-
nual transmission car.
When driving with my
dad, he asks why. I have
always said because
Motormouth says so.
Now I have the explana-
tion of square vs. helical
cuts. You may make me
sound like an expert.
Thanks!

— J.R., Indian Head
Park, Illinois 

A: The automotive serv-
ice industry can always use
another expert. Have you
considered training to
become a mechanic? It is
good, satisfying work and
there’s not much of a
chance it will be out-
sourced overseas.

Send questions along with
name and town to Motor-
mouth, Rides, Chicago
Tribune, 160 N. Stetson
Ave., Fourth Floor, Chicago,
IL 60601 or motormouth
.tribune@gmail.com.

More air in the gas tank means more moisture that may
condense and freeze into ice. 

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Keeping gas tank full
when temperatures drop 

Bob Weber
Motormouth

To showcase your

dealership contact

Kevin O’Keefe

at 219-793-5901

audi

Audi Exchange

2490 Skokie Valley Road

Highland Park, IL 60035

888-453-7195

www.audiexchange.com

chrysler

Sherman Dodge Jeep

Chrysler Ram

7601 N. Skokie Blvd.

Skokie, IL 60077

888-481-1777

ShermanTrib.com

dodge

Sherman Dodge Jeep

Chrysler Ram

7601 N. Skokie Blvd.

Skokie, IL 60077

888-481-1777

ShermanTrib.com

honda

Muller Honda*

550 Skokie Valley Road,

Highland Park

847-831-4200

www.muller-honda.com

Schaumburg

Honda Automobiles*

750 E. Golf Rd.

847-88-Honda

www.schaumburghondaautos.com

jeep

Sherman Dodge Jeep

Chrysler Ram

7601 N. Skokie Blvd.

Skokie, IL 60077

888-481-1777

ShermanTrib.com

mercedes

Autohaus On Edens*

1600 Frontage Rd.

Northbrook

847-272-7900

www.autohausonedens.com

Mercedes-Benz

Of St. Charles*

225 North Randall Road

St. Charles, IL

888-742-6095

www.mercedesbenzofstcharles.com

mercedes

Mercedes-Benz
Of Westmont*
200 E. Ogden Ave.

886-415-8182

www.mbofwestmont.com

mitsubishi

Biggers Mitsubishi*
1325 E. Chicago St., Elgin

888-612-8400

www.biggersmitsubishi.com

Schaumburg Mitsubishi*
660 E. Golf Road

Schaumburg

866-670-8000

www.schaumburgmitsubishi.com

nissan

Arlington Nissan*
1100 W. Dundee Rd

Arlington Heights, IL 60004

847-590-6100

www.arlingtonnissan.com

porsche

Porsche Exchange*
2300 Skokie Valley Rd.

Highland Park

#1 Volume Dealer in Illinois

847-266-7000

www.4porsche.com

Porsche Barrington
1475 S. Barrington Rd.

Barrington, IL 60010

Chicagoland’s Fastest Growing

Porsche Dealer

866-430-1277

www.barringtonporsche.com

ram

Sherman Dodge Jeep Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.

Skokie, IL 60077

888-481-1777

ShermanTrib.com

smart

Smart Center of St. Charles*
225 N. Randall Road

in St. Charles, IL

888-459-2190

st-charles.smartdealersites.com
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THIS TOOL CAN

COME IN HANDY IN

AN E NCY.

Take pictures of your important
documents for insurance.
For more tips visit Ready.gov
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*All prices/ payments plus tax, title, license, and $300 doc fee. All factory rebates that are available to all qualified buyers are applied to pricing. Cash back and financing varies by model.
Dealer will not honor pricing errors. See dealer for details. EXP 02/03/2020.

Sales: 847-336-9855
Service: 847-744-9177

1620 Waukegan Rd. Glenview, IL 60025

1610 WAUKEGAN RD.

GLENVIEW, IL 60025

SALES: 847.744.9801

SERVICE: 847.906.2232

www.napletonlincolnglenview.com

*Excludes lic, title, taxes and doc fee. $0 Sec Dep. Closed end leases to qualified buyers. Charge at lease end for excess wear, tear and / or mileage over
7.5k per year. To qualified buyers on select models. Exp. 02/03/20.

www.NapletonHyundaiGlenview.com

Stk#2676 - VIN# 2LMPJ6J96LBL02522

NEW 2020 LINCOLN

PER MO.
X 36 MOS.*

NAUTILUS

$389
LEASE FOR

$3250 due at delivery.

$$169169
00%%

APRX

$$1818,,998998
33

6060MOS.2
OR

LEASE
FOR

/MO.X
36MOS. 1

ELANTRA
New 2020 HYUNDAI

SEL

$$

OR

BUYFOR

$$189189
0.90.9%%

APRX

$$2020,,073073
33

6060MOS.2
OR

LEASE
FOR

KONA
New 2020 HYUNDAI

SE

OR

BUYFOR

$$199199
00%%

APRX

$$2222,,700700
33

6060MOS.2
OR

LEASE
FOR

TUCSON
New 2020 HYUNDAI

OR

BUYFOR

Stk#HY4782,
MSRP$20,970

Stk#HY4738
MSRP$24,935

Stk#2679 - VIN# 5LMCJ1C96LUL04501

NEW 2020 LINCOLN

PER MO.
X 36 MOS.*

CORSAIR

$379
LEASE FOR

$3200 due at delivery.

At Napleton Lincoln in Glenview

NEW YEARS SALES EVENT

Plus tax, title, license & $300 doc fee, to qualified buyers. All factory
rebates that are available to all qualified buyers are applied to pricing.
Cash back and financing varies by model. Dealer will not honor pricing
errors. (1)$3,099 due at signing includes 1st months payment, no
security deposit. Charge at lease end for excess wear and mileage.
10,000 miles/year. (2)Financing in lieu of rebate on select new models.
0% APR for 60 mos. = $16.67 per $1000 financed. (3)All incentives
applied, which vary by model. See dealer for details. Expires 02/03/20.

Plus tax, title, license & $300 doc fee, to qualified buyers. All factory
rebates that are available to all qualified buyers are applied to pricing.
Cash back and financing varies by model. Dealer will not honor pricing
errors. (1)$3,099 due at signing includes 1st months payment, no
security deposit. Charge at lease end for excess wear and mileage.
10,000 miles/year. (2)Financing in lieu of rebate on select new models.
0% APR for 60 mos. = $16.67 per $1000 financed. (3)All incentives
applied, which vary by model. See dealer for details. Expires 02/03/20.

Plus tax, title, license & $300 doc fee, to qualified buyers. All factory
rebates that are available to all qualified buyers are applied to pricing.
Cash back and financing varies by model. Dealer will not honor pricing
errors. (1)$3,099 due at signing includes 1st months payment, no
security deposit. Charge at lease end for excess wear and mileage.
10,000 miles/year. (2)Financing in lieu of rebate on select new models.
0% APR for 60 mos. = $16.67 per $1000 financed. (3)All incentives
applied, which vary by model. See dealer for details. Expires 02/03/20.

Stk#HY4497
MSRP$21,330

SE

/MO.X
36MOS. 1

/MO.X
36MOS. 1

The Napleton Hyundai

Winter Sales Event
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$23,397
*

LT #C190959 Sale:

IMPALACHEVROLET
NEW 2019

$13,839
*

FWDLS #C200203 Sale:

TRAXCHEVROLET
NEW 2020

$199
permo./ 39mos.^

OR
LEASE:

$29,000
*

LTFWD#C200399Sale:

BLAZER
CHEVROLET
NEW 2020

$28,379
*

FWD 1LT #C200033 Sale:

TRAVERSE
CHEVROLET
NEW 2020

$42,750
*

FWDLS #C200747 Sale:

TAHOE
CHEVROLET
NEW 2020

$299
permo./ 39mos.^

OR
LEASE:

$23,850
*

1500REG.CABLONGBOXWT
FWD#C190806Sale:

SILVERADO
CHEVROLET
NEW 2019

1230 E. Golf Road • SCHAUMBURG

847.380.8099
zeiglerchevroletschaumburg.com

SALESHOURS:

MON-FRI 9AM-9PM

SAT 9AM-7PM

zeiglerchevroletschaumburg.com

*Plus tax, title, license and doc fee. ^Lease for 39 months w/$3,990 down, $0 security deposit plus tax, title and doc fee with approved credit. 10K miles per year. Extra fees may apply at lease termination. Plus tax, title, license, and doc. fee. †0% for 72 months figured at
$13.89 per $1,000 financed w/$0 down to qualified buyers w/approved credit on select models. ~Lease loyalty available to qualified current Chevy owners on select models. MSRP may not be the price at which the vehicle is sold in the trade area. Photos for illustration
purposes only. Great effort is made to ensure accuracy of this ad, however, errors do occur. Offers/prices may change per manufacturer. Please verify information with a customer service rep or visit the dealership. All offers and pricing expire 3 days from publication.

THIS WEEK’S PRE-OWNED SPECIALS!

2017 AUDI

A4
PREMIUM #S4987

$20,500
*

2017 CHEVY

VOLT
LT #S4955

$16,988
*

2017 BUICK

ENCORE
PREFERRED #S4937

$14,300
*

2017 CHEVY

TRAX
LS #S4914

$12,189
*

2017 CHEVY

TAHOE
LS #C200127A

$32,800
*

2017 ACURA

RDX
#S4993

$21,000
*

$139
permo./ 39mos.^

OR
LEASE:

$17,168
*

LSFWD#C200362Sale:

EQUINOX
CHEVROLET
NEW 2020

$125
permo./ 39mos.^

OR
LEASE:

$17,093
*

1LSFWD#C200096Sale:

MALIBU
CHEVROLET
NEW 2020

0%x72
APRFINANCING MONTHS†

AutoShow-StoppingSalesEvent!
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY - HURRY IN!

0%x72
APRFINANCING MONTHS†

$10,732
*

HB LS Auto #C200232

SPARKCHEVROLET
NEW 2020

Get 10%-
20%OffMSRP!
LeaseLoyalty
Available!~

0% APR X
72MONTHS

ON2020/2019EXPRESSVAN,
EQUINOX,TRAX,&BOLT,

2019TRAVERSE†





COMICS

Sunday, February 2, 2020 | Section 9

CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM/COMICS

Check out more than 75 comic strips, from 
“Barney Google and Snuffy Smith” to “Zippy the Pinhead.”

CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM/GAMES

Crossword, Sudoku and 30 more games and puzzles.

Dilbert By Scott Adams Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott (Baby Blues is on vacation until February 16. Please enjoy this strip from 2016.)

Zits By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

Pickles By Brian Crane

Frazz By Jef Mallett

WuMo By Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

*Limit one offer per household. Offers cannot be
combine. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic
or Designer Glide-Out shelves. Lifetime warranty
valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at

shelfgenie.com. Expires 3/31/2020.

50%
OFF

I NSTALLAT ION *MORE ACCESS. MORE SPACE. MORE JOY.
Enjoy more space with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

(312) 736-0123



2 Chicago Tribune | Comics | Section 9 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Take It From the Tinkersons By Bill Bettwy

FoxTrot By Bill Amend



3Chicago Tribune | Comics | Section 9 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

Classic Peanuts By Charles Schulz

Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker The Lockhorns

By Bunny Hoest and John Reiner



4 Chicago Tribune | Comics | Section 9 | Sunday, February 2, 2020

Mutts By Patrick McDonnell

The Middletons By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

Prickly City By Scott Stantis

Doonesbury By Garry Trudeau



C
hicago T

ribu
n

e
|

P
u

zzle Islan
d

|
Su

n
day,F

ebru
ary

2,20
20

1

2/2

PERSONALITYPLUS:With
a little something in common

ByGailGrabowski | Edited by StanleyNewman
(stanxwords.com)

Across
1 Take the role of
5 Major retail

operation
10 Huff and puff
14 Gourmet gastropod
19 __ monster

(Southwestern
lizard)

20 Rope on the range
21 Savory stimulus
22 Type of high-rise

dwelling
23 Soup can artist
25 “Can’t argue with

that”
26 Wind instruments
27 Salt __ (recipe

instruction)
28 Song superstar
31 Pay out
33 In great demand
34 Seaport structure
35 Without exception
38 Makes amends
41 Postgraduate’s

project
45 Leveling wedge
46 Costner or Bacon
48 The Office

administrator
50 Part of a simplicity

simile
51 Sidekick
52 Murphy Brown star
57 Clandestine govt.

org.
58 Night school subj.
59 Keep clear of
60 Small, sweet

sandwich
61 Mormon priest
63 Formal turndown
64 Evening, in ads
65 Pithy saying
67 “The Rock”

Johnson
68 Trial software

70 Childish comeback
71 Vigorous
72 Wildlife protector
74 Gemologist’s

measure
75 Commando

operation
76 Lord’s Prayer

opening
79 Fill with joy
80 Japanese wrestling
81 Theater path
82 Small número
83 Novelist Deighton
84 De Klerk successor
88 Minormisstatement
89 Blu-ray rental
90 Genre for 23 or 28

Across
91 Spring zodiac sign
92 Palm fruit
93 Altercations
96 ColdWar-era

council
99 Big-horned goats
101 Approach shot club
103 Low card in a royal

flush
104Contributes
107 NormanRockwell’s

painter neighbor
112 Unpredictable
115 Car wash cycle
116 Small musical

ensembles
117 Carell’s assistant in

Evan Almighty
120Make adjustments

to
121 Spot of land in the

ocean
122 __ nous

(confidentially)
123 “Little”Dickens girl
124Has a hunch
125 Garden hose holder
126 Henry Ford II’s

father

127 Not much of a
challenge

Down
1 Org. for top drivers
2 Bits of thread
3 Gucci of fashion
4 Pep rally shout
5 Envelope fasteners
6 Westernwriter Bret
7 Very pale
8 It means “equal”
9 The Big Easy alias
10 Wizard’s

concoction
11 Classified cost
12 Subject in English

class
13 Sneaker sole pattern
14 Ironing mishap
15 Easy to prepare, as

desserts
16 Soon, in verse
17 Carded at a club
18 Draw the short

straw, say
24 With a candle-like

feel
29 French wine valley
30 “No idea”
32 Michelangelo

masterpiece
35 Rockies resort
36 Tibet’s capital
37 German Peace

Nobelist (1971)
39 Personal quirk
40 Impulsive episode
42 Dodgers pitching

great
43 Peer Gynt

playwright
44 Narrow escape
46 Macramé elements
47 TV actress Falco
49 “Many years __ …”
52 Portable water

source

53 Of birds
54 Talk big
55 Consequently
56 Brainstorming

success
62 Part of UNLV
65 Exodus brother
66 Helical marker
67 Repetitive practice
69 Summer hours in

Md.
70 Hunter’s garb, for

short
71 Diamond foursome

72 Works with
acetylene

73 Advil alternative
74 Crescent points
75 Carnivalamusement
77 Form an alliance
78 Choir room

garments
80 __-mo replay
81 Soul singer Baker
85 English racetrack

town
86 Northern end of the

AppalachianTrail

87 “All bets __ off”
92 Trident competitor
94 Glittery strands
95 Groups of clerics
97 Lawrence of Arabia

star
98 Something inwater

or holdingwater
99 Nation on the Red

Sea
100Favoritism
102Low point
105 Fender dings
106Big name in rap

107 Tennis great Steffi
108 Irk
109 First chip thrown in
110 Inspirational source
111 __’ Pea (Popeye

infant)
113 Big-box furniture

chain
114 Cartoon collectibles
118 What the puzzle’s

eight longest
answers have in
common

119 Conniving

Last week’s answers appear on the last page of Puzzle Island © 2020 Creators Syndicate. All rights reserved.

puzzle island
For interactive puzzles and games go to chicagotribune.com/games
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Xed
ByCharles Preston

Across
1 Kind of party
5 Prepare for publication
9 Actors’ concerns
14 Mister, inMunich
15 Judith and Abel

composer
16 Ooze
17 Outward parts
19 Hellman’s The Little ___
20 Bewildered
21 Gold, e.g.
23 Speech hesitations
24 Pen end
26 Burdened
28 Contradictory

phenomenon
32 Lives
36 Spanish cheers
37 Package
40 Use energy
41 Abner or Diamond
42 Solar-system units
44 Regret
45 Walking ___
47 Famous US sergeant
48 Tied
49 Bell ringer
51 Animal trainers, often
53 Precise

56 Health center
57 Noshed
60 ‘‘With this ring ___

wed’’
62 Celebrated violinist
66 Adage
68 Skill, in any field
70 Additional
71 Shower
72 Gaelic
73 Rope fiber
74 Actual being
75 Action

Down
1 Ball park
2 Kind of book
3 Fine things
4 ___ grass
5 Lamb
6 Liquid measure
7 Cove
8 Seed coat
9 Involuntary muscle

movements
10 Chem. combining form
11 De___
12 German river
13 Scottish land tax
18 Police ploy

22 Remove, as an employee
25 Yale or Rose
27 NJ fort
28 Marco and shirt
29 Adjust in a row
30 Take it easy
31 Medical photo
33 Tennis opener
34 More exact
35 British guns
38 Spanish year
39 Orch. section
42 Nearest
43 Ring decisions, for

short
46 Resident
48 Glorified
50 King Cole
52 Mimic
54 Dear, in Dieppe
55 League variety
57 Iowa State’s city
58 Memorable sitcom
59 Certain phone nos.
61 Finials
63 Mud
64 African fox
65 Require
67 George’s brother
69 Compass dir.

Last week’s answers appear on the last page of Puzzle Island © 2020 Creators News Service.

1. Define clues, writing inWords column over
numbered dashes.

2. Transfer letters to numbered squares in diagram.
3. When pattern is completed, quotation can be

read left to right. The first letters of the filled-in
words reading down form an acrostic yielding the
speaker’s name and the topic of the quotation.

Clues Words

Quote-Acrostic

2/2

Last week’s

answers

appear on the

last page of

Puzzle Island

By Robert

O’Neill.

Edited by

Linda and

Charles

Preston.

© 2020

Tribune

Content

Agency, LLC.

All rights

reserved.
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Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

Sudoku
Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box in bold borders contains every digit
1 to 9.

Level:

Last week’s answers appear on the next page

2/2

Across
1 Learn to fit in
6 Wilson’s

predecessor
10 Eponymous 2000s

TV sitcom
14 Runs for it
18 Chili __: dish with

green sauce
19 Early Arizona

natives
20 Tourney format,

briefly
21 Siouan people
22 Show forwhich

Erika Slezakwon
sixDaytimeEmmys

24 Amt. rarely charged
25 Lahore tongue
26 Carried out
27 Theater sight
28 Films with depth?
30 Hayride seats
31 Hammed it up
33 Border range
34 Video poker basis
38 Homesecurity giant
39 Tom Joad, e.g.
41 Kolkata wrap
42 Heavymarble
44 Slime
45 Inflation spec
48 Capital north of

Syracuse
51 Window treatment
52 Rolled up
54 Scand. country
56 Gospel singer

Winans
57 It’s not good to be

behind it
59 It’s usually

attached to a house
63 Former Hanford

overseer: Abbr.
64 Key, perhaps
65 Management deg.
66 Charmingly rural
67 Takes in, say
70 LaMéditerranée,

e.g.
71 Hall of Fame

pitcher Blyleven
73 One always

reaching for the
Skyy?

74 Certain
incumbent’s rally
cry

76 1995 Hugh Grant
film

79 Década
components

80 Pride and envy
81 Barry Gibb, for one
82 Wing it
83 Aggravate
87 Immigrant’s subj.
88 Soup legume

90 Transmission need
93 “I’m on it, I’m on

it!!”
94 Ratted
95 Nevada Northern

RailwayMuseum
city

96 Symbol of
untouchability

99 Stand for a canvas
102 Swallow
105 Exhaust __
106 Set of schools that

includes Vassar
108 Sun-Maid product
110 Portland summer

hrs., perhaps
113 Theta follower
114 El __
115 2000s series set in

a funeral home
117 Shut (up)
118 Alaskan island

in the Eastern
Hemisphere

119 “Sorry, not for me”
120 Barrel racingmilieu
121 Flag
122 In the order given:

Abbr.
123 Sassy
124Whence the

Israelites fled

Down
1 Lifelong, as a fan
2 Seller of dogs
3 Like the Namib
4 Adobe file format
5 Disc golf starting

point
6 Attacks, knight-

style
7 Friend of François
8 Green Bay legend
9 Mao __-tung
10 Sent in
11 Pitcher of milk?
12 Pudelpointer, say
13 Time toggle
14 Site of Pei’s pyramid
15 Glass-roofed

lobbies
16 Runway walker
17 Grinch creator
19 Toughies
23 All __: including

everything
28 One of the halogens
29 “Yes, yes,

Dominique”
30 __ Scurry, 1999

Women’sWorld
Cup championship
U.S. team
goalkeeper

32 Evil intent
34 Brandy letters
35 Siamese, e.g.

36 Museumworks
37 Online program
40 2001 Peace Prize

sharer Annan
43 Poem of loss
45 Hospital supply
46 Word with best or

book
47 Cars in jams, say
49 “Star Trek”

franchise Klingon
50 2012 Best Picture
53 DH’s stat
55 Former 49ers

coach Bill
57 Nix
58 Bakery workers
59 Reach for the Skyy
60 Alpine goats
61 Monterey neighbor
62 Old-time cinemas
63 Collection plate

alternative
67 French 101 verb
68 Jockey strap
69 “Auld Lang __”
72 Dress (up) fancily
74 Mosaic pieces
75 Prevents, by law
77 Sherpa, commonly
78 Suffix with ump-
79 Astaire and a singer
82 Survey category
84 Fight stopper, for

short
85 Online response to

humor
86 Barely manage,

with “out”
89 Disturb
91 Most up in the air
92 Botches, with “up”
94 Option at the bagel

shop
97 Forget to mention
98 Academic job

security
99 Throw out
100Its name is derived

from Provençal
words for “garlic”
and “oil”

101 Stringed Asian
instrument

103 Homes in the
woods

104Nonsense
107 Engage in verbal

jousting
109 In the distance
110 Marine hazard
111 Word with sleep or

freeze
112 Pace with a wide

range of speeds
115 Guest in a team

owner’s skybox,
often

116 Eggy beverage

Last week’s answers appear on the next page © 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Jumble
Unscramble the six Jumbles, one letter per
square, to form six words. Then arrange the
circled letters to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by this cartoon.

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2020 Tribune

Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

This week’s answers appear on the next page

2/2

When inRome
ByMikePeluso

Edited byRichNorris and JoyceNichols Lewis
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“STEERING COMMITTEE”

Lastweek’s crosswords

“Timber”

“Em Dash”

Thisweek’s Jumble

(Joe) KEENAN: HIPSTERS FASHION:

Hipsters flashing porkpie hats, striped

gangster suits, gaudy checked shirts

and white saddle shoes have the con-

stitutional right to look like clowns, but

everyone else must behold this lurid

nerdishness.

Lastweek’sQuote-Acrostic

Lastweek’s Sudoku

island
puzzle

solutions

Today’s birthday

(Feb. 2): Together, you’re
invincible this year. Regular
practices likemeditation
and exercise build strong
foundations for inner
growth. Listen to your
heart,mind and body this
winter. Surmounting sum-
mer barriers to a group
project provides fresh
energy and vitality. Despite
challenges, your team can
triumph.

Aries (March 21-April
19): Today is an 8. Dis-
ciplined focus pays off.
Long-term financial gain
comes naturally with
steady action over time.
Watch for hidden lucrative
opportunities. A dream lies
within reach.

Taurus (April 20-May
20): 9. Take advantage of
an unexpected personal
opportunity. A long-desired
goal iswithin your grasp.
Your ownwisdom, passion
and creativity flowerwhen
you nurture yourself.

Gemini (May 21-June
20): 7.Make long-term
plans to fulfill a dream.
Love, intention and consis-
tent action are your secret
power.Work behind the
scenes. Plot andweave your
magic.

Cancer (June 21-July
22): 8. Together, you can
make unimaginable gains.
Teamwork can realize a

long-held dream. Love,
good fortune and strong
connections lead to awell-
deserved victory.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22):
8. An enticing professional
opportunity can lead to
unexpected advancement.
Luck, positive attitude and
disciplined efforts raise
your career status to new
levels.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): 8. Travels and studies
occupy you. Unexpected
deviations could yield
serendipitous reward.
Don’t be afraid of the
road less traveled. Listen
to intuition and common
sense.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):
9. If you’rewilling towork
for it, profitable ventures
beckon. Collaborate for
shared gain. Together, you
can create somethingwon-
derful; andmakemoney
too.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov.
21): 8. Partnership flowers
naturally. Do something fun
together, spontaneously.
You can do thatwithout
neglecting your responsi-
bilities. Your collaboration
could get delicious.

Sagittarius (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): 8. Focus on
your health and physical
performance. Unexpected
opportunities are worth

pursuing.What you’re
learning is making you
stronger. Strive for excel-
lence and find it.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): 9. Take advantage of
an unplanned chance for
greater love, passion and
fun. Put your heart into it.
Win extra points for involv-
ing family.Harmonize
together.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18): 8. Thingsmay not
go as planned at home.
Domesticmatters could
take an unexpected twist.
Graceful spontaneity can
win outsized rewards. Try
playfulness.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20): 9.Muses sing to you.
Write downwhat you
hear. Capture your bril-
liant ideas, speculations
andwonderings. Let your
creativity flow. Express
dreams, fantasies and
curiosities.

— Nancy Black, Tribune
Content Agency

Horoscopes

Q.1—Neither vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ 6 ♥ A K 7 2 ♦ K Q 9 6 4 ♣ 8 6 2

As dealer, what call would you make?

Q.2—North-South vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ A Q 10 ♥ A K 10 9 6 ♦ K 10 3 ♣ A Q

As dealer, what is your plan?

Q.3—East-West vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ K J 7 2 ♥ K 10 ♦ 10 7 5 ♣ K J 7 6

Right-hand opponent opens 2H, weak. What call would you

make?

Q.4—Both vulnerable, as South, you hold:

♠ Q 10 3 2 ♥ A 2 ♦ A J 7 4 ♣ A 7 4

Partner opens 1D and right-hand opponent overcalls 2C.

What is your plan?

Answers in Monday’s comics pages.

— Bob Jones
tcaeditors@tribpub.com

Bridge

This game challenges
you to find as many words
as you can, as quickly as you
can, in one master word.

FACTORY (FAK-tor-ee):

A building where goods are
manufactured; plant.

Can you find 21 or more
words in FACTORY?

Average mark: 16 words
Time limit: 30 minutes

Here are the rules:

1. Words must be four or
more letters. 2. Words that
acquire four letters by the
addition of an “s,” such as
“bats” and “cats,” are not
used. 3. Use only one form
of a verb — either“pose” or
“posed,” not both. 4. Proper
nouns and slang terms are
not used.

Answers to the word

game:

fact;factor;faro;foray;fort;
forty;fray;actor;arty;cart;
coat;craft;crafty;taco;taro;
tray;troy;tyro;orca;racy;
raft

WordGame

— Kathleen Saxe,
distributed by Andrews
McMeel Syndication for UFS
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‘GEM’ OF 
A ROLE

IDINA MENZEL 

IS FIERCE IN 

UNDERWORLD 

THRILLER

ANSWER 

ANGEL 
HOW TO GO GRAY 

GRACEFULLY

THE 

GOODS
STAY WARM WITH 

TROPICAL PRINTS

THE
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COVER STORY

Idina Menzel’s public persona is defined by her
starring role in a blockbuster children’s franchise
(the “Frozen” movies), a Tony Award-winning per-
formance in Broadway’s “Wicked” and a Christmas
album or two, so it’s more than a little jarring to see
her show up as Dinah, Adam Sandler’s estranged
wife, in Josh and Benny Safdie’s high-tension under-
world thriller “Uncut Gems.”

In just a handful of scenes with Sandler’s rakish,
charmingly duplicitous wheeler-dealer, Menzel
generates serious emotional heat, upping the stakes
of an already taut street-level drama.

“I just so yearned to be part of something that was
different from what people expected for me,” Men-
zel says. “I really feel like I haven’t had the opportu-
nity to show that kind of range.”

The Safdie brothers saw her in Joshua Harmon’s
Off-Broadway dark comedy “Skintight” and discov-
ered that she might make sense as a fierce, self-
possessed, well-heeled Long Island McMansionite.

She grew up lower middle class in Syosset, on
Long Island, and says she recognizes Dinah as an
“East Coast Jewish girl” like herself.

“Anyone who knows me knows that it’s just
where I live, literally and metaphorically. I know
that character, and I know many women like her.
And I’ve probably been known to act like her once in
a while, after maybe a couple of beers late at night.”

Though Dinah is largely absent from the main
setting of “Uncut Gems,” which takes place in and
around Manhattan’s Diamond District, Menzel said
that milieu also felt familiar.

“My father was a pajama salesman, so he was in
the Garment District, just a couple blocks from the
Diamond District.” She’d go visit him at work as a
little girl and go to the diner with him and his
friends. “It’s a world I know and feel comfortable in.”

The Safdie brothers’ films are marked by a docu-
mentary-style realism that couldn’t be further from
the storyboarding and careful scripting behind a
mass-market animated film like “Frozen.” Menzel
says that she was electrified by the Safdies’ ap-
proach, with its fast pace and allowance for improvi-
sation, and refers to “the frenetic, beautiful chaos

that they create.”
But she pushes back against the idea that “Uncut

Gems” posed a new kind of challenge. 
“Look, I’ve been singing professionally since I was

15 years old,” Menzel says. “I guess I have tough skin.

I know how to get up in front of an audience where
nobody gives a … and do my job. And then being a
creature of the theater and knowing that every night
is different and to welcome mistakes — I’m comfort-
able in that environment. I like spontaneity.”

Idina Menzel
is fierce in

‘Uncut Gems’ 
By Akiva Gottlieb
Los Angeles Times

JORDAN STRAUSS/INVISION 

“It’s a world I know and feel comfortable in.”
— Idina Menzel, on the milieu in “Uncut Gems”
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ANSWER ANGEL

Dear Answer Angel

Ellen: I’m 52 and I have
been going gray for years.
The gray used to be only at
the temples and now it’s
everywhere. My hair looks
like a tiger’s tail. What
should I do? If I color it
darker, I’ll have to keep it
up and there’s that pesky
grow-out line. I had
thought about having the
frosting thing with the cap
where they pull your hair
through with a crochet
hook. Do ladies still do
that? I don’t want to look
old.

— Rebecca S. 

Dear Rebecca: It’s called
highlights now and often it
involves “foils” (lightener
applied to selected strands
and wrapped in aluminum
foil). This is an excellent
solution to maximize your
time between trips to the
salon. Another trick is
colored spray or powder at
your hairline and your hair
part to cover gray regrowth
between salon visits. I’ve
seen more and more of this
root touch-up stuff in drug-
stores in the hair color aisle.
My favorite is Style Edit
Root Touch-Up Binding
Powder, which is not cheap
(amazon.com, $33.99).
Other brands’ touch-up
powder on Amazon do the
same thing for a lot less
money, but I haven’t tested
them to make sure they
don’t color my pillowcase
and clothing, which would
be a deal breaker. 

Dear Answer Angel

Ellen: A friend of mine has
been wanting to get mar-
ried for what seems like
forever. Headline: He’s
finally got a serious girl-

friend! She’s got a nice
personality and a nice
figure, but she has long,
stringy hair that makes her
look like a horse and prob-
ably is not age appropriate.
How do I politely tell her
she’d be a lot more attrac-
tive if she got a good hair-
cut?

— Anonymous

Dear Anon: If you want to
keep your friendship with
this fellow and his poten-
tial wife intact, stay out it.
Way far away out of it. This
is smack dab in the catego-
ry of, “You’d be so pretty if
you lost weight.” Don’t say
a word. It’s none of your

business.

Dear Answer Angel

Ellen: I have a pair of light
camel-colored leather
gloves I bought for $25 at
H&M several seasons ago.
How can I clean them?
There are black streaks on
the palms and underside of
fingers from use — gripping
handrails, etc.

— Polly A.

Dear Polly: The tag on
your gloves (thanks for
sending) shows that H&M
suggests professional
cleaning only. But that will
cost nearly as much as your
purchase price. First, try

the cheapest and simplest
method: water and a soft
white cloth, paper towel or
sponge. To avoid a water
ring, feather the edges as
you go (and whatever the
method, test on an incon-
spicuous spot first). If wa-
ter doesn’t do the job, try a
weak cleansing solution —
20 parts water to one part
Mr. Clean. There are sev-
eral good leather cleaners
and conditioners to try or
leather cleaner wipes (tar-
get.com, $3.89). Real Sim-
ple has a product to clean
leather furniture, but it
works for gloves too (ama-
zon.com, $10.99). Saddle
soap (walmart.com, $4.96)

is another answer. Spar-
ingly apply a small bit of
soap with a dampened
paper towel to the soiled
parts. Use a fresh damp
paper towel to clean away
the soap/grime. Air dry. Oh,
and next time think twice
before buying any light-
colored leather items —
including furniture. 

Reader Rant 1
I have no horror stories

to report other than the
continuous experience of
planned bra obsolescence.
As soon as I find a bra that
really works for me, the
maker discontinues it.

Grrrr.
— Catherine A.

From Ellen: We’ve all been
there. When you find
something you love, stock
up immediately on the
assumption that it will
soon be discontinued.

Reader Rant 2
I hid a spare house key

in one of those magnetic
boxes I bought at Walmart.
When my friend went to
fetch the hidden key, the
little box was rusted shut
and she couldn’t get the
key out. What the heck!
She had to take the darn
thing to the hardware store
to get someone to open the
“convenient” spare key
box.

— Marilyn P.

Reader Rant 3
Why does lotion come in

pump containers? It is
impossible to get the last
25% out without cutting
the container, which is not
safe and a pain. It needs to
be in tubes similar to tooth-
paste.

— Sharon R.

From Ellen: Stand it up-
side down (not easy; you’ll
have to prop it up). Tubes
are no better. I cut my
expensive sunscreen tube
to get at the last bit and
discovered at least 40% of
the sunscreen was still in
there. There are devices to
prop the pump container
upside down, but I’ve ne-
ver found one that really
works. Let’s hear from
readers on how they outfox
the manufacturers whose
packaging is so wasteful.

Now it’s your turn
Send your questions,

rants, tips, favorite finds —
on style, shopping, makeup,
fashion and beauty — to
answerangelellen@gmail
.com.

Solutions for when you’re going gray

Ellen Warren

Getting highlights is an excellent solution to maximize your time between trips to the salon.

DREAMSTIME
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THE GOODS

The spring fashion runways were an explosion of bold tropical prints.
Fendi showed leafy bucket hats and matching jackets in shades of green and
black; giant palm leaves clashed with polka dots at Dolce & Gabbana; and
Jennifer Lopez revived her iconic jungle print dress first seen at the 2000
Grammy Awards at the Versace show. Designers are also bringing
the tropical trend home — from Jonathan Adler’s sunny
ceramics to Amanda Lindroth’s rattan and raffia-
wrapped serving pieces. So let the sun shine
in and warm up your winter.

Warm up with
tropical prints

Vietri’s Into the Jungle platter is covered in 

hand-painted tropical leaves using a unique Italian

sponging technique. $135, onekingslane.com 

ONE KINGS LANE 

Tommy Bahama’s Palmiers palm-print

shower curtain gives you a daily serving of

tropical bliss. $39.99, nordstrom.com 

NORDSTROM 

For spring, Dolce & Gabbana 

mixed tropical prints for maximum

impact. us.dolcegabbana.com 

GETTY 

Fendi’s tropical-print bucket

hat and jacket warms up your

winter. fendi.com 

GETTY 

Tommy Bahama’s

Palmiers pillow 

lets you dream of

warm island breezes.

$49.99,

nordstrom.com

NORDSTROM 

Amanda Lindroth’s 

rattan-wrapped 

thermos keeps your 

coffee in tropical style. 

$180, amandalindroth.com 

AMANDA LINDROTH 

Brighten your home

with Jonathan

Adler’s stoneware

Utopia Sun. $198,

jonathanadler.com 

JONATHAN ADLER 

By David Syrek | Chicago Tribune
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FASHION

2010: Alexander 
McQueen dies 

The news that Alexan-
der McQueen had died at
age 40 shook the fashion
world to its core. The
British designer, consid-
ered one of the most
wildly creative fashion
designers of all time, cre-
ated some of the most
daring and provocative
designs to this day. 
— Kristin Larson

2010: Instagram
launches 

No one could have pre-
dicted the magnitude and
influence Instagram would
have on the fashion and
beauty worlds. Instagram
stars like Aimee Song used
the social media platform
to build their brand. Ac-
cording to Rakuten Mar-
keting’s 2019 survey on
influencer marketing, 80%
of consumers revealed
they made a purchase
recommended by an influ-
encer. — K.L. 

2010: Lady Gaga wears 
a meat dress

Leave it to Lady Gaga to
wear the first dress made
out of raw meat. It didn’t
spark any fashion trends
(thank goodness!), but
everyone remembers the
dress — it even has its own
Wikipedia page. Gaga
turned out in the steak
dress, at the MTV Video
Music Awards to make a
political statement, urging
the U.S. military not to
discriminate against gay
men and women. If you’d
like to see the dress up
close, the preserved ver-
sion resides at the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame. 
— K.L. 

2015: Rihanna wows at
the Met Gala

Talk about a fashion
moment — Rihanna in that
dramatic, over-the-top
yellow cape gown by Chi-
nese designer Guo Pei at
the Metropolitan Museum
of Art’s Costume Institute
Gala catapulted her into
fashion icon status. It had a
16-foot embroidered train,
but all eyes were on Queen
RiRi. From “the moment
when she walked in, late,
and stole the show from
virtually every celebrity in
the known world, was
truly a moment to behold.”
said Kerry Pieri, fashion
and features director at
HarpersBazaar.com. — K.L. 

2017: Fenty Beauty — 
at last, makeup for all
skin tones

Inclusivity hit the
beauty world big time
when Rihanna launched
Fenty Beauty, which now
offers 50 foundation
shades. The “Fenty Effect”
ensued, and other brands
followed. “People seeing
that they are considered by
brands, whether that be by
having your skin tone
available in makeup or via
size inclusion is not friv-
olous, it’s good business,”
Pieri says. — K.L.

2017: “Ugly” sneaker
mania takes over

The decade saw sneak-
ers rise to the level of de-
signer shoes, but who
would ever think huge-
soled, orthopedic-looking
sneakers would be fashion-
able? Think again. The
“ugly sneaker” may have
started with Balenciaga’s
Triple S and Louis Vuitton
Archlight style, but the
giant sneaker trend picked
up speed and continued
with designers like Gucci,
Prada and Coach. — K.L. 

2017: Athleisure is here
to stay 

Blame it on the rise in
sportswear or celebrities
like Jennifer Lopez and
Gigi Hadid rocking sweats,
hoodies and leggings in
their downtime, but ath-
leisure shows no signs of
slowing down. “Activewear
currently represents 24
percent of total apparel
industry sales and is fore-
cast to grow,” according to
a “Future of Apparel” study
by NPD Group. — K.L. 

2018: Chicago’s Virgil
Abloh becomes men’s
artistic director for
Louis Vuitton

Designer Virgil Abloh
had already gained a major
following with his Off-
White fashion label, but in
spring 2018, he ascended to
the position of men’s artis-
tic director for Louis Vuit-
ton, the iconic French
brand that represents the
height of luxury. From the
start, Abloh injected the
storied fashion house with
cool, youthful energy,
showing fluid silhouettes —
and his now-famous har-
ness designs. With the
appointment, Abloh be-
came Vuitton’s first black
designer and one of only
two black creative direc-
tors at a European luxury
fashion house.
— David Syrek

2018: Meghan Markle
steals the show

Call it the Meghan ef-
fect. Ever since Markle
became the Duchess of
Sussex, whatever fashion
brands the royal wears
benefit. Global fashion
search engine Lyst pro-
claimed Markle the “most
powerful dresser” of the
year, with her outfits spark-
ing on average a 216%
increase in searches for

similar pieces. The white-
and-blue Club Monaco
dress she wore in South
Africa sold out in less than
24 hours, following a 570%
spike in searches. — K.L.

2019: Karl Lagerfeld dies
Part designer, part cul-

tural superstar, Karl Lager-
feld was without a doubt
the most prolific and influ-
ential fashion designer of a
generation. As Chanel’s
creative director for 36
years, the iconic designer
with the white ponytail
and black shades pushed
the fabled fashion house
into the future by contin-
ually reinterpreting the
brand’s style. Through
collections that blended
the classic Chanel codes of
tweed, pearls and quilting

with elements of youth
culture from goth to
streetwear to surfer, Lager-
feld connected the brand
with a new, younger audi-
ence. — D.S.

2019: Fashion embraces
all women with 
size-inclusive fashion

The body positive move-
ment is here to stay, thanks
to icons like model Ashley
Graham, singer Lizzo and
social media influencer
Katie Sturino, and for the
first time, designers like
Dolce & Gabbana, Tanya
Taylor, Christian Siriano
and many more expanded
their size range. Online
retailer 11 Honoré, the first
retailer devoted to size-
inclusive designer fashion,
also made fashion history,

holding its first runway
show at New York Fashion
Week and showcasing
models from sizes 12 to 20.
It’s about time the fashion
industry listened—the
majority of U.S. women are
a size 14 and above, accord-
ing to Edited Retail Data. 
— K.L.

2019: Barneys New York
— end of an era

The bankruptcy and
closure of Barneys New
York, the legendary retailer
founded in 1923, proved no
retailer is immune to the
challenging retail climate.
Still, Barneys, from its uber
chic black shopping bags to
its iconic Route du Thé
fragrance to its iconic win-
dow displays, will be ter-
ribly missed. — K.L.

THE DECADE
IN FASHION

By Kristin Larson
and David Syrek
Chicago Tribune

From left: Instagram influencers change the face of fashion; inclusivity hits the beauty

world big time with Rihanna’s Fenty Beauty; legendary retailer Barneys closes; Chicago’s

Virgil Abloh is crowned artistic director of Louis Vuitton menswear; Ikram brings the fash-

ion world to Chicago; fashion mastermind Karl Lagerfeld dies; and the “ugly” sneaker rules. 

GETTY/NORDSTROM/IKRAM
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SAVVY SHOPPER

There are lots of bargains
online, but also plenty of
ways to get scammed, even
at established outlets like
Amazon.

How can you be sure
you’re reading a legitimate
review, not one coming
from a company employee?
How can you flag spon-
sored placements and other
ads — and protect your
credit card once you buy?

Although there’s no
magical solution, try some
of these practices to be a
savvier online shopper.

Reviewing the reviews
Online reviews at major

retailers such as Amazon
and Walmart and listing
services such as Yelp look
like a good place to get
firsthand information from
people who’ve tried a prod-
uct or merchant.

But investigations by The
Washington Post and Buzz-
Feed have described net-
works of fake reviewers
paid to inflate ratings for
lesser-known sellers on
Amazon. Merchants might
also have their own employ-
ees write favorable reviews,
or trash competitors. 

Amazon has waged a
legal battle against fake
reviewers since at least
2015, when it claimed in a
court filing that “an un-
healthy ecosystem is devel-
oping outside of Amazon to
supply inauthentic re-
views.” The Federal Trade
Commission recently set-
tled with a cosmetics mer-
chant that, it charged, had
its own managers create
fake accounts and direct
employees to write good
reviews on Sephora.com.

Beyond that, many so-
called social media influ-
encers also write reviews
after receiving free prod-
ucts.

Saoud Khalifah, who
founded the service
Fakespot to help consumers

avoid being influenced by
fake and biased reviews,
suggests looking beyond
text reviews. Search for
video reviews on YouTube;
you can at least tell that the
reviewer has used the
product, though it’s not
always easy to tell if they’ve
been compensated.

Text reviews can still be
helpful once you learn to
spot unusual patterns, such
as lots of five-star ratings in
a short period of time.

If a service lets people
rate reviews as helpful or
not, look for reviews with
an unusually high number
of “helpful” votes. Khalifah
said merchants might try to
game the system by artifi-
cially inflating favorable
reviews as helpful so they
show up more promi-
nently.

Another warning sign:
reviews that carry high or
low ratings without offer-
ing many specifics.

Other patterns are hard-
er to spot. A reviewer
might have been banned
from one service, but still

write for others. Websites
and apps such as Fakespot
can help by flagging the
same person’s reviews
elsewhere and offering a
revised rating. 

Dodge fakes
Just because you’re

shopping on Amazon
doesn’t mean you’re buying
from Amazon. The online
shopping giant, like eBay,
Walmart and others, has
vast third-party market-
places where anyone can
sell goods.

The problem: That’s
where fraudsters try to
sneak in their brand-name
counterfeits. 

In a report last year, the
U.S. Government Account-
ability Office said 20 of the
47 items it bought from
online stores with third-
party marketplaces were
counterfeit. It isn’t just
about getting duped; phony
products might be made
with toxic chemicals or
carry other risks.

One safeguard is to re-
search whom you’re buying

from. The “sold by” section
will list the seller’s name.
Look up its website to see if
there are negative reviews
or if the site looks unprofes-
sional. Blurry photos and
misspellings are red flags.
Others include sparse re-
views or complaints about
knockoffs.

Be sure to compare the
price to other sites. If it’s
much lower, you may be
looking at a phony. 

Coupons without 
the hunt

Save money by installing
browser extensions from
such companies as Honey,
RetailMeNot and Wikibuy.
A button will show up on
your web browser. Click to
automatically search for
and paste in discount codes
such as “CYBERDEAL”
when you’re ready to check
out. 

The companies have
other money-saving tools.
Honey, for example, lets
you track products and will
notify you when there’s a
price drop at Amazon,

Macy’s and other major
stores. 

Your options are more
limited on your phone.
Browser extensions work
only on traditional desktop
and laptop computers. 

Product placements
Amazon, eBay, Walmart

and Macy’s are among the
retailers that are stuffing
their online stores with ads
to make more money. 

Companies big and small
can bid to get their products
near the top of a store’s
search results. They look
just like regular product
listings, except for the word
“Sponsored.” You might
think that a product is
showing up at the top be-
cause it’s somehow better.

Instead, sellers typically
buy ads for their more
expensive products or ones
they have just launched to
get the product in front of
more shoppers and in-
crease the likelihood of a
sale, said Juozas Kaziuke-
nas, the founder of Market-
place Pulse, a market re-

search firm.
Before buying a product

that was an ad, make sure
that it fits what you’re
looking for and that there
isn’t a cheaper option.

Credit card safety
Once you’re ready to

buy, don’t hand your credit
or debit card number to
just anyone. Even if the
merchant is legitimate,
smaller businesses might
not have the resources to
keep up on security. That
could leave your data ex-
posed to hacking.

You can protect yourself
by using credit cards when
possible, as they offer bet-
ter protections than debit
cards. Federal law limits
liability to $50 if your num-
ber gets stolen — and banks
will often waive that en-
tirely. Though there has
been a decline in fraud
involving existing credit
card accounts, it still
amounted to $6.5 billion
last year, according to
estimates from the advis-
ory firm Javelin Strategy &
Research.

Some banks let you
create temporary numbers
that can be set to expire
once you make your pur-
chase, preventing mer-
chants from charging you
again down the road. And
of course, if the number
gets stolen, it won’t work.

Digital payment services
such as Apple Pay and
Samsung Pay also auto-
matically substitute your
card number with a digital
ID. But there aren’t that
many merchants that ac-
cept them for online trans-
actions.

You can also use PayPal
to keep merchants from
having your real card num-
ber. Instead, PayPal keeps
the number and makes the
payment on your behalf. Be
sure you’re paying a busi-
ness directly, as you get
some protections, includ-
ing reimbursements when
merchants ship damaged
or counterfeit items. 

How to avoid scams when shopping online
By Joseph Pisani 
and Anick Jesdanun
Associated Press

Beware of online reviews; networks of fake reviewers have been known to inflate ratings for companies. 

JENNY KANE/AP 
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SIMPLE STYLE

It goes without saying that everything looks dif-
ferent on a model than it does in real life, and over-
the-knee boots are no exception. On the catwalk
they seem effortlessly stunning and easy to pull off,
but in the real world they can be tricky to wear. They
make a statement and accentuate all your best fea-
tures, but don’t always agree with the rest of your
wardrobe. 

However, that doesn’t mean they aren’t worth a
try or won’t work with the right pieces. In fact, over-
the-knee boots can complement every single body
type.

For curvy ladies

Girls with curves can absolutely rock these boots
— it’s just all in how you do it. Go for a pair that hits
right above the knee and pair it with some dark
denim in a similar hue to create a long leg line. For a
more flirtatious look, try figure-hugging sweaters or
dresses that hit mid-thigh. Showing a bit of skin
between the boots and your outfit will up your sexy
while leaving something to the imagination.

Or, if you want to put multiple pieces to work,
embrace your curves with figure-hugging separates.
If you’re feeling bold, a miniskirt might do the trick.
If a miniskirt and boots feels too provocative, a pen-
cil skirt that hits just below the knee is appropriate
and sophisticated paired with over-the-knee boots.

For tall ladies

Over-the-knee boots might be the easiest for tall
girls to wear, though if you’d rather not draw atten-
tion to your height, this probably isn’t the look for
you. The length of the boots highlights your stems,
though you can temper their wow factor with easy,
understated shapes up top. If you’d rather not have
your legs as the centerpiece of your outfit, opt for an
easy sweater dress that hits right at the thigh and
gives a little breathing room between your boots and
your hemline.

However, if you really like playing up your long
legs, you can go for a statement pair, like lace-up
boots, a pair with a funky color or print or a slouchy
pair. A slouchy pair of over-the-knee boots, rather
than a tight pair, will accentuate your lower half,
making you look tall, lean and slender.

For athletic builds

If you have an athletic frame, over-the-knee boots
are a great way to accentuate your leg line. Wear
them with a pair of tights or jeans and keep your
look classic and cohesive with a matching sweater.
You can also try a slouchy pair under a midi dress for
an ultrachic winter look.

For the athletic gals who have the double blessing
of enviable biceps and gorgeous leg muscles, don’t
shy away from pairing your thigh-high boots with a
sleeveless minidress for a night out.

For petites

If you’re petite, proportion is key to pulling off
over-the-knee boots. Pair the long boots with a
shorter dress or skirt that barely meets the top of
your shoes. Top the look off with an oversized
jacket that takes just some of the attention away
from your legs.

For petites with shorter legs, play with the boot
length and don’t shy away from a minidress or skirt.

Over-the-knee, or thigh-high, boots can accentuate your best features regardless of your body type.

DREAMSTIME

Over-the-knee
boots can work for

every body type
By Aramide Esubi
Tribune Content Agency
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ACROSS

1. Mountain pool

5. Young animal

9. Reward: poetic

13. Absolve

15. Musical group

16. Carolina sound

17. ___ plate

18. Singer Peggy

19. Tournament draw

20. Men from 

Manhattan

22. Vehicles

24. Bring to court

25. Stored away

28. Spilled the beans

32. Dialect

33. Craft

34. ___ Abner

36. Recounted

37. Hay worker

38. Gambling game

39. Silkworm

40. Moisten

41. African area

42. Original 

inhabitants

44. Prize scholar

45. ___ de France

46. Brought to bay

48. Little spot

52. Intrepid airman

53. Popular prize

56. Similar

57. What solons do

60. Studied closely

61. English yeoman 

of the guard

62. Small barracuda

63. Gaelic

64. Trading ___

DOWN

1. River duck

2. Spindle

3. Morning wear

4. Compass pt.

5. Raveled

6. Having blades

7. Ocean: abbr.

8. Wales fl oral 

emblem

9. Fragment

10. Austen novel

11. Black

12. Actress Diana

14. Badge

15. English king

21. Actress Mary

22. Booted

23. Most 

hackneyed

25. Quote

26. Deck

27. Eyelashes

29. Once more

30. African antelope

31. Mournful music

33. English rebel 

Jack ___

35. Author Anita

37. Sloping edge

38. Provender

40. Cheated

41. Wisconsin 

product

43. Season ___

44. Brazilian city

47. Blows his top

48. Weakens

49. Splashy sound

50. Where Sligo is

51. European river

53. Renowned Roman

54. Amerinds

55. Impudent

58. Poetic 

contraction

59. Baby’s perch

MIND GAMES

Grab Bag

SOLUTION
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