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The tail fins gleam on a 1959 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz convertible on
display at McCormick Place, site of the annual Chicago Auto Show.
This year’s edition of the show, the 111th, offers the usual must-sees in

sports cars, pickup trucks and SUVs and hybrids. And there are some
cars have to be seen to be believed. The show runs from Saturday
through Feb. 18. AUTO SHOW PREVIEW GUIDE INSIDE ON THE TOWN

CHICAGO AUTO SHOW
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YOUR GUIDE TO THE RIDES

A Democratic state lawmaker
has filed a bill to legalize recre-
ational marijuana in Illinois that
likely goes further than other
legislators prefer, but it has
officially started the debate over
complex legislation that will
need to serve many interests.

The bill, introduced Jan. 25
by Rep. Carol Ammons of Ur-
bana, would allow licensed
businesses to grow and sell pot,
and residents to grow up to 24
plants at home.

The measure is unlikely to
pass because lawmakers are
expected to act on a more
restrictive proposal that’s been
in the works for more than a
year.

Among the more noteworthy
provisions, Ammons’ bill would
allow for the creation of on-site
consumption areas for custom-
ers to smoke or swallow the
drug.

The bill would also require 10
percent of the net income of a
marijuana business to go to the
local governing body, while also 

Bid to legalize pot in Illinois
would allow up to 24 plants
By Robert McCoppin 
and Dan Petrella
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Marijuana, Page 6

After state and national leaders
announced efforts to eliminate
the spread of HIV over the next
decade, those involved in preven-
tion efforts in Chicago applauded
the plan but questioned how it
would be carried out, particularly
when it comes to reaching those
who are disproportionately af-
fected by the disease.

Days after Gov. J.B. Pritzker
signed an executive order that
re-establishes funding for HIV
prevention and treatment pro-
grams, federal health officials
announced an endeavor they say
could slash new HIV diagnoses
nationally by 90 percent by the
year 2030. The U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services
plan — mentioned by President

Donald Trump in Tuesday night’s
State of the Union address — calls
for increased funding for existing
treatment programs and the cre-
ation of a new program to provide
medicine to high-risk communi-
ties.

The federal plan targets “geo-
graphic hot spots” across the
country that accounted for about
half of all new HIV diagnoses in
2017.

Cook County is among the
designated hot spots, and those

on the front lines of HIV preven-
tion and treatment in Chicago say
they share the Trump adminis-
tration’s goal, which they call a
realistic one. But some question if
and how the plan will be imple-
mented, given the administra-
tion’s track record on other public
health issues, and say challenges
remain in reaching at-risk com-
munities, including gay and bi-
sexual men of color, and low-

No new
HIV cases
by 2030? 
Advocates in Chicago
applaud Trump goal;
question the method

Patient services representative Christina Augustine helps a client at

the Howard Brown Health Center in the Rogers Park neighborhood. 
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By Kate Thayer
Chicago Tribune
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WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump appears to be
taking a more positive view of
Capitol Hill talks on border
security, according to negotia-
tors who struck a distinctly
optimistic tone after a White
House meeting with a top Re-
publican on the broad param-
eters of a potential bipartisan

agreement. 
Appropriations Committee

Chairman Richard Shelby, R-
Ala., said Thursday’s session in
the Oval Office was “the most
positive meeting I’ve had in a
long time” and that the presi-
dent was “very reasonable.” 

Down Pennsylvania Avenue
at the Capitol, the mood among
negotiators was upbeat, with
participants in the talks be-
tween the Democratic-con-
trolled House and GOP-held
Senate predicting a deal could
come as early as this weekend. 

There’s a Feb. 15 deadline to 

Talks over border wall
show a flicker of hope 
Participants hint a
deal could come as
early as the weekend
By Alan Fram and
Andrew Taylor
Associated Press

Turn to Border, Page 10

Hall of Famer Frank Robinson, the first black
manager in Major League Baseball and the only
player to win the MVP award in both leagues,
died Thursday. He was 83. Chicago Sports

FRANK ROBINSON 1935-2019

Hall of Famer, MVP was the
first black manager in MLB

The Illinois Senate voted
Thursday to raise the state’s min-
imum wage to $9.25 per hour next
year and to $15 per hour by 2025, a
big step toward giving Democratic
Gov. J.B. Pritzker an early victory
in the opening days of his term.

Illinois’ minimum wage of
$8.25 has stood since 2010, even as
Chicago and Cook County have
raised theirs. Now the bill to raise
the statewide wage moves to the
House, where Democrats led by
Speaker Michael Madigan could
change the proposal before it

lands on Pritzker’s desk. But top
Democrats, including the new
governor, said Thursday that they
do not believe changes are needed.

If the bill becomes law, Illinois
would be among the first states to
approve a minimum wage of $15
per hour, a goal set by the
labor-backed Fight for $15 move-
ment. California will hit that level
in 2022, Massachusetts will in
2023 and New Jersey in 2024. The
federal minimum wage remains
$7.25 per hour.

Pritzker has made putting Illi-
nois on that list his first legislative
priority, and he could sign the bill
before delivering his budget pro-
posal Feb. 20 if the House votes
next week. That would be a
high-profile win for Pritzker and 

State Senate passes $15 minimum wage bill

Sponsor Sen. Kimberly Lightford,

D-Maywood, right, is hugged by

Sen. Iris Martinez, D-Chicago,

after the Illinois Senate voted to

raise the state’s minimum wage. 

JUSTIN L. FOWLER/
STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER 

Rate to be in place 
by 2025; move a top
priority for Pritzker
By Dan Petrella
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Wage, Page 6
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■ On the Weather pages for Tuesday and Wednesday,
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For a while now when writing
about the Chicago mayoral race — the
vulgar dance of mincing weasels and
underfunded earnest reformers — I’ve
been repeating a phrase:

Wake up, Chicago. Wake up.
The city’s finances are a wreck.

Corruption is front and center in the
race for mayor. And there are just
weeks before Election Day on Feb 26.

The FBI has parked its big federal
bus outside City Hall, inviting the
aldermen to wire up and grab a seat or
stay outside, naked and afraid.

And who wants to go naked and
afraid in Chicago politics? Nobody.

But with all the stress that comes
with change, like pointing out the
right and wrong of things, saying no to
insiders who are used to hearing yes,
and telling the political cliques to step
off The Chicago Way to give taxpayers
a chance, a question:

Does Chicago really want change?
Or does Chicago merely want a

soothing personality for mayor, like,
maybe, the late Bob Ross?

Yes, Bob Ross, the bad and dead
landscape painter on public television
with the big poofy ’80s hair and the
soothing voice and tranquil painting
sounds that have been described in
news reports as “brain orgasms.”

This is not about sexuality, it is
about soothing. And doesn’t America
need soothing?

Ross, in death, has become a phe-
nomenon — a mythic cult figure if you
will — in the growing “ASMR commu-
nity” worldwide.

ASMR stands for autonomous
sensory meridian response.

Don’t worry, I am not an acolyte,
not yet anyway, though millions swear
by the soothing techniques. But I am
fascinated as to how it will be used
politically.

ASMR uses soft, soothing sounds —
for example, Ross’ voice and his light
brush on canvas, or the sound of silk
between fingers, or, more recently,
Zoe Kravitz whispering gently into a
microphone while selling beer in a
Super Bowl commercial.

All these are said to be pathways to
tranquil, stress-free lives.

And with the feds clomping around
City Hall and taxes going up and in-
siders asserting themselves, Chicago
could certainly use some ASMR tran-
quility.

To some it might sound like hypno-
sis, or people willing to be herded and
rocked to sleep. But don’t Americans
want a safe space?

“Oh, Bob Ross?” said one of my
sons, a college student. “Everybody
knows who Bob Ross is.”

You do?
I didn’t know who he was — be-

cause who watches PBS during the
day — until an editor mentioned
ASMR to me and said it was “a thing
in The New York Times.”

He knew the importance of Bob
Ross.

“By now, you may have heard of the
phenomenon of A.S.M.R., the sooth-
ing, static-like sensation that some
people feel in response to certain
triggers,” gushed The New York
Times. “These ‘brain tingles’ are often
said to pulsate on the scalp or back,
putting people into a state of calm and
pleasure so deep that it is often de-
scribed as a ‘brain orgasm.’

“You may have even experienced
the feeling yourself by accident, while
getting a haircut or watching old
videos of the PBS star Bob Ross paint.”

Would you like to know more? Of
course you would.

On YouTube, according to the
Times, recordings by ASMR artists get
millions of views. Many years ago,
people read the Bible to relax. Now
they watch ASMR videos of people
playing or making mouth sounds.
Anything that rustles, but gently, just
on the edge of sound.

Like the sound of falling snow
when you were a child in bed, listen-
ing.

It turns out Bob Ross, who died in
1995 and was a former Air Force
sergeant, could quickly make soothing
landscape paintings. And with his
soothing voice, well, it was all quite
soothing.

On one website dedicated to Ross
and ASMR, there were several quotes
attributed to him, and these were

soothing too.
“We don’t make mistakes. We just

have happy accidents.”
And: “It’s so important to do some-

thing every day that will make you
happy.”

“We want happy paintings. Happy
paintings. If you want sad things,
watch the news.”

But he could also be quite political,
yet soothingly so.

“That’s a crooked tree. We’ll send
him to Washington.”

Yay, Bob Ross.
I’m almost tempted to remind

people who love Bob Ross that he
occupies an archetypal role of a
charming but slow-witted gardener in
the Jerzy Kosinski novel “Being
There.”

His name was Chance, and he
spoke in simple terms about garden-
ing, but Americans thought he was an
economic and political genius and
wanted to make him president.

The late Peter Sellers played him in
a movie, but we forget.

And we’ve forgotten another sooth-
ing story of sorts, one I’ve mentioned
before.

It’s “Silent Snow, Secret Snow” by
Conrad Aiken, about a boy named
Paul who finds refuge in the hissing
sound of falling snow and shuts him-
self off from the world.

The snow has told him a story that
“gets smaller and smaller,” and finally,
“the hiss was now becoming a roar —
the whole world was a vast moving
screen of snow — but even now it said
peace, it said remoteness, it said
sleep.”

Who doesn’t like sleep and peace
and quiet?

Not me. I hate it. There’s plenty of
time for peace and quiet when you’re
dead, dammit.

Wake up, Chicago. Wake up.

Listen to “The Chicago Way” podcast
with John Kass and Jeff Carlin — at
www.wgnradio.com/category/wgn-
plus/thechicagoway.

jskass@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @John_Kass

Bob Ross, then-host of the public TV show “The Joy of Painting,” appears on a screen in the background while Sen. Tom
Coburn, R-Okla., left, and Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., conduct a news conference in 2009.

TOM WILLIAMS/CQ-ROLL CALL 2009

John Kass

Maybe mayor city really needs
is Bob Ross, and a little ASMR
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What are the anniversaries
you never forget?

One of mine, Feb. 7, occurred
this week, a date seared into
my brain as indelibly as Christ-
mas, New Year’s and my birth-
day. It’s my parents’ wedding
anniversary.

I usually remember the day
without prompting, which I
did Thursday, but even if I
were to forget, I’d be reminded
because one or another of my
siblings inevitably calls or
writes to say, “Hey, it’s Mom
and Dad’s wedding anniversa-
ry.”

We’re not overtly sentimen-
tal about it. It’s just that we
remember, and in remember-
ing, take note. We may spend a
moment ruminating on how
complicated their marriage
was, but we don’t linger. We
laugh, we sigh, we move on.

But why, I found myself
wondering Thursday, when the
brain is clogged with so many
dates and memories, does that
date stick?

Why does any date, except
your birthday, stick when so
many others flutter into oblivi-
on?

One of my brothers specu-
lates we remember Feb. 7 be-
cause it was always honored in
our house when we were grow-
ing up. The date was drilled
into us by our father, who,
despite his tough and some-
times mean ways, was the more
sentimental of our parents
about all things familial. Maybe
he cared about the date so
much because he knew it was
the luckiest day of his life.

When I ask people if they
remember their parents’ wed-

ding anniversaries, some do
and some don’t. Some point out
their parents weren’t married.

“I think it’s Jan. 6, but cer-
tainly not sure!” said one col-
league. “And no idea what
year.”

Not even the year? Believe
me, he would have known the
year if he’d been born, as I was,
only nine months after the
wedding. He would have spent
his childhood counting those
months to make sure there
were nine. In those days, a
child needed to prove there
had been no premarital hanky-
panky. That’s one reason I

remember.
If Facebook is any gauge,

many people know and care
about the date of their parents’
marriage. Nearly every day, I
see anniversary salutes, either
to parents still living or to
those, like mine, long gone.
Most are happy tributes to
happy couples, though we all
know happiness on Facebook is
often a thin veneer.

Some people who remember
their parents’ anniversaries are
anniversary addicts. They
remember, and mark, a wide
array of dates, from the person-
al to the historical.

I have a friend who remem-
bers the birth and death dates
of various literary figures, along
with the dates of his parents’
deaths and other events too
numerous to mention.

I, in contrast, can’t keep the
death dates of my parents
straight, though Sept. 18 shines
in my mind like a lighthouse.
It’s the day I arrived at college
and sensed my life was about to
radically change. I always take
a moment on that date to say
thanks.

Anniversaries are a way not
only of marking time but of
organizing it. They keep the

past in view. They’re a way of
connecting the dots from then
to now, of keeping our vanished
people with us.

“The calendar fills up with
ghosts as we go along in life,
doesn’t it?” said my colleague
Eric Zorn when I asked if he
knew the date of his parents’
wedding. He did. They cele-
brated their 65th anniversary
on Jan. 28, a date he figures
he’ll always remember.

On Thursday, 66 years after
my parents were married, my
youngest sister called. She
mentioned their anniversary. I
knew she would. She remem-
bers all the dates in our family
— birthdays, death dates, mov-
ing day dates — even though,
due to the peculiarities of her
mind, she remembers nothing
about her own life before the
age of 9.

“How do you always remem-
ber our parents’ wedding anni-
versary?” I asked her.

She couldn’t say, but she did
say, “They were really blessed
that they stayed married all the
way till Dad died. Pretty amaz-
ing, huh?”

Given the trouble they en-
dured together, it was, yes,
amazing.

My parents’ marriage was
not one any of their children
would want for themselves,
but, in their different ways they
loved each other, and for better
or worse, they stuck it out till
death parted them, when my
father was 60. If they hadn’t
been linked in holy matrimony
on Feb. 7, 1953, in St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Macon, Ga.
— two young people radiant
with hope, unable to guess
what lay ahead — my seven
siblings and I wouldn’t be here.

For that, we’re forever grate-
ful, and so we pause to remem-
ber.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MarySchmich 

Why we remember some dates,
like our parents’ anniversary ...

( ... and we forget so many others) 

Mary Schmich

Mary Ellen Findlay marries F. George Schmich on Feb. 7, 1953, in St. Joseph Catholic Church in Macon,

Ga. If Facebook is any gauge, many people know and care about the date of their parents’ marriage. 
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R&B musician R. Kelly says he
wrote the hit “I Believe I Can Fly”
in four days. It took just four
minutes to write “When A Wom-
an Is Fed Up.”

But the songs didn’t come to
him during regular working
hours. “I have never been creative
or worked between the hours of 9
a.m. and 5 p.m.,’’ Kelly says in a
sworn affidavit filed Thursday in
Cook County court.

He’s most creative, he says,
between 8 p.m. and 7 a.m. That’s
why his recording studio at 219 N.
Justine St. looks like he lives in it,
which would be in violation of city
zoning laws.

“Creativity manifests in various
ways and a plethora of times,” he
says in the document, filed in
response to city attorneys who say
the studio not only has been
illegally used as living space but is
“too potentially dangerous to al-
low the tenant to use the building

at all.”
Last month, building inspectors

identified 67 building code viola-
tions, including an illegal steam
room and sauna, a wobbly stair-
case unfixed to the wall, no smoke
alarms in the upstairs areas, and
clothes and debris piled under-
neath stairwells.

City attorneys also gave Judge
Patrice Ball-Reed pictures from
inside the studio that show toilet-
ries in a bathroom, bathrobes on
hooks, and piles of clothes and
mattresses on the floor. Other
photos showed a closet area
stuffed with boxes, a microwave
oven, an inflatable couch and two
beds, one with a large teddy bear.

The judge limited Kelly to using
the studio only during normal
business hours and ordered the
second-story living quarters to be
shut down.

The inspection was not related
to any possible criminal investiga-
tion involving the Chicago musi-
cian following the Lifetime docu-
mentary series “Surviving R.
Kelly,” which aired earlier this
year and renewed attention on
sexual abuse allegations that have
dogged Kelly for decades.

During a hearing Thursday, the
city claimed someone continues
to live in the studio and that many
of the dangerous conditions still
exist. One of the beds has not been
removed. “Our position is that
they haven’t abided by the court
order,’’ city attorney Kim Roberts
said following a nearly hourlong
hearing at the Daley Center. “We

feel that the building should not
be used.”

But Kelly’s lawyer insisted they
were “making progress.’’ Attorney
Stephen Peck told the judge that
Kelly has not used the space since
January, that all the clothing is
“gone” and that “progress has
been made’’ on repairs. “All the
work will be done,’’ he said.

As for the limited hours im-
posed on the studio, another
lawyer for Kelly argued that re-
cording studios are typically used
around the clock. Saying Kelly can
only use the studio during normal
business hours is “tantamount to a
stop work order,” he said.

Kelly himself made that argu-
ment in a two-page affidavit filed
with the judge.

He said he lives at Trump
Tower and uses the studio on
Justine “during the evening and
night time between the hours of 8
p.m. and 7 a.m. These hours of use
are consistent with many other
recording studios in Chicago and
other cities around the country.”

Kelly claimed limiting the
hours he can work in the studio
has “impacted my music and my
ability to make any money. This
inability to use my studio has not
affected the landlord’s expecta-
tion that rent must be paid.

“I seek the ability to be able to
work again,” he concludes.

The judge in the case delayed
any decision in the case at least
until Friday.

rsobol@chicagotribune.com

Not 9-to-5er: R. Kelly explains studio’s lived-in look
R&B singer would be in
violation of zoning laws

By Rosemary Sobol
Chicago Tribune

R. Kelly says songs don’t come to him during normal working hours,

which is why his studio looks lived in.

CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS 

A Chicago Public Schools
teacher enlisted a childhood
friend to beat one of her fourth-
grade students with thick leather
belts in a West Side school bath-
room, a federal lawsuit filed
Thursday contends.

Asia Gaines, the mother of the
9-year-old boy, filed the suit in U.S.
District Court, claiming her son’s
homeroom teacher at Tilton Ele-
mentary School made arrange-
ments with her friend to disci-
pline the boy using excessive
force.

Police and court records show
the teacher, Kristen Haynes, and
her friend, Juanita Tyler, were
both charged with misdemeanor
battery in connection with the
alleged beating. Haynes remained
on paid leave from CPS while an
internal investigation continues, a
CPS spokeswoman confirmed.

According to the lawsuit, when
the boy arrived at school on Sept.
20, Haynes and Tyler, who was not
a school employee, “physically
grabbed him and dragged him
down the hallway to the boys
bathroom.” There, Haynes sup-
plied Tyler with two leather belts
that Haynes kept in her classroom

and then left the boy alone with
Tyler, who beat him multiple
times with the belts, according to
court and police records.

Tyler also slapped the boy with
her open hand, according to a
police report, which said Tyler,
who is distantly related to the boy,
was charged with domestic bat-
tery causing bodily harm.

The lawsuit claims that the two
women coordinated and planned
the attack as a form of corporal
punishment against the boy,
though the suit asserts there was
no justification for the alleged
beating.

The boy was “hardly a ‘problem
child’ in Ms. Haynes’ classroom —
far from it,” the suit contends. “He
was punished either for some-

“Despite the serious risk of
re-traumatization, (the boy) has
returned to Tilton because CPS
refuses to pay for transportation to
a new school, a cost his mother
cannot afford,” attorney Al Hofeld
Jr. said in a news release. “Since
his return, (the boy) continues to
feel unsafe, students have bullied
him while a teacher laughed, and
his new homeroom teacher treats
him with impatience.”

Records obtained by the Trib-
une also show Tyler was a licensed
foster parent as recently as 2016
but that, three times that year, the
Cook County public guardian’s
office asked the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family
Services to suspend the placement
of children in her care.

The public guardian’s request
stemmed from concerns about the
welfare of two children, ages 15
months and 14 years, who were in
Tyler’s custody but were sub-
sequently removed, the records
show.

It’s not clear if or when DCFS
stopped placing foster children
with Tyler, but an agency spokes-
man said Thursday that there are
no wards currently in her care.

Haynes, Tyler and the Chicago
Board of Education are named as
defendants in the suit, which
seeks unspecified compensation
and punitive damages.

echerney@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ElyssaCherney

been diagnosed with post-trauma-
tic stress disorder and “is expected
to require extensive, long-term
psychotherapy.”

Gaines, 31, who works as a chef,
said she learned about her son’s
injuries after her sister picked him
up from school that day and
noticed the marks on his body.
The boy’s sister, who was in the
same classroom, told her mom
that her brother’s cries in the
bathroom could be heard by the
students in the classroom.

“School is a safe haven for kids,
and kids are supposed to be
protected no matter what,” Gaines
said. “Teachers are supposed to
protect kids from hurt, harm or
danger, and she failed to.”

Haynes, 50, was removed from
the classroom amid an investiga-
tion into the “deeply concerning
allegations,” CPS spokeswoman
Emily Bolton said in a release.
“Every student deserves a safe
learning environment and the
district will not tolerate actions
that place students in the way of
harm.”

The misdemeanor charges re-
main pending against both wom-
en, according to court records.
Neither Haynes nor Tyler could be
reached for comment Thursday.

Bolton said the district is work-
ing with the school to ensure
support is available for the student
and the family, but Gaines’ attor-
ney said officials are not doing
enough.

thing he did not do or for laughing
in class with another boy the
previous day.”

According to the lawsuit, once
alone in the bathroom with the
boy, Tyler, 56, commanded that he
pull his pants down and when he
refused, she “lost her temper and
began striking the boy” over his
clothes with the belts, “landing
blows on his back, buttocks and
legs, breaking the skin and leaving
abrasions on his body.”

After the alleged beating, the
boy was brought back to his
classroom in tears and, in front of
his classmates, “sat at his desk all
morning and sobbed uncontrol-
lably, publicly shamed and humili-
ated by the experience,” the suit
states. It claims the boy has since

Lawsuit: Teacher allowed friend to beat 4th-grader with belt
Both charged with
battery; woman placed
on paid leave by CPS
By Elyssa Cherney
Chicago Tribune

Asia Gaines, the mother of a 9-year-old boy who was allegedly beaten

with belts at Chicago’s Tilton Elementary School, speaks Thursday

during a news conference with attorney Al Hofeld Jr. 
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and Rosemary Sobol last week.
Payne told DeGeneres she was

turned down by a number of
hotels and motels before landing
on the Amber Inn.

“As I get to calling around, no
one wanted them,” Payne said, “It
wasn’t good for business. … One
motel, actually, when I called, it
was the Amber Inn, the manager
picked up and said, ‘Absolutely.
Whatever you need. Whatever
you want.’ ”

(Cue a hearty round of ap-
plause for the Amber Inn.)

Payne said she initially re-
served 30 rooms for one night,
but when she shared what she
was doing on social media, dona-
tions from friends and strangers
poured in.

“By the time we looked up, we
were able to secure five nights
and 72 rooms,” Payne told De-
Generes. “We helped over 122 — it
was 122 people.”

As DeGeneres is wont to do,
she handed Payne a giant check.
It was for $25,000, donated from
Walmart, where Payne and her
friends purchased a lot of the
supplies they donated to the
people taking temporary shelter
in the Amber Inn.

After the commercial break,
DeGeneres handed her another
check.

“I decided during the break, I
made a phone call,” DeGeneres
said. “I called Walmart, and I
asked them to give you another
$25,000.”

Candice Payne, the hero/saint/
embodiment of all that’s good and
strong about Chicago, stopped by
“The Ellen DeGeneres Show” on
Wednesday.

“Last week the polar vortex
caused some of the coldest tem-
peratures in U.S. history, making
the city of Chicago colder than
Antarctica,” DeGeneres told her
studio audience. “Our next guest
used money out of her own
pocket to buy hotel rooms for
more than 100 homeless people
in her community. She did it with
no expectation of anything in
return, and that is the type of
person I want to meet.”

And in walked Payne, to the
sweet melody of Beyonce singing
“Halo.”

Payne and her husband and a
group of their friends sprang for a
block of rooms last week at the
Amber Inn at 39th Street and
Michigan Avenue, and trans-
ported more than 100 people who
were living in a homeless camp
near Roosevelt Road and Des
Plaines Avenue to stay overnight.

“This is just regular people
trying to help,” Payne told Trib-
une reporters Madeline Buckley

Payne said she plans to pur-
chase multiunit buildings around
Chicago and turn them into hous-
ing for homeless people. She’s
raising money through a Go-
FundMe page for her cause.

She’s also showing the world a
side of Chicago that all too often
goes unseen.

This city is a punching bag for
politicians and pundits who like
to use our violence and our heart-
break and our challenges to push
an agenda about, oh, you name it
— gun laws, Democrats, immi-
grants.

But for every person trying to

With the cooperation of a
motel manager.

With the knowledge that
deeply entrenched social prob-
lems — specifically poverty and
homelessness — don’t go away
overnight, but incrementally
chipping away at the pain they
cause is better than doing noth-
ing.

This is just regular people trying
to help.

That’s the Chicago Way we
don’t talk enough about.

hstevens@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @heidistevens13

callously capitalize on Chicago’s
problems, there are a dozen peo-
ple working their brains and
muscles and hearts out to solve
them. That’s been my experience
anyway, as a journalist and a
parent and a neighbor and a vol-
unteer.

Payne is the perfect example.
She saw a problem — people are
living on the streets, and the
streets are about to be plunged
into a life-threatening deep
freeze. She looked for, and found,
a solution — a place willing to
offer them warmth and shelter.

With the help of her friends.

On ‘Ellen,’ a side of
Chicago that too

often goes unseen

Candice Payne, of Chicago, appears on “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” in Los Angeles, where she was given a

$50,000 donation for paying for a block of rooms for the homeless amid subzero temperatures last week. 
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Heidi Stevens
Balancing act 
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During a visit to Chicago
on Friday, former Vice Pres-
ident Al Gore is expected to
endorse the mayoral cam-
paign of Bill Daley, the
chairman of his historic
2000 presidential campaign
that ended in defeat after a
protracted recount effort.

Daley, a former U.S. Com-
merce secretary, also will be
unveiling his plan to ad-
dress climate change, a
topic that Gore has been
heavily involved in both in
the U.S. and internationally
since leaving public office.

“Bill Daley has a proven
track record of achieving
results for the people he is
serving,” Gore said in a
statement. “The climate cri-
sis is an urgent threat, and
cities are on the front lines
of the impacts and the
solutions. Bill Daley is the
right person to ensure that
Chicago leads by tackling
this issue head-on. I’ve re-
lied on him during impor-
tant moments in my career,
and I want others to know
that they can rely on him as

Mayor of Chicago.”
The endorsement from

Gore comes a day after
Daley backed out of a tele-
vised debate at the last
moment Thursday evening,
citing a desire to accept the
endorsement of a plumbers
union instead. Daley’s deci-
sion to drop out of the
Thursday night televised
debate also came on the
same day the Chicago Trib-
une published a story about
a 1970s scandal in which,
according to testimony and
court records, his licensing
test to sell insurance was
tampered with so he would
pass.

In an interview on
Thursday, Daley, 70, dis-
missed the story about his
insurance license exam.

Gore will join Daley on
Friday afternoon to discuss
how, if elected mayor, Daley
plans to tackle gas emis-
sions, increase the use of
clean energy and advocate
for an expansion of the CTA
Red Line on the South Side
to get more cars off the road.

lbowean@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @lollybowean 

Former VP Gore to
endorse Daley’s bid
By Lolly Bowean
Chicago Tribune

Chicago mayoral candi-
date Bill Daley backed out of
one of the few televised
debates ahead of the Feb. 26
election on Thursday, open-
ing himself up to a series of
free shots from his oppo-
nents and raising fresh criti-
cism that he has relied
heavily on television ads
while attending few public
forums to speak directly to
voters.

Daley’s decision to bail
on a debate he agreed to
participate in weeks ago
also came on the same day
the Chicago Tribune pub-
lished a story about a 1970s
scandal in which testimony
and court records showed
his licensing test to sell
insurance was tampered
with so he could pass an
exam he already had
flunked once. Daley insisted
he didn’t bow out of the
debate to avoid criticism,
but because he thought it
more important to go ac-
cept the endorsement of a
plumbers union.

The former U.S. Com-
merce secretary’s absence
became a dominant theme
at the debate, hosted by the
Lincoln Forum and WFLD-
Ch. 32. The Daley devel-
opment took some of the
heat off of Cook County
Board President Toni
Preckwinkle, who found
herself facing a series of
political attacks for the sec-
ond straight night, this time
for her support from major
public employee unions and
her previous backing of
ousted former Cook County
Assessor Joe Berrios.

Fox 32 political editor
Mike Flannery held up a
front page of Wednesday’s
Tribune with the story de-
tailing the insurance exam
scandal and asked the can-
didates to weigh in on
Daley’s absence.

Mendoza fired first,
mockingly saying hello to
Daley at home and remind-
ing the audience that she
had criticized him the night
before for co-chairing for-
mer Republican Gov. Bruce
Rauner’s transition com-
mittee.

“He immediately lost his
cool, and today there is one
bad story about him and he
wilts like a little flower,”
Mendoza said. “This is a
problem. We’re running for
mayor of Chicago here.”

City Hall veteran Gery
Chico then noted it was
Daley who had issued a
public letter in December to
local broadcast stations call-
ing for a series of televised
debates, which stated, “The
people of Chicago deserve
to hear how mayoral candi-
dates will address the is-
sues.”

“This is the same person
who put out a press release,
calling for a number of
televised forums, and he
misses the first one,” said
Chico, who served in a
number of appointed posi-
tions under Daley’s brother,

former Mayor Richard M.
Daley. “I don’t know how in
the world you can hold
yourself up for this office
and avoid this to go to an
endorsement.”

Former Chicago Public
Schools CEO Paul Vallas
was called on to replace
Daley at the event, which
was the most narrowly tai-
lored to date, inviting just
five presumed front-run-
ners among the 14 candi-
dates on the ballot.
Businessman Willie Wilson
and Preckwinkle did not
address Daley’s absence,
but Vallas did.

“I always had a vision to
replace a Daley,” Vallas
joked as the large crowd
gathered at the Union
League Club in the Loop
erupted in laughter. “I’m
not surprised he ducked
out, and I agree with Su-
sana, when he gets the
tough questions, he wilts.”

After other candidates
criticized Fox 32 for not
including them in the fo-
rum, the station added a
second debate that will be
taped Friday morning. Da-
ley’s campaign said late
Thursday that he would
participate in that one.

Flannery said Daley’s
campaign called him just
two hours before Thurs-
day’s debate to cancel. An
hour later, Daley appeared
at a hastily called news
conference at a West Town
plumbers hall to say he had
made a judgment call to be
with “normal people”
rather than attend another
forum. He scoffed when
asked about criticism that
he was scared to debate his
opponents.

With supporters holding
blue and white “Plumbers
for Daley” signs behind
him, the former White
House chief of staff an-
nounced the endorsement
of the Chicago Journeymen
Plumbers and Technical
Engineers Local 130. The
union previously backed
Daley’s brother for mayor
and last cycle served as a
major backer of Mayor
Rahm Emanuel, who has
raised water rates to pay to
replace hundreds of miles
of water and sewer mains
throughout the city, cre-
ating jobs for the union’s

members.
Skipping the debate led

to a fresh round of criticism
that Daley is running a Rose
Garden campaign, avoiding
most community forums
and leaning on his war chest
of $5.5 million to air expen-
sive television ads, in which
he has promised a property
tax freeze and offered the
slogan, “No more excuses.”

Asked about that narra-
tive, Daley looked around
and said, “This is an event.

This is with normal people.
I don’t see any roses here.”

The focus on Daley’s de-
bate ducking provided
some political cover for
Preckwinkle, who again
spent much of Thursday’s
forum on her heels. Preck-
winkle attempted to defend
her record against the at-
tacks, but took on the pos-
ture of a front-runner by not
slinging any political mud
back at her opponents.

Chico attacked Preck-

winkle for her campaign
being “90 percent funded”
by two unions — the Chi-
cago Teachers Union and
the Service Employees In-
ternational Union.

“You cannot in good con-
science argue the interests
of the citizens of Chicago
when you are a wholly
owned subsidiary of those
two unions,” Chico said to
Preckwinkle. “It’s not pos-
sible.”

“That’s not true,” Preck-

winkle rebutted, saying
she’s always sought as much
broad campaign support as
possible while noting that
she’s made responsible, but
difficult budget cuts at the
county that included laying
off “1,500 employees, most
of whom were union repre-
sentatives.”

State campaign finance
records show Chico’s math
wasn’t quite right. Of the
more than $3.7 million
Preckwinkle has raised to
date, $2.3 million — or about
61 percent — is from funds
tied to SEIU or the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers,
the national parent union of
the CTU.

Chico said she would
“cave, cave, cave, cave” to
the interests of those prog-
ressive unions and raise
taxes, while Preckwinkle
listed a series of budget cuts
and workforce reductions
at the county.

Wilson then sided with
Chico, telling Preckwinkle,
“If someone gave you $2
million or $3 million, you’re
already bought.”

As the crowd cheered
Wilson, Preckwinkle
replied, “I am grateful for
the support I have gotten
from labor unions and the
working people of Chicago.”

bruthhart@chicagotribune.com
gpratt@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BillRuthhart 
Twitter @royalpratt 

Daley backs out of Chicago mayoral debate
Move gives
Preckwinkle some
political cover 
By Bill Ruthhart 
and Gregory Pratt
Chicago Tribune

Mayoral candidates Paul Vallas, from left, Susana Mendoza, Gery Chico, Willie Wilson and Toni Preckwinkle attend the Fox

32 Chicago Mayoral Forum on Thursday at the Union League Club. 
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Mount Prospect will issue a
new village vehicle sticker after
some residents criticized the orig-
inal sticker’s inclusion of an al-
tered American flag image, a
symbol originally conceived to
show support for police but that
has instead become associated
with white nationalism.

The recalled sticker featured an
image of a black and white
American flag with a single blue
stripe at the bottom. The image is
the symbol of Blue Lives Matter,
which describes itself as a law
enforcement support group, and
it is intended to represent the “the
thin blue line” of police officers
who provide public safety.

But the blue line flag has been
on display at white nationalist
rallies, including the 2017 march
in Charlottesville, Va., during
which a counterprotester died

after being by hit a car driven by a
man later convicted of murdering
her.

Mount Prospect Mayor Arlene
Juracek said Thursday that the
village began getting negative
feedback about the sticker shortly
after it went on sale this month.
The sticker’s imagery was in-
tended to pay tribute to the police
department and to draw attention
to a new beat structure the

department implemented as a
community policing initiative.

“That was the 100 percent
innocent reason to put it on the
new sticker. But that symbol has
been co-opted by white suprema-
cists,” Juracek said Thursday, the
day after the village announced a
new design on its website.

“The decision to produce a
newly designed vehicle sticker
addresses those concerns and

acknowledges the fact that some
residents stated they would feel
uncomfortable placing the sticker
on their vehicle,” the village said
on the website.

Two residents spoke against
the blue line sticker at Tuesday’s
Village Board meeting, according
to a video recording. A man who
said he took part in the citizens
police program said the Blue
Lives Matter flag lacks nuance
and has been the subject of
lawsuits across the country after it
came to be associated with white
nationalism.

In 2017, Orland Park withdrew
its village sticker, which also
featured the blue line flag, after
similar complaints from resi-
dents.

The Mount Prospect Police
Department uniform patch has
the thin blue line flag, which
Juracek said was intended as a
morale booster for the depart-
ment.

“But it’s different if you are
requiring your residents to dis-
play it in their cars,” she said.

Mount Prospect’s new village
sticker will feature an image of

Police Officer Mark Bechtold tak-
en at a parade. In the picture,
Bechtold is carrying the American
flag, and a group of children is
following him, carrying a Puerto
Rican flag. That family settled in
Mount Prospect after deadly Hur-
ricane Maria struck their island in
2017, the mayor said.

It will cost about $6,000 to
redesign the sticker, Juracek said.
Residents who purchased the old
sticker will receive a free copy of
the new one and can display
either one, the village said.

The decision to change the
sticker sparked mostly negative
reaction on the village’s Facebook
page, but Juracek said her email
had been almost entirely in sup-
port of the replacement. The
mayor said that for her, the issue
came down to a simple point.

“Words matter, pictures mat-
ter,” she said.

An email sent to the Blue Lives
Matter organization seeking com-
ment was not returned Thursday
afternoon.

Clifford Ward is a freelance report-
er.

Mount Prospect halts sale of ‘Blue Lives’ vehicle stickers
Design meant to honor
cops, but also tied to
white nationalists 
By Clifford Ward
Chicago Tribune

Mount Prospect is redoing its vehicle sticker because of objections over

the design. The new design is at right. 

VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT 

The Little Village apart-
ment building where 10
children died in a fire last
year will be demolished by
July under a legal agree-
ment reached Thursday.

Attorneys for the city
and the property owner,
Merced Gutierrez, agreed
Thursday that the rear
structure where the chil-
dren had been sleeping
would be demolished be-
fore July 18, which is when
they will return to Cook
County Circuit Court, ac-
cording to an agreed order.
A hearing in the case had
been scheduled for Thurs-
day in front of Cook County
Circuit Judge Leonard
Murray, but the attorneys
reached the agreement be-
fore court officially began.

Gutierrez did not appear
in court Thursday. He faces
more than 40 code viola-
tions that were filed by the
city in the days after the
fire.

The property, in the
2200 block of South Sacra-

mento Avenue, has been
the subject of scrutiny since
Aug. 26, when a fire broke
out in an apartment in a
rear building where nine
first cousins and a close
family friend were having a
sleepover. There were no
survivors.

The children who died
were identified as Amayah
Almaraz, 3 months; Alanni
Ayala, 3; Gialanni Ayala, 5;
Ariel Garcia, 5; Giovanni
Ayala, 10; Xavier Contreras,
11; Nathan Contreras, 13;

Adrian Hernandez, 14;
Cesar Contreras, 14; and
Victor Mendoza, 16.

Gutierrez and his family
are negotiating with con-
tractors to demolish the
rear building, Anthony
Peraica, Gutierrez’s attor-
ney, said by phone this
week. The family intends to
rehab the front structure,
which has been vacant
since the fire.

emalagon@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ElviaMalagon 

Little Village building where
10 kids died to be demolished
By Elvia Malagon
Chicago Tribune
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WASHINGTON — With
Democrats controlling the
House and holding the legal
key to seeking President
Donald Trump’s tax re-
turns, Republican lawmak-
ers are invoking privacy in
defending his flank.

At an oversight hearing
Thursday, lawmakers ex-
amined proposals to compel
presidents and presidential
candidates to make years of
their tax returns public.
And they discussed the au-
thority under current law
for the head of the House
Ways and Means Commit-
tee — now Democratic Rep.
Richard Neal — to make a
written request for any tax
returns to the Treasury sec-
retary. 

The law says the Treas-
ury chief “shall furnish” the
requested information to
members of the committee
for them to examine behind
closed doors. 

Republicans accused the
Democrats of using powers
in the tax law to mount a
political witch hunt for
Trump’s tax returns. 

“In reality, this is all about
weaponizing our tax laws to
attack a political foe,” Rep.
Jackie Walorski of Indiana
said at the hearing. 

Getting Trump’s returns
has been high on the Demo-
crats’ list of priorities since
they won control of the
House in November’s
midterm elections, but ask-
ing for them will probably
set off a huge legal battle
with his administration. 

The Democrats tried and
failed several times to ob-

tain Trump’s returns as the
minority party in Congress.
Their newly energized left-
ward wing is pushing Neal
to quickly set the quest in
motion. 

Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga.,
chairman of the oversight
subcommittee, said the
American public is in-
tensely interested in the
subject. “We ask the ques-
tion: Does the public have a
need to know that a person
seeking or holding the high-
est office in our country
obeys the tax laws?” 

George Yin, a professor of
law and taxation at Uni-
versity of Virginia Law
School, testified to the panel
that he doesn’t see any
“wiggle room” in the law for

the Treasury secretary to
refuse Neal’s request for
Trump’s returns. 

If the Trump adminis-
tration refused the request,
“We would be in uncharted
territory,” Yin said. 

The legal battle that
could ensue over Trump’s
tax filings would be unprec-
edented. It could take years
to resolve, possibly stretch-
ing beyond the 2020 presi-
dential election. 

Rep. Mike Kelly of Penn-
sylvania, the subcommit-
tee’s senior Republican, ac-
cused the Democrats of
gearing up to obtain the
president’s returns — and
release them. 

“Congress is prohibited
by law from examining and

making public the private
tax returns of Americans for
political purposes,” Kelly
said. “Such an abuse of
power would open a Pando-
ra’s box.” 

The tax returns of House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, other
lawmakers or federal em-
ployees could be in jeopar-
dy, he warned. 

But Bill Pascrell, D-N.J.,
insisted that no one, includ-
ing the president, is above
the law. 

At a news conference
Thursday, Pelosi said the
public “overwhelmingly”
wants to see Trump’s tax
returns, but the move can-
not be made in haste. 

“In terms of the tax
returns, it’s not just a ques-

tion of sending a letter; you
have to do it in a very careful
way. And the chairman of
the committee will be doing
that,” the Democrats’ leader
said. 

The hearing came two
days after Trump faced a
divided Congress in his
State of the Union address,
imploring the Democrats to
step away from “ridiculous
partisan investigations.” 

On Thursday, Trump
took fresh aim Thursday at
House Democrats, claiming
in a series of morning
tweets that they are going
“nuts” with unprecedented
investigations into his ad-
ministration and businesses
that are starting to unfold
on Capitol Hill.

“The Republicans never
did this to President
Obama,” Trump wrote,
“there would be no time left
to run government.”

Without elaborating,
Trump also tweeted that
they were “even stealing
people from the White
House!” 

It’s unclear who the pres-
ident was talking about, but
the tweet comes as House
intelligence committee
Chairman Adam Schiff ap-
pears to have hired at least
one staff member who
served on the National Se-
curity Council under
Trump. The staff member,
Abigail Grace, is listed in a
House directory as working
for Schiff on the intelligence
panel. A person familiar
with the committee’s staff
confirms that she is work-
ing for the panel and used to
work for the NSC. 

Grace worked for a bipar-
tisan think tank, Center for
a New American Security,
after working for both for-
mer President Barack
Obama and Trump on the
National Security Council
from 2016 to 2018. 

Schiff wouldn’t confirm
any hires Thursday, but
hinted at them.

“We have a long tradition
of hiring out of the intelli-
gence community, out of the
National Security Council,
and if the president is wor-
ried about our hiring any
former administration peo-
ple maybe he should work
on being a better employer,”
Schiff said. 

In private, Trump and his
aides grew increasingly
anxious and angry over
Democrats’ maneuvering,
according to people familiar
with the matter.

The Washington Post con-
tributed.

Battle flares up over Trump’s taxes
Dems, GOP at odds
on proposals for
president’s returns
By Marcy Gordon
Associated Press

Rep. Mike Kelly, R-Pa., accused Democrats on Thursday of wanting to obtain and release President Trump’s tax returns.
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WASHINGTON —
Democrats in the House
and Senate are calling for a
Green New Deal intended
to transform the U.S. econo-
my to combat climate
change and create thou-
sands of jobs in renewable
energy. 

Freshman Rep. Alexan-
dria Ocasio-Cortez, of New
York, is teaming up with
veteran Sen. Ed Markey, of
Massachusetts, on the plan,
which aims to eliminate the
U.S. carbon footprint by
2030.

Several Democratic pres-
idential hopefuls have em-
braced the idea of a Green
New Deal without saying
what it means.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren,
also of Massachusetts,
tweeted Thursday that she
was proud to join Ocasio-
Cortez and Markey “on a
#GreenNewDeal resolution
to fight for our planet and
our kids’ futures.” 

A joint resolution drafted
by Ocasio-Cortez and
Markey sets a goal to meet
“100 percent of the power
demand in the United
States through clean, re-
newable and zero-emission

energy sources,” including
dramatic increases in wind
and solar power. 

The plan does not explic-
itly call for eliminating the
use of fossil fuels, a nod to
pragmatism that may disap-
point some of Ocasio-
Cortez’s strongest support-
ers. 

Even so, their Green New
Deal goes far beyond the
Clean Power Plan proposed
by President Barack Obama.
President Donald Trump
has scrapped Obama’s plan,
which imposed emissions
limits on coal-fired power
plants, as a job-killer. 

Democrats are likely to
meet resistance to their
proposal in Congress, espe-
cially in the Republican-
controlled Senate. Trump,
who has expressed doubts
about climate change, also is
likely to oppose it. 

The announcement of
the deal came as House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi
tapped eight Democrats to
serve on a special commit-
tee to address climate
change. Pelosi said she
hadn’t seen the Green New
Deal proposal but wel-
comes “the enthusiasm” of
its backers.

“I welcome the Green
New Deal and any other

proposals” to address cli-
mate change, Pelosi said.
She said she also wants to
hear from the new climate
committee, which she said
will “spearhead Democrats’
work” on climate issues.

The resolution marks the
first time lawmakers have
attached legislative lan-
guage to the Green New
Deal, a concept that until
now has been largely unde-
fined other than as a call for
urgent action to head off
catastrophic climate change
and create jobs. 

Ocasio-Cortez said in a
statement that the plan will
create “unprecedented lev-
els of prosperity and wealth
for all while ensuring econ-
omic and environmental
justice and security.” She
calls for a “World War
II-scale mobilization” that
includes high-quality edu-
cation and health care,
clean air and water and safe,
affordable housing. 

Of critics who call the
plan unrealistic, Ocasio-
Cortez has said when Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy
wanted to go to the moon by
the end of the 1960s, “peo-
ple said it was impossible.”
She also has cited Franklin
D. Roosevelt’s New Deal,
Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great

Society and the interstate
highway system begun
under Dwight D. Eisen-
hower as examples of
American know-how. 

While focusing on re-
newable energy, Ocasio-
Cortez said the plan would
include existing nuclear
power plants but block new
plants. Nuclear power does
not emit greenhouse gases.

The resolution does not
include a price tag, but some
Republicans predict it
would cost trillions of dol-
lars. They denounced the
plan at House hearings on
climate change on Wednes-
day.

“If anyone thinks that

decarbonizing America is
going to save the planet,
they’re delusional,” said
Rep David McKinley, R-
W.Va.

The Green New Deal
would be paid for “the same
way we paid for the original
New Deal, World War II,
the bank bailouts, tax cuts
for the rich and decades of
war — with public money
appropriated by Congress,”
Ocasio-Cortez said. 

Government can take an
equity stake in Green New
Deal projects “so the public
gets a return on its invest-
ment,” she said.

A coalition of labor, econ-
omic justice, racial justice,

indigenous, environmental
and community organiza-
tions announced support
Thursday for the Green
New Deal. 

“Now that this resolution
is released, we’re taking the
fight to districts across the
country to build the politi-
cal and public support for
the Green New Deal, and
get thousands of organiza-
tions signed on to back the
resolution,” said Stephen
O’Hanlon, spokesman for
the Sunrise Movement,
which has pushed for the
Green New Deal and staged
protests at the Capitol, in-
cluding a sit-in at Pelosi’s
office. 

Dems address climate
change with new plan
By Matthew Daly
Associated Press

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, left, and Sen. Ed Markey at the U.S. Capitol on Thursday.

ALEX WONG/GETTY 

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos
claims the National En-
quirer is blackmailing him.

Bezos, who also owns
The Washington Post,
wrote in a Medium post
Thursday that AMI, the
owner of the controversial
tabloid, has promised to
release explicit photos of
him unless he publicly
backs down from an investi-
gation into AMI’s interests
in his personal life.

The supermarket tabloid
was the first to reveal Bezos’

affair with former Los An-
geles TV anchor Lauren
Sanchez amid his divorce
from wife MacKenzie Be-
zos, including sultry texts
between the lovers. Since
then, Bezos has made it his
mission to hunt down the
leaker, including hiring a
private investigator, Gavin
de Becker.

“Several days ago, an
AMI leader advised us that
(National Enquirer pub-
lisher David Pecker) is ‘apo-
plectic’ about our investiga-
tion,” Bezos wrote on Me-
dium. 

A few days later, Bezos
claimed, a representative
from AMI approached him
and threatened to
publish more of
the text messages
and photos “if we
didn’t stop our in-
vestigation.”

In emails that
Bezos published
that he says came
from AMI Chief
Content Officer
Dylan Howard,
Howard insisted that his
company had “obtained”
photos including a “below

the belt selfie,” a shirtless
Bezos holding his phone in
his left hand while wearing

his wedding ring
and several reveal-
ing photos of
Sanchez.

“It would give
no editor pleasure
to send this email.
I hope common
sense can prevail
— and quickly,”
Howard allegedly
wrote.

In another email alleg-
edly between AMI’s deputy
general counsel and an at-

torney for de Becker, the
publishing company pro-
posed “a public, mutually
agreed upon acknowledg-
ment from the Bezos
Parties, released through a
mutually agreeable news
outlet, affirming that they
have no knowledge or basis
for suggesting that AMI’s
coverage was politically
motivated or influenced by
political forces, and an
agreement that they will
cease referring to such a
possibility.”

Bezos argued in his blog
post that the emails “ce-

ment AMI’s long-earned
reputation for weaponizing
journalistic privileges, hid-
ing behind important pro-
tections, and ignoring the
tenets and purpose of true
journalism.”

Rather than allow AMI to
proceed with its “extortion
and blackmail,” Bezos
wrote, he instead decided to
release the emails “despite
the personal cost and em-
barrassment they threaten.”

Neither Pecker nor a
spokesman for AMI re-
turned a request for com-
ment.

Bezos accuses National Enquirer of blackmail over nude photos
New York Daily News

Bezos 
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CHICAGO WOMAN

RSVP TODAY! WOMENSDAY2019.EVENTBRITE.COM

her way
LOUNGE

WOMEN’S DAY AT THE CHICAGO AUTO SHOW

LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE! RSVP TODAY! WOMENSDAY2019.EVENTBRITE.COM

10:00 AM REGISTRATION OPENS

10:20 AM MEET EVOLVEHER
AMANDA CHIN
HEAD OF DIGITAL AND GROWTH
EVOLVEHER

SARAH KELLEY CARLSON
HEAD OF SPONSORSHIP
EVOLVEHER

EVOLVEHER PRESENTS

10:30 AM WORKSHOP
2019 Social
Media Trends
CAROLYN BRUNDAGE
CO-FOUNDER
OAK STREET SOCIAL

JOHANNA GRANGE
CO-FOUNDER
OAK STREET SOCIAL

4:30 PM ROAD TRIP DESTINATIONS
THERESA L. GOODRICH, AUTHOR AND
EMMY-WINNER, THE LOCAL TOURIST

5:00 PM NETWORKING HOUR

6:00 PM
FIRESIDE CHAT
Val Warner, Co-Host,
Windy City LIVE, ABC 7

6:45 PM
PANEL Make Your Impact: Passion and Purpose

LUISA ECHEVARRIA, DIRECTOR
OF COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT,
UNIVISION CHICAGO

ADDIE GOODMAN,
PRESIDENT/CEO,
JCC CHICAGO

JULIE HIGHTOWER,
BOARD PRESIDENT,
THE DAISIE FOUNDATION

KATHY HERBERT, INVESTOR AND ADVISOR +
VICE PRESIDENT, OPERATIONS,
BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF
METROPOLITAN CHICAGO

DR. NICOLE E. WILLIAMS, M.D., FACOG,
THE GYNECOLOGY
INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO

THE LOVE OF TIDY
WITH KRISTYN IVEY

MINI-MAKEOVERS
WITH MAKEUP FIRST

FROM 5PM-8PM

Also

EVENING
EMCEE

ANDREA
METCALF

A Day of Networking, Connecting, and Inspiring
FREE TICKETS! FEBRUARY 12, 2019 10:00 AM–8:00 PM @ MCCORMICK PLACE

SEOUL, South Korea —
One North Korean defector
in Seoul describes her fam-
ily back home quietly sing-
ing Christian hymns every
Sunday while someone
stood watch for informers.
A second cowered under a
blanket or in the toilet when
praying in the North. 

Yet another recalls seeing
a fellow prison inmate
who’d been severely beaten
for refusing to repudiate her
religion. 

These accounts provide a
small window into how
underground Christians in
North Korea struggle to
maintain their faith amid
persistent crackdowns. 

The North’s treatment of
Christians could become a
bigger issue if North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un’s ex-
pected second summit with
President Donald Trump
produces significant prog-
ress, and if Pope Francis
follows through on his ex-
pressed willingness to take
up Kim’s invitation to visit
North Korea. 

Most of North Korea’s
underground Christians do
not engage in the extremely
dangerous work of prose-
lytizing, according to defec-
tors and outside experts.

Instead, they keep their
beliefs to themselves or
within their immediate
families. 

But even those who stay
deep underground face
danger, defectors say. 

North Korea has previ-
ously arrested South Kore-
an and American missionar-
ies for allegedly attempting
to build underground
church networks or over-
throw its government. Only
a small number of North
Korean believers risk trying
to win converts, defectors
say. 

One woman interviewed
said she converted about 10
relatives and neighbors and

held secret services before
defecting to the South. 

“I wanted to build my
church and sing out as loud
as I could,” said the woman,
now a pastor in Seoul. She
insisted on only being iden-
tified with her initials, H.Y.,
because of serious worries
about the safety of her
converts and family in the
North. 

The pastor and others
spoke with The Associated
Press because they wanted
to highlight the persecution
they feel Christians face in
North Korea. Although the
comments cannot be inde-
pendently confirmed, they
match the previous claims
of other defectors. 

Kim Yun Tae, head of the
Unification Strategy Insti-
tution, a private think tank
in Seoul, said he’s heard
similar testimonies about
religious crackdowns and
underground Christians
during interviews with
more than 1,000 defectors
from North Korea over the
past 20 years. 

North Korea has five gov-
ernment-sanctioned
churches in its capital,
Pyongyang, but experts say
they are fakes aimed at
covering up the nation’s
religious abuse and winning
outside aid. North Korea
had a flourishing popula-
tion of Christians before the
1950-53 Korean War, but it
has withered amid succes-
sive clampdowns against a
faith the government sees as
a U.S.-led Western threat. 

“From an outside per-
spective, there is absolutely
no religious freedom in
North Korea,” said Kim Yun
Tae, who isn’t religious. 

The U.S. State Depart-
ment has included North
Korea on its list of countries
violating religious freedom
every year since 2001.
North Korea has previously
bristled at U.S. criticism of
its religious record, calling it
proof of hostility toward its
leadership. 

In October, Pope Francis
indicated his willingness to
visit North Korea to South

Korean President Moon
Jae-in, who conveyed Kim
Jong Un’s desire for a papal
visit, according to Vatican
and South Korean officials. 

Moon’s office cited Fran-
cis as saying that “if the
invitation comes, I will
surely respond to it, and I
can possibly go.” 

Most remaining Chris-
tians in North Korea likely
learned about the religion
when they went to China
after a devastating famine
killed hundreds of thou-
sands in the mid-1990s.
Converts were later cap-
tured in China and jailed
once they were sent back to
the North. 

Most denied their faith
while being interrogated, as
H.Y. said she was later
forced to do when impris-
oned in the North, so they
could survive. 

But not everyone did. 
Another defector in

Seoul, Kwak Jeong-ae, 65,
said a fellow inmate in
North Korea told guards
about her own religious

beliefs and insisted on using
her baptized name, rather
than her original Korean
name, during questioning in
2004. 

“She persisted in saying,
‘My name is Hyun Sarah; it’s
the name that God and my
church have given to me,“’
Kwak said. “She told (the
interrogators), ‘I’m a child
of God and I’m not scared to
die. So if you want to kill me,
go ahead and kill me.’ ” 

Kwak said Hyun told her
about what she did during
the interrogations, and
Hyun’s actions were con-
firmed to Kwak by another
inmate who was interro-
gated alongside her. Kwak
said she later saw Hyun,
then 23, coming back from
an interrogation room with
severe bruises on her fore-
head and bleeding from her
nose. 

Days later, guards took
Hyun away for good. 

Actions like that strike
many defectors and South
Koreans as extraordinary. 

More common are sto-

ries like that from another
defector, who also insisted
on anonymity because of
fears for her family in the
North. She said she only
prayed under a blanket or in
the toilet because of worries
of being caught. 

Another, who was jailed
after being repatriated from
China, described praying
silently in his cell after a
hungry fellow prisoner
shared some precious ker-
nels of corn. 

“We communicated by
writing on our palms (with
our fingers). I told him I was
a Christian and asked
whether he was too,” said
the man, who asked to be
identified only as J.M., cit-
ing safety concerns about
his siblings in the North. 

Some were even more
outspoken. 

Jung Gwangil, a North
Korean defector-turned-ac-
tivist, said he saw a man
praying and singing hymns
when they were held to-
gether at a detention facility
in the northern city of
Hoeryong in October 1999.
The man was beaten fre-
quently and one day was
hauled away, Jung said. 

“While leaving, he
shouted to us, ‘God will save
you.’ I hadn’t encountered
Christianity before at the
time, and I thought he was
crazy,” said Jung. 

It wasn’t clear what hap-
pened to the man. 

After H.Y. was sent back
again to North Korea, she
began evangelical work
with money she received
regularly from outside mis-
sionary groups. She said she
first tried to win people’s
trust by lending them mon-
ey, handing out corn and
helping at funerals before
cautiously telling them
about Christianity. 

“We sang hymns very
quietly, looking at each oth-
er’s lips. I ended up crying
quite often,” she said of her
converts. 

Now in her early 40s, she
said she regularly sends
money to North Korea
through brokers to main-
tain her village’s under-
ground congregation. 

N. Korean Christians go underground 

Kwak Jeong-ae says a fellow inmate in North Korea told guards about her faith and insisted on using her baptized name.

LEE JIN-MAN/AP 

They struggle to
practice faith amid
vicious crackdowns 
By Hyung-Jin Kim
Associated Press
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EDITORIALS

Businesses don’t exist to create jobs. If readers doubt
this they need only try to raise start-up funds with “cre-
ating jobs” listed at the top of their business plan. Lots of
luck finding investors when your goal is costs, as opposed
to returns.

Crucial here is that the desire for returns among in-
vestors is what indirectly leads to copious hiring. Workers
enable the returns that entice those with means to delay
consumption in favor of the investment without which
there are no companies, jobs and progress.

Still, it’s the investment returns that matter simply be-
cause they beget more investment. 

If you love the worker, you must love much more the
investors who make work opportunity possible in the first
place. ...

One of the better qualities of a more than uneven presi-
dent is his focus on the stock market. Unlike the statistics
crafted by economists, the stock market tells the truth for
it reflecting the views of the bulls, bears and everyone else.
It’s information personified. And if President Donald
Trump just gets out of the way, history says investors will
cheer. If they do, watch the work opportunities for the
common man soar.

John Tamny, RealClearMarkets

WASHINGTON — Sighing with resignation as he spoke
to those surrounding him, Democratic presidential candi-
date Cory Booker reportedly apologized to a coterie of
Wall Street bankers for all the mean things he is going to
have to say about them in the upcoming months. … A tear-
ful Booker then reportedly left for a meeting with health
insurance executives to let them know that “while my
mouth is saying ‘Medicare For All,’ my heart is saying ‘in-
creased profit margins for Blue Cross Blue Shield and
Cigna.’ ”

The Onion

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

A bill speeding through the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly and expected to land soon
on Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s desk wraps a slew of
political, socio-economic and generational
debates into one issue: raising Illinois’
minimum wage.

More than 20 states in 2019 are on
course to implement higher minimum
wages. The Illinois Senate on Thursday
passed a bill raising the minimum wage
from the current $8.25 an hour to $15 an
hour by Jan. 1, 2025. The House was ex-
pected to follow and Gov. J.B. Pritzker has
said he would sign it into law. But what are
the broader implications of a higher min-
imum wage in a state already struggling
with a challenging environment for em-
ployers and young job-seekers? Not good.

Progressive-leaning lawmakers domi-
nate the legislature. They speak with em-
pathy about the social justice implications
of a minimum wage. Today a full-time
minimum-wage worker earns roughly
$17,160 per year. You can’t escape poverty
on that, they say. A $15-an-hour minimum
wage would push that income closer to
$31,200.

But wait, say conservatives who dislike
overbearing government and embrace free

markets. The minimum wage never was
designed to be household income. It helps
entry-level, less skilled and often teenage
workers get a start. Nearly doubling it will
keep some of those people out of the work-
force, or penalize businesses that hire
them.

You want job creators to abandon
Illinois at an even swifter pace? Then pass
a minimum wage higher than that of every
surrounding state. And that’s what law-
makers are poised to do.

Chicago and Cook County already hiked
the minimum wage for businesses within
their boundaries. Chicago’s minimum
wage is $12 an hour and the county’s is $11
an hour. Both are set to climb by $1 this
summer. So on one hand, the statewide
legislation makes sense for parity’s sake. It
is haphazard policy for businesses in Chi-
cago and Cook County to be under differ-
ent wage mandates than the rest of the
state — and for businesses with multiple
locations to confront a wage smorgasbord.

Mind you, Democrats could have passed
and gotten signed into law a statewide
minimum wage hike years ago. It has been
stuck at $8.25 since 2010. Former Gov. Pat

Quinn, with a Democrat-led legislature
from 2009 to 2014, begged lawmakers to
send him a bill. Former Gov. Bruce Rauner,
elected in 2014 and ousted in 2018, said he
would sign into law a modest minimum
wage hike if it came with workers’ com-
pensation relief for businesses. But there
was no meaningful negotiation on pro-
business reforms in exchange for a higher
minimum wage. Only politicization of the
issue.

We’ll just sigh. Illinois’ business climate
is challenging enough. Companies rou-
tinely tell us they’re leaving or not expand-
ing here because of high taxes, over-regula-
tion and out-of-whack workers’ compensa-
tion and labor costs.

One example: The owners of Pete’s
Fresh Market, a grocery chain that
started on the South Side of Chicago and
expanded throughout Cook County, refuse
to build more stores in the city and county
because of the anti-business policies here:
high property taxes, minimum wage hikes,
a tax on plastic grocery bags and the mis-
guided launch, and then repeal, of the soda
tax are reasons Pete’s is expanding in coun-
ties outside of Cook.

Illinois elected officials would be wise to
consider the advice of the renowned Uni-
versity of Chicago economist Milton Fried-
man: “One of the great mistakes is to judge
policies and programs by their intentions
rather than their results.” We realize there
aren’t enough Friedman economists in
Illinois politics to fill a baby pool. But jack-
ing up the minimum wage can hurt the
intended beneficiaries. A study on Seattle’s
$15-an-hour minimum wage pointed to
earnings drops for some workers: To con-
trol overhead, businesses reduced their
hours.

That will happen here too. There will be
businesses that won’t survive. Think coffee
shops, nonprofits, family-owned restau-
rants, home health care providers, auto
repair shops. There will be businesses that
cut employees’ hours. And there’ll be busi-
nesses that move toward automation. Have
you seen all those self-serve kiosks at fast-
food restaurants?

In a high-exodus state, raising the min-
imum wage is particularly unwise. But if
it’s inevitable, Democrats should be hyper-
sensitive to minimizing the damage. They
could hurt the very people they’re trying to
help.

Paging Milton Friedman: How the big 
minimum wage hike could hurt Illinois workers

The Tribune Editorial Board continues its
endorsements in races for aldermanic seats
in the Feb. 26 municipal election. There is no
contested race in the 42nd Ward.

40th Ward: When
Patrick O’Connor
became this ward’s
alderman, Ronald
Reagan was presi-
dent, the Dow
Jones was at 1,258
and Michael Jack-
son’s “Billie Jean”
topped the charts.
Thirty-six years
later, O’Connor still

runs the 40th, which includes parts of
Lincoln Square, Edgewater, Andersonville
and West Ridge. Now 64, O’Connor is May-
or Rahm Emanuel’s floor leader and one of
his closest City Council allies. O’Connor
knows the nuts and bolts of City Hall gov-
ernance, and his ward has benefited from
his stewardship. But he also helped side-
track ordinances in 2014, 2015 and 2016
that would have ramped up scrutiny of the
council by the city inspector general and
the council’s onetime watchdog, Faisal
Khan. In 2016, O’Connor talked of the ebb
and flow of city politics, telling the Tribune,
“Who knows what the crisis of the day is
going to be a year from now or two years
from now?” Now we know. The criminal
charge against Ald. Ed Burke, along with
the fallout of Ald. Danny Solis’ wire-wear-
ing, have created an urgent need for mean-
ingful reform at City Hall. If O’Connor’s
alert to the moment, he’ll help enable those
reforms instead of impeding them as he has
at times. None of his opponents — Dianne
Daleiden, Andre Vasquez, Ugo Okere and
Maggie O’Keefe — impressed us enough to
turn us against O’Connor. But our endorse-
ment comes with a reminder: Voters want
aldermen to embrace reform, not block it.

41st Ward: Alder-
manic privilege is
an unwritten tenet
of City Hall politics
that gives aldermen
unfettered power
over zoning and
permits in their
wards. Its abuse has
become a major
issue in this cam-
paign. It’s entwined

in the corruption charge Ald. Ed Burke
faces. And in this ward, which includes
O’Hare, Edison Park, Norwood Park and
Edgebrook, it casts a dark cloud on the
tenure of incumbent Ald. Anthony Na-
politano. Though he denies it, it’s clear
Napolitano relied on aldermanic privilege
to derail a developer’s bid to build 299
apartments, up to 30 of which would have
been set aside for low-income renters.
Sidetracking efforts to build affordable
housing in predominantly white neighbor-
hoods is a common abuse of aldermanic
privilege. With O’Hare International Air-
port on the verge of a major expansion,
affordable housing is a major need for this
ward. Napolitano’s challenger, Tim Hene-
ghan, gets that. He says he’d welcome
developers who come forward with afford-
able housing projects. “There are a lot of
people who work at O’Hare who have to
travel long distances,” Heneghan says. “And
our seniors and vets need options. They’re
being priced out of their homes by property
taxes.” Heneghan is endorsed.

43rd Ward: The
$6 billion, 54.5-acre
Lincoln Yards
project isn’t in this
ward, which in-
cludes parts of
Lincoln Park, Old
Town and the Gold
Coast. But the
project’s sweep and
scale is large
enough to have a

profound effect on how people in the 43rd
Ward live, play and get around. The devel-
oper, Sterling Bay, and City Hall have tried
to fast-track Lincoln Yards to an ASAP
groundbreaking. We have repeatedly
pointed out the folly of rushing through a
project that, while likely transformative for
the city, still has unresolved sticking points.
Incumbent Ald. Michele Smith has ably
echoed those concerns and fought to shed
light on the development’s shortcomings.
She also has joined Ald. Scott Waguespack,
32nd, in advocating the creation of a 24-
acre riverfront park just east of Lincoln
Yards, which would provide a sorely
needed swath of parkland for North Side
communities that lack green space. Smith
has been a strong, independent voice on the
council, and a consistent advocate for ethics
reform. Of the five candidates challenging
Smith, two impressed us. Leslie Fox wields
a strong resume, having overseen Chicago’s
hosting of the World Cup in 1994 and the
Democratic National Convention in 1996.
Derek Lindblom is a young, savvy business-

man with a keen sense for financial stew-
ardship; he worked as Emanuel’s Economic
Council chief of staff and as the city’s lead
policy negotiator on pensions. But Smith is
endorsed.

44th Ward: This
may be the only
aldermanic race
that’s a topic of
conversation on
sports radio. That’s
where Cubs Chair-
man Tom Ricketts
complained about
his constant battles
with Ald. Tom
Tunney over the

Ricketts family’s renovations of Wrigley
Field and investments in the neighborhood.
“Working with the alderman has not been
very easy,” Ricketts said of Tunney. Con-
stant give-and-take between the owner of
an aggressively expanding business and the
local alderman isn’t a bad thing. Tunney has
forced negotiations with Cubs ownership
over night games, stadium signage, hotel
development and other issues. Tunney gets
that the Cubs want to maximize their in-
vestment by making Wrigleyville a year-
round destination. But the alderman must
balance business interests against livability
issues for ward residents. “We’re very re-
spectful of their investment,” Tunney said,
“but there’s a role for government, too, and
we’ve got to make sure (Wrigley is) more
integrative into a great neighborhood.”
Challenger Elizabeth Shydlowski, a non-
profit organization consultant who says she
accepted a $10,000 campaign contribution
from Ricketts, says she wouldn’t be owned
by anyone. She wants to work with all busi-
nesses and community members to better
the ward. Also running is Austin Baidas.
Tunney is endorsed.

Our choices for Chicago City Council: Wards 40-44

As the Feb. 26 Chicago election approaches, you’ll find the mayoral and
aldermanic candidates’ answers to our surveys, and our endorsements, at

chicagotribune.com/candidates. To find more information about the
mayoral candidates, go to chicagotribune.com/mayorsrace.
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PERSPECTIVE

In the very first part of the very first
answer to the very first question asked
at a Chicago mayoral debate Wednes-
day evening, candidate Gery Chico
pledged to “end the aldermanic privi-
lege that’s at the heart of all these
matters that are being exposed right
now in the City Council.”

Most of the other candidates on the
dais agreed. “It is the single most im-
portant reason why aldermen end up
getting convicted in the city of Chi-
cago,” candidate Susana Mendoza said
minutes later. Candidate Paul Vallas
then added that “it’s just legalized
corruption.”

At a debate Tuesday night, candi-
date Lori Lightfoot said, “If you go
back in our sad history of aldermen
who have been prosecuted, every
single one of those prosecutions re-
lates to aldermanic prerogative, (also
called) aldermanic privilege. It is a
corrosive and corrupting influence.”

What they’re talking about — what
everyone’s suddenly talking about — is
the time-honored tradition in the City
Council that gives aldermen near-total

control of development, zoning and
permitting issues in their wards.

To say that the privilege effectively
turns them into mayors of small towns
— Chicago wards each have a few
more than 50,000 residents — under-
states the matter. The privilege is a
power that isn’t subject to the review
of councils and boards that help gov-
ern actual small towns.

It’s a defensible and even arguably
well-intentioned unwritten custom.
City Council meetings would never
end if every awning, curb cut and
variance in all 50 wards had to get the
full “Schoolhouse Rock” treatment
during which aldermen could second-
guess one another, exact revenge or
trade favors.

Furthermore, aldermen are closest
to the residents most likely to feel the
impact of development and are far
better positioned than their colleagues
to know what’s best for their wards.
Why should a South Side alderman
have a say about the height of a build-
ing or the density of a neighborhood
on the North Side, and vice versa?

The downside — the corrupting
effect of such unilateral and seldom-
reviewed power — has long been obvi-
ous to those watching alderman after
alderman frog-marched off to prison.

A 2008 Tribune series documented
how developers seeking zoning vari-
ances had stuffed millions of dollars
into aldermanic campaign coffers. A

2018 report from the Chicago Area
Fair Housing Alliance implicated
aldermanic privilege as the driver of
race and class segregation in housing.

For the most part, the negative
effects have been shrugged off by
political insiders with a “whatcha
gonna do?”

Such shrugs might well have
greeted the recent criminal charge
against veteran Ald. Ed Burke, 14th,
accused by the feds of taking advan-
tage of aldermanic privilege to try to
extort a Burger King franchisee in his
fiefdom who was seeking a renovation
permit. Not to mention the possibility
that numerous aldermen will be over-
heard abusing their privilege in the
FBI wiretaps of Burke’s phone calls
and surveillance recordings made by
informant Ald. Danny Solis, 25th.

In one way, this unfolding scandal is
terribly timed. Chicagoans are being
asked to elect a new mayor before
learning whether any of the candi-
dates will be implicated in wrong-
doing by those recordings.

But in another way it’s perfectly
timed. In debate after debate, forum
after forum, questionnaire after ques-
tionnaire, the 14 candidates have been
asked to take a stand on this particular
entitlement, and nine have vowed to
somehow put an end to it (though it’s
not totally clear how one revokes an
unwritten rule).

Chico, Mendoza, Vallas and Light-

foot have been joined in opposition by
Garry McCarthy, Bill Daley, Amara
Enyia, John Kozlar and Bob Fioretti,
himself a former alderman who noted
in a WBEZ questionnaire that “Alder-
men are not experts at urban planning,
and politics should not influence
which streets get paved, or which
businesses get opened.”

Candidate Neal Sales-Griffin could
not be reached for comment.

Four candidates are on record sup-
porting continuation of the alder-
manic privilege — La Shawn Ford,
Jerry Joyce, Willie Wilson and Toni
Preckwinkle, who is Cook County
Board president and also a former
alderman.

“Voters elect their aldermen with
the trust that they will make the good,
informed decisions for their ward and
constituents,” Preckwinkle wrote in
response to the same candidate ques-
tionnaire. “This includes decisions
regarding development and zoning in
the ward. For this reason, I do not
believe aldermanic prerogative should
end.”

This is shaping up to be the defining
issue of the Feb. 26 election and per-
haps in the anticipated April 2 runoff
election between the top two finishers.

The old saying has it that Chicago
ain’t ready for reform. I guess we’ll see
about that.

ericzorn@gmail.com 

Mayoral candidates Gery Chico, from left, Bill Daley, Amara Enyia, Lori Lightfoot, Garry McCarthy, Susana Mendoza, Toni Preckwinkle, Paul Vallas and Willie Wilson

faced questions about aldermanic privilege Wednesday night during a forum organized by Crain’s Chicago Business. Nine candidates back the practice’s demise.
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Our unfolding political scandal 
is timed perfectly for real reform

Eric Zorn

Chicago news is consumed
with the alleged misdeeds of two
of our most powerful elected
officials, Ald. Edward Burke, 14th,
and Ald. Daniel Solis, 25th. And
although it’s easy to focus on the
salacious details, we know this is
much bigger than blue pills and
attempted Burger King shake-
downs. Unfettered zoning and
permitting power in the hands of
aldermen perpetuates segre-
gation, creates disparities in how
we invest in communities and
invites political corruption.

Aldermanic prerogative — the
custom in Chicago’s City Council
to allow each alderman to direct
zoning and permit decisions
within his or her ward — is part of
City Hall’s DNA. Several reports
and articles last year sounded the
alarm and demonstrated how
aldermanic prerogative violates
civil rights, constrains affordable
housing development and up-
holds the clear color lines in
Chicago, prompting both a fed-
eral complaint and legislation in
an attempt to curb the abuse.

It would be a mistake to think
outcomes will improve if a few
bad actors are criminally charged.
We cannot indict our way out of
this system; we have to change
the conditions that allow it to
thrive.

We have heard the promises of
vague and modest reforms in light

of recently public egregious
abuses of aldermanic power,
promises that do not grasp the
full extent of the problem or
needed solutions. Missing is a
full-scale revamp of how zoning,
planning and community invest-
ment should function for the
good of the entire city.

We need a collective vision for
the city of Chicago that is
grounded in racial equity — and it
must start with a racial equity
impact assessment of our current
land-use policies. From those

findings, a comprehensive city-
wide plan should be developed —
something Chicago has not done
since 1966 — that sets clear goals
on equitable development and
investment, connecting the dots
among residential, transit, com-
mercial and open space needs so
that all communities can thrive.

Most important, transparent
decision-making structures
grounded in meaningful commu-
nity input must be devised and
followed. An easy first step is to
bring Chicago in line with New

York and Los Angeles and reduce
the number of mundane munici-
pal decisions that need to go
through elected officials.

And yes, reforms also mustad-
dress aldermanic prerogative.

First, though, we need to cor-
rect a myth. The antidote to too
much power is not zero power.
Aldermanic prerogative doesn’t
need to be eliminated but does
need common-sense limitations.
Community residents and their
elected officials should have a say
in shaping their neighborhoods.

But let’s be clear: When it comes
to affordable housing, community
input should be in the form of
how, not if.

Take the example of the Far
Northwest Side 41st Ward. Last
year, the alderman rejected a
proposed development with 30
units of affordable housing just
steps from the CTA Blue Line —
and en route to countless O’Hare
International Airport jobs.

The reason for the rejection?
According to the alderman, it was
because the residents of his ward
indicated that when they “come
back home (from work), they
want it to be their sanctuary.” In
Chicago, that was enough of a
reason. The alderman simply
asked the chairman of the Zoning
Committee, Ald. Solis, to indefi-
nitely delay the deal. Solis, follow-
ing the unwritten protocol of
aldermanic prerogative, did just
that.

In a city with a deficit of
120,000 affordable units, we
cannot afford to operate this way.

Chicago’s next mayor and
council must lead a citywide
commitment to transparent,
equitable investment across all
communities.

Patricia Fron is executive director
of the Chicago Area Fair Housing
Alliance, Marisa Novara is vice
president of the Metropolitan
Planning Council and Kate Walz is
vice president of advocacy at the
Sargent Shriver Center on Poverty
Law.

Aldermanic prerogative is the grease that oils the machine
By Patricia Fron, 
Marisa Novara 
and Kate Walz

Allegations against Ald. Edward Burke have helped fuel debate about the power of aldermanic privilege. 
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Dirt on Bill Daley 
is meaningless

Seriously? The insurance exam
“scandal” from 1973? Bill Daley is
my guy for mayor. You’re going
back over 4 1⁄2 decades (“Daley’s
break: Passed broker exam under
suspicious circumstances,” Feb. 7)
for dirt that went absolutely no-
where then and is even more
meaningless now.

— Ken Bostrom, Chicago

SOTU drew largely
GOP viewers

In response to Randy Rossi’s
letter (“President hit a home run,”
Feb. 7): I feel that Mr. Rossi
should carefully read the scien-
tific polls again. The polls say and
he repeats that it is a poll of those
who watched the speech. By no
means did every American watch
the speech, and the poll indicates
that traditionally the viewers tend
heavily to the party of the speaker.

So basically, the vast majority of
Republicans seemed to approve.

Therefore, Mr. Rossi cannot
extend his conclusions to the
majority of all Americans, espe-
cially when most everyday polls
show just the opposite.

— William Raymond, Wheaton

Speech not 
a ‘home run’ to all

Randy Rossi of Grayslake
wrote, “The vast majority of
Americans who watched Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s State of the
Union speech liked it and agreed
with him on the most important
issues.” 

Randy, 76 percent of Ameri-
cans do not agree that Trump’s
speech was a home run, because
all Americans did not listen to or
watch the speech. There is a huge
percentage of Americans who
won’t waste 82 minutes listening
to a lie every two minutes.

A CNN report said an instant

poll found that the address drew
“a deeply Republican audience.”
In fact, “the audience had the
largest partisan tilt measured in
any CNN instant poll following a
presidential address to Congress
dating back to 2001.” 

— Diane Niesman, Wheaton

Kudos to the
speechwriters

I was amused at the letters
chastising the media for focusing
on the wrong thing in President
Donald Trump’s State of the
Union address. Those writers
have got it wrong: It isn’t that we
didn’t like or approve of a lot of
what he said. It’s that we don’t
believe he believes a lot of what
he said. Kudos to his speechwrit-
ers. Overall, much of the speech
was fine; now let’s see Trump
carry out those high-minded
promises he made.

— Bindy Bitterman, Chicago

A grande vision 
for America

So, another rich, white, older
man who thinks he can best run
the country! I can imagine the

U.S. in the Howard Schultz image:
There would be an embassy on
every corner, with the bigger
embassies putting the smaller
embassies out of business, all
providing bland, mediocre serv-
ices.

What a tall, I mean grande,
vision for America!

— Mick Weltman, Chicago

Rickettses should
take action

Joe Ricketts, patriarch of one of
the city’s most prominent fam-
ilies, has said Muslims are the
enemy and agreed with horrific
comments and jokes about Afri-
can-Americans and members of
other minority groups. Such toxic
views are the foundation of hun-
dreds of years of racism and dis-
crimination in America.

The Ricketts family has incred-
ible power and clout in our city,
state and nation, and one’s actions
are often based on one’s views.
Joe Ricketts’ views are pretty
clear in those emails.

Joe Ricketts’ views have no
place in our neighborhoods and
communities. We are dealing
with enough right now. Members

of the Ricketts family, who 
are on boards and sponsor 
events across the city, have dis-
tanced themselves from the
emails and have apologized. It is
not enough.

We call on the Ricketts family
to meet with community leaders
and local residents. To create a
safe city, we must begin with
addressing hate-filled views of
our most influential residents.

— Dr. Dilara Sayeed, president
of the board, IL Muslim Civic
Coalition

Ricketts children 
are exempt

Sports writer Paul Sullivan is
wrong (“Patriarch and Addison,”
Feb. 6). The Ricketts children do
not have to say they are sorry for
their father’s beliefs. Joe Ricketts
needs to say he is sorry. There is
not a family that hasn’t sat at the
Thanksgiving table and heard
comments from relatives that just
left everyone shaking their heads.
Hopefully, every day, we learn
how we treat one another and
correct individuals when we see a
wrong. 

— Jerome C. Malon, Chicago

For online-exclusive letters go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters. Send
letters by email to ctc-TribLetter@chicagotribune.com or to Voice of the
People, Chicago Tribune, 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor, Chicago, IL
60601. Include your name, address and phone number.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

PERSPECTIVE

Think you are simply hysterical? Enter the Scott Stantis cartoon caption contest. 
Scott draws a cartoon each week — this week’s cartoon appears above — and invites readers to submit their ideas for
the caption. Scott will choose 10 finalists and readers will vote on the winner. Here’s how to play: 
Scott will post a new cartoon each Thursday afternoon at chicagotribune.com/caption. Readers can submit their
captions by email to ctc-captions@tribpub.com until noon Monday. Please include your name and town of residence.
Voting will start Monday afternoon and finish at noon Thursday. A new cartoon, plus the previous week’s winners,
will appear online each Thursday afternoon and in print each Friday.

SCOTT STANTIS CARTOON CAPTION CONTEST 

WINNER:
“This is the one he made for Spinal Tap.”
— Jim Bilger, Evanston

RUNNERS-UP:
“I still don’t get it.” 
— Mark Zilinsky, Naperville

“They say there was once a great city here.”
— Timm Schwartz, Pekin

“Since word of the Solis wire, everyone in city government
is lying low.”
— Tim McDonel, Elburn

CAPTION CONTEST WINNERS

Like a train wreck in slow
motion, the Illinois General As-
sembly is moving to fulfill Gov.
J.B. Pritzker’s campaign promise
to increase the statewide min-
imum wage to $10, $12 and then
$15 per hour over the next few
years.

Supporters claim, and some
sincerely believe, that raising the
floor on the price of labor will
benefit low-paid employees.
What they fail to consider are the
costs: the existing jobs that will be
eliminated, and the new jobs that
will not be created, in Illinois.

Existing jobs will be eliminated
as stores with low profit margins
and lots of low-wage employees
— such as fast-food restaurants —
act to accommodate higher costs.
This is already happening in
progressive cities that have raised
their minimum wage floors.

For example, consider this Wall
Street Journal report on a Seattle
Starbucks store. Like tens of thou-
sands of stores in nationally
branded chains, the Starbucks
highlighted is owned by a couple
who invested their life savings in
the coffee shop.

Faced with Seattle’s minimum
wage hikes, the owner-manager
couple raised prices. Business fell
— as customers reacted to the
higher prices by brewing their
own Starbucks coffee at home or
doing without. The owners even-
tually laid off four of their seven
employees. Now the couple will
likely close their shop. A higher
minimum wage does not benefit
the workers it causes to become
unemployed.

Chicago already has a $12
minimum wage, which will go up
to $13 this summer. The Illinois
Economic Policy Institute reports
that Chicago’s unemployment
rate is no higher than that of

surrounding suburbs. However,
people are not classified as unem-
ployed if they are no longer look-
ing or have moved out of Chicago
to get a job elsewhere.

Chicago is not growing or
attracting people with additional,
higher-paying jobs. It’s not doing
either because new jobs are not
being created. Hiking the min-
imum wage statewide will only
inflict more economic pain across
the Prairie State.

Unlike Chicago, many suburbs
in Cook County have declined to
raise their local minimum wage
to the county’s $11. Raising the

minimum wage in the rest of
Illinois to the same level as Chi-
cago’s will be akin to a huge tax
increase, raising the cost of doing
business across the state. Indeed,
the Pritzker administration esti-
mates the state government’s
labor costs will rise by $1 billion
over the next five years alone.

A minimum wage hike is like a
penalty for employing low-skilled
employees. In effect, it cuts off a
couple of lower rungs on the
ladder of employment opportuni-
ties for young, inexperienced
workers. If they can’t reach the
lowest rung left on the ladder,

potential workers will not make
any progress in raising their in-
comes.

Illinois is already in a poor
competitive position compared
with its neighbors, and raising the
cost of doing business will make
matters worse. People are fleeing
Illinois in droves — the National
Movers Study from Allied Van
Lines says inbound moves were
only about one-third of outbound
moves, only slightly better than
dead-last New Jersey.

People are moving to states
where new jobs are being pro-
duced. Companies are investing

in creating new jobs in those
states because the cost of doing
business is lower.

It’s true that Illinois’ current
minimum wage of $8.25 an hour
is not enough to support a family
— but it is enough to raise the
income of one person well above
the poverty level. Raising the
minimum wage is a poorly tar-
geted way to raise the incomes of
low-income working families,
while making life more difficult
for individuals who want to work.

Joe Barnett is a research fellow
with the Heartland Institute.

Pritzker’s minimum wage plan 
will drive more jobs from Illinois

By Joe Barnett

Workers rally outside a Chicago McDonald’s before traveling to Springfield to lobby lawmakers on a bill raising the minimum wage to $15 per hour. 
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A plan to keep Sears Holdings
Corp. alive and tens of thousands
of people employed was approved
Thursday by a federal Bankruptcy
Court judge.

Judge Robert Drain of U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the South-
ern District of New York ap-
proved Sears Chairman and for-
mer CEO Edward Lampert’s bid

to buy the retail chain’s assets for
$5.2 billion.

Lampert’s purchase, made
through his hedge fund, ESL
Investments, is intended to keep
425 Sears and Kmart stores open,
preserving some 45,000 jobs. It
was the only bid submitted in an
auction that would have kept the
once-mighty department store gi-
ant in business and avoid liquida-
tion.

Lampert’s plan was opposed by
a committee of unsecured cred-
itors skeptical that Hoffman Es-
tates-based Sears will be any more
successful after exiting bank-
ruptcy. The committee pushed for

a liquidation, arguing that shut-
ting down the company and
selling its assets could recover
more of what Sears owes.

In his hour-long ruling, Drain
said he determined the sale
“makes good business sense” and
rejected the committee’s argu-
ments that the sale process was
flawed or that liquidation would
result in a better and higher
transaction. Throughout the
lengthy proceedings, Drain ap-
peared to keep the preservation of
jobs top of mind.

Still unresolved is a dispute 

Sears will keep its doors open

A bankruptcy judge said a plan led by Sears’ former CEO to buy the

retailer “makes good business sense.” 
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Bankruptcy Court
approves chairman’s
plan to buy retailer
By Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Sears, Page 3

pansion is part of a commit-
ment the company made in its
agreement with the United
Auto Workers in 2015, and
brings the total number of
workers at its Chicago-area
plants to 5,800.

The overhaul of the plants —
an assembly plant at 12600 S.
Torrence Ave. in Chicago and a
stamping plant in Chicago
Heights — is expected to begin
in March and be completed in
the spring.

“When it’s all finished, Chi-
cago Assembly will have an
all-new, state-of-the-art body

Ford Motor Co. said Thurs-
day that it would invest $1
billion in its Chicago-area man-
ufacturing operations to ex-
pand production of its Ford
Explorer and Lincoln Aviator
sport utility vehicles.

The announcement, made at
the Chicago Auto Show, will
add 500 jobs to two manufac-
turing facilities, the assembly
plant and stamping plant, said
Joe Hinrichs, Ford’s president
of global operations. The ex-

shop, an all-new paint shop and
new tooling to build this new
lineup. And the Chicago Stamp-
ing Plant will have all new lines
to support the new vehicles,”
Hinrichs said.

The announcement comes as
Ford continues a major restruc-
turing put in place by CEO Jim
Hackett, who was named to the
position following the abrupt
dismissal of Mark Fields in
2017.

In recent months, Ford has
announced steep job cuts to its
salaried workforce and an over-
haul of its European operations
as it embarks on a significant
shift in its product lineup that
includes the discontinuation of
slower-selling sedans like the

Fusion in favor of trucks and
SUVs.

The changes come amid a
recent decline in earnings,
though workers at the two
Chicago-area plants recently
learned they would receive
profit-sharing checks of $7,500
for 2018. 

But as Ford continues its
restructuring, its Chicago-area
operations stand to benefit
from the emphasis on larger
vehicles.

“There’s good news today”
for the plant’s workers, said
Jessica Caldwell, executive di-
rector of industry analysis at
Edmunds, an auto-research 

Ford Motor Co. announced Thursday that it plans to invest $1 billion in its two Chicago-area auto plants and hire another 500 workers.
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FORD TO INVEST, ADD JOBS
TO CHICAGO OPERATIONS

Automaker plans $1B upgrade to facilities,
addition of 500 jobs to make latest SUVs

By Bob Goetz
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Ford, Page 3

Walgreens has the worst track
record among all pharmacies
when it comes to selling tobacco
products to minors, the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration
said Thursday.

The Deerfield-based phar-
macy chain has racked up nearly
1,800 violations since 2010 for
selling tobacco products to kids,
FDA Commissioner Scott Gott-
lieb said. About 22 percent of the
more than 6,300 Walgreens
stores inspected since 2010 have
illegally sold the products to
young people, the agency said. 

“I will be writing the corpo-
rate management of Walgreens
and requesting a meeting with
them to discuss whether there is
a corporate-wide issue related
to their stores’ non-compliance
and put them on notice that the
FDA is considering additional
enforcement avenues to address
their record of violative tobacco
sales to youth,” Gottlieb said in a
statement on the agency’s web-
site.

Walgreens’ rate of violations
is higher than not only other
pharmacy chains, but a number
of other large retailers as well,
according to the FDA. About 17.5
percent of Walmart stores in-
spected since 2010 have illegally
sold tobacco to minors, along
with 14 percent of Dollar Gen-
eral stores and 9.6 percent of
Rite Aid Corp. stores.

Rival pharmacy chain CVS
Health stopped selling tobacco
products several years ago. Wal-
greens has, at times, been criti-
cized for its continued sales of
the products.

Walgreens said in a statement
Thursday that it takes the mat-
ter “very seriously” and has
taken steps to address the issue,
such as by requiring identifica-
tion from anyone purchasing
tobacco products, regardless of
age. Walgreens is training all of
its store employees and
strengthening disciplinary ac-
tions against those who violate
the store’s policy, according to
the statement.

“We recognize the serious-
ness of this issue and welcome
the opportunity to meet with the
FDA Administrator to discuss all
of the steps we are taking since
the health and well-being of our
customers is our top priority and
core mission,” Walgreens said.

The FDA has taken action
against one Walgreens store in
Miami, and a Circle K store in
Charleston, S.C., filing com-
plaints seeking to bar the two
stores from selling any tobacco
products for 30 days.

That action against the Miami
store followed more than 1,550
warning letters and 240 civil
monetary penalty actions
against Walgreens stores since
2010 for selling the products to
minors, according to the FDA.
The complaint filed against the
Miami store is the first such
action taken against a Walgreens
store.

For years, Walgreens has
faced pushback, from various
groups over its continued sales
of tobacco products. Several
shareholders brought up the
issue at the company’s most 

FDA
points
finger at
Walgreens
Official says chain has
worst record selling
tobacco to kids
By Lisa Schencker
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Tobacco, Page 3

Grubhub has officially rolled
out delivery at Taco Bell locations
across the country.

But can a Cheesy Gordita
Crunch travel well?

Taco Bell, like other fast-food
restaurants, has invested in its
packaging to make sure its food
arrives to the customer at its
highest possible quality, said
Grubhub CEO Matt Maloney.
Chicago-based Grubhub is also
doing its part to reduce the
amount of time food sits around.

“We don’t even submit the
order at the Taco Bell until the
driver’s actually there,” he said.
“We want to reduce the time your
food is waiting. Your food is
constantly either being produced
or in transit to you.”

Grubhub’s reach has been ex-
panding through the partnership
with Louisville, Ky.-based Yum
Brands, announced a year ago.
The company last year roughly
tripled the number of markets it
delivers in, reaching many cities
and towns long overlooked by the

on-demand economy.
Consumers increasingly ex-

pect to be able to order the food
they want wherever and whenev-
er. The partnership lets Yum
Brands, also the parent company
of Pizza Hut and KFC, tap into
that demand.

“We were founded in metro
areas and we’ve been building out
since then, and Yum is in more of
the rural, suburban, broader mar-
kets,” Maloney said. “It’s very
helpful for our scaling and also for
theirs. They want to grow into
more metro (areas) and we want
to grow more broadly.”

Grubhub has more than
105,000 restaurants on its plat-
form, up from 80,000 at the end of
2017. At the end of 2018, daily
orders were up 31 percent from
2017, and diners who have placed
at least one order in the last year
were up 22 percent.

Annual revenue was $1 billion,
up 47 percent year-over-year,
according to earnings released
Thursday.

That growth is “staggering,”
Maloney said. Consumers are
migrating to online ordering plat-

forms en mass as people become
more dependent on delivery and
on-demand services. Grubhub’s
challenge is maintaining and ac-
celerating its lead, Maloney said.

“That’s going to require a lot of
money in marketing, advertising
and delivery logistics because we
want to always provide the best
service to as many diners as
possible,” he said. “The funda-
mentals are there. … We’re able to
spend more effectively.”

Taco Bell is using Grubhub’s
technology for ordering and
checkout. Customers can place

orders through either Grubhub or
Taco Bell’s websites or apps.

There are about 6,500 Taco
Bell and KFC locations live on
Grubhub’s platform, and the com-
pany plans to add more. It also
plans to launch its online ordering
and delivery at hundreds of Pizza
Huts in the next few months, and
is building an app for KFC.

Grubhub controls about 40 to
45 percent of the food-delivery
market, though that can vary
drastically by city, said Jeremy 

Grubhub, Taco Bell roll
out national delivery
By Ally Marotti
Chicago Tribune

Grubhub has expanded its reach though a partnership with Taco Bell

parent Yum Brands. 

MARK LENNIHAN/AP

Turn to Delivery, Page 3
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THE LADDER: Have a hiring or promotion you’d like to tell the world about in print and online? Go to chicagotribune.com/theladder to share your news. 

Be sure to include a photo. We’ll publish on our site and in the printed editions of the Chicago Tribune as space allows.
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Close: 25,169.53
Change: -220.77 (-0.9%)

10 DAYS

Major market growth and decline

+.68

5-day % change

DOW NASD S&P

u

+.09

u

+.07

u

Source: The Associated Press

WHEAT (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Mar 19 525.25 525.25 512.50 513.25 -12.75

May 19 528 528.50 516.25 517 -11.75

CORN (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Mar 19 379.75 380.25 376.25 376.50 -3.50

May 19 388 388.25 384 384.25 -3.75

SOYBEANS (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Mar 19 919.50 921.50 910.50 913.25 -8.50

May 19 933.50 935.50 924.75 927.25 -8.50

SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 60,000 lbs- cents per lb Mar 19 30.78 31.01 30.68 30.81 -.09

May 19 31.11 31.32 30.99 31.12 -.08

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOT) 100 tons- dollars per ton Mar 19 308.70 309.00 305.10 305.50 -3.50

May 19 312.60 312.90 309.20 309.50 -3.50

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NYMX) 1,000 bbl.- dollars per bbl. Mar 19 53.94 54.21 51.80 52.64 -1.37

Apr 19 54.26 54.55 52.15 53.00 -1.34

NATURAL GAS (NYMX) 10,000 mm btu’s, $ per mm btu Mar 19 2.682 2.691 2.549 2.551 -.111

Apr 19 2.668 2.680 2.565 2.572 -.085

NY HARBOR GAS BLEND (NYMX)42,000 gallons- dollars per gallon Mar 19 1.4534 1.4583 1.3925 1.4258 -.0333

Apr 19 1.6358 1.6380 1.5767 1.6084 -.0296

+4.86

30-day % change

DOW NASD S&P

u

+4.33

u

+4.21

u

+5.49

1-year % change

DOW NASD S&P

u

+7.54

u

+4.85

u

Stocks listed may change due to daily fluctuations in market capitalization. Exchange key: N=NYSE, O=NASDAQ

COMMODITY AMOUNT-PRICE MO. OPEN HIGH LOW SETTLE CHG.

STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG.

Abbott Labs N 72.74 -.75
AbbVie Inc N 79.17 +.09
Allstate Corp N 92.33 -.23
Aptargroup Inc N 101.95 +.36
Arch Dan Mid N 41.40 -.47
Baxter Intl N 71.11 -.66
Boeing Co N 405.17 -3.88
Brunswick Corp N 49.32 +.05
CBOE Global Markets N 95.00 -.04
CDK Global Inc O 53.81 +.65
CDW Corp O 91.08 +5.69
CF Industries N 41.31 -1.11
CME Group O 177.23 -.53
CNA Financial N 46.60 +.19
Caterpillar Inc N 128.78 -1.76
ConAgra Brands Inc N 22.22 +.30
Deere Co N 161.80 -1.88
Discover Fin Svcs N 68.92 -.10
Dover Corp N 86.92 -1.01
Equity Commonwlth N 32.59 +.20

Equity Lifesty Prop N 109.42 +1.05
Equity Residential N 73.54 +.54
Exelon Corp N 48.13 +.81
First Indl RT N 33.51 +.63
Fortune Brds Hm&SecN 44.75 -.05
Gallagher AJ N 77.99 -.41
Grainger WW N 303.06 -.46
GrubHub Inc N 82.27 -1.68
Hill-Rom Hldgs N 102.12 -.18
IDEX Corp N 137.85 -.34
ITW N 135.02 -2.55
Ingredion Inc N 92.24 -.60
Jones Lang LaSalle N 144.91 -.01
Kemper Corp N 76.00 +.07
Kraft Heinz Co O 47.23 -.46
LKQ Corporation O 26.25 -.78
Littelfuse Inc O 178.89 -5.22
MB Financial O 44.33 +.11
McDonalds Corp N 175.28 -.90
Middleby Corp O 121.55 -1.81

Mondelez Intl O 46.50 +.30
Morningstar Inc O 124.72 -.26
Motorola Solutions N 118.62 -1.81
NiSource Inc N 26.61 +.30
Nthn Trust Cp O 89.83 -.55
Old Republic N 20.58 +.15
Packaging Corp Am N 94.84 -1.20
Paylocity Hldg O 81.12 +.47
Stericycle Inc O 44.27 -.78
Teleph Data N 34.91 -.01
TransUnion N 61.60 -.48
Tribune Media Co A N 46.08 +.05
US Foods Holding N 35.31 +.49
USG Corp N 43.17 +.02
Ulta Salon Cosmetics O 293.64 +.19
United Contl Hldgs O 87.86 -1.89
Ventas Inc N 64.45 +.58
Walgreen Boots Alli O 71.20 -.27
Wintrust Financial O 73.30 +1.10
Zebra Tech O 176.79 -3.97

LARGEST COMPANIES LARGEST MUTUAL FUNDS

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

NASDAQ STOCK MARKET

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

Gen Electric 10.06 -.41
Ambev S.A. 5.02 +.14
Twitter Inc 30.80 -3.36
Bank of America 28.24 -.49
Chesapk Engy 2.47 -.13
Ford Motor 8.31 -.41
Vale SA 11.17 -.19
Snap Inc A 8.57 -.02
Nokia Corp 5.96 -.09
AT&T Inc 29.45 -.11
Keycorp 17.07 +.58
Regions Fncl 15.51 +.10
Sthwstn Energy 3.72 -.26
EnCana Corp 6.30 -.43
Hanesbrands Inc 18.71 +3.14
Itau Unibanco Hldg 9.76 -.05
Aurora Cannabis Inc 7.77 +.20
GrubHub Inc 82.27 -1.68
Sprint Corp 5.90 +.06
BB&T Corp 50.46 +1.93
Freeport McMoRan 11.86 -.05
Suntrust Bks 64.72 +5.98
Weatherford Intl Ltd .90 -.01
Wells Fargo & Co 48.08 -1.14

Adv Micro Dev 22.67 -.59
Micron Tech 39.38 -2.14
Cronos Group Inc 21.42 +1.77
Zynga Inc 4.74 +.23
Apple Inc 170.94 -3.30
Huntgtn Bancshs 13.96 +.58
Sirius XM Hldgs Inc 5.89 -.08
Microsoft Corp 105.27 -.76
Intel Corp 49.23 -.67
Caesars Entertain 9.25 ...
Comcast Corp A 37.68 +.51
Marvell Tech Grp 18.33 -.71
Helios and Matheson .01 -.00
Cisco Syst 46.70 -.78
FireEye Inc 16.19 -2.23
Activision Blizzard 43.96 +.96
Facebook Inc 166.38 -4.11
Sangamo Therapeutics8.31 -3.71
Solid Biosciences 7.19 -15.15
USA Technologies 3.40 -3.48
Nvidia Corporation 147.42 -5.58
JD.com Inc 23.98 -1.13
GoPro Inc 5.14 -.01
Applied Matls 39.92 -.36

FOREIGN MARKETS

INDEX CLOSE CHG./%

Shanghai 2618.23 +33.7/+1.3
Stoxx600 360.08 -5.4/-1.5
Nikkei 20751.28 -122.8/-.6
MSCI-EAFE 1826.83 -18.0/-.0
Bovespa 94405.59 -230.0/-.2
FTSE 100 7093.58 -79.5/-1.1
CAC-40 4985.56 -93.5/-1.8

Based on market capitalization Based on total assets

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

CHG 1-YR

FUND NAV IN $ %RTN

Alibaba Group Hldg 166.96 -4.56
Alphabet Inc C 1098.71 -16.52

Alphabet Inc A 1105.91 -16.98
Amazon.com Inc 1614.37 -25.89

Apple Inc 170.94 -3.30
Bank of America 28.24 -.49

Berkshire Hath B 201.73 -4.28

Exxon Mobil Corp 74.68 -.58
Facebook Inc 166.38 -4.11

JPMorgan Chase 102.38 -1.36
Johnson & Johnson 132.05 -.95

Microsoft Corp 105.27 -.76

Pfizer Inc 41.70 -.63
Procter & Gamble 97.14 -.78

Royal Dutch Shell B 64.55 -.76
Royal Dutch Shell A 62.84 -1.00

Unitedhealth Group 269.00 -.50

Visa Inc 140.17 -1.32
WalMart Strs 96.73 +1.09

American Funds AMCpA m 30.12 -.38 +2.5
American Funds AmrcnBalA m 26.08 -.14 +2.2
American Funds CptWldGrIncA m45.72 -.51 -4.9
American Funds CptlIncBldrA m 58.65 -.23 -1.8
American Funds FdmtlInvsA m 56.40 -.56 -.1
American Funds GrfAmrcA m 46.52 -.54 +2.3
American Funds IncAmrcA m 21.54 -.12
American Funds InvCAmrcA m 35.85 -.38 -2.3
American Funds NwPrspctvA m 40.74 -.46 -.3
American FundsWAMtInvsA m 43.72 -.30 +2.8
DFA EMktCorEqI 20.57 -.17 -9.9
DFA IntlCorEqIns 12.50 -.20 -11.2
Dodge & Cox Inc 13.48 ... +2.2
Dodge & Cox IntlStk 39.56 -.68 -12.2
Dodge & Cox Stk 186.86 -2.40 -.2
DoubleLine TtlRetBdI 10.44 +.01 +3.5
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm 94.18 -.88 +2.9
Fidelity Contrafund 12.03 -.14 +2.9
Fidelity ContrafundK 12.04 -.13 +3.0
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm 76.85 -.68 +2.9
Fidelity USBdIdxInsPrm 11.36 +.01 +3.0
Franklin Templeton IncA1 m 2.25 -.02 +1.8
Metropolitan West TtlRetBdI 10.49 +.02 +3.1
PIMCO IncInstl 11.94 +.01 +2.7
PIMCO TtlRetIns 10.03 +.02 +2.8
Schwab SP500Idx 41.42 -.39 +2.9
T. Rowe Price BCGr 106.40 -1.28 +7.2
T. Rowe Price GrStk 63.22 -.67 +5.3
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl 250.26 -2.32 +2.9
Vanguard DivGrInv 26.14 -.09 +7.5
Vanguard EqIncAdmrl 70.69 -.44 +2.1
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl 75.72 -.75 +4.2
Vanguard HCAdmrl 85.25 -1.04 +7.3
Vanguard InTrInGdAdm 9.52 +.01 +3.0
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl 14.01 +.02 +3.5
Vanguard InsIdxIns 246.06 -2.29 +2.9
Vanguard InsIdxInsPlus 246.08 -2.28 +2.9
Vanguard InsTtlSMIInPls 58.89 -.52 +3.1
VanguardMdCpIdxAdmrl 190.57 -.90 +1.6
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl 130.42 -2.25 +4.2
Vanguard STInvmGrdAdmrl 10.51 +.01 +2.4
Vanguard SmCpIdxAdmrl 71.34 -.47 +4.1
Vanguard TrgtRtr2020Inv 29.96 -.15 +.8
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Inv 17.91 -.11 +.4
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Inv 32.62 -.22
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Inv 20.01 -.15 -.4
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl 10.53 +.02 +2.9
Vanguard TtBMIdxIns 10.53 +.02 +2.9
Vanguard TtInBIdxAdmrl 21.92 +.01 +4.7
Vanguard TtInBIdxIns 32.90 +.03 +4.8
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl 27.07 -.33 -8.4
Vanguard TtInSIdxIns 108.24 -1.34 -8.3
Vanguard TtInSIdxInsPlus 108.26 -1.34 -8.3
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv 16.18 -.20 -8.4
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl 67.59 -.59 +3.0
Vanguard TtlSMIdxIns 67.60 -.60 +3.0
Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv 67.56 -.60 +2.9
VanguardWlngtnAdmrl 67.12 -.30 +2.3
VanguardWlslyIncAdmrl 61.20 -.08 +3.0
VanguardWndsrIIAdmrl 59.56 -.62 -1.1

TREASURY YIELDS

SPOT METALS

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

INTEREST RATES

DURATION CLOSE PREV.

CLOSE PREV.

A U.S. Dollar buys . . .

3-month disc 2.36 2.37
6-month disc 2.42 2.43
2-year 2.46 2.51
10-year 2.65 2.69
30-year 3.01 3.04

Gold $1309.40 $1309.50
Silver $15.675 $15.656
Platinum $797.30 $813.80

Argentina (Peso) 37.8358
Australia (Dollar) 1.4085
Brazil (Real) 3.7174
Britain (Pound) .7719
Canada (Dollar) 1.3302
China (Yuan) 6.7449
Euro .8810
India (Rupee) 71.291
Israel (Shekel) 3.6321
Japan (Yen) 109.84
Mexico (Peso) 19.1292
Poland (Zloty) 3.80
So. Korea (Won) 1125.21
Taiwan (Dollar) 30.82
Thailand (Baht) 31.25

Prime Rate 5.50
Discount Rate Primary 3.00
Fed Funds Target 2.25-2.50
Money Mkt Overnight Avg. 0.62

High: 25,314.26 Low: 25,000.52 Previous: 25,390.30

d - Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee.
m - Multiple fees are charged, usually a marketing
fee and either a sales or redemption fee.
Source: Morningstar.

MARKET ROUNDUP
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Visit: chicagotribune.com/deathnotice

Honor a Loved One 
with a Death Notice in 

Chicago Tribune
It’s a fi nal farewell; a sign of love and respect; an homage to a loved

one’s life. Placing a Death Notice shows you care, and is now more 

effi cient than ever before with our NEW Self Service tool.

Includes print listing in the Death Notice section of the Chicago 

Tribune, an online notice with guestbook on chicagotribune.com.

• Instant notice creation 
and review 

• Real-time pricing

• Pre-designed templates 

• Enhance your notice by 
uploading photos and graphics 

• Immediate, printable 
proof of notice

Features of Self-Service

Eric Paul Selin, 95, of Rockford, IL passed away
on January 27, 2019 at
his residence at Wesley
Willows. He was formally a
resident of Davis, IL; Elgin,
IL; and Champaign, IL. Eric
was born on October 24,
1923 in Orebro, Sweden to
Paul David Selin and Ruth
Elisabeth Olsson Selin. At the
age of three he emigrated
to the United States with

his three older siblings and parents on board the
M.S. Gripsholm. The family settled in Champaign,
IL where Eric became a citizen of the U.S. at age
nine and graduated from Champaign High School in
1941.
After graduation he was called up to serve in the
Seventh Army as a rifleman in the infantry. He was
asked to serve as a clerk typist for ‘in the field court
martials’ and moved up to regular courtrooms as
a court reporter for the rest of the war. On the day
they needed a clerk typist they asked for someone
who could type and spell. He was glad his dad had
encouraged him to take a typing course while he
waited for boot camp. He served in four campaigns:
the Sicilian, Rome, Northern Appennines, and
African Middle Eastern. Eric was honorably dis-
charged on November 24, 1945. Upon arriving home
from the war, he took advantage of the new GI Bill
and enrolled in the University of Illinois.
Eric married June A. Hubbard on August 3, 1946. In
1949 Eric graduated from the University of Illinois
College of Media and was a Bronze Tablet recipi-
ent. Eric and June had three children. In 1958 Eric
was one of the young executives picked through
an aptitude test to begin training on learning to
program IBM computers. He would continue work-
ing with computers, programming, and managing
Information Technology through the two compa-
nies he worked for: Jewel Tea Company and First
National Bank of Chicago. In retirement he also pre-
pared taxes for people using his laptop until the age
of 88. Eric married Evelyn Whetsel on July 11, 1996.
Eric enjoyed playing chess with masters and novic-
es alike and belonged to many chess clubs through
the mail where some of his favorite opponents were
prisoners who also enjoyed chess. He was a great
reader and was reading his newspaper every day
and books until the day he died. He loved watching
his children and grandchildren participate in sport-
ing and music events. He was an avid eater and
was thoroughly spoiled by both of his wives excel-
lent cooking.
Eric was preceded in death by his parents Paul and
Ruth and all three of his siblings Hans, Fritz and
Margaret. He was preceded in death by both of his
wives, June (1994) and Evelyn (2017).
He is survived by his children Eric H. Selin (Elgin),
Debra Samuelson (Orangeville) and Jo Kneitz (Elgin).
He is also survived by many step children and step
grandchildren and stepdaughter Jennifer Bunjes
of Rockford. He is also survived by five grand-
children Eric J. Selin (Elgin), Jared W. Samuelson
- Harmoni (Hamburg, Germany), Jessie Mills - Alex
(Orangeville), Hank Kneitz (Washington, DC), and
Sherry Kneitz (Chicago). He is also survived by great
grandchildren John and Samantha Mills and Violet
Samuelson.
Memorials may be given in Eric’s name to the
American Legion at www.legion.org. Cremation
rites accorded with private interment at Grandview
Memorial Gardens in Champaign, IL.

Selin, Eric

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

It is with great sadness that the family of Eugene
Edward Rogowicz announces
his peaceful passing after
a brief illness, on Tuesday,
February 5th, 2019 at the age
of 84 years.

Eugene (Gene) is survived by
his wife of 64 years Delores
Rogowicz whom he lovingly
cared for daily and is also
remembered by his children,

Raymond Rogowicz(Tamara), Cindy Feris (Greg) and
Cherie Word. Gene will also be fondly remembered
by his grandchildren, Chad Rogowicz(Lindsay),
Lindsey Keith(Westbrook), Jules Word and Adalie
Feris and by his great grandchildren, Miriam
Rogowicz, Scarlett Keith and Abigail Keith.

Gene was preceded in death by his parents Anton
Rogowicz (Agnes) sister Lucille Sadilek, infant son
Eugene Rogowicz Jr.

A Funeral Service in memory of Eugene will be held
on Saturday Feb. 9th, 2:00 pm at the Stella Maris
Catholic Church Chapel. Interment will follow in the
Lamar Cemetery Rockport, TX.

Arrangements entrusted to:

Charlie Marshall Funeral Homes and Crematory

2003 W. Wheeler Ave.

Aransas Pass, Texas 78336

361-758-3221

ROGOWICZ, Eugene Edward

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Joan Gutekunst Reiner, 87, died on January 9, 2019. 
Born and raised in Berwyn, a long-term resident of
Clarendon Hills and recently La Grange Park, she
devoted her life to serving others. 
Married to Ralph Charles Reiner Jr. (deceased 2004),
they raised their family in Clarendon Hills. Following 
her 32 year career as Director of Children’s
Ministries at the Community Presbyterian Church
(CPC) in Clarendon Hills, she retired in 2002. Joan
was the founding director of the state-licensed 
Childcare Center at CPC. She recently served as
Chaplain of the Downer’s Grove Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Joan is survived by her sister, Grace Ethel Gutekunst, 
son, Richard (Laura), daughter, Sandra, three grand-
children and six great grandchildren. 
A memorial service will be held at the Community
Presbyterian Church, 39 N. Prospect Ave., Clarendon
Hills on Saturday, February 9th.The family requests
that in lieu of flowers, memorial gifts be made to the
Community Presbyterian Church of Clarendon Hills
Childcare Center Tuition Assistance Fund. 

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Reiner, Joan

Brought to you by Legacy.com
®

Every life story
deserves to be told.
Share your loved one's story at

placeanad.chicagotribune.com

GIVE THEM THE MEMORIAL AN 

EXCEPTIONAL PERSON DESERVES 

WITH LIFE TRIBUTES  

Our professional writers will assist you 

to showcase and celebrate the life of  

your loved ones with a beautifully written 

tribute prominently placed within the 

Chicago Tribune. 

 312.222.2222

 chicagotribune.com/lifetributes

HONOR THE

OF YOUR LOVED ONE

life & memories

Jeannette M. Zeck, age 50, of Oak Park, passed
away suddenly February
6, 2019. Jeannette was
employed by the Chicago
Laborers Pension and
Welfare Funds for 26 years.
She was involved with envi-
ronmental and community
improvement projects, espe-
cially active with the Deep
Roots Project of Oak Park.
Jeannette was a member of

the Kadampa Meditation Center of Chicago.
Jeannette was preceded in death by her parents
Harold and Catherine Zeck (nee Cahill); her sister
Elizabeth Zeck; her brother Stephen Zeck. She is
survived by her loving husband David Murphy; 2
sisters Patricia Carlson and Theresa O’Reilly; her
brother David Zeck; five nieces Elizabeth, Nicole,
Megan, Shelbie, and Alexia; two nephews, Michael
and Louis; and two sister-in-laws Linda Forristall
and Kathleen Murphy; and a brother-in-law Richard
Meifert.
Visitation Monday, February 11, 2019, 4:00p.m.-
7:00p.m. with a service at 7:00 p.m. at O’NEIL

FUNERAL HOME & HERITAGE CREMATORY, 1105 E.
9TH STREET, LOCKORT, 60441. Interment private.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in her hon-
or to the Kadampa Meditation Center of Chicago,
www.meditateinchicago.org.
Relatives and friends are invited to sign the online
guestbook at: www.oneilfuneralhome.com

Zeck, Jeannette M.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Raymond Western, 94, passed away on February 5, 
2019 in Lake Forest, Illinois.  He is survived by his 
wife of 63 years, Wilma, daughters Jane and Peggy 
Massello (David), grandsons Matthew and Adam, 
and brother Harvey.  He was preceded in death by 
daughter Sara Garavaglia and ten siblings.  A memo-
rial service will be held at Lake Forest Place, 1100 
Pembridge Drive, Lake Forest, Illinois on February 23 
at 3:00 pm.  A second memorial service will be held 
at First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette, 600 Ninth 
Street, Wilmette, Illinois on May 18, 2019 at 11:00 
am.  Memorial gifts may be made to the Geneva 
Foundation of the Presbyterian Homes.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Western, Raymond O.

Ann F. Vansack, age 93, beloved wife of the late
John; loving mother of John Edward; dear sister of
Eugene (the late Joan) Klimek and the late Veronica
(Herbert) Gabert, Stanley (Helen) Klimek, Walter
(Constance) Klimek, Edward Klimek; dear aunt of
many nieces and nephews. Funeral Monday 9:30
a.m. from Linhart Funeral Home, 6820 West Cermak
Road, Berwyn to Our Lady of the Mount Church.
Mass 10:00 a.m. Interment Resurrection Cemetery.
Visitation Sunday 3 to 8 p.m. Info at www.linhartfu-
neralhome.com or (708) 749-2255

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Vansack, Ann F.

Daila Shefner nee Slutsky, 94. Beloved wife of the
late Alan M. Shefner. Loving mother of
Jeremy (Kathleen) Shefner, Jonathan
(Karen Holst) Shefner, Rachel (Andrew
Mine) Shefner and the late Gordon
(Ellen) Shefner. Cherished grandmother

of Susan, Laura, Natalie, Ruth, Naomi, Daniel, Sophia,
Alexander, Benjamin and Isaac. Service Sunday,
10:00 am at KAM Isaiah Israel Congregation, 1100
East Hyde Park Blvd., Chicago, IL 60615. Interment
Zion Gardens Cemetery. In lieu of flowers memori-
als to The Oriental Institute of The University of
Chicago, 1155 East 58th Street, Chicago, IL 60637
www.oi.uchicago.edu would be appreciated.
Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals – Skokie
Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

Shefner, Daila

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Every
life story
deserves
to be told.

Brought to you by Legacy.com
®

Share your loved one’s story at

placeanad.chicagotribune.com
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Listening to how people answer this question is how we learn what

matters most to them, so we can help them achieve their goals.

At Bank of America we are here to serve. We had one of our best years ever in 2018:

strong recognition for customer service in every category, the highest levels of customer

satisfaction and record financial results that allow us to keep investing in how we serve.

That translates to a great team delivering the best capabilities for our clients and our

communities. We can only be successful when our customers, clients, communities and

employees share in that success.

We are proud to be recognized for the work we do for you.

As always, protect your personal data. For assistance with a personal financial issue, please visit your nearest financial center.
From FORTUNE®, September 2018 © 2018 Time Inc. Used under license. FORTUNE® is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under license. FORTUNE and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not
endorse products or services of, Bank of America.
© 2019 Bank of America Corporation. | Member FDIC | ARSFHQPS | TAD-12-18-0260

What would you like
the power to do?

Chicago is home for me and my team. We know this community and we are here

to serve your needs and help you achieve your goals. That’s why we’re always asking:

What would you like the power to do?

Let me know at:

paul_lambert@ml.com

Paul Lambert

Chicago Market President

World’s Best Bank 2018

Investing in Women initiative Highest ranked Financial

Services Company
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URHAM, N.C. — Not much gets past
Zion Williamson, the wondrous talent
with an out-of-this-world following on
social media.

And yet Williamson missed when Scottie
Pippen cranked up the hype-o-meter to 11. Last
week on ESPN’s “The Jump,” host Rachel Nichols
asked Pippen: “Fill in the blank for me: Zion
Williamson is the best NBA prospect since …”

“Michael Jordan,” he replied, stone-faced.
Wait, what? Past LeBron James?
“Yes, past LeBron,” Pippen said.
Fast-forward to Tuesday night, minutes after

Williamson pulled down 17 rebounds in Duke’s
80-55 victory over Boston College.

After explaining that I work in Chicago and
thus felt obliged to ask, I asked Williamson about
Pippen’s gushing.

“He said that?” Williamson replied.
And then Williamson turned to his locker mate

and sidekick, guard Mike Buckmire: “What do
you think about that, bro?”

Williamson was speechless. Finally he said:
“Best prospect since … 23? 45? Six rings?”

Yes, that Michael Jordan.
“Thank you, but I’ve got a long way before I

can put myself in that category,” Williamson
said. “Jordan is the greatest. He’s different, 

GERRY BROOME/AP

‘He said that?’ 
Zion Williamson

floored by Scottie
Pippen calling 

him the best
NBA prospect

since Michael
Jordan

By Teddy Greenstein | Chicago Tribune

ON THE CLOCK

95
Days until the 

NBA draft lottery: 

May 14 in Chicago.

■ A look at the revamped format

— and what it means for the Bulls.

Page 5

Turn to Williamson, Page 5
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When the Bulls replaced Fred
Hoiberg with Jim Boylen as head
coach Dec. 3, John Paxson em-
phasized not placing “interim” in
Boylen’s title, said the team
planned for him to coach next
season and later increased his pay
to recognize his added duties.

On Thursday, Paxson, the exe-

cutive vice president, doubled
down on that commitment, an-
swering “absolutely” when asked
if the Bulls expect Boylen to be
their coach next season.

“We’re working well together,”
Paxson said. “Our objectives are
the same. Jim’s doing the right
things. From our seats, he’s pro-
moting the right message to our
players and what we expect.”

Paxson added that stance “has

nothing to do with money.” With
Hoiberg and Boylen under con-
tract through next season, the
Bulls would have to pay three
coaches if they made a change.

After going 5-19 under
Hoiberg, the Bulls are 7-23 under
Boylen, who, at least for some
stretches, has fielded a healthier
roster. They have lost nine

straight home games, tying a
franchise record.

Boylen’s first week included a
franchise-worst 56-point loss to
the Celtics. The following day, in
a group text message, two or
three players advocated boycott-
ing Boylen’s scheduled practice
after a back-to-back set of games.
Instead, players held a players-
only meeting, followed by a meet-
ing with management and the 

BULLS

Pax ‘absolutely’ set on Boylen next season
VP’s verdict so far: ‘We’re doing fine with Jim’
By K.C. Johnson

Chicago Tribune

UP NEXT | Bulls at Nets

6:30 p.m. Friday, NBCSCH

Turn to Bulls, Page 2

Orioles outfielder Frank Rob-
inson had skinny legs and a
gingerly gait that made it seem as
if his feet always hurt. But the
ferocity with which he played
baseball belied his appearance.

He crowded the plate with
abandon and hurtled into fielders
to break up double plays. Once at
Yankee Stadium, he decked a fan
who tried to rob him of a fly ball.

“I always had the willingness to
push myself,” said Robinson, a
13-time All-Star and first-ballot
Hall of Famer in 1982. “I tried to be
better than what I was. Sure, it’s
just a game, but it’s my life.”

Robinson, 83, died Thursday
morning at his home in California,
according to Major League Base-
ball.

“Frank Robinson’s resume in
our game is without parallel, a
trailblazer in every sense whose
impact spanned generations,”
MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred

After winning MVP awards with

the Reds and the Orioles, Frank

Robinson became MLB’s first black

manager in 1975 with the Indians.

RICHARD STACKS/BALTIMORE SUN

FRANK ROBINSON

1935-2019

Hall of
Fame OF
gave edge
to Orioles
By Mike Klingaman, 

Childs Walker

Baltimore Sun

Turn to Robinson, Page 4

What’s
expected to be
the last Cubs
game on
WGN-TV is
scheduled for
Sept. 27, a
Friday night
game in St.
Louis starting
the final series

of the 2019 season.
Another tradition comes to an

end, and a new era will begin.
But unlike HBO and “Game of

Thrones,” WGN and the Cubs
aren’t hyping their final season
together after 72 years. In fact the
news release announcing the
Cubs’ 2019 TV schedule didn’t
even mention it would be last one
on what some Chicagoans still
refer to as “Channel 9,” even if
they’re really watching Channel
192 on their local cable outlet.

It makes sense to downplay the
news. Details of the Cubs net-
work have yet to be announced,
so it probably isn’t kosher for
WGN to start reminiscing about
the end of their decadeslong
relationship just yet.

Fortunately, WGN has 45
games on the schedule, including
the season opener March 28 in
Texas, so there’s plenty of time to
show the old clips we know so
well. 

Face it: We’ve been hearing
about the proposed Cubs Channel
for so long it has lessened the 

Milepost
in Cubs
history 
Final game broadcast
for WGN shouldn’t 
pass by unnoticed 

Paul

Sullivan

On the Cubs

ON THE CLOCK

4
Days until pitchers and

catchers report to spring

training for the Cubs and

White Sox.

■ The Cubs have struck out in

recent years with homegrown

pitching talent. Back Page

Turn to Sullivan, Page 6
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caps. There are now salary caps in some
video games, adding an additional bit of
realism and frustration to their other life-
like qualities.

But the real caps are even more difficult
to navigate.

ESPN.com has a feature called “NBA
Trade Machine” in which fans are invited
to put together prospective basketball
deals. Then you click and learn whether
the proposed trade would pass muster with
league salary-cap rules and offered an
impact assessment for the teams involved.

Deals go down like ducks in a kiddie-
carnival shooting gallery.

Even when teams somehow thread the
needle on a deal to get a trade allowed by
the league rules, the effect on the participa-
nts was often deemed disastrous.

It was funny, but not fun.
“We are excited to add Otto Porter to

our team,” Bulls general manager Gar
Forman said once Wednesday’s trade was
official, calling the 25-year-old ballplayer in
his sixth season “someone who will be a
good fit for our team moving forward.”

But what defines a good fit? His impact
on the court, on the ledgers, or both?

philrosenthal@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @phil_rosenthal

A pair of Chicago contracts were ex-
changed Wednesday for one that will cost
$55.7 million over the next two years, with
a futures package thrown in.

The commodities involved were NBA
players, not soybeans, corn or cattle.

The Bulls sent Bobby Portis and Jabari
Parker — one an imminent free agent with
a cap hold of $7.4 million and the other tied
to a $20 million deal the team does not
have to pick up — plus a second-round
draft pick to the Wizards for Otto Porter Jr.

While some analysis of the trade con-
cerned the players’ impact — both to this
point and as anticipated in the future —
much conversation concerned the trans-
action’s effect on the Bulls’ and Wizards’
respective salary caps.

Chicago bored of trade? Indeed.
This is the state of the NBA — and argu-

ably all of professional team sports in
America — as we near the end of the 21st
century’s second decade. Contract terms
and the requirements negotiated into col-
lective bargaining agreements have come
to dominate sports reporting and sports
talk.

A fan once could escape the everyday
world discussing free agency, imagining a
world of possibilities for a team eager to
improve.

Used to be you’d wonder: Can a guy
score? Does he hustle? Will he play de-
fense? Is he a good locker room guy? Does
his knee still bother him?

Now it’s: How big and how long is the
contract? How much of it counts against
the limit? What’s that going to leave avail-
able for others? Does the team get along
well with his agent?

You scratch your head in, say, baseball
that the Yankees and Cubs aren’t at least
making low-ball offers for Bryce Harper.
But then you remember.

Possibilities no longer seem limitless,
which, to be fair, they may never have been.
The constraints are too clearly outlined. It’s
all about soft cap, hard cap, cap space,
exceptions, exemptions and luxury taxes.

The point, we were told, was parity. But
the Warriors, who are willing to spend and
have players willing to accept less money
to come aboard, have subverted that.

Does anyone believe that, with a re-
ported 45 percent of their cap space for
next season now committed to Porter and
Zach LaVine, the Bulls are any great threat

to the league’s elite?
What used to be fun and games has

become a business school lecture.
The Bulls, so far in this sad season, have

become a team only a CPA could love, and
not just because their year was effectively
over well before tax season began. Their
holding deal for Carmelo Anthony, a bal-
ance-sheet and legal-loophole transaction
never meant to put him in a Bulls uniform,
was a classic play for cash.

How was there no calculator giveaway
on the Bulls’ promotional schedule this
season?

Sports always has taught fans math.
Growing up, we learned how to calculate
percentages, averages and, ultimately,
probability by watching it, reading about it
and talking about it with our friends.

Then we were introduced to analytics
and learned more complex formulations to
measure players’ impact and value. Now
layer on cost analysis, return on invest-
ment, long-term financial planning and the
ability to track a roster full of contract
obligations and the implications on inscru-
table salary-cap rules the teams themselves
sometimes can’t keep straight.

Some fantasy sports leagues have always
included auctions, forcing participants to
embrace a simplified variation on salary

Trade makes sense in dollars
Phil Rosenthal

Finances are key when Bulls executives John Paxson, left, and Gar Forman consider trades. 
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Isn’t the Otto Porter Jr.

trade a big risk since he

makes so much money?

— Tom, Chicago
Any trade obviously

represents risk. Let’s look at the flip
side. Let Bobby Portis enter restricted
free agency and re-sign him at whatever
offer sheet to which he agrees. If he
doesn’t sign one, try to sign him for the
$12 million-$14 million annually that
likely would seal the deal. Get a high
draft pick. Sign one or two veteran,
mid-tier free agents to help the team
next season. I’m terrible at the general
managing thing, but that’s probably the
route I would’ve taken. I like Porter as a
player, but I don’t like the money he’s
making. It’s only two more years, but
what if he plays well? He’s going to want
a raise. Ultimately, management felt the
risk of landing a starter — and a player
they probably felt would be better than
anyone else they’d get in free agency —
as opposed to re-signing a bench player
in Portis was worth it. Time will tell.

The front office hasn’t won anything
in more than a decade now. What
have they done to deserve this in-
sane job security? — Matt, Plainview,
N.Y.

Bulls President Michael Reinsdorf
told the Tribune this during training
camp when asked a variation of your
question: “Every year at the end of the
season when John Paxson is talking
about the year in review, he says nobody
is untouchable except Michael Jordan.
If there came a time we felt we weren’t
headed in the right direction or we
didn’t feel confidence in John and Gar
(Forman), then obviously we’d look at it
from that perspective. I’m not there, my
dad’s not there. We really believe they’re
doing a great job. It’s so hard to build in
the NBA. I talk to other executives.
When Jerry West says to me, ‘I like
where you guys are as an organization
and what John and Gar are doing,’ that
sends a message to me.”

His words from last October aside, I
wouldn’t be surprised if some shifting of
responsibilities is on the table for this
offseason. But I also expect Paxson and
Forman to be back.

ASK THE REPORTER

K.C. JOHNSON

Time will tell on
Porter risk factor

coaching staff.
“When you’re in it every day with

someone, you find out who they are,”
Paxson said. “And one thing we’re really
pleased about — and we talk to Jim about
this because we’re such a young team — is
just the teaching component of the game to
our guys consistently every day. That first
week with the whole Boston game, that
was a bad way to start. But when you’re in it
with him every day, you see his passion, his
commitment, and the care he has for his
players and our organization. So we feel
he’s doing the right things.

“He’s trying to get our guys to under-
stand what being a professional is and to
play hard every night and practice hard
every day. We’re doing fine with Jim. Jim’s
been great in terms of communicating
every single day. We’re on a good page
there.”

Though guard Zach LaVine hasn’t
directly criticized Boylen, LaVine has
grown increasingly frustrated with some of
his postgame comments as the Bulls have
lost 16 of 18 games. Asked about that
dynamic, Paxson cited a history lesson by
referencing Phil Jackson without using his
name.

“I’m not going to get into day-to-day
personal things,” Paxson said. “I know
Zach is an incredibly talented player. Jim is
an incredibly competitive coach and per-
son. We need Zach. He’s got a unique
ability to score. Coach-player relationship
can be difficult on any level. I played for the
greatest coach of all time, and sometimes
relationships with players for him were not
always smooth. That’s not to say there’s
anything going on with Zach and Jim.

“One of Jim’s great strengths is his
constant communication with players. He
does not lie to them. He tells them the
truth. And Zach is a player who wants to be
great and has a lot of ways to grow, which is
exciting for both sides. Jim’s doing what he
thinks he has to do as a head coach. Jim sits
down with Zach frequently and shows him
film. They talk about the game, what Zach
can do better, those types of things. As a
head coach, you have to be willing to
confront and talk the truth to players. And
Jim does that, and he does it in a way that’s
very professional. I think you’d be hard-
pressed to find players that would ever say
Jim doesn’t care about them and wants the
best for them. That’s how he treats them.”

kcjohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @kcjhoop

Zach LaVine hasn’t criticized Bulls coach Jim Boylen but has sounded more frustrated.

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Bulls ‘doing fine with Jim’
Bulls, from Page 1

The Raptors, Bucks and 76ers made their
moves. Anthony Davis will have to wait
until the summer for his.

The Pelicans held on to Davis but dealt
Nikola Mirotic to the Bucks, one of the
Eastern Conference contenders who forti-
fied their rosters Thursday before the NBA
trade deadline.

The Raptors are getting former All-Star
center Marc Gasol from the Grizzlies. The
76ers, a day after acquiring Tobias Harris
from the Clippers, sent former No. 1 pick
Markelle Fultz to the Magic and will hope
Jonathan Simmons can provide production
where Fultz couldn’t.

All of the trades were confirmed by
people with knowledge of the details
because they couldn’t be announced before
the NBA approved them.

A busy swap season that included the
Mavericks’ acquisition last week of Kristaps
Porzingis from the Knicks ended without a
move for Davis, who dominated the discus-
sion in recent weeks. The Pelicans didn’t
find a deal for Davis, who had requested a
trade and informed the team he wouldn’t
sign a contract extension this summer.

The Lakers couldn’t put together a
strong enough package to the Pelicans’
liking for the All-Star big man, who will go
back into the trade market after the season.
Other marquee names will be available then
in a free-agent class that could include
Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving and Kawhi

Leonard.
The Celtics didn’t jump into the trade-

deadline fray but might try to get involved
in the summer. For now they appear to feel
they have enough to win the East.

The other conference contenders looked
for upgrades — and got some that likely will
fit well.

The Bucks (40-13) already have the
NBA’s best record, and Mirotic’s outside
shooting for a big man would appear to fit
perfectly in a lineup centered around
superstar Giannis Antetokounmpo.

Two games behind the Bucks, the
Raptors sent center Jonas Valanciunas to
the Grizzlies to acquire Gasol. Valanciunas
had been coming off the bench, and coach
Nick Nurse will have to decide whether he
uses Gasol in the same manner or returns to
a traditional bigger lineup with the former
defensive player of the year in the middle.

The 76ers have made two major trades
during the season, previously getting
Jimmy Butler from the Timberwolves
before the deal to bring in Harris.

All of those teams feel they improved
their chances to be the first East champion
without LeBron James since 2010.

Things were quieter in the West, where
none of the teams currently in playoff
position upgraded. The Clippers hold the
eighth spot but appear willing to give it up
in favor of positioning themselves to pursue
two top free agents in July.

The first-place Warriors and the teams
pursuing them still can bolster their rosters
by adding free agents. Players on rosters of
another team must be waived by March 1 in
order to sign with a new team and be
eligible for the postseason.

NBA TRADE DEADLINE

East contenders deal,
but Davis staying put 
West quiet as Pelicans star
will have to wait for summer 

By Brian Mahoney | Associated Press

LeBron James finally has Anthony Davis
as a teammate.

For one game.
His Lakers were unable to swing a deal

for Davis, but James drafted the Pelicans
star on Thursday when he and fellow
captain Giannis Antetokounmpo chose
their teams for the Feb. 17 All-Star Game in
Charlotte, N.C.

Davis told the Pelicans he wanted a trade,
and James has made it clear he would love
to play with him. But the Pelicans kept Davis
as the trade deadline passed, so for now
their time as teammates will be limited to
All-Star weekend. James pounced at the
chance to grab Davis with the second pick of
the reserve round.

“I’m very sure of that,” James said when
TNT host Ernie Johnson asked if he was
sure he wanted Davis as a teammate.

“Isn’t that tampering?” Antetokounmpo
asked.

As both players laughed, James respond-
ed, “Tampering rules do not apply on
All-Star weekend.”

James chose the Warriors’ Kevin Durant
with the No. 1 pick, as he did in last year’s
All-Star draft. They’ll be joined in the Team
LeBron starting five by the Celtics’ Kyrie
Irving, the Raptors’ Kawhi Leonard and the
Rockets’ James Harden.

Team Giannis, in addition to Antetok-
ounmpo, will start the Warriors’ Stephen
Curry, the 76ers’ Joel Embiid, the Thunder’s
Paul George and hometown favorite Kemba
Walker of the Hornets.

LeBron, Giannis make All-Star picks 
By Tim Reynolds | Associated Press
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Since the moment the Bulls
acquired him from the Knicks in
the Derrick Rose trade in June
2016, Robin Lopez has repre-
sented the franchise with profes-
sionalism, class and humor.

The situation is fluid, but
executive vice president John
Paxson said there are no current
plans to buy out Lopez’s $14.3
million contract now that Thurs-
day’s trade deadline passed with
no deal for the veteran center.

“My feeling right now — it can
change — is Robin will be with
us,” Paxson said. “Our players
love him. He’s a great teammate.
We don’t feel it’s an absolute
given that we have to just buy a
guy out to help another team.”

Though they granted one to
Dwyane Wade, the Bulls histori-
cally have frowned upon buy-
outs. But in this case, a buyout to
allow Lopez to join a contender
such as the Warriors would
reward a player who handled
getting removed from the start-
ing lineup professionally last

season, when the Bulls sought to
boost their draft lottery position.

“We’d have a discussion,” Pax-
son said, when asked what he’d
do if Lopez’s representatives ap-
proach him requesting a buyout.
“But also, players sign contracts.
We have great respect for Robin.
He’s a really interesting guy and
we’ve loved having him around.
And he’s been good for our team.
But when you’re under contract,
you’re under contract.

“(Pre-deadline) talk about the
whole buyout process in general
in a lot of ways hurts the trade
market. There’s all this belief that
guys are going to be bought out. I
certainly think it hurt us in this
case,” Paxson said. “So we are not
committed to anything right now.”

What does Lopez want?
“I’m a basketball player,” he

said. “I’m going to compete every
night, play some good ball and get
better.”

Brotherly love: Speaking of
Lopez’s sense of humor, he of-
fered this classic when asked
about Nikola Mirotic getting
traded to the Bucks, with whom

the former Bull will team with
Robin’s twin brother, Brook.

“I feel bad for Niko. He has to
play with Brookie,” Robin said.
“You know what’s even worse
about it? He already got the
superior experience of playing
with me. And now he has to go
and play with Brook. It’s like
living in Fresno and having to
move to Clovis.”

The twin brothers, who grew
up in Fresno, Calif., love throw-
ing good-natured barbs at each
other.

Layups: Zach LaVine didn’t
practice because he continues to
battle ankle soreness and the Bulls
have three games in four days. But
coach Jim Boylen said he expects
LaVine to play Friday at the Nets.
… The Bulls have an open roster
spot. General manager Gar For-
man said if the Bulls pursue a
player on the buyout market, it
will be “a young guy that we’re
intrigued with to give him a look.”
Lisle product Frank Kaminsky,
whose aunt Karen Stack Umlauf
is on the coaching staff, could be
waived by the Hornets.

BULLS NOTES

For now, Bulls holding on to Lopez
By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune

You’ve heard of the dog days of
summer? Well, these are the dog
days of winter for the Blackhawks.

When coach Jeremy Colliton
was addressing the players during
Thursday’s morning skate, he told
them, among other things, that he
needed them to “work like dogs.”

“I love dogs,” Colliton told
reporters after the skate. “So that’s
a good thing.”

The Hawks entered Thursday’s
game against the Canucks just
three points out of the final
wild-card spot. But they have their
work cut out for them if they hope
to make the playoffs. Except for
the Canucks and Ducks, each of
the wild-card contenders has
played fewer games than the
Hawks.

All the hard work they’ve put in
during their recent five-game
winning streak will be for naught
if they let up now. 

“The kind of dogs I like, they
love to work and they want to be
relentless,” Colliton said. “And we
want our guys to pursue the puck,
pressure and never give up. If we
do that, then I think we have the
players and we can get some
results.”

Kampf out 3-4 weeks: Forward
David Kampf suffered a right foot
injury in Tuesday’s 6-2 win over
the Oilers and will miss three to
four weeks, the Hawks an-
nounced Thursday.

Kampf, who has three goals and
13 assists in 50 games, has been
centering the third line with
Brandon Saad and Marcus Kruger
and playing on the penalty kill.

There was no corresponding
roster move, so for now the Hawks
are carrying 12 forwards and seven
defensemen. Brendan Perlini took
Kampf’s spot in the lineup.

A lack of forward depth has
been a sore spot all season for the
Hawks. Despite having only 16
points, Kampf has the seventh-
most of any Hawks forward.
Colliton said Kruger would likely
take Kampf’s spot centering the
third line.

One-timers: The team an-
nounced the 2019 Blackhawks
Convention will be held July
26-28 at the Hilton Chicago.
Tickets will go on sale Feb. 15 at 10
a.m. ... Duncan Keith (mainte-
nance) did not participate in
Thursday’s morning skate. ... Pat-
rick Kane took a 12-game point
streak into Thursday’s game, the
fourth-longest of his career. 

BLACKHAWKS NOTES

Colliton wants Hawks
to ‘work like dogs’
By Jimmy Greenfield
Chicago Tribune

BULLS BLACKHAWKS

The Bulls made no additional
moves Thursday as the NBA
trade deadline passed.

But their Wednesday acquisi-
tion of Otto Porter Jr. from the
Wizards in exchange for Bobby
Portis, Jabari Parker and a 2023
second-round pick essentially
began their 2019 free agency five
months early.

What that says about a fran-
chise in the country’s third-
largest market depends on how
you view the rebuild undertaken
with the June 2017 trade of
Jimmy Butler.

Porter, due $55.7 million over
the next two seasons, is no Butler,
but the 6-foot-8 small forward
fills a position of need. And at 25,
he fits within the organizational
timeline as management contin-
ues to express belief in corner-
stones Lauri Markkanen, Wen-
dell Carter Jr. and Zach LaVine.

“We’re not in the position to
go after the big names, the
franchise changers. We’re look-
ing at things realistically,” execu-
tive vice president John Paxson
said Thursday at the Advocate
Center. “We also looked ahead to
this summer, and even the sum-
mer beyond, at available wings
and versatile players. There are
no guarantees of getting players
like that.

“We thought this was a perfect
opportunity to get Otto. Is he
making a lot of money? Of
course. But we also felt that we
tried to re-sign Bobby this past
offseason. We made him an offer
that he turned down, which is his
right. As we evaluate our team,
we looked at having Lauri as our
starting power forward, Wendell
as our starting center for hope-
fully many, many years. To invest
a lot of money — as much as we
love Bobby — in a position that
was going to be a backup for us
when we knew we could get a
starting small forward, that made
more sense to us.”

Sources said in the fall the
Bulls were willing to sign Portis
to a four-year, $50 million exten-

sion. There’s belief he will be
seeking $16 million annually in
restricted free agency.

The Bulls will still have
roughly $19 million of salary-cap
space this summer to work the
edges of free agency and find
veterans who can add victories to
their player-development goals.

“We’re going to have a high
draft pick, a second-round pick,
and with the money we have
available, we want to address the
veteran players that we feel can fit
the team and help our young
players along,” Paxson said.
“That’s been the challenge with
the rebuild — finding the right
veterans to lead in the locker
room. And even though Otto is 25
and a quiet guy, he has been in the
league six years and has had
success. So we’ll see how he does.”

The Bulls were players in the
LeBron James-Dwyane Wade
free-agency game in 2010. They
finished runners-up when
Carmelo Anthony chose to re-
sign with the Knicks in 2014.

As teams line up to chase
Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving and
Kawhi Leonard in free agency
and position themselves to trade
for Anthony Davis, the Bulls are
taking a more methodical ap-
proach.

“That’s what we’re aspiring
to,” Paxson said of being a
preferred destination for stars.
“Every organization is at a differ-
ent point in their cycle as a team.
We’re at a very beginning point
of a rebuild, and we’re still very
positive with the direction we’ve
chosen. We understood going
into this that it would be really
hard and at times painful. This
year it’s been more painful than
we thought, given when we
started healthy and excited on
Day 1.

“Those things have changed
over time. And when our guys
have been together, candidly, we
probably haven’t played at the
level you would hope. But with
that said, over the last two to three
weeks, we’re seeing some signs.
We’re not winning games, but
we’re seeing signs of defensive
improvement, which is good.”

The Bulls signed Parker to a
two-year, $40 million deal as last
summer’s premier offseason
move. Even acknowledging that
the deal carried a team option for
the second season, Parker’s

homecoming proved disastrous.
Coach Jim Boylen even benched
him shortly after taking over in
December.

“Obviously, we need to contin-
ue to add talent to this roster,”
general manager Gar Forman
said. “And we need to add young
talent to this roster. What we saw
in Jabari was a guy who is 23
years old and had talent. Some-
times, the pieces don’t fit exactly
right.

“Jabari had some really good
games for us, but there were
some struggles with him also.
The key thing as John and I were
looking at trying to get a talented
player is it was going to be a
short-term commitment. You
hope for the best. And if it’s not
working out, you’re not locked in
long term.”

Added Paxson: “We accept
responsibility for the all the
moves we make. We thought at
the time it was worth a roll of the
dice. It didn’t work out for either
party. That sometimes happens.
It has allowed us to make a move
that we’re happy with.”

As a career 39.9 percent 3-
point shooter, Porter should help
space the floor and possibly
wring more consistent play from
Kris Dunn, whom Paxson said
the Bulls still are evaluating.

The Markkanen and Carter
picks have management confi-
dent it can add another impact
player in the draft.

“I’m confident in our ability to
get there because we’ve done it
before,” Paxson said, referencing
his first rebuild in the mid-2000s
centered on Kirk Hinrich, Luol
Deng and Ben Gordon. “We
understand that, as painful as it is
for our fans and everybody else,
we have to remain patient.”

Porter’s physical didn’t con-
clude in time for him to make the
Bulls’ afternoon charter flight to
New York, so he flew commer-
cially with a team staffer. He met
his new teammates and is ex-
pected to be available Friday
against the Nets.

“To me, Otto Porter is what
the league is — 6-6 to 6-8,
multiposition defender, can ‘3
and D,’ has got playoff experi-
ence,” Boylen said. “He can fit in
to what we’re doing.”

kcjohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @kcjhoop

Bulls coach Jim Boylen said newly acquired small forward Otto Porter Jr. “is what the league is.” 
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A head start
Porter trade falls in
line of what Bulls
want to do in rebuild

By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune

Blackhawks goalie Cam Ward
was face down on the massage
table, his shoulders square and
torso still.

From the waist up, Ward, arms
by his side, was the picture of calm.

From the waist down, all hell
was breaking loose.

Hawks strength and condition-
ing coach Paul Goodman stood
over Ward, working him over like
a pretzel — moving his 34-year-
old ankles, legs and hips in one
direction then another to help get
him ready to play 60 minutes, or
perhaps more, of an NHL game.

“As goaltenders, a lot of what
we do is in the butterfly position
and your knee joints and your hip
joints,” Ward said. “There’s a lot of
wear and tear on them. You’ve got
to make sure you’re treating them
appropriately to withstand a long
season. As you get older you need
to make sure you stay on top of it
to stay loose.”

Away from the massage table, it
has been a season of twists and
turns for Ward as well. Where it
ends is too early to say, but Ward is
riding a high with three straight
victories as part of the five-game
winning streak the Hawks took
into Thursday night’s game against
the Canucks at the United Center.

The first few games of the
season brought Ward similar suc-
cess. With Corey Crawford unable
to play because of a lingering
concussion, Ward started the
Hawks’ first five games and led
them to a 3-0-2 record. When
Crawford returned, Ward’s
playing time plummeted and he
went into a slump.

Ward won one of eight starts as
Crawford’s backup, posting an
.889 save percentage and a 3.95
goals-against average. Then came
another turning point.

On Dec. 16, Crawford sustained
another concussion against the
Sharks and Ward replaced him,
allowing five goals in two periods.
After the game, Ward was angry.

He let the team know how he felt
with some choice postgame words
that carried far beyond that night.

“The vocal stuff in the locker
room and on the bench can’t always
come from the same guys,” Hawks
captain Jonathan Toews said. “The
team really responds and rallies
when it comes from a guy that’s
maybe not wearing a letter or a guy
you’re not expecting to hear from.

“A guy like Wardo focuses on
his job, but when he has some-
thing to say everyone listens and
responds. We love that.”

But Ward hasn’t made his living
as a motivational speaker;he’s made
it by stopping 100 mph slap shots. If
Ward weren’t able to do that still, he
wouldn’t be pairing up with rookie
Collin Delia — who started against
the Canucks — to help turn around
the Hawks’ season.

Coach Jeremy Colliton has gone
the atypical route by using both his
goalies nearly equally since Craw-
ford’s injury. Ward is 6-3 in nine
starts, while Delia was 5-2-3 in 10
entering Thursday’s game.

“We like them both, and they’re
doing a good job, so why wouldn’t
we keep both of them fresh and
ready?” Colliton said. “As long as
that continues, we’ll probably
keep this arrangement.”

That is fine with Ward, whose
confidence is soaring.

“Sometimes when you amp
yourself up it can work against you,”
Ward said. “So I’ve been trying to be
mindful of taking deep breaths and
remaining calm. The puck appears
bigger now than it did before.”

The Hawks’ aspirations also are
bigger than they have been all
season. They entered Thursday
three points out of the second
wild-card spot in the Western
Conference, with five teams to
pass to get there.

“If we keep winning games, you
never know what could happen,”
Ward said. “There’s a belief in this
group and this coaching staff that
if we continue to do what we’re
doing and play the way that we
can play, good things can happen.”

Can Ward lead the Hawks to
the playoffs? Now that would be a
twist.

jgreenfield@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @jcgreenx

BLACKHAWKS 4, CANUCKS 3 (OT)

Ward flying high
along with Hawks
Goaltender finding
rhythm during team’s
charge into contention

CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

By Jimmy Greenfield
Chicago Tribune

HAWKS RECAP
Jonathan Toews’ overtime goal with 1 minute, 39 seconds left
(above) gave the Hawks a 4-3 win against the Canucks at the
United Center. Their sixth straight victory moved them within

two points of the final Western Conference wild-card playoff spot.
Alex DeBrincat scored his 27th and 28th goals, and Hawks goalie Collin
Delia made 40 saves for his third straight victory. Patrick Kane assisted
DeBrincat’s first goal to extend his point streak to 13 games.
■ For the full story, go to chicagotribune.com/sports
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DURHAM, N.C. — There’s a reason
NBA teams are #DyinForZion.

As the Sporting News put it: “Those
trying to compare Zion Williamson to
the likes of Charles Barkley, Larry
Johnson or LeBron James are getting it
wrong. Williamson is the first of his
kind.”

OK then.
At 6-foot-7 and a somehow-fleet 285

pounds, Williamson might be a viable
candidate to win both the slam-dunk
and Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating contests.
Actually that second part is silly. His
tummy fills up from taking the lunch
from whoever guards him.

After the thunderous Williamson
scored 26 points at Notre Dame, Irish
coach Mike Brey joked that it would be
“cruel and unusual punishment” to ask
one of his players to take a charge against
the Duke freshman.

Williamson is the runaway favorite for
national player of the year. He’s an
absurdly well-rounded forward averag-
ing 22 points, 9.4 rebounds, 2.3 assists, 2.2
steals and two blocks. He is shooting a
hellacious 68.2 percent, but there’s room
for improvement from the foul line (65.7)
and 3-point range (28.6).

Where he’s from
Williamson, 18, is from Spartanburg,

S.C., and favored Clemson early in his
recruitment. His first offer came from
hometown Wofford at the end of his
freshman season. As Williamson devel-
oped a tight end’s (and then NFL
defensive end’s) frame, the big schools
swooped in. Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski
offered him a scholarship before his
junior season; LSU wanted him to play
football.

His father, Lateef Williamson, earned
a scholarship to N.C. State but opted to
play on the defensive line at Livingstone
College in North Carolina. There he met
track athlete Sharonda Simpson,
Williamson’s mother. Simpson later
married former Clemson basketball
player Lee Anderson.

“Zion is really a homebody,” Simpson
told the Charlotte Observer in 2016.
“Most teenagers are interested in getting
a car and hanging with friends, but if he’s
not playing, he wants to … play video
games and watch Netflix.”

The lefty developed into the nation’s
No. 5 recruit in his class, via the
247Sports.com composite, trailing cur-
rent teammates RJ Barrett and Cam
Reddish.

His game
Williamson’s biggest flaw might be

overactive sweat glands.
Against Boston College on Tuesday,

he told the officials he was reluctant to
tuck in his jersey because the bottom
was wet. Lo and behold, he let a ball slip
through his hands on a would-be dunk
with four minutes to play.

“I said: ‘Mr. Ref, my hands get
slippery,’ ” he said. “But I wasn’t mad at
the ref, I was mad at myself for trying to
go too fast.”

Noting that Williamson still had a
monster rebounding effort — 17 — to go
with 16 points, Krzyzewski joked with
the media afterward that sweaty fingers
would reflect a better writing effort.

Boston College coach Jim Christian
said about Williamson: “For all the
things said about him, seeing him live for
the first time … he plays so dang hard. He
changed the whole game. He comes up
with more balls than anyone I’ve ever
seen. That’s a straight winner.”

After hearing those comments,
Krzyzewski said of Williamson: “He’s a
competitor, he’s tough, he’s never look-
ing for a call. He just plays so hard.

“Jim is right: I’m lucky to have him
and we’re lucky to be watching him. He’s
a very special guy and (he) will continue
to get better.”

What’s next
Williamson will enter the NBA draft

and be selected No. 1 unless the lottery
winner falls in love with Barrett’s
potential to be a James Harden-caliber
scorer.

”That dude is a franchise-changer,”
Bulls guard Zach LaVine said of
Williamson. “He can jump like me, but
he looks like an outside linebacker. He’s a
freak of nature.”

Scottie Pippen said on ESPN’s “The
Jump” that Williamson is the NBA’s best
prospect since Michael Jordan joined
the league in 1984. Williamson and
Barrett are friends with Bulls big man
Wendell Carter Jr., who played at Duke
last season.

“Wendell, I talk to him; he’s a real cool
guy,” Williamson said. “The Chicago
Bulls, that’s a great organization, a lot of
history there. Whoever drafts me, that’s
where I will love to be.”

Barrett, by the way, told the Tribune:
“They’re the Bulls. They will always
have the tradition because they won so
much and had Michael Jordan. It would
be an honor to be there.”

Freshman
phenom
is beyond
compare
By Teddy Greenstein
Chicago Tribune

There was a time, not long ago, when
NBA teams actually tried to win every
game. No joke!

Then along came LeBron James.
After the Cavaliers added a monarch in

the 2003 draft, more and more teams
sought to flee the NBA’s middle class.
Tanking became an art form, exemplified by
the 76ers’ multiyear teardown “Process”
and the Bulls’ decision late last season to
drop Robin Lopez, Justin Holiday and
Jerian Grant from the rotation. (Yes, they
actually had worse/younger players.)

All that jockeying for the most pingpong
balls led the league to tweak the draft
lottery for the first time in 25 years. The
new system takes effect this season, just in
time to disincentivize tanking for the
285-pound tank known as Zion
Williamson. (Credit the Sun-Times’ Rick
Morrissey for that line.)

You’ll want to consult the numbers below
for all the fun figures, but here is the big
picture: Last year the league’s worst team
had a 25 percent chance to land the No. 1
pick. That dropped to 19.9 percent for the
second-worst team and 15.6 percent for the
third-worst.

This year the bottom three all have the
same chance: 14 percent.

After that, the percentages drop to 12.5
percent, 10.5, 9, 7.5, 6, 4.5, 3, 2, 1.5, 1 and 0.5.
So the 14th-worst team has a 1-in-200
chance to strike gold.

After the league conducts a drawing for
the first four picks, the draft order will be
determined in inverse order of the teams’
records. The 14 teams that miss the playoffs
get a lottery slot.

Also,the worst team now can fall to the
fifth pick rather than fourth. The Bulls, who
currently have the league’s fourth-worst
record, could pick as low as eighth.

Odds have been altered in NBA draft lottery
By Teddy Greenstein | Chicago Tribune

like … I appreciate the confidence (Pippen)
sees in me. Just gives me something to work
harder for.”

Hard work is subjective, but little else in
Williamson’s game is. The freshman is the
nation’s only player averaging 20-plus
points while shooting better than 61
percent (an outrageous 68.2 percent). He’s
also the only player with at least 40 steals
(48), blocks (44) and dunks (47).

He should be up to 49 dunks but
stumbled onto some kryptonite against
Boston College. After stealing a pass with
about nine minutes to play, Williamson
dribbled and soared to the rim for a
windmill slam.

“Here we go!” Dick Vitale yelled on
ESPN’s telecast.

Doink. The ball bounced out.
Vitale: “He’s human! He’s human!”
The face-painted crazies in the Duke

student section chanted: “We still love you!
We still love you!” 

And with four minutes to play, Cam
Reddish found Williamson all alone near
the basket. The crowd gasped. Williamson
elevated … and had the ball slip from his
fingers and out of bounds.

Coach Mike Krzyzewski had already
planned to sub him out, so when the horn
sounded, Williamson stomped to the bench.
He looked angry, taking a seat without
dapping his teammates.

Coach K put it like this: “Look, he’s a
human being. It was pretty hot in here and I
think he was sweating a lot. We’re OK with
him; he had 17 rebounds. I guess he wasn’t
sweating that much.”

Williamson finished with 16 points, his
lowest total since getting poked in the eye
against Florida State four weeks ago.

He explained his momentary frustration:
“The ref told me, ‘Tuck your jersey in.’ I
said, ‘Mr. Ref, my jersey is wet. I sweat a lot.
Whenever I touch it, my hands get slippery.’
But I wasn’t mad at the ref. I was mad at
myself for trying to go too fast.”

He knows no other speed. Williamson
won’t turn 19 until July but already has 2.3
million Instagram followers and practically
co-stars with ESPN anchors such as Scott
Van Pelt and Mike Greenberg on nights and
mornings after Duke games.

Everyone in basketball watches the
highlights and attempts to make compari-
sons. Is the 6-foot-7, 285-pounder most like
Charles Barkley? Larry Johnson? Shawn
Kemp?

“I want to say Charles Barkley, but I feel
like that’s an understatement,” said Wendell
Carter Jr., the Bulls rookie who played at
Duke last season. “With him being so large
and so agile at the same time, it’s very, very

rare.”
Said Bulls teammate Zach LaVine: “That

dude is a franchise-changer. He can jump
like me, but he looks like an outside
linebacker. He’s a freak of nature. Dude will
change a franchise.’’

The public, not to mention Pippen,
believes it’s a foregone conclusion
Williamson will be the top pick. If the Bulls
finish with a bottom-three record, they will
have a 14 percent chance to claim him. If
they’re fourth-worst, it dips to 12.5 percent.

Many basketball people, coaches and
scouts, believe there’s only a modest gap
between Williamson and RJ Barrett, Duke’s
leading scorer at 23 points per game.
Williamson is at 22.

“If you don’t pick Zion at No. 1, do you get
run out of town?” one Division I coach said.

Vitale said this during the broadcast:
“Whoever drafts this kid is gonna love it.
He’s a box-office bonanza.”

The 6-7 Barrett, who entered the season
No. 1 on most draft boards, might be more of
a known quantity though.

“He is in the James Harden mold,”
another coach said. “He will be an aggres-
sive, hungry scorer, attacking at all times.
He’ll be a big iso guy and get to the foul line.
With Barrett, you know what you’re getting.

“Zion is a unicorn. He gets a lot of activity
off the glass, off the break. What I love about
him is his motor. Every time I watch him, he
plays with such a joy and energy. And that
athleticism … but he has to become a better
shooter, and there’s some question about
how you use him.”

Williamson is listed at 6-7, so perhaps 2
inches taller than Barkley but still under-
sized for an NBA small forward.

“Is he a power forward? Could you play
him at two (shooting guard) because of his
foot quickness and post him up?” legendary
NBA analyst Hubie Brown asked Tuesday
during Boston College’s shootaround at
Cameron Indoor Stadium. “That’s a big
question.”

What the scouts who dig deeper on
Williamson will find is a rare trait, even
more uncommon than a 285-pound man
who can go eye to eye with the rim. That
trait is empathy.

“As great a basketball player as he is, he’s
a better person,” said Brennan Besser, a
fourth-year Duke walk-on guard who
graduated from Chicago’s Latin School.
“I’ve seen a number of unbelievably tal-
ented players who are now in the NBA, and
he is the first teammate to leverage his star
power to create a more equitable space for
everyone on the team.”

Williamson does this in a number of
ways. By including Buckmire, a little-used
guard, in interviews. By giving teammates
such as Besser a shoutout in Duke-

produced (“Duke Blue Planet”) videos. By
approaching guard Alex O’Connell on
Tuesday after he drained a long jumper.

“He said, ‘Good shot,’ ” O’Connell said. “I
wasn’t playing too well and he was trying to
pick me up.”

Said Besser: “Duke recruits great players.
A lot of times these guys are so basketball-
centric. Zion is the most multidimensional
player and friend that I’ve come across. It
creates a culture where everybody feels
loved. He does it because he’s a nice guy and
he knows that if he were a walk-on, he’d
want to be treated that way. He has that
sixth sense. He cares about other people.”

He and Barrett seem to make a special
effort not to display any jealousy or
competition.

A recent WilliamsonInstagram post was
a two-picture display of him and Barrett
chatting and chest-bumping.

A Barrett post showed him with his head
in Williamson’s chest above the caption:
“He’s my brother like he’s my mother’s kid.” 

Asked if there will be a friendly competi-
tion for the No. 1 spot in the draft, Barrett
replied: “Nah. There are a lot of variables
that go into who gets picked there.
Whoever goes No. 1, we will be happy for
our brothers.”

Is it a foregone conclusion Williamson
will go No. 1?

“We do not know what’s going to happen
yet,” Barrett said, and then he clapped. “We
don’t know who has the picks yet.”

What we do know is second-ranked
Duke (20-2) is spectacular yet flawed as it
heads into Saturday’s intriguing matchup at
No. 3 Virginia.

The Blue Devils shot 1-for-15 from
3-point range in the first half against BC,
trailing 30-28 at the break. Then they
snapped out of it, dominated defensively, hit
6 of 9 from deep and outscored the Eagles
52-25.

“In the second half we were great, not
good,” Krzyzewski said.

Even after blowing those two dunks,
Williamson was cheery after the game. He
made light of Pippen’s recommendation
last month that Williamson “shut it down”
to avoid injuries and protect his draft status.

“Mike, would you hate me if I shut down
the season?” Williamson said to Buckmire,
his alter ego.

Buckmire: “Of course.”
“I couldn’t do that to my teammates,”

Williamson said. “Again, thank you (to
Pippen) for the confidence in me in what
type of player I can become, but I love
college too much to stop playing. I wouldn’t
give this up.”

tgreenstein@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @TeddyGreenstein

Duke’s Zion Williamson, whose pro potential has drawn some lofty comparisons, takes on Boston College’s Ky Bowman on Tuesday. 

CHRIS SEWARD/AP 

Duke’s unique talent 
Williamson, from Page 1

NBA DRAFT
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Dylan Cease didn’t advance
very far in the Cubs organization
before they traded him to the
White Sox. But he hasn’t forgotten
the special care the Cubs gave him
after his Tommy John surgery five
years ago as he prepares to play a
prominent role in the Sox’s prom-
ising future.

“At the time, (I was) doing what
I was told to do,” said Cease, a
23-year-old right-hander. “With
the White Sox, they’ve definitely
taken the reins off more, and that
kind of gives me more opportunity
to maybe fail and more opportuni-
ty to experiment with things.

“But I have no regrets with how
(the Cubs) handled me.”

The Cubs traded Cease and
slugger Eloy Jimenez to the Sox in
the Jose Quintana deal in July
2017. Trading Cease highlighted
two sore spots in the Cubs’ player
development department:

— Cease’s departure further
drained the already shallow pool
of pitching prospects from the
first four drafts of the Theo
Epstein regime. 

— Cease was still in low Class A
at the time — two full seasons after
returning from surgery.

The Cubs have been open about
their failure to develop a deep pool
of homegrown pitchers despite an
abundance of candidates, and
they’ve vowed to push those
pitchers harder than in the past.

“We have to re-evaluate what
we’ve been doing because it hasn’t
been working,” Jason McLeod, the
Cubs’ senior vice president of
scouting and player development,
said last month at the Cubs
Convention. “It’s really that —
looking at ourselves and looking at

some of the things we can do to
change that.”

Given the age and cost of their
projected 2019 rotation, the Cubs
have an urgent need to develop
young starting pitchers. Cole
Hamels (age 35), John Lester (35)
and Yu Dervish (32) will earn
$62.5 million in base salaries, with
Hamels scheduled to be a free
agent after this season and Lester
after 2020 unless he meets certain
innings benchmarks. 

Cease, one of seven pitchers the
Cubs selected in the first 10
rounds of the 2014 draft, isn’t the
only pitching prospect they have
traded for veteran help. They dealt
2013 10th-round pick Zack Godley
to land catcher Miguel Montero in
2014. And they traded 2012 sup-
plemental first-round pick Paul
Blackburn in a deal for Mike
Montgomery in 2016. The result
has been a reliance on the free-
agent and trade markets to fill
their rotation at a high cost.

“I don’t know if surprised is the
right word,” Cease said of the lack
of drafted pitchers to make their
debuts with the Cubs. “It is a hard
game. Most guys aren’t going to
make it. So surprised? No. But it
was fun playing with those guys,
and I wish them the best.”

Changes to end the pitching
drought started late in 2015,
shortly before minor-league pitch-
ing coordinator Derek Johnson
left to become the Brewers’ pitch-
ing coach. McLeod said Johnson
wanted to loosen restrictions on
pitchers, and they followed
through by allowing right-hander
Thomas Hatch, who missed all of
2015 at Oklahoma State because of
a strained ligament in his right
elbow, to make 26 starts in his first
full professional season at Class A
Myrtle Beach in 2017.

“You definitely can get into a
rehab mindset,” Cease said of the
protection he was given. “It’s
almost like a noncompetitive
mindset because you’re so limited
sometimes. When the reins are
off, you’ve got to take accountabil-
ity for yourself, and it’s game
action. That can definitely help
build players up.”

The other noticeable shift oc-
curred in 2017, when the amateur
scouting department began to put
a greater emphasis on pitchers
with a dominant strikeout pitch
over those with sound mechanics
and strike-throwing ability. And
they worried less about giving
pitchers with a tender arm extra
rest, particularly those drafted and
signed out of high school.

“Maybe we’ll add a skipped
start to get through a whole
season because ultimately we
want guys to learn how to pitch
when they’re tired,” McLeod said.

Evaluators from three organi-
zations told the Tribune they
recognized and understood the
Cubs’ past policy but thought the
Cubs drafted some pitchers much
higher than their talent war-

ranted. 
Conversely, Godley blossomed

into a 15-game winner with the
Diamondbacks despite the Cubs
drafting six pitchers ahead of him
in 2013.

“As we sit here five to six years
later, not to be egregious about it,
but we’ll probably be a little more
aggressive,” McLeod said.

Epstein and McLeod say they
are optimistic because of the
talent at the lower levels coupled
with the change in philosophy and
added resources, such as Brendan
Sagara, who was hired after the
2017 season as the minor-league
pitching coordinator.

“This is probably the first year I
can confidently sit here and feel
like we have the guys who can
help the team in the major leagues
if needed,” McLeod said.

Right-hander Adbert Alzolay
and left-hander Justin Steele will
receive plenty of attention at
major-league spring training
camp. But former draft picks such
as Alex Lange, Brendon Little,
Cory Abbott, Keegan Thompson,
Tyson Miller and Hatch have
much to prove. 

Long-range starting pitching
remains a concern, although the
Cubs have high hopes for interna-
tional signees Brailyn Marquez,
Richard Gallardo, Jose Albertos,
Yovanny Cruz and Oscar De La
Cruz.

With the major-league rotation
intact for now, contributions from
past drafts may come from reliev-
ers Dillon Maples, who was
drafted one year before Epstein’s
arrival, and James Norwood, who
was drafted in the seventh round
— one round behind Cease — in
2014.

“I think a lot of our guys are
underrated,” said catcher Taylor
Davis, who has spent the last five
seasons at Double-A Tennessee
and Triple-A Iowa. “When I say
that, they’re not on any of these
top prospects list.

“And I think there are a lot of
guys who can help major-league
teams, whether they’re on our
team or someone else gets them.
There are a lot of guys who can
help this team win.”

mgonzales@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MDGonzales

Dylan Cease pitches for Class-A South Bend in 2017. Cease is one of several pitchers drafted by the Cubs during the Theo Epsiten era that is no longer with the organization.

JOHN MERSITS/AP 

A pitch for development
Cubs have struck out with homegrown
talent recently, but they’re working on fix

Zack Godley, a former Cubs draft pick, has established himself as a
solid big-league starter for the Diamondbacks.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

BY THE NUMBERS 
The Cubs started to change their
methods in drafting and developing
pitchers after a lack of success in
their first four drafts of the Theo
Epstein regime. Here’s a look at the
numbers in the first 10 rounds of
those four drafts (2012-15):

Pitchers drafted: 30

Pitchers drafted who reached

the majors: 6

Pitchers drafted who pitched

for the Cubs: 4

Major league innings thrown:

6251⁄3

Major league innings thrown for

Cubs: 502⁄3

By Mark Gonzales
Chicago Tribune

impact of the swan song. But it’s
still sad to see the Cubs leaving
WGN, a partner through thick
and (mostly) thin. It’s just another
sign that nothing lasts forever.
Recall that the Cubs and WGN
Radio split after the 2014 season,
ending a relationship that dated
to 1925.

If you’re a baby boomer Cubs
fan, their games may be the only
thing left on local TV that was on
when you started watching. Fifty
years ago, Bozo, Ray Rayner and
Jack Brickhouse were the voices
you listened to more than your
teacher.

In my first year as Cubs beat
writer in 1997, WGN televised 144
games. That ’97 team started 0-14
and wound up losing 94 games,
but at least you could watch them
on free TV — or on the supersta-
tion if you had moved from Chi-
cago.

The following January, the
Cubs owners — Tribune Co. —
decided to reduce the WGN
schedule to 92 games, placing 62
games on CLTV, the company’s
local cable news channel.

The move was done to accom-
modate prime-time WB Network
shows, such as “Buffy the Vam-
pire Slayer,” which brought in
more revenue.

“I’m more attractive than
Buffy,” Cubs announcer Harry
Caray said, before lamenting “no
one will hear me anymore” on the
cable channel.

Many fans were outraged. One
letter printed in the Tribune
sports section stated: “Only the
incredibly stupid Cubs/Tribune/
WGN management could make
such a colossal miscalculation.”

Caray never made the transi-
tion. He died three weeks later,
and grandson Chip Caray took
the mic during the ’98 season, one
of the craziest in Cubs history.

Sammy Sosa’s duel with Mark
McGwire for the single-season
home-run record and rookie
Kerry Wood’s strikeout fests
made the Cubs must-see TV.

With the Cubs in contention in
late July and more than one-third
of the remaining games sched-
uled to air on CLTV, Tribune Co.
bowed to pressure and an-
nounced it would move selected
Cubs games back to WGN “de-
pending on the pennant race.”

Fans gradually grew accus-
tomed to watching games on
cable, and in 2003 the Cubs,
White Sox, Bulls and Blackhawks
began their own channel, Com-
cast SportsNet Chicago, now NBC
Sports Chicago. As former Bulls
executive Steve Schanwald ex-
plained at the time, the move was
made to “cut out the middleman,”
or basically provide more reve-
nuefor the teams.

Fans obviously will tune in
wherever the listings say the

game is airing, assuming they can
find which channel that is on any
given day. The Cubs had the
fifth-highest ratings among re-
gional sports networks last year,
according to Nielsen data pro-
vided to Forbes, trailing the Car-
dinals, Red Sox, Indians and
Brewers. The White Sox finished
last among the 29 teams. (The
Blue Jays aren’t part of the
Nielsen ratings because they’re
located in Canada.)

And there really is little differ-
ence between a game telecast on
WGN, ABC-7 or NBC Sports
Chicago. The broadcasters, Len
Kasper and Jim Deshaies, provide
the same descriptions. The sev-
enth-inning stretch remains a
staple of all three telecasts. And
the veteran producer of Cubs
telecasts, Marc Brady, uses the
ballpark and neighborhood as
part of the visual presentation,
whether it’s a fan chugging a beer
after catching a foul ball in his or

her cup or a glimpse of a sailboat
on Lake Michigan. Arne Harris,
the late WGN director of Cubs
telecasts, started that tradition in
the 1980s. 

“The Cubs lose a double-
header, but look at all the people
walking out of park,” Harris once
said. “They aren’t sad. Baseball
was important, but watching
Harry sing and having a good
time is what was really impor-
tant.”

Maybe the Cubs still would’ve
been the Cubs without WGN. The
years of losing separated them
from other franchises, and truth-
fully, they really weren’t all that
lovable some seasons.

But WGN helped broaden their
appeal, particularly in 1984, and
made them into a national team.
Here’s hoping their final season
ends with a cliffhanger.

psullivan@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @PWSullivan

Cubs’ last hurrah on WGN a piece of history
Sullivan, from Page 1

CUBS
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F
or several days, the death of
Frank Robinson had been
expected. Editors called

reporters to prepare apprecia-
tions. But Frank, no respecter of
deadlines or demise, didn’t depart
on schedule. Some of us who
covered him for years enjoyed the
thought of Death trying to cope
with Frank.

Robinson was the proudest,
orneriest, most competitive man
in baseball from his arrival in 1956
— as a rookie who hit 38 homers
at age 20 — until 2006, when, in
his 16th year as a manager, his old
fierce eyes still made his Nats
players seem tame. 

“You know you can’t beat me,”
says the Grim Reaper. Frank,
silent, just glares and digs in.
Robinson didn’t just crowd the
plate; he crowded life. 

On Thursday, Robinson passed
away at 83. Many will recall his
Triple Crown season leading the
Baltimore Orioles to a World
Series title in 1966. Others will
find the most lasting value in his
dignified barrier-breaking work
as the first African-American
manager in 1975 with Cleveland
and then as manager of the year
back with the Orioles in 1989.

Washington fans will remem-
ber Robinson’s fiery leadership of
the 2005 Nationals, D.C.’s first
team after a 33-year wait. They
were supposed to be awful. Rob-
inson refused to allow it. They
were in first place at the All-Star
break, in contention in September
and weren’t losers — they fin-
ished 81-81. Once, Robinson,
almost 70, pushed through a
melee trying to punch tough-guy
Angels manager Mike Scioscia.
With big fists and an upper body
that recalled a 541-foot homer he
hit out of Memorial Stadium,
Robinson truly wanted a piece of
Scioscia.

But Robinson had other sides
beyond the need to intimidate
opponents or drive teammates to
their competitive limits or re-
spond to any challenge with
flashing eyes, a smart, quick
tongue and, if necessary, his fists.

In 1988, after the Orioles
started the season 0-6, Robinson
replaced Cal Ripken Sr. as man-
ager. When their record reached
0-20, the whole sports nation
watched, aghast and empathetic.
Long before the 21st game, Frank
sat alone in his office. I handed
him a lapel button that read, “It’s
Been Lovely, but I Have to
Scream Now.”

He burst out laughing. And put
the button in his top drawer. 

A few years earlier, Frank and I
had broken the ice when he was a
coach on Earl Weaver’s staff. One
day, I wrote that the Nos. 1-2-3
hitters in the Orioles’ order
should all be benched. 

“Firemen go into burning
buildings for $10,000 a year,” I
said. “For $1 million, Fred Lynn
won’t pinch-hit with the bases
loaded in Yankee Stadium if he
has a cold.” 

The next day, Lynn stopped
talking to the media but also
immediately got red-hot and won
the American League player of
the week award. A few days later,
Robinson said, “Could you rip
Freddie again next week?”

These days, the notion that a
manager can lead a team, and add
to its win total, through the force
of a scary-intense personality,
through anger as well as inspira-
tion, through stop-being-a-dog
criticism is treated as a silly, irra-
tional anachronism. Do they do
that in middle-management at
Apple? 

That’s wrong. I covered two
Robinson teams that finished 20
to 30 games better than MLB
experts thought they should.
There were many reasons, but
none bigger than Frank’s back-of-

the-plane to top-step-of-the-
dugout leadership. 

The 1987 Orioles started 0-21
and ended 54-107. But they im-
proved the next season by 311⁄2

games and missed the postseason
only on the last weekend of the
season. They were a six-month
national story. At that time, just
two teams had ever improved by
more games: the 1903 Giants and
the 1946 Red Sox (who warrant
an asterisk because they got Ted
Williams and other stars back
from World War II). 

Baltimore kept Robinson in
charge while subtracting un-
happy talent, such as Eddie Mur-
ray, and adding kids or nobodies
who were happy to be in the
show. They added no top players.
I predicted they might lose 121
games. They won 87. 

Robinson’s leadership — no-
body can define it or measure it,
which is why few currently value
it — was essential. He believed in
players who, objectively, did not
merit it. So they believed in them-
selves. Some, such as Steve Finley,
panned out as stars. Others, such
as Curt Schilling — who tried out
purple hair, looked like Billy Idol
and when called in from the
bullpen once said, “So, who’s up?”
— weren’t Frank’s guys.

They crashed walls, stole bases
and threw strikes. But most of all,
they loved the endless details of
the game, studied them, revered
them as Robinson did and believ-
ing that demanding unfailing
fundamentals from each other
would win. 

Another link between those
1988 Orioles and the 2005 Nats
was that most were either young-
and-eager or old-and-holdin’-on
— so they listened. Which Frank
loved. 

“I’ve always enjoyed working
with young people, reaching
them and talking baseball. It’s a
pleasure to watch someone get
better and better until he’s a bona

fide big-leaguer,” he said. “All a
teacher wants is for them to listen
and try.”

Frank always loved teaching,
especially hitting. He kept his
hands off Cal Ripken Jr.’s me-
chanics for years — Gene Mauch
once said, “Someday Cal will have
the worst swing in the Hall of
Fame” — out of deference to Cal’s
lifelong batting teacher, his dad.
In 1991, Ripken went to Robinson
for help. He had the best offensive
year of his life and won his second
MVP award. 

The flip side is that Robinson
had teams that underperformed
because, when it came to modern
thinking, he was a defiant “gut
instinct” dinosaur. When his
teams were out of the hunt, he
lost some interest and held court
in his office.

Perhaps the lesson should be:
Analytics are great, but leadership
is real, too. Ask the military
academies whether they believe
it’s all just numbers. 

Sometimes, when he managed
the Nats, we had rambling talks.
He despised the PED cheaters
who passed him and his friends in
the record books, especially Hank
Aaron who’d had death threats
while chasing Babe Ruth’s homer
record. 

Because he could be so cantan-
kerous and didn’t care what you
thought, Robinson was exciting to
cover. He grasped the concept of
an “adversarial relationship” with
the press. That didn’t mean he
liked it. Once, after I criticized his
managing, he made a sweeping
gesture of stabbing himself in the
back as he passed me. And he
wasn’t smiling.

Put all those qualities together
and it may be easier to under-
stand why teammates loved him,
foes feared him, umpires and
writers respected him but his
colleagues in the sometimes
devious world of front-office
politics did not. 

Robinson and the Nats, for
example, ended with a bitter 
split. The Nats weren’t generous;
Frank — shock — didn’t leave
quietly. “He’s not a guy who 
endears himself,” a Nats exec 
said, missing his own half-com-
pliment. 

Frank always evoked strong
feelings. As a teen, I detested 
him. When I watched my Sena-
tors play the Orioles in D.C., he 
hit a three-run homer in the
first inning to end the game be-
fore it began — every time, it
seemed. He was the ferocious
five-tool superstar that my team
never had.

Then, as I grew up, all that
flipped. Bill Russell of the Boston
Celtics became the first African-
American coach in any major U.S.
pro sport. Eight years later, Rob-
inson, who was Russell’s basket-
ball teammate at McClymonds
High School in Oakland, Calif.,
broke the managing color barrier
in Major League Baseball. That
two close friends could face chal-
lenges so similar with such dig-
nity and honesty was impressive.
But that they did it so uncompro-
misingly, never turning away
from the first-hand hard truths
they’d learned about race in
America, made them two of my
heroes. For me, Russell and Frank
Robinson were the next step after
Jackie Robinson. Because he’d
laid the groundwork, they didn’t
have to turn the other cheek.
They could be their entire selves
— or close to it. Remembering
what social progress looked 
like then is a reminder why it’s
worth battling to keep and extend
now. 

Frank Robinson always had the
severe comportment, the hard
eye for enemies, the basic sense of
right and wrong, of a pioneer. He
walked into a room and others
stood up straighter, heads higher.
Now, we bow our heads in re-
spect. 

Frank Robinson, the first black manager in Major League Baseball for the Indians in 1975, waves to the crowd before his final game as the Nationals’ manager in 2006. 

TONI L. SANDYS/THE WASHINGTON POST 

FRANK ROBINSON 1935-2019

eNEWSPAPER BONUS COVERAGE

Essential leadership

By Thomas Boswell 
Washington Post

Old-school toughness defined baseball’s 
most competitive, intimidating superstar
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BUENOS AIRES, Argentina — Almost 90 years after men’s soccer

turned professional in Argentina, the women’s game is still being played

by amateur athletes who get little to no money for their work on the

field. 

Macarena Sanchez wants to change that — now. 

The 27-year-old Sanchez is taking legal action against her club and the

Argentine soccer association in an effort to gain professional status. The

case could set a precedent in a nation that is home to Lionel Messi and

some of the world’s greatest players, but where soccer is still largely seen

as a men’s only game. 

“The goal is to be recognized as a professional soccer player, so it can

open the doors for other women to enjoy the benefits of earning a living

from what we love,” Sanchez told The Associated Press.

Sanchez’s introduction to soc-
cer came when she was 5, watch-
ing her father play with friends on
weekends in the province of Santa
Fe, the birthplace of Messi, Gabriel
Batistuta and Jorge Valdano. With
her father’s encouragement, she
polished her skills at a local club.

During a friendly game in
Buenos Aires in 2012, the coach of
UAI Urquiza asked her to join his
club, considered one of the best in
South America. 

“That year, we won the Argen-
tine championship for the first
time in the club’s history,” she said.
“And then we won the champi-
onship three more times.”

Sanchez also competed in three
Copa Libertadores tournaments,
the premier women’s event in the
South American region. But on
Jan. 5, she got a call from her coach
— one she didn’t expect. Sanchez
said he didn’t provide any specif-
ics, he just said she was being let
go because of a “soccer-related
decision.” 

For years, Sanchez had received
a small stipend and worked an
administrative job at UAI Urquiza.
The news that she was no longer
welcome came mid-season, so she
wasn’t able to join another club.
After consulting with her sister,
who is an attorney, she decided to
launch her complaint seeking
compensation and the profession-
alization of women’s soccer. 

“It’s not easy to be the first
woman to launch legal action
against the Argentine soccer fed-
eration,” Sanchez said. “I’ve had to
carry a heavy burden, but the
collective goal won. It won be-
cause I want to see many girls who
in the future can enjoy being
professional. That’s my dream.” 

Officials at UAI Urquiza de-
clined to comment, and the inter-
im head of the Argentine federa-
tion’s women’s soccer committee

could not immediately be reached. 
Sanchez has, however, received

strong support from FIFPro, an
international organization that
represents professional soccer
players around the world. 

“Macarena is part of a genera-
tion of leading women players in
South America who are fed up
with receiving derisory treat-
ment,” FIFPro said in a statement
to the AP. “It’s unacceptable for
soccer clubs and national soccer
federations in South America, or
anywhere else, to treat women
players as second-class citizens
with vastly inferior conditions to
male players.” 

Argentina’s women’s national
team recently qualified for the
World Cup for the first time in 12
years. Sanchez is not likely to
make the team that is headed to
France, and the legal action does
not involve the national team. 

But even the national team’s
players have struggled financially.
They went on strike in 2017 after
their stipends of about $10 went
unpaid. They also lack proper
changing rooms, for a while they
trained on a dirt field, and they are
often forced to travel long dis-
tances to play a game and return
on the same day to save on hotel
costs. 

The female players were also
angered when Adidas, the brand
that sponsors a few members of
the national teams of both gen-
ders, unveiled the new shirt for
last year’s Women’s Copa America
with models rather than players. 

And while the men’s Argentine
league draws big crowds and
makes millions of dollars, a wom-
an at a top club is often forced to
split her time between soccer and
a second job to survive. 

“There is no possibility, no
matter how good a woman is in
Argentina today, to make a living

from it,” said Brenda Elsey, a
professor at Hofstra University
who specializes in the history of
soccer politics in Latin America. “I
don’t think any Argentine player
in 1931 (when soccer became
professional in the country) felt
the same kind of outright hostility
and neglect as women players feel
today.” 

Elsey, who recently traveled to
Argentina to research the issue
and has a photo of women playing
soccer dating back as far as 1923,
pointed to a recent example.
When Estudiantes won the league
title, she said the Argentine soccer
federation forgot to give them the
trophy. The players tried to take in
stride, and they celebrated with a
plastic jug. 

The story didn’t come as a
shock. 

“Argentina is not an exception
to the rule of gender discrimi-
nation in Latin America. It’s actu-
ally quite common,” said Elsey,
who is also-co-author of “Futbol-
era: A History of Women and

Sports in Latin America.” 
In neighboring Chile, another

World Cup qualifier headed to
France this year, soccer is also
amateur. Coaches have com-
plained that men’s clubs affiliated
with female teams sometimes
won’t even lend their counterparts
fields for practice and only supply
them with one set of shirts. 

Instead, many top female play-
ers head to the United States to
play in the NWSL and get paid,
while Brazil, Mexico and Colom-
bia are among regional countries
that have professional leagues. But
there is still prejudice, and igno-
rance, to overcome. 

For instance, the president of
Colombian club Deportes Tolima,
Gabriel Camargo, called women’s
soccer a “tremendous breeding
ground for lesbianism.”

CONMEBOL, the governing
body of South American soccer, is
trying to level the playing field,
however. It recently announced
that for a men’s team to qualify for
the Copa Libertadores, it must

also have a women’s team. 
The women’s version of the

event, known as the Copa Liberta-
dores Femenina, has been the
premier women’s club tourna-
ment in the region since 2009.
Brazil has dominated the competi-
tion, but Atletico Huila won last
year. 

The prize money for the cham-
pions was $55,000, and there was
some controversy when one of the
players said the money would go
to the men’s team, although the
issue was later resolved. 

There have been some recent
improvements in the women’s
game, however. 

Ahead of last year’s World Cup
qualifying tournament, the Argen-
tine women’s team was allowed to
train at the same complex where
Messi and the rest of the men’s
team prepare for their games,
grounds that until recently were
reserved for men only. 

The team’s progress and even-
tual qualification received the
support of Messi and several
professional Argentine clubs.
Many female players say they feel
part of a cultural change driven by
Argentina’s strong feminist move-
ment, which has mobilized tens of
thousands to fight against violence
against women, and helped them
gain ground in politics and the
workplace. 

A group of women known as
the Pioneers of Argentine Female
Soccer recently met at a field in
Buenos Aires to kick around the
ball and share memories about the
challenges they faced playing the
sport they love. A team of young
men clapped when the women
began to dribble, juggle and shoot
at goal. 

“Some people would shout at us
to go wash dishes,” said Elba Selva,
who scored four goals in Argen-
tina’s 4-1 victory over England at
the Azteca Stadium in Mexico City
during the 1971 World Cup. “We’re
so proud to be a part of this now.” 

Former goalkeeper Lucila San-
doval founded the group to try to
keep the legacy of Argentine
women’s soccer alive. 

“For us, who are no longer in
the field, and who played with so
much love, so much passion for
the sport, we want to leave a legacy
for these girls as they’re fighting
for professionalism,” she said.
“What Maca Sanchez has done is
the kickoff in a struggle that has
been waging for a long time. 

“Now, we have internet, Twit-
ter, the media, and all of this makes
it much more visible, and I think it
will be achieved soon.” 

Argentine soccer player Macarena Sanchez is fighting “to be recognized as a professional soccer player.” Women’s soccer in the South American country still is an amateur sport.

NATACHA PISARENKO/AP 

In Argentina, women fight
soccer’s sexism, inequality
By Luis Andres Henao | Associated Press

Sanchez played for UAI Urquiza and contributed to four Argentine

women’s championships. She later was let go from the club, which

described the move to her as a “soccer-related decision.”

“It’s not easy to be the first woman to launch legal action against
the Argentine soccer federation. I’ve had to carry a heavy burden,
but the collective goal won. It won because I want to see many girls
who in the future can enjoy being professional. That’s my dream.” 

Macarena Sanchez
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This week at the movies, you can watch
Liam Neeson kill all sorts of punks all sorts
of ways in “Cold Pursuit.” Or you can see
Taraji P. Henson kill her own way: with
ferocious, every-which-way comic relish.

No one can say how the Henson-driven
vehicle “What Men Want” will play 19 or
20 years from now. But no matter how

much or how little changes in the work-
place and the culture, it can’t possibly look
as weird and Paleolithic as “What Women
Want” does today.

This is a freely adapted, amiably raucous
remake of the 2000 romantic comedy, the
one where Mel Gibson learned to be less of
a butt-slapping caveman thanks to Helen
Hunt and a magical, temporary ability to
read women’s minds. The new film’s best
enjoyed as an open-road performance

vehicle for the star best known from “Em-
pire” and “Hidden Figures.”

Henson, an executive producer on the
project, is not alone behind the wheel. As
the sassy gay sidekick (welcome to 1982!)
of Ali Davis, the she-wolf Atlanta sports
agent played by Henson, Josh Brener gets
laughs with the hoariest material, and
often in spite of Adam Shankman’s direc-
tion. The staging and visual rhythms are
workmanlike at best, pushy and awk-

wardly staged at worst. A melee at the
altar, for example, when one character
finds out her husband’s dalliances, in-
dulges in the wrong sort of chaos, along
with a homophobic streak the movie pre-
tends, elsewhere, to deride.

Gradually, however, “What Men Want”
leans into its sincere side, effectively. It
offers compare-and-contrast lessons in
three different, and loving, father figures
played by Tracy Morgan, Aldis Hodge and
Richard Roundtree. Add a little raunch; a 

Atlanta sports agent Ali Davis (Taraji P. Henson) bounces back from a work setback with a little help from a supernatural mind-reading ability in "What Men Want." 

JESS MIGLIO/PARAMOUNT PICTURES 

‘WHAT MEN WANT’ ★★★

Henson gets an earful 
Gender-swapped remake of the 2000 rom-com is both raucous and sincere

By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Men, Page 3

“Soul Train” had been on the air in Chi-
cago for a year or so when creator and host
Don Cornelius pulled up stakes in 1971 to
relaunch the show in Los Angeles with an
eye towards national syndication.

That’s where new BET series “American
Soul” picks up — but not before Cornelius
(a terrific performance from Sinqua Walls)
takes to the stage one more time in Chi-

cago: “All right Chi-town, it’s that time we
go from fast to slow. Let’s give a warm ‘Soul
Train’ welcome to one of my favorite
groups, Chicago’s very own, The Chi-
Lites.”

A blend of fact and fiction, the 10-epi-
sode drama (which premiered Tuesday)
surrounds Cornelius with characters who
have been wholly invented for the show,
which focuses on the origins of “Soul
Train” but also black life in the 1970s. It’s
exceptionally well cast, with Katlyn Nichol
as a teenage dancer with her signature Afro
puffs and charm to spare, and Iantha Rich-
ardson as Cornelius’ office manager/dance
coordinator who has little patience for the
way he barks orders but is visibly thrilled 

“American Soul” not only looks at “Soul Train’s” origins, but at black life in the ’70s as well.

JACE DOWNS/BET 

The Chicago backstory
behind ‘American Soul’

Nina Metz
Chicago Close-up
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How old were you when you recall
hearing the story of Brer Rabbit — a trick-
ster character who lived by his wits, get-
ting out of potentially life-ending scenar-
ios by being crafty enough to out-think
those willing to do him harm? And what
were your thoughts behind the literary
construct that was Uncle Remus, the char-
acter who told stories of Brer in an effort
to pass on life lessons and wisdom?

Chicago poet Nate Marshall is updating
the longtime folktale with “Bruh Rabbit &
The Fantastic Telling of Remington Ellis,
Esq.” As episode 2 of the first season of
podcasts produced by Make Believe Asso-
ciation, a new Chicago-based storytelling
company that produces audio dramas or
“plays for your ears,” “Bruh Rabbit” takes
the audience out of the antebellum South
and places him in Chicago dealing with
themes our city is known for — machine
politics, redlining, the Great Migration,
and Chicago’s current black population
loss.

The audioplay, recorded live at the
Harold Washington Library last year, is a
first for Marshall, who co-wrote “No Blue
Memories: The Life of Gwendolyn
Brooks” with Eve Ewing in 2017.

“One thing that I like about the audio
format specifically is that it makes you
slow down in a different way,” he said. “I
grew up really enjoying radio plays, which
I know is weird to say from a 29-year-old
dude, but I remember as a kid my grandma
would recite stuff from this old radio play
called ‘The Shadow’ and I loved that. In
many ways I think I’m a poet because I sat
at my grandma’s knee and she would tell
us family stories and all kinds of stories.
The thing that I’m really attracted to about
this format specifically is the way that it
some ways replicates that.”

Marshall’s take on Brer is one of four

episodes in the season’s theme of fables
and folktales. Local playwright Nancy
Garcia Loza wrote the first episode,
“Brava”, a Jalisco, Mexico folktale about a
girl’s journey through a land of monsters.
Other episodes include an adaptation of
“Lost Books of the Odyssey” which looks
at what could have happened to Odysseus,
beyond what Homer says, written by
Make Believe Association founder and 

In podcast, poet flips ‘Bruh
Rabbit’ for Chicago setting

Nate Marshall created “Bruh Rabbit & the
Fantastic Telling of Remington Ellis, Esq.,”
part of a podcast series from Make-Believe.

XAVIER RAMEY PHOTO 
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By Darcel Rockett 
Chicago Tribune
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Dear Amy: I am a woman
in my late 20s. Lately it
seems I have been hearing
people say obnoxious,
racist, and/or just “wrong”
things more often. I’ve
always been a very quiet
person. I’m terrible at
speaking to strangers.
However, whenever I hear
something and don’t say
something, I feel awful.

For example, I heard a
physician (someone I don’t
know) say something racist
that he meant to be funny
to a subordinate at work. I
grimaced and moved on.
While hiking, I came upon
two men saying homopho-
bic statements. I was un-
comfortable but said noth-
ing. I was hiking with my
genderqueer wife, who
was several paces behind. I
stopped to make sure she
was safe, but still, I said
nothing.

I’d like to get better
about this, because I feel
like I am not only not help-
ing, but my silence is mak-
ing things worse. I think in
some cases (like hiking),
safety is most important.
But other times, it’s not an
issue. Could you help me?

— Unhappily Shy

Dear Shy: Yes, con-
fronting two homophobes
on a hiking trail would
probably not be safe. But
calling out a doctor who is
degrading a subordinate is
lower-risk. Possible re-
sponses include, “Whoa,
that’s not right.” You don’t
have to plan to say any-
thing beyond that.

Instead of trying to
change your nature, I think
it would be wiser (and
more practical) for you to
find ways to use your voice
for change in ways that feel
safer and more natural.
You should consider join-
ing a local community-

building organization; you
could also use social media
not only to call out aggres-
sors, but (more important)
to spread your own mes-
sage of tolerance.

Dear Amy: I recently
moved across the country
for a position with a new
employer. I do not know
anyone at work. The cul-
ture is not particularly
sincere; this particular
workplace is not the place
to form true friendships.

That is not my issue; in
my field this type of work-
place culture is typical.
Despite this, I have be-
come close with my assist-
ant, who began working
here at the same time I did.
Last week she summoned
me and closed the door.
She said I am a source of
negative gossip among the
support staff, mostly be-
cause I ask for services
(such as cleaning of my
office), and for appropriate
equipment to do my work.

My assistant informed
me not to trust or talk to
anyone. She said that part
of the gossip is that my
assistant and I are “BFFs,”
so there is negativity di-
rected toward her, as well.

She is now afraid to
interact with me. But she is
the only person I trust to
talk to at work! I under-
stand her reticence; she is
only 21 and does not want
to lose her job or be further
abused by the incompe-
tent, gossipy support staff.

The leaders here are
inept and just as bad as the
support staff. If I “re-
ported” this, it would make
things worse. Do you have
any recommendations?

— Frustrated in a Toxic
Workplace

Dear Frustrated: My first
recommendation is that

you basically hitch up your
trousers and wade in.

Your assistant’s intel is
useful on some level. But
do NOT let an inexperi-
enced 21-year-old tell you
how to run your career.

I’m not sure if “cleaning
my office” is on the list of
tasks support staff should
perform for you, however.
Are they grumbling be-
cause they are unsure of
their duties, unused to
your management style (or
lack thereof ), and don’t
feel comfortable speaking
with you directly? Why
haven’t you gotten to know
other support staff?

Review professional
expectations and the ap-
propriate workflow in your
office, communicate
openly with co-workers as
if they are capable profes-
sionals, and do what you
can to turn your corner of
this toxic dump into a
respectable workplace.

Dear Amy: I’m concerned
about your response to
“Wannabe Empty Nesters.”
These parents have a 35-
year-old daughter living in
their house and they want
her out. I couldn’t believe
you would suggest that this
woman should move in
with her sister and her
family! That’s just transfer-
ring the problem from one
household to another!

— Upset

Dear Upset: I suggested
this as a possible solution
— only if the sister wanted
it, of course. I agree that
foisting a family member
onto another family mem-
ber is no answer.

Copyright 2019 by Amy
Dickinson 

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

How can introvert take on social ills?

ASK AMY
By Amy Dickinson
askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter @askingamy

I loved “The Lego Mov-
ie,” and I liked “The Lego
Movie 2: The Second Part.”
That about covers it.

The first one enjoyed the
advantage of surprise. Phil
Lord and Christopher
Miller, writer-directors of
genuine wit and bouncing-
atom invention, created
such a natural flow for their
2014 joke barrage, and such
a high-velocity rhythm for

the action scenes, the re-
sults zoomed straight past
95 percent of recent ani-
mated feature filmmaking.

In Emmet, the chipper
construction worker voiced
by Chris Pratt, they had the
perfect grounding wire.
And there was that awe-
somely insidious song,
“Everything is Awesome,”
celebrating brain-rotting
conformist groupthink
with a smile.

Emmet’s sense of self-
worth is tested, severely, in

“Lego Movie 2.” 
The innocent-looking

Lego Duplo characters
introduced at the end of the
first movie turn into invad-
ing space aliens in the
sequel. Under siege, the
town has morphed into
“Apocalypseburg,” two
roads down and to the right
of “Mad Max: Thunder
Road.”

This scorched-earth plot
development reflects the
uneasy alliance of the film’s
live-action characters, who
pop in and out of “Lego
Movie 2.” Brother Finn
(Jaden Sand, five years and
a voice change later) and
his sister, Bianca (Brook-
lynn Prince of “The Florida
Project”), must learn to
collaborate and enjoy each
other’s differing mashup
instincts so that Emmet,
Wyldstyle aka Lucy (Eliza-
beth Banks) and company
can once again know peace,
while opening up their
world to newcomers.

The newcomers do look
like trouble. Rulers of the
“Systar” star system kidnap
Lucy, the “Man of Bats”

(Will Arnett, exploring new
depths of narcissism and
insecurity as the caped
crusader), Unikitty (Alison
Brie) and space guy Benny
(Charlie Day). The Systar
queen, blessed with the
fantastically punny name
Watevra Wa’Nabi (Tiffany

Haddish), wants the Man
of Bats for company. Bat-
man’s flattered, but …. 

In this exceptionally
well-cast ensemble, Pratt
also voices a second char-
acter, Rex Dangervest,
conceived by Lord and
Miller as a mixture of every
action hit Pratt has starred
in lately, from “Jurassic
World” to “Guardians of
the Galaxy.” Emmet sees
Rex as everything he wants
to be, and what Lucy has
hinted at desiring herself: a
tough guy, with stubble and
an advanced degree in
brooding.

Nobody utters the word
“toxic” or “masculinity” in
“Lego Movie 2,” but that’s
what it’s about: the dangers
of what good-natured boys
often become, in part
thanks to everything they
know from the movies.

The tornado of movie
references has its wearying
side. The sequel throws
one too many bones to
parental types (Adam West
gags), though I loved the
throwaway nod to an “unli-
censed knockoff” Lego
character, Larry Poppins.

There’s a reason people
are responding so strongly
to the end credits sequence,
scored to the song “Super
Cool,” which is all about
the coolness of end credits.
An earlier song, a vicious
little earworm titled
“Catchy Song,” makes its
point, bluntly. But it’s the
last few minutes of “Lego
Movie 2,” shifting to a more
relaxed rhythm, that stays
with you. After so much
digital-visual mania, it’s a
relief to simply watch ani-
mated approximations of
old-school Lego contrap-
tions for a while.

Lord and Miller are two
of a small handful of Holly-
wood screenwriters whose
style is instantly identifi-
able. They’re adept at flick-
ing a dozen jokes in differ-
ent directions in the same
minute of screen time. If
“Lego Movie 2” tries too
much, and gets lost in its
own messages about famil-
ial cooperation, that’s the
price of their brand of
invention.

Michael Phillips is a Tribune
critic.

‘THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE SECOND PART’ ★★★

Not everything’s awesome, but friends make it better
By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Rex Dangervest, left, joins construction worker Emmet on an intergalactic rescue mission
in “The Lego Movie 2.”

WARNER BROS. PICTURES 

MPAA rating: PG (for some
rude humor)

Running time: 1:46

Even though Cardi B has a strong chance of winning
her first Grammy, she is feeling nervous heading into
Sunday’s show. 

The rapper said she’s been filled with anxiety about
the potential of winning an award and executing her
performance at the 61st annual Grammy Awards. She
said she is trying to stay on an even keel, preparing for
the “best of the worst.” 

“You can never really be so sure,” she said while
promoting her new Pepsi “Okurrr” commercial, which
will air during the awards telecast on CBS. “For some
reason ... my mind has been like anxiety, anxiety.” 

Cardi B is nominated for five Grammys, competing
for album and record of the year. She also received
nods for best pop duo/group performance, rap per-
formance and rap album. 

Before the awards last year, she had high hopes. She
was a former stripper who became a social media
darling and reality star before she turned into a pop
culture sensation and earned two Grammy nomina-
tions. She walked away empty-handed, but she used
the letdown as motivation. 

“A lot of people were like, ‘You’re going to win,’ but
then I didn’t,” she said. “I was like, ‘I just got to work
harder to get one.’ ” 

The “Okurrr” commercial — a follow-up to the
“More Than OK” Super Bowl ad featuring Steve Carell
and Lil Jon — is validation for Cardi B. 

“Sometimes I ask myself, ‘Like, am I enough? Am I
there yet?’ ” she said. “But when you do these types of
commercials, it is like they certify you to the world and
to yourself.” 

— Associated Press

CELEBRITIES
Tribune news services

Cardi B, who is nominated for five Grammys, is among
the performers scheduled at Sunday’s awards show.

PAUL R. GIUNTA/INVISION 

Cardi B on Grammys:
‘Anxiety, anxiety’

JOEL RYAN/INVISION

Ozzy battling flu: Ozzy
Osbourne has been hospi-
talized for complications
from the flu. The 70-year-
old rocker’s wife, Sharon
Osbourne, wrote on Twit-
ter that doctors believe
“this is the best way to get
him on a quicker road to
recovery.” The U.K. and
European leg of Ozzy’s No
More Tours2 tour was
postponed because of
doctors’ orders. He
thanked all for wishing
him a speedy recovery.

‘Justice’ for Weinstein:
Actress Juliette Binoche is
urging people to “let jus-
tice do what it needs to do”
in the case of Hollywood
mogul Harvey Weinstein
and says it shouldn’t be
forgotten that he was a
“great producer.” Binoche
spoke Thursday at the
Berlin film festival, where
she is jury president, say-
ing that a lot of people had
expressed their opinions
on Weinstein. “Now I think
justice has to do its work.” 

Singer nod suspended:
The British Academy of
Film and Television Arts is
suspending its nomination
of director Bryan Singer
amid accusations that he
sexually assaulted minors.
Singer had been among
those nominated for his
work on the Queen biopic
“Bohemian Rhapsody,”
which he was fired from in
late 2017. The film and
others nominated for it
will remain eligible for
BAFTAs, which will be
presented Sunday. 

Feb. 8 birthdays: Com-
poser John Williams is 87.
Actor Nick Nolte is 78.
Actor Robert Klein is 77.
Baseball manager Joe
Maddon is 65. Singer Vince
Neil is 58. Actress Mary
McCormack is 50. Actor
Seth Green is 45. Actress
Cecily Strong is 35. 

CITY – NEAR NORTH PARK RIDGE

Enjoy the
Theater Tonight

WILMETTE
1122 CENTRAL AVE.

847-251-7424
WILMETTETHEATRE.COM

WILMETTE
T H E A T R E

SHOWTIMES FRIDAY ONLY

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS (R) 1:45 5:00
GREEN BOOK (PG-13) 11:00 4:30 7:30

VICE (R) 11:15 2:10 7:45

3733 N. Southport
MusicBoxTheatre.com

773-871-6604
OSCAR-NOMINATEDDOCUMENTARY

SHORTS-1:45,4:15,6:30
COLD WAR-2:00,4:30,7:15,9:20
AMONG WOLVES-9:30pm
PIERCING-11:45pm
OVERLORD-Midnight

MEGA-THEATER NOW OPEN
GENERAL ADMISSION $10
ALL AGES 2YRS OLD & UP

PICKWICK
847-604-2234

FREE REFILLS ON LARGE POPCORN AND LARGE DRINKS

LEGO MOVIE 2 (PG) 1:00 3:30 6:00 8:15
MARY MARRY ME ($10) 2:15 4:30 7:00 9:15

GREEN BOOK (PG-13) 2:00 4:45 7:30
ROMA (R) 2:00 5:00 8:00

THE COLD WAR (R) 1:45 4:30 7:00 9:15
OPENS FEBRUARY 13 ISN’T IT ROMANTIC

OPENS MARCH 7 CAPTAIN MARVEL 7:00 9:45
Tickets on Sale www.pickwicktheatre.com

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT

STARTS TODAY

“A HARROWING POSTCARD

FROM THE VOID.”

“ONE OF THE best MOVIES

EVER MADE ABOUT SURVIVAL.”

“Masterful... An exhilarating film.”

“A stark and gripping tale.”

“One of those singular

cinematic experiences for which

movie theaters still exist.”

M A D S M I K K E L S E N



3Chicago Tribune | Arts+Entertainment | Section 4 | Friday, February 8, 2019

supporting ensemble deft
enough to steer around the
potholes; finish with a
rousing boys-club comeup-
pance; and there it is. A
likely hit.

In the Chicago-set origi-
nal, Mel Gibson’s advertis-
ing agency Lothario lived
in a cocoon of pliable wom-
en and his own lecherous
privilege. In the new mov-
ie, the heroine’s loutish
adversaries are the ones
exhibiting that sort of
smarm.

Raised by a tough but
wise single father (played
earnestly and well by
Roundtree, a long way from
his “Shaft” days), Ali’s
passed over for partnership
in favor of the usual white
male. (In the original, the
Helen Hunt character
snatched the Gibson char-
acter’s promotion away
from him.) After a wild
bachelorette party with her
pals, Ali suffers a concus-
sion. Is this what gives her
the sudden ability to hear
the innermost thoughts of
men, which she learns to
use to her advantage both
at work and in bed? Or is it
the Haitian voodoo brew
given to her by a suspect
tarot card reader/marijua-
na dealer played by Erykah
Badu?

Either way, “What Men
Want” has a lot of ground
to cover. Ali’s trying to sign
a rising young basketball
phenom (Shane Paul

McGhie), whose manager-
father (Morgan) considers
childless, workaholic Ali to
be something less than
trustworthy. To earn that
trust, Ali pretends that
she’s married to her oblivi-
ous but dreamy bartender
boyfriend (Hodge), who
has a young son (Auston
Jon Moore).

Cameos abound. When
Ali crashes her male col-
leagues’ poker game, the
players include Shaquille
O’Neal (his line reading on
the phrase “these pretzels
are delicious” is … deli-
cious). Basketball stars
from Lisa Leslie to John
Collins of the Atlanta
Hawks pop in and out.

They’re fun, but the script
by Tina Gordon, Peter
Huyck and Alex Gregory
wisely makes the most of
its key characters, many of
whom return for an impro-
vised end-credits sequence.

The story is a lot harder
on its female protagonist
than the 2000 film was on
its male equivalent. This

makes a depressing amount
of sense, given what wom-
en are up against in most
workplaces. Henson’s Ali
plays both the dramatic
encounters and the slap-
stick opportunities for
higher stakes than Gibson
ever did.

To be sure, Henson’s
shameless in the mugging

department, and
Shankman’s tendency to
cut away to another pop-
eyed reaction shot puts the
“obvious” in “obvious.” Yet
who can deny it? Henson’s
skillful enough to pull it off.

Nineteen years ago,
“What Women Want”
became the third-highest-
grossing romantic comedy
worldwide, of all time,
behind the “Sex and the
City” movie and “Pretty
Woman.” Chalk that up to a
freak box office accident —
and the reminder that
movie stars of another era
(Gibson was at his height
then) could pretty much
sell anything. “What Men
Want” was made for a
fraction of the earlier film’s
budget, and it’s a lot easier
to take. You like the people
on the screen.

The revelation in “Hid-
den Figures” came in how
little Henson needs to do,
with her acting, to snag and
hold our attention. If she
remembers and refines
that, in the wider array of
comedies she deserves,
then she’ll be more than a
mind-reader; she’ll be a
game-changer.

Michael Phillips is a Tribune
critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.
Twitter @phillipstribune

Men
Continued from Page 1

Taraji P. Henson pretends her boyfriend (Aldis Hodge) is her husband to earn a potential client’s trust in “What Men Want”

JESS MIGLIO/PARAMOUNT PICTURES

MPAA rating: R (for lan-
guage and sexual content
throughout, and some drug
material)

Running time: 1:57

executive producer Jeremy
McCarter, and a fable by
Chicago native Lorraine
Hansberry, “What Use Are
Flowers?” She wrote it for
TV in 1961 and kept work-
ing it on it until her death
in 1965.

The trio of writers met
regularly at the Den Thea-
tre beginning in spring
2018 to work on the epi-
sodes. Live recordings
began in October and

ended in early December.
Marshall’s hourlong

episode has Bruh Rabbit
buying a bungalow, which
Marshall says is about
housing segregation; fea-
tures the Tar Baby, which
becomes a story of catcall-
ing and street harassment;
and Bruh thinking through
reverse migration.

“When it’s laid out — all
of those stories feel politi-
cal in some way but that
was not the way they were
conceived,” Marshall said.
“The reason I wrote the
stories I chose to adapt and
update is because they

were things that were
germane to my life as a
black dude from Chicago. I
also have a really deep
interest in not just black
history, but black cultural
legacy and black American
cultural legacy and what
are the ways to like amplify
that and celebrate that and
continue those sort of
cultural pathways so
they’re not lost.”

McCarter (also the co-
author of “Hamilton: The
Revolution” with Lin-
Manuel Miranda) created
Make Believe with the idea
that the company ought to

be guided by the people
who live in the city and by
the cultural traditions that
are important to them —
that foundation helped him
find stories and artists.
(The Odyssey episode will
be released later in Febru-
ary. Hansberry’s season
finale will be released in
early March. All episodes
can be heard at www
.makebelieve.fm
/season-one)

“This is the oldest way of
telling stories that we have,
‘podcasts’ is just a new
word for it,” McCarter said.
“People sitting around

listening to a story being
performed, if people wer-
en’t good at that, none of us
would be here.”

McCarter calls Mar-
shall’s work “inspired,
personal, innovative and
original, but also true to the
tradition that he’s hon-
oring. Maria Tatar, co-
author of “The Annotated
African American Folk-
tales” and Harvard Uni-
versity program chair in
Folklore and Mythology
agrees with McCarter.

“Nate Marshall, like all
great storytellers, makes
the Brer Rabbit stories new,

turning the trickster figure
of African American lore
into an advocate of gener-
osity and cooperation,” she
said. “Brer Rabbit’s mythi-
cal soulmates — Hermes,
Coyote, Hare, Anansi, Loki
— were all driven by greed
and appetite. But this new
Bruh Rabbit reminds us
that our survival demands
more of us and requires
collective action. Nate
catches lightning in a bottle
with his wit, erudition and
poetry.”

drockett@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@DarcelTribune

Podcast
Continued from Page 1

A beat-by-beat remake
of the 2014 Norwegian
thriller “In Order of Disap-
pearance,” director Hans
Petter Moland’s “Cold
Pursuit” puts Liam Neeson
behind the wheel of a
snowplow with vengeance
on his mind. Had the film
been made back in the ’60s,
with less gore and fewer
corpses, the theoretical
theme song would’ve in-
cluded that lyric: “Behind
the wheel of a snowplow/
With vengeance on his
mind …”

Enough facetiousness.
“Cold Pursuit” has enough
of its own facetiousness for
a dozen jokey Tarantino-
knockoff carnage festivals.
Shot in British Columbia,
“Cold Pursuit” litters its
bodies all around the fic-
tional Colorado ski town of
Kehoe, where taciturn
Nels Coxman (Neeson)
keeps the roads clear and
earns the respect of his
fellow townsfolk. Life is
orderly and Nels’ blandly
supportive spouse (Laura
Dern, barely given the time
to talk) functions as a fron-
tier wife, mutely in tune

with her man’s strong,
silent persona.

Then, in the spirit of
“Taken,” someone robs our
hero of a loved one. Nels’
grown son (Micheal Rich-
ardson, Neeson’s real-life
offspring) turns up dead,
the apparent victim of a
heroin overdose. The rest
of the movie follows Nels
as he dispatches round
after round of low-level
drug dealers, en route to
nailing Mr. Big, the tightly
wound sociopath known as
Viking. This control freak,
who has serious custody
issues with his ex-wife
(Julia Jones), is played by
Tom Bateman, having tons
of fun overacting. Approxi-
mately 30 percent of it is
fun for the audience.

Screenwriter Frank
Baldwin follows the Nor-
wegian film’s antic comic
flourishes, capping each
new killing with an on-
screen headstone marker.
The Colorado resetting

allows for a few topical
references to legalized
marijuana and the intro-
duction of Native Ameri-
can thugs and cartel heads.

The movie delivers, in
its chosen way. But it’s a
soulless way. The violence
may be for laughs, and
many Neeson fans will
likely respond to the larky
brutality of “Cold Pursuit,”
which is very different
from the star’s previous
midwinter vehicles (“The
Grey” is my favorite). But I
don’t get much psychic
recreation from this sort of
action movie. In the origi-
nal, Stellan Skarsgard
played the avenging snow
angel, and with him, at
least, you got the sense of a
solid if vaguely unsettling
citizen unraveling, by
degrees, one killing at a
time. With Neeson it’s
different: He’s like the
wedge at the front of his
own plow, taking care of
business efficiently, and
not for a moment anything
resembling human.

Michael Phillips is a Trib-
une critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @phillipstribune.com

‘COLD PURSUIT’ ★ 1⁄2

Neeson plows through
role of soulless carnage
By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Liam Neeson plays a snowplow driver bent on avenging his son’s death in “Cold Pursuit.” 

DOANE GREGORY/SUMMIT ENTERTAINMENT 

MPAA rating: R (for strong
violence, drug material and
some language including
sexual references)

Running time: 1:58

Now 87, Jean-Luc Go-
dard looks at the world the
way Alfred Hitchcock
photographed James Stew-
art’s panic attack at the top
of the fateful bell tower in
“Vertigo.” Godard’s recent
essay films pull back while
pushing in, creating a ver-
tiginous effect. Does he see
too little or too much? In
our present moment,
filmed and framed and
packaged a thousand differ-
ent ways, can any of us say
for certain?

That’s the sort of rheto-
rical guesswork this film-
maker provokes. Narrated
by Godard in an insinuating
low growl clouded by cigar
smoke and skepticism,
“The Image Book” is his
latest audio-visual collage.
Continuing through Feb. 21
at the Gene Siskel Film
Center, it layers bleached-
out, manipulated imagery
of a century of cinema,
fragmenting bits of “Duck
Soup” and dicing up the
atomic finale of “Kiss Me
Deadly.” It’s Godard, the
New Wave rebel, waving an
ideological white flag,
rebuking geopolitics as the
provenance of “morons,”
writing off the revolution-
ary spirit as spent and gone.

But not really. If “The
Image Book” is just a great
whatsit, like the thing
everyone’s trying to find in
the Mike Hammer picture,
why is it bracing and finally
very moving?

That’s me. You, on the
other hand, may detest
Godard’s latest as politically
naive (there’s a great deal
on the hazy, gauzy, roman-
tic notion of “Arabia”) or
madly indulgent as Godard
spends a trancelike 84
minutes rifling through his
personal inventory of vi-
olent, sensual, real-world
and fake-real-world im-
agery. He samples ISIS
propaganda videos along-
side Joan Crawford’s un-

blinking death-ray stare.
It is a death-haunted

inquiry, likening recent
history’s cyclical mass
slaughters (the Holocaust,
Hiroshima, the bloody
instability in the Middle
East) to Hollywood’s reli-
ance on remakes. Glib
enough for you? Godard’s
just getting warmed up.
Remarkably, still, the film-
maker retains a fundamen-
tal core of seriousness, and
serious aesthetic bravura,
inside the japes and idio-
syncratic connections.

Some sections, divided
into chapters, are relatively
straightforward, such as a
passage devoted to the
rhythm and symbolic
meaning of locomotion.
Others fixate on the gov-
ernment versus the people.
The quotations flit in from
all over, including Godard’s

own brain. Olivier’s “Ham-
let,” Cocteau’s “Beauty and
the Beast” coexist with
observations (some more
facile than others) such as
describing the Arab world
as one of “secrecy and
landscapes.” Or: “I prefer
poor people because they
are the defeated.”

These can sound like the
throwaway lines of a post-
modern visionary nearing
the end of the line. But
“The Image Book” lives
and breathes cinema; the
cutting and sound games
(up and down and all
around) remain arresting
and instinctive and in-
spired.

Samuel Beckett once
said he pitied James Joyce
because Joyce believed in
the power of language.
Godard is not there yet. He
may have said his farewells
to language in his own
essay film, “Goodbye to
Language.” But as a film-
maker he can’t shake his
belief, even now, in the
free-associative power of all
he has seen.

Michael Phillips is a Tribune
critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @phillipstribune.com

‘THE IMAGE BOOK’ ★★★
1⁄2

Godard’s mesmerizing
ride continues at Siskel
By Michael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

New Wave maverick Jean-Luc Godard’s latest, “The Image
Book,” continues his exploratory essay style of filmmaking.

KINO LORBER

No MPAA rating (violence,
nudity)

Running time: 1:24

Playing: Continues
through Feb. 21 at the Gene
Siskel Film Center, 164 N.
State St.; siskelfilmcenter
.org. In French, English,
Arabic and Italian with
English subtitles.
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by what he’s created: a TV
studio filled with young
black dancers.

And Walls, whose credits
include “Friday Night
Lights,” “Power” and “Once
Upon a Time,” gives a break-
out performance.

Cornelius took his own
life in 2012 and a documen-
tary about “Soul Train”
made a few years before his
death captured his mix of
smooth charisma and drive.
That comes through in a
pivotal early scene on
“American Soul” when
Cornelius gets a sit-down
with a dubious Gladys
Knight (played by Kelly
Rowland, uncanny in the
way she captures Knight’s
smile and mannerisms).
Cornelius needs a star to
launch “Soul Train” nation-
ally and he makes his pitch:

“I’m talking about a
national television show
written, produced and
owned by black folks,” he
tells her. “I’m talking about
bringing us — not white-
washed, not toned down —
but us into millions of
homes, like it or not. Black
folks the way black folks
was meant to be seen:
Strong, powerful and beau-
tiful.”

Knight is won over. And
neither she, nor the show,
looks back.

Originally launched on
WCIU-Ch. 26, “Soul Train”
was a good fit for the sta-
tion, which had already
primed audiences for locally
produced dance shows with
“Kiddie-a-Go-Go” and “Red
Hot and Blues.”

Within weeks of its pre-
miere in August 1970, “Soul
Train” became the No. 1
show in Chicago among
black audiences. The Staple
Singers, B.B. King and Cur-
tis Mayfield all performed
in the show’s cramped
studios at the Chicago
Board of Trade Building.

Even when Cornelius
relocated to LA in 1971, a
version of “Soul Train”
remained in Chicago airing
five days a week and hosted
by Clinton Ghent, who died
last year. Dancers on the
show were a mix of high
school students (many

ditching class in order to
appear on the show) and
“ringers” who Ghent knew
from the nightclub scene.
The predominant style of
dance was Steppin’ and it
was distinct from the chore-
ography of the dancers in
LA. New episodes of the
Chicago show aired through
1976, and continued in
reruns until 1979.

I have yet to find any of
those Chicago episodes
online but I did stumble on
a YouTube photo montage
that gives a glimpse of the
dancers and the set itself,
with its painted backdrop
depicting an oncoming
train. (The comments below
the video are great as well
and include some from
dancers on the Chicago
version of the show.)

Cornelius had two young
sons when he moved the
show to LA. The family
stayed in Chicago and that
created some tension
(which “American Soul”
doesn’t sugarcoat) between
Cornelius and his wife
Delores.

Tony Cornelius is their
oldest son and he is an
executive producer on the
show. “It was really impor-
tant that we put a lot of
truth into it,” he told me
earlier this week.

“My mother, Delores
Cornelius and my younger
brother Raymond — who
are both still in Chicago —
we experienced that diffi-
cult balance. My father was
a fantastic provider when it
came to taking care of the
family, my mother tells me
that all the time. But at the
same time, when you’re
trying to start a business,
run a business, you kind of
lose the family. In other
words, you’re hyper-focused
on success with the busi-
ness and sometimes you
take your foot off the gas
when it comes to family … it
was very difficult in those
areas.

“So it really was impor-
tant for me to be able to
share some of the stories
between my mother and
father, things that happened
as my father kind of went
down this road against these
odds to create a show that
had positive images for
black people, as well as do a
show that hadn’t been done
before. We were giving
artists an opportunity they
didn’t have before in the
business. So it was really
important for me to make
sure they (audiences) knew
the actual story.”

Years ago I’d heard that
there was a film version of

Cornelius’ story in the
works. I asked Tony about
that and how it shifted to a
TV series.

“My father really wanted
to do a movie on the big
screen for some time, so we
got involved with some
writers to see if that could
happen, got involved in a
few deals that fell apart. We
got involved with Warner
Bros., that fell apart as well.
It was some creative differ-
ences. He was very, very
(pauses) very, shall I say,
particular about how he
wanted the script to read.
So it just didn’t work out.

“We sold the ‘Soul Train’
brand to a private equity
(firm), and they sold the
brand to Viacom (which
owns BET) and fortunately
BET had some success with
the Bobby Brown bio-series,
as well as the New Edition
bio-series. So it was kind of
a match made in heaven.
We put a team together and
here we are with ‘American
Soul.’ ”

The Don Cornelius we
see on the show is confident
and savvy about how he
envisioned “Soul Train,” but
also temperamental.

“He knew what he
wanted,” said Tony, “and he
was very ferocious about
getting what he wanted

when it came to production
and ideas. When it came to
working with people, he
was very gentle at times and
at other times he was a
beast, you know? And I
think that’s what it took (to
make it) in the business. Not
only when he started but all
the way through.

“He always told me that
the music business is not a
gentleman’s business. And
sometimes that translates
over to the TV business as
well. There’s a lot of compe-
tition and people are trying
to get to the top. And I think
we did a really good job
portraying that. I’m proud
that you’re able to see a
360-degree man — you’re
able to see the good, the bad
and the ugly.”

In the documentary I
mentioned earlier (called
“Soul Train: The Hippest
Trip in America”) I got the
sense that Cornelius had a
dry sense of humor. He was
also frank about aspects of
producing the show that
were wearying.

“He actually was very
funny,” said Tony. “When
you say a dry sense of hu-
mor, that could be a pos-
sibility. The point I think
was that (in the documenta-
ry) he wanted people to
know exactly how difficult

it was (to get the show
made) because it was tough
on him when it came to
racism in the business. We
struggled with ratings
points, we struggled with
getting the truth out of
companies that were meas-
uring us. We knew there
were a lot of people watch-
ing the show, black and
white. It’s part of the Ameri-
can fabric and he just didn’t
sometimes feel we were
getting the credit we de-
served.”

I asked if it was surreal to
watch some of his father’s
life play out on screen, or if
the show was different
enough from his own mem-
ories that he could separate
himself.

“A little of both,” he said.
“I have a lot of memories as
well as a lot of joy and a lot
of pain at the same time.
Obviously my father com-
mitted suicide on Feb. 1st in
2012, (the anniversary of )
which just passed.”

The very first moments
of the show portray that
moment before flashing
back to 1971.

“The first scene is very
difficult for our family. But
we thought that it was really
important to show that in
the very beginning so peo-
ple understand where it
ended. And then we learn
how it all started.

“I was fortunate enough
to work with my father for
quite some time,” Tony
added. “I miss him a whole
lot. He taught me every-
thing.”

“American Soul” airs 8 p.m.
Tuesdays on BET.

nmetz@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @Nina_Metz

Metz
Continued from Page 1

Don Cornelius (Sinqua Walls) and the “Soul Train” dancers in BET’s 10-episode drama “American Soul.”

JACE DOWNS/BET 

The real Don Cornelius. 

DAMIAN DOVARGANES 2006

Creepy children are a
mainstay of the horror
genre. Going back to “The
Bad Seed” and beyond,
children have proved capa-
ble of unnerving audiences
with a combination of
precocious dialogue and
psychopathic behavior. 

The chilling new horror
film “The Prodigy” contin-
ues that fine tradition, with
one intriguing complica-
tion: In the hands of direc-
tor Nicholas McCarthy and
screenwriter Jeff Buhler,
the young villain is a meta-
phor for parental failure.

When Sarah and John
(Taylor Schilling and Peter
Mooney) bring home their
newborn, Miles, it is with a
sense of relief. They have
been trying to conceive for
so long. Years pass, and
Sarah realizes that Miles
(Jackson Robert Scott) has
extraordinary cognitive
ability. By age 8, his parents
have enrolled him in a
school where he can re-
ceive special attention. 

That doesn’t last long. In
a burst of sudden violence,
Miles grabs a monkey
wrench and beats a class-
mate. Alarmed, Sarah takes
him to a behavior specialist
(Colm Feore), who sus-
pects that another, more
disturbed consciousness
may inhabit Miles’ body,
alongside his own.

Trusting the audience’s
intelligence, the filmmak-
ers waste no time with
ambiguity over whether
Miles is evil or simply
misunderstood. Buhler’s
script is clean and econo-
mical, with an inexorable
logic to each twist. What’s
more refreshing is how the
scariest moments upend
the cliches of the genre. 

When Sarah goes into
labor, for example, a cute
puppy watches her and
John gather their hospital
bag. We suspect that the
poor dog will fall victim to

Miles’ hands, and that it’s
just a question of when.
And that subplot does
resolve itself in an exact-
ing, tragic way. But by
making the dog’s fate more
about character devel-
opment than chills, Mc-
Carthy creates an involving
scenario that leads to a
shattering payoff.

Horror fans will recog-
nize Scott from the recent
adaptation of Stephen
King’s “It.” In that 2017
film, the actor played an
achingly sincere little boy
whose body is later pos-
sessed by a demonic spirit.
As Miles, he hits those
same notes — with an
added dose of dark come-
dy. Scott transitions be-
tween these two modes
seamlessly; his ability to
contort his face and alter
his tone makes his portray-
al utterly convincing. 

It’s rare — and discon-
certing — to hear a child
actor using four-letter
words, especially in the
way that they are spoken
here. McCarthy shrewdly
taps into that unease, ma-
nipulating us into believing

his young star.
The final stretch of “The

Prodigy” involves Sarah’s
desperate, and bizarre,
plan to save her son. Mc-
Carthy adds just enough
plausibility that we can
accept the strategy. Several
nightmare sequences fuel
her desperation, including
a flourish so strange and
bluntly effective that audi-
ences will remember it
long after the film is over.
Schilling’s performance is
crucial to the success of the
film’s climax: Sarah makes
many quick decisions,
reversing some of them,
but her turmoil never
strikes a false note. There
is also emotional complex-
ity at work. What moti-
vates Sarah is her devotion
to Miles, but her reward
for that devotion comes
with a punchline both
sinister and inevitable. 

McCarthy is not (yet) a
celebrated director, but
“The Prodigy” may change
that. As with his under-
seen debut film “The Pact,”
his greatest asset here is
his patience, followed by
his evocative use of light,
shadow and negative
space.

He’s a filmmaker who
recognizes that the build-
up is more fun than the
payoff, and he manages to
generate suspense with
seemingly little happening
on the screen. 

‘THE PRODIGY’ ★★★

If your kid is possessed,
are you a bad parent?
By Alan Zilberman 
The Washington Post

A mother (Taylor Schilling) watches her gifted son (Jack-
son Robert Scott) turn violent in “The Prodigy.”

RAFY/ORION PICTURES 

MPAA rating: R (for vi-
olence, disturbing and
bloody images, a sexual
reference and brief graphic
nudity) 

Running time: 1:40 

over is young Tito (Pedro
Henrique) first met when
he is 6 years old helping his
father, Rufus (Matheus
Nachtergaele), an inventor
working on a huge, mysteri-
ous machine in his home
laboratory.

Also an ornithologist and
convinced that humanity
made a mistake when “we
stopped paying attention to
what birds say,” Rufus
views his machine as an
attempt to understand
avian language.

But, as is the case with
many movie inventors,
Rufus’ machine blows up
and the resulting conflict
with Rosa (Denise Fraga),
his wife and Tito’s mother,
means that he is forced to
leave the family.

The film picks up four
years later, when 10-year-
old Tito has become an
inventor himself.

Working with his pals
Sarah (Marina Serretiello)
and Buiu (Vinicius Garcia),
Tito is trying to succeed
where his father failed. He
gets the attention of rich
kid Teo (Enrico Cardoso),
who wants to put his re-
sources behind the mach-
ine.

“Tito and the Birds” is a
small marvel. Only 73 min-
utes long, it marries an
adventurous visual imagi-
nation with a provocative
political parable. Its heroes
may be children, but its
themes are definitely adult.

Yet further proof that we
live in a global golden age of
animation, “Tito’s” Brazil-
ian directors (Gustavo
Steinberg, Gabriel Bitar and
Andre Catoto) have made
something as involving and
challenging as a live-action
drama.

More than that, and even
though the filmmakers
started working on “Tito”
in 2011, its dystopian theme
of an epidemic of fear tak-
ing over the world plays as
unnervingly contemporary
and all too plausible in the
here and now.

Steinberg, who wrote the
script with Eduardo Be-
naim, reveals in a director’s
statement that he was
inspired by his own me-
tropolis of Sao Paulo, which
he says is known as the
“city of walls” because
many of its citizens are
“hiding behind fences,
barbed and electric wires.”

“Tito” begins, however,
with a focus on its birds,
pigeons and doves, winged
creatures seen flying
through history, always in
the picture but rarely ac-
knowledged.

Doing the film’s voice-

The money in Teo’s
family comes from his
father, who has made huge
sums both as an alarmist
TV newscaster and by
building gated communi-
ties where, as his advertis-
ing insists, “you never have
to be fearful again.”

All this is the backdrop
for “Tito’s” main action,
which is the outbreak of a
mysterious disease. Bulging
eyes are the first sign, but
then people gradually and
inevitably turn into stone.

Not only is this illness a
parable for fear, it actually
terrifies everyone on
screen, and “Tito and the
Birds” is especially good at
conveying mass hysteria.

Displaying an adventur-
ous, exciting visual imagi-
nation, “Tito” uses unset-
tling angles and intense,
unexpected colors to create
fantastical apocalyptic
vistas. Venturing into these
nightmarish cityscapes,
patrolled by the chilling
Anti-Panic Brigade, Tito
and his friends attempt to
do whatever it takes to
reverse the epidemic.

“Tito” is jammed with
enough action, adventure
and hairsbreadth escapes to
energize a much longer
feature.

And though its notion of
children uniting to save the
world from fear is not an
unexpected one, “Tito”
manages to make its ideas
feel new just as the events
of today’s world make them
feel increasingly relevant.

The visually imaginative animation of “Tito and the Birds” speaks to the challenges of today. 

SHOUT FACTORY

‘TITO AND THE BIRDS’ ★★★

Brazilian kids band together 
to fight panic and an epidemic
By Kenneth Turan
Los Angeles Times 

No MPAA rating

Running time: 1:13

Playing: At the Gene Siskel
Film Center, 164 N. State
St., www.siskelfilmcenter
.org. In Portuguese with
English subtitles.
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FRIDAY EVENING, FEB. 8
PM 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00

CBS 2
Big Brother: Celebrity Edition (N) \N Blue Bloods: “My Brothers

Keeper.” (N) \
News (N) ◊

NBC 5
Blindspot: “The Tale of the
Book of Secrets.” (N) \

The Blacklist: “The Ethi-
cist.” (N) \N

Dateline NBC (N) \N NBC 5 News
(N) ◊

ABC 7
Be My Valentine, Charlie
Brown \N

20/20: “Black Widow.” (N) \N News at
10pm (N) ◊

WGN 9
blackish \N blackish: “Dr.

Hell No.”
Last Man
Standing \

Last Man
Standing \

WGN News at Nine (N)
(Live) \N

WGN News
at Ten (N)

Antenna 9.2 Alice \ Alice \ B. Miller B. Miller Johnny Carson \ 3’s Comp.

This TV 9.3 Red Eye (PG-13,’05) ››› Rachel McAdams. \ Betrayed (R,’88) ›› Debra Winger. ◊

PBS 11
Chi. Tonight:
Review (N)

Washington
Week (N)

Check,
Please! (N)

Jay’s Chi-
cago (N)

Live From Lincoln Center: “Pipeline.”
(Season Premiere) (N) \ N

The U 26.1 7 Eyewitness News (N) The Game Engagement Broke Girl Broke Girl Seinfeld \

MeTV 26.3 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Gomer Pyle WKRP Cinci. Hogan Hero Hogan Hero C. Burnett

H&I 26.4 Star Trek \ Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek ◊

Bounce 26.5 Scandal \ Deep Blue Sea (R,’99) ›› Thomas Jane. Blk Snake ◊

FOX 32
Hell’s Kitchen: “A Rollercoaster Ride; The Grand Fi-
nale.” (Season Finale) (N) \ N

Fox 32 News
(N)

Flannery
Fired Up

Modern
Family \

Ion 38 CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime ◊

TeleM 44 ÷ Exatlón EE. UU. (N) Betty en NY (N) \ El barón (N) \ Chicago (N)

CW 50 Dynasty (N) \N Crazy Ex-Girlfriend (N) CSI: Miami \N Chicago ◊

UniMas 60 Tres Milagros AtrapadaN Rosario TijerasN Tiro de ◊

WJYS 62 Kenneth Cox Ministries Joyce Meyer Robison Paid Prog. Paid Prog. Monument

Univ 66 Jesús Mi marido tiene familia Amar a muerte Noticias (N)

AE Live PD: Rewind (N) \ Live PD: “Live PD -- 02.08.19.” (N) \ ◊

AMC The Day After Tomorrow (PG-13,’04) ›› Dennis Quaid. \ Eraser (R,’96) ›› \ ◊

ANIM Tanked (N) Tanked (N) Hendersons (N) Tanked: Supersized (N) \ ◊

BBCA ÷ Casino R The Man From U.N.C.L.E. (PG-13,’15) ›› Henry Cavill. \ Norton (N) ◊

BET blackish blackish American Soul (9:04) American Soul Martin \ ◊

BIGTEN ÷ Hockey (N) College Wrestling: Penn State at Ohio State. (N) \ B1G Show B1G Show

BRAVO ÷ (5:44) Monster-in-Law (7:52) Safe Haven (PG-13,’13) ›› Josh Duhamel. \

CLTV News at 7 News (N) News at 8 News (N) Chic.Best Weekend Politics

CNBC Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ Shark ◊

CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Cuomo Prime Time (N) CNN Tonight (N) Tonight (N) ◊

COM South Park South Park South Park South Park Kevin Hart This Is (N)

DISC Gold Rush: Pay Dirt (N) Gold Rush (N) \ Gold Rush WW (N) Moonshine ◊

DISN Andi Mack Sydney (N) Coop Bizaardvark Sydney-Max Andi Mack Andi Mack

E! Meet the Parents (PG-13,’00) ››› Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller. \ Meet the Fockers ›› ◊

ESPN ÷ NBA Basketball: Nuggets at 76ers (N) NBA Basketball: Timberwolves at Pelicans (N) ◊

ESPN2 ÷ College Basketball (N) College Basketball (N) SportCtr (N)

FNC Tucker Carlson (N) Hannity (N) \ The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News

FOOD Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners (N) Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive

FREE Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous (PG-13,’05) ›› (SAP) grown-ish 700 Club ◊

FX Kingsman: The Secret Service (R,’14) ››› Colin Firth, Michael Caine. \

HALL Pride, Prejudice and Mistletoe (NR,’18) \ My Secret Valentine (NR,’18) \ ◊

HGTV Dream Dream Dream (N) Dream Dream Dream Dream

HIST Ancient Aliens \ (8:02) Ancient Aliens: “The UFO Conspiracy.” Aliens ◊

HLN Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic

IFC Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men

LIFE Secretariat (PG,’10) ››› Diane Lane. The story of the 1973 Triple Crown winner. While You ◊

MSNBC All In With (N) Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)

MTV Wild/Out (N) Wild/Out (N) Wild/Out (N) Wild ’n Out Wild ’n Out Wild ’n Out Wild/Out ◊

NBCSCH ÷ NBA Basketball: Chicago Bulls at Brooklyn Nets. (N) Postgame Bulls (N) Matt Nagy:

NICK Henry Cousins SpongeBob SpongeBob The Office The Office Friends ◊

OVATION ÷ (6) Sunset Boulevard (NR,’50) ›››› Interview With the Vampire (R,’94) ››› \ ◊

OWN 20/20 on OWN \ 48 Hours: Hard Evidence 48 Hours: Hard Evidence 20/20 ◊

OXY Dateline: Secrets (N) Smiley Face Killers Snapped: “Tonya Miller.” A Killer ◊

PARMT ÷ (6) Forrest Gump (PG-13,’94) ›››› Tom Hanks, Robin Wright. \ Shawshank ◊

SYFY ÷ 2 Fast 2 Fur. Blade (R,’98) ››Wesley Snipes, Stephen Dorff. \ Futurama

TBS Burgers Burgers The Jungle Book (PG,’16) ››› Neel Sethi. \ Oceans 12 ◊

TCM Now, Voyager (NR,’42) ››› Bette Davis. \ (9:15) The Prince of Tides (’91) ››› ◊

TLC Dr. Pimple Popper (N) I Am Jazz: “It’s a Girl!” (N) Dr. Pimple ◊

TLN Camp Meeting Life Today Dare Help Now!

TNT ÷ (6) Step Brothers (’08) ›› Old School (R,’03) ›› Luke Wilson. \ Am/Night ◊

TOON Adventure Adventure Mike Tyson Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Family Guy Family Guy

TRAV Ghost Adventures \ Ghost Adventures: “Witches.” (N) \ Ghost ◊

TVL Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Two Men Two Men King

USA Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam

VH1 RuPaul’s Drag Race: All Stars (N) \ Friends With Benefits (R,’11) ››› Justin Timberlake. ◊

WE Love After Lockup \ Love After Lockup (N) \ Extreme Love (N) \ Love- Loc. ◊

WGN America ÷ XXX: State of the Union XXX: State of the Union (PG-13,’05) ›› Ice Cube. \ Pure ◊

HBO (7:05) Life of the Party (PG-13,’18) ›› \ Real Time, Bill (N) Queens

HBO2 True Detective \ Crashing Valentine’s Day (PG-13,’10) ›› Jessica Alba. ◊

MAX American Made (R,’17) ››› Tom Cruise. \ Strike Back: Revolution Strike ◊

SHO ÷ (6) Black Snake Moan ›› Teddy Pendergrass: If You Don’t Know Me (N) \ SMILF \

STARZ ÷ (5:45) Erin Brockovich Counterpart \ (8:57) Superfly (R,’18) ›› \ ◊

STZENC ÷ (6:13) The Rundown ››› Kicking & Screaming (PG,’05) ›› Shaun of the Dead ››› ◊

MOVIES
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WATCHTHIS: FRIDAY
“2 Dope Queens” (10 p.m.,
12 a.m., HBO; 3:30 a.m.,
HBO2): The comedy duo of
JessicaWilliams and Phoebe
Robinson returns for a second
season of four newweekly
specials adapted from their
hit podcast of the same ti-
tle. The Season 2 premiere,
“Fashion,” findsWilliams and
Robinsonwelcoming Acad-
emy Awardwinner Lupita
Nyong’o (“Black Panther,”
“12 Years a Slave”), who chats
with the duo about some of
her favorite fashionmoments.

“Hell’s Kitchen” (7 p.m., FOX): In the two-hour season finale, “A Rollercoaster
Ride; The Grand Finale,” the final two chefs receive some unexpected help as they
prepare their final menus. As the finalists reflect on their highs and lows of the sea-
son at a celebratory brunch Chef Gordon Ramsay treats them to, they’re surprised
by a visit from their families. The teams return toHell’s Kitchen to go over the
menus and get ready for themost important service in the lives of the two finalists,
which takes place at Six FlagsMagicMountain.

“American Made” (7 p.m., 1:55 a.m., Cinemax): TomCruise received some of
the best reviews of his recent career for his performance in Doug Liman’s 2017
biographical drama, which chronicles the experiences of former TWApilot Barry
Seal (Cruise), who flew covert missions for the CIA before becoming a drug smug-
gler for the infamousMedellin Cartel based in Colombia. Busted for that illicit gig,
Seal then became an informant for the DEA. SarahWright, Domhnall Gleeson and
Alejandro Edda co-star.

“Diners, Drive-ins & Dives” (8 p.m., 11 p.m., Food): Guy Fieri knowswhere
to find a world of flavors without leaving the United States in the new episode
“Round theWorld Roundup. ” Just outside Atlanta, in Smyrna, Ga., a doctor-
turned-chef fires up amazing Asian deliciousness from righteous ramen to Korean
wings. Two buddies in Austin, Texas, have patrons lining up to sample their tasty
take on tacos. Hungry folks in Salt Lake City take a shine to a couple who cook
some really luscious Lebanese cuisine.

“Teddy Pendergrass: If You Don’t Know Me” (8 p.m., Showtime): Filmmaker
Olivia Lichtenstein’s 2018 feature documentary chronicles the turbulent career
and life story of an R&B and soul legendwho died in 2010. Pendergrass first found
fame as frontman for HaroldMelvin and the Blue Notes, then launched a very
successful solo career that saw the release of four consecutive platinum albums.
A near-fatal car crash inMarch 1982 left him paralyzed from the chest down, but
eventually Pendergrass resumed his solo work until he retired in 2007.

TALK SHOWS

“The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” (10:34 p.m., NBC): Jimmy Fallon
brings A-list guests, signature comedy bits and chart-toppingmusic to late night.*
“The Late Show With Stephen Colbert” (10:35 p.m., CBS): Actor LiamNee-
son.*
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” (10:35 p.m., ABC): Dr. PhilMcGraw; actor SamElliott;
Flipp Dinero performs.*

Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TVWeekly is an ideal companion.
To subscribe, go towww.tvweekly.com or call 1-877-580-4159

*Subject to change

Jessica Williams

Sung in Italian with projected English translations

Lyric production revival of Verdi’s La traviata generously made possible by theDonna Van Eekeren Foundation, TheMichael and Susan
Avramovich Charitable Trust,Nancy and Sanfred Koltun,Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund, BMOHarris Bank, and ITW. PHOTOCREDIT: TODD ROSENBERG

312.827.5600
LYRICOPERA.ORG

SAVINGS FOR GROUPS OF 10+
LYRICOPERA.ORG/GROUPSALES

VERDI

FEB 16 - MAR 22
ONLY 10 PERFORMANCES

What would
you do for the
one you love?
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Today’s birthday (Feb. 8): Benefit through
community contribution this year. Consider
purpose ormission. Domestic revelations
illuminate. Fresh energy revitalizes your
physical performance this summer, before
an introspective organizational phase.

Personal discoveries thiswinter lead your health andwork
practices in newdirections. Friends inspire your heart.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is a 9. You’re getting
stronger today and tomorrow.Harmonymay require effort.
Don’t share unfinishedwork.Watch for structural problems.
Pamper yourselfwith rest and hotwater.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 6. Rest, and recharge your energy.
Considerwhere you’ve been andwhat’s ahead. Avoid contro-
versy or fuss, and lay low. Peace andquiet soothes your spirit.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): 8. Sometimes the bestway to care
for a friend is to let thembe. Use finesse, rather than force or
pressure. Listenmore than you speak.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 8. Focus on getting the job done.
Distractions could get expensive.Heed recommendations
andwarnings. Avoid arguments or controversy, and stick to
basic objectives.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 8.Widen your perspective. Consider
alternative stories. Keep to practical destinations, and avoid
stepping on toes. Check reservations for changes.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 7.Makepayments, andsend invoices.
Keepyourendof abargain.Avoid irritatingyourpartner’s sen-
sitivities. Stay incommunication toget througha tight spot.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 8. Support your partner through a
challenge. Avoid confrontation or conflict. Stick to frugal op-
tions and simple strategies.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 8. Practice your physical routines
without pushing too hard. Slowdown to avoid accidents or
injury. Prioritize health andwellness.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 7. Handle the routine chores
that keep your family running. Take out the trash. Keep your
promises and bargains. Guard against overspending, overeat-
ing or overindulging.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 7. Focus onhome and family over
the next fewdays. Cleanupmesses, and reduce clutter. Listen
and share solutions. Get cozy and comfortable together.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 8. Research andwriting projects
can advance if you can avoid distractions. Sometimes you
need to tear everything apart and put it back together again.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 9. Take care of business. Gener-
ate income by providing valuable services. Your ideas are
attracting attention. Sharewhat you’re up to.

— Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency

Dilbert By Scott Adams

Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

Zits By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman (Zits is on vacation until February 18. Please enjoy this strip from 2014.)

Mr. Boffo By Joe Martin

Frazz By Jef Mallett

Horoscopes

The Argyle Sweater By Scott Hilburn

Bridge

Bliss By Harry Bliss Classic Peanuts By Charles Schulz

Pickles By Brian Crane

Dick Tracy By Joe Staton and Mike Curtis

Animal Crackers By Mike Osbun

Prickly City By Scott Stantis

East-West vulnerable, South deals

North
♠ 5
♥ A K 3

West ♦ A Q 5 4 East
♠ A Q J 9 4 2 ♣ J 10 9 7 6 ♠ 10 7
♥ 6 ♥ Q 9 5 4
♦ K 9 7 3 South ♦ 10 6
♣A 3 ♠ K 8 6 3 ♣K Q 5 4 2

♥ J 10 8 7 2
♦ J 8 2
♣ 8

North’s biddingwas certainly too aggressive. The second
doublewas probably toomuch, butwe can livewith it. The
final raise to game can’t be justified, unless South finds away
tomake it.

The opening trump leadwaswonwith dummy’s ace and
the ensuing spade fromdummywaswon byEast’s 10. A

second trump from
Eastwent to South’s
jack. South led a
diamond to dummy’s
queen and then a
club to his eight and
West’s ace.West
might have done
better by exiting
with a spade, but it

was a difficult position and he led a club instead. Declarer
ruffedEast’s queen and then ruffed a spadewith dummy’s
king of hearts. A clubwas led, covered byEast, and ruffed by
South. A diamond to the ace left this position:

North
♠ Void
♥ Void

West ♦ 5 4 East
♠ A Q ♣ J 10 ♠ Void
♥ Void ♥ Q 9
♦ K 9 South ♦ Void
♣Void ♠ K 8 ♣ 5 4

♥ 10
♦ J
♣Void

South discarded a diamond on the jack of clubs and a
spade on the 10 of clubs. A diamond off the board let him
score his 10 of hearts “en passant”. Verywell played!

— Bob Jones
tcaeditors@tribpub.com

The bidding:

South West North East

Pass 1♠ Dbl Pass

2♥ 2♠ Dbl Pass

3♥ Pass 4♥ All pass

Opening lead: Six of♥
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Jumble
Unscramble the four Jumbles, one letter per square, to
form fourwords. Then arrange the circled letters to form
the surprise answer, as suggested by this cartoon.

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
All rights reserved.

Sudoku

By The Mepham Group

© 2019. Distributed by

Tribune Content Agency,

LLC. All rights reserved.

2/8

Answerhere

Thursday’s answers

Complete the grid
so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box in
bold borders contains
every digit 1 to 9.

Thursday’s
solutions

Crossword 2/8

Across
1 Yukon supplier
4 __ pants
9 Scorned lover of Jason
14Aptly, it rhymeswith

“spa”
15CNNcorrespondent

Hill
16 Big period
17TV trailblazer
18 Boxing academy?
20Loud noises
22 “There, there,” e.g.
23One at the top of the

order
26Whirling
30Optimist’s hopeful

list?
33 “Othello” role
34 Pamphlet ending
35Have __ for
36Colorful bird
37 Literal and figurative

hint to four puzzle
answers

41 Field supervisor

43 Sword-and-sandal
feature, e.g.

44Turkish title
47Award using spelled-

out initials
48Wild party inDallas?
51Wednesday, to be exact
53 Souvenirs
54 Plays ball
57Musical collaboration

instruction
58 Literary alliance?
63A, in Aachen
64 Senate staffers
65Coke or Pepsi
66YoungDarth’s

nickname
67Bright
68Hindumystics
69Ballet composer

Delibes

Down
1 Refuse
2 Poe genre
3Title servant in a 1946
Paulette Goddard film

4Magmogul
5Home of the 2001
World Series champs,
on scoreboards

6Eighteen-wheelers
7 Call back?
8Only deaf performer to
win anOscar

9Waikiki, to surfers
10Recipient of aNew

Testament epistle
attributed to Saint Paul

11 __-wop
12 Prefixwith conscious

13Calder Cup org.
19Without
21 Vast expanse
24Tuck away
25 1974CIA spoof
27Discounted combo
28 Supermarket chain
29 “__ is thewinter of our

discontent”: Shak.
31 Luau ring
32Architect’s addition
36 Start tomanage?
38 Summer refresher
39College admissions

fig.
40Documentwith

bullets
41 Cousin of org
42Band of Tokyo?
45 Sincere
46Hall of fame
48Puerto Rico, e.g.: Abbr.
49 Barelymakes it
50Handle preceder
52Discharge
55 Iberian river
56Metallicwaste
58 Lived
59Basket border
60Early civil rights

activist __ B.Wells
61 Covertmaritime gp.
62Cred. union offerings

By Andy Morrison. Edited by Rich
Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis.
© 2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Thursday’s solution

Wantmore
puzzles?

Go to chicagotribune

.com/games

Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

For Better or for Worse By Lynn Johnston

Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall

Hägar the Horrible By Chris Browne

Mutts By Patrick McDonnell

WuMo By Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Sherman’s Lagoon By Jim Toomey

Brewster Rockit: Space Guy! By Tim Rickard

Broom-Hilda By Russell Myers

JumbleCrosswordTriviaBits

By David L. Hoyt.

Princeton
University
awardedAbra-
hamLincoln
anhonorary
doctorate in
what field?
A)Divinity
B)Humanities
C) Law
D) Philosophy
Thursday’s
answer: Yuta
Tabuse is a
5-foot-9 guard
who played in
four gameswith
the Phoenix
Suns in 2004.
© 2019 Leslie Elman.
Dist. by Creators.com
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1. If you build it, anime will come:
Founded in 2002, Uchi-con is a free ani-
me festival created and run by University
of Chicago students that has grown into
an annual tradition. The activity schedule
is packed, featuring an escape room,
cosplay contest, photo booth, gaming
tourneys, karaoke, film and other anime
screenings, a silent auction, speaker pan-
els and a cafe for food and drinks. Pre-
registration is requested. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday. Sign-in, Artist Alley at Ida Noyes
Hall, 212 E. 59th St., panels, all other events
at Harper Memorial Building, 1116 E. 59th
St. Free. Register: uchi-con.com

2. Museum night fever: The Museum
of Science and Industry will transform
into a dance floor for its latest After
Hours celebration, a silent disco featuring
a trio of live DJs spinning different
soundtracks: Chicago House; hip-hop,
R&B and Top 40; and disco/electronic
dance — and competing for the audienc-
e’s attention. You can also see the current
“Black Creativity Juried Art Exhibition”
and its “Innovation Studio,” as well as get
a sneak peek of upcoming wearable-tech
exhibit “Wired to Wear,” opening March
21. Ticket includes free parking, coat
check, snacks, one complimentary drink,
wireless headphones and select exhibit
access. Cash bar available. 7-11 p.m. Friday.
Museum of Science and Industry, 5700 S.
Lake Shore Drive. Tickets: $30. msichicago
.org

3. V-day shopping (for a cause): Take a
moment this Valentine’s Day to treat your-
self to a drink, maybe do a little shopping
and support a good cause at the Galentine’s
Day Market, a benefit for Chicago Period
Project, which distributes menstrual sup-
plies to people in need. Admission to the
market is free with a donation of menstrual
supplies. Check out the full list of vendors
on Emporium’s website. 6-11 p.m. Wednes-
day. Emporium, 2363 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Details: emporiumchicago.com

4. Cher and sunny: Cher’s current “Here
We Go Again” tour features the ageless
72-year-old icon putting on quite a specta-
cle, featuring an elephant, a burlesque
section, tributes to ABBA and Elvis Presley
and, of course, plenty of costume changes.
Looking at set lists so far, she hasn’t been
stingy in delivering the hits, either. 8 p.m.
Friday. United Center, 1901 W. Madison St.
Tickets: $119-$420. ticketmaster.com

5. Chicago’s black history: Crossing
Borders Music nonprofit and the Haitian
American Museum of Chicago celebrate
Black History Month with First Blacks
Chicago, a concert celebrating some of the
city’s trailblazing black leaders: Chicago
founder Jean Baptiste Pointe du Sable, its
first black mayor, Harold Washington, and
the first black U.S. president, Barack
Obama. The event will also showcase visu-
al artwork inspired by the men from a pair
of local artists. 2-3:15 p.m. Sunday. Chicago
Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. Free.
Details: crossingbordersmusic.org

6. Documentary of a legend: The 2018
documentary “Whitney,” which tells the
story of the late Whitney Houston’s jour-
ney through life and fame, will play this
weekend in a special showing hosted by

in-house DJ Duane Powell at the Stony
Island Arts Bank. RSVP required; waitlist
available. 1-3 p.m. Sunday. Stony Island Arts
Bank, 6760 S. Stony Island Ave. Free with
RSVP: eventbrite.com

7. Punch sips and paint strokes: Some-
thing like grade school art class (“Don’t
spill your juice!”), but with adult beverages
and no letter grades — unless you want
one. Enjoy an evening of punch-sipping
and brushstrokes while you receive step-
by-step instructions for a live, semi-nude
figure painting. Tickets include a punch
demonstration, glass of punch and art
supplies. 4:30-6:30 p.m. Saturday. Punch
House, 1227 W. 18th St. Tickets: $45.
eventbrite.com

8. War-torn tale: You have about a month
left to see Timeline Theatre’s “Cardboard
Piano” before it ends March 17. Based on
Hansol Jung’s 2017 novel, “Piano” tells a
story of violence, intolerance and love: an
American missionary’s daughter and local
teenage girl who steal away to marry in the
midst of approaching war. Times vary
Wednesdays-Sundays through March 17.
Timeline Theatre, 615 W. Wellington Ave.
Tickets: $40-$54. timelinetheatre.com

9. Get up, get out, block party: Every
year, the Winter Block Party celebrates the
rich depths of Chicago’s hip-hop commu-
nity, and 2019 marks the 10th anniversary
of the all-day, all-ages festival. The party —
hosted by WBEZ, Vocalo and Young Chi-
cago Authors — will feature its usual fun:
live music, dancing, poetry, face-painting, a
pop-up barber shop and more. This year’s
event features hands-on activities and
other events to support this year’s theme of
hip-hop’s intergenerational connectedness
and multifaceted culture. Noon-10 p.m.
Saturday. Metro, 3730 N. Clark St. Free,
reservation required. RSVP: showclix.com

10. Beer, rice and Pig: Marz Brewing and
the beloved Fat Rice have teamed up for a
(literal) brewing collaboration to celebrate
the Lunar New Year and the Year of the
Pig. The beer is named Fame and Fortune,
a “wild ale (6 percent ABV) with red kogi
rice and hawthorn! It is formulated to
impart good luck and notoriety in the com-
ing year,” per the brewery’s website. The
festivities also include a special pig roast,
dumplings from local pop-up series Hun-
gry as F--- and Dragon Dancers from the
Ng Family Chinese Martial Arts Associ-
ation. 2-8 p.m. Sunday. Marz Community
Brewing, 3630 S. Iron St. Free. Details: face
book.com

TAKE 10
By Adam Lukach
Chicago Tribune

Cher brings her “Here We Go Again” tour to

the United Center on Friday night.

JEFF SINER/TNS 

S
o, here’s the thing. Every year the Chicago Auto Show takes over

McCormick Place. And for the past decade or so, the Chicago Auto

Show has been about trucks.

People love trucks.

But there is still something about cars. There’s a supercar, not a supertruck.

Do you look at a Ford F-150 the same way you look at a Ferrari? No. Don’t even

try. Flanks glisten, booth attendants smile and beckon, and showgoers are im-

mersed in a world of wheels. They probably arrived in a crossover or SUV,

because almost everyone drives them these days. But what about the car?

We’re here for you.

P.S. No, your Auto Show maps aren’t wrong. The two sporty German au-

tomakers, BMW and Mercedes, aren’t represented at the show as manufactur-

ers. Weird, right? But not as weird as a list of the Top 10 Chicago Auto Show

must-sees that doesn’t include a single truck. Check it out on Page 5.

2020 Ford Mustang Shelby GT

FORD MOTOR CO.

DUDE,
HERE’S

THE CAR
If you can see past the trucks, check out
these 10 cars at the Chicago Auto Show 

By Kevin Williams | Chicago Tribune

INSIDE: SPECIAL PULLOUT AUTO SHOW GUIDE  ONLINE: ONGOING COVERAGE AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.COM/AUTOSHOW

PRESENTING SPONSORSJOIN US IN CELEBRATING TRANSIT SPONSOR

$15/$30 tickets to 120+ shows

CHICAGOTHEATREWEEK.COM

#CTW19 | DON’T MISS IT!
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TURN IT UP
By Greg Kot

“I’ve always had my foot in two different
worlds,” said Bassel Almadani of neo-funk
and soul band Bassel & The Supernaturals.
“I was always a little Syrian on the Ameri-
can side or American on the Syrian side.
I’ve always been in a sort of gray zone.”

Some artists may find this balancing act
between two worlds tricky to navigate, but
Almadani finds creativity and hope in
translating his personal experiences into
art. But it wasn’t always this way for him.
College was a transformative time for
Almadani, who back then began listening
to classic soul artists from Otis Redding to
Marvin Gaye to Stevie Wonder, trying to
figure out what exactly resonated so much
for him in their music. It was an act he calls
“emotional saturation,” their ability to tell a
story with every lyric, performance and
recording, that made their music so time-
less.

“The formula changed and everything
became about writing music from this
emotionally saturated place, being able to
tell a story through everything I’ve created
from that point on,” said Almadani.

Creating music is therapeutic for Al-
madani. Although he grew up here, most of
his family is from and still resides in Syria.
Losing family members abroad while si-
multaneously grappling with the privilege
of growing up in a relatively stable country
informs how and why he makes music.

“I could have just as easily experienced
the same things, but for some reason, des-
tiny led me here,” he began. “Particularly in
an increasingly xenophobic society, being
able to tell my story from the stage and to
open up a conversation with an audience is
so key to creating some empathy.”

Bassel & The Supernaturals broke
through to audiences across the globe two
years ago, in no small part due to the char-
ismatic-yet-raw storytelling that permeates
his music. He describes the songwriting
process as not unlike a “science experi-
ment” that often leaves him in a state of
exhaustion. “Every single time, it’s this
crazy feeling,” he explained. “It’s this wave
of emotion, and there’s so much going
through your brain that you need to con-
dense and turn into some sort of story
where the lyrics speak to the music speak
to the melody speak to the colors that are
surfacing.”

Outlets such as Noisey, the Associated
Press and Al Jazeera soon took notice,
something that was not surprising to Al-
madani. “It’s always new to somebody, and
they’re absorbing that for the first time.
There has to be a layer of something orga-
nic and accessible,” Almadani explained.

He has also added lectures, speaking en-
gagements, and other educational opportu-
nities to his roster, so his music becomes
something not just to enjoy, but also to
inform.

Still, Almadani believes the group’s next
record, “Smoke & Mirrors,” scheduled to
drop in May, will be its most exciting and
uplifting yet. “It’s a self-fulfilling prophecy
if you allow yourself to sit under a dark
cloud,” Almadani began. “It was a lot for
people to absorb, and I wanted people to
confront that with this particular record
and inspire hope. That’s where we get into
this fun place because we have to remain
hopeful. We have to remain optimistic
about the future.”

Curious listeners and longtime fans can
hear this on the group’s new single, “Calcu-
lated Love,” now available on streaming
services. The group will celebrate with a
single release party tonight at Lincoln Hall,
and Almadani wouldn’t have it any other
way. “We want for people, when they think
of Aleppo, to not just remember this dark
cloud around it, but to create some light
and inspire some hope as people work to
rebuild,” he said.

Britt Julious is a freelance writer.

onthetown@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @chitribent

LOCAL SOUNDS

Bassel makes music from that
gray zone between funk, soul 
By Britt Julious
Chicago Tribune

Bassel & The Supernaturals blend funk and
soul for an intriguing sound. 

SAMER ALMADANI

When: 8 p.m. tonight

Where: Lincoln Hall, 2424 N. Lincoln Ave.

Tickets: $12-$15 (18+); www.lh-st.com

As a 29-year-old hip-hop artist coming
off his first widely praised album, Jpeg-
mafia is still processing his late-blooming
success. At the top of his 2018 release, “Vet-
eran” (Deathbomb Arc), he raps, “Hope I
get panned.”

It might’ve been a way of steeling himself
against the notion that like all of his previ-
ous releases, “Veteran” would get over-
looked, and the rapper nicknamed Peggy
(aka Jpegmafia, aka Barrington DeVaughn
Hendricks) isn’t saying otherwise. 

“It was my way of saying I have nothing
to lose,” he says of “1539 N. Calvert,” the
opening track on “Veteran.” “If nobody
cares, I’m still failing, and so what? To have
something you put a lot of work into and
have people acknowledge it, to have your
love of something reciprocated, that is
probably the hardest part of this entire
thing for me. I love that it happened, but it’s
also a shock.”

“Veteran” – written, produced and per-
formed by Peggy, with a minimum of cam-
eos – combines avant-garde production
with the artist’s typically dense wordplay, a
savvy mix of street perspective and provoc-
ative perspectives on politics, society and
everyday life. It’s also sprinkled with catchy
hooks and broader, more personal themes.

“Before on album I only showed one side,
a harsh side,” he says. “I made a conscious
decision to show more sides of myself. I
was angry before, but in stressful situations,
people laugh and cry too. That song ‘DD
Form 214’ (an ode to pleasure-seeking),
wouldn’t have existed on earlier albums. I
mean I’m angry, I talk about race and police
brutality and politics, but I also smoke, I
watch Netflix. What an interesting concept
— I discovered that being myself worked.”

Peggy grew up in Brooklyn before mov-
ing with his family to Alabama as a teen-
ager, which is when he found inspiration in
Kanye West’s music.

“I didn’t like him at first, thought he was
egocentric, but when ‘Late Registration’

came out (in 2005), it was undeniable,” he
says. “I was 14-15, and that album pissed me
off because I wanted to make music like
that and I couldn’t figure out how he did it.
I hated him in a respectful way, because he
was so good. I thought he was like Jesus
when ‘My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy’
came out (in 2010). If Kanye was not in the
equation, I literally wouldn’t even be here.
His music pushed hip-hop — the man is a
master at taking a complex idea and pre-
senting it in a way that is accessible for
everyone.”

Peggy deferred his musical ambitions
because of economic necessity. He joined
the Air Force, and served in Iraq among
other locations, before being honorably
discharged in 2015 and moving to Balti-
more.

“I was just poor, I didn’t have options —
no money for college and a recruiter comes
along and says, hey, you might be OK if you
do this,” he says. “Most poor black kids will
entertain that idea. In the long run, it was a

smart decision because I don’t how I
would’ve afforded equipment to make
music otherwise. I definitely wanted to do
music, but life was in the way. I sacrificed
those prime years and I realized that now
I’m considered ‘old’ to be making internet
hip-hop. But a couple years ago I promised
myself I would keep doing this till I die. I
made a conscious decision this is what I
want to do. If I ever have to work a 9 to 5,
the only reason would be to get money to
do this (hip-hop). I’d rather be dead than
work in a warehouse.”

Using samplers and drum machines in a
home studio he set up in a “dingy” Balti-
more basement, Peggy developed his own
vocabulary sonically and lyrically, weather
looping vocal sounds into disorienting
textures or rapping provocatively in a way
that went beyond mere shock value, and
prodded listeners to think more deeply
about distorted truths or received wisdom. 

Consumer warning: Jpegmafia loves to
stir things up with his music. His lyrics
routinely dismantle ideology from both
sides of the political spectrum, and he can
build a whole world around a song named
after Whole Foods or Macaulay Culkin.
Little wonder he refers to his tracks as
“environments” rather than “arrange-
ments” that adhere to typical song struc-

ture.
“Rules limit you, and once you start

thinking about what the audience wants or
expects, it becomes a trap that a lot of art-
ists fall into,” he says. “If I was younger it
might be different, but I have failed so
many times, I have learned how to shut all
that out. Now that I have a little platform,
and there are more eyes on me to release
something, all that does is challenge me
and put me under pressure, and I love
being under pressure, especially musically.
I might fail, but I’m excited about the pos-
sibilities.”

Peggy is circumspect about the release of
his next recordings, but he’s certain about
one aspect of his career. He wants to re-
main a self-contained rapper and producer,
and build his own sound rather than try to
nibble at the edges of the mainstream. 

In other words, he says, “I’m not going to
be doing a song with Maroon 5 on my next
album, if that’s what you’re asking.”

Greg Kot co-hosts “Sound Opinions” at
8 p.m. Friday, 7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m.
Sunday on WBEZ-FM 91.5.

Greg Kot is a Tribune critic.

greg@gregkot.com

Jpegmafia is just off his widely praised album “Veteran” and plays Pitchfork’s Midwinter Fest next week. 

DANNY LANE PHOTO

When: 6 p.m. Feb. 17

Where: Midwinter 2019, Art Institute of
Chicago, 111 S. Michigan Ave.

Tickets: $50; midwinter.pitchfork.com

‘Being
myself
worked’
Jpegmafia has developed 
his own hip-hop vocabulary
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Few arts institutions
have influenced music as
widely and dramatically as
the Chicago-based Associ-
ation for the Advancement
of Creative Musicians
(AACM), which next year
marks its 55th anniversary.

Yet financial struggles
remain for an organization
that has championed the
revolutionary sounds of the
Art Ensemble of Chicago,
Muhal Richard Abrams,
Henry Threadgill, Anthony
Braxton and others too
numerous to name.

So at 7 p.m. on Sunday,
one of the AACM’s early
members and most visible
figures — Wadada Leo
Smith — will collaborate
with the AACM’s Great
Black Music Ensemble in
an annual concert designed
to trumpet the glories of
the AACM and generate
some support.

“We’re attempting to
raise funds to get an admin-
istrator,” says Chicago
saxophonist and AACM
chairman Ernest Dawkins.

As that comment sug-
gests, the AACM has no
front office and minimal
infrastructure to propel its
art. Since the organization’s
founding in Chicago in
1965, it has been a grass-
roots, self-empowering
operation in which musi-
cians have planned and
promoted their own con-
certs and recordings.

“The struggle is relative,”

says Dawkins, speaking
from South Africa, where
he’s leading the Englewood
Soweto Exchange. “We’re
still the same as an organi-
zation. The difference
(from others) is that we’re
artist driven.

“We don’t have a (per-
formance) space or any-
thing like that. But there
are a lot of organizations
that have been around a
long time that don’t have a
space.

“The main thing is that
we have been in existence
for 54 years, and hopefully
we’ll be here for another
45.”

To that end, Dawkins
hopes to be able to hire
someone to handle bureau-
cratic and development
issues that musicians don’t
necessarily have the time to
address.

“It would give us a boost
in terms of being more
interested in our business
affairs,” says Dawkins. “It
would help us raise money.”

For the Sunday concert,
trumpeter Smith will re-
examine music of Theloni-
ous Monk solo during the
first set; then he’ll collabo-
rate with the Great Black
Music Ensemble in at least
two original compositions:
“Joy-SpiritualFire-Joy” and
“Queen Hatshepsut.” The
prospect of hearing Smith
powered by some of this
city’s most creative impro-
visers will be tantalizing to
anyone who relishes origi-
nal ideas in music.

“He’s always had his own
unique approach to compo-
sition and improvisation, in
relationship to what we call
improvisational music,”
says Dawkins of a trumpet-
er-composer who indeed

transcends conventional
thinking on how sounds
can be constructed and
organized.

But Smith himself de-
clines to use the term “im-
provisation.”

“I don’t even think about
the notion of improvisation
anymore,” Smith told me in
2017. “It’s such a mistaken
word for what any of these
artists in creative music do.

“When we’re onstage,”
he added, in explaining his
collaborations with pianist
Vijay Iyer, “we don’t sit
down and talk about what
we’re going to do or how

long we’re going to do it.
We just get onstage and do
it. It’s not as simple as that,
but that’s how you have to
think about it.

“My life is 75 years. His
life is 46 or something. All
of those things, when you
weigh them together, nu-
merically or actual experi-
ence, that’s over 100 years
of living. So it’s all based
out of that kind of connec-
tion.”

Smith’s connection with
his AACM colleagues also
runs quite deep. Dawkins,
for one, counts Smith “as a
mentor.”

In 2013, Smith was a
finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize in Music (I served on
the jury), for his epic work,
“Ten Freedom Summers.”
Though the honor went to
Caroline Shaw for her suite
“Partita for 8 Voices,” the
distinction underscored

the value of Smith’s work
and, in a larger sense, the
impact of the AACM.

“The truth is, even
though I was not selected
as the final person to re-
ceive the prize, I actually
received (the benefits of )
the prize,” Smith told me
that year.

“I’ve had more written
(about ‘Freedom’) and have
been more interviewed
than ever in my life, and
people have actually re-
sponded to this work.
That’s why I have 10 per-
formances (of ‘Freedom’)
ahead of me.”

Since then, the public’s
awareness of Smith’s out-
sized contributions have
been more widely acknowl-
edged, making Sunday’s
event a significant one for
the AACM and anyone
intrigued by sounds not yet
encountered. 

Chicago
a cappella

The vocal ensemble,
founded by Jonathan
Miller in 1993, next pre-
sents “Polish Splendor,”
featuring new and historic
music of Poland.

Performances are at 8
p.m. Saturday at Nichols
Concert Hall, 1490 Chicago
Ave., Evanston; 4 p.m. Sun-
day at Pilgrim Congrega-
tional Church, 460 Lake St.,
Oak Park; 8 p.m. Feb. 16 at
Wentz Concert Hall, 171 E.
Chicago Ave., Naperville;
and 4 p.m. Feb. 17 at Coper-
nicus Center, 5216 W.
Lawrence Ave.;
www.chicagoacappella.org.

Howard Reich is a Tribune
critic.

hreich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @howardreich

Trumpeter Wadada Leo Smith will perform with the AACM’s Great Black Music Ensemble on Sunday. 

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Celebrating
the AACM
with Wadada
Leo Smith

When: 7 p.m. Sunday

Where: Logan Center, 915

E. 60th St.

Tickets: $20-$75; $10

students; 773-702-2787 or

arts.uchicago.edu

Howard Reich
On Music
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Special thanks to Live Music Sponsors Sandy and Roger Deromedi and The Marina and Arnold Tatar Fund for Live Music. Victoria Jaiani and Alberto Velazquez | Photo by Cheryl Mann | Shot on location at the Richard H. Driehaus Museum, Chicago.
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You probably will drive to the
Chicago Auto Show in some sort
of truck. And maybe, maybe not,
a car will flick past you, hunker-
ing nice and low around an exit
ramp curve, and you will wonder
— just for a moment — what life
would be like without a third, or
even a second row.

Driving a car again. How cool
would that be?

Cars have upped their game in
the face of the dawn of the truck.
They are faster, more efficient,
prettier, more stuffed with tech-
nology. And they’re fun to drive.
You get down into a car, rather
than up into a cab. Auto enthusi-
asts talk about the idea of “active
safety,” which is essentially being
able to drive around something,
rather than having something big
enough to withstand an impact.

And even as we move toward a
world where cars will be as rare
as flawless diamonds, let’s take a
moment to celebrate those low-
slung creations, as we put the
auto back in Chicago Auto Show.
Here are the 10 cars you should
make a point to see, in no par-
ticular order:

2020 Ford Mustang Shelby

GT

This is a beast. Everybody is
going crazy for horsepower now.
The Dodge Hellcat makes more
than 700 horsepower, so guess
what? The Shelby GT makes
even more. The Mustang, Ford’s
venerated pony car, has been
around for seeming eons. Young
men used to look at them and
drool as one rumbled past. You
didn’t even mind the solid rear
axle back in the day, because the
thing was how fast you could go
in a straight line. Curves were for
Europeans. The brawny, muscu-
lar Shelby GT is a two-door,
rear-wheel-drive coupe. Duh.
Passengers? Sure. One. And they
will be lucky. Ford is talking
about all the tech goodies, plus
an under four-second 0-40 time.
Yeah, yeah, a Tesla SUV can do
that too. But come on. It isn’t a
Mustang.

2020 Volkswagen Passat

The quiet, humble sedan is a
lovely thing. Good gas mileage,
sporting pretentions, quiet com-
fort and easy parking. The Passat
has been the midsize sedan king
for Volkswagen and is a car that,

like every other automaker’s
midsize sedan, doesn’t do any-
thing crazy. Those Toyota Camry
adverts we see on television that
tout that appliance’s sporting
pretensions are a put-on. Toyota
isn’t going to mess with a Camry
any more than VW is going to do
anything crazy with its family
sedan. But look at that thing,
particularly those Audi-like pro-
portions. Oh, yeah. You can drive
to work with dreams of a fancier
sibling dancing through your
head.

2019 Volvo S60/V90

Speaking of humility, may we
present Volvo. There is a certain
kind of person who drives a
Volvo, something that everyone
(psst … probably even the au-
tomaker) has come to accept.
Your eminently sensible friend,
the one who has had a 401(k)
since the days of your shared
lemonade stand, who waits for
the green light even at 4 a.m. on a
Sunday night before crossing the
street, probably drives a Volvo. It
isn’t that they aren’t fun to drive,
it’s that the people who drive
them value solidity. Volvos make
sense. Mind you, this Volvo sports
up to 400 horsepower, but even
that makes sense. Sensible folks
like to get a little loose, too.

2020 Subaru WRX S209

Oh, dear, it’s one of those kids.
You know it even before the ex-
haust rumble fills your cabin that
a low-slung rocket of a wee sedan
is going to roll up next to you.
“The Fast and the Furious” is
suddenly real and sitting next to
you. Subaru makes two kinds of
car, essentially: mild and wild.
The S209 is wild. It’s charming
that Subaru says that “safety
features include a rear camera.”

Because this car is about speed.
Its turbocharged four-cylinder
engine making 340 horsepower
will be wound as tight as the
driver cossetted in the seat of this
purpose-built machine. All
wheels are driven, of course. The
transmission is a six-speed ma-
nual, because if you are going to
drive this car, you are going to
Drive. This. Car.

2019 Lamborghini Urus

The name might denote a wild,
shaggy ox that is now extinct, but
don’t tell Lambo that. It’s “wag-
on” is billed as a “five-seat sports
car.” People will think of this as a
little crossover, but if anyone says
that near you, feel free to tsk-tsk
them. This is a lot like the BMW
GT series of cars that gives their
sporting sedans a backpack.
Standing beside it, you are taller
than the Urus’ hunkered-down
height, which is as it should be.
You can take it off road, yes, but
you can also take the high-strung
Subaru off road. Both would be
loads of fun in the dirt. The Urus
is also beautiful in the way that a
truck could never be, never mind
the more than 600 horsepower
and manufacturer-claimed 0-60
time of 3.4 seconds.

2019 Aston Martin DBS

Superleggera

A mouthful, right? This car
looks like the kind of vehicle
where you roll up to the officer,
tap the window and ask for the
ticket, to save the bother. It’s a
single, giant swoop from the
downturned nose to the fender
flares to the upturned rear quar-
ter panels that look like your car
is on steroids. Aston Martins are
commonly thought of as James
Bond cars, and yes, the famed
not-entirely-secret agent drove

one. But the real thing about
Astons is that they are supercars
for boys who grew up. The
strakes, air scoops, wings and
whooshes are left to unsubtle
competitors. Astons are about
elegance, via velvet fist. The
Superleggera is in the 700-plus
horsepower club, not that Aston
drivers care. This is the rare car
that looks fantastic from every
angle.

2020 Toyota Corolla

Transportation. Sometimes, a
driver’s ambitions are all about
transportation, that act of getting
from here to there. Those drivers
want a car. That can should be
solid, it should work, should purr
like a contented kitten. It
shouldn’t be expensive but
should have bells and whistles
because transportation doesn’t
need to be spartan. Hello, Co-
rolla. The days of the clunky
compact are long gone. The
Corolla has grown, pushing the
edges, size-wise, of what used to
be midsize sedan territory. It
comes with a four-cylinder en-
gine, and guess what? You can
get your Corolla with a six-speed
manual if you like, making it a
rarity: a pot you can stir yourself.

2020 Toyota Supra

So, here’s the thing: Some-
times you want dynamic range.
You aren’t going to use every-
thing that the reincarnated Supra
offers. And many auto enthusi-
asts remember that bubble-butt,
big winged scythe from the early
2000s as loads of fun that you
could drive at 9⁄10ths and not die
or get arrested. This is not going
to be true of the 2020 Supra,
which resurrects that legendary
marque. Two seats, two doors,
more than 350 horsepower and

rear-drive, naturally. Because
what else would a proper sports
car be? It comes with an auto-
matic transmission, which will
inspire some side-eye from the
pure sports contingent. But look
at that thing!

Infiniti Prototype 10 Concept

Concept cars are odd things,
because they aren’t real. Au-
tomakers will tell you that “some
of this technology will filter down
to cars that you can buy,” and you
will nod in assent because they
should know, right? But the prin-
cipal objective of concept cars is
to make your jaw drop. Infiniti’s
Prototype 10 will do that. It’s a
single-seat vehicle, but if you
were to have one of these you
probably wouldn’t have friends
anyhow because everybody
would hate you. This is an arrow
in vehicle form, and it’s beautiful.
Concept cars are art in automo-
tive form.

McLaren 570S

It’s safe to say that you should
go to visit this unrelenting beast,
as memories of a spirited drive in
one still pulsate through my head
from when the Chicago Tribune
had one in for review. The tub is
carbon fiber, the V-8 engine has
not one, but two turbochargers,
because symmetry and stuff. The
good folks at McLaren will tell
you that it is an everyday super-
car. It isn’t, mostly because you
would run out of bail money in a
week, because this car is demand-
ing. It wants you to go deeper into
the throttle, harder into the curve.
It’s an extraordinary thing that
turned heads during the Tribune
test drive. It will turn yours too.

kmwilliams@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @tribunekevin

TheMcLaren 570S Spider is a small two-seat, mid-engine supercar powered by a 562-horsepower 3.8-liter twin-turbo V-8 engine and seven-speed automatic transmission.

ERIN HOOLEY/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2018

DOWN TO
EARTH
Amid sea of trucks, low-slung cars
earn their place on auto show floor 2019 Aston Martin Superleggera

ASTON MARTIN

2020 Toyota Supra

DANIEL MEARS/AP 

2019 Lamborghini Urus 

LAMBORGHINI NORTH AMERICA

By Kevin Williams
Chicago Tribune
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The 111th Chicago Auto Show takes over 
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Saturday. For ongoing auto show coverage, 
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2020 Cadillac XT6

The Cadillac of crossovers, is how the ad slogan might go.

2020 Subaru Legacy

The popular all-wheel-drive 
marque will show off the new 
version of its mid-sized sedan.

2019 Lamborghini Urus

Remember back when it was a big 
deal that Porsche was making an 
SUV? Those were the days. Now, 
even Lamborghini is in the 
category. The 641-horsepower, 
twin-turbo Urus can hit 60 miles 
per hour in 3.4 seconds. No 
gull-wing doors, however.

Ram Trucks tailgate?

Everyone, most recently GMC, is 
doing that versatile tailgate thing. 
Buzz is that Ram Trucks will offer 
its own contender in this new 
pickup amenity showdown.

Craft beer here!

Friday Night Flights isn’t 
something you can drive, nor is 
the craft beer event anything 
you should go near while 
driving. But people will dig it.

2020 Jeep Gladiator

You already have a Cherokee 
and want a pickup from the 
same marque? This debu-
tante is just the thing for you.

2020 Ford Mustang Shelby GT

North of 700 horsepower (side-eyeing the automatic transmis-
sion), rear-drive and a sub-4-second 0-60 time are the calling 
cards of this beast.

2020 Toyota Tacoma

People are buzzing about the 
possibility that Toyota will take 
the wraps off its big ol’ pickup.

NORTH AMERICAN DEBUTS NEW THIS YEAR

COOL DISPLAYS

Safety first

A Volvo simulator tests your 
reaction time when obstacles 
appear in your path.

That E-thing

The Chicago Area Clean Cities 
Coalition will be offering a 
chance to drive popular electric 
vehicles, including the Nissan 
Leaf and the Chrysler Pacifica 
hybrid. Wannabe test-drivers will 
need to register at the Chicago 
Area Clean Cities tent in McCor-
mick Place’s South Building, Gate 
2, near the escalators.

2020 Ford Explorer

You need to check this one out 
if only so you know how the 
police SUV grille looks, in case 
you’re getting a new Supra.

2020 Toyota Supra

Rear-drive-only, two seats, 
and looks that remind you 
of a storm trooper’s helmet. 
Which is cool.

 GETTY 

BLOOMBERG

LAMBORGHINI

AP

■ When: 10 a.m to 10 p.m. 
Saturday through Feb. 17 
and 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Feb. 18

■ Where: McCormick Place, 
23rd Street and Lake Shore 
Drive.

■ Admission:
Adults (13 and older): $13

Senior citizens (62+): $7

Children (7-12): $7

Children (6 and younger) with 
a paying adult: free

■ Handicapped access: 
McCormick Place is wheel-
chair-accessible. Scooter rental 
is $50 a day, and wheelchairs 
are $20. For reservations, call 
888-441-7575.

■ CTA rail: Green Line stop 
at Cermak.

■ CTA bus: 
No. 3 King Drive 
(11 a.m.-10:30 p.m. weekends, 
5-10:30 p.m. on weekdays), 
5-8:30 p.m. on the last 
Monday.

■ Special buses: Between 
Ogilvie and Union stations, 
Museum Campus and 
McCormick Place, in 10- to 
15-minute intervals depending 
on the day.

■ Metra rail: The Metra 
Electric District line stops 
directly at McCormick Place, 
running from downtown to 
University Park on the Far 
South Side.

GETTY

Outdoor

test drive

Outdoor

test drive

RAM

Strike a pose

A selection of exhibitors have 
offerings that let visitors 
create images of themselves 
or their dream vehicles. 
Nissan is taking it a step 
further, letting outdoors fans 
create an image of themselves 
as a bear enjoying a campsite.

Getting sporty

Kia has basketball 
hoops, but only 
Chevrolet lets visitors 
shoot a hockey puck.

Game time

Hyundai is taking its 
swag game to another 
level by having visitors 
answer game-show-like 
questions to win prizes. 
Answer more Hyundai 
trivia questions, win 
better prizes.

Fast lane

There are a selection 
of racing simulators 
available at the show 
that let attendees 
really step on it. The 
one that combines the 
coolest vehicle with 
the coolest concept is 
from Ford, where you 
can sit behind the 
wheel of a GT on a 
virtual Le Mans race, 
the legendary 24-hour 
car race in France.

2019 Audi E-Tron

Leaving aside the inelegance of 
plug-in car names, this is Audi’s 
5-seat electric crossover that has 
Tesla in its crosshairs.

AP

Camp Jeep

You know what it is already if 
you’ve been to a Chicago Auto 
Show in recent years. For those 
who haven’t, you get to 
test-drive various Jeep vehicles 
in a number of off-road 
situations on the 
24,000-square-foot exhibit’s 
track. Plan ahead because this 
place is always popular.

Concessions

Product

vendors

AUTO SHOW GUIDE
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Three-row SUVs take the stage 

The three-row SUV segment
shows no signs of slowing down,
which will be apparent as soon as
you arrive at the 2019 Chicago
Auto Show. Increased competi-
tion is almost always good news
for shoppers, and in the case of
midsize and large SUVs, you’ll see
how brands are trying to make
their offerings stand out by load-
ing on the features. We’re talking
about enough power ports to
keep everyone connected at all
times and cup holders that can
number well into the double
digits, two metrics that have
helped some new SUV models
make headlines in recent months.

To balance out the more friv-
olous factors, we’ll also consider
practical attributes like the avail-
ability of affordable all-wheel
drive upgrades and standard
active safety technology. The
Chicago Auto Show offers a great
opportunity to get up close and
personal with this year’s crop of
family-friendly SUVs. While
you’re there, keep an eye out for
these features on each of the
following models — and maybe
even see how many cup holders
you can reach from the driver’s
seat.

2020 Kia Telluride

Kia launched the Telluride at
the Detroit Auto Show in January,
and its upcoming appearance in
Chicago is sure to attract tons of
attention. The Telluride is Kia’s
largest vehicle ever and comfort-
ably seats seven or eight passen-
gers. The eight-passenger con-
figuration is standard and in-
cludes eight cup holders, while
the seven-passenger models get
six cup holders. There’s also a
bottle holder in each door. The
Telluride comes standard with
five USB ports, though a sixth can
be added. The Telluride includes
the Kia Drive Wise safety package
with a ton of advanced features,
such as driver attention monitor-
ing and a rear occupant alert.
All-wheel drive is expected to be
available as an option in every
trim level, though pricing has not
yet been disclosed.

2020 Hyundai Palisade

The Hyundai Palisade was
revealed in late 2018 at the Los
Angeles Auto Show and has made

its way to Chicago. The Palisade
can be configured for seven or
eight passengers. There are up to
seven USB ports available as well
as a wireless charging pad, and a
total of 16 cup holders means
everyone can take along at least
two drinks. The standard Hyun-
dai Smartsense package includes
tech such as forward collision
avoidance, pedestrian detection,
safe exit assist, and driver atten-
tion warning. All-wheel drive is
available, but Hyundai hasn’t yet
announced pricing for the Pali-
sade or any of its configurations.

2019 Subaru Ascent

The Subaru Ascent, the brand’s
largest vehicle to date, seats seven
or eight passengers. You may have
seen the Ascent at last year’s
Chicago Auto Show, which was
around the time the trend of
excessive cup holders really
started to take off. Indeed, with 19
cup holders, the Ascent is the
most prolific vehicle on the mar-
ket in this field and is widely
credited with ushering in this
new era. The Ascent gets a min-
imum of four USB ports, with up

to eight available. Subaru’s Eye-
Sight system provides standard
adaptive cruise control, lane keep
assist, and automatic emergency
braking. Unlike most of its com-
petitors, the Ascent features
standard all-wheel drive.

2019 Volkswagen Atlas

VW’s Atlas also put in an ap-
pearance at the Chicago Auto
Show last year, though it’s worth
another look if you plan to shop
for a new SUV this year. The Atlas
seats six or seven passengers, one
fewer than most of its competi-
tors. This VW provides just one
standard USB port with the op-
tion of up to four total, but the 17
cup holders might be enough to
distract you from this short-
coming. Every Atlas also includes
blind spot monitoring, forward
collision warning with emer-
gency braking, and pedestrian
detection. Step up to the V-6
model to get all-wheel drive,
which adds about $3,000.

2020 Ford Explorer

The redesigned Ford Explorer
is another Detroit Auto Show

debut that comes to the Chicago
Auto Show. The Explorer seats
six or seven passengers and
offers a total of eight cup holders,
including two in the second row
designed especially to accommo-
date juice boxes. A max of four
USB ports and a wireless device
charging pad are available. The
Explorer’s new platform marks a
shift to rear-wheel drive, and
all-wheel drive is available,
though its price has not been
announced. Standard Ford Co-
Pilot 360 includes technology
such as forward collision warn-
ing, automatic emergency brak-
ing and pedestrian detection.

2020 Cadillac XT6

Cadillac’s newest SUV de-
buted at the Detroit Auto Show
and should draw a crowd in
Chicago. The XT6 provides
seating for six or seven, served by
six USB ports in a mix of stand-
ard and USB-C styles plus op-
tional wireless charging. The
XT6 has a total of six cup hold-
ers, two in each row, plus space
for up to eight water bottles, two
in the pocket of each door. The

XT6 brings a ton of standard
safety tech to the mix, including
but not limited to forward colli-
sion warning, automatic emer-
gency braking and pedestrian
detection. All-wheel drive is
available, though as with other
recent debuts, its price premium
is unknown.

2019 BMW X7

BMW’s newest model was
unveiled in October at the Los
Angeles Auto Show, and this six-
or seven-seater is sure to grab
attention even if it doesn’t go for
any records in terms of conven-
ience amenities. Four cup holders
are included, and heated and
cooled cup holders are optional.
Wireless charging is standard,
and the first two rows each get a
USB-C port. Those numbers are
modest these days, but BMW has
other priorities, like safety tech-
nology. The X7’s long list of driver
assistance features includes front
and rear collision warning, pedes-
trian and cyclist detection, and
real-time speed limit information.
All-wheel drive comes standard
in both trim levels.

The 2019 Subaru Ascent is a three-row crossover with 19 (!) cup holders and four USB ports. 
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Offerings include
cup holders in the
double digits, USB

By Cherise Threewitt
Chicago Tribune
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News Flash: Pickup trucks
were the three best selling vehi-
cles of 2018. Well, that’s not ex-
actly news, as this has been the
case for many years. A large por-
tion of sales have been for com-
mercial use, so pickups used to be
basic utilitarian vehicles without
a lot of choices. The ever-increas-
ing personal use market has led to
an expanding array of sizes and is
a showcase of engineering and
technology.

The bookends of what you can
buy in a pickup are spreading
wider this year, starting with a
renewed taste for smaller trucks.
The midsize market began lap-
sing into obscurity earlier this
century when Ford, (Dodge) Ram
and Honda pulled out. Perennial
sales leader Toyota Tacoma has
kept carrying the midsize torch as
has the obsolescing Nissan Fron-
tier. Left with few choices, seg-
ment sales slipped. Things perked
up when General Motors re-
designed its aging midsize offer-
ings for 2015, releasing the com-
petitive Chevrolet Colorado and
GMC Canyon. Tacoma was re-
done for 2016, and Honda also
brought back a car-based Ridge-
line in 2017 after a hiatus. Now
the midsize Ford Ranger is the
next one to have returned, as the
“garageable” pickup becomes a
thing.

As if Jeep sales could get any
hotter, Jeep finally debuted its
greatly anticipated pickup at the
Los Angeles Auto Show last fall.
The reboot of the Gladiator name
comes based on the popular
Wrangler instead of a half-ton job
as it once was. This has created
buzz about a midsize Ram pickup
coming built on the same plat-
form. Could this be the return of

the Dakota nameplate? The latest
company line from CEO Mike
Manley to reporters at last
month’s North American Interna-
tional Auto Show in Detroit: “…
we’re working on it.”

Even Hyundai and Volkswagen
have been testing the waters with
car-based pickup concepts. At the
Detroit show, Volkswagen just
announced a new partnership
with Ford that could bring a VW-
badged pickup with Ford’s truck
expertise.

The half-ton pickup is growing
seating and losing cargo space as
it morphs into the new family car.
Meanwhile, for those who need
maximum towing and hauling,
heavy-duty trucks go more ex-
treme. Check out Chevrolet’s
recently unveiled Silverado HDs,
physically larger and more dis-
tinct from the 1500. With Ram’s
2019 all-new 2500 and 3500 HD
debut in Detroit, the ante was
upped with 1,000 pound-feet of
torque available on the diesel
model.

While diesel engines are a
popular choice for heavy-duty
pickups, they were rare in a half-
ton truck until Ram introduced
the 3.0-liter V-6 EcoDiesel to take
the pickup truck fuel mileage
crown. The engine was not avail-
able at the launch of the all-new
Ram 1500 pickup for 2019, but
will return to the new and Classic
Ram 1500s during this year.
Three liters is the magic size as
Ford also introduced a 3.0-liter
V-6 diesel with an up to 30 miles
per gallon highway rating (de-
pending on configuration).
Chevrolet and GMC are following
up with their own 3.0-liter diesel,
an inline six-cylinder.

Gasoline-powered half-ton
trucks have seen an array of fuel-
saving strategies using cutting-
edge powertrain tech. Ford was

first to the party with smaller-
displacement engines with tur-
bochargers. Since a lot of people
drive their trucks empty much of
the time, the theory is you get the
efficiency of a small engine, with
power on tap when you need it.
Remember how they kept saying
six-cylinder engines would re-
place eights? That day is here —
one of Ford’s EcoBoost 3.5-liter
engines is the top performance
engine in the F-150, outpowering
the more traditional 5.0-liter V-8.
A differently tuned 3.5 and a
2.7-liter V-6 are also offered for
different needs and budgets.

Chevrolet has taken this idea
to the next level by bringing a
four-cylinder into a full-size
truck. A 2.7-liter turbo four-
cylinder engine is available in the
new 2019 Silverado 1500. Re-
member when they would say
four-cylinders would replace
sixes? This one has 310 horse-
power. Couple this with weight
saved in the engine and in the
redesigned body and it’s a com-
pelling package.

Hybrids haven’t had much of a

foothold in pickup trucks, but
Ram incorporates a mild hybrid
with both their 3.6-liter V-6 and
5.7-liter V-8 engines for 2019. It
can’t drive solely on electric
power, but offers additional elec-
tric motor torque and stop/start
capability to help save gas. Regen-
erative braking captures energy
from slowing the truck down to
recharge the augmented batter-
ies.

The smaller dimensions of
midsize trucks are ripe for fuel-
saving technology. The GMC
Canyon and Chevy Colorado offer
a 2.8-liter diesel for best mileage.
The Jeep Gladiator will have a
diesel option as well. Toyota
Tacoma’s V-6 uses a simulated
Atkinson cycle, which changes
how long the intake valves stay
open to save fuel under light
throttle and load conditions.

Along with leather-lined interi-
ors rivaling some luxury cars,
now pickups are getting the latest
high-tech features you’d expect in
a high-end sedan. You can find
systems that help keep you from
wandering out of your lane, park

for you, see pedestrians in your
path and automatically brake in
an imminent collision. Cameras
that show the 360-degree view
around the vehicle have come to
trucks, with settings to view your
trailer or load, and hook up the
hitch by yourself. Many of the
newer tech features adapted
specifically for trucks include
blind spot monitoring adjustable
for different length trailers, and
trailer tire pressure monitoring.
Trailering apps can track your
trailer trip, trailer brake adjust-
ment and the angle of your trailer
to make sure the load is properly
distributed. Ford even has a sys-
tem with an intuitive knob to help
steer your trailer in reverse.

Once hot-selling utility vehi-
cles transitioned from truck-
based SUVs to truck-inspired
crossovers, it revealed that
Americans miss their trucks.
Work trucks will still be available
for business needs, but the manu-
facturers are capitalizing on con-
sumer desires, making pickup
trucks one of the most diverse
product lines.

The 2020 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon will be a high point of interest as a hot pickup at the 2019 show. 

FIAT CHRYSLER AUTOMOBILES

Pickups, perennial
best-sellers, show off
tech and other tricks
By Andy Mikonis
Chicago Tribune
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Concept cars are one of the
most exciting parts about attend-
ing an auto show, yet the futur-
istic vehicles are often dismissed
as impractical, improbable and
too expensive to have a price tag.
It’s been that way since the first
concept in 1938 and continues to
this season. But concept cars are
much more to automakers than
glitzy turntable displays.

“In the past, automakers used
to make concept cars to study
market response on an upcoming
production vehicle,” said
SangYup Lee, Hyundai executive
vice president of design. “Nowa-
days, however, automakers create
concept vehicles to communicate
about company’s future vision
and technologies.”

Concept cars are not mere
whims. Since the beginning,
General Motors has used its con-
cepts strategically.

Even older concepts influence
today’s cars. You see it in the face
of the 2019 Stingray when parked
next to the ’53 Vette, in the verti-
cal Cadillac taillamps that recall
classic fins, and radar-guided
cruise control imagined more
than 60 years ago.

“Concept cars provide oppor-
tunities for automakers,” said Rob
Cameron, exterior design man-
ager for Buick. “They are mecha-
nisms to demonstrate new styling
direction for a brand, new tech-
nology, or to drive buzz with
customers and media to support a
new or future product. These
concepts are not inexpensive
propositions. They bring together
a variety of trades and skilled
model makers to bring the de-
signer’s vision to life.”

Here are 10 significant con-
cepts and how each influenced
the automaker that built it:

1938 Buick Y-Job
Widely recognized as the first

concept car, the Y-Job was a lab
for GM’s first design chief, Harley

Earl, to test style and features that
would be prevalent in future
Buicks. It ran with a 5.2-liter
straight-eight engine but sat
considerably lower than cars of
the day. Its grille with small verti-
cal bars, flanked by hidden head-
lamps, became Buick’s face for
generations. No running boards,
boat tail trunk, and hard tonneau
with a push-button convertible
top were sensations.

1953 Chevrolet Corvette
Probably the most influential

concept ever, the Corvette de-
buted on January 17, 1953, at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New
York and entered production
nearly unchanged later that year.
It featured a fiberglass body, 150
horsepower six-cylinder engine,
two-speed automatic transmis-
sion, and could run 0-60 mph in
11.5 seconds. It was a crude mach-
ine with side curtains but was
gradually refined and obscenely
powered to become a global icon
through seven generations. Look
out for the mid-engine C8 coming
sometime this year.

1955 Lincoln Futura
The most famous concept

you’ve never heard of sports a
distinctive double canopy Plexi-
glas roof and canted wings, but
Lincoln never really transferred
its style to production. It starred
in 1959’s “It Started With A Kiss”
alongside Debbie Reynolds, but
that didn’t make it famous either.
In 1966, Hollywood auto custom-
izer George Barris needed to
create a car for an upcoming
television series. So he acquired
the Futura from Ford for $1 and
transformed it into the Batmobile.
It sold at auction in 2013 for $4.6
million! 

1956 Chrysler Norseman
This concept, styled under

Virgil Exner and crafted by Ghia
in Italy, became infamous when it
sank aboard the USS Andrea
Doria in July 1956 and has never
been recovered, like the ship

itself. The Norseman featured
cantilevered arches to support the
roof since it had no A-pillars, an
all-aluminum body, and a 12-
square-foot panel of glass roof
that powered back to expose all
seats to the sky. A 235-horsepow-
er 5.4-liter Hemi V-8 and Power-
Flite automatic transmission
moved it. It would have been a
star of the upcoming 1957 auto
show season, and some of its
styling cues — not the cantile-
vered roof — would be used on
future Chryslers.

1959 Cadillac Cyclone
One of the last cars designed

under Harley Earl, the low-slung
Cyclone sported sharp fins that
would debut on production Cad-
illacs in the ’60s. It looked ready
to jet down the interstate. A pre-
diction of today’s safety tech, twin
nose cones housed radar sensors
for the collision avoidance sys-
tem. Power sliding doors and a
silver-coated bubble top canopy
are enduring features. A throaty
V-8 engine and independent
suspension backed up the rocket-
age style.

1988 Chrysler-Lamborghini
Portofino

Created while Chrysler owned
Lamborghini, the Portofino de-
buted “cab-forward” styling to
increase passenger volume that
would soon hit production with
the Dodge Intrepid, Chrysler
Concorde and Eagle Vision se-

dans — cars that sold in the mil-
lions. Exotic Italian influence can
be seen in the four scissor-open-
ing doors, 225-horsepower mid-
engine Lamborghini V-8 and
five-speed manual transmission.
It featured an instrument pod
that adjusted with the steering
wheel.

2016 Hyundai Vision G
Hyundai used the Vision G,

which debuted at the 2016 Chi-
cago Auto Show, to preview the
Genesis luxury sub-brand. The
hexagonal grille, angry head-
lamps, deep side sculpting, and
formality of the rear roofline
resemble design elements of
current Genesis and Hyundai
models in the G70, G90, Santa Fe
and Palisade. Under the sculpted
hood is a 420-horsepower version
of the Genesis’ V-8. It’s pretty
sexy, but don’t look for a Genesis
two-door now.

2016 Buick Avista
Like the Y-Job many years

before, this elegant coupe fore-
shadowed production Buicks. Its
muscular fenders, mesh grille,
swooshy LED lamps and winged
logo have found a home in the
current Enclave and LaCrosse.
Curved swipe-screen controls
that extend to the console were
not quite ready for prime time.
Underhood is a 400-horsepower
twin-turbo V-6. Buick may never
get another flashy coupe, but
Avista’s spirit is evident in the

autos Buick delivers to show-
rooms. Proving concepts’ influ-
ence on production vehicles, the
similarly gorgeous Buick Avenir
concept, which debuted the year
before, developed into a luxury
trim line.

2016 Cadillac Escala
An evolution of Cadillac’s “Art

& Science” design themes, Escala
took a softer approach with flow-
ing fenders, fastback roofline,
chiseled hood, and the brand’s
V-Series mesh grille. Vertical
headlamps were replaced by thin
horizontal LED clusters, and rear
lamps add horizontal elements to
razor thin “fins.” The five-door
sedan is endowed with a 4.2-liter
twin-turbo V-8 that powers other
Cadillacs. Its look adorns the new
XT4 and XT6 crossovers plus
many Cadillacs to come.

2018 Infiniti Q Inspiration
Infiniti’s Q-ship foreshadows

the brand’s new design language
with gracefully curved body
panels, fastback roofline and
body-color grille that appears as a
solid form. The interior show-
cases floating infotainment
screens, birch wood trim and
door pockets lined with a materi-
al woven with silk and paper.
Nissan’s ProPILOT system en-
ables end-to-end autonomous
driving. A crossover concept
sporting similar themes just de-
buted at the recent Detroit Auto
Show.

AUTO SHOW GUIDE

Famed auto customizer George Barris poses with the original Batmobile, the vehicle that began its life as the

Lincoln Futura concept car. 
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Futuristic
cars paved
the way
Inspired yet impractical concept vehicles
of yesteryear leave lasting design legacy
By Casey Williams
Chicago Tribune

When the Chicago Auto Show
opens Saturday, the crowded
floors can get overwhelming. If
you’re visiting as an opportunity
to look for your next vehicle,
here’s a trick you can borrow
from the automakers to make the
experience more productive.

In any given brand’s show
display, there’s a chance that at
least a few of the models use the
same “base,” or modular platform,
which simplifies design and pro-
duction. According to Ed Kim,
Vice President of Industry Ana-
lytics at AutoPacific, modular
platforms are good news for car
shoppers.

“Because the automaker does
not have to create a vehicle’s
structure from the ground up
each time they develop a new
vehicle, this can greatly reduce
the amount of time it takes to
bring a vehicle from the initial
idea to the showroom floor,” said
Kim. “That means automakers
can bring new and exciting mod-
els to market more quickly, as
well as offering more varieties of
vehicles on the same basic plat-
form, giving the consumer more
choice.”

Below, you’ll find some new
and popular examples of vehicles
on shared platforms, in a variety
of categories. If you’re interested
in one of these models, it’s worth
checking out its sibling to see if
that might be a better fit for you.

Crossovers: Hyundai Kona and
Kia Niro

The 2017 Kia Niro debuted at
the 2016 Chicago Auto Show and
the Hyundai Kona launched the
following year. These affordable
subcompact crossovers are direct
competitors, yet are actually the
result of close collaboration since
their brands are owned by the
same parent company and are a
great example of how modular
platforms help provide more
choices to consumers.

If you’ve checked out the Kona
or Niro in the past, they’re worth
another look thanks to new
powertrain options. The Niro
launched as a traditional hybrid,
but in 2018, the plug-in hybrid
Niro was released. For 2019, the
Kona and Niro are both offered as
fully electric vehicles. Because the
Kona is available with a tradi-
tional gas powertrain, it can also
be configured with all-wheel
drive, which is not available with
the Niro. Furthermore, though
these vehicles have the same basic
profile, their styling can easily
play a role in your preference.

Pickup Trucks: Chevrolet Sil-
verado and GMC Sierra

The Silverado and Sierra are
two popular full-size pickups
from General Motors. Both have
been completely redesigned for
the 2019 model year and are well
worth your attention at the Chi-
cago Auto Show.

GM is one of the most prolific
and long-running examples of an
automaker using modular plat-
forms to successfully build out a
diverse lineup across several
distinct brands. The Silverado and
Sierra have more in common than
not, including pricing, powertrain
availability, performance, cargo
and passenger space, and features.

Why bother, you might ask? It’s

all about marketing. The Silve-
rado is one of Chevy’s best-selling
models and has plenty of main-
stream appeal, while the slightly
more upscale Sierra helps round
out GMC’s lineup of work-ori-
ented vehicles. Research shows
that truck buyers are more loyal
to a specific brand than shoppers
in any other category, and these
models both have dedicated fan-
bases.

Luxury Crossovers: Audi Q5
and Porsche Macan

Audi and Porsche, both owned
by Volkswagen, have taken pains
to ensure that these crossovers
serve their brands in distinctive
ways. It’s easy to see the similar-
ities from the outside, but behind
the wheel, the differences take
over. Audi takes a relaxed ap-
proach while Porsche emphasizes
performance. To that end, the Q5
is offered with two powertrains
that match the Macan’s lower
trims, though the latter versions
are slightly more potent. Porsche
bests Audi by offering up two
additional engines for an advan-
tage of nearly 100 horsepower.

Yet an interesting factor is that
this is a case in which Porsche
might not be as expensive as you
think. Neither of these vehicles
are cheap, but the Macan’s start-
ing price is only about $5,000

more than the Q5’s, with similar
specifications and features.
There’s a lot to consider, but this
decision will probably be driven
by emotion rather than practical-
ity.

Sports Cars: BMW ZR4 and
Toyota Supra

The Toyota Supra is one of the
most notable names in Japanese
sports car culture, so Toyota’s
decision to partner with BMW for
the Supra’s revival is certainly a
conversation starter. The 2019 Z4
Roadster was already on sale
when the 2020 Supra Coupe was
unveiled at the Detroit Auto
Show, and they’re both worth a
look in Chicago.

The Z4’s convertible top and
Supra’s fixed roof are the most
obvious differences, but far from
the only ones. These sports cars’
shared platform and engine tech-
nology yield different perform-
ance specs, and in terms of
styling, BMW goes for sophis-
ticated luxury while Toyota leans
a bit more flamboyant. These cars
are a great example of the varied
possibilities of modular platforms.

Large SUVs: Ford Expedition
and Lincoln Navigator

The Ford Expedition is a good
choice for a large SUV. The Lin-
coln Navigator is a good choice

for a large luxury SUV. Both were
just fully redesigned for 2018, and
both are worth a look on the
Chicago Auto Show floor. Ford
Motor Company owns the Lin-
coln brand and developed the
platform shared by these SUVs.
As the final example, here’s a little
exercise: Can you explain why the
Lincoln costs $20,000 more than
the Ford?

From a casual glance, almost
certainly no, but he spec sheets
help. The Navigator gets 450
horsepower, while the Expedition
starts at 375 and tops out at 400.
Lincoln includes leather uphol-
stery, a nicer infotainment system,
and more safety features, all of
which cost extra in the Ford. All
said and done, the top-tier Ex-
pedition costs more than the base
Navigator and comes up 50
horsepower short. Still, that base
price difference is tough to swal-
low when the Expedition is pretty
nice to begin with, and you can
buy a lot of upgrades for well
under 20 grand.

Few consumers need the Ex-
pedition’s capacity; even fewer
can justify the Navigator’s pre-
mium. But this extreme example
isn’t here to point out the ex-
cesses of extra-large SUVs.
Rather, it’s to illustrate what
automakers can do with modular
platforms.

Platform siblings: Max out your auto show time
By Cherise Threewitt
Chicago Tribune

The Kia Niro, left, has the same basic profile as the Hyundai Kona, right. These subcompact crossovers have new options worth looking into.

ROBERT DUFFER/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS
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PLAYING TO MARCH 3

“REMARKABLY CLOSE to the experience
of watching SIMONE LIVE”

–CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“AWE-INSPIRING. The women in this
play are MAGNIFICENT”

–CHICAGONOW.COM

“A TOUR DE FORCE turn”
–WTTW

“RICH, SOULFUL
and powerfully rendered”

–PICKSINSIX
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Restaurant reviews and profiles
from Tribune food critic Phil Vet-
tel, staff reporters and freelance
writers. Reviewers make every
effort to remain anonymous. Meals
are paid for by the Tribune.

Duck Duck Goat Reservations
stretch months in advance for a
shot at Stephanie Izard’s some-
times playful, always balanced
Chinese plates. Noodle dishes are
a must, and the Peking duck is
among the city’s best. Cocktails
are excellent, which is fortunate,
because you’ll have one or two if
you walk in without a reservation
(not a bad strategy). Open: Dinner
daily. Prices: Entrees $16-$58. 857
W. Fulton Market, 312-902-3825.
— Phil Vettel

Dutch and Doc’s Boka Group’s
Dutch and Doc’s, located next
door to Wrigleyville’s Hotel Zach-
ary, offers incomparable views of
Wrigley Field’s iconic marquee, a
postcard-worthy vista. Though
there are plenty of TV screens, it
would be wrong to characterize
the neighborhood grill as a sports
bar. Chef Chris Pandel’s menu
offers light bites, sandwiches and
shareable snacks, bolstered by
chef-y entrees and steaks. Note-
perfect classic Buffalo-style
chicken wings, sticky pork ribs
with pho-inspired spices, and the
pappardelle with beef-pork sugo
are keepers. As good as the steaks
are, I’d point you to the pork chop
sliced over wilted greens. Lunch
and dinner daily; brunch Sat-
urday-Sunday. Prices: Entrees
$15-$32; steaks $34-$60. 3600 N.
Clark St., 773-360-0207. — Phil
Vettel

Eden Husband-wife Devon
Quinn and Jodi Fyfe carved a
pretty double dining room from
the headquarters of their catering
company, where Quinn churns
out a Mediterranean menu. The
seafood and pasta are the best
dishes, and Quinn’s umami
doughnuts, stuffed with pork or
mushroom miso, are a must-order
starter. Open: Dinner Tuesday-
Sunday, brunch Sunday. Prices:
Pastas and entrees $18-$38. 1748

W. Lake St., 312-366-2294. — Phil
Vettel

El Che Bar The sequel to John
Manion’s La Sirena Clandestina is
even better than the first. An open
hearth is the visual and culinary
focal point, from which come an
array of grilled and roasted pro-
teins, including superb steaks and
surprises such as grilled oysters
and fried cheese. Alexis Chabert’s
wine list has an apt, New World
focus. Open: Dinner daily. Prices:
Main courses $14-$45. 845 W.
Washington Blvd., 312-265-1130. —
Phil Vettel

Ema At this bright, summery
spot, chef CJ Jacobson applies his
veggie-focused California style to
Mediterranean dishes. Use pieces
of naan-like bread to scoop up
hummus (especially the version
with lamb ragu), then move on to
such dishes as baked halloumi
with stonefruit. Open: Dinner
daily; lunch Monday-Friday.
Prices: Entrees $17-$25. 74 W.
Illinois St., 312-527-5586. — Phil
Vettel

Etta Picking up from the hearth-
grilled steaks at executive chef
Danny Grant’s Maple & Ash, his
latest project, Etta, excels in
flame-kissed cooking. We begin
with the Pig Picnic, a shared
entree of tender pork shoulder
and crisped pork belly that per-
fectly embodies Grant’s simple,
flavor-forward ethos. Pizza
preparations are impressive, and
pastas range from the marvel-
ously complex mafaldine with
manila clams, king crab meat and
’nduja butter to the beautiful-in-
its-simplicity bucatini cacio e
pepe. For more substantial dishes,
you’ll find fork-tender lamb and
lightly smoky wood-roasted
chicken. As she does at Maple &
Ash, Aya Fukai handles the pastry
work, and does so brilliantly.
Dinner daily, brunch Saturday-
Sunday. Prices: Pastas and entrees
$14-$39. 1840 W. North Ave., 312-
757-4444. — Phil Vettel

Everest For 30 years, chef/part-
ner Jean Joho has kept his food at

the same lofty level as his 40th-
floor dining room in One Finan-
cial Place. You won’t find 23-
course tasting menus here, but
you will find a well-managed
six-course degustation ($165) of
exquisite balance and substantial
portion (no two-bite courses
here, excepting the trio of “les
preludes” that get the meal off to
a lovely start). There are three-
and four-course prix-fixe options
($98 and $130) as well, and an
impressive wine list highlighted
by a selection of bottles from
Joho’s native Alsace. Open: Din-
ner Tuesday-Saturday. 440 S.
LaSalle St., 312-663-8920. — Phil
Vettel

fourteensixteen Though it’s a
bit checklist-y in its decor (re-
claimed wood, weathered brick,
Edison bulbs) and scattershot on
its menu, there’s much to like

about this restaurant. The rooftop
bar is an attractive feature. Open:
Dinner daily. Prices: Entrees
$14-$36. 14 W. Calendar Ave., La
Grange, 708-469-7896. — Phil
Vettel

Free Rein Free Rein is the
Where’s Waldo of Chicago
restaurants, hiding behind a wall
of shaded glass on Michigan
Avenue. The menu features a few
nods to chef Aaron Lirette’s for-
mer GreenRiver, including the
grilled chicken oysters. There are
seafood towers sized for two, four
or six — pricey, naturally, but in
line with what steakhouses
charge. Breakfast includes grab-
and-go pastry options by ex-
Sixteen’s Evan Sheridan, who also
helms the dessert menu. Break-
fast, lunch, dinner daily. Prices:
Entrees $35-$38. 224 N. Michigan
Ave., 312-334-6700. — Phil Vettel

Funkenhausen Chicago doesn't
have a ton of Southern restau-
rants and barely any German
ones; Funkenhausen attempts to
check both boxes. Purists of these
styles of cooking are unlikely to
be satisfied with this mashup, but
for the rest of us, there’s much to
admire. The dining room gives off
a German beer-hall vibe, albeit
one that’s warmer and less noisy
than you’d expect. Entrees in-
clude The Whole Mess of
Chicken — sort of a pan-roasted
Southern chicken on an Alsatian
vacation. Indeed, the must-have
dish here is the Piggy Plate, a
charcuterie and pickled vegetable
assortment that arrives on a pig-
shaped slate slab. The selection
varies from week to week, but
expect a German-Southern blend
of pork tongue, bratwurst and
sausages with pickled okra,
bread-and-butter pickles and,
perhaps, some rib tips. Dinner
daily; brunch Saturday-Sunday.
Small plates $6-$15, main courses
$24-$27. 1709 W. Chicago Ave.,
312-929-4727. — Phil Vettel 

George Trois This five-table
dining room nestled within
Restaurant Michael in Winnetka
is old-school in the historic sense:
Chef Michael Lachowicz studied
under some of the greatest mas-
ters of French cuisine, including
Pierre Orsi and the late Paul Bo-
cuse and Jean Banchet. Open:
Dinner Thursday-Sunday. Prices:
Nine-course $190. 64 Green Bay
Road, Winnetka, 847-562-6105,
reservations through www.tocktix
.com. — Phil Vettel

Giant Jason Vincent (ex-Night-
wood) is operating an eclectic
44-seater with co-chef Ben Lust-
bader and partner Josh Perlman
(beverage honcho). The only
common element in a menu that
embraces sweet-and-sour egg-
plant and pecan-smoked ribs is
that everything’s delicious. The
dining room is cheerfully noisy
and unpretentious. Open: Dinner
Tuesday-Saturday. Prices: Main
courses $16-$19. 3209 W. Armi-
tage Ave., 773-252-0997. — Phil
Vettel

WHERE TO EAT NOW

WEEKEND DINING

Chicago Vegan Test Kitchen will
celebrate next week’s Hallmark
holiday (aka Valentine’s Day) this
weekend with its Love Yo’ Self
Valentine’s Market, a free food
festival featuring a lineup of more
than a dozen conscious, vegan-
friendly chefs from Chicago serv-
ing up vegan food and drink.
Along with belly-friendly treats, a
lineup of nearly 20 local vendors
will sell cruelty-free goods, in-
cluding beauty and wellness
products. Food and drink items
are all available a la carte. 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday. Thalia Hall,
1807 S. Allport St. Free entry.
Details: facebook.com/
ChicagoVeganTestKitchen.

Autumn may be the season for
hot cider, but a crisp, cold, boozy
cider never hurt anyone at any
time of year. Find something to
suit your mood during the sev-
enth annual Chicago Cider Sum-
mit this weekend. The festival,
which runs in two sessions, fea-
tures more than 150 different
ciders, cider-based cocktails and
apple-flavored spirits from more
than 50 cideries and distilleries,
including locals Northman, Eris
and Mesh & Bone. Tickets in-
clude a souvenir tasting glass, 16
tasting tickets (2 ounces each)
and a $1 donation to Heartland
Alliance; VIP tickets offer 1-hour
early entry, four additional drink
tickets and a $2 donation. Noon to
3 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday.
Aon Grand Ballroom at Navy Pier,
840 E. Grand Ave. $40, $50 VIP.
cidersummitnw.com

— Adam Lukach

EAT

Eris Brewery and Cider House
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DRINK

Elske Danish is more a state of mind than of menu at David and Anna
Posey’s West Loop restaurant, named for the Danish word for “love”
and as warm as a lingering hug. Choose the tasting menu, featuring
duck liver tart, above, or order a la carte. Save room for Anna Posey’s
desserts and prepare to be wowed. Open: Dinner Wednesday-Sunday.
Prices: Tasting menu $90; a la carte dishes $15-$25. 1350 W. Randolph
St., 312-733-1314. — Phil Vettel

TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Young American opened last week in
Logan Square, transforming the former
Johnny’s Grill and Mezcaleria Las Flores
spaces.

Ghosts of the long-gone greasy spoon
diner and relatively recently revamped
mezcal cocktail bar, respectively, have been
exorcised. In their disjointed place, you’ll
find a beautifully patinated room, a halo of
light hovering over the bar, which spans
nearly wall-to-wall, and a thoughtful menu
that includes goth bread ($11), CBD drinks
and more.

In lieu of a glossary, Nick Jirasek, director
of food, and Julia McKinley, beverage direc-
tor, explained.

“Young American is a neighborhood bar
and kitchen with punchy snacks and small
plates served late into the night,” said Ji-
rasek by phone. He is also chef at Ludlow
Liquors, nearby in the Avondale neighbor-
hood.

But what are punchy snacks?
“It’s a way for us to describe the cre-

ativity, as well as the flavor,” said Jirasek.
“We were trying to come up with a word
that’s not ‘big flavors.’ ”

McKinley, previously at Three Dots and a
Dash, as well as Lost Lake, added, “Punchy,
to me, is just as much surprising as it is

flavorful.”
Like that goth bread.
Said Jirasek, “It’s visually striking with

black notes and dark intonations, but at the
same time, it’s really playful.”

So playful that while it looks like some-
thing off a serious modernist menu, it tastes
like pizza bread.

While CBD drinks — so named for

cannabidiol, the nonintoxicating cannabis
compound — have captured our collective
attention, McKinley recommends trying one
of her favorite cocktails on your first visit.

“The Hey High Hello ($13) represents the
ethos of this beverage program,” she said.
The cocktail includes Spanish fino sherry,
the French fortified wine Pineau des Char-
entes, Japanese gin and a little bit of a bitter
lemon tonic.

“While I definitely have some full-proof
cocktails that are a little boozier, a lot of
these cocktails are based on the reversal of
the traditional cocktail structure,” she added.
“To break it down less technically, they tend
to be a little bit lighter in alcohol and pleas-
ant to drink while being complex.”

You can add CDB ($3) to any alcohol-free
drink.

“There is no psychoactive effect,” said
McKinley. “For those of our guests that
aren’t interested in drinking alcohol, this is a
relaxation alternative.”

The bar and kitchen will be open 4 p.m. to
2 a.m. Sunday to Friday, and to 3 a.m. Sat-
urday. Food service will end at 11 p.m. or
midnight.

2545 N. Kedzie Ave., no phone,
youngamericanbar.com

lchu@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @louisachu

JUST OPENED

Young American’s playful goth bread tastes like pizza with a modernist vibe. The bar and kitchen space opened last week in Logan Square.

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Cerebral cocktails and goth bread

The No New Friends cocktail 

By Louisa Chu
Chicago Tribune
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Friday
“Pipeline”: A public

high school teacher is
committed to her students
but desperate to give her
son opportunities.
Through March 3 at Vic-
tory Gardens Theater, 2433
N. Lincoln Ave.; 773-871-
3000 and www.victory
gardens.org

Saturday
“Dead Man’s Cell

Phone”: A ringing cell
phone in a quiet cafe kicks
off a comedy about how
we memorialize the dead.
Through March 10 at the
Greenhouse Theater Center
2257 N. Lincoln Ave.; 773-
404-7336 and www.
the-comrades.com

Sunday
“The Golden Girls:

The Lost Episodes Val-
entine’s Day Edition”:
Through March 10 at Stage
773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave.;
www.handbag
productions.org

Tuesday
“A Doll’s House, Part

2”: As a door slams in 1879
Norway, a young wife and
mother leaves behind her
family. Now, 15 years later,
that same door opens.
Through March 17 at Step-
penwolf Theatre,1650 N.
Halsted St.; www.steppen
wolf.org

Thursday
“Ma Rainey’s Black

Bottom”: Tensions rise
between the members of a
blues band and the owners
of the recording studio.
Through March 17 at Writ-
ers Theatre, 325 Tudor Ct.,
Glencoe; 847-242-6000 and
www.writerstheatre.org

OPENING
NIGHTS

When the next big artis-
tic job opens up in Chicago
theater, I’ve got a name for
the recruiters: Vanessa
Stalling.

In show after show,
Stalling keeps making the
case that her directing
work is in a class of its own
in this city. To wit:
Stalling’s latest production,
“Photograph 51” at Court
Theatre, which from a
directing point of view
really is an extraordinary
artistic achievement. For-
tunately for fans of smart
Chicago theater, the show
now has been extended
through Feb. 23. 

A useful question to ask
when thinking about di-
rection in the theater is,
how would this show have
been had someone else
been in charge? In the case
of this piece — not to men-
tion “The Wolves” at the
Goodman Theatre and “A
Shayna Maidel” at Time-
Line Theatre last season,
or “United Flight 232” at
the House Theatre of
Chicago the year before
that — I think the answer
is pretty simple. 

Nowhere near as good.
Would someone else

have thought of casting
Chaon Cross, an actress
whose entire body of work
consists of roles com-
pletely different from the
scientist Rosalind Franklin,
whom she plays here?
Would they have found
Nathan Hosner to play the
show’s antagonist, Mau-
rice Wilkins, thus ensuring
that the piece would have
some balance and compas-
sion without compromis-
ing its determination to
show just how poorly the
scientific research estab-
lishment on both sides of
the Atlantic served wom-
en, for at least two-thirds
of the 20th century?

Sure, there are casting

and artistic directors to
help. And maybe another
director would have made
the same choices. But
there’s more to like about
this piece of work, not the
least of which is its thrilling
pacing and the integration
of Stalling’s clear-eyed
vision for the piece with
the design work of Arnel
Sancianco, whose set is, as
one reader wrote to me, “a
brilliant visual metaphor
for the multi-tiered levels
of our prison-like confine-
ment by life itself.” 

Some directors are han-
ded plays that basically
direct themselves. But none
of these recent Stalling
successes have been in that
category. Based on a work
of narrative nonfiction,
“United Flight 232” needed

a lot of help as a dramatic
work; “A Shayna Maidel”
had to be reignited for the
current era. All of these
shows truly have been
auteur-like productions.

Stalling now lives much
of the time in Southern
California, where she
recently got a job teaching
direction at the University
of California, San Diego.
But she has a long history
in Chicago theater. For
years, she was an artistic
associate at the now de-
funct Redmoon Theater. 

But by 2016, she had
become a directing fellow
at the Goodman Theatre,
an institution that is, I am
told, very eager to work
with her again. No surprise
there. “The Wolves” was a
fabulous piece of direction

and like “Photograph 51,” a
big, fat hit. I only wish
Stalling were here full
time. Her name on a show
is starting to mean a great
deal. And, frankly, you can
learn a lot about a director
from the work she chooses
to do.

This town might suffer
from the occasional polar
vortex, which is not ex-
actly a fact of life in San
Diego. But let’s hope
Stalling appreciates work-
ing at a theater like Court,
a place with an audience
that craves heady work.
Since I reviewed “Photo-
graph 51” in the Tribune,
I’ve had numerous notes
from readers, many of
them from theater-loving
scientists, even more of
them from Chicagoans

who know something of
the race for the secrets of
DNA, and who appreciated
the sophistication that
Stalling’s production
brought to a debate with
many connections to the
University of Chicago.

That level of audience
engagement with serious
theater — without stars or
gimmicks but with an
abidance of ideas — is not
found in many other cities.

It’s up to Chicago’s
theater community to find
Stalling some challenging
creative opportunities.
Ideally, she’d never have to
leave town again.

Chris Jones is a Tribune
critic.

cjones5@chicagotribune.com

Stalling is ready for the big time

Director Vanessa Stalling talks to the cast of “The Wolves,” who are going through soccer training for the play.
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“Blue Man Group” 
★★★

1⁄2

“Blue Man Group” has
been playing at Briar Street
since 1997, a remarkable run
of 20-plus years. Open run
at the Briar Street Theatre,
3133 N. Halsted St.; $49-$69
at www.ticketmaster.com

“Gaslight District” ★★★

The best work in the Sec-
ond City e.t.c. Stage revue
“Gaslight District” engages
at an equal level with the
paying customers in the
seats. For example, Jasbir
Singh Vazquez plays a guy
who shows up at U.S. Im-
migration and Customs
Enforcement, requesting
his own deportation. Open
run on the Second City e.t.c.
Stage, 1608 N. Wells St. in
Piper’s Alley; $21-$48 at
www.secondcity.com

“A Gentleman’s Guide 
to Love and Murder”
★★★

Matt Crowle plays a multi-
tude of comedic roles in the
lively new Porchlight Mu-
sic Theatre production of
this recent Broadway musi-
cal about an enterprising
young man named Monty
(Andres Enriquez) who
finds himself in line to an
aristocratic fortune and sets
about murdering everyone
else in the line of succes-
sion. All of those eight
victims are played by
Crowle, who is every bit as
talented as the star in New
York. And “Gentleman’s
Guide” would not have so
many fans were it not for
the melodious wit of the
score by Robert L. Freed-
man and Steven Lutvak.
Through March 16 at the
Ruth Page Center for the
Arts, 1016 N. Dearborn St.;
$39-$66 at www.porchlight
musictheatre.org 

“Hamilton” ★★★★

This heartland “Hamilton”
is more in touch with the
fundamental scrappiness of
the early years of a rebel
colony turned into a spec-
tacular democratic experi-
ment. Open run at CIBC
Theatre, 18 W. Monroe St.;
$65-$400 at www.broadway
inchicago.com

“How to Catch Creation”
★★★

The ambition inherent in
Christina Anderson’s heady
play at the Goodman Thea-
tre is right there in its title:
“How to Catch Creation.”
That’s quite a challenge.
We’re in the realm of Afri-
can-American intellectuals
and artists from San Fran-
cisco, and, in this telling,
having a child is the very
essence of creativity, and so
is falling in love. You have
to look hard for what the
play really wants to say. It
certainly works as a cele-
bration of creativity, and I
found its depictions of
what we all have to go
through to be frequently
moving, especially given
the quality of some of the
actors in this production.
Through Feb. 24 at the
Goodman Theatre, 170 N.
Dearborn St.; $20-$70 at
312-443-3800 and www.
goodmantheatre.org

“Nina Simone: Four 
Women” ★★★

“Nina Simone: Four Wom-
en” is about the singer early
in her career and is set at
the 16th Street Baptist
Church in Alabama in the
aftermath of a 1963 bomb-
ing that killed four chil-
dren. It’s now at the North-
light Theatre in Skokie
with the formidable Chi-
cago actress Sydney
Charles in the title role.
Simone released an album
in response to that atrocity
— Charles is naturally in-
timidating and goes right to
where Simone would have
been in that moment.
Through April 20 at North-
light Theatre at the North
Shore Center for the Per-
forming Arts, 9501 Skokie
Blvd., Skokie; $30-$88;
847-673-6300 and www.
northlight.org 

“Noises Off” ★★★

Now 37 years old, Michael
Frayn’s “Noises Off” is not
only one of the funniest
English-language farces of
the 20th century but far
and away the best comedy
ever written about the
perils of putting on a show.
In the first act, you watch

the dress rehearsal of a
dreary bedroom farce. In
Act Two, you watch part of
a performance from a back-
stage perspective, only by
now the fragile relation-
ships between cast mem-
bers has deteriorated. By
Act Three, it’s an all-out
war. At the inventive
Windy City Playhouse, the
audience actually heads to
different seats backstage.
Through March 31 at Windy
City Playhouse, 3014 W.
Irving Park Road; $45-$85
at 773-891-8985 or www.
windycityplayhouse.com

“Photograph 51” ★★★★

In playwright Anna Zieg-
ler’s terrific new play at
Court Theatre, hypothesiz-
ing is a whole lot sexier
than offering proof. Specu-
lators get all the spoils but
the unsung souls testing the
evidence are the only peo-
ple who can save us from
ourselves. “Photograph 51,”
which is directed at Court
by the talented Vanessa
Stalling, is about the search

in the early 1950s for the
double-helical structure of
DNA. The first model was
built by the British-Ameri-
can team of James Watson
and Francis Crick, but this
play is all about another
scientist, Rosalind Franklin,
who worked in Wilkins’ lab
at Kings College, London,
and according to Ziegler’s
play was the true brains
behind this race and yet lost
out on most of the glory
because she was a woman.
It’s a role that has allowed
the actress Chaon Cross to
do the best work of her
career. Through Feb. 23 at
Court Theatre, 5535 S. Ellis
Ave.; $50-74 at 773-753-4472
or www.courttheatre.org

“The Realistic Joneses”
★★★

Everyone is named Jones in
Will Eno’s “The Realistic
Joneses,” which is now
enjoying a Chicago pre-
miere with a hefty dose of
Chicago acting talent in a
co-production between
Shattered Globe Theatre

and Theater Wit. In es-
sence, “Realistic Joneses” is
a portrait of two stages of a
marriage. The older couple,
played by Linda Reiter and
H.B. Ward, are in that twi-
light zone between middle
and old age, still working
for a living but also staring
emptiness in the face.
Through March 9 at Theater
Wit, 1229 W. Belmont Ave.;
$24-$74 at 773-975-8150 or
www.shatteredglobe.org

“Red Rex” ★★★
1⁄2

Chicago playwright Ike
Holter’s “Red Rex” is the
dynamic sixth entry in his
Rightlynd Cycle of seven
plays about a fictional Chi-
cago ward undergoing
gentrification. As the story
of a fictional Chicago thea-
ter, it surely is the most
self-critical show the Chi-
cago storefront movement
ever has produced. “Red
Rex” is premiering at Steep
Theatre under the simpati-
co direction of Jonathan
Berry and is a riveting
show, especially once we

meet Trevor, an emissary
from the neighborhood
played by Debo Balogun.
Truth is Holter’s strength
and in Balogun, Holter has
an interpreter. Through
March 2 at Steep Theatre,
1115 W. Berwyn Ave.; $27-$38
at 773-649-3186 or www.
steeptheatre.com

“Small Jokes About 
Monsters” ★★★

“Small Jokes About Mon-
sters,” a new play by the
Chicago-based actor-writer
Steven Strafford now at the
small 16th Street Theater in
Berwyn, is a sweet-and-
sour meditation on
whether or not it’s healthy
to laugh at really terrible
things. For the first half
hour, you feel like you are
getting the most conven-
tional of family dramas,
involving three very differ-
ent brothers (played by
Esteban Andres Cruz, Eric
Slater and Christopher
Wayland Jones), gathered
in a rented room for their
father’s funeral, drinking,
airing their fraternal differ-
ences. But the play’s explo-
ration of its title (the mon-
sters here involve abuse,
not dinosaurs) pushes
plenty of boundaries.
Through Feb. 16 at 16th
Street Theater, 6420 16th St.,
Berwyn; $18-$22 at 708-795-
6704 or www.16thstreet
theater.org

“The Woman in Black”
★★★

1⁄2

“The Woman in Black,”
now at the Royal George
Theatre, is an old-school
gothic ghost story, adapted
by Stephen Mallatratt from
the novel by Susan Hill
about a young lawyer sent
to a remote English house
to deal with a dead wom-
an’s affairs. Director Robin
Herford’s 1987 production
was such a hit that it moved
to London’s West End,
where it plays to this day.
Chicago’s show is actually
directed by Herford, star-
ring Adam Wesley Brown
and Bradley Armacost.
With low levels of lighting,
amplified sound effects and
no digital trickery, this is
most certainly the scariest
show in town. Through Feb.
17 at the Royal George Thea-
tre, 1641 N. Halsted St.; $49-
$69 at 312-988-9000 or
theroyalgeorgetheatre.com

CHRIS JONES
RECOMMENDS

“Junk” ★★★
1⁄2

Ayad Akhtar’s “Junk,” an exciting play about Wall Street takeovers and the human
costs, is now at Milwaukee Rep, where is has been rewritten from Broadway and
restaged in the playwright’s hometown. It’s a completely different experience than
watching it at New York’s Lincoln Center in 2017. Nobody laughs at the audacity of
financiers with lines like “debt signifies new beginnings.” Director Mark Clements’
22-actor production is one of the biggest shows this theater has ever produced.
“Junk” was always edgy; it now feels more morally centered. Through Feb. 17 at
Milwaukee Repertory Theater, 108 E. Wells St., Milwaukee; $20-$65 at 414-224-9490
or www.milwaukeerep.com

DiMonte Henning, Jonathan Wainwright and Dominic Comperatore in “Junk.”

MICHAEL BROSILOW PHOTO

HOT TICKET

THE THEATER LOOP
By Chris Jones
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CourtTheatre.org

(773) 753-4472

5535 S ELLIS AVE IN HYDE PARK

FREE PARKING GARAGE NEXT DOOR

GROUP AND STUDENT DISCOUNTS

by ANNA ZIEGLER

directed by VANESSA STALLING

with CHAON CROSS as ROSALIND FRANKLIN

Sponsored by

PHOTOGRAPH 51

“Fascinating ... there is no better 90 minutes in town.”

–Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune

EXTENDED THROUGH FEB 23!
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nown amongst the cognoscenti as the 4DSC (4-door

sports car), the Maxima is closing in on its 40th

birthday. It earned that nickname back in 1989, when

the third-generation

version was one of the

best looking and best

handling cars of its day.

After that, the Maxima

lost its way, and the

Altima’s increasing

size made it harder to

position the 4DSC atop the Nissan sedan lineup.

Today, the Maxima’s dramatic styling, legendary 3.5-liter

V6 engine, and relative rarity make it appealing to people who

can afford more than an Altima but don’t want an Infiniti

Q50. For 2019, Nissan upgrades the Maxima, but in spite of

the automaker’s commitment to sedans, once this nameplate

hits middle age, retirement might be advisable if Nissan can’t

find a way to reinvent its 4DSC.

Minor changes make a big difference
So, what’s changed for 2019? Check out the grille, the

headlights and taillights, the front and rear bumpers, and

the wheel designs. Those are different, and they make a

difference. I wasn’t cool with the most recent Maxima

redesign, but these changes make the car more appealing. Oh,

and you can get a new orange paint job called Sunset Drift

Chromaflair. Fancy!

Inside, Nissan says it has upgraded the cabin materials for

most trim levels. The sport-tuned Maxima SR gains a new

black interior with subtle orange accents, while the Maxima

Platinum can be optioned with a Platinum Reserve package

containing the same Rakuda Tan semi-aniline leather found in

the GT-R sports car, rendered in a diamond quilted pattern.

On the technology front, Nissan adds new standard

features including automatic emergency braking, a driver

attention monitoring system, traffic sign recognition

technology, a USB-C quick charging port, and Rear Door

Alert. That last item is designed to remind a driver that

someone or something important might still be in the back

seat, so check before locking up and walking away.

Nissan upgrades the NissanConnect infotainment system

for 2019, adding Google Assistant integration to the already

available Amazon Alexa setup. The system’s software can

be updated over-the-air via Wi-Fi, and the navigation system

includes a new “door-to-door” function that guides you to

your destination even if you’ve had to park some distance

away.

Nissan is also promoting its Safety Shield 360 suite of

driver assistance and collision avoidance systems, which

pair the blind spot monitoring and rear cross-traffic alert

technologies previously available for the Maxima with

pedestrian detection, rear automatic braking, lane departure

warning and intervention, and automatic high-beam assist.

My Maxima Platinum Reserve’s front seats had the new

semi-aniline leather, as well as heating, ventilation, and all the

range of adjustment necessary to get comfortable behind the

flat-bottom steering wheel.

The driving position is decidedly sporty, and the cabin

clearly caters to the person sitting in the left front seat.

Materials are mostly high in quality, though I concede that

perhaps this isn’t an accurate observation across all versions

of the car.

Rear seat passengers benefit from proper support and

good legroom, but foot space is limited beneath the front

chairs. Behind the 60/40-split folding rear seat, a 14.3 cu.-ft.

trunk is ready for luggage.

Straight-line power impresses, the front wheels tugging

from side to side as they combat the effects of torque

steer. Steering effort levels are heavy, but this is a desirable

characteristic in a sport sedan. It works well in corners and

curves, making it easy to place the car for apex clipping. The

brakes are responsive and easy to modulate, too.

It is a quick, comfortable, and flamboyant automobile, a

car designed to specific tastes and preferences in a market

where consumers increasingly choose SUVs and trucks.

—Christian Wardlaw, New York Daily News

© 2019 Tribune Content Agency

Quick, comfy, flamboyant:
updated ‘19 NissanMaxima

AUTOMART
&CLASSIFIEDS

INSIDE:
Pets & Stuff
Garage Sales

To advertise, visit
chicagotribune.com

or call
312-222-2222

Monday–Friday

39,997
PER MO. | 48 MOS.^

$
199

$
3

Wrangler 1500

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

NEW 2019 RAM

LARAMIE

CREW CAB 4X4

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

NEW 2018 JEEP

UNLIMITED

SPORT S 4X4

#1 Jeep Dealer in the Midwest!
~

Text us to schedule your Test Drive 847.696.8098

X4

#190198 MSRP: $51,125† Sale Price:#182617 MSRP: $38,025† Lease:

0%
FINANCING
X60 MOS.!*

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9am-9pm • SAT 9am-8pm

208W.Golf Road • SCHAUMBURG

847.383.0432
ZeiglerCDJR.com

ZeiglerCDJR.com

Prices/Payments plus tax, title, license and doc. fee to qualified buyers. ^Lease months/amount due at signing/miles per year plus tax, title, license & doc. fee on select models. ‘19 Wrangler 48 mo./$4,999/10K US Bank. +MSRP may not be at the price at
which the vehicle is sold in the trade area. Sale price includes all rebates and incentives. Price off MSRP includes all rebates and incentives. Buyers must finance through Chrysler Credit Corp. *0% APR figured at $16.67 (60 months) per $1000 financed to
qualified buyers. Dealer sponsored buy downs on select vehicles. ~FCA Midwest Rank Retail Sale Report November 2018. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not depict actual sale vehicle. While great effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the information on this site, errors do occur so please verify information with a customer service rep or by visiting the dealership. Offers may change per manufacturers. See dealer for complete details on all offers. Offers valid days from publication.
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ACE Roofing Specializing in all types of roofing,
emergency repair,mason brick work,tech 
pointing. All Work Guaranteed, Senior Discount
Available.  Call 847-571-2670

HOUSEHOLD &
HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES

BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI 228-432-8782
CIGAR AND TOBACCO BUSINESS
Established 1965, retiring after 48 years, Great
area, 14 nearby casinos, average of 73 degrees, 
long time established clientele, mail order 
business. $250K + inventory. 228-432-8782

BUSINESSES
FOR SALE

LOST: LADIES’ GOLD MESH BRACELET With
emerald barrells. Full market value reward!
Near Loews Hotel. 205-531-2464

LOST & FOUND

Maltese 260-723-4436
Indiana 1050.00 AKC Maltese
AKC Maltese puppies.

German Shepherd 708 705 2315
Alsip $700 Female
Happy and Healthy Puppies!  8 weeks old.
Comes with shots records and Purebred
Registry.

German Shepherd 260-499-3183 ext 2
La Grange $400 4 females
AKC Eligible, Born November 11th, Imported
Blood Line. Cute and Playful. 

Chihuahua 312-468-0158
Chicago $200 M & F
Pups 4 months Shots & Vacs.  call for more info

DOGS

Bears PSL Marketplace Buy/Sell PSLs &
Tickets! PSLsource.com - 800-252-8055

STUFF FOR SALE

We Want Your Old Car; We pay $100-$500
CASH Contact Rod 773-930-7112

WE BUY COMIC BOOKS!
Top Prices Paid Will Come To You

ComicBuyingCenter.com
1-888-88-COMIC

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.

*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

WANTED Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Also Marx
Playsets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Call Gary: 708-522-3400

Looking to Buy An Old Foreign Project Car
In any condition. Running or not. Porsche,
Jaguar, Mercedes, Rolls-Royce, Ferrari &
much more. Fast & easy transaction. Cash
on the spot! If you have any of these or any
other old foreign cars sitting around please
call me at 703-832-2202

Freon Certified professional pays CA$H for
R12. RefrigerantFinders.com 312-291-9169

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS, COIN OPERATED GAMES, COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!

Dennis 630-319-2331

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz &
Blues. Also vintage baseball cards!

847-343-1628

BUYING old whiskey/bourbon/rye!  Looking 
for full/sealed vintage bottles and decanters. 
PAYING TOP DOLLAR!!  773-263-5320

ALL WAR SOUVENIRS NEEDED CIVIL WAR,
WWI & WWII--US, GERMAN ,JAPANESE..
SAMURAI SWORDS, HELMETS, DAGGERS.
PLUS ALL ESTATES,COLLECTIONS,
COLLECTIBLES.TOP CASH-I COME TO YOU.
www.warsouvenirs.com 847-438-3191

ACE Roofing Specializing in all types
of roofing, emergency repair, All Work
Guaranteed, Senior Discount Available. Call
847-571-2670

- Motorcycles Wanted! Cash Paid! All Makes!
Will Pick Up. Reasonable. 630-660-0571

***** BUYING and SELLING!! *****
*** Coins, Currency, Gold & Silver! ***
Over 50 years in business. Visit our Store

STUFF WANTED

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD 

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
London Mcintosh 

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Lateria Hawkins 
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 17JA00786

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Unknown (Father), 
respondents, and to All Whom It May 
Concern, that on August 11, 2017, a 
petition was filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act by KIM FOXX in this court and that in the 
courtroom of Judge Nicholas Geanopoulos 
in the Cook County Juvenile Court Building, 
1100 So. Hamilton Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
ON 03/05/2019,at 10:30 AM  in CALENDAR 
17 COURTROOM K, or as soon thereafter 
as this case may be heard, an adjudicatory 
hearing will be held upon the petition to 
have the minor declared to be a ward of the 
court and for other relief under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO 
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled 
to further written notices or publication 
notices of the proceedings in this case, 
including the filing of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand 
admitted as against you and each of you, 
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
February 8, 2019

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT CHILD

PROTECTION DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Antaniyah Kiera Nazia Monae’Powell
AKA Baby Girl Hawkins AKA Antaniyah 
Kiena Nazia Monae Powell AKA Anthina
Powell

MINOR(S) CHILD(REN) OF Lateria Hawkins 
(Mother)

JUVENILE NO.: 18JA00122

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Antar Powell 
aka Rahiem Powell aka Powell, Antar 
(Father), Unknown (Father), respondents,
and to All Whom It May Concern, that on 
February 5, 2018, a petition was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act by KIM FOXX in this
court and that in the courtroom of Judge 
Nicholas Geanopoulos  in the Cook County
Juvenile Court Building, 1100 So. Hamilton 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, ON 03/05/2019,at
10:30 AM  in CALENDAR 17 COURTROOM K, 
or as soon thereafter as this case may be 
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held 
upon the petition to have the minor declared 
to be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act.

THE COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS 
CASE TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY 
AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR, TO
TERMINATE YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION. YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF 
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO CONSENT 
TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.

UNLESS YOU appear, you will not be entitled
to further written notices or publication
notices of the proceedings in this case,
including the filing of an amended petition
or a motion to terminate parental rights.

UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause against the petition, the 
allegations of the petition may stand
admitted as against you and each of you,
and an order or judgment entered.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
February 8, 2019

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

Chicago 2,9,10
6255 W School St 10am-3pm
Vintage Mid Century
www.sassiesestatesales.com

CONDUCTED
HOUSE SALES

TV/INTERNET Spectrum Triple Play! TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited
Voice. Call 1-855-383-6517

TV/INTERNET DIRECTV & AT&T. 155 Channels
& 1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT Package.) AT&T Internet 99 Percent
Reliability. Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries
w/AT&T Wireless. Call 4 FREE Quote- 1-855-
296-3294

Rescheduled Trustees’ Meeting for the
ATU Local 900 Pension Plan Due to severe
weather, the trustees’ meeting for the ATU
Local 900 Pension Plan scheduled for January
30, 2019 has been rescheduled for February
26, 2019 at 10 AM. The meeting will be held
in the 8th Floor Meeting Room at 547 W.
Jackson Blvd., Chicago IL, 60661. You may
contact the Fund’s legal counsel at (312)
372-1361.

LEGAL SERVICES NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a
FREE referral to an attorney! Call the Illinois
State Bar Association Illinois Lawyer Finder.
The advice you need https://www.isba.org/
public/illinoislawyerfinder or 877-270-3855

INTERNET Earthlink High Speed Internet.
As Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-877-366-1349

HIRE ME: CAREGIVER Home-care 4 seniors,
live-In/come & go. 20yrs exp. exc. Ref’s &
Affordable! Lic & Bond. 708-705-1635

HEALTH Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive
up to $1,500 off, including a free toilet, and a
lifetime warranty on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-844-903-1192

EDUCATION/TRAINING AIRLINE CAREERS
START HERE – GET FAA APPROVED
AVIATION TECH TRAINING. JOB PLACEMENT
ASSISTANCE – DELTA, SOUTHWEST, BOEING
AND MANY OTHERS HIRE AIM GRADS. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312.

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO ESTABLISH A 
BRANCH OF WINTRUST BANK

Wintrust Bank, 231 S. LaSalle Street, Chicago,
IL 60603 is applying to the Federal Reserve 
Board for permission to establish a branch
at 4800 N. Sheridan Rd., Chicago, IL 60640. 
The Federal Reserve considers a number
of factors in deciding whether to approve 
the application, including the record of 
performance of applicant banks in helping
to meet local credit needs.
You are invited to submit comments in 
writing on this application to Colette A. 
Fried, Assistant Vice President, Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago, 230 South LaSalle 
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60604. The comment 
period will not end before February 26, 
2019. The Board’s procedures for processing 
applications may be found at 12 C. F. R. Part 
262. Procedures for processing protested
applications may be found at 12 C.F.R. 262.25. 
If you need information about how to submit 
your comments or to obtain a copy of the
relevant procedures, contact Alicia Williams,
Vice President and Community Affairs
Officer, at (312) 322-5910; to request a copy 
of an application, contact Colette A. Fried 
at (312) 322-6846. The Federal Reserve will 
consider your comments and any request
for a public meeting or formal hearing on the 
application if they are received in writing by 
the Reserve Bank on or before the last day 
of the comment period.

METROPOLITAN WATER RECLAMATION 
DISTRICT  OF GREATER CHICAGO                      

PUBLIC NOTICE 

As a requirement to receive low interest
loans from the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency (IEPA) Water Pollution 
Control Loan Fund, public notice is hereby 
given that the IEPA has provided the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (MWRDGC) with a notice 
of intent to issue a categorical exclusion
from the environmental review process 
for Contract 12-369-3S Upper Des Plaines
Intercepting Sewer 11D Rehabilitation, NSA. 

The project consists of the rehabilitation of 
11,317 feet of 36” sewer and 1,089 feet of 
54” sewer by cured-in-place pipe lining and
the rehabilitation of 36 manholes by spray-
on products. 

The project work is located in Elk Grove
Village and Mount Prospect, Illinois. 

The purpose of this notice is to receive
public comments on the proposed project. 

The public has ten (10) days to comment 
on the proposed project. Comments can 
be sent to Ms. Catherine A. O’Connor,
Director of Engineering, MWRDGC, 100 
East Erie Street, Chicago, Illinois 60611 or 
to Mr. Bill Jankousky, IEPA, Infrastructure
Financial Assistance Section, P.O. Box 19276, 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276. 

Additional information and access to
planning documents can be found at 
MWRDGC offices at 111 East Erie Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. Please contact Mr. Louis 
Storino at (312) 751-3167, or louis.storino@
mwrd.org, for an appointment.

Pub: 2/8/2019 6130340

LEGAL
NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF COOK

In the matter of the revision of the 
assessment of Real Property for 2019:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to the 
provisions of
Section 14-35 of the Illinois Property Tax 
Code (35 ILCS 200/14-35) that the Assessor 
of Cook County will sit for the purpose of 
reviewing the proposed 2019 assessment 
of Real Property located in the following
township(s) or taxing district(s) in Cook
County.                  
RIVERSIDE
Identified also as Area(s) 15, under the 
Permanent Real Estate Index Numbering 
System of Cook County.
The last date within which applications 
for revisions of assessment (Real Estate 
Assessed Valuation Appeals) may be filed for
consideration at such sitting is March 7, 
2019.
Such sitting will be held at the office of the 
Assessor of Cook
County, Room 301, in the County Building,
118 North Clark Street,
Chicago, Illinois 60602, and will continue 
thereafter from day to day as necessary 
until all such revisions in said township(s) or 
taxing district(s) have been completed.
Done by the Assessor of Cook County this
8th day of February, 2019.
FRITZ KAEGI
ASSESSOR OF COOK COUNTY

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation

District of Greater Chicago will be accepting

applications for the following

classification(s):

Machinist (Original)

Application Filing Period: January 25, 2019

through February 8, 2019. Examination Date:

February 23, 2019. Location: To be announced.

Scope of Examination: Knowledge of

machinist practices. Nature of Position and

Duties: Under supervision, performs skilled

manual work in connection with the operation

of precision machine tools used in fabricating

metal parts. Installs, repairs and maintains

mechanical equipment in the shop and in the

field. Pay: $48.38 per hour

Master Mechanic (Promotional)

Application Filing Period: January 25, 2019

through February 8, 2019. Examination Date:

February 22, 2019 at MWRD Main Office

Building Annex, 111 E. Erie Street, Chicago,

IL. Scope of Examination: Knowledge of

master mechanic practices. Nature of Position

and Duties: Under direction, coordinates and

directs the repair, maintenance and installation

of mechanical equipment and the repair and

alteration of structures at sewage treatment and

disposal plants, pumping plants and related

facilities. Pay: $124,882.16 per year

Pollution Control Technician I (Original)

Application Filing Period: February 1, 2019

through February 8, 2019. Examination Date:

March 9, 2019 at Northside College Preparatory

High School, 5501 North Kedzie Street,

Chicago, IL. Scope of Examination:

Knowledge of Pollution Control Technician I

practices. Nature of Position and Duties:

Under supervision gathers samples of water

from streams, waterways, and industrial waste

discharges for use in laboratory analysis and

performs related duties as required. Pay: $29.07

per hour

Applications can be submitted online only at

www.districtjobs.org.

Additional information may be found at

www.mwrd.org or call 312-751-5100.

Mailed, Emailed, Hand delivered or Faxed

Applications Will Not Be Accepted.

Resumes Will Not Be Accepted In Place of

Application Forms.

An Equal Opportunity Employer – M/F/D

Pub: 1/25-2/8 6102289

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation

District of Greater Chicago will be accepting

applications for the following

classification(s):

Electrical Operator I (Original)

Application Filing Period: January 25, 2019

through February 22, 2019. Examination Date:

March 16, 2019 at Chicago High School for

Agricultural Sciences (CHAS), 3857 West

111th Street, Chicago, IL. Scope of

Examination: Knowledge of Electrical

Operator I practices. Nature of Position and

Duties: Attends, operates, and cleans electrical

control equipment at a sewage treatment plant,

in a pumping station, or a lock, during an

assigned rotating shift. Pay: $46.86 per hour

Electrical Operator II

(Original & Promotional)

Application Filing Period: January 25, 2019

through February 22, 2019. Examination Date:

March 16, 2019 at Chicago High School for

Agricultural Sciences (CHAS), 3857 West

111th Street, Chicago, IL. Scope of

Examination: Knowledge of Electrical

Operator II practices. Nature of Position and

Duties: Has charge of, attends to, operates and

cleans electrical control equipment at a sewage

treatment plant or pumping station. May

supervise lower level Electrical Operators. Pay:

$49.20 per hour

Legal Assistant (Original & Promotional)

Application Filing Period: February 1, 2019

through March 1, 2019. Examination Date:

March 23, 2019 at Chicago High School for

Agricultural Sciences (CHAS), 3857 West

111th Street, Chicago, IL. Scope of

Examination: Knowledge of legal assistant

practices. Nature of Position and Duties:

Under general supervision of attorneys and/or a

Senior Legal Assistant, performs entry-level

paralegal work in support of District activities.

Pay: $67,032.16 per year

Senior Legal Assistant (Promotional)

Application Filing Period: February 1, 2019

through March l, 2019. Examination Date:

March 23, 2019 at Chicago High School for

Agricultural Sciences (CHAS), 3857 West

111th Street, Chicago, IL. Scope of

Examination: Knowledge of senior legal

assistant practices. Nature of Position and

Duties: Under general supervision of attorneys,

performs more advanced paralegal work in

support of District activities. Pay: $79,107.08

per year

Stores Specialist (Original)

Application Filing Period: January 25, 2019

through February 22, 2019. Examination Date:

March 23, 2019 at Chicago High School for

Agricultural Sciences (CHAS), 3857 West

111th Street, Chicago, IL. Scope of

Examination: Knowledge of stores specialist

practices. Nature of Position and Duties:

Under general supervision, conducts physical

inventories of a wide variety of stocked items

and performs related procedures involving the

identification, cataloging and general inventory

management of materials and equipment. Pay:

$59,237.62 per year

Applications can be submitted online only at

www.districtjobs.org.

Additional information may be found at

www.mwrd.org or call 312-751-5100.

Mailed, Emailed, Hand delivered or Faxed

Applications Will Not Be Accepted.

Resumes Will Not Be Accepted In Place of

Application Forms.

An Equal Opportunity Employer - M/F/D

Pub: 2/1-2/15/2019 6114072

LEGAL
NOTICES

F18120026 FRDM  IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION
Freedom Mortgage Corporation Plaintiff, 
vs. Frank C. Scalise aka Frank Scalise;
Shawna M. Scalise aka Shawna M. Howard 
aka Shawna Marie Howard aka Shawna
M. James aka Shawna Scalise; Charles
Scalise aka Charles J. Scalise; Michael
Tadin; Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants Defendants. CASE NO. 18 CH
15438 3602 South Emerald Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois 60609 Perkins Calendar 62 NOTICE 
FOR PUBLICATION The requisite affidavit
for publication having been filed, notice
is hereby given you, Frank C. Scalise aka 
Frank Scalise, Charles Scalise aka Charles 
J. Scalise, Michael Tadin,and UNKNOWN
OWNERS and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
defendants in the above entitled cause, 
that suit has been commenced against
you and other defendants in the Circuit
Court for the Judicial Circuit by said plaintiff
praying for the foreclosure of a certain
mortgage conveying the premises described 
as follows, to wit: LOT 4 IN BLOCK 5 IN 
HAMBURG A SUBDIVISION BY SAMUEL GEHR
OF BLOCKS 23 AND 24 IN CANAL TRUSTEES’
SUBDIVISION OF SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 
39 NORTH, RANGE 14, EAST OF THE THIRD
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. P.I.N.: 17-33-307-025-0000 Said
property is commonly known as 3602 South
Emerald Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60609, and
which said mortgage(s) was/were made by
Frank C. Scalise and Shawna M. Scalise and 
recorded in the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds as Document Number 1636534051 
and for other relief; that Summons was 
duly issued out of the above Court against
you as provided by law and that said suit
is now pending. NOW THEREFORE, unless 
you, the said above named defendants, file 
your answer to the complaint in the said 
suit or otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Office of the Clerk of the
Court at Cook County on or before MARCH
11, 2019, a default may be taken against you 
at any time after that date and a Judgment
entered in accordance with the prayer of
said complaint. E-filing is now mandatory
for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create
an account with an e-filing service provider.
Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select
a service provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp. This
communication is an attempt to collect a 
debt and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose. Steven C. Lindberg
ANSELMO LINDBERG & ASSOCIATES LLC 
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120 Naperville, IL
60563-4947 630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 
| 630-428-4620 (fax) Attorney No. Cook 
58852, DuPage 293191, Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 03126232
ilpleadings@AnselmoLindberg.com THIS
LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR. Pub: 2/8, 15, 22/2019 6130265

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Pursuant to the Illinois Municipal Budget 
Law (50ICLS 330/1), notice is hereby given 
that the Solid Waste Agency of Northern
Cook County will hold a public hearing on its 
budget and appropriation ordinance for the
Fiscal Year beginning May 1, 2019 and ending 
on April 30, 2020 on Wednesday, March 13,
2019 at 6:00 p.m. at village of Wheeling, 
council chambers, 2 Community Boulevard, 
Wheeling, Illinois. Copies of the tentative 
form of the budget and appropriation
ordinance are available for public inspection
at the office of the Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County, 77 W. Hintz Road,
Suite 200, Wheeling, IL. Monday through 
Friday between the hours of 8:00a.m. and
3:30p.m. In addition, the public notice and 
the draft budget is available at swancc.
org, on the home page under “popular
resources”. Any person desiring to appear at
the public hearing and present testimony to
the Agency may contact David Van Vooren, 
Executive Director, at the aforementioned 
administrative offices or (847) 724-9205.
Published in the CHICAGO TRIBUNE on 
February 8, 2019.

Notice to Disadvantaged Businesses:
Trine Construction Corp. 27W364 North Ave., 
West Chicago, IL 60185 (630-668-4626) is 
seeking disadvantaged businesses for the 
Village of Crestwood-Playfield Subdivision 
PH 1 Water Main Replacement project.  
Subcontracting opportunities are in the 
following areas: Trucking, tree removal, 
concrete, asphalt & watermain materials.  All 
disadvantaged businesses should contact IN 
WRITING (certified letter, return receipt) Mr. 
Jeff Truax to discuss the subcontracting 
opportunities.  All negotiations must take 
place prior to bid opening date 3/4/19.  
Proposals will be evaluated and awarded 
based on pricing, qualifications & availability. 

LOCAL PUBLIC NOTICE
On January 7, 2019, an application was 
filed with the Federal Communications
Commission for consent to transfer
control of the license of WGN(AM), 720 
MHz, Chicago, Illinois, from shareholders
of Tribune Media Company (Transferor) to 
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (Transferee).  A
copy of the application and related material
is available for public inspection at www.
fcc.gov.

The executive officers, directors and 
10 percent or greater shareholders of
Transferor are:  Oaktree Tribune, L.P.; Peter 
Kern; Ross Levinsohn; Peter E. Murphy;
Laura R. Walker; Craig A. Jacobson; Chandler 
Bigelow III; Brian F. Litman; Jack Rodden;
Patrick M. Shanahan; Gary Weitman; Thomas
G. Caputo; Christopher N. Hochschild; Shaun
M. Sheehan; and Joe Sinclair.

The officers and directors of the proposed
transferee, Nexstar Media Group, Inc., are:  
Perry Sook; Thomas Carter; Elizabeth Ryder; 
Brett Jenkins; Blake Russell; Dione Rigsby; 
Randall Bradford; Patrick Cusick; Terri Bush; 
Charles Pautsch; Geoff Armstrong; Dennis
FitzSimons; Jay Grossman; Lisbeth McNabb; 
Thomas McMillen; Dennis Miller; John Muse; 
and I. Martin Pompadour.

LOCAL PUBLIC NOTICE
On January 7, 2019, an application was 
filed with the Federal Communications
Commission for consent to transfer
control of the license of WGN-TV, Channel 
19, Chicago, Illinois, from shareholders of 
Tribune Media Company (Transferor) to 
Nexstar Media Group, Inc. (Transferee).  A
copy of the application and related material
is available for public inspection at www.
fcc.gov.

The executive officers, directors and 
10 percent or greater shareholders of
Transferor are:  Oaktree Tribune, L.P.; Peter 
Kern; Ross Levinsohn; Peter E. Murphy;
Laura R. Walker; Craig A. Jacobson; Chandler 
Bigelow III; Brian F. Litman; Jack Rodden;
Patrick M. Shanahan; Gary Weitman; Thomas
G. Caputo; Christopher N. Hochschild; Shaun 
M. Sheehan; and Joe Sinclair.

The officers and directors of the proposed
transferee, Nexstar Media Group, Inc., are:  
Perry Sook; Thomas Carter; Elizabeth Ryder; 
Brett Jenkins; Blake Russell; Dione Rigsby; 
Randall Bradford; Patrick Cusick; Terri Bush; 
Charles Pautsch; Geoff Armstrong; Dennis
FitzSimons; Jay Grossman; Lisbeth McNabb; 
Thomas McMillen; Dennis Miller; John Muse; 
and I. Martin Pompadour.

LEGAL
NOTICES

F18120201 PNC  IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION PNC
Bank, National Association Plaintiff, vs. 
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Freida
J. Becoat aka Freida Becoat aka Frieda J.
Becoat aka Freida Jean Becoat; Chicago 
Housing Authority; Charles Becoat aka
Charles Becoat, Jr. aka Charles E. Becoat; 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record
Claimants Defendants. CASE NO. 18 CH
16108 437 West Division Street, Unit 311, 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 Spratt Calendar 64 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION The requisite 
affidavit for publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given you, Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Freida J. Becoat aka Freida 
Becoat aka Frieda J. Becoat aka Freida
Jean Becoat and UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, defendants
in the above entitled cause, that suit has 
been commenced against you and other 
defendants in the Circuit Court for the 
Judicial Circuit by said plaintiff praying
for the foreclosure of a certain mortgage
conveying the premises described as 
follows, to wit: PARCEL 1: UNITS 01-311 
AND P01-042 IN THE PARKSIDE OF OLD 
TOWN MIDRISE LEASEHOLD CONDOMINIUM, 
AS DELINEATED ON A SURVEY OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND:
CERTAIN LOTS IN PARKSIDE OF OLD
TOWN BEING A RESUBDIVISION AND 
CONSOLIDATION OF PARTS OF BLOCKS 
2 AND 3, AND ALL OF BLOCKS 4 AND 5, 
AND PARTS OF VACATED ALLEYS LYING
WITHIN BLOCK 2 AFORESAID, AND VACATED
ALLEYS LYING WITHIN BLOCKS 3, 4 AND 5 
AFORESAID, TOGETHER WITH THAT PART
OF VACATED ELM STREET LYING SOUTH 
OF AND ADJOINING BLOCKS 2, 3 AND 5
AFORESAID, AND LYING NORTH OF AND
ADJOINING BLOCKS 9,7 AND 6, AND THAT
PART OF VACATED NORTH HUDSON AVENUE
LYING WEST OF AND ADJOINING BLOCK
2 AFORESAID, AND LYING EAST OF AND
ADJOINING BLOCK 3 AFORESAID, AND LYING
NORTH OF THE SOUTH LINE OF WEST ELM 
STREET, AND LYING SOUTH OF THE SOUTH
LINE OF WEST DIVISION STREET AS WIDENED,
ALL IN ROGERS’ SUBDIVISION OF THAT PART
WEST OF THE EAST LINE OF SEDGWICK 
STREET OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP 
39 NORTH, RANGE 14 EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. WHICH SURVEY IS ATTACHED
AS EXHIBIT “C” TO THE DECLARATION OF 
CONDOMINIUM OWNERSHIP FOR PARKSIDE 
OF OLD TOWN MIDRISE LEASEHOLD 
CONDOMINIUM RECORDED AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 0818345111, AS AMENDED FROM TIME 
TO TIME (THE “DECLARATION”), TOGETHER 
WITH ITS UNDIVIDED PERCENTAGE
INTEREST IN THE COMMON ELEMENTS.
PARCEL 2: A LEASEHOLD ESTATE CREATED
BY GROUND LEASE FOR A PORTION OF 
THE PARKSIDE PHASE I DEVELOPMENT
BETWEEN CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY, 
LANDLORD, AND PARKSIDE OLD TOWN 
I, LLC, TENANT RECORDED OCTOBER 13,
2006 AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 0628602043
FOR A TERM OF NINETY-NINE YEARS
COMMENCING ON SEPTEMBER 1,2006;
PARTIALLY ASSIGNED IN THE AMOUNT OF 
GRANTEE’S UNDIVIDED INTEREST HEREIN
TO GRANTEE PURSUANT TO THE ‘UNIT LEASE
ASSIGNMENT” AS DEFINED IN SECTION 6.3
OF THE GROUND LEASE OVER THE PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED ABOVE AS PARCEL 1. PARCEL
3: NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF PARCELS 1 AND 2 FOR INGRESS 
AND EGRESS OVER THE COMMUNITY AREA
FOR ACCESS, INGRESS AND EGRESS TO 
AND FROM PARCELS 1 AND 2 OVER THE 
COMMUNITY AREA AS CREATED IN SECTION 
2.04 OF THE COMMUNITY DECLARATION 
RECORDED OCTOBER 5, 2007 AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 0727815136 AND CREATED BY THIS 
SPECIAL WARRANTY DEED. P.I.N.: 17-04-307-
054-4017; 17-04-307-054-4250 Said property 
is commonly known as 437 West Division 
Street, Unit 311, Chicago, Illinois 60610, and
which said mortgage(s) was/were made by
Freida J. Becoat and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds as Document
Number 1127147012 and for other relief;
that Summons was duly issued out of the
above Court against you as provided by
law and that said suit is now pending. NOW 
THEREFORE, unless you, the said above 
named defendants, file your answer to the 
complaint in the said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in the Office of
the Clerk of the Court at Cook County on or 
before February 25, 2019, a default may be
taken against you at any time after that date 
and a Judgment entered in accordance with
the prayer of said complaint. E-filing is now
mandatory for documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must first
create an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you need
additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.
This communication is an attempt to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be 
used for that purpose. Steven C. Lindberg
ANSELMO LINDBERG & ASSOCIATES LLC 
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120 Naperville, IL
60563-4947 630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 
| 630-428-4620 (fax) Attorney No. Cook 
58852, DuPage 293191, Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 03126232
ilpleadings@AnselmoLindberg.com THIS
LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR. Pub: 1/25, 2/1, 8/2019 6104151

F18100248 PNC  IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION PNC
Bank, National Association Plaintiff, vs. 
Dennis Allen; PNC Bank, N.A. sbm to National
City Bank; City of Chicago; Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants Defendants. 
CASE NO. 18 CH 15902 10730 South Langley 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60628 Simko 
Calendar 58 NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION The 
requisite affidavit for publication having 
been filed, notice is hereby given you, 
Dennis Allen, and UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, defendants
in the above entitled cause, that suit has 
been commenced against you and other 
defendants in the Circuit Court for the 
Judicial Circuit by said plaintiff praying for the
foreclosure of a certain mortgage conveying
the premises described as follows, to wit:
LOT 15 IN BLOCK 2 IN P.L.A. ADDITION TO 
PULLMAN, BEING A SUBDIVISION IN THE
EAST 1/2 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AND
IN THE EAST 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 
OF SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 37 NORTH,
RANGE 14, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAIN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
P.I.N.: 25-15-405-044-0000 Said property is 
commonly known as 10730 South Langley 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60628, and which 
said mortgage(s) was/were made by 
Dennis Allen and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds as Document
Number 0518642223 and for other relief;
that Summons was duly issued out of the
above Court against you as provided by
law and that said suit is now pending. NOW 
THEREFORE, unless you, the said above 
named defendants, file your answer to the 
complaint in the said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in the Office of
the Clerk of the Court at Cook County on
or before March 4, 2019, a default may be 
taken against you at any time after that date 
and a Judgment entered in accordance with
the prayer of said complaint. E-filing is now
mandatory for documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must first
create an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you need
additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.
This communication is an attempt to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be 
used for that purpose. Steven C. Lindberg
ANSELMO LINDBERG & ASSOCIATES LLC 
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120 Naperville, IL
60563-4947 630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 
| 630-428-4620 (fax) Attorney No. Cook 
58852, DuPage 293191, Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 03126232
ilpleadings@AnselmoLindberg.com THIS
LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR. Pub: 2/1, 8, 15/2019 6117135
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audi
Audi Exchange
2490 Skokie Valley Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
888-453-7195
www.audiexchange.com

chrysler
Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

dodge
Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

honda
Muller Honda*
550 Skokie Valley Road,
Highland Park
847-831-4200
www.muller-honda.com

Schaumburg
Honda Automobiles*
750 E. Golf Rd.
847-88-Honda
www.schaumburghondaautos.com

jeep
Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

mercedes
Autohaus On Edens*
1600 Frontage Rd.
Northbrook
847-272-7900
www.autohausonedens.com

Mercedes-Benz
Of St. Charles*
225 North Randall Road
St. Charles, IL
888-742-6095
www.mercedesbenzofstcharles.com

mercedes
Mercedes-Benz
Of Westmont*
200 E. Ogden Ave.
886-415-8182
www.mbofwestmont.com

mitsubishi
Biggers Mitsubishi*
1325 E. Chicago St., Elgin
888-612-8400
www.biggersmitsubishi.com

Schaumburg Mitsubishi*
660 E. Golf Road
Schaumburg
866-670-8000
www.schaumburgmitsubishi.com

nissan
Arlington Nissan*
1100 W. Dundee Rd
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
847-590-6100
www.arlingtonnissan.com

porsche
Porsche Exchange*
2300 Skokie Valley Rd.
Highland Park
#1 Volume Dealer in Illinois
847-266-7000
www.4porsche.com

ram
Sherman Dodge Jeep Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

smart
Smart Center of St. Charles*
225 N. Randall Road
in St. Charles, IL
888-459-2190
st-charles.smartdealersites.com

To showcase your

dealership contact

Kevin O’Keefe

at 219-793-5901N
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Crossword

ACROSS
1 Marsh
4 Meat stock jelly
9 Flows back
13 Cheese in red
wax

15 “We __
Overcome”

16 Classic board
game

17 Sculptor’s tool
18 Early decaf
brand

19 Golfer’s focus
20 Inane
22 Nocturnal birds
23 Carry
24 Gardening tool
26 Pulsates
29 Lively parties
34 Periods of time
35 Steam bath
36 Crash into
37 Up in __; furious
38 “A __ of beauty
is a joy forever”

39 Facts & figures
40 Wedding words
41 Main part of a
tree

42 Provide food for
a banquet

43 Police officer’s
title

45 Woods
46 Dashed off

47 Seabird
48 Entreaty
51 __ up; going
separate ways

56 Four-wheeled
ATV

57 Native New
Zealander

58 AM/PM divider
60 Uncommon
61 Know-__; smart
aleck

62 Actor Hackman
63 NBA team
64 On edge
65 Actor Ayres

DOWN
1 Arthur of TV
2 Chances
3 Long look
4 Valuables
5 Layered rock
6 Window piece
7 Varieties; types
8 Conflicting;
crossing swords

9 Resounded
10 __ up; inflate
11 Male animal
12 Observes
14 Trusted
counselors

21 Boo-hoos
25 “Cat __ Hot Tin
Roof”

26 Bangkok folks
27 Teeming crowd
28 Bit of gossip
29 Actress Eva
Marie __

30 Good-looking
young man

31 Very angry
32 Microsoft’s Bill
33 Brainy
35 Give the cold
shoulder to

38 Send
electronically

39 Term of affection

41 Afternoon social
42 Young animal
44 A- and C+
45 In vain
47 Misses
48 File drawer,
perhaps

49 Kauai feast
50 Make money
52 Cracker spread
53 Mortgage, for
one

54 Christmas song
55 No longer here
59 __ Mexico

Solutions
2/8/19By Jacqueline E. Mathews. © 2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

F18110022 CPN IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY
DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Champion 
Mortgage Company Plaintiff, vs. Unknown 
heirs and legatees of Doris Ann Thomas 
aka Doris Thomas aka Doris A. Thomas; 
Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development; Vincent Thomas aka Vincent
Dion Thomas; Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants Defendants. CASE NO. 18 
CH 16126 6324 South Winchester Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois 60636 Lyle Calendar 56 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION The requisite 
affidavit for publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given you, Unknown heirs
and legatees of Doris Ann Thomas aka Doris
Thomas aka Doris A. Thomas and UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
defendants in the above entitled cause, that 
suit has been commenced against you and
other defendants in the Circuit Court for
the Judicial Circuit by said plaintiff praying 
for the foreclosure of a certain mortgage
conveying the premises described as 
follows, to wit: LOT 40 IN BLOCK 8 IN SOUTH 
LYNNE, BEING A SUBDIVISION IN THE NORTH
1/2 OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 38 NORTH, 
RANGE 14, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
P.I.N.: 20-19-200-025-0000 Said property is 
commonly known as 6324 South Winchester
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60636, and which 
said mortgage(s) was/were made by Doris 
Ann Thomas and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds as Document
Number 0508805129 and for other relief; 
that Summons was duly issued out of the
above Court against you as provided by
law and that said suit is now pending. NOW 
THEREFORE, unless you, the said above 
named defendants, file your answer to the 
complaint in the said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in the Office of
the Clerk of the Court at Cook County on or 
before February 25, 2019, a default may be
taken against you at any time after that date 
and a Judgment entered in accordance with
the prayer of said complaint. E-filing is now
mandatory for documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you must first
create an account with an e-filing service
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you need
additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.
This communication is an attempt to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be 
used for that purpose. Steven C. Lindberg
ANSELMO LINDBERG & ASSOCIATES LLC 
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120 Naperville, IL
60563-4947 630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 
| 630-428-4620 (fax) Attorney No. Cook 
58852, DuPage 293191, Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 03126232
ilpleadings@AnselmoLindberg.com THIS
LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR. Pub: 1/25, 2/1, 8/2019 6104140

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC One East 
Wacker – Suite 1250 Chicago, IL 60601 IN 
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.., Plaintiff, 
v. ROBERT P. KOWALSKI, AKA ROBERT 
KOWALSKI; THE CITY OF BURBANK; STATE
OF ILLINOIS; CITY OF CHICAGO, A MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION; THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY; EVERGREEN BANK 
GROUP, FORMERLY KNOWN AS EVERGREEN
COMMUNITY BANK; MILWAUKEE GOLF 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LLC; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
WINDSOR CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; 
WINDSOR LONG, Defendants, Case No. 
2018CH14481 The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, notice is 
hereby given you, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants, Windsor 
Condominium Association, Windsor Long, 
that the said suit has been commenced in
the Circuit Court of the Cook County Judicial 
Circuit, Cook County, Illinois by the said
plaintiff against you and other defendants,
praying for the foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the premises described
as follows, to-wit: Unit Number 1-A, as 
delineated on plat of survey of the following
described parcel of real estate (hereinafter 
referred to as parcel): Lot 8 in Block 2 in
Roberts Milwaukee Avenue Subdivision 
of Lots 5 and 10 of the Subdivision of that
part West of Milwaukee Avenue of Lot 5 in
the School Trustees Subdivision of section
16, Township 40 North, Range 13 East of 
the Third Principal Meridian. (Except the 
North 1 1/2 rods of the) the South 4 rods of 
said Lot Aforesaid) in Cook County, Illinois.
Which survey is attached as Exhibit “A”
to Declaration of Condominium made by 
Windsor Construction Company Inc. an ILL
Corporation and recorded in the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds of Cook County, Illinois
as Document Number 21004790 together 
with its undivided percentage interest in
said parcel (Excepting from said parcel all 
the property and space comprising all the
units thereof as defined and set forth in 
said declaration and plat of survey) in Cook 
County, Illinois. 4535 North Long Avenue 
#1A, Chicago, IL 60630 13-16-116-030-
1001 Now, therefore, unless you, Unknown
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, Windsor 
Condominium Association, Windsor Long, 
and the said above named defendants, file 
your answer to the complaint in said suit or
otherwise make your appearance therein, in
the office of the Clerk of the Cook County
Judicial Circuit, Cook County, Illinois, on or
before MARCH 11, 2019, default may be 
entered against you at any time after that
day and a Judgment entered in accordance
with the prayer of said Complaint. E-filing
is now mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to
learn more and to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp or contact the Clerk
of this Court. Alan S. Kaufman (6289893)
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC Attorneys 
for Plaintiff One East Wacker, Suite 1250,
Chicago, IL 60601 Phone: 312-651-6700; Fax: 
614-220-5613 Atty. No.: 48928 Email: sef-
askaufman@manleydeas.com file number:
18-034129 One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys Pub:
2/8, 15, 22/2019 6130888

NOONAN & LIEBERMAN, LTD. (Firm ID: 
38245) Attorneys 105 W. Adams, Suite 1850 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
COUNTY OF Cook, ss – IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION, 
MCCORMICK 110, LLC, Plaintiff, vs. JOHN T
DALY, SHEILA M DALY, UNKNOWN OWNERS-
TENANTS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
et. al., Defendants, Case No. 2019 CH 00702. 
The requisite affidavit for publication having 
been filed, notice is hereby given to you: 
UNKNOWN OWNERS-TENANTS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, defendants in the
above entitled suit has been commenced
in the IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
- CHANCERY DIVISION, by the said plaintiff
against you and other defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage
conveying the premises described as 
follows, to-wit: LOT FIVE (5) IN DONALD 
O`TOOLE`S GREEN DALE, THIRD ADDITION,
BEING A SUBDIVISION OF BLOCK 21 (EXCEPT 
THE SOUTH 280 FEET THEREOF) AND ALL OF 
BLOCK 20 IN GEORGE W. HILL`S SUBDIVISION
OF THE WEST HALF (1/2) OF THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER (1/4) OF SECTION 14, TOWNSHIP
37 NORTH, RANGE 13, EAST OF THE THIRD
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN. SITUATED IN COOK
COUNTY IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.. PIN: 24-
14-411-030. Commonly known as: 10916 S
DRAKE , Chicago, IL 60655, and which said
Mortgage was made by JOHN DALY,SHEILA
DALY, as Mortgagor(s) to McCormick
110, LLC, as Mortgagee, and recorded as
document number 0821808148, and the 
present owner(s) of the property being
JOHN DALY,SHEILA DALY, and for other 
relief: that summons was duly issued out 
of said Court against you as provided by 
law, and that the said suit is now pending. 
Now, therefore, unless you, the said above
named defendants, file your answer to the 
Complaint in the said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION, 
Richard J Daley Center, 50 W. Washington,
Room 802, Chicago, IL 60602 on or before
March 4, 2019, default may be entered
against you at any time after that day and 
a Judgment entered in accordance with the
prayer of said Complaint. Dated, Chicago,
Illinois, January 25, 2019. Clerk of the Cook 
County Circuit Court. THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE.  Pub: 2/1, 8, 15/2019 
6117143

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC One East 
Wacker – Suite 1250 Chicago, IL 60601 IN 
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.., 
Plaintiff, v. UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES
OF DORIAN D. MCKINLEY, AKA DORIAN 
MCKINLEY, DECEASED; CITY OF CHICAGO;
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS; ICYEEZ MCKINLEY; HEAVON 
MCKINLEY; D’JANAY MCKINLEY, Defendants, 
Case No. 2019CH00060 The requisite
affidavit for publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given you, Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Dorian D. McKinley, AKA
Dorian McKinley, deceased, Unknown
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, that the
said suit has been commenced in the Circuit 
Court of the Cook County Judicial Circuit,
Cook County, Illinois by the said plaintiff 
against you and other defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage
conveying the premises described as 
follows, to-wit: Lot 43 in Block 3 in the “P.L.A
Addition to Pullman”, being a Subdivision of
the East 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4 and in the 
East 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 15, 
Township 37 North, Range 14, East of the 
Third Principal Meridian, in Cook County, 
Illinois. 10742 South Champlain Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60628 25-15-404-045-0000 Now,
therefore, unless you, Unknown Heirs and
Legatees of Dorian D. McKinley, AKA Dorian
McKinley, deceased, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, and the said above
named defendants, file your answer to the 
complaint in said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in the office of the 
Clerk of the Cook County Judicial Circuit, 
Cook County, Illinois, on or before March 4,
2019, default may be entered against you
at any time after that day and a Judgment
entered in accordance with the prayer of
said Complaint. E-filing is now mandatory
for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create
an account with an e-filing service provider.
Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a 
service provider. If you need additional help
or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or contact
the Clerk of this Court. Michael A. Phelps
(6297416) MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff One East Wacker, Suite
1250, Chicago, IL 60601 Phone: 312-651-
6700; Fax: 614-220-5613 Atty. No.: 48928 
Email: sef-maphelps@manleydeas.com
FILE NUMBER: 18-037033 One of Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys Pub: 2/1, 8, 15/2019 6117156

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC One East 
Wacker – Suite 1250 Chicago, IL 60601 IN 
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.., 
Plaintiff, v. SAMUEL BAILEY; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants, Case No. 2019CH00288 The 
requisite affidavit for publication having 
been filed, notice is hereby given you, 
Samuel Bailey, Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, that the said suit has 
been commenced in the Circuit Court of
the Cook County Judicial Circuit, Cook
County, Illinois by the said plaintiff against
you and other defendants, praying for the
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as follows, to-wit: 
Lot 19 in Block 3 in William A. Bond and 
Company’s First Addition to Austin, being
Frank T. Crawford’s Subdivision of Blocks 
6 and 7 in Commissioner’s Subdivision of
the Southwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of
Section 4, Township 39 North, Range 13, 
East of the Third Principal Meridian, also
the Northwest 1/4 of the Northwest 1/4 of
the Southeast 1/4 of Section 4, Township 39 
North, Range 13, East of the Third Principal
Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois. 1123 North
Leamington Avenue, Chicago, IL 60651 16-
04-401-016-0000 Now, therefore, unless 
you, Samuel Bailey, Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, and the said above
named defendants, file your answer to the 
complaint in said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in the office of the 
Clerk of the Cook County Judicial Circuit,
Cook County, Illinois, on or before March 11
2019, default may be entered against you
at any time after that day and a Judgment
entered in accordance with the prayer of
said Complaint. E-filing is now mandatory
for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create
an account with an e-filing service provider.
Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a 
service provider. If you need additional help
or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or contact
the Clerk of this Court. Alan S. Kaufman
(6289893) MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff One East Wacker, Suite
1250, Chicago, IL 60601 Phone: 312-651-
6700; Fax: 614-220-5613 Atty. No.: 48928 
Email: sef-askaufman@manleydeas.com
file number: 18-034236 One of Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys Pub: 2/8, 15, 22/2019 6130870
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Find the right jobs with tribune publishing
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technology, you’ll find opportunities
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and your life.
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MON-THURS 9 AM– 9 PM • FRIDAY 9 AM– 6 PM • SATURDAY 9 AM– 6 PM
*Miles per gallon based on EPA Estimated MPG Highway. Listed MPG reflects Base and FWD models only.

Customers may be eligible for additional Ford rebates and discounts. Please see dealer for complete details. Photos are for representative purposes only. Offers good through April 2, 2019.

SPECTACULAR

NEWYEARDEALS!

WE’RE

OPEN LATE

MON – THURS

9 AM – 9 PM

1333 PARK AVEWEST

847.433.7200 • HPFORD.COM
Located in Front of the Highland Park Target!

Just 30minutes fromChicago!

Open for Saturday Service
8am - 4pm

2017 FORD FIESTA SE 4-DOOR

ONLY A FEW LEFT NEW!

Plus tax, title, license and $179.81 doc. fee.

Air conditioning, Automatic Trans, Power

Windows andMuchMore

$13,995

2019 FORD ESCAPE SE 4-DOOR

**$0Dueat Signing. Leaseprices basedon 10,500miles per year plus tax, title, license&$179.81Doc. Fee. NoSecurityDeposit.

LEASE
FOR

$319
**

PER
MONTH

36 MONTH LEASE

Air conditioning, Automatic Trans, Power

Windows andMuchMore

2019 FORD FUSION SE 4-DOOR

SE
OR

$319
**

PER
MONTH

36 MONTH LEASE

r plus tax, title, license&$179.81Doc. Fee. NoSecurityDeposit.

nditioning, Automatic Trans, Power

Windows andMuchMore

2019 FORD FUSI

LEA
FO

**$0Dueat Signing. Leaseprices basedon 10,500miles per yea

Air con

2018 FORD FOCUS SE 4-DOOR

ASE
FOR

$249
**

PER
MONTH

36 MONTH LEASE

r year plus tax, title, license&$179.81Doc. Fee. NoSecurityDeposit.

conditioning, Automatic Trans, Power

Windows andMuchMore

2018 FORD FO

LEA
F

**$0Dueat Signing. Leaseprices basedon 10,500miles per

Air c

VISIT US ON-LINE AT HIGHLANDPARKLINCOLN.COM

2019 LINCOLN MKC
R

**
PER MONTH
FOR 36 MONTHS

**Plus tax, title, license, & $179.81 doc fee. Lease price based on 7,500 miles per year. All advertised prices include factory rebates. No security deposit required.
Subject to Lincoln AFS and level approval.

*Miles per gallon based on EPA Estimated MPG Highway. Listed MPG reflects Base models of Lincoln MKC only. Actual mileage will vary.
Customers may be eligible for additional Factory rebates and discounts. Please see dealer for complete details. Photos are for representative purposes only.

Offers good through April 2, 2019.

MON-THURS 9AM–9PM • FRIDAY 9AM–6PM • SATURDAY 9AM–6PM

1333 PARK AVE WEST
847.433.7200

HIGHLANDPARKLINCOLN.COM
Located in Front of the Highland Park Target!

Just 30 minutes from Chicago!

WE’RE
OPEN LATE

MON – THURS
9 AM – 9 PM

WINTER WONDERLAND

OF DEALS!

Due
igning

$

VISIT US ON-LINE AT HPFORD.COM

VIN: 5LMCJ1C95KUL27167


