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A former president of
the union that represents
thousands of rank-and-file
Chicago police officers is
facing possible discipline
from the local he once led
for speaking to the news
media during Jason Van
Dyke’s murder trial this
fall.

Dean Angelo Sr. is ex-
pected to appear Tuesday

during a closed-door disci-
plinary hearing before a
three-member panel of the
Chicago Fraternal Order
of Police.

In an Oct. 5 letter ob-
tained by the Chicago
Tribune, Martin Preib, the
FOP’s second vice presi-
dent, told fellow board
members he had filed
charges against Angelo for
misrepresenting himself
as the group’s spokesman
in public comments Sept.

19 and 20 at the Leighton
Criminal Court Building.

Angelo served as presi-
dent of FOP Lodge 7 for
three years until he lost
re-election in April 2017 in
a heated race against Kevin
Graham, who is now serv-
ing a three-year term.

The FOP played a vis-
ible role during Van Dyke’s
trial for the fatal shooting
of 17-year-old Laquan
McDonald in October
2014. The union paid for
much of the officer’s de-
fense, and current and for-

Ex-union leader on hot seat
Local police unit may discipline him for
talking to media during Van Dyke trial

By Christy Gutowski
Chicago Tribune

Dean Angelo Sr., is to appear Tuesday in a hearing before

a panel of the Chicago Fraternal Order of Police.
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But there was just one she
called her “angel” — a nurse she
knew only as Claudia, who took
care of her family the day Jacob
was born at Westlake Hospital in
Melrose Park. If it wasn’t for her,
Negron said, Jacob might not be

here today.
After numerous calls and vis-

its to the hospital in attempts to
find Claudia, Negron took to
social media last month to make
a plea to find the nurse she says
not only saved her son, but also

comforted her and her husband
as they watched doctors work on
Jacob, who was struggling to
breathe and eventually was
transferred to Lurie Children’s
Hospital in Chicago.

On Monday, Negron, 31, and
her family, including Jacob don-
ning a necktie for the occasion,
came face-to-face with nurse
Claudia Lopez. In an emotional
reunion in a hospital room at
Westlake Hospital, not far from
where Jacob was born, Lopez

smiled through tears as she
waved to a shy Jacob and em-
braced Negron, who repeatedly
thanked her as the two hugged
and cried.

“I’ve been thinking about this
day since a week after I had
Jacob,” Negron said Monday. “I
walked into this hospital, look-
ing for her. I wish I would’ve
thought of Facebook sooner.”

For Lopez, 35, the moment 

Nurse Claudia Lopez visits Monday with Jacob Roman, left, brothers Alex and Jordan, and parents Vicelis Negron and Alexander Roman.
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MOTHER REUNITES
WITH ‘ANGEL’ NURSE
Credited with quick action that saved baby’s life, found through Facebook effort

By Kate Thayer | Chicago Tribune

V icelis Negron of Chicago said she can count many medical

professionals who have helped her 2-year-old son, Jacob, who

was born without part of the left ventricle in his heart.
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WASHINGTON — Con-
gressional aides on both
sides of the aisle say they
don’t see how an appro-
priations impasse ends
without a partial govern-
ment shutdown just in time
for Christmas Eve.

President Donald
Trump signed a continuing
resolution into law Friday
that would change the ex-
piration date of the stopgap
measure enacted before
the midterm elections to
Dec. 21. But he wasted little
time in taking aim at
Democratic leaders for

“playing political games”
on border security funding,
even as he prepares to sit
down with House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi of
California and Senate Mi-
nority Leader Chuck

Schumer of New York on
Tuesday.

While many lawmakers
are expressing confidence a
shutdown will be avoided,
aides speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity said

there is a widespread fear
that the talks will collapse
and lead to a shutdown.

The Democratic leaders
plan to offer Trump $1.3
billion in funding for a
border fence when they
meet at the White House, a
bid that falls short of the $5
billion Trump is demand-
ing to fund a border wall.
Talks are deadlocked over
funding for the wall.

Schumer had previously
suggested Trump accept
$1.6 billion in border fund-
ing, the funding level in-
cluded in a Senate bill with
bipartisan support. But that
$1.6 billion would struggle
to pass the House, where
Democrats won’t support it
because they say it’s too
much and Republicans be-

Fears of shutdown return, grow stronger
Negotiations are
deadlocked over
funding for wall 
By Paul Krawzak
CQ-Roll Call

The president has accused Rep. Nancy Pelosi and others

of “playing political games” on border security funding. 
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Alarmed by the suicides
of four students this year,
including a sophomore
found dead in his dormi-
tory in late November,
Northwestern University is
boosting staff at the cam-
pus’ main counseling cen-
ter.

Two new employees will
join its mental health cen-
ter, Counseling and Psy-
chological Services, to per-
form suicide screenings
and clinical support serv-
ices, Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs Patricia Telles-
Irvin announced in a mes-
sage to students last week.

“I share your concerns
about the need for the
university to respond to the
fullest extent possible to
issues surrounding stu-
dents who may be strug-
gling, and we have worked
diligently and deliberately
to do so,” Telles-Irvin wrote
Dec. 5.

Daniel Jessell, a sopho-
more, was found dead the
night of Nov. 28 at his dorm
on the north side of the
Evanston campus, accord-
ing to university and Cook
County medical examiner’s
office officials. The coroner
ruled Jessell died in a sui-
cide. Reached through
email, his mother declined
comment.

Jessell, originally from
Delray Beach, Fla., is at
least the ninth Northwest-
ern student to die of a
suicide since May 2013,
according to a series of
news reports, including
The Daily Northwestern’s.
Four of these, including
Jessell, have been in 2018
alone. Junior Kenzie Krogh
died in February, senior
Ananya Agrawal died in
May and senior Angelica
Wilson died in June.

The medical examiner
concluded suicide was the
manner of death for Krogh,
Agrawal and Wilson,
though the causes differed.
Family members of the
students could not be
reached for comment.

Courtney Chatterton, a
senior who was friends
with Agrawal, described
him as a “huge goofball”
and said his death came out
of the blue.

“People have died of sui-
cide every year I’ve been at
Northwestern,” Chatterton
said. “You become com-

‘I think
people
are sadly
used to it’
Northwestern
University grapples
with suicides
By Dawn Rhodes
Chicago Tribune

Turn to NU, Page 6

Why White Sox player’s
inclusion has become one
of the most disputed picks
in HOF history. Paul

Sullivan, Chicago Sports

Critics bash
Baines’ election
to Hall of Fame 

High 38 
Low 28 

Complete forecast 
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TOM SKILLING’S

WEATHER

BMO Financial Group
has confirmed it’ll house
its 3,600 downtown
workers in a new 50-
story office tower adja-
cent to Union Station.
Ryan Ori, Business

RIVERSIDE INVESTMENT &
DEVELOPMENT 

BMO confirms
plans to anchor
50-story tower 

LIKABLE BEARS COULD HAVE CITY SHUFFLING
David Haugh, Chicago Sports
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Whether you’re a casual admirer of the magnificence of
Michael, or a true Bull-iever thirsting for tales of “Red,”
“Stormin’ Norman,” “Butterbean,” “Chet the Jet” and
many more, here’s a keepsake for you. Featuring more
than 300 pages of pictures and words depicting Chi-
cago’s NBA franchise from its humble beginnings to the
dynastic miracle on Madison and beyond, the Tribune’s
book of the Bulls places readers in a courtside seat for a
fast break through team history. Relive the thrill of “The
Shot” in Cleveland, the sweet revenge against the bad-
boy Pistons and the twin threepeats that followed. Run
with the Bulls through the pages of this exhaustive look
at one of professional sports’ premier organizations.
Available online at chicagotribune.com/bullsbook. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS

“Chicago Flashback” Since 2011, the Tribune has been
mining its vast archive of photos and stories for its
weekly feature Chicago Flashback, which deals with the
people and events that have shaped the city’s history
and culture from the paper’s founding in 1847 to the
present day. Now the editors of the Tribune have care-
fully collected the best Chicago Flashback features into a
single coffee-table volume. Each story is accompanied
by at least one black-and-white image from the paper’s
photo vault. Available at chicagotribune.com/flashback-
book.

“10 Things You Might Not Know About Nearly Every-

thing.” You may never need to know the human body
contains a half-pound of salt, but that’s just one of the
obscure facts you’ll find about sports, history, religion,
politics, arts and culture, food and leisure, and science
and technology in this collection of columns from Mark
Jacob and Stephan Benzkofer. 

“Even the Terrible Things Seem Beautiful to Me

Now.” All your favorite Mary Schmich columns, including
“Wear Sunscreen” and the 10 that won her the 2012
Pulitzer Prize for commentary, are presented in this
Tribune book. 

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at

chicagotribune.com/printbooks

‘THE CHICAGO BULLS: A
DECADE-BY-DECADE HISTORY’

Today I’d like to offer
some expert advice on
handling the most basic of
Christmas decorations: the
simple strand of outdoor
holiday lights.

While modern technol-
ogy has brought us all man-
ner of yard-decorating
wizardry, the colorful elec-
tric light strand remains the
primary tool in the outdoor
Christmas decorator’s
toolbox.

As a licensed and profes-
sional expert (self-de-
clared) in exterior holiday
decor, allow me to give you
a bit of history.

It all began with a simple
question: How can we
create a long strand of
colorful electric lights that
will easily become inextri-
cably tangled and will stop
working if one light breaks?

According to the Library
of Congress’s Science Ref-
erence Services, it was
Thomas Edison who first
created a strand of electric
lights, stringing them out-
side his laboratory around
Christmas in 1880. (This
was likely just a case of the
lightbulb inventor showing
off, prompting neighbors to
sneer, “Merry Christmas,
NERD!!”)

Two years later, Edward
Johnson became the first to
think, “Hey, what if I take
this electrical wire and all
these warm, glowing lights
and wrap it around the dead
tree in my living room?”

Per the Library of Con-
gress article: “Johnson,
Edison’s friend and partner
in the Edison’s Illumination
Company, hand-wired 80
red, white and blue light
bulbs and wound them
around his Christmas tree.
Not only was the tree illu-
minated with electricity, it
also revolved.”

In the early 1900s, Gen-
eral Electric started selling
Christmas lights to the
general public, soon presi-
dents were lighting up
national outdoor Christmas
trees. And the nation has
never looked back.

That’s the history of the
most basic outdoor Christ-
mas decoration. (I’ll save
the history of outdoor
inflatable decorations for
another column, but let’s
just say the Hindenburg
was originally meant to be
an 800-foot-long reindeer.)

Still, after all these years,
few fully comprehend the
best method of using
strands of electric Christ-
mas lights. Not to worry.
The following steps will fill
that void:

First, fetch last year’s
outdoor Christmas light

strands from whichever
corner of the garage or
basement you stuffed them
into after finally taking
them down in March. They
will appear to have con-
gealed into a large spherical
mass. Do not be intimi-
dated.

Roll the large spherical
mass of festive lights onto
your front yard and main-
tain a spirit of confidence
and good cheer. (Carol
humming is optional, but
encouraged.)

As you being to unwind
the spherical mass, do not
show fear. Throughout
history, strands of Christ-
mas lights have learned to
sense fear, and it causes
them to tighten and further
entangle themselves.

Calmly spend 45 min-
utes attempting to unwind
the strands. This will not
work, but it is part of the
process.

Next, establish domi-
nance over the spherical
mass. This can be accom-
plished with firm yet fes-
tive swearing and several
aggressive tugs at the 32
plugs now protruding from
the sphere.

Allow your face to be-
come flushed with rage —
red is, after all, a popular
Christmas color — and
begin pulling wildly at
whichever cord you can
grasp. You may start to
swing the sphere about as
you move frantically across
the front lawn.

Arm flailing, gasps of
exasperation and consider-
ably louder and less-festive
swearing are now appropri-
ate.

Don’t worry. Your neigh-
bors will not jump at the

sight of an adult human,
now partially wrapped in
dark-green cords, scream-
ing and running maniacally
across the yard, seemingly
fending off an attack from
an angry, beach-ball-sized
wad of lights. This is per-
fectly normal holiday sea-
son behavior.

At this point, some mild
weeping is permitted.

The next step is to real-
ize you should check
whether the light strands
that have been assaulting
you still work. You will
wonder why you didn’t do
that first, and you will be
tempted to resume weep-
ing, but don’t — there is
work to be done.

You will plug each strand
in to an extension cord and
find the only one that works
is buried deep in the middle
of the sphere, which has
now somehow grown in
size. You will then calmly
walk to the garbage can and
triumphantly throw away
the sphere. Don’t worry,
you are winning.

After tending to any cuts
or ligature marks on your
arms, neck or torso, you
will head out to buy new
strands of colored lights.
The first store you reach
will only have strands of
green lights. Nobody has
ever actually used strands
of all-green lights, which is
why they are always avail-
able. (The Library of Con-
gress doesn’t note this, but
Edison came up with the
idea of green-only light
strands to get back at those
who called him a nerd.)

You will go to 37 more
stores before finding new
strands of colored lights.
You will briefly consider

buying enough strands for
next year as well, but then
you’ll think, “No, that’s
stupid. I’m sure I’ll be able
to use this year’s strands
over again.” You are a naive
idiot. Don’t worry, that is
normal.

Having purchased 25
new strands of colored
lights, you will unbox them
and find they come pre-
tangled and tied together
with approximately 700
twisty ties. You will spend
the next week unpacking
your new lights and then,
finally ready to decorate,
you will string them across
the bushes in front of your
house, covering every area
neatly and evenly.

You will then plug the
lights in and find that three
strands do not work. You
will spend two hours look-
ing for the malfunctioning
bulbs before realizing no
person in history has ever
successfully found a mal-
functioning bulb. You will
suspect the idea that one
bad bulb is screwing up an
entire strand is just another
trick concocted by that
vengeful nerd, Edison.

In a fit of rage, you will
rip the lights off the bushes
and stomp around the yard
screaming, at which point a
neighbor will walk by and
say how nice your Christ-
mas decorations are look-
ing.

You are now done.
At least until March,

when you will wind all the
light strewn across your
yard into a large ball and
stuff it in a corner of the
garage.

Merry Christmas.

rhuppke@chicagotribune.com

Outdoor Christmas strands: 
An expert’s tangled lights guide

Rex W. Huppke

Last year’s light strands will appear to have congealed into a large mass. Don’t be intimidated.

TOOGA
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For families that don’t
have much money, nothing
says Christmas like lay-
away.

The department store
installment plan that allows
customers to pick out gifts
and pay for them over the
course of several months
has been a staple of Ameri-
can life since the Great
Depression.

While the concept of
“buying on time” has taken
on a new meaning in recent
years with the proliferation
of credit cards, layaway has
long been the only extended
payment option available to
low-income families that
can’t obtain credit.

Christmas, more than
any other holiday, is when
it really comes in handy.

For many children, lay-
away has meant the differ-
ence between waking up on
Christmas morning to a
shiny new bicycle or the
disappointment of learning
that Santa, for some reason
or another, flew right over
their house without stop-
ping.

It is heartwarming to
know that there are
wealthy people like media
mogul Tyler Perry in the
world who still understand
that.

Perry recently paid off
the layaway accounts at
Walmart for about 1,500
strangers in the Atlanta
area. That amounted to
about $434,000.

In a video released on
Instagram, Perry acknowl-
edged the good deed, after
first trying to remain

anonymous.
“If you have a layaway …

and it was in there as of
9:30 this morning … I have
paid for all of your layaways
for Christmas. So Merry
Christmas,” he said.

A few days later, Kid
Rock followed Perry’s lead
and spent $81,000 to pay
off 350 layaways at his local
Walmart in Nashville,
Tenn.

Layaway can be a great
thing if you’re able to set
aside money and pay on it a
little bit at a time, but many
people tend to wait until
the final day to try to come
up with the entire balance.

The problem with lay-
away, though, is that most
people who don’t have the
money to pay for things
upfront won’t have it four
months later. They could
end up losing not only the
items they had put aside
but also must often pay a
cancellation fee and forfeit
the service fee, if one was
required.

Walmart, for example,
allowed people to open
their Christmas layaway
plans on Aug. 31. The final
payment had to be made
and the items picked up by
Monday. The mere fact that
there were so many out-
standing layaway balances
as of Dec. 6, when Perry
paid them off, shows that a
lot of people fit into the
latter category.

“I know it’s hard times
and a lot of people are
struggling. I’m just really,
really grateful to be able to
be in a situation to do this.
So God bless you. Go get
your stuff,” Perry added in
the video.

Other than their celebri-
ty status, the two men seem
to have nothing in com-
mon, on the surface, at
least.

Perry, a successful direc-
tor and actor whose film
studio is in Atlanta, knows
firsthand what it’s like to
grow up poor. He has
talked openly about his
childhood in New Orleans
in a family marked by pov-
erty and physical abuse.

Kid Rock’s childhood, on
the other hand, was the
epitome of the upper mid-
dle class. The singer-song-
writer grew up on a 6-acre
estate in a small, rural town
near Detroit, in a colonial
house with an apple or-
chard in the backyard.

His father owned several
car dealerships. Perry’s
father was a carpenter who
barely made ends meet.

Kid Rock is a staunch
Republican and defender of
Donald Trump. Perry
threw his full support be-
hind Hillary Clinton, and
has recently said he’d
rather have a president
who wasn’t so divisive.

The point here is that the
holidays give us all an op-
portunity to be our best. It’s
a time when we should put
our differences aside and
concentrate on the things
that we have in common as
Americans.

But most of all, it’s a time
to reach out to those who
are less fortunate and let
them know that they aren’t
in their struggle alone.

Perry certainly isn’t the
first person who has paid
off people’s layaway during
Christmas. Americans
seem to have recognized
for a long time that paying
off layaways is one of the
best ways to have a direct
impact on someone’s life.

A secret Santa walked
into a Walmart in Pennsyl-
vania the week before and
paid off every single lay-
away account. That came to
$29,000. A few days later, a

couple in a Clarksville,
Tenn., spent $77,000 to pay
off layaway accounts at the
Walmart in their city.

The same thing has
happened in Vermont, New
York, Colorado and other
states.

In those places, at least,
there are some parents who
are going to be less stressed
out from worrying about
how they’re going to pro-
vide for their children this
holiday season.

More important, though,

there will be a whole lot of
kids who will get to keep on
believing in Santa and feel
the joy that the holiday
season brings.

dglanton@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @dahleeng

Merry Christmas,
your layaway is paid

EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION 

Tyler Perry, top, and Kid Rock paid off layaway accounts for people at local Walmarts. 

PAUL SANCYA/ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Dahleen Glanton

A secret Santa walked into a Walmart in Pennsylvania ... and paid off every single layaway account. That came
to $29,000. A few days later, a couple in a Clarksville, Tenn., spent $77,000 to pay off layaway accounts at the

Walmart in their city. The same thing has happened in Vermont, New York, Colorado and other states.
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cases for more than a dozen clients without
their consent and pocketed the money. 

Margolis was initially charged with 36
felony counts of theft, theft by deception,
misappropriation of financial institution
property, continuing a financial crimes
enterprise and forgery. But in a plea
agreement, he pleaded guilty to a single
theft count. He faces up to three years in
prison and a maximum fine of $25,000 at
sentencing in June. He declined to com-
ment after his brief hearing at the Leighton
Criminal Court Building.

Margolis, now 64, lives in Los Angeles
and has been trying to find work as a
screenwriter, attorneys confirmed.

The Chicago Tribune detailed his trou-
bles in a front-page story in May 2016, a
week after he was indicted on charges he
stole more than $1.1 million from clients. At

the time, some of them said they had to
postpone retirement, had to sell their
homes and struggled to get by. When he
worked in Chicago, Margolis lived in a posh
Highland Park home and impressed clients
with a flashy office in the Loop.

His law license was suspended in 2013
and formally revoked in 2015. 

His arrest baffled local attorneys who
knew Margolis as a Northwestern Law
School graduate from a family of well-
known and accomplished lawyers.

lbowean@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @lollybowean

A former personal injury lawyer pleaded
guilty to theft Monday for settling his
clients’ cases without their knowledge and
pocketing the settlement money.

Jordan Margolis blew some of the
money promoting a character he called
“Excuseman,” skewering those who “mess
up and don’t fess up.” In that role, he would
don a shiny blue body suit with the letters
XQ over his chest, an orange skullcap and
cape, and purple bandit mask, and tell
corny jokes.

Margolis offered no excuses Monday as
he stood in a dark business suit as he
pleaded guilty before Judge Erica Reddick.
Assistant State’s Attorney Wayne Jakalski
told the judge that Margolis settled person-
al injury, wrongful death and car crash

‘Excuseman’ lawyer pleads
guilty to stealing from clients

Jordan Margolis and alter ego Excuseman

By Lolly Bowean | Chicago Tribune

Every year (well,
twice), we host my
son’s flag football
team at our home for
an end-of-the-season
chili bash.

Nine or 10 kids and
one or two or three of
their parents/step-
parents fill our little

kitchen and living room and basement
and eat and drink and laugh and run (the
kids do most of the running). It’s lovely.

Their football season ends in Decem-
ber, so the party is also an incentive to get
our holiday act together — tree up,
stockings hung, wreath on the front door,
outdoor lights strung.

The Sunday prior, we bought a tree and
mounted it in its stand.

The Tuesday prior, I put “Elf” on the
TV, whipped up some hot chocolates,
hauled the ornaments down from the
attic, told my kids to ignore their
homework and got to work making the
house look warm and inviting.

By the time Saturday — party day —
rolled around, the house and its inhab-
itants were ready.

The clock struck 5. Friends rolled in
bearing food and drink. Coats piled up on
the bed. Desserts filled the table. Kids
disappeared into the basement, land of
the footballs and strewn-about toys.

And then the tree fell.
The carefully selected, painstakingly

erected, perfectly lighted, lovingly deco-
rated tree, standing firm for six days and
six nights, crashed to the floor, sending
pine needles and glass shards and tree
water everywhere.

So much for warm and inviting.
My husband and my son’s coaches

lifted the tree back into its stand and
spent the next half hour or so lying on the
floor, working to re-secure it, trying not
to draw blood. The rest of us scurried
around with towels and garbage bags,
sweeping away the sad remnants of
cherished holidays past. (Just kidding. I
got most of the ornaments on clearance at
Target last year. We put the cherished
ones on a little pink tree in another
room.)

Anyway, it was quite a scene.
And, naturally, a lesson. (You guys

knew a lesson was coming.)
It’s wonderful and worthy to fill your

home with light and color and festive
decor, but holiday cheer can’t be pur-
chased from a store. Not even Target.

Holiday cheer is kids running around
like a bunch of bison in the basement,
maybe, possibly creating enough rever-
berations to knock over a tree in the living
room above.

Holiday cheer is setting down your
chili and your drink to grab a towel or a
broom and laugh with your friend as you
clean up her colossal mess.

A friend noted afterward that her
favorite comment of the night was, “I
thought there was water in this base? Oh
(motioning to the floor), there it is.”

Holiday cheer is standing to the side,
directing a couple of flag football coaches
trying desperately to straighten a tree in
its stand. “A little to the left. Nope, too far.
Better. Better.”

Holiday cheer is finding a handful of
ornaments that didn’t break and joyfully,
victoriously hanging them back on the
now sort of mangled branches.

Holiday cheer is refilling your drink
when you’re done.

Holiday cheer is knowing how incred-
ibly blessed you are to have friends who
show up, friends who laugh, friends who
help, friends who appreciate your efforts
and nod along in recognition and solidar-
ity when those efforts fall short.

I set out to create a warm and wintry
scene, to show off a house where
traditions are honored and decorations
are displayed in a timely manner.

The decorations had a mind of their
own, and I’m glad they did.

There was a time in my life when that
sort of mishap would have left me mildly
mortified — convinced I wasn’t cut out
for hosting, certain I was barely cut out
for adulthood, embarrassed at my inabil-
ity to even decorate properly, for Pete’s
sake.

That time has passed. This time is
better. This time leaves more room for
gratitude and laughter and a sense of
we’re-all-in-this-togetherness that’s
tough to pull off when you’re worried
about appearances.

This time reminds me a tree is never
more gorgeous than when it’s sur-
rounded by friends, even when that tree
is splayed horizontal on the floor and the
friends are tiptoeing around it, trying not
to step on glass, sweeping and laughing
and helping clean up life’s latest mess.

Join the Heidi Stevens Balancing Act
Facebook group, where she hosts live chats
every Wednesday at noon. This week,
author Linda Gartz will discuss her book,
“Redlined: A Memoir of Race, Change, and
Fractured Community in 1960s Chicago.”

hstevens@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @heidistevens13

Tree crashes
party, brings
out friends’
holiday best 

Heidi
Stevens

A volunteer for a candidate for alderman
of the 15th Ward was shot while on
Facebook Live as he was out canvassing the
West Englewood neighborhood Sunday,
officials said.

Maxwell Omowale Justice, 32, a volun-
teer for the Joseph Williams campaign, is
speaking to the camera when shots can be
heard in the video. 

The shooting took place while Williams
was a few houses away with his two
children, as a group from the campaign
tried to get affidavits from residents
following a challenge to Williams’ peti-
tions, said Erin Ellenbolt, Williams’ cam-
paign manager.

“Maxwell had just shown up and he was
handing out flyers as well and trying to get
signatures,” Ellenbolt said.

Police said the shooting happened about
1:45 p.m. Sunday in the 6600 block of South
Marshfield Avenue. Justice was hit once in
the leg when a man in a red ski mask

opened fire as Justice stood on the
sidewalk. No arrests have been made.

Justice drove himself to Little Company
of Mary Hospital in Evergreen Park, where
he was treated and released. Reached
Monday morning, Justice said he was

resting and wasn’t ready
to speak more. In social
media posts, he shared
an image of his bleeding
leg.

“Stay prayed up. I
prayed before I went
canvassing and God
looked out,” he wrote.

Ellenbolt noted that
this year a man canvass-
ing ahead of the

midterm elections was fatally shot in
Detroit. “It’s what we’re fighting for, it’s the
violence in Englewood and the violence in
the 15th Ward that we’re trying to combat,”
Ellenbolt said. “It’s made it personal for
Joseph, I know that. He and Maxwell are
incredibly close friends.

“It’s finding that balance between per-

sonal safety and it’s also what makes this
campaign so important,” she said.

Ald. Raymond Lopez, who currently
serves the 15th Ward and is seeking
re-election, put out a statement about the
shooting Sunday.

“Campaign or not, it is completely
unacceptable and unfortunate that some-
one would feel compelled to shoot at
someone simply because they didn’t recog-
nize them from the community,” Lopez
wrote. “This is the same type of mindless
gun violence we have seen in other
neighborhoods. It must be confronted and
addressed directly and without excuses.”

In a Facebook post, Justice said he feels
lucky to have survived.

“Blessed and thankful to be in the land of
the living,” he wrote. “Be safe and watchful;
the enemy is busy.”

Having been so close to the gunfire,
Ellenbolt also said the shooting does not
change anything for her and her choice to
knock on strangers’ doors.

“I believe in (Williams) so strongly so I’ll
probably be out there again soon.”

Campaign volunteer is shot

Justice

By Katherine Rosenberg-Douglas
Chicago Tribune

A measure aimed at tightening the rules
for awarding public tax dollars to private
developments, which could imperil more
than $1 billion in subsidies Mayor Rahm
Emanuel wants for high-profile projects
near downtown, got derailed in a City
Council committee Monday.

Supporters of the “TIF Back to Basics
Ordinance” said they were confident they
had the votes to get the long-stalled
proposal through the Finance Committee.
But before they could find out, committee
chair Ald. Edward Burke asked if any of his
colleagues wanted to call for a quorum.
The meeting was three aldermen short of
that standard, and Burke immediately
recessed the committee until Tuesday.

Emanuel’s administration will now work
to make sure enough of their allies attend
the Tuesday meeting to vote down the plan.

At issue is the future of the city’s tax
increment financing program, the huge pot
of property tax money that Emanuel and
predecessor Mayor Richard M. Daley have

for decades used as a carrot to developers
to lower the cost of private construction
projects by paying for infrastructure up-
grades and other needed improvements.

The ordinance would require the city to
give TIF money only to projects that
wouldn’t get built without it, by showing
the area where the construction is to take
place suffers from blight or lack of
investment

That was the original intent of tax
increment financing when the state legisla-
ture passed it, but in the decades since, the
city has drawn criticism for awarding
hundreds of millions of dollars in TIF
assistance to projects getting built in
desirable neighborhoods in and around
downtown.

Emanuel announced this fall that he
wants to create several new TIF districts
before he leaves office next year, one
encompassing the North Branch Industrial
Corridor that’s set to include the Lincoln
Yards development, an enormous housing,
office and entertainment district planned
by developer Sterling Bay in Lincoln Park.

Another would include The 78, the
vacant parcel in the South Loop that
Amazon looked at before opting for other
cities for its new headquarters sites. He
wants one at the long-vacant lakefront
Michael Reese Hospital site. And the
mayor also wants to use TIF money to
make improvements to the Tribune Media
site along the river downtown.

Ald. Scott Waguespack, 32nd, said it isn’t
certain the projects at those locations need
public money. “It doesn’t matter what the
mayor says, it’s the state law,” Waguespack
said. “And he has to follow what the state
law is, and he’s failed to do that over the
years.

“That’s why two years ago we were
pushing this, and years before,” he said.

“To create more transparency, so that
taxpayers know what they are forced to pay
for, and if all these projects and the new
creation of TIFs are meeting the ‘but for’
test.”

jebyrne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @_johnbyrne

Vote delayed on plan to limit tax subsidies
By John Byrne | Chicago Tribune

The casket of the Rev. James Bass, a church leader, World War II veteran and civil rights activist, is followed by his widow, Helyn, dur-
ing the recessional at his funeral Monday at House of Hope in Pullman. The reverend organized Mount Olive Baptist Church, 5729 W.
Chicago Ave., in 1956 after he served in the Army, according to information provided by Gatling’s Chapel. He also was a civil rights
activist known for introducing the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. to Chicago’s West Side. In 1965, when King was in Chicago, Bass and the
Rev. Morgan James arranged an open meeting at Pulaski Road and Lexington Street.
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Winter, said she and her
husband lived near him
elsewhere in Palatine be-
fore the couple moved to
Arizona two or three years
ago. Winter said she had
returned to the Chicago
area several weeks ago to
help care for her son after
he suffered a stroke.

Winter recalled that be-
fore Polly Vaughan moved
away, her son used to visit
his mother regularly for
Sunday dinner.

Winter was shocked by
the deaths and described
Polly and her husband as
“two great people.”

“She loved gardening and
going for walks,” Winter

A Palatine man who
called 911 to say he was
involved in a murder later
sped his car at officers who
came to investigate and was
shot and killed by an officer
he injured. 

Authorities say they then
found the remains of the
man’s mother, who had
been stabbed multiple
times, inside her son’s
apartment.

Palatine police were
summoned to the 300 block
of Brockway Street just be-
fore 2 a.m. Sunday when
Leslie Vaughan called 911 to

report “that a mur-
der had occurred
and that he was
involved,” accord-
ing to a police
news release.

The call then
disconnected, but
as two officers
who responded
were outside the
apartment speak-
ing to a resident, Vaughan
was sitting in his car watch-
ing them, according to po-
lice.

Vaughan then acceler-
ated the vehicle at high
speed through the parking
lot and onto the grass, di-
rectly at the officers and the

resident, police
said. 

A 13-year veter-
an police officer
narrowly dodged
the oncoming car,
but the resident
and a four-year
veteran officer
were struck by the
vehicle before it
slammed into the

apartment building, police
said. 

The officer who was
struck was able to fire his
gun and hit Vaughan multi-
ple times, killing him, police
said.

A short time later, police
discovered the body of

Vaughan’s mother, 74-year-
old Polly Vaughan, of Pe-
oria, Ariz., who officials said
had been stabbed to death
in her son’s apartment.

Palatine police were con-
tinuing to investigate her
death Monday night, and
the Cook County Major
Case Assistance Team was
investigating the shooting
by the officer.

Both the officer and the
resident who were struck
by Leslie Vaughan’s car
were treated at a local
hospital and released, said
officials, who did not re-
lease their names.

A former neighbor of
Polly Vaughan, Michael

said. “They seemed like
very pleasant people.”

An autopsy performed
Monday on Leslie Vaughan
indicate he died of multiple
gunshot wounds.

Records indicate Leslie
Vaughan filed for bank-
ruptcy in 2017, listing his
address in the same block
where the shooting and
stabbing took place. 

He listed his occupation
as sales associate at an Oak
Brook men’s clothing store.

The Associated Press con-
tributed.

rmccoppin@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @RobertMcCoppin

Man calls in murder, drives at cops, is killed
By Robert McCoppin
Chicago Tribune

Leslie Vaughan 

Classes will resume in
Geneva School District 304
Tuesday after teachers rati-
fied a five-year proposal
Monday afternoon.

The vote comes after
Geneva School District 304
and its teachers union
reached a tentative agree-
ment during lengthy con-
tract negotiations Sunday
into Monday. The deal came
about 3:20 a.m. Monday,
following 12 hours of nego-
tiations that started Sunday.

“We’ve been fighting to
be average in Kane County
and we got there, which is a
big step for us,” said Kevin
Gannon, the Geneva Educa-
tion Association president.

The union did not dis-
close the final ratification
tally but said the tentative

agreement earned yes votes
from at least two-thirds of
its membership of more
than 450 educators.

“Progress was made be-
cause we remained com-
mitted to collaboration,
compromise and doing
what’s best for our stu-
dents,” Gannon said in a
statement. “We’d like to
thank the community for
their continued support.
We believe it was that push
from the community that
brought us across the finish
line.”

“We are happy to an-
nounce that at 3:22 a.m. this
morning, the board and the
GEA have reached a tenta-
tive agreement on a new
five-year collective bargain-
ing agreement,” Geneva dis-
trict officials announced
Monday morning. “Infor-
mation on ratification and

details to follow.”
Gannon did not release

details on the five-year con-
tract Monday, waiting until
the school board has a
closer look at the deal.
However, he did disclose it
will include both the tradi-
tional step-and-lane salary
schedule union members
supported and the alterna-
tive salary schedule the dis-
trict preferred.

The agreement better
compensates teachers with
advanced degrees, Gannon
said. Megan Wassell, a first-
grade teacher at Western
Avenue School, said she
earned her master’s this
summer. The tentative
agreement guarantees her
pay will reflect her level of
education, she said.

“This and other offers
from the board will help us
attract and maintain quality

teachers,” said Wassell, who
grew up in Geneva and
whose mother was a Ge-
neva teacher. “We want
teachers to come to the best
community in the world
and continue the tradition
of excellence that we have
come to expect.”

Gannon described the
deal as a “compromise” in
which both sides had some
victories in the agreement.

“It’s not everything that
we were asking for, but a
good negotiated deal typi-
cally doesn’t give you every-
thing you wanted,” said
Gannon. He noted the new
agreement doesn’t reduce
insurance premium costs
for members, as an exam-
ple.

District officials sent out
another statement Monday
afternoon, confirming
classes resume Tuesday.

“The board would like to
thank the community for
their ongoing support of our
schools and students,”
school board members said
in the statement. “We look
forward to working to-
gether with our teachers to
maintain and enhance the
high quality education pro-
vided in District 304.”

Teachers walked out

Dec. 4 after negotiations
over the course of 10
months broke down. The
current contract expired in
August.

Because of the strike,
more than 5,800 students
have missed nearly a week
of school. 

raguerrero@tribpub.com
Twitter @rafaguerrero14

Geneva teachers ratify new
5-year contract, ending strike

More than 100 teachers walked the picket line Dec. 4. 
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By Rafael Guerrero
The Courier-News

Redevelopment of
Naperville’s Fifth Avenue
property hinges on if Du-
Page Children’s Museum
will be part of the plan, but
the council shouldn’t ex-
pect a recommendation on
that until early next year,
City Manager Doug Krieger
said.

An advisory group of
council members, city staff
and museum board mem-
bers was expected to issue
an opinion by the end of
November but needs more
time, Krieger told the
Naperville City Council on
Tuesday.

While “we are making
progress every week,” he
said, it won’t be until mid-
January that the group will
have a “better feel” for what
it wants to recommend, he
said.

The group is looking for
other sites in Naperville
where the museum could
relocate but a move for
museum — which has been
at 301 N. Washington St.
since 2001 — would be big
and would need to “abso-
lutely be something that’s in
the best interest for them
and the city,” Krieger said.

The city-owned land on
which the museum sits has
been identified as an ideal

spot for a commuter park-
ing structure as it’s south of
the train tracks, the area
from which most travel to
reach the station. A parking
deck on that parcel would
mean commuters could
make a right-turn out of the
lot, which is more efficient
than making a left-turn,
officials say.

Councilman John Krum-
men said the museum is
“one of the prime gems of
Naperville” but it is is going
to have to move due to
parking, traffic and safety
concerns.

“Any other discussion is
immaterial until this is
solved,” Krummen said.
“I’m driving the lane and
making the decision we
need to put as much com-

muter parking as we can
where the children’s muse-
um is.”

In addition to the muse-
um question, the council
has not yet decided if it
wants to add 250 to 400
new commuter parking
spaces to the current 1,681
spaces, as recommended by
staff. Concerns about the
city’s management of the
current permit parking pro-
gram and
the uncertainty over how
many vehicles that will be
using it
in the future clouds the dis-
cussion.

“Transit-oriented devel-
opment projects are ex-
tremely challenging,” said
Geoff Dickinson, of SB
Friedman. Naperville hired

SB Friedman to serve as
“city advocate” in naviga-
ting the public-private part-
nership expected to come
out of 5th Avenue redevel-
opment.

The issues Naperville is
grappling with are the kinds
of things with which all
public-private partnerships
struggle, he said. “Parking is
always the first big chal-
lenge,” Dickinson said.

Ryan Cos. has been work-
ing on gathering communi-
ty input on the redevelop-
ment of the 13 city-owned
acres and developing con-
cepts since October 2017.

Dickinson said now is the
time for council members to
give Ryan Cos. policy direc-
tion so it can move forward
with concepts and plans.

“I don’t know where that
recession line is, but there is
some sensitivity to time,”
Dickinson said. “We think
at this level policy direction
is appropriate because (you
can) take another whack at
it once it’s narrowed down
to a preliminary plan.”

Naperville expects to
schedule a city council
workshop at the end of
January to discuss other
policy directions, including
affordable housing, for the
development.

ehegarty@tribpub.com
Twitter @erin_hegarty

DuPage Children’s Museum move delayed

The DuPage Children’s Museum may need to relocate as

part of the Fifth Avenue redevelopment.

STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

By Erin Hegarty
Naperville Sun
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pletely desensitized. Then it hap-
pens to someone you know.”

Even before the most recent
announcement of increased staff,
Northwestern officials have been
keenly aware of the issue. The
availability and adequacy of men-
tal health support long has riled
students and parents, and
prompted a campus protest on
Wednesday.

Before the fall quarter began,
Telles-Irvin sent a letter to par-
ents detailing the mental health
services available on campus. As
part of that, Northwestern Presi-
dent Morton Schapiro empha-
sized the need for mutual out-
reach.

“We also need parents and
families, staff and faculty, and
fellow students to all work to-
gether to alert us if they see a
member of the community strug-
gling, so that we can provide the
necessary support,” he wrote to
the campus community.

Northwestern’s experience is
not uncommon among universi-
ties and is not happening in a
vacuum, experts say, with stu-
dents increasingly arriving on
campus with mental health is-
sues. Multiple schools nationally
have experienced a series of
deaths among talented students
whose lives seemed full of prom-
ise. National studies reveal an
increasing demand for mental
health services and growing pro-
portions of students reporting
suicidal thoughts, even though
the actual rate of suicide has not
grown much, experts say.

“What’s increased more dra-
matically is more students both
coming to campus with mental
health issues and developing
mental health issues while
they’re in college,” said Nance
Roy, chief clinical officer at Jed
Foundation, a New York-based
nonprofit for suicide prevention
in young adults. “Certainly there’s
a tremendous increase in the
number of students who are
seeking help, which is good news.
The downside to that is it’s very
hard to keep up with demand.”

Although every case is differ-
ent, and it is impossible to pin-
point exactly what leads to sui-
cide, the deaths of four under-
graduates in a year has prompted
students to question what may be
contributing to the issue and if
the university was doing enough
in response.

“I think people are just open-
ing their eyes to it more and
thinking about why it’s happen-
ing,” said Christine Lee, 20, a
junior. “I know not everyone
struggles with mental health, but
I can’t help but wonder if the
environment here contributes to
that at all. There’s a lot of pressure
here, definitely, to be the best.”

Suicide is the second leading
cause of death for people ages 10
to 34, according to 2016 data from
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. It is the third

most common cause of death for
Illinoisans ages 1 to 17, 18 to 24
and 25 to 44, according to recent
data from the Illinois Department
of Public Health.

In 2017, 162 young adults in
Illinois ages 18 to 24 took their
own lives.

Around the country, campuses
have been confronted with rashes
of suicides. Fourteen students at
University of Pennsylvania died
of suicide between February 2013
and August 2017, according to
The Daily Pennsylvanian. Six

students at Cornell University
took their lives between October
2009 and March 2010. Four
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology students took their lives in
2015, contributing to a larger
trend of the Cambridge-based
institution recording a signifi-
cantly higher rate of student
suicides than the national aver-
age.

A 2018 study by Brigham and
Women’s Hospital, which is
linked with Harvard Medical
School, concluded 1 in 5 college
students has considered suicide.
An annual report from the Center
for Collegiate Mental Health at
Pennsylvania State University
found that college counseling
centers recorded increases in the
number of students seeking treat-
ment who represented a “threat
to self” for seven straight years.

Cindy Liu, lead author of the
Brigham study, said in a state-
ment that her team’s survey
results showed “an urgent need to
help students reduce their expe-
rience of overwhelming levels of
stress during college,” and that
exposure to stress is strongly
linked to diagnoses of mental
health struggles, self-harm and
suicidal ideation.

Northwestern has partnered
with the Jed Foundation to assess
its approach to student mental
health over a four-year period.
One strategy growing out of that
has been to encourage a “see

something, say something” ap-
proach for students. Educating
students about the available men-
tal health services also is a
required part of undergraduate
orientation.

“We know that students often
turn to each other for help before
they turn to anyone else,” said Roy
of the Jed Foundation. “We really
need to reinforce the notion that
everyone has a role to play in
protecting student health.
There’s no wrong door for stu-
dents to walk through to get
support.”

At Northwestern, a recurring
complaint about campus mental
health services is that its mental
health center is understaffed and
students face long waitlists to see
a counselor.

That criticism mounted after
the 2015 death of Jason Arkin, a
junior from Kansas. His parents
told The Daily Northwestern that
he had been put on a waitlist for
counseling despite having a docu-
mented history of depression and
expressing thoughts of self-harm.

The Arkins later helped launch
a suicide prevention organization
called Speak Up and have rou-
tinely called on Northwestern to
improve its approach to the issue.

Former student Stephanie
Bernstein said she also struggled
finding treatment for depression
and anxiety, and repeatedly wrote
to campus leaders in hopes of
sparking improvements in cam-

pus mental health care, but to no
avail. On graduation day, not long
after she had sent one such email,
her close friend Angelica Wilson
was found dead.

“This didn’t just happen with
Angel or Ananya. I’ve watched
this happen for four years,” said
Bernstein, who graduated from
Northwestern this year. “I think
universities have a responsibility
to take care of these students.”

Telles-Irvin said many stu-
dents say they have benefited
from the university’s mental
health services; indeed, some
students praised Northwestern’s
efforts.

“I know when I first came here,
they made sure we knew that if
we were struggling, there are all
kinds of resources we can use,”
said Erika Arvay, 23, a graduate
student. “I don’t really know
what else they could do.”

But if Jessell’s death showed
anything, it’s that the problem
remains on campus.

“I think people are sadly used
to it now,” said Amaka
Nwaezeigwe, 18, a sophomore.
“For some of the other students
who died, it didn’t affect me as
much. But (Daniel) was in my
class. It’s a weird concept to think
someone in my class who would
have graduated with me is gone
now.”

drhodes@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @rhodes_dawn

‘I think people are sadly used to it now’
NU, from Page 1

NU has partnered with the Jed Foundation, a nonprofit for suicide prevention in young adults, to weigh its approach to student mental health. 
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Angelica Wilson, 22, pictured

during Senior Week in June, died

that month. She was one of four

Northwestern University students

who took their lives this year. 
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from Park Forest on his fourth
mission downtown, said, “I think
this is a very inspiring and beauti-
ful experience because these peo-
ple they seem to have nothing, but
they have a lot more than that. It
makes me feel good to help them.”

His dad, Thomas Desmond,
who chaperoned the trip, said,
“It’s nice to see them putting their
faith in action.”

As the conversation continued,
others approached with gestures
of kindness.

A young couple discreetly han-
ded Tony two bags of snacks, one
for him and one for his dog.

Tara and Kyle Hamilton are
among 13 friends from Valparaiso,
Ind. who every Christmas get
together and make care packages
to deliver to Chicago’s homeless.

“They deserve to be warm and
fed this holiday, too,” Tara said.
“And there’s always someone with
a dog. A lot of people can’t go to
the shelter because they have a
pet.”

Between State and Dearborn,
along Washington Street, the
group found Andrew, a “traveler”
who has been on the road for
about eight years.

“I’ve been all over Canada,
Mexico, Central America and
South America,” he told Sobieck
and the kids. Chicago, he added, is
a stop along the way to St. Louis
and then New Orleans.

His makeshift home spanned
the entryway of an empty build-
ing. While his two friends were off
looking for a restroom, he was
keeping an eye on the group’s
three dogs.

“I used to play my banjo for
money,” he said.

“I have had the most incredible
people help me out — they stop
and have a conversation with me.
But I’ve also had some of the

Sister Mary Jo Sobieck may be
famous for the perfect fast ball she
threw before a White Sox game
last summer, but it’s the pitch she
makes for compassion toward
people living on the margins that
defines her as a Christian and
human being.

Four times a year, Sobieck, who
teaches religion at Marian Catho-
lic High School in Chicago
Heights, leads students into Chi-
cago to “return dignity to the
people living on the streets.”

On Saturday morning, as the
temperature struggled to rise
above the 20s, she and some 40
students met at the Flossmoor
train station for a journey out of
their comfort zone. Toting bags
filled by a local women’s organiza-
tion with blankets, snacks, toilet-
ries and gloves, the group rode the
train into Millennium Station be-
fore taking to the streets.

Sobieck led a group of freshman
west on Randolph Street. At
Wabash, they encountered a
young man named Tony sitting
against the concrete of the Mar-
shall Field’s building. At his feet,
his dog Gibson snuggled under
blankets, while a cardboard sign
read “We could really use a
miracle.”

The irony of a nun walking up
to answer his prayers is noticed by
several passersby.

Sobieck’s mission extends be-
yond temporary relief. While
shoppers and workers look away
from the homeless, she looks them
in eye, offers a hug and engages
them in conversation. She wants
to know their story, where they’ve
been, where they’re headed.

Meeting people where they’re
at, especially if that location is on

the edge of society, is what Jesus
Christ did, Sobieck said.

“This is Marian Catholic High
School, and we teach about Jesus
Christ and who did he hang
around with the most? The people
on the margins,” she said.

“We have to help kids under-
stand that if you’re a Christian,
these are the people you engage
with. True power and authority is
not about privilege and preemi-
nence and what you’re gonna get
or rise up to in a worldly way,” she
explained. 

“We rise up when we meet
people where they are.”

Sobieck asked Tony whether he
has a warm place for the night. He
does not.

Then she invited him to share
with the teens the kind of wisdom
that can only come from having
lived hardship.

Tony explained that he and his
girlfriend had backpacked from
California to Chicago, stopping in
New Mexico, Kentucky and South
Dakota. Along the way, they en-
countered hardship and an acci-
dent that has kept them on the
street.

As he pulled the bottle of water
from his gift bag and filled Gib-
son’s bowl, he told the kids that it’s
important to “stay optimistic, no
matter what.”

The gathering caught the eye of
Jermaine, a homeless middle-
aged man who, when asked by
Sobieck how he’s doing, said, “I’m
blessed.”

Jermaine’s advice to the stu-
dents?

“Hang in there. Growing up we
never had much. The only thing
we had was faith in God. You
always hope that tomorrow will
be a better day,” he said. “You’ve to
hang on to that hope.”

Matthew Desmond, a senior

rudest, meanest people, too. I’ve
had milkshakes thrown at me. I
got stabbed in Lawrence, Kan. I’ve
had Christians judge me up and
down and treat me in a horrible
way. And then people who don’t
believe in God treat me wonder-
ful.”

Sobieck said, “Some of those
Christians forget who Christ was.
This right here is Christ.”

Andrew’s advice for the stu-
dents: “Just love everyone around
you. Treat everyone like you
would want to be treated.”

At that point, a woman walked
up and handed him a $5 bill.

“Thank you,” he said, adding,
one never knows when kindness
will approach.

Moved by the men’s resolve and
the serendipity of compassion,
freshman Diego Lara, of Chicago
Heights, called the experience
heartwarming.

Haley Evenson, a freshman
from Hegewisch, added, “Even if
you’re down so low, good things
can always happen.”

Truly feeling life’s emotions as
opposed to trying to hide from
them, Sobieck said, builds resil-
ience.

The youngest of 10 children,
Sobieck, 50, grew up in central

Minnesota, where in addition to
developing an athletic prowess,
she learned humility and compas-
sion.

“We had a wood stove and we
had a garden. Everybody worked
together,” she said, adding, “The
experiences you have as a child
shape who you become as an
adult.”

Soon after Sobieck came to
Marian in 2007, she took over the
mission club and began tending to
the homeless. She’s also led stu-
dents on mission trips to Mexico
and Haiti and on pilgrimages in
Portugal and Spain.

Homeless people, she said, are
among society’s most margin-
alized.

“So many just walk by and
disregard them,” she says. “I try
and do this four times a year. It
gives the kids an opportunity to
experience and integrate what
we’re learning in the classroom
about being Christian with the
real world. It’s about engaging the
human family.

“A book can teach something,”
she added, “but a life teaches so
much more.”

dvickroy@tribpub.com
Twitter @dvickroy

Nun gives Marian Catholic
students lesson in hope, charity

Matthew Desmond, a Marian Catholic senior, gives a care package to a

homeless man in Chicago on Saturday. Sister Mary Jo Sobieck is at left.
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was just as meaningful. “It’s
very heartwarming to know
you’ve made a difference in
someone’s life.”

In the hours after Jacob
was born on Feb. 15, 2016,
Negron had a bad feeling.
The baby — her third son —
wouldn’t latch on for
breastfeeding, and Negron
thought he just didn’t look
right. She thought she spot-
ted a blue tinge to Jacob’s
lips but saw the same thing
after her second son was
born, so she thought it was
normal. Doctors checked
the baby and couldn’t find
anything wrong.

“So we fell asleep,” Ne-
gron recalled.

Lopez said she had
started taking care of Ne-
gron and her baby at the
start of her 7 p.m. shift. Not
long after, she decided to
check on the family.

“God was the one who
told me to go into that
room,” Lopez said.

As soon as she entered,
Lopez saw signs of respira-
tory distress in Jacob; the
baby was making a gurgling
noise and was pale, she
recalled.

Lopez quickly wheeled
his bassinet into the NICU,
where “he starts to get blue

right before my eyes.”
The nurses and doctors

in the NICU hooked up
Jacob to a breathing tube
and conducted tests, Lopez
said.

“They took over,” Lopez
said. “All I did was bring the
baby in. They saved the
baby’s life.”

But Negron said Lopez
did more than that.

“She means the world to
us, my husband and I,” she
said.

Jacob, diagnosed with
the congenital heart condi-
tion Tetralogy of Fallot soon
after he was born, had his
first of two heart surgeries
at Lurie the day after he was

born, and spent his first
month of life there, Negron
said. Jacob, who is doing
well now, will require sur-
geries to continue to repair
his heart, she said, and his
third surgery is expected
around age 4 or 5.

Negron said she always
thought about Claudia, and
decided she wanted to meet
her when Jacob was about 6
months old. When the hos-
pital couldn’t provide Clau-
dia’s last name due to pri-
vacy reasons, Negron last
month took her quest to
Facebook.

“Help me find Claudia,”
the post said. “Claudia is the
one nurse who stands out.”

Negron tagged the hospi-
tal in the post and went on
to describe what happened
the day Jacob was born.

“I became that desperate
mom, in tears, in pain, in
shock, ready to destroy ev-
ery doctor who checked my
son out and didn’t realize
that my son was slowly
leaving us and unable to
breathe,” the post read. “It
took Claudia seconds to
realize that baby Jacob
wasn’t breathing due to a
simple little noise, a little
moan that most including
myself would easily mistak-
en. … But because of her he’s
here giving me grey hairs.

Stretching his terrible twos
into his threes.”

The post went on to
describe the support Ne-
gron and her husband felt
from Lopez in the hours
after Jacob was transferred,
and before she could go be
with him.

Hospital administrators
noticed the post and con-
tacted Lopez, asking if she’d
like to meet the family.
Lopez said yes, and the
meeting was set. Lopez said
the request and Negron’s
Facebook post warmed her
heart.

On Monday, Lopez said
she had always wondered
about Jacob. “He was defi-
nitely one of those cases. … I
always thought about
them.”

She said the experience
serves as a reminder when
she’s treated patients in the
years since caring for Jacob.

“I think about him when
I think I can’t check on a
patient because I’m busy,”
Lopez said. “I’ll say to my-
self, ‘Just go in there and
check on the baby.’ It’s really
stuck in my head.

“It’s a lesson,” she added.
“Don’t take a well baby for
granted.”

kthayer@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @knthayer

Nurse Claudia Lopez meets with Jacob Roman, 2, held by mother Vicelis Negron at Westlake Hospital in Melrose Park. 
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Mom reunites with ‘angel’
nurse who saved her baby’s life
Nurse, from Page 1

Soon after Jacob was born,

he was diagnosed with a

congenital heart condition.
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Sofer Neil Yerman
dipped a turkey feather
quill into an inkwell Sunday
and carefully traced the
letters on Congregation
Kneseth Israel’s Torah
scroll.

One by one, congregants
of the Elgin synagogue
stepped next to him to place
their hand on the quill as
Yerman repaired damaged
or fading letters. His fingers
guided the pen to form the
letters on the calfskin
parchment.

It was a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity for the
congregation’s members,
including Joelle Rockwood
and her 8-year-old son
Ryan.

“It’s an honor,” Joelle
Rockwood said. “It’s very
rare to have the opportunity
to do it.” She was also a bit
nervous. “I didn’t want to be
the one to mess up the
whole thing,” she said.

The scroll was rededi-
cated Sunday when Yerman
finished the restoration.

“It is so exciting to do this
at Hanukkah, which actu-
ally means ‘rededication,’”
Rabbi Margaret Frisch
Klein said. “Just like the
Maccabees rededicated the
sacred space of the Holy
Temple in Jerusalem, we at
CKI are rededicating this
sacred scroll.”

The Torah consists of five
books filled with stories,
laws and poetry that make
up the cornerstones of the
Jewish faith.

“Congregation Kneseth
Israel is fortunate in that we
have many Torah scrolls,”
Frisch Klein said. “Each
scroll contains the Five
Books of Moses and is
hand-lettered by a scribe on

animal skin parchment.”
Last year, the synagogue

joined with local Lutheran
churches and St. Mary’s
Catholic Church to have
Yerman — whose “sofer”
title means “scribe” — teach
about Hebrew calligraphy,
Frisch Klein said. Yerman
also evaluated the condition
of their scrolls, she said.

Yerman found one, called

the Montifiore Scroll, that
needed repair and spent a
year doing the work, Frisch
Klein said. The Montifiore
Scroll is the 23rd of 24
scrolls Sir Moses Montifiore
commissioned in the late
1880s or early 1890s, she
said.

If any of the 304,805
letters in the Torah is bro-
ken or faded, it’s forbidden
to read the passage, Yerman
said. “We feel better when
all of the letters aren’t dam-
aged,” he told the congrega-
tion. “There is a teaching
that every letter in the
Torah represents a child in
the Temple from the past,
present and future. The
Torah is us, the people. We
are all together in the Torah.

“This is where all the
children of Israel from all
time are represented,” Yer-
man said.

The restoration process

requires a scribe to use
special tools, including ko-
sher thread and parchment
paper. Finding an inkwell
can be difficult because
people don’t always know
what it is, Yerman said, and
the calligraphy needs prac-
tice to perfect.

“I’m still practicing, and
I’ve been doing this for 36
years,” he said. “One day, I
may get better at it.”

Helen Lindow grew up in
Congregation Kneseth Isra-
el and is the oldest member.
She said she found the
experience of writing in the
Torah deeply touching.

“It’s emotional,” she said.
“It hasn’t happened before,
and it won’t happen again.
The Torah is who we are
and what we live by.”

Gloria Casas is a freelance
reporter for The Courier-
News.

Suburban synagogue members
help scribe repair Torah scroll
By Gloria Casas
The Courier-News

Leah Gomberg, 6, listens Sunday as Neil Yerman explains the process he used to repair the

letters in one of Congregation Kneseth Israel’s Torah scrolls, which dates to the late 1800s.
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Members of Elgin’s Congre-

gation Kneseth Israel were

able to write in the Torah

with scribe Neil Yerman’s

help.

mer FOP leaders at-
tended court in a show of
support.

Angelo and his wife
regularly sat next to Van
Dyke’s wife, Tiffany, in
the courtroom gallery.
During breaks in the trial,
the former union presi-
dent often spoke to re-
porters gathered in the
media area in the court-
house’s front lobby.

In several of those in-
terviews — which the
Tribune recorded — An-
gelo qualified his com-
ments by telling reporters
he was not representing
the FOP or the Chicago
Police Department. In-
stead, he said he was
speaking as a retired de-
partment veteran with
two adult children now
on the police force and as
a Van Dyke family friend.

On Sept. 19, reporters
asked Angelo about the
death of Jon Burge, a
disgraced former Chicago
police commander who
went to prison for lying
about torturing African-
American suspects to co-
erce confessions to mur-
der.

Angelo prefaced his re-
marks by saying he had
been with the department
for 37 ½ years and noting
his last three years there
had been as the FOP
president.

Angelo then defended
Burge, saying, “I don’t
know that Jon Burge got a
fair shake based on the
years and years of service
that he gave the city. But
we’ll have to wait and see
how that eventually plays
out in history.”

That same day, the FOP
posted condolences for
Burge on social media as
well as a similarly sup-
portive message asserting
that the “full story” about
Burge had never been
told.

In the Oct. 5 letter
notifying union members
of the charges, however,
Preib characterized An-
gelo’s comments on Burge
as “inflammatory state-
ments that were not con-
doned by the Lodge and
which jeopardized the le-
gal and media strategy of
a high-profile criminal
case against a fellow
member.”

The letter, dated the
same day a Cook County
jury convicted Van Dyke
of second-degree murder
and aggravated battery,
alleged Angelo “failed to
engage in and carry on
such functions that will
serve the best interests of
this organization and our
membership.”

Reached Monday by
phone, Angelo declined to
comment for this story.

Preib and Graham, the
FOP president, could not
be reached for comment.
The FOP, though, has a
policy of not commenting
to the Tribune. A union
attorney also did not re-
turn the newspaper’s call.

Angelo had been FOP
president during a three-
year term rocked by the
fallout over the court-
ordered release of the
police dashboard camera
video showing Van Dyke,
a white officer, shooting
the black teen 16 times as
he walked away from po-
lice with a knife in his
hand.

In the 2017 union elec-
tion, members of the cur-

rent FOP leadership cam-
paigned on a vow to take a
more confrontational ap-
proach to reform, casti-
gating past union leaders
as too accommodating.
The union is currently in
court trying to stop a
consent decree and also
has fought Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s other reform
efforts at the state level
and through local labor
grievances.

The FOP has aligned
itself with President Don-
ald Trump, whose admin-
istration has argued too
much police oversight
could lead to increased
violence on the street — a
point on which the union
leadership agrees.

Preib has been particu-
larly outspoken, alleging
the media and civil rights
lawyers falsely accuse po-
lice of misconduct. The
union’s official communi-
cations have adopted this
theory, accusing media
outlets of nurturing a
“bloodthirsty antipathy to
the police.”

If found guilty of violat-
ing union bylaws, Angelo
could face a range of
penalties — from a writ-
ten sanction to a fine or
even expulsion from the
FOP.

Tuesday’s disciplinary
hearing is not open to the
public.

The three-member dis-
ciplinary panel will for-
ward its recommendation
to the full board, which
will vote on the allega-
tions. The board is not
slated to meet again until
January, though members
could call a special meet-
ing beforehand.

Besides Angelo’s com-
ments during the trial,
Preib’s letter to members
also said that the former
union president is coop-
erating with a book about
the Van Dyke case and
should be questioned if he
provided the author con-
fidential information on
the FOP.

Van Dyke was taken
into custody immediately
after his conviction Oct. 5
and is being held in pro-
tective custody at a
county jail in the Quad
Cities area about three
hours west of Chicago.

His guilty verdict
marked the first time in
half a century that a Chi-
cago police officer was
convicted of murder in an
on-duty incident.

No sentencing date has
been set, but Van Dyke is
expected in court Friday
at the next hearing in his
case.

The graphic dashcam
video of the shooting
sparked widespread out-
rage — as well as allega-
tions of a police cover-up
after officers’ reports con-
tradicted the video,
claiming McDonald had
lunged at Van Dyke and
his partner.

Testimony ended last
week in the trial of a
police detective and two
officers who were crimi-
nally charged with con-
spiring to cover up the
details of the shooting. A
judge who will decide the
defendants’ fate has said
she will announce her
decision Dec. 19.

Chicago Tribune’s Jason
Meisner and Dan Hinkel
contributed.

cmgutowski@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @christygutowsk1

Ex-leader of
police union
on hot seat
FOP, from Page 1

Tiffany Van Dyke, center, with Chicago Fraternal Order

of Police President Kevin Graham, left, and former FOP

President Dean Angelo Sr. during a pretrial hearing for

her husband, Jason Van Dyke, in September.
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NATION & WORLD

LONDON — Facing al-
most certain defeat, British
Prime Minister Theresa
May on Monday postponed
a vote in Parliament on her
Brexit deal, saying she
would go back to European
Union leaders to seek
changes to the divorce
agreement. 

With EU officials ada-
mant the withdrawal deal is
not up for renegotiation,
May’s move threw Britain’s
Brexit plans into disarray,
battered the pound and
intensified the country’s po-
litical crisis. 

Two-and-a-half years
after Britain voted to leave
the EU, and with departure
just over three months
away on March 29, the
country does not know on
what terms it will leave —
and whether May will still
be Britain’s leader when it
does.

In an emergency state-
ment to the House of Com-
mons, May accepted that
the divorce deal she struck
last month with EU leaders
was likely to be rejected “by
a significant margin” if the
vote were held Tuesday as
planned. 

May said she would
defer the vote so she
could seek “assurances”
from the EU and bring the
deal back to Parliament.
She did not set a new date
for the vote.

Lawmakers from the op-
position — and from May’s
Conservative Party — were
incredulous. 

“The government has

lost control of events and is
in complete disarray,” said
opposition Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn. 

Jacob Rees-Mogg, a lead-
ing pro-Brexit Conserva-
tive, expressed despair. 

“It’s not really govern-
ing,” he said. “It’s just an
awful muddle.” 

Monday’s turmoil sent
the pound to a 20-month
low against the dollar of
$1.2550. 

It was a new blow for
May, who became prime
minister after Britain’s 2016
referendum decision to

leave the EU. 
She has been battling

ever since — first to strike a
divorce deal with the bloc,
then to sell it to skeptical
British lawmakers. 

May insisted the agree-
ment hammered out with
the EU after a year and a
half of negotiations was
“the best deal that is nego-
tiable.” But it has been
scorned by lawmakers on all
sides of Britain’s debate
about Europe. 

Derisive laughter
erupted in the House of
Commons when May

claimed there was “broad
support” for many aspects
of the deal. 

Pro-Brexit lawmakers
say the deal keeps Britain
bound too closely to the EU,
while pro-EU politicians
say it erects barriers be-
tween the U.K. and its
biggest trading partner and
leaves many details of the
future relationship unde-
cided.

The main sticking point
is a “backstop” provision
that aims to guarantee an
open border between EU
member Ireland and the

U.K.’s Northern Ireland af-
ter Brexit. The measure
would keep Britain under
EU customs rules, and is
supposed to last until it is
superseded by permanent
new trade arrangements. 

Critics say it could leave
Britain tied to the EU in-
definitely, unable to strike
new trade deals around the
world. 

May said she would hold
talks with EU leaders ahead
of a summit in Brussels on
Thursday and Friday, seek-
ing “further reassurances”
over the backstop. 

“Nothing should be off
the table,” she said. 

EU leaders signaled they
are prepared to help Britain
— up to a point — but
insisted the Brexit agree-
ment could not be changed. 

“The deal is the deal,”
Irish Foreign Minister Si-
mon Coveney said. “It’s
taken two years to put
together. It’s a fair deal for
both sides.” 

European Council Presi-
dent Donald Tusk tweeted:
“We will not renegotiate the
deal, including the back-
stop, but we are ready to
discuss how to facilitate
U.K. ratification.” 

A key member of the
European parliament’s
Brexit team, Green law-
maker Philippe Lamberts,
predicted May’s shuttle di-
plomacy would fail to se-
cure changes. 

“The only net result of
this round of capitals will be
an additional amount of
CO2 in the atmosphere,” he
said. 

Despite May’s dogged
determination to press on,
the tumult leaves her in a
precarious position. Con-
servative rivals are prepar-
ing for a potential leader-
ship challenge, and Labour
has threatened to call for a
no-confidence motion in
the government.

Scottish First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon said her
Scottish National Party
would support an attempt
to topple the government
and trigger a new election.

“This shambles can’t go
on — so how about it?”
Sturgeon tweeted at Cor-
byn.

Corbyn stopped short of
calling a no-confidence vote
Monday, but said if May
could not renegotiate with
the EU, “then she must
make way.” 

Brexit deal in doubt as vote put off

An anti-Brexit protester dressed as Santa Claus makes his feelings clear Monday outside Parliament in London. Prime

Minister Theresa May on Monday postponed a vote in Parliament on her Brexit deal, saying she would seek more changes.
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May will ask EU
leaders for changes
to divorce pact
By Jill Lawless 
and Danica Kirka
Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE,
Va. — Several people who
were severely injured
when a man drove his car
into counterprotesters at a
white nationalist rally last
year described devastating
physical and psychological
effects to a jury tasked with
making a sentencing rec-
ommendation Monday. 

The man’s lawyers ar-
gued he acted in self-de-
fense and out of fear, and a
psychologist testified that
he has a long history of
mental health issues. 

The jury began deliber-
ating for about two hours
before being sent home for
the night. Jurors will re-
sume deliberations Tues-
day morning.

Jurors on Friday con-
victed James Alex Fields Jr.
of first-degree murder and
other charges for ramming
his car into a crowd in
Charlottesville during a
“Unite the Right” rally on
Aug. 12, 2017. Heather
Heyer, 32, a paralegal, was
killed, and dozens were
injured. 

Under the law, the jury
can recommend from 20
years to life in prison. 

Fields is eligible for the
death penalty if convicted
of separate federal hate
crime charges. No trial has
been scheduled yet. 

Heyer’s mother, Susan
Bro, told jurors that her
daughter’s death has been
“an explosion in our fam-
ily” and “we are forever
scarred by the pain.” 

“Some days I can’t do
anything but cry and sit and
stare as the grief overtakes
me,” she said. 

“She was full of love, she
was full of justice, she was
full of fairness, and Mr.
Fields tried to silence that
with his car, but I refuse to
allow that,” Bro said. 

Jeanne “Star” Peterson
said her life has been “a
living nightmare” since she
was hit by Fields’ car. Her
right leg was shattered, and
she’s had five surgeries to
try to repair it. She also
suffered a broken spine and
still hasn’t been able to
return to work. 

“I will be dealing with
the aftermath of Fields’
choices for the rest of my
life,” Peterson said. 

Fields, 21, drove to Vir-
ginia from his home in
Maumee, Ohio, to support
the white nationalists.

After the rally, as a large
group of counterprotesters
marched through Char-
lottesville singing and
laughing, he stopped his
car, backed up, then sped
into the crowd, according
to testimony from wit-
nesses and video surveil-
lance shown to jurors. 

Wednesday Bowie, a
counterprotester who got
caught on the trunk of
Fields’ car when he backed
up and was then slammed
into a parked truck and
thrown to the ground, told
the jury that in addition to a
broken pelvis and other
physical injuries, she has
been hospitalized three
times for post-traumatic
stress disorder over the
past year. 

She told the jury: “Please
know that the world is not a
safe place with Mr. Fields
in it.” 

Testifying for the de-

fense, University of Virgin-
ia School of Medicine pro-
fessor and psychologist
Daniel Murrie told the jury
that while Fields was not
legally insane at the time,
he has a long history of
mental health issues. 

Fields had inexplicable
volatile outbursts as a
young child and was diag-
nosed with bipolar disor-
der at age 6, Murrie said.
He was later diagnosed
with schizoid personality
disorder. 

Murrie said Fields went
off his psychiatric medi-
cation at age 18 and built an
isolated “lifestyle centered
around being alone.” 

The jury convicted
Fields on Friday, rejecting
his lawyers’ arguments that
he acted in self-defense.
Jurors also convicted
Fields of nine other
charges. He faces 20 years
to life on each of five counts
of aggravated malicious
wounding, five years to 20
years on three counts of
malicious wounding, and
up to 10 years on one count
of leaving the scene of an
accident. 

Prosecutors told the jury
during his trial that Fields
was angry after witnessing
violent clashes between the
two sides earlier in the day.
The violence prompted po-
lice to shut down the rally
before it even officially be-
gan. The trial also featured
emotional testimony from
survivors. 

Jury mulls sentence for
driver who hit protesters

Activists react Friday outside court after a guilty verdict

was reached in James Alex Fields’ trial.
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Panel in Va. can
recommend from
20 years to life 
By Denise Lavoie
Associated Press

PARIS — President Em-
manuel Macron broke his
silence Monday on the ex-
ceptional protests shaking
France and his presidency,
promising broad tax relief
for struggling workers and
pensioners — and acknowl-
edging his own responsibil-
ity in fueling the nation’s
anger. 

Macron pleaded during
a brief televised address for
a return to calm after al-
most four weeks of protests
that started in neglected
provinces to oppose fuel
tax increases and prog-
ressed to rioting in Paris. 

“We are at a historic
moment for our country,”
the French leader said from
the capital’s presidential
Elysee Palace. “We will not
resume the normal course
of our lives” after all that
has happened. 

Protesters spent days de-
manding that Macron
speak publicly about their
concerns, but it’s unclear
whether the responses he
offered will be enough to
quell the dissatisfaction.
Some protest representa-
tives have said more dem-
onstrations will be held
Saturday, following the
ones in Paris that turned
violent during the previous
two weekends. 

Macron declared an
“economic and social state
of emergency,” ordering the
government and parlia-
ment to take immediate
steps to change tax rules
and other policies that hit
the wallets of working class
French people. 

He responded to several
of the protesters’ demands,

promising measures that
included: 
■ A government-funded
100-euro (about $114) in-
crease in the minimum
wage starting at the begin-
ning of the new year.
■ The abolition of taxes on
overtime pay in 2019. 
■ Asking profit-making
companies to give workers
tax-free year-end bonuses. 
■ Slashing a tax hike on
small pensions, acknowl-
edging it was “unjust.” 

“I take my share of re-
sponsibility” for the anger
gripping France,” Macron
said, an unusual admission
for a president accused of
being out-of-touch. “I
might have hurt people
with my words.” 

However, the centrist
leader insisted that the pro-
testers’ “malaise” is as old
as he is — 40 years — and
coincides with France
struggling in recent dec-
ades to keep up with glob-
alization. 

He denounced the pro-
test-associated violence
that led to hundreds of
injuries, more than 1,000
arrests and the ransacking
of stores in some of Paris’
richest neighborhoods. 

Authorities will show
“no indulgence” to those
behind the vandalism and
rioting, Macron said, add-
ing that “no anger justifies”
attacking police or looting
stores. 

The president’s long si-
lence since the first pro-
tests last month aggravated
that anger. Many protesters
hoped only to hear one
thing Monday from Mac-
ron — “I quit.” 

He showed no signs of
giving in. Instead, he de-
fended his political inde-
pendence and described
his devotion to serving
France. No French presi-
dential or parliamentary
elections are scheduled un-
til 2022. 

Graffiti scrawled
throughout the French
capital singles Macron out
for criticism, reflecting a
national sense that the for-
mer banker is arrogant and
removed from public con-
cerns. 

But he has appeared to
be determined to continue
trying to make the French
economy more competitive
globally. 

French
president
breaks
silence
Macron vows tax
relief for workers
and pensioners 
By Sylvie Corbet 
and Angela Charlton
Associated Press

French President Emmanuel Macron denounced the pro-

test-associated violence that led to hundreds of injuries. 

LUDOVIC MARIN/AP 

Egyptian moves
CAIRO — Egyptian

authorities have intro-
duced restrictions on the
sale of yellow reflective
vests, fearing opponents
might attempt to copy
French protesters during
next month’s anniversary
of the 2011 popular uprising
that toppled autocrat
Hosni Mubarak, security
officials and retailers said
Monday. 

They said industrial
safety equipment dealers
have been instructed not to
sell yellow vests to walk-in
buyers and to restrict busi-
ness to wholesale sales to
verified companies, but
only after securing police
permission. They were
told offenders would be
punished. 
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cause it’s not enough.
If no deal is reached by

the end of next week, fund-
ing will run out for the
Homeland Security De-
partment and other federal
agencies. 

Those agencies, making
up about 25 percent of the
federal government, are
operating on a short-term
spending bill Congress
passed last week.

Tuesday’s meeting will
be the first gathering of
Trump, Schumer and Pel-
osi ahead of the shutdown
deadline. In recent weeks
the two sides have dug in,
and it’s not clear where
compromise might lie.

With Republicans about
to lose their majority in the
House, the president and
his GOP allies are deter-
mined to make one last
attempt to get money for
the wall Trump promised
to build along the U.S.-
Mexico border. Trump
claimed during the cam-
paign that Mexico would
pay for the wall but now
wants U.S. taxpayers to foot
the bill.

There appears to be little
appetite for a shutdown
among Democrats and Re-
publicans in Congress, es-
pecially days before Christ-
mas. Republicans have tak-
en the blame for shut-
downs in 1995-1996, and
again in 2013. Democrats
took a beating when they
triggered a shutdown over
failure to extend the De-
ferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program in
January.

Making matters tougher

for both chambers, the
White House is asking for
additional dollars in late-
stage requests that appro-
priators cannot accommo-
date without busting the
spending caps agreed to in
February or cutting else-
where within the bills they
have already put forward or
declaring some of the mon-
ey an “emergency” that
shouldn’t count toward the
budget caps. 

That includes more
money for wildfire sup-
pression and a new $190
million ask to help care for
unaccompanied minor
children detained after
crossing the border, for
instance.

“We’re at an impasse
right now,” Senate Appro-
priations Chairman Rich-
ard Shelby, R-Ala., said last
week. “I think that some-
thing’s got to be worked out
between the president and
Schumer and Pelosi, and
us, but them mainly be-
cause a lot of us believe that
we’re this close to closing”
on remaining spending
bills.

During behind the
scenes talks that have taken
place since Thanksgiving,
Republicans have pressed
for agreement on a seven-
bill package that would
include $5 billion for the
wall — all in one year, in an
initial offer, or spread over
two years, in a subsequent
offer. 

Democrats rejected
those proposals, offering
instead a six-bill package
combined with a continu-
ing resolution extending
the current level of spend-
ing in the Homeland Secu-

rity bill until the end of the
fiscal year Sept. 30.

One possible approach
to compromise that might
get support from both sides
would be to provide the
$1.6 billion for border fenc-
ing in the Senate bill, or
possibly a little less, but
provide additional funding
for the wall in an advance
appropriation for fiscal
2020, resulting in more
than $1.6 billion over two
years. 

Trump would get more
than the $1.6 billion in the
Senate bill over two years,
but Democrats could say
they held the line in the
first year.

Another potential path
would be to provide more
than $1.6 billion for border
security in both fiscal 2019
and fiscal 2020 — still short
of $5 billion over two years
— with the caveat that the
bill would include language
that Democrats say would
restrict how the money is
spent.

Short of a border agree-
ment, the easiest path
might be to punt into early
next year with a stopgap
funding measure for all
seven bills.

Republican and Demo-
cratic leaders would prefer
to pass as many of the
spending bills as possible,
which could result in a
six-bill package combined
with a continuing resolu-
tion for Homeland Security
that would expire either
before the end of the fiscal
year or run through Sept.
30.

Washington Post contrib-
uted.

President Donald Trump, center, meets with congressional leaders in 2017. Trump plans

to meet with Democratic leaders Rep. Nancy Pelosi, left, and Sen. Chuck Schumer, right.

OLIVIER DOULIERY/ABACA PRESS 

Agencies to run out of funds
Shutdown, from Page 1

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court signaled
Monday it is not anxious to
revisit the abortion contro-
versy in the year ahead,
disappointing conservative
activists who were cheered
by the appointment of Jus-
tice Brett Kavanaugh.

After weeks of debate
behind closed doors, a di-
vided court turned down
appeals backed by 13 con-
servative states that sought
to defund Planned Parent-
hood.

The court’s action leaves
in place federal court rul-
ings in much of the country
that prevent states from
denying Medicaid funds to
women who go to a
Planned Parenthood clinic
for health care, including
medical screenings or birth
control. 

It is already illegal to use
federal money like Medi-
caid to pay for abortions,
but some states wanted to
go further, cutting off all
Medicaid funding to
Planned Parenthood be-
cause the organization of-
fers the procedure using
alternative revenue
sources.

In dissent, Justices Clar-
ence Thomas, joined by
Justices Samuel Alito Jr.
and Neil Gorsuch, accused
their colleagues of allowing
a “politically fraught issue”
to justify “abdicating our
judicial duty.”

The lower courts are
divided on the Medicaid
funding dispute, making
the high court’s refusal to
clarify the issue all the
more surprising to some.

“We created the confu-
sion. We should clear it up,”
Thomas wrote in Gee v.
Planned Parenthood. “So
what explains the court’s
refusal to do its job here? I
suspect it has something to
do with the fact that some

respondents in these cases
are named ‘Planned Par-
enthood.’ ”

The court’s brief order
denying the appeals from
Louisiana and Kansas sug-
gest Chief Justice John
Roberts and Justice Brett
Kavanaugh were not will-
ing to hear the cases.

Last year, the 8th Circuit
Court in St. Louis, splitting
with other appeals courts,
upheld Arkansas’ decision
to cut off Medicaid funding
to Planned Parenthood
clinics. Lawyers for Louisi-
ana and Kansas hoped that
split would prompt the
high court to take up the
dispute.

It takes four justices to
hear a case, and these
appeals were considered in
a series of closed-door
meetings since late Sep-
tember. But the court’s con-
servatives were unable to
gain the needed fourth
vote. 

Kavanaugh took his seat
in the second week of
October, and his supporters
have assumed he would
vote in favor of restricting
abortion rights when given
the opportunity.

Catherine Foster, presi-
dent of Americans United
for Life, said her group was
“disappointed” with the
court’s action. 

“We join the dissent in
calling on the court to do its
duty,” she said.

“The pro-life citizens of
states like Kansas and Loui-
siana, through their elected
representatives, have
clearly expressed their will.
They do not want Medicaid
tax dollars used to prop up
abortion businesses like
Planned Parenthood,” said
Marjorie Dannenfelser,
president of the Susan B.
Anthony List, an anti-abor-
tion nonprofit. “The pro-
life grassroots will not stop
fighting until every single
tax dollar is untangled from
the abortion industry.”

Planned Parenthood
called the outcome a vic-
tory for patients. 

“As a doctor, I have seen
what’s at stake when peo-
ple cannot access the care
they need, and when poli-
tics gets in the way of
people making their own
health care choices,” said
Dr. Leana Wen, the group’s
president. 

“We won’t stop fighting
for every patient who relies
on Planned Parenthood for
life-saving, life-changing
care.”

In the last decade, con-
servative states have sought
to defund Planned Parent-
hood because it is the
nation’s largest single pro-
vider of abortions. None of
the Medicaid money pays
for abortions, and most of
these state funding bans
have been blocked by fed-
eral judges.

Kavanaugh joins liberals,
Roberts in rejecting case

It takes four Supreme Court justices to hear a case.

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP 

Appeals by states
sought to defund
Planned Parenthood 

By David G. Savage
Los Angeles Times
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WASHINGTON — The
U.S. this week will begin
withdrawing many of the
active-duty troops sent to
the border with Mexico by
President Donald Trump
just before the midterm
election in response to a
caravan of Central Ameri-
can migrants, U.S. officials
said Monday. 

About 2,200 of the ac-
tive-duty troops will be
pulled out before the holi-
days, the officials said,
shrinking a domestic de-
ployment that was viewed
by critics as a political stunt
and a waste of military
resources. 

That will leave about

3,000 active-duty troops in
Arizona, California and
Texas, mainly comprised of
military police and helicop-
ter transport crews who are
assisting border patrol
agents. There also will still
be about 2,300 members of
the National Guard who
were sent to the border
region as part of a separate
deployment that started in
April. 

The active-duty troops,
numbering about 5,200 as
of Monday, were initially
scheduled to stay until Dec.
15. Late last month, De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis
extended the mission to the
end of January at the re-

quest of the Department of
Homeland Security. 

The U.S. forces have in-
stalled vast amounts of ra-
zor wire and provided
transportation and protec-
tion for the Border Patrol. 

Meanwhile, near San Di-
ego on Monday, Border
Patrol agents arrested 32
people at a demonstration
that was organized by a
Quaker group on the bor-
der with Mexico, author-
ities said. Demonstrators
were calling for an end to
detaining and deporting
immigrants and showing
support for caravan mi-
grants seeking asylum in
the United States.

Nobel Peace winners urge
action against sexual violence 

STOCKHOLM — The
Congolese doctor who
shares this year’s Nobel
Peace Prize for his efforts
to end the use of rape and
sexual violence as weap-
ons of war called Monday
for international action
against the abuse. 

Dr. Denis Mukwege,
founder of a hospital in
Congo that has treated
victims of the country’s
conflicts for two decades,
and Iraqi activist Nadia
Murad received the prize
at a ceremony in the Nor-

wegian capital, Oslo. They
split $1 million. 

Mukwege criticized the
international community
for allowing Congolese to
be “humiliated, abused
and massacred for more
than two decades.” 

Murad, a member of
Iraq’s Yazidi minority who
was kidnapped and sexu-
ally abused by Islamic
State militants, said she
wants world leaders to
translate sympathy for
victims into action against
abusers.

8 under investigation in fatal
club stampede, authorities say 

ROME — Italian prose-
cutors said Monday they
have placed eight people,
including one minor,
under investigation in
connection with a stam-
pede at a packed nightclub
that killed six people. 

Investigators are seek-
ing more information
about security measures,
ticket sales and the capac-
ity of the Blue Lantern
disco in the small town of
Corinaldo near the Adriat-
ic coast, as well as the

cause of the panic that
sent concertgoers running
for the exits. 

Many concertgoers re-
ported problems breath-
ing, as well as a smell of
pepper spray or ammonia.

The seven adults under
investigation include the
club owners and concert
organizers. A 17-year-old
was added to the list of
suspects purely because
he had been identified
“generically” by three wit-
nesses, officials said.

Outrage after plaques honoring
deported Jews stolen in Rome 

ROME — Rome Mayor
Virginia Raggi, Catholic
groups and politicians
joined Italy’s Jewish com-
munity on Monday in de-
nouncing the theft of 20
small bronze plaques hon-
oring a Jewish family de-
ported during the Holo-
caust. 

The plaques, affixed to
the cobblestones in front
of the Di Consiglio family
home in the Monti neigh-
borhood of downtown
Rome, were taken

overnight. A gaping hole
in the cobblestones was all
that remained Monday. 

The organization re-
sponsible for laying the
plaques, “Art in Memory,”
reported the theft. In July,
the same group reported
receiving a threatening
letter featuring a photo of
Adolf Hitler. 

Rome mayor Virginia
Raggi condemned the
plaques’ theft as unaccept-
able: “Memory requires
respect” she tweeted. 

Ind. teen charged in pregnant schoolmate’s killing 
MISHAWAKA, Ind. —

An Indiana high school
football player told investi-
gators that he killed a
17-year-old schoolmate be-
cause he was angry that she
waited so long to tell him
she was pregnant with his
child that it was too late to
get an abortion, authorities
said Monday. 

Aaron Trejo, 16, was
charged as an adult with
murder in the Sunday
killing of Breana Rouhse-
lang and the fetus. He was
arrested Sunday, scheduled
to be arraigned Tuesday
and had no attorney on
record. 

In a court filing support-
ing the charges, prose-

cutors say Trejo told police
that he stabbed Rouhselang
during a fight over her
pregnancy and that he put
her body in a restaurant
dumpster in their home-
town of Mishawaka, which
is next to South Bend. 

Trejo told investigators
he had been planning the
killing for about a week.

Judge allows
lawsuit over
migrant kids
to proceed

SAN FRANCISCO — A
federal judge refused
Monday to let the Trump
administration off the
hook for abruptly ending a
program offering safe pas-
sage for child refugees
from Central America to
reunite with their parents
already in the U.S.

A magistrate judge in
San Francisco dismissed
some claims from a law-
suit challenging the ad-
ministration’s 2017 termi-
nation of the Central
Americans Minors pro-
gram, which was estab-
lished in 2014 in response
to children fleeing danger.
But the lawsuit will pro-
ceed over an allegation
that the U.S. violated ad-
ministrative protocols.

Under the program, if
immigrant children with
parents living legally in
the U.S. were denied ref-
ugee status, they were
given temporary permis-
sion to enter the country
for humanitarian or public
interest reasons.

In Israel: Military forces
carried out a series of raids
Monday in the West Bank
city of Ramallah, bursting
into stores and offices of
the official Palestinian
news agency in a manhunt
for gunmen who shot sev-
en Israelis outside Ofra, a
Jewish settlement. Shots
were fired from a Palestin-
ian vehicle Sunday night
at a bus stop outside Ofra.

In Romania: The number
of babies diagnosed with a
drug-resistant superbug at
a maternity hospital in
Bucharest has risen to 39,
authorities said Monday.
The newborns were diag-
nosed with antibiotic-re-
sistant Staphylococcus au-
reus last month. No deaths
have been reported. Elev-
en staff members also
have tested positive.

NEWS BRIEFING
Staff and news services

Fearless Girl, a hands-on-her-hips statue, finds a permanent home Monday facing the

New York Stock Exchange. The statue was commissioned by Boston investment fund

State Street Global Advisors as a way to push for more women on corporate boards. 

TIMOTHY A. CLARY/GETTY-AFP

U.S. to begin pulling troops
from Trump’s border mission 
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The impeachment rumbles were audi-
ble even before the latest filing by federal
prosecutors, and the volume has gotten
much higher since. When Michael Cohen
entered a plea that said he committed a
campaign finance felony “at the direction
of” Donald Trump, it became clear that the
president is in greater jeopardy than ever.

Over the weekend, U.S. Rep. Maxine
Waters, D-Calif., said, “This criminal must
be brought up by the Congress of the
United States for impeachment.” Rep.-
elect Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., a
voice of progressives, was asked earlier if
that step would be premature and replied,
“Not to me.”

Nancy Pelosi and other House leaders
are not so sure. But a November Politico/
Morning Consult poll found that 61 per-
cent of Democratic voters want to see
impeachment proceedings commence.
Billionaire activist Tom Steyer, who is
contemplating a presidential run, has put
together an organization called Need to
Impeach.

The case for impeachment has become
more plausible. In arranging payments to
Stormy Daniels and Karen McDougal to
keep them from revealing purported af-
fairs with Trump, prosecutors argued,
Cohen “deceived the voting public by
hiding alleged facts that he believed would
have had a substantial effect on the elec-
tion.”

If the claims that Trump ordered the
hush payments are true, he is evidently
guilty of a campaign finance crime. But
long-standing Justice Department policy is
that a sitting president is “constitutionally
immune from indictment and criminal
prosecution.” After he leaves office, a pres-
ident may face criminal charges. But for
the time being, the only remedy for presi-
dential crimes is in the hands of Congress.

The saga of Trump’s misdeeds, real or
imagined, has been riveting, and like
impatient readers plowing through a mur-
der mystery, many Americans are tempted
to jump to conclusions. It may seem that
with all the smoke around the Oval Office,
this presidency is bound to go down in
flames. But that’s far from certain.

Republicans assumed they had the
goods on Bill Clinton after a special prose-
cutor found he lied under oath and ob-

structed justice to conceal his affair with a
White House intern. But the public wasn’t
convinced that this wrongdoing justified
removal. When the House voted for Clin-
ton’s impeachment in 1998, 63 percent of
Americans opposed it.

So did this page. “Clinton lied to avoid
deep personal embarrassment, not to
seize, maintain or subvert the power of the
state,” we noted, in words that could be
applied to the current controversy. Im-

peachment, we said, “is a constitutional
sword meant to be unsheathed only in
the gravest, most unusual circumstances
and to be wielded only to preserve the
security and integrity of the republic.” 

The Senate acquitted Clinton; he
rose in popularity; and Republicans
suffered politically. In many ways, it was
a surprising outcome. And yes, there was
no suggestion that Clinton had tried to
illicitly influence an election. Still the
lesson for today is that Americans of all
political hues should wait for all the facts
to emerge before reaching a judgment.

It may be that the revelations will
vindicate Democrats who regard Trump
as thoroughly corrupt and dangerous. It
may be that what Cohen claims is the
most serious credible accusation against
Trump — and that it may never be
proved. Does Cohen have evidence more
convincing than his recollections that
Trump was his puppeteer?

If there is strong, abundant evidence
that Trump has committed “high
crimes” of the sort feared by the Fram-
ers, it will come out in due time. If spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller and other
federal prosecutors are unable to con-
firm serious wrongdoing that warrant
upending the result of the 2016 election,
likewise. At that point, Americans can
reach fully informed judgments about
whether Trump should be impeached
and removed from office, or subject to
federal prosecution, or both, or neither.

Those who think they already know
the truth are only guessing. The investi-
gations are not yet complete. And if
Americans have learned anything from
the past three years, it’s this: The future
can always surprise.

The impeachment rabbit hole

The case for impeaching President Donald Trump has become more plausible. 

OLIVIER DOULIERY/ABACA PRESS 

Sometimes the clearest warning about
Illinois’ fiscal crisis can be communicated
using numbers, sometimes with a well-
chosen phrase. Here we present both, as
reminders during the period before a new
Democratic governor takes office with a
Democratic mega-majority, that the state’s
messes will only worsen. Until lawmakers
take decisive action.

First, the awful numbers: For several
years we’ve cited the figure of $130 billion
to represent Illinois’ estimated unfunded
pension liability. Never mind that number,
it was $133 billion as of June 2018 — and it’s
getting worse — according to a new state
report. The Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability estimates
the shortfall in commitments to future
retirees will deepen to nearly $137 billion
in the current July-to-June year, and to
$139 billion in fiscal 2020. 

Now a choice word or several: Fitch
Ratings in a new report says Illinois has
exhibited a “lack of coherent fiscal policy-

making over many years” and is guilty of
“irresolute fiscal decision-making.” Over
the years, lawmakers skimped on pay-
ments into the retirement kitty, or avoided
making payments altogether, rather than
being disciplined about putting enough
money into the funds to pay for all the
benefits they had promised.

Today, Fitch says, Illinois’ net pension
liability plus other long-term debt repre-
sent 29 percent of the state’s personal
income, the highest of any state (our em-
phasis) and well above the 50-state median
of 6 percent. Oh yes, the annual operating
budget — an astonishing one-fourth of
which goes to pensions — is also a wreck:
Fitch reminds us that about $2 billion of
the $38 billion budget revenue is either
unlikely to be realized or one-time in na-
ture. Irresolute, indeed.

The costs of lawmakers’ recklessness
are borne in many ways. Springfield raised
the state income tax by 32 percent in 2017,
and still Illinois can’t keep a balanced
budget. The current fiscal year is about $1.2

billion out of whack. And despite issuing
bonds to pay some unpaid bills, there’s still
a backlog of about $7 billion in, yes, unpaid
bills. The state is making payments to the
pension system, although not as much as
actuaries say is necessary, so the shortfall
rises. The pension system, which includes
government workers and many of the
state’s teachers, should be 90 percent
funded. Instead, it’s about 40 percent
funded.

Illinois, under such intense financial
pressure, has the worst credit rating of all
states, which makes borrowing more ex-
pensive. Employers and residents who
aren’t tethered to Illinois have reason to
consider going elsewhere before the reck-
oning comes, in terms of either much
higher taxes to pay off all these debts or
serious declines in government services. Or
both. We imagine that’s one reason Illinois’
population is declining, and why major
employers like Amazon choose to locate
elsewhere.

Next month, Gov.-elect J.B. Pritzker will
take office alongside the Democratic-con-

trolled General Assembly. Once he’s on the
job, we’ll be eager to hear his plans for
maneuvering Illinois through the thicket.
We’ve heard him talk about raising revenue
by shifting the state to a progressive tax
rate that can extract more money from
higher-income earners. That idea strikes us
as no panacea. It’s easy to demand more
money from taxpayers. It’s also easy to
continue borrowing money. Both would
weaken the state, and then weaken it fur-
ther by driving employers elsewhere.

The solution requires a combination of
raising revenues (preferably by increasing
the number of private-sector workers),
cutting expenses, and introducing regula-
tory reforms to encourage business owners
to invest and hire in Illinois.

If budgets are balanced, tax levies are
fair, and employers can anticipate the costs
of doing business as well as the benefits,
Illinois will prosper. Otherwise, the liabili-
ties will keep rising: $133 billion, $139
billion ... And the standard of living in Illi-
nois will decline.

  Goodbye to Illinois’ $130 billion pension hole.
Now it’s $133 billion. And getting deeper.

In June 2016, the British people voted in a referendum
by a narrow but decisive margin to leave the European
Union. Thirty months, two prime ministers, a general elec-
tion, a hung parliament, dozens of ministerial resignations
and millions of hours of diplomacy later, this week’s vote
was supposed to be the end of it, the final parliamentary
signoff to draw a line under all the wrangling that has riven
the nation. …

Any of these outcomes is imaginable: another rushed
negotiation that could result in a completely different sort
of departure; the collapse of Prime Minister Theresa May’s
government; a general election; another referendum some-
time next year; the complete rescinding of Brexit; or, at the
other extreme, a British departure from the EU with no
deal, with all the economic disruption that would cause.

Instead of in or out, the choice is now roughly: in, mostly
in, slightly in, neither in nor out, mostly out, completely
out, no change at all, absolute chaos.

From afar, the spectacle of the U.K. undergoing the na-
tional political equivalent of a nervous breakdown has been
a source of head-scratching. Many outside of Britain were
puzzled by the vote to leave the EU in the first place ...

The country once defined by its stiff upper lip has been
indulging in a kind of orgy of public histrionics more com-
monly associated with Latin American telenovelas. The
nation that thumbed its nose at German bombs during the
Blitz is crumbling like a soggy biscuit.

Gerard Baker, The Wall Street Journal

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING
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OP-ART JOE FOURNIER

A feeling that’s both defensive and
acquiescent sets in when your home-
town stars in a not-so-flattering film.
The documentary “Minding the Gap,”
which is now available on the online
streaming site Hulu, is making a
splash on the independent film cir-
cuit. The film chronicles the struggles
of three kids from Rockford who bond
over skateboarding and their dysfunc-
tional home lives.

Viewers watch Zack Mulligan,
Keire Johnson and the film’s creator
Bing Liu, now with Chicago’s
Kartemquin Films, seek retreat on
wheels, bearings and axles. They
careen down empty streets and alleys,
past wood frame houses with peeling
paint and crooked shutters. Their
skateboards flip effortlessly under
their sneakers as they hop curbs and
twirl across benches in downtown
Rockford.

It’s a ballet, set to a recital of scrape
and squeal.

In skateboarding, you fall a lot. The
boys slide down ramps and collapse
onto pavement. They always get up.
It’s an overt metaphor for their lives

as they navigate abusive and negligent
parents, violent relationships, low-
paying jobs and, in Mulligan’s case,
parenthood and rebellion.

The filmmaker, Liu, who also grew
up in Rockford, spent several years
dropping into the lives of Mulligan
and Johnson in their late teens and
early 20s with his camera rolling.
Viewers of “Minding the Gap” see
blue-collar Rockford. They see cringe-
worthy parenting. They see rooftop
partying, and not the sultry lantern-lit
type — actual unsupervised reckless
teenagers on a pitched roof drinking
and staggering and watching fire-
works.

At one point, viewers see Mulligan’s
friends enter his darkened apartment
— the electricity appears to have been
shut off — and no one is home except
his dog. The friends tiptoe through a
maze of dog feces before squeezing
through the door to leave, nudging the
eager pup back into the darkness
alone.

Like the best parts of some other
riveting movies, scenes from “Mind-
ing the Gap” are best watched
through squinted eyes.

But I realized while I was watching
it, and studying the places and scenery
of my childhood, that the substance of
the movie isn’t as much a reflection of
Rockford as it is of many other things:
lazy parenting, domestic violence,
immaturity, alcohol and drug abuse,
lack of education. And if there’s a

politician or a government body or a
resource-starved institution to be
blamed, it’s not in this film. These
boys and their lives are beyond the
reach of an after-school program.

And that’s a reality not exposed
enough in media or mentioned during
emotional political debates. Govern-
ment can’t fix everything.

Yet Rockford is my hometown. My
parents still live in the house where I
blew out every birthday candle as a
child. It is a city with a bad reputation
but not necessarily an earned one. Its
population has steadily declined. The
city was once Illinois’ second-largest,
behind Chicago. It now has slipped to
No. 5, behind Aurora, Joliet and
Naperville. Crime in Rockford is
higher per capita than in Chicago.
And anti-growth policies at the state
and local level make it harder for
Rockford to stand up and stay up.
Light manufacturing has largely dis-
appeared. Property taxes are high and
residents are rebelling. The city has
gone to the ballot box multiple times
seeking home rule authority, which
would allow it to tax more freely. But
residents vote, “Hell, no.”

Wisconsin, with its balanced state
budget, reduced regulation and taxes
and fully funded pension system, sits
just north of town as an attractive
alternative for homeowners and busi-
nesses. Rockford cannot compete.

The movie has its heroes, and they
change with time. In the film, Mulli-

gan matures. He gets a job promotion
and makes his child support pay-
ments. Johnson finally leaves his
chaotic home life. He packs up his car
and lies on his mother’s bed, hugging
her goodbye. She barely looks at him.
He leaves anyway. And Liu, who stays
out of most of the film, finally con-
fronts his mother about his abusive
stepfather.

Rockford has its heroes, too, and I’d
like to think the city is finding its
voice. There are investors dedicated
to revitalizing downtown. Restau-
rants, markets and festivals are pro-
viding a new draw, and there’s a loy-
alty among people from Rockford you
won’t find in other towns. 

Rockfordians — we made that up
but it’s on T-shirts now — will drive
across town to support local busi-
nesses. Even director Francis Ford
Coppola has been spotted in Rockford
a lot lately and is reportedly eyeing
property along its spectacular and
underwhelming riverfront. Yes, it is
both. Coppola is working on a project
there. It is a place of intrigue.

“Minding the Gap” and its charac-
ters are not symbolic of Rockford in a
bad way, as some viewers have felt.
They are Rockford. They are works in
progress. We all should be so.

Kristen McQueary is a member of the
Tribune Editorial Board. 

kmcqueary@chicagotribune.com

Filmmaker Bing Liu is flanked by Keire Johnson, left, and Zack Mulligan in “Minding the Gap.” 

HULU 

A Rockfordian watches
‘Minding the Gap’

Kristen McQueary
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Stop the hypocrisy
A perfect example of the hy-

pocrisy in the news involves the
replacement of our former am-
bassador to the U.N., Nikki
Haley. President Donald Trump
announced that he has chosen
Heather Nauert to replace her,
and the Democrats and much of
the news media are going nuts
saying that she isn’t qualified and
that she worked for Fox News.

My guess is that 95 percent of
Americans don’t know how
hypocritical that is. In 2013,
President Obama named Saman-
tha Power as the U.S. ambas-
sador to the U.N.. She was a
journalist and worked for liberal
Harvard University but had no
government experience. But she
was approved. Even Republicans
voted for her, giving Obama the
power to make his choice.

My guess is that not one
Democrat will support Trump’s

choice of Nauert despite her
strong resume. Yes, she worked at
Fox News, but she was also a
government affairs consultant for
20 years, she was a member of
the Council on Foreign Relations,
has been an outstanding spokes-
woman for Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, and was named
undersecretary of state for Public
Diplomacy and Public Affairs.

Anybody who has actually
watched her in her role as
spokeswoman for Pompeo has to
be impressed with her intelli-
gence, communication skills,
breadth of knowledge and
strength. 

But in our bizarre world of
hypocrisy, none of that makes any
difference. The Democrats and
the “fake news” will slander her
simply because she is Trump’s
choice. Sadly, because most
Americans are uninformed or
misinformed, they won’t know
how dishonest those attacks on

her are. That is just one more
example of why the “fake news”
is the enemy of the people.

— Randy Rossi, Grayslake

Firearms safety
Recent headlines again docu-

ment the continued litany of
innocent people being slaugh-
tered by firearms in this country.

Among modern industrialized
nations, only the U.S. endures
this public health epidemic. On
both sides of the gun control
debate, opinions are lobbed as
facts. Neither side is listening to
the other, with unvetted “facts”
used as ammunition.

I grew up in a house with
guns, learning to shoot before I
could drive. I spent many sum-
mer days with my grandfather,
target shooting with pistols and
rifles. He was a life member of
the NRA. I am not anti-gun; I am
anti-gun violence and injury.

It is time to develop strategies
for curbing the slaughter within
the constraints of the Second
Amendment. We all want our
families to be safe and live in a
country where they do not have

to fear some crazed shooter with
a self-destructive agenda. We all
want to minimize avoidable acci-
dental firearm injuries.

The automobile industry, col-
laborating with government, has
utilized safety research to make
our roads safer. Anti-lock brakes,
seat belts and crumple technol-
ogy save lives every day. Our cars
are registered and tracked with
vehicle identification numbers.
Operators are licensed, with
mandatory periodic training.
Those with health issues are
denied driving privileges.

The firearm industry must
partner with us to adopt a similar
approach. Congress must foster
this partnership, not obstruct it
by blocking firearm safety re-
search. We lead the world in
firearm-related homicides and
suicides. If we are going to stop
this madness, we must separate
our leaders from the National
Rifle Association and make them
accountable to the people who
elected them.

— Charles Nozicka, director of
Pediatric Emergency Medicine,
Advocate Children’s Hospital,
Park Ridge

Presidential fibs
Regarding “Advice to Presi-

dential Hopefuls: Tell the Truth”
(Nov. 20) by Cass R. Sunstein:
There are rare times when false-
hoods emanating from the execu-
tive branch are justified.

During the Cuban Missile
Crisis in 1962, President John F.
Kennedy was campaigning in
Chicago during the midterm
election campaign and feigned a
cold so he could fly back to Wash-
ington after he learned about the
Russian decision to build bases
and deploy nuclear missiles in
Cuba. 

Kennedy did not want the
Soviet leaders to know that he
knew about the Russian decision
to up the stakes in the Cold War.
Consequently, he would have
time to confer with advisers,
develop a strategy, and make a
speech to the American people on
national television.

Surely, when strategic deci-
sions made by an adversary
threaten the survival of our coun-
try, some presidential pretending
is necessary.

— Larry Vigon, Chicago

For online exclusive letters go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters. Send
letters by email to ctc-TribLetter@chicagotribune.com or to Voice of the
People, Chicago Tribune, 160 N. Stetson Ave., Third Floor, Chicago, IL
60601. Include your name, address and phone number.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Weekend after weekend,
French President Emmanuel
Macron is dealing with some-
times-violent protests from a
populist movement known as
the gilets jaunes (yellow vests).
The protesters were galvanized
by a plan to raise gasoline taxes,
but they are still out in the
streets even though the gas tax
increase has been suspended.
Now they’re demanding,
among other things, default on
the public debt, exit from the
European Union and NATO,
and less immigration. I’m deal-
ing with a piece of the online
fallout — and in the process
learning a dispiriting lesson
about how hard it is for a politi-
cal leader to pursue a moderate
path in an age of extremes.

On Dec. 3, amid pictures of
burning cars and tear gas in
Paris, I woke up to find inces-
sant Twitter criticism of an
article I’d written. This was
hardly shocking; I’m attacked
online all the time. What sur-
prised me was that I was being
attacked for a commentary
article published 18 months
earlier, shortly after Macron’s
election. I posted it on Twitter
on June 15, 2017, with the head-
line: “To defeat populism,
America needs its own Macron
— a charismatic leader who can
make centrism cool.”

This tweet has now earned
me a torrent of online abuse.
Sean Davis, the co-founder of a
pro-Trump website, tweeted:
“This 2017 column is a riot.”
The right-wing actor James
Woods retweeted the article
with the gloating tag line:
“Twitter is beautiful.” Left-wing
journalist Glenn Greenwald
apparently thought my article
was so ridiculous he retweeted
it without any comment at all.
Breitbart’s former London
editor wrote: “This aged well,
didn’t it, @maxboot?”

I was struck by how many
versions of the same criticism
were repeated by anonymous
trolls, and I wondered if Rus-
sian bots were involved. When I
suggested as much in a tweet, I
earned a rebuke from right-
wing British conspiracy-mon-
ger Katie Hopkins, who has lost
her Mail Online column but
retains 882,000 Twitter follow-
ers: “The world thinks you are a
c---womble, sir. If you are look-
ing for someone to blame —
find a mirror darling.” I have no
idea what a “c---womble” is, but
it doesn’t sound like a compli-
ment. The irony is that some of
the Twitter accounts scoffing at
my questions about bots had so
few followers that they might
be bots themselves.

I asked information warfare
expert Molly McKew what was
going on. She replied: “Major
Russian info campaign on the
Yellow Jackets/Vests protests,
so you just kicked the wrong
hornets. Over the weekend all
the ‘Syria’ accounts were tweet-
ing about how French had
snipers on the rooftops to shoot
the demonstrators.” The Hamil-
ton 68 website, which tracks
Russian disinformation online,
confirmed that two of the top
Russian hashtags were “gilets-
jaune” and “France.” Among
Russians cheerleading the
protests online is the notorious

fascist and Putin adviser Al-
exander Dugin. Meanwhile,
Russian state media outlets such
as RT were hyping chaos in
Paris as if it were a “color” revo-
lution.

BuzzFeed reports that the
“yellow vests” emerged out of
“anger groups” that popped up
on Facebook to channel the
grievances of “fed up” rural,
working-class French people —
the Gallic version of President
Donald Trump’s deplorables or
the tea party. Just as in the U.S.,
their online propaganda in-
cluded a great deal of misinfor-
mation. Activists circulated a
picture of cars stranded on a
highway, claiming it showed
German motorists who had
abandoned their cars to protest
fuel taxes. In fact, the picture
was likely of a traffic jam in
China. Another popular meme
claimed that a 2016 government
decree had invalidated the
French constitution and that
everything that has happened
since, including the gas tax, is
illegitimate.

There is no evidence that I
have seen that Russia social
media ignited the protests, but
they certainly added fuel to the
fire. So have far-left and far-
right trolls in and out of France
— the Illiberal International.
Macron has angered the left by
cutting taxes on the wealthy,
slashing regulations and curb-
ing the power of unions. You
would think this would have
made him the darling of the
right, which applauds Trump
for similar moves.

But Macron’s desire to curb
global warming (the goal of the
higher gas tax), his support for
the European Union and NATO,
his unabashed elitism (he once
worked for the Rothschild in-
vestment bank, a bogeyman for
anti-Semites) and his clashes
with Trump have made him a
target of the far right too.
Trump himself applauded the
protesters, falsely claiming they
are chanting, “We want Trump.”
The right would like to see
Marine Le Pen take over; the
left, Jean-Luc Mélenchon. The
Kremlin would prefer either
one to a centrist who will stymie
its designs to divide Europe.

Macron has hurt his own
cause with his arrogant, aloof
style — as his 23 percent approv-
al rating attests. But any presi-
dent, no matter how deft, would
be hard-put to reform a sclerotic
French economy that has pro-
duced high unemployment and
low growth. Macron’s challenge
is all the harder because ex-
tremists have proved so deft at
using social media to organize.
The trolls who flamed me are
transparently rooting for Mac-
ron’s failure. Their slogan might
as well be: Burn, baby, burn.

I remain an admirer of Mac-
ron and would still love to see
an “American Macron” — a
centrist who can win power in
Washington. But his struggles
are a reminder of how hard it is
to be in the middle of the road in
the polarized social-media
world of today.

The Washington Post

Max Boot, a Washington Post
columnist, is a senior fellow in
national security studies at the
Council on Foreign Relations.

Are Russian bots
fueling French unrest?

By Max Boot

President Donald Trump
always seemed like he was col-
lecting generals the way some
children collect Barbie dolls —
not necessarily because he liked
interacting with them but be-
cause he liked having them, all
lined up in their best outfits,
ready to be admired by popular
world leaders who might come
for a play date. Here is my na-
tional security adviser. Here are
my secretary of defense and my
chief of staff.

He likes men in uniform, their
titles and stripes. He likes the act
of saluting and never seems to
have more of an attention span
than while doing it himself, at
George H.W. Bush’s casket, or a
Bastille Day celebration in
France, or when he’s in Singa-
pore to meet dictator Kim Jong
Un, where he returned a North
Korean general’s salute in a way
that appeared more reflexive
than treasonous: The man had
epaulets, so Trump saluted him.

He likes these men, and he
admires them, and then some-
thing happens. He realizes
they’re not playthings? He dis-
covers their elbows aren’t bent
in permanent salute? And then
we land in a situation like Sat-
urday, when Trump announced
that his chief of staff, John Kelly,
a retired Marine general, would
be stepping down.

If you can remember back to
Kelly’s appointment, six thou-
sand years ago in 2017, the event
was met with hopefulness bor-
dering on fan fiction. “The kind
of discipline he’s going to bring is
important,” Sen. Richard Blu-
menthal, D-Conn., told CNN.
“He will bring some plain-spo-
ken discipline,” The Washington
Post offered. It quoted an anony-
mous friend of Kelly’s who her-
alded the appointment as “the
end of the chaos.” He would be
— as Washington’s most favored
way of describing non-Trumpish
White House employees would
have it — the adult in the room.

After Trump’s infamous “very
fine people” comments regard-

ing the violent 2017 alt-right
rally in Charlottesville, Va., a
photo circulated of Kelly listen-
ing to the remarks, arms folded
and head bowed. This body
language, perhaps typical of any
human listening to any speech,
was presented online as evi-
dence of his disapproval and his
noble adult-in-the-room status.

In July another image circu-
lated, of Kelly glowering into his
plate at a NATO summit:
Trump, down the table, had just
accused Germany of being
under Russia’s thumb. While
the White House’s explanation
was nonsensical — Kelly “was
displeased because he was ex-
pecting a full breakfast and
there were only pastries and
cheese” — the response from
Kelly-believers was just as fan-
tastic. Behold: Kelly, the disci-
plined chaos-ender, was regis-
tering his disappointment with
the entire administration in the
form of a mournful staring
contest with flatware.

It’s amazing how many of us
are like Trump when it comes to
older men in uniform. We auto-
matically assume they’re altruis-
tic and trustworthy. We assume
they’re infallible.

Amid tumult and partisan-
ship, Kelly was appointed, and
here was an upstanding father-
figure for us all, ready to take on
rancor, sloppiness and general
ineptitude. He could fix things.
He had epaulets.

As his tenure progressed, of
course, he couldn’t bring disci-
pline. Nobody could. There’s
simply no way to enforce struc-
ture on a commander in chief
who apparently abhors it.

And as Kelly’s tenure prog-
ressed, it also became clear that
he couldn’t bring an end to
rancor and controversy either.
Because, it turns out, he brought
controversy with him.

In the course of his 16-month
appointment, Kelly defended
the policy of separating migrant
families at the U.S. border be-
cause, he said, the children
could go to “foster care or what-
ever.” He spread an untruth

about Rep. Frederica Wilson,
D-Fla., and then refused to
apologize or recant. When
White House staffer Rob Porter
was accused of domestic vi-
olence — accompanied by pho-
tos of his ex’s horrifically
bruised face — news leaked that
Kelly had known about the
allegations for months before
they became public and pri-
vately urged Porter to stay in the
job.

I wonder if we get distracted
by epaulets. And by epaulets,
I’m really thinking of the things
that accompany them: A stead-
fast demeanor. A dignified poker
face. A man who looks like he
could be your father or your
friend’s father.

Because when a person has
these things, it’s easy to confuse
being “the adult in the room”
with a set of behaviors instead of
a set of principles. Being the real
adult in the room means acting
with nuance, compassion and
humility — and admitting the
times when you’ve failed to do
so. It doesn’t mean doing bad
things in a really dignified way.

It’s possible that in a few
years, Kelly will join the lecture
circuit, write a tell-all memoir
and reveal a hundred ways in
which he helped America avert
crises, in which he saved an
impulsive president from his
worst instincts. He was a hero in
his military career; perhaps he
was a hero in the White House
too. He certainly seemed to
approach the role from a place
of public service.

But meanwhile, let’s be care-
ful about how much we pre-
emptively applaud the next
adults in the room. No matter
how impressive the resume or
the uniform, no matter how
official and reassuring they look.
Sometimes, an adult in the room
just provides the veneer of ma-
turity that helps a toddler in the
room get away with everything.

The Washington Post

Monica Hesse is a Washington
Post columnist.

It was announced Saturday that White House chief of staff John Kelly will leave his position this month.

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST 

John Kelly and the myth
of the ‘adult in the room’
By Monica Hesse
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After pulling 12-hour shifts as a restau-
rant hostess, Alid Alvarado was eager for a
job that would allow her to spend more
time with her three young kids. She found
it as a shopper with Instacart, the on-
demand grocery delivery service, which
allowed her to set her own schedule and
earn some $300 a week for 20 hours of
work.

But two weeks after she became a
shopper — a job that entails getting
customers’ groceries from store shelves to
their homes — Instacart changed its

payment structure and, Alvarado said, her
earnings plunged.

Those 20 hours yielded less than $160 as
she waited for higher-paying orders to
come through, embittering her to the gig
economy job that at first seemed like a
lifeline.

“We’re being mistreated,” said Alvarado,
28, a single mom who lives in south
suburban Oak Lawn.

Instacart, which boasts a community of
70,000 shoppers across the U.S. and
Canada, has attracted $1.6 billion in
funding since its founding in 2012 as
investors anticipate a surge in consumers
ordering their groceries online. Its CEO

recently said an initial public offering is
“on the horizon.”

But the San Francisco-based company
for years has angered some shoppers who
say numerous tweaks to the payment
model have resulted in pay cuts, prompt-
ing them to boycott and attempt to
organize the loose network of independent
contractors.

Instacart has acknowledged the frustra-
tions and over the last six months has
“deepened our commitment to improving
the experience” of shoppers by “carefully
and deliberately testing every new feature 

Alid Alvarado picks up orders for three different Instacart customers on Dec. 4 at Whole Foods.
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‘We’re being mistreated’ 
Instacart shoppers complain of pay cuts as company shifts to new model
By Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Instacart, Page 2

“The gig companies need to be held accountable to the people 
who built their businesses.” — Matthew Telles, a chief agitator in the fight for better pay from Instacart

Sears Holdings Corp. is shopping
around its stores, looking to gauge what
they’re worth in the open market while it
weighs Chairman Edward Lampert’s $4.6
billion bid to buy the entire chain and keep
it open.

The firm has hired real estate firm Jones
Lang LaSalle to market its portfolio of
about 500 U.S. stores and so far has seen

high interest in major markets, according
to people with knowledge of the matter.
Bids have come in from retailers and mall
owners, and other parties are interested in
potentially converting stores for non-retail
use, said the people, who asked not to be
identified discussing the private plan.

Strong prices could complicate Lam-
pert’s effort to buy Sears if it turns out the
chain is worth more dead than alive to its
creditors. The company has struggled to
line up support from lenders and suppliers
to keep its doors open after filing for
bankruptcy in October, with liquidation
seen by some analysts as increasingly
likely.

Burlington Stores, At Home Group,

Dick’s Sporting Goods. and U-Haul are
among those that have expressed interest
in some Sears properties, along with
potential buyers interested in converting
stores into residential or office space, one
person said.

Naveen Jaggi, president of retail and
brokerage services at JLL, confirmed that
his firm had been hired by Sears to market
the portfolio. Representatives for Sears
and ESL Investments, Lampert’s hedge
fund that’s backing his takeover plan,
declined to comment. M-III Partners,
Sears’s restructuring adviser, also declined
to comment.

Turn to Sears, Page 2

Strong prices for Sears’ stores could complicate turnaround
If chain is worth more dead
than alive to creditors,
chairman’s efforts derailed
By Lily Katz
Bloomberg News

One job description you might not
have expected: meteorologist

FedEx has employed an in-house
weather team since 1986 and uses its
forecasts to try to avoid missing delivery
deadlines due to bad weather, Murphy
said. The Goose Island facility, which
typically handles packages flown into
O’Hare International Airport on FedEx
aircraft, might adjust its schedules or
shift orders to trucks if it expects winter
storms to delay flights, he said.

lzumbach@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @laurenzumbach

The most wonderful time of the year is also the most hectic time of the year for
shipping services like FedEx and UPS.

Both UPS and FedEx say they expect to handle a record number of packages this
holiday season. UPS is forecasting nearly 800 million items, up from 762 million last
year, while FedEx declined to provide an estimate. Both also are hiring more seasonal
workers to move all those packages — 100,000 at UPS and 55,000 at FedEx. That
includes 3,000 at Chicago-area FedEx Ground facilities, more than double the number
of holiday hires last year.

Here’s what the end-of-year online shopping blitz means for the people working to
make sure orders arrive on time:

Mondays are the busiest 
A decade ago, FedEx handled about 12

million packages on its busiest day. Today,
it sees about 14 million during an average,
nonpeak day.

FedEx’s peak season stretches from
Black Friday to Christmas Eve, but
Mondays — when orders make it to
FedEx after weekend online shopping
sprees — are the busiest days of the busy
season, said Michael Murphy, senior
operations manager at the FedEx Ex-
press facility on Goose Island. Last year,
the four Mondays during the holiday
season were among the busiest ever at
FedEx, spokesman Jonathan Lyons said
in an email.

Mother’s Day is the second-busiest
holiday, but FedEx typically only sees

shipments spike during the prior week,
Murphy said.

How they ramp up
FedEx said investments in technology

help meet the increased demand, but the
company also relies on extra hours for
existing workers and seasonal hires. If
you see a courier hop out of a U-Haul
with your package, it’s probably one of
the extra trucks the company rents for
peak weeks, Murphy said.

How much ground each courier covers
Couriers typically handle the same

route each day, but the size of their turf
varies dramatically. The 110-story Willis
Tower is a FedEx route all by itself,
according to Murphy. 

It’s not just the number of packages
that increases during the holidays

People used to hesitate to buy things
like bulky electronics or furniture online.
As consumers have grown more comfort-
able buying a wider range of items, FedEx
said it’s handling more big, heavy items.
Murphy said he’s noticed more TVs this
year, and a couple rolled down the
conveyor belt Monday morning, along
with a box that appeared to contain a sofa
and another with auto parts. The Goose
Island facility can handle most large
items, but FedEx also has dedicated
facilities for oversize packages.

Workers sort packages at the FedEx Express facility in Chicago on Monday.

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

What online shopping
has done for delivery
By Lauren Zumbach | Chicago Tribune

BMO Financial
Group has con-
firmed plans to
anchor a new 50-
story office tower
adjacent to Union
Station, in a deal
that will consolidate
3,600 downtown
employees into a

single building.
The bank will lease 500,000 square

feet of the 700-foot-tall building, which
will be called BMO Tower, when it
opens in 2022, the bank said Monday.

BMO confirmed a September report
in the Tribune, which first reported the
bank’s plans for a new U.S. headquarters
on the site.

The deal will bring together employ-
ees of BMO Harris Bank and other
BMO Financial functions, such as
wealth management and capital mar-
kets.

The 3,600 workers are currently
based in more than 700,000 square feet
of combined space at 111 W. Monroe St.,
115 S. LaSalle St. and 200 W. Adams St.

BMO has leased 14 floors in the low-
to mid-rise portion of the tower, with
options to add more floors if it adds
non-branch employees downtown, said
Dave Casper, BMO’s U.S. CEO.

The new space will have a ground-
floor bank branch, and BMO will keep
its large branch on Monroe Street even
after the company vacates its longtime
Loop offices, Casper said.

“For a long time, we have wanted to
have all of our employees in one loca-
tion,” Casper said. “The reality is, to get
everyone in one location in renovated
space meant we would need to look at a
new tower.”

BMO will anchor a new office tower near

Union Station, called BMO Tower. 

RIVERSIDE INVESTMENT & DEVELOPMENT 

BMO bank
to anchor
50-story
tower
Confirmed plans for spot
adjacent to Union Station

Ryan Ori
On Real Estate

Turn to Ori, Page 3
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labor market. The share of
U.S. families who in a given
month received income
from online transportation
platforms, which include
ride-share and delivery
services, rose to 1 percent
this year, doubling from two
years ago, according to a
September report from the
JPMorgan Chase Institute
on the online gig economy.

Yet average monthly
earnings for transportation
gig workers fell by 53 per-
cent between 2013 and 2017,
according to the report. It
isn’t clear if that’s due to a
decline in pay or in hours,
but given that the drop
occurred as the labor mar-
ket strengthened, “it
wouldn’t be surprising to
me if engagement on these
platforms is more tenuous
than it was,” said Fiona
Greig, director of consumer
research at the JPMorgan
Chase Institute.

Telles, 35, became an
Instacart shopper in 2015
after he took a golf ball to
the head and suffered a
brain injury, making it diffi-
cult to return to his job in
sales. He said he earned $30
an hour in those early days
of Instacart, when custom-
ers would regularly tip 18
percent and the company
paid by a predictable for-
mula: A base fee per order
plus 40 cents per item and
bonuses for long trips or
large orders.

Telles said he saw his pay
decline as the years went by
and Instacart reduced the
base fee, added service
charges that confused cus-
tomers and changed the
tipping function on the app.
He was a named plaintiff in
a class-action lawsuit, set-
tled by Instacart last year for
$4.6 million, alleging mis-
classification of shoppers as
independent contractors as
well as other labor viola-
tions. The company did not
admit wrongdoing.

The recent payment
model change does away
with the per-item fee and
fixed base pay and instead
tells shoppers how much
they will earn based on a
formula that takes into ac-
count the time, mileage and
effort it takes to shop for
and deliver a particular or-
der.

Some of the changes are
positive, shoppers say, in-
cluding the ability to see the
items before accepting the
order, so they’re not stuck
carrying cases of water if
they don’t want to. Shop-
pers also now get a $3 bonus
per order if the customer
gives them the highest rat-
ing.

But in a private Facebook

with shopper focus groups
in cities of all sizes to gather
their feedback along the
way,” the company said in a
statement.

But the company’s shop-
pers are pushing back
against a recent change to
the payment model.

Instacart announced in
October that by the end of
the year all shoppers will be
paid according to a new
formula meant to better
match shoppers’ earnings
to the time and difficulty of
each order, by factoring in
details like the weight of
items purchased. But ag-
grieved workers say the
result has been inconsistent
earnings and an increase in
orders that pay too little to
be worth their time.

Since the new system
rolled out in the Chicago
market Nov. 5, some local
shoppers have been boy-
cotting low-paying orders,
in hopes that if enough
workers decline to take
them the company will be
forced to pay more. Leaders
of the resistance are prepar-
ing form letters for shop-
pers to send to their state
attorneys general and mem-
bers of Congress asking
them to take a deeper look
at the potential exploitation
of independent contractors,
who lack labor protections
like minimum wage thresh-
olds and unionization
rights.

“The gig companies need
to be held accountable to
the people who built their
businesses,” said Matthew
Telles, a shopper in Des
Plaines and a chief agitator
in the fight for better pay
from Instacart. Telles, one
of 10 organizers leading the
boycotts and letter cam-
paigns nationally, estimates
that anywhere from 1,000
to 15,000 shoppers are ac-
tively participating in the
boycott — he has no way of
measuring for sure — and is
confident the numbers are
growing as more are en-
gaged through social media
and word of mouth.

Instacart says its opera-
tions have not been affected
by the boycott, which is
taking place in markets
across the U.S., including
“no meaningful impact on
delayed customer orders.”

The new features, in-
tended to make shoppers’
jobs easier, were formulated
in consultation with shop-
pers, the company said.
Shoppers’ average hourly
earnings have remained
consistent as the changes
roll out in more markets.

“We want to be clear that

every shopper and every
order matters to us, and we
take all feedback seriously,”
the company said in a state-
ment. “ We’re committed to
looking into every issue that
our shoppers raise to better
understand how we can
improve our features and
create the best possible
shopper experience,” the
statement continued.

Telles doesn’t buy that
and accuses the fast-grow-
ing company of investing
less in its workers than in
algorithms that he thinks
calculate the lowest pay-
ment shoppers might be
willing to take.

“We fund the growth and
get nothing for it,” Telles
said. “We don’t get equity;
we don’t get stock. We get a
sore (butt) and broken sus-
pension in our cars.”

The pushback at In-
stacart comes as drivers for
ride-hailing platforms cele-
brate a milestone win in
New York, where city offi-
cials last week approved a
$17.22 minimum wage for
Uber, Lyft, Juno and Via
drivers, who are also inde-
pendent contractors. Driver
battles to be reclassified as
employees have failed.

The labor strife that has
accompanied the rise of
online gig platforms has
prompted some scholars to
advocate for a new category
of “independent worker”
that would get some protec-
tions currently reserved for
traditional employees, such
as the right to unionize and
collectively bargain, though
such proposals have not
moved forward formally.

The Bureau of Labor Stat-
istics surprised many econo-
mists earlier this year when
it issued a report finding
independent contracting
has declined in the U.S. over
the past 13 years, upending
predictions that precarious
work arrangements are on
the rise. But it found a 50
percent jump in independ-
ent contractors in the trans-
portation sector, likely be-
cause of online platforms.

“I think we need to be
concerned about this cate-
gory of worker because it’s
going to be more wide-
spread,” said Stephanie For-
tado, a lecturer in the
School of Labor and Em-
ployment Relations at the at
the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. If
sluggish wage growth can’t
keep up with the cost of
living, more people may
turn to gig work to supple-
ment their income, she said.

The workforces of online
gig platforms are growing
rapidly even as they remain
a tiny fraction of the overall

group for Chicago-area
shoppers, which has nearly
1,200 members, some shop-
pers have been sharing
screenshots of orders they
say would have paid much
more under the previous
model. Some pay so little,
they say, that profits are
negated given the cost of
gas, car maintenance and
taxes.

Jerome Leahy, 38, who
has been shopping for In-
stacart for five years, has a
screenshot of a Costco or-
der that entailed delivering
501 cans of soup for a
payment of $20.88. The
same order under the previ-
ous system would have paid
close to $75 if the customer
gave a 5 percent tip, he said.

“I used to work 40 hours
a week, and now I have to
work 60 hours or more to
make the same amount of
money,” said Leahy, who
lives in Chicago’s East
Garfield Park neighbor-
hood. He pulled up his
payment history on the app,
which showed earnings of
$778.98 for one week last
fall, and $348.09 for the
same week this year during
which he said he worked
the same number of hours.

Some days are worse
than others.

Alvarado, the single mom
of three who lives in Oak
Lawn, said the worst was
when she accepted three
Costco orders that together
paid less than $20 and
included multiple cases of
soda and boxes of copy
paper that she had to deliver
to a downtown building that
had no dolly. She hurt her
shoulder and couldn’t work
the following day. Also, the
business she delivered to
didn’t tip, which she has
found is common among
corporate customers.

But she still has lucrative
days.

Alvarado likes to start her
shift in the parking lot of the
massive Whole Foods Mar-
ket on Chicago’s Near North
Side, where Instacart or-
ders are plentiful, watching
her app as she sits in her Kia

Sorrento. The job is ideal for
her, she said, as she likes to
shop — driving for a ride-
share platform like Uber
would make her too anx-
ious — and it can hold her
over while she waits for her
GED program to start in
January. She hopes to study
criminal justice and become
a youth parole officer.

Alvarado rejected one
low-paying order that fit the
boycott parameters, but
then accepted a series of
small orders of just over $10
a piece, which she said were
worthwhile because she
could do them quickly.

As she delivered six bags
of groceries to a customer’s
home in Roscoe Village,
under a dusting of snow
flurries, she glanced around
the tony neighborhood.

“It motivates me to see
the houses where I could
possibly live in the future,”
she said.

Her next order came im-
mediately, and soon Alva-
rado was pushing a cart
through the aisles at Fresh
Thyme Farmers Market on
North Elston Avenue in the
Logan Square community
area. She examined Hon-
eycrisp apples for bruises,
took a photo of a bag of baby
carrots to prove she got the
right one, waited at the
seafood counter for 4
pounds of black pepper
salmon, and sent a message
to her customer asking if it
would be OK for her to
substitute a different brand
unsweetened almond milk.

The timer on her In-
stacart app showed she was
done shopping in just over
15 minutes, beating the 16-
minute estimate it had giv-
en her (there is no conse-
quence for taking longer).
After driving the two bags
to her customer, she ob-
served that it has been
interesting to glimpse what
Instacart customers eat.

“There are lots of vegan
people and organic people,
who pay a lot for their
groceries but don’t leave
good tips,” she said.

Tipping is a sore spot for

some shoppers, who say the
5 percent default on the
Instacart app has condi-
tioned customers to give
only that. (They can change
it to what they want.) And
under the new payment
system it seems tips are
being rolled into base com-
pensation. One screenshot
shows a $12.54 total pay-
ment for two orders from
Costco — $10.67 of it made
up of tip.

The mystery behind the
algorithm’s calculations has
been one of the most frus-
trating parts of the recent
changes because it makes
them hard to dispute, shop-
pers say.

“It’s a black box; no one
can figure it out,” said Shel-
ley, 68, a Chicago shopper
who asked that her last
name not be used for fear of
being deactivated by the
platform.

Shelley, a life coach who
started shopping for In-
stacart two years ago to help
make ends meet, drives to
the North Shore to make
deliveries. She used to ac-
cept 100 percent of orders,
but since the recent change,
she takes just 45 percent of
them, as the pay for some is
“insulting,” she said. Her
weekly earnings have
dropped from between
$350 and $400 for 35 hours
of work to $200 to $300 –
and on her worst weeks
she’s averaging $5 an hour.

“I wake up with panic
attacks every day; I start
getting scared and adding
up my bills for the week,”
said Shelley, who said she
lost her savings in a prior
failed business venture.

Shelley hopes Instacart
improves the pay because
she likes the work. She gets
to see different parts of
town, and lifting bags has
kept her in shape.

“Most women my age,
their arms wobble like
wings,” she said. “I have
good triceps. It’s definitely a
perk.”

aelejalderuiz@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @alexiaer

Alid Alvarado said she joined Instacart so she could spend more time with her three kids.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Some workers say new
model has forced cuts
Instacart, from Page 1

The Sears bankruptcy fil-
ing listed 687 retail stores in
49 states plus U.S. terri-
tories under the Sears and
Kmart banners. Lampert’s
bid would cover about 500
stores, the company head-
quarters and distribution
outlets.

JLL was hired to gener-
ate buyer interest in the
retailer’s stores, but it hasn’t

been asked as of last week to
take part in any liquidation
process or facilitate nego-
tiations, the people said.
Nevertheless, there is real
interest from Sears in gen-
erating quality offers that
compete against Lampert’s,
they said.

Sears has asked parties
bidding on multiple stores
to include their offers for
each individual asset, rather
than just one price for all

the locations they want, said
the people. One consortium
made a bulk offer without
such details and was noti-
fied of the rules, they said.
Suitors have until Dec. 28 to
submit their proposals.

Selling certain locations
wouldn’t necessarily under-
mine Lampert’s bid, and
could provide much-
needed cash to keep the rest
of the chain running. Stores
in New York or Los Angeles,

for example, might be
highly valued, so it may
make more sense to sell
them than to keep them
operating. It’s possible that
Sears will end up disposing
of some stores, or keeping
portions of certain build-
ings and chopping up the
rest for alternate uses.

Burlington expects to
“take a piece of a building
and somebody else will take
another piece of the build-

ing and they’ll divide it up,”
Chief Executive Officer
Thomas Kingsbury told in-
vestors during the chain’s
third-quarter earnings call.
“Kmart is probably more of
an opportunity for us be-
cause they’re in very good
locations,” Kingsbury said.
“We’d have to carve up the
box based on the current
size of our boxes we desire.”

U-Haul is working to
acquire Sears and Kmart

properties in a “bundle
deal” for uses that could
include indoor climate-
controlled self-storage, re-
tail showrooms and depots
for truck and trailer rentals,
according to an emailed
statement. “We look for-
ward to continue working
with them in hopes of
getting approval from the
bankruptcy court for this
transaction,” said spokes-
man Sebastien Reyes.

Sears seeks offers on stores Lampert needs for turnaround
Sears, from Page 1
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WHEAT (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Dec 18 522.75 522.75 514.75 514.75 -5.25

Mar 19 529.75 531 524.50 525.25 -5.75

CORN (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Dec 18 374.25 376 372.75 374.25 +.25

Mar 19 384.50 386 383.25 384 -2

SOYBEANS (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel Jan 19 912 916.50 908.50 909.75 -7.25

Mar 19 925 929 921.25 922.75 -6.25

SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 60,000 lbs- cents per lb Dec 18 28.59 28.59 28.52 28.52 +.02

Jan 19 28.73 28.91 28.58 28.76 +.02

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOT) 100 tons- dollars per ton Dec 18 308.80 309.30 307.90 307.90 -1.20

Jan 19 310.80 312.30 309.60 310.00 -1.20

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NYMX) 1,000 bbl.- dollars per bbl. Jan 19 52.03 52.81 50.53 51.00 -1.61

Feb 19 52.21 53.01 50.73 51.20 -1.61

NATURAL GAS (NYMX) 10,000 mm btu’s, $ per mm btu Jan 19 4.590 4.666 4.390 4.545 +.057

Feb 19 4.470 4.533 4.278 4.360 -.018

NY HARBOR GAS BLEND (NYMX)42,000 gallons- dollars per gallon Jan 19 1.4640 1.4870 1.4141 1.4189 -.0669

Feb 19 1.4622 1.4860 1.4145 1.4190 -.0655

-3.80

30-day % change

DOW NASD S&P

d

-2.50

d

-3.25

d

+.15

1-year % change

DOW NASD S&P

u

+2.12

u

-.84

d

Stocks listed may change due to daily fluctuations in market capitalization. Exchange key: N=NYSE, O=NASDAQ

COMMODITY AMOUNT-PRICE MO. OPEN HIGH LOW SETTLE CHG.

STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG.

Abbott Labs N 70.92 +.97
AbbVie Inc N 87.61 +.65
Allstate Corp N 83.28 -.53
Aptargroup Inc N 99.11 -.66
Arch Dan Mid N 44.59 +.13
Baxter Intl N 65.48 +.46
Boeing Co N 326.35 +3.13
Brunswick Corp N 48.52 -1.05
CBOE Global Markets N 105.46 +1.12
CDK Global Inc O 48.01 +.03
CDW Corp O 90.62 -.86
CF Industries N 41.33 +.30
CME Group O 190.35 +3.24
CNA Financial N 44.18 -.36
Caterpillar Inc N 123.39 -.16
ConAgra Brands Inc N 30.41 -.43
Deere Co N 147.03 -.23
Discover Fin Svcs N 64.74 -.10
Dover Corp N 78.20 -1.30
Equity Commonwlth N 31.26 -.31

Equity Lifesty Prop N 103.32 +.76
Equity Residential N 71.51 -.16
Exelon Corp N 47.00 +.04
First Indl RT N 31.64 -.24
Fortune Brds Hm&SecN 42.83 +.24
Gallagher AJ N 74.54 +.02
Grainger WW N 285.31 -4.12
GrubHub Inc N 80.81 +4.01
Hill-Rom Hldgs N 93.83 +1.07
IDEX Corp N 134.38 +.74
ITW N 130.66 +1.19
Ingredion Inc N 96.46 -.75
Jones Lang LaSalle N 130.10 -3.30
Kemper Corp N 67.73 -2.07
Kraft Heinz Co O 48.27 -.44
LKQ Corporation O 25.63 ...
Littelfuse Inc O 172.67 +.09
MB Financial O 41.35 -1.05
McDonalds Corp N 184.65 +1.69
Middleby Corp O 109.09 -.28

Mondelez Intl O 43.93 +.13
Morningstar Inc O 111.58 -3.63
Motorola Solutions N 129.60 +2.07
NiSource Inc N 27.26 +.12
Nthn Trust Cp O 88.20 -.73
Old Republic N 21.43 -.12
Packaging Corp Am N 92.50 -.45
Paylocity Hldg O 62.74 +.67
Stericycle Inc O 42.31 -1.62
Teleph Data N 34.38 -.42
TransUnion N 61.77 +1.24
Tribune Media Co A N 45.15 +.16
US Foods Holding N 31.78 -.05
USG Corp N 43.01 -.03
Ulta Salon Cosmetics O 251.10 -3.37
United Contl Hldgs O 88.55 +.32
Ventas Inc N 64.79 -.68
Walgreen Boots Alli O 81.16 -.03
Wintrust Financial O 70.84 -1.01
Zebra Tech O 167.87 +2.53

LARGEST COMPANIES LARGEST MUTUAL FUNDS

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

NASDAQ STOCK MARKET

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

Gen Electric 6.93 -.08
Bank of America 24.76 -.67
Ford Motor 8.52 -.30
AT&T Inc 29.91 -.23
Chesapk Engy 2.65 -.07
Weatherford Intl Ltd .46 -.06
Nokia Corp 5.68 +.15
Wells Fargo & Co 48.80 -1.46
Citigroup 57.07 -1.28
Oracle Corp 46.67 +.67
Transocean Ltd 8.07 -.23
Travelport Wwde 15.87 +.47
Pfizer Inc 44.40 +.48
Barrick Gold 13.84 +.16
Teva Pharm 18.44 -.97
JPMorgan Chase & Co101.36 -1.93
Petrobras 13.53 -.71
Vale SA 12.86 -.28
ENSCO PLC 4.75 -.36
Twitter Inc 33.43 +.60
Sthwstn Energy 4.22 -.17
Nabors Inds 2.77 -.33
Gerdau SA 3.88 -.12
Regions Fncl 14.39 -.51

Adv Micro Dev 19.99 +.53
Apple Inc 169.60 +1.11
Microsoft Corp 107.59 +2.77
Micron Tech 34.80 -.51
Cisco Syst 46.86 +.42
Sirius XM Hldgs Inc 6.20 -.02
Facebook Inc 141.85 +4.43
Intel Corp 47.21 +.97
Caesars Entertain 7.23 -.35
Qualcomm Inc 57.24 +1.25
Cronos Group Inc 12.88 +.16
Uxin Limited ADS 5.36 +.68
OncoSec Medical .88 +.07
Comcast Corp A 37.35 -.06
Helios and Matheson .02 -.00
Nvidia Corporation 151.86 +4.25
Tivity Health 27.65 -12.96
JD.com Inc 20.51 -.42
Marinus Pharma 5.24 +.07
Nutri System 43.68 +9.48
Zynga Inc 3.67 +.07
Starbucks Cp 65.49 +.02
Marvell Tech Grp 15.35 -.09
Activision Blizzard 47.88 +.65

FOREIGN MARKETS

INDEX CLOSE CHG./%

Shanghai 2584.58 -21.3/-.8
Stoxx600 338.99 -6.5/-1.9
Nikkei 21219.50 -459.2/-2.1
MSCI-EAFE 1746.25 -28.3/-1.6
Bovespa 85914.69 -2200.4/-2.5
FTSE 100 6721.54 -56.6/-.8
CAC-40 4742.38 -70.7/-1.5

Based on market capitalization Based on total assets

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

CHG 1-YR

FUND NAV IN $ %RTN

Alibaba Group Hldg 151.43 -1.63
Alphabet Inc C 1039.55 +2.97

Alphabet Inc A 1053.18 +6.60
Amazon.com Inc 1641.03+11.90

Apple Inc 169.60 +1.11
Bank of America 24.76 -.67

Berkshire Hath B 203.26 -1.62

Exxon Mobil Corp 76.54 -1.10
Facebook Inc 141.85 +4.43

JPMorgan Chase 101.36 -1.93
Johnson & Johnson 145.26 -.17

Microsoft Corp 107.59 +2.77

Pfizer Inc 44.40 +.48
Royal Dutch Shell B 60.08 -.65

Royal Dutch Shell A 58.85 -.46
Unitedhealth Group 266.53 -2.65

Verizon Comm 58.27 +.59

Visa Inc 137.88 +.77
WalMart Strs 93.94 +.75

American Funds AMCpA m 31.37 +.10 +3.4
American Funds AmrcnBalA m 26.72 +.02 +.8
American Funds CptWldGrIncA m46.09 -.08 -6.8
American Funds CptlIncBldrA m 57.81 -.12 -4.7
American Funds FdmtlInvsA m 59.40 +.16 -1.3
American Funds GrfAmrcA m 50.10 +.17 +2.6
American Funds IncAmrcA m 22.15 -.01 -1.9
American Funds InvCAmrcA m 38.33 +.11 -1.1
American Funds NwPrspctvA m 41.61 +.03 -2.8
American Funds WAMtInvsA m 44.11 +.16 +2.4
DFA IntlCorEqIns 11.98 -.15 -13.9
Dodge & Cox Inc 13.32 +.01 -.8
Dodge & Cox IntlStk 38.62 -.53 -14.6
Dodge & Cox Stk 195.31 -1.11 -.2
DoubleLine TtlRetBdI 10.37 ... +1.0
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm 92.55 +.16 +1.4
Fidelity Contrafund 11.46 +.05 +2.3
Fidelity ContrafundK 11.46 +.05 +2.4
Fidelity TtlMktIdxInsPrm 75.87 +.07 +.7
Fidelity USBdIdxInsPrm 11.19 +.01 -.8
Franklin Templeton IncA1 m 2.20 ... -1.8
Metropolitan West TtlRetBdI 10.32 ... -.6
PIMCO IncInstl 11.80 ... +.3
PIMCO TtlRetIns 9.93 ... -.6
Schwab SP500Idx 41.38 +.07 +1.4
T. Rowe Price BCGr 102.88 +.66 +7.1
T. Rowe Price GrStk 65.15 +.39 +4.1
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl 244.57 +.44 +1.4
Vanguard DivGrInv 27.43 +.11 +6.5
Vanguard EqIncAdmrl 75.67 -.10 -.1
Vanguard GrIdxAdmrl 72.94 +.39 +2.5
Vanguard HCAdmrl 89.78 -.02 +7.0
Vanguard InTrInGdAdm 9.32 -.01 -1.4
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl 13.85 ... +.7
Vanguard InsIdxIns 241.29 +.43 +1.4
Vanguard InsIdxInsPlus 241.31 +.43 +1.4
Vanguard InsTtlSMIInPls 58.41 +.05 +.8
Vanguard MdCpIdxAdmrl 182.07 -.32 -3.1
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl 137.33 +.38 +3.9
Vanguard STInvmGrdAdmrl 10.40 ... +.3
Vanguard SmCpIdxAdmrl 67.70 -.30 -2.4
Vanguard TrgtRtr2020Inv 30.48 -.04 -2.0
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Inv 17.86 -.03 -2.4
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Inv 32.34 -.06 -2.7
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Inv 19.80 -.04 -3.1
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl 10.37 +.01 -.9
Vanguard TtBMIdxIns 10.37 +.01 -.9
Vanguard TtInBIdxAdmrl 22.01 +.04 +2.1
Vanguard TtInBIdxIns 33.03 +.07 +2.1
Vanguard TtInBIdxInv 11.01 +.02 +2.1
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl 25.87 -.26 -11.3
Vanguard TtInSIdxIns 103.47 -1.03 -11.3
Vanguard TtInSIdxInsPlus 103.49 -1.03 -11.3
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv 15.47 -.15 -11.4
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl 65.75 +.06 +.8
Vanguard TtlSMIdxIns 65.77 +.07 +.8
Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv 65.72 +.06 +.7
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl 70.38 -.05 -.1
Vanguard WlslyIncAdmrl 63.04 -.01 -.6
Vanguard WndsrIIAdmrl 63.87 -.17 -2.4

TREASURY YIELDS

SPOT METALS

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

INTEREST RATES

DURATION CLOSE PREV.

CLOSE PREV.

A U.S. Dollar buys . . .

3-month disc 2.375 2.34
6-month disc 2.48 2.46
2-year 2.73 2.72
10-year 2.85 2.85
30-year 3.13 3.14

Gold $1243.70 $1246.80
Silver $14.478 $14.572
Platinum $782.10 $790.40

Argentina (Peso) 37.6712
Australia (Dollar) 1.3917
Brazil (Real) 3.9228
Britain (Pound) .7964
Canada (Dollar) 1.3413
China (Yuan) 6.9128
Euro .8808
India (Rupee) 72.535
Israel (Shekel) 3.7458
Japan (Yen) 113.21
Mexico (Peso) 20.3198
Poland (Zloty) 3.78
So. Korea (Won) 1129.86
Taiwan (Dollar) 30.91
Thailand (Baht) 32.89

Prime Rate 5.25
Discount Rate Primary 2.75
Fed Funds Target 2.00-2.25
Money Mkt Overnight Avg. 0.59

High: 24,500.81 Low: 23,881.37 Previous: 24,388.95

d - Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee.
m - Multiple fees are charged, usually a marketing
fee and either a sales or redemption fee.
Source: Morningstar.

MARKET ROUNDUP

the appeals court issued its
three-page ruling.

Rai, a protege of John
Kapoor, who holds 23 per-
cent of Akorn, agreed with
company directors that his
departure “will be treated as
a resignation for good rea-
son,” according to an Akorn
filing Friday with the U.S.
Securities and Exchange
Commission. Kapoor, who
served as Akorn’s CEO from
1991 to 1998, is facing federal
racketeering charges related
to his new company, Insys
Therapeutics Inc. He is ac-
cused of bribing doctors to
get them to ramp up pre-
scriptions of an opioid pain-
killer, and has pleaded not
guilty.

Rai, who was in court in
Delaware on Wednesday for
the appellate arguments,
had total compensation for
2016 of more than $7 mil-
lion, according to SEC fil-
ings. Under an Akorn sever-
ance plan, he would have
been entitled to a $2.1 mil-
lion cash payment as of Dec.
31, 2017, had he been termi-

Akorn’s CEO stepped
down after the Delaware
Supreme Court ruled that a
rapid downturn in its busi-
ness was grounds for Frese-
nius SE to walk away from a
$4.3 billion buyout of the
generic drugmaker.

Officials of Lake Forest-
based Akorn said Friday
that Chief Executive Raj
Rai was retiring now that its
dispute with the German
pharma company had been
ended by the appellate
court’s decision. A panel of
judges upheld a finding that
a drop in revenue and other
problems prior to the deal’s
closing triggered Frese-
nius’s right to abandon the
buyout.

Shares of Akorn plunged
Friday as much as 37 per-
cent, to their lowest intra-
day price in more than eight
years. Trading in the stock
was halted for a time after

nated “without cause or
good reason,” according to
another regulatory filing.
He will stay on until his
successor is named, com-
pany officials said.

Rai’s departure is good
for Akorn, Piper Jaffray
analyst David Amsellem
wrote in an email late
Friday. The company
“could benefit from a new
leadership team that is bet-
ter versed in manufacturing
operations and generics
R&D,” Amsellem wrote.

Jennifer Bowles, a
spokeswoman for Akorn,
didn’t immediately return a
call, after regular business
hours, seeking comment on
whether Rai was stepping
down over problems high-
lighted in the Fresenius
case. In its statement, the
company said it would
“move forward and rebuild
shareholder value” after
the “disappointing deci-
sion” in the Fresenius case.

Many high-profile dis-
putes over mergers are
heard in Delaware, corpo-

rate home to more than half
the nation’s public compa-
nies and more than 60
percent of Fortune 500
firms. Its chancery court
specializes in quickly hear-
ing big-dollar business
cases.

But the case marked the
first time the Delaware trial
court had decided whether
an acquiring company can
cancel a purchase because
the target’s business experi-
enced a “material adverse
change” before the deal
closed, and the first time
the Delaware Supreme
Court had upheld such a
finding.

Akorn sued in April after
Fresenius pulled out of the
deal. Fresenius had cited
the U.S. company’s plung-
ing revenues and opera-
tional problems. As the deal
was being finalized, Frese-
nius officials discovered
Akorn wouldn’t meet profit
projections. An anonymous
whistle-blower also tipped
off Fresenius executives
about a longstanding pat-

tern of problems in Akorn’s
drug-development and
manufacturing systems.

Akorn officials claimed
Fresenius focused on minor
regulatory and manufactur-
ing miscues as a pretext for
canceling the buyout after
suffering “buyer’s re-
morse.” 

Fresenius had experi-
enced some of the same
kinds of operational prob-
lems, they said. Rai testified
during the trial that officials
of the German drugmaker
were smearing his firm’s
reputation with false claims
about data insecurity and
phony test results.

After the weeklong trial,
Judge Travis Laster ruled in
October that the deteriora-
tion of Akorn’s business
was severe enough to allow
Fresenius to walk away.
Akorn appealed. The appel-
late court upheld Laster’s
246-page ruling.

Matthias Link, a spokes-
man for Fresenius, of Bad
Homburg, called the deci-
sion “very welcome.”

Akorn CEO steps down after $4.3B lost deal
By Jef Feeley, 
Joshua Fineman 
and Steven Church
Bloomberg News

The site just south of
railway station, which
will include a 1.5-acre
park, was ideal because
80 percent of the bank’s
workers commute by
public transportation,
Casper said. BMO’s logo
will be near the top of the
tower.

“To be at this location
and have BMO highlight
the skyline, it’s a great
opportunity,” Casper said.
“It solves all of our needs
well beyond the near
term.”

Toronto-based BMO
was represented in the
deal by brokers Steve
Stratton and Jeff Liljeberg
of Jones Lang LaSalle.

The City Council on
Oct. 31 approved plans for
the Union Station re-
development.

BMO Tower is part of a
larger redevelopment
plan by Amtrak and Chi-
cago-based development
firms Riverside Invest-
ment & Development and
Convexity Properties.

The plan also includes
a one-story extension of
the main building to cre-
ate a 400-room hotel, as
well as new retail on
lower levels of the train
station.

The office tower is
designed by architecture
firm Goettsch Partners.

Casper declined to say
if the bank plans to be a
construction lender on its
new office tower.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel
in October said the new
office tower would cost
about $900 million, and
would create 5,100 con-
struction jobs. Construc-
tion work is expected to
start on the approxi-
mately 1.5 million-square-
foot tower in 2019.

BMO is the only tenant
that has signed a lease.

rori@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @Ryan_Ori

BMO to
anchor
50-story
tower
Ori, from Page 1

WASHINGTON — The
number of open jobs rose in
October to the second-
highest on record, evidence
that U.S. employers remain
determined to hire despite
ongoing trade disputes and
rocky financial markets. 

The Labor Department
said Monday that the num-
ber of job openings in-
creased 1.7 percent to a
seasonally adjusted 7.1 mil-
lion. That is not far from the
record of 7.3 million
reached in August. 

The number of people
hired also climbed while
the ranks of those who quit
their jobs fell slightly. 

The data underscore that
the labor market remains
strong and suggest that last

Friday’s jobs report, which
showed a modest drop in
the pace of hiring, does not
reflect a pessimistic outlook
among employers. 

The economy expanded
over the summer and fall at
the fastest six-month pace
in four years. 

On Monday, the markets
remained volatile as stocks
recovered from sharp
losses in morning trading to
end with modest gains. The
Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age, which lost as much as
507 points in early trading,
edged up 34.31 points, or 0.1
percent, to close at
24,423.26. 

The S&P 500 index
picked up 4.64 points, or 0.2
percent, to 2,637.72. The
Nasdaq composite rose 51.27
points, or 0.7 percent, to
7,020.52. The Russell 2000
index of smaller-company
stocks slid 4.99 percent, or
0.3 percent, to 1,443.10.

Monday’s rebound was
spearheaded by the tech-
nology sector, which was

up more than 1 percent by
mid-afternoon. Facebook
shares were up nearly 3
percent, Microsoft up 1.7
percent and Intel was up 1.5
percent. 

Daniel Wiener, chairman
of Adviser Investments,
said the market is being
moved by day-traders re-
sponding to every nuance
in the news and the market-
place.

“This is one of those
headline moments when
it’s easier to sell than it is to
think about being an in-
vestor,” Wiener said. “Tra-
ders respond to every news
blip. They are measured on
their day-to-day perform-
ance. They are affecting this
market. Investors have a
long-term horizon and look
at this relatively significant
downturn and consider
making purchases.”

On Friday, the govern-
ment said employers added
155,000 jobs in November,
down from 237,000 in the
previous month and below

the average monthly gain
this year. 

The unemployment rate
stayed at a nearly five-
decade low of 3.7 percent. 

Monday’s report, known
as the Job Openings and
Labor Turnover survey, in-
cludes data on the number
of jobs advertised by em-
ployers, as well as total
hiring and the number of
layoffs and quits. Friday’s
job gain is a net figure. 

Many economists saw
the hiring decline in Fri-
day’s report as a potential
sign that the economy and
job market are decelerating
from robust growth
achieved earlier this year
after the Trump adminis-
tration’s tax cuts and in-
creased government spend-
ing took effect. 

After healthy growth in
the second and third quar-
ters, the Federal Reserve
Bank of Atlanta forecasts
that the economy will ex-
pand at a slower but still-
solid 2.4 percent pace in the

final three months of the
year. 

Growth is also likely to
remain at that level in 2019,
analysts estimate. 

Job openings soared 7.6
percent in manufacturing to
522,000, where many em-
ployers say they are unable
to find qualified workers.
Factory jobs require higher-
tech skills in areas such as
robotics and computer-as-
sisted machine tools.

Openings also jumped in
construction, financial ac-
tivities, and retail. 

They fell in mining and
logging, professional and
business services such as
accounting, and were es-
sentially unchanged in
health care. 

The number of people
quitting their jobs declined
slightly and is down to 3.5
million, from a peak of 3.65
million in August. Quits are
seen as a sign of job market
strength, as most people
quit for other jobs, typically
at higher pay. 

Open jobs in Oct. hit 2nd-highest mark 
Employers hiring
despite trade tiffs,
volatile markets
By Christopher
Rugaber
Associated Press
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OBITUARIES

In 1816 Indiana became the
19th state. 

In 1872 America’s first black
governor took office as
Pinckney Benton Stewart
Pinchback became acting
governor of Louisiana. 

In 1928 police in Buenos
Aires thwarted an attempt
on the life of President-elect
Herbert Hoover. 

In 1936 Britain’s King Ed-
ward VIII abdicated to
marry American divorcee
Wallis Warfield Simpson. 

In 1937 Italy withdrew from
the League of Nations. 

In 1941 Germany and Italy
declared war on the United
States; the U.S. responded in
kind. 

In 1946 the United Nations
International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF)
was established. 

In 1961 a U.S. aircraft carrier
carrying Army helicopters
arrived in Saigon — the first
direct American military
support for South Vietnam’s
battle against Communist
guerrillas. 

In 1980 President Jimmy
Carter signed into law a $1.6
billion environmental

“superfund” to pay for
cleaning up chemical spills
and toxic waste dumps. 

In 1981 the U.N. Security
Council chose Javier Perez
de Cuellar of Peru to be the
fifth secretary-general of the
world body. 

In 1990 Ivana Trump was
divorced from real estate
mogul Donald Trump. 

In 1991 a jury in West Palm
Beach, Fla., acquitted
William Kennedy Smith of
sexual assault and battery,
rejecting the allegations of
Patricia Bowman. 

In 1994 thousands of Rus-
sian troops backed by ar-
mored columns and jets
rolled into breakaway repub-
lic of Chechnya in a bid to
restore Moscow’s control
over the region. 

In 1996 a China-organized
committee of 400 Hong
Kong notables elected ship-
ping tycoon Tung Chee-hwa
to be the first postcolonial
leader of Hong Kong. 

In 1997 more than 150 coun-
tries agreed at a global
warming conference in
Kyoto, Japan, to control
Earth’s greenhouse gases. 

In 1998 the Mars Climate
Orbiter blasted off on a
nine-month journey to the

Red Planet. (The probe dis-
appeared in September 1999,
apparently destroyed). 

In 1999 President Bill Clin-
ton told CBS Radio his 1993
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy
on gays in the military wasn’t
working, and he pledged to
work with the Pentagon to
find a way to fix it. 

In 2000 shortstop Alex
Rodriguez agreed to a land-
mark $252 million deal with
the Texas Rangers. 

In 2001 federal prosecutors
charged Zacarias Mous-
saoui, a French citizen of
Moroccan descent, with
conspiring to murder thou-
sands in the Sept. 11 suicide
hijackings. Also in 2001 the
federal government ap-
proved Swiss food giant Nes-
tle SA’s $10.3 billion pur-
chase of Ralston Purina. 

In 2003 A German court
freed a Moroccan accused of
supporting the Sept. 11 al-
Qaida terror cell in Ham-
burg, saying there was new
evidence indicating he did
not know about the plot. 

In 2005 Paramount Pic-
tures announced it was buy-
ing independent film studio
DreamWorks SKG Inc. 

In 2007 two car bombs in
Algeria, including one tar-
geting the U.N. refugee agen-
cy’s offices, killed 37 people,
17 of them U.N. employees;
al-Qaida’s self-styled North
African branch claimed re-
sponsibility. 

In 2012 Michigan Gov. Rick
Snyder signed into law right-
to-work legislation that lim-
its the power of unions. Also
in 2012 a masked gunman
shot to death two shoppers
before killing himself at a
mall in Happy Valley, Ore. 

In 2014 the Republican-led
House of Representatives
narrowly approved a $1.1
trillion spending bill over
liberal Democrats’ objec-
tions hours before the fed-
eral government’s spending
authority was due to expire. 

Chicago Daily Tribune
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Mary Joyce Giles John-
son taught at a private high
school in West Chicago be-
fore embarking on a nearly
two-decade-long career as a
guidance counselor at two
high schools in Wheaton.

“She was a very caring
person, and the counselees
really liked her,” said
George Ruwe, the retired
head of Wheaton North
High School’s guidance de-
partment. “She really inter-
acted with them, and she
was a loving person. There’s
not a better person in terms
of giving and being aware of
people’s feelings.”

Johnson, 90, died of cor-
onary disease on Nov. 5 at
her home, her son Stephen
said. She had lived in Carol
Stream and previously re-
sided in Wheaton.

Born Mary Joyce Giles in
Chicago to a minister father
from England and a mother
from Scotland, Johnson
moved with her family from
Chicago’s Mayfair area to
Stratford, Wis., when she
was 2 years old. Her family
relocated to Marshfield,
Wis., when she was in
junior high school, and she
graduated from Marshfield
High School in 1946.

Johnson, who went by
Joyce as a first name, at-
tended William Jennings
Bryan University in Dayton,
Tenn. — now known as
Bryan College — for a year
before transferring to
Wheaton College, where
she received a bachelor’s
degree in physical educa-
tion in 1950.

Johnson then taught
physical education and
served as the girls dormi-
tory supervisor at Wheaton
Academy in West Chicago,
where she met her future
husband of 67 years,
Melvin. At Wheaton Acade-
my, Melvin Johnson, who
died in June, was at varying
times a biology teacher,

headmaster, dorm supervi-
sor and a bus driver.

Johnson left Wheaton
Academy in 1960 to raise
her family. For the next
eight years, she worked in
part-time roles, including as
a church secretary at
Wheaton Evangelical Free
Church.

In 1968, Johnson re-
sumed her full-time career,
working as a guidance
counselor at Wheaton Cen-
tral High School. She
switched to Wheaton North
several years later.

At both locations, “noth-
ing fazed her,” her son said.

“She was definitely
someone who liked to pour
into other people’s lives,
and I think as a guidance
counselor she had an op-
portunity to work with
some of the kids that were
maybe a little more chal-
lenging,” her son said.
“Those were the ones who
ended up in her office more
often, and I think she really
enjoyed that challenge, and
her personality was such
that she could get even the
most hardened criminal kid
to do what she wanted.”

One of Johnson’s signa-
ture acts was to give each
graduating senior a copy of
the New Testament with a
personal note.

“A number of students …
commented about that New
Testament and how much
that meant to them, maybe
not even from a religious
perspective but from the
fact that she cared enough
to do that,” her son said. “I
think it really showed who
my mom was. She was not
afraid to share her faith, but
she also didn’t jam it down
your throat, but she also
made sure you knew where
she stood.”

Retired Wheaton North
English teacher Marty
Brackin, a longtime friend,
called Johnson “one of the
most devoted” people with
whom he worked.

“She was very dedicated
to her job and to her coun-
selees,” he said. “And she
was always very cheerful.”

Brackin credited John-
son’s giving nature both to
her upbringing and to the
fact that she cared for her
mother for around 10 years
while her mother was in a
semi-vegetative state.

“I think it was just Joyce’s
way of life,” Brackin said.
“She was very generous and
would step up to do any-
thing for anybody.”

After retiring from
Wheaton North in 1987,
Johnson went on mission
trips with her husband,
including to Arizona, Scot-
land, Venezuela, the Do-
minican Republic and Ger-
many. The couple also spent
more time at their cottage in
southwestern Michigan,
which her husband and his
father built in 1958. Johnson
also was very active in her
church, where she had been
a charter member.

Johnson also enjoyed
teaching Bible studies, con-
tinuing to teach them until
two weeks before her death.

Johnson also is survived
by another son, Doug, and
five grandchildren.

Services were held.

Bob Goldsborough is a free-
lance reporter.

MARY JOYCE GILES JOHNSON 1928-2018 

Longtime counselor,
teacher in west suburbs

Mary Joyce Giles Johnson

worked as a guidance coun-

selor at Wheaton Central

High School before switch-

ing to Wheaton North. 
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By Bob Goldsborough
Chicago Tribune

ILLINOIS

Dec. 10 

Lotto .................. 02 04 21 38 41 49 / 9

Lotto jackpot: $2.75M

Pick 3 midday .......................... 093 / 5

Pick 4 midday ........................ 0297 / 3

Lucky Day Lotto midday .....................

05 11 23 39 44

Pick 3 evening .......................... 822 / 3

Pick 4 evening ....................... 0297 / 3

Lucky Day Lotto evening ....................

07 13 15 21 37

Dec. 11 Mega Millions: $245M

Dec. 12 Powerball: $230M

WISCONSIN

Dec. 10 

Pick 3 ................................................ 867

Pick 4 .............................................. 2117

Badger 5 ....................... 06 18 19 26 29

SuperCash ............ 01 02 04 21 34 38

INDIANA

Dec. 10 

Daily 3 midday ......................... 335 / 5

Daily 4 midday ...................... 7682 / 5

Daily 3 evening ........................ 301 / 9

Daily 4 evening ..................... 8537 / 9

Cash 5 ........................... 05 14 18 30 43

MICHIGAN

Dec. 10 

Daily 3 midday ............................... 521

Daily 4 midday ............................. 5212

Daily 3 evening ............................... 233

Daily 4 evening ............................ 7834

Fantasy 5 .................... 03 06 10 16 25

Keno 06 11 16 21 22 23 24 25 27 33

4344 52 55 58 60 61 63 64 65 73 80

WINNING LOTTERY NUMBERS

More winning numbers at 
chicagotribune.com/lottery

Carl Jesse Cinkus, age 79; beloved husband of
Nancy E. Cinkus, nee Spada; loving father of Julia
(William) Stagner, Karen Cinkus, Mark Cinkus,
Glenn (Rosemarie) Cinkus and Charles Hinderliter;
cherished grandfather of Michael and Kyle Knesh,
Christopher, Timothy, and Andrew Randazzo,
Richard, Joseph, Amanda and Tracee Cinkus; dear
great-grandfather of Juniper and James; fond
brother of Theresa Frederick; dearest uncle, sur-
rogate dad, mentor and friend of many. Visitation
Wednesday 3:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Funeral Thursday
9:15 AM from Adams-Winterfield & Sullivan Funeral

Home, 4343 Main St. (1 blk. S. of Ogden) Downers
Grove to St. Mary of Gostyn Church. Mass 10:00 AM.
Interment Private. In lieu of flowers, memorials in
Carl’s memory to, Take A Kid Fishing Foundation,
www.takf.com appreciated. 630-968-1000 or www.
adamswinterfieldsullivan.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Cinkus, Carl Jesse

Anthony S. Camardo Sr., age 89, of Crest Hill, for-
merly of Indian Head Park.
Beloved husband of the
late Angela H. Camardo.
Loving father of Anthony
(Doreene), Ralph (Deborah),
and Carmel Fontana (Jeff
Larkin). Devoted grandfather
of Anthony (Loryn), Derrick
(Sarah), Nicholas (Veronica),
Louis (Stephanie) and Ryan
(Kathryn) Camardo, and

Jillian, Louis and James Fontana. Great-grandfather
of 9. Cherished brother of Angela (Joseph) Serpico,
Georgiana (Dominick) Faraci, the late Anna Marie
(Michael) Leopold, and the late Carmel Camardo.
Fond uncle and friend of many. Visitation 3 to 8pm
Wednesday, Dec. 12th at Hallowell & James Funeral

Home, 1025 W. 55th St., Countryside. Prayers
9:15am Thursday, Dec. 13th from the funeral home
to St. John of the Cross Church for Mass at 9:45am.
Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, memorials to the Multiple Sclerosis Society
appreciated. Info: 708-352-6500 or hjfunerals.com

Camardo Sr., Anthony S.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Beatrice A. Cahill, nee McQuinn; Devoted wife of
Martin; Loving mother of Michael (fiancé Katie),
Matthew, Ryan, and Kathleen; Proud grandma
of Owen and Chase; Beloved sister of Catherine,
Patricia (late Dan) Grow, Michael (Karen), John
(Karen), and Martin (Jennifer); Dear sister-in-law,
aunt, cousin, and friend to many; Visitation
Wednesday, 4:00 p.m.to 9:00 p.m. Funeral Thursday,
9:00 a.m. from Curley Funeral Home, 6116 W. 111th
Street, Chicago Ridge to St. Catherine of Alexandria
Church, 10621 S. Kedvale Ave., Oak Lawn; Mass
10:00 a.m. Interment Holy Sepulchre Cemetery; For
Funeral Info 708-422-2700, or www.curleyfuneral-
home.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Cahill, Beatrice A.

Ilene Joy Becker, age 70, beloved daughter of the late
Samuel and the late Rose Becker; loving
twin sister of Rita (Sidney) Mathias; cher-
ished aunt of Rabbi Elliot (Shira) Mathias
and Rabbi Scott Mathias; dear great
aunt of Binyamin, Yonason, Yehuda,

Aviva, Gila, Batya, Noach, and Yitzchak. Ilene was a
respected educator. She lived at the Symphony of
Buffalo Grove these past 9 years. Special thanks and
much gratitude to the amazing staff at Symphony;
your remarkable and compassionate care has meant
so much to our family. Graveside service Tuesday,
December 11th, 12 Noon at Shalom Memorial Park,
Rand & Wilke Rds., Arlington Heights. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions to Congregation Beth Judea, 5304
RFD, Route 83 & Hilltop Rd., Long Grove, IL 60047,
www.bethjudea.org or Illinois Holocaust Museum &
Education Center, 9603 Woods Dr., Skokie, IL 60077,
www.ilholocaustmuseum.org. Info: The Goldman

Funeral Group, www.goldmanfunealgroup.com (847)
478-1600.

Becker, Ilene Joy

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Barbara Jean “Bebe” Altvater, of Clarendon Hills,
passed away on Sunday,
December, 9. Beloved wife
of Phil, loving mother of
Peter (Tracy) Scheffler, Mark
(Gisele Regatao) Scheffler
and Mimi (Ben) Stockton.
Fond grandmother of
Andrew, Skylar, James, Finn,
Julia and Summer.Dear sister
of William (the late Virginia)
Gordon, Philip (Jean) Gordon,

Mary Beth (the late John) Dove, and Kathy (Stephen)
Kula. Loving aunt of many nieces and nephews.
Bebe led a very active life: Teacher, real estate
agent and champion home decorator, who saw
every holiday as an opportunity to tap her creativ-
ity and sense of celebration. She had a passion for
the Chicago Bears and White Sox, and loved play-
ing tennis and golf - she even once shot a hole in
one. She enjoyed the card table - Bridge was her
game of choice. An avid traveler, Bebe was a pas-
senger on a transatlantic cruise ship as a girl and
later made stops throughout Europe, the Caribbean,
India, Hawaii, Zimbabwe, Mexico, Puerto Rico and
many other places. She was equally at home on
the savannas of Africa as she was on the streets of
Soho in New York. Visitation Wednesday, December
12, 9 am until time of funeral mass, 10 am at Notre
Dame Parish, 64 Norfolk, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514.
Interment Bronswood Cemetery, Oak Brook, IL In
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the char-
ity of your choice. Arrangements by Brian Powell

Funeral Directors of Hinsdale. For information 630-
703-9131 or www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

Altvater, Barbara Jean “Bebe”
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Death Notices

Best friend and beloved wife of Thomas (“T1”)
(Retired CFD) McPhillips. Best mom ever of Paddy
(Steve) Jacobsmeyer, Maribeth (Gerald) Healy,
Thomas (“T2) (CFD) (Jacqui) McPHillips, and Michael
(CFD) McPhillips. Proud Grandma/Nana of Sarah
and Gerald Healy, Thomas (“T3) (Maggie), Taylor,
Sydney, Michael, Maggie, Lauren, Allison, and
Brendan McPhillips. Much loved great-grandma
of Thomas (“T4”) McPhillips. Cherised daughter
of the late Thomas and the late Anna (Jeffers)
Gaughan. Devoted sister of the late Patsy Lynch
and the late Madeline Gaughan. Fond sister-in-law
of Lou McPhillips and Jimmy (Retired CFD) (Judy)
McPhillips. Loving aunt, cousin, and friend to many.
Visitation Tuesday 3-9 PM. Funeral Wednesday 9:15
AM from the Robert J. Sheehy and Sons Funeral

Home, 4950 W. 79th Street, Burbank, IL to St. Bede
the Venerable Church, Mass 10:00 AM. Interment
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. In lieu of flowers dona-
tions to Misericordia Heart of Mercy, 6300 North
Ridge Ave, Chicago, IL 60660 would be appreciated.
www.sheehyfh.com 708-857-7878
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McPhillips, Joanne T.

Louise Ruth (Locke) Mathis, 98, of Wheaton, IL, lov-
ing wife of the late David J.
Mathis; beloved mother of
Gary (Joyce) Mathis, Patricia
(Thomas) O’Malley, Michael
(Debby) Mathis, Kathleen
Cowens, David (Sally) Mathis,
Robert (Victoria) Mathis
and the late Mary; proud
grandmother of Kerry (Rick)
Andrews, Kelly Mathis,
Shannon (Frank) LoPiccolo,

Erin (Dave) O’Donohue, Ben (Ellen) Cowens, Josiah
(Kristin) Cowens, Mathew (Erica) Mathis, Andrew
Mathis and the late Brett Airey; dear great-grand-
mother of Trevor and Tabitha Andrews, Addy and
Declan LoPiccolo, Malley and Dylan O’Donohue,
Autumn Cowens, and Hallie Mathis; and fond
sister of the late Wayne Locke. Born Sept 2, 1920
in Roberts, WI, she passed away peacefully at her
home on Thur, Dec 6, 2018. Visitation, Sat, Dec 15
from 1–3 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of
Wheaton, 715 North Carlton Ave, Wheaton, IL. where
funeral services will follow at 3 p.m. Interment, Lake
View Memorial Park, Oshkosh, WI. Memorials to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, P.O. Box 1000,
Dept. 142, Memphis, TN 38148-0142.

Mathis, Louise R.
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Agnes B. Mahoney nee Hughes, native of Co. Mayo, 
Ireland; beloved wife of the late James; loving
mother of Bridget (Michael) McCormack, Jimmy, Pat 
(Joanne), Catherine (Steve) Rigney and Deirdre (Dan) 
Vrbancic; cherished grandmother of Nora, Conor,
Sheila and Rose McCormack, Heather Mahoney,
Dara and Fianna Mahoney, Mary and Sarah Rigney,
and Sophia, Danny, and Mickey Vrbancic; dear sis-
ter of Michael, James, Pat, Peter, John, Tommy and
Richard Hughes, Margaret McMahon, Catherine 
Commons, and the late Mary O’Beirne; fond aunt
to many and friend to all who knew her; long time 
member of the Irish American Heritage Center and
supporter of Irish dance and music; Funeral Friday
10:30 AM from Gibbons Family Funeral Home, 5917
W. Irving Park Rd. (½ Block East of Austin) to St. Pascal 
Church. Mass at 11 AM. Visitation Thursday 3-9 PM.
Interment Maryhill Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
please make donations to The Cholangiocarcinoma
Foundation For info 773-777-3944 or www.gffh.com
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Mahoney, Agnes

See Charlene Landsberg Smith notice.
Landsberg

Maureen A. Kearney, age 71. Beloved daughter of
the late Patrick and the late late Louise (late William)
Aumiller. Loving sister of Helice Carnes. Cherished
friend of Geraldine Mack. Caring aunt and great
aunt of many. Visitation Wednesday 4:00 p.m. - 8:00
p.m. with a prayer service starting at 7:30 p.m.
Future Inurnment St. Joseph Cemetery. Information
773.637.4441 or www.petersonfuneralhome.com
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Kearney, Maureen A.

Thomas I. Halpin,  Loving companion of the late 
Audrey A. Domzalski, beloved father of Irene (Bob)
Marble, Charlene (Steve) Fletcher, Thomas (Eryn)
Halpin, Michelle Halpin and Daniel (Carol) Halpin,
Cherished grandfather of Jessica, Anthony, Traci,
Terry, Andrew, Bailey, Delaney, Hayley and Danny.
Visitation Thursday  at Modell  Funeral Home, 7710
S. Cass Avenue from 8:15 a.m. until time of prayers 
at 10:45 a.m. processing to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church for a 11:30 a.m. mass. Interment Private. In 
lieu of flowers donations to Westmont Suburban
Alano Club, 17 W. Quincy Street, Westmont, Illinois 
60559 are appreciated. For funeral info: (630) 852-
3595 or www.modelldarien.com.
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Halpin, Thomas I.

See Joanne T. McPhillips notice.
Gaughan Healy Jeffers

Dr. Christopher H. Fung, Age 79, passed away on 
December 5, 2018.  Beloved husband of Elizabeth 
Fung, Loving father of Gregory and Teresa Fung,
Cherished Grandfather of Ellie and Isabel Fung. Dr.
Fung was a graduate of Harvard University ’60 and
Harvard Medical School ’64. He practiced as a pa-
thologist at Mercy Hospital for 30+ years.  Dr. Fung
was an avid reader with a wide range of interests,
most notably philosophy, religion and history. He and 
his wife Elizabeth were active members of LaSalle

Street Church and also in International Student 
Ministries. He was known for being a conscientious, 
intelligent, and thoughtful man. Memorial Service 
will be held at LaSalle Street Church, 1136 N LaSalle 
Dr, (312) 573-8800, at 10:30am on December 15,
2018.  Gifts may be sent to the International Student
Fund at Lasalle Street Church.  
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Fung, Dr. Christopher H

Frieda L. Demko, nee Neufeld, age 97, formerly of
Roseland late of Tinley Park. Beloved wife of the
late Julius; Loving mom to William (Patricia) Demko
and Arlene (Thomas) Kramer; Dear grandma to
Joseph Kramer, Elizabeth (Scott) Gillahan, Emily
(Ray) O’Leary, Andrew Kramer and Matthew
Demko; Cherished great-grandma to Foster Kramer,
Shannon, Evan and Ryan Gillahan, Raymond and
Jimmy O’Leary; “Aunt Frieda” to many. Frieda
was a proud long-time employee of the Chicago
Metropolitan YMCA. Visitation Wednesday, 9:00
AM until time of service at 11:00 AM at Brady-Gill

Funeral Home, 16600 S. Oak Park Ave., Tinley Park.
Interment Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions to Emilie’s Fund, Smith Village,
2320 W. 113th Place, Chicago, IL 60643 would be ap-
preciated. Info. 708-614-9900 or www.bradygill.com
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Demko, Frieda L
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Randy Racana, 51, of Glenview, at rest December 8,
2018. Beloved husband of Gail nee Hoffman. Proud
loving father of Riley, J.P., Danny, and Grace. Dear son
of Marlene and Richard Racana. Brother of Marilee
Fellinger and Chris (Dana) Racana. Son-in-law of
Dick and Mary Anne Hoffman. Brother-in-law of Matt
(Natalie), Brian (Sharn) and John (Colleen) Hoffman.
Uncle of many nieces and nephews. Visitation
Thursday, December 13 from 3-8 p.m. at N.H. Scott

& Hanekamp Funeral Home, 1240 Waukegan Rd,
Glenview. Family and friends will meet for funeral
Mass Friday 10 a.m. at St. Mary of the Annunciation,
22333 W. Erhart Rd., Mundelein. Interment
Monday, December 17 at 10 a.m. at St. Mary of the
Annunciation Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be made for Randy’s childrens’ college
education, please make checks payable to Marlene
Rancana, 2145 Royal Ridge Drive, Northbrook, IL
60062. Funeral information 847-998-1020.
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Racana, Randy

Constance Prochaska, age 92; beloved wife of
the late Carl A. Prochaska; loving mother of Rod
(Margaret) Prochaska, Amy Bakker, and Jeff (Patti)
Prochaska; dear grandmother of Melanie (Darren)
Kuske and Matthew Prochaska, and Michael and
Marissa Bakker, and Kelly (Jake) Boho and Andrew
Prochaska; great-grandmother of Amaya Kuske,
Evelyn Prochaska, and Monty Boho. Visitation
Thursday, 10:00 AM until 12:00 PM at Adams-

Winterfield & Sullivan Funeral Home, 4343 Main St.,
Downers Grove, IL 60515. Interment Mt. Auburn
Cemetery. 630-968-1000 or www.adamswinterfield-
sullivan.com.
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Prochaska, Constance

GENEVA – James C. Pritchard, 86, died peacefully
on Saturday, December 8th
at Good Samaritan Hospital
in the loving embrace of his
family, of injuries sustained in
an accident.
Born in Pontiac, Illinois on
January 19, 1932, Jim was the
elder son of Marion and Iris
(Sullivan) Pritchard.
Jim was revered as a medical
doctor for his professional-

ism and compassion and in his personal life for his
kind and generous spirit. He was also well known for
his avocation as an accomplished classical pianist,
performing with local symphony orchestras and at
Chicago-area concerts. He received a BS degree
from the University of Illinois in 1954, majoring in
Chemistry and Zoology, and a medical degree from
the University of Illinois College of Medicine in 1958,
where he was elected to the Alpha Omega Honor
Medical Society (AOA). Following medical school,
Jim interned at DC General Hospital, Washington DC,
and then completed a Pathology Residency at the
University of Illinois Research Hospital in Chicago
in 1963. Jim served as the Chief Pathologist and
Director of Laboratories of Delnor-Community
Hospitals from 1963 until his retirement in 2002.
He was a member of the Board of Directors of
the University of Illinois Alumni Association, past
President of the University of Illinois Medical Alumni
Association, former Clinical Associate Professor of
the University of Illinois College of Medicine and es-
tablished the Pritchard Medical Student Scholarship
at the University of Illinois. Jim had a passion for
travel that took him to 80 countries and all seven
continents, from the Silk Road in Asia to the slot
canyons in Southern Utah. He especially enjoyed
taking his family and grandchildren on adventures
throughout the world. He was a long-time member
of the Geneva Golf Club, and The Union League Club,
The Arts Club and The Casino in Chicago.
Jim is survived by his beloved wife of 63 years,
Bonnie Jensen Pritchard; three children, Thomas
(Michelle) Pritchard, Brett (Toni) Pritchard and Susan
(Robert) Bitman; and six grandchildren, Leonore
Pritchard, Conrad, Olivia and Alden Pritchard, and
Peter and Isabel Bitman.
A Celebration of Life Memorial Service will be held
on December 27, 2018, at the Geneva Golf Club,
831 South Street, Geneva at 5:00 P.M. Donations
in memory of Jim may be made to the Pritchard
Medical Student Scholarship at the University of
Illinois #773186. To leave an online condolence for
the family or for information about making a dona-
tion, visit the Funeral Homes obituary page at www.
yursfuneralhomes.com.

Pritchard, James C.
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MaryJane A. Michalik, nee Bernier, age 89, beloved
wife of the late William. Loving mother of Kenneth,
Kevin (Deborah), Gary, Cheryl (Mike) Sorley, Terrence,
and Bryan (Karyn). Cherished grandmother of Ashley
(Jimmy) Fitzsimons, Christyn Sorley, Jennifer (Mike)
Vargo, Alexis Michalik, Alex Michalik, and Megan
Michalik. Dearest great-grandmother of Brianna,
Kayli, Jack, and James. Dear sister of Richard and
the late Omar, Lawrence, Alfred, Albert, and Phillip.
Fond aunt of many nieces and nephews. Visitation
Friday 3-8 p.m. Funeral Saturday 9:15 a.m. from
Colonial Chapel 15525 S. 73rd Ave. (155th/Wheeler
Dr. & Harlem) Orland Park, IL to St. Julie Billiart
Church. Mass 10:15. Interment Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery, Alsip, IL. In Lieu of flowers, memorials
to Catholic Charities are appreciated. Express your
thoughts and condolences at colonialchapel.com
708-532-5400
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Michalik, MaryJane A.

Gary J. Merlotti, 66, Beloved husband of the late
Nancy O’Keefe; Devoted father of Lisa, Jamie
(Ryan), Michael, and Lindsay; Cherished grandpa of
Taylor; Dear brother of Linda (Mike) and Lori (Don);
Brother-in-law, uncle, friend, and mentor to many.
Gary proudly dedicated his professional life through
his passion of serving the community as a trauma
surgeon for over 30 years. Funeral service Thursday
11 AM at Blake-Lamb Funeral Home, 4727 W 103rd,
Oak Lawn. Cremation Private. Visitation Wednesday
3-9 PM. In lieu of flowers, memorials in Gary’s name
to the Make-A-Wish Foundation, 640 N LaSalle St,
#280, Chicago, IL 60654, will be appreciated. For
more information, please call 708-636-1193 or visit
www.blakelamboaklawn.com.
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Merlotti, Gary J.

Charlene Landsberg Smith, died December 8,
2018; adoring wife of the
late Thomas R. Smith; trea-
sured “mother” of the late
“Pumpkin”; devoted daughter
of the late Dan and Fay (nee
Krompier) Landsberg; loving
sister of Carole (Marshall)
Auerbach; special aunt of
Keith Auerbach and Michael
(Nicole) Auerbach; honored
great aunt of Maxwell,

Zachary, and Simon Auerbach; dear “adopted aunt”
of Barbara (Thomas) Venn and Marilyn (Michael)
Tarasievich; cousin of Edna Hoffman, Laura (Eddie)
McLaughlan, Wanda (James) Hollensteiner, Lois
Lipka, and the late Lorraine Lasser, and respec-
tive families of each; with cousins in Washington,
Pennsylvania, and Scotland; many special friends
in America and Scotland. Charlene was an award-
winning Advertising Executive for Carson Pirie Scott
from 1961-1989. Best known by her professional
name “Landsberg”, she was a pioneer in women’s
roles at the executive level in Advertising, long
before the feminist movement. At age 20, after
graduating cum laude with a Marketing Degree
from the University of Illinois’ School of Commerce
in Champaign-Urbana, she joined a major art studio
and helped convert it into a full-service advertising
agency. She remained there for several years in
the roles of Copy Chief/Writer, Marketing Strategist,
Market Research Director, Media Director, P.R.
Director, and Account Executive. She would
later start at Carson Pirie Scott to head the Home
Division Advertising/Sales Promotion Department.
For the next thirty years, she assumed creative
leadership over the entire company’s retail adver-
tising. She also developed the largest direct mail
program of any department store in the country. In
her husband’s memory, Mrs. Smith launched the an-
nual Chicago Yacht Club Thomas R. Smith Sea Scout
Regatta. Mrs. Smith, an animal lover, arranged to
have a room dedicated to their 19-year feline com-
panion, Pumpkin, at APA’s Harmony House for Cats.
Service Wednesday 2 PM in the chapel of Westlawn
Cemetery and Mausoleum, 7801 W. Montrose
Avenue, Norridge, where interment will follow. In
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to any
animal-related charity. Arrangements entrusted to
Lakeshore Jewish Funerals, 773-625-8621

Smith, Charlene Landsberg
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 Born April 11 1952 at rest December 3 2018 
Loving Son, Husband, Father, Brother and Uncle to 
many .
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Smallwood, Michael Robert

Francis J. Slobig died in Los Angeles, CA on
November 27, 2018. He was
born in Chicago, IL on Sept.
10, 1935 to Frances J. and
William A. Slobig. He was
preceded in death by his
parents and his brothers,
William F. Slobig (Brenda)
and Robert J. Slobig (Martha).
Survivors include his wife
of 49 years, Judy Hanawalt
Slobig; his children Justin,

Joshua, Zachary, Rebecca and Timothy; daughters-
in-law Erin Eger and Sachi Cunningham; his grand-
children Isaiah Ahlstrom, Amara, Giselle and Zia
Slobig, Xavier Anderson, Andrea Slobig Romero,
Nami Slobig and Josie Hever-Slobig. Also surviving
are his sisters Judy Reagan and Sister Joan Slobig,
S.P. and his brother, Father John Slobig. Visitation
will take place at Tews- Ryan Funeral Home, 18230
Dixie Highway, Homewood, IL on December 15,
2018 from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. A Mass of Christian
Burial will follow at 11:00 a.m. at St. Joseph Church,
17951 Dixie Highway, Homewood, IL. There will also
be a Celebration of Life in Washington, D.C. in Spring
2019.

Slobig, Francis J.
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Maria Skomoroch, 86, December 7, 2018. Beloved 
wife of the late Iwan. Loving mother of Orianna
Skomoroch, Peter ( Marichka ) Skomoroch and the 
late Wasyl ( Erika ) Skomoroch. Cherished grand-
mother of Iwan and Paul. Dearest sister of Donna 
Dykyj and the late Zenon, Myron, Wasyl, and Paulina. 
Dear aunt of Roxanna, Danko, Slava, George, Ihor 
and Slavko and great-aunt of Taras, Daniella, Roman, 
Maksym and George, Jr. Maria was a longtime and 
devout parishioner of her church. She was the 
owner of Western Security Service Corp. Funeral 
Wednesday, 9:30 A.M. from MUZYKA FUNERAL 

HOME, 2157 W. Chicago Ave. to Sts. Volodymyr & 
Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church for a 10:00 A.M. 
Funeral Service. Interment St. Nicholas Cemetery. 
Visitation Tuesday 4 - 9 P.M. with a Parastas (wake 
service) 7 P.M. at chapel. Info: 773-278-7767 
Interment St. Nicholas Cemetery.
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Skomoroch, Maria

Susanne Salerno, nee Karpinski, of Sheridan for-
merly of Berwyn. Beloved wife of the
late Frank H.; loving mother of Frank J.
(Deanna), Lisa (Jason) Oskorep and Dawn
(Brian) Kemp; affectionately known as
Grammy to six grandchildren; dear sister

of six and friend to all that knew her. Family and
friends will be received at the Conboy-Westchester

Funeral Home, 10501 W. Cermak Rd., Westchester (2
blks West of Mannheim Rd.) on Tuesday, December
11, 2018 from 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. Funeral Wednesday
9:30 a.m. from the funeral home to Divine Infant
Church for 10:00 a.m. Mass. Interment Mt. Carmel
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital (www.stjude.org) ap-
preciated. For further info 708-F-U-N-E-R-A-L.

Salerno, Susanne
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Melvin Lawrence Rukin, 87. Beloved husband of
Marion nee Greenberg. Loving father of
Gary (Sherry Keller) Rukin and Barbara
(Ronald) Dickstein. Proud grandfather
of Rachel (Ricky) Gross, Sam and Zach
Dickstein. Dear brother of Robert (Leslie)

Rukin. Beloved uncle and cousin to many. Service
Wednesday 10 AM at Chicago Jewish Funerals, 195
N. Buffalo Grove Road (one block north of Lake Cook
Road) Buffalo Grove. Interment Shalom. Memorials
in his name to Friends of the Library, Winnetka/
Northfield, PO Box 8146, Northfield, IL 60093, www.
winnetkalibrary.org/library-info/friends-of-the-
library. Arrangements by Chicago Jewish Funerals

– Buffalo Chapel, 847.229.8822, www.cjfinfo.com

Rukin, Melvin Lawrence

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Emilia M. Yurcheshen   nee Strelczyk; age 90; 
Beloved wife of the late Peter; Loving mother of
Martin (Debbie), Mark (Nancy) and Michele (Rob);
Proud Grandmother of Sarah (Jack), Stephanie
(Greg), Amanda, Olivia, Victoria (Zach) and Michael
and Great-Grandmother of Theodore and Emilia. She
was preceded in death by her parents, Peter and 
Victoria nee Gizara; brother, Michael (the late June);
sisters, Anna (the late Ed) Marecki and Paulina (the 
late Anthony) Farace; nephew, Alex and niece, Judie.
Visitation Thursday 9:00 am until time of funeral,
10:30 am at The Oaks Funeral Home 1201 E. Irving
Park Road (at Prospect), Itasca to Saint Peter the
Apostle Church. Mass 11:00 am. Interment Saint
Adalbert Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations to
V Care Hospice would be appreciated. For funeral
info: 630-250-8588 or www.theoaksfh.com
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Yurcheshen, Emilia M.

William Gerald “Jerry” Wiederhold, age 84, U.S.
Marine Korean War.
Beloved husband of Lidia nee Ramos
& the late Beverly nee Katz. Devoted
father of Gerald “Jerry”, (friend Cathy
Vigneault), Daryl, Dan Wiederhold,

& Michelle “Mikki” (John) Bottari. Step-father of
Jehovah (Sandra) & Ali Yee. Cherished grandfather of
10 & great grandfather of 3.. Loving brother of Jean
& Sandy. Visitation Thursday December 13, 2018 at
the Schmaedeke Funeral Home, 10701 S. Harlem Ave
, Worth, IL. from 3:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Chapel Service
Friday, December 14, 2018 10:00 AM. Interment
Private. For information 708-448-6000 or www.
schmaedekefuneralhome.com

Wiederhold, William Gerald ‘Jerry’
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12/11/1925 - 11/27/2018. The son of Josephine
Baum Weissenbach, of Joplin, Missouri, and Alfred
Weissenbach, Sr., Al spent his early years in the 
Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago before mov-
ing with his family to New York. He attended
Columbia Grammar School before matriculating at
the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School, 
where he pursued passions for radio and drama. 
His college years were interrupted by service in the 
U.S. Army in WWII, and, after returning, he gradu-
ated in 1947. He and Patricia Sally Zeman were 
married in New York City on March 24, 1951, and
thereafter decamped for Okinawa, where Al served 
as a lieutenant in the U.S. Army military police dur-
ing the Korean conflict. After the birth of their first
child, Jill, Al and Pat moved to Highland Park, Illinois, 
where their sons John and James were born, and
they were embedded in the community for over 60
years. Following Pat’s death in April 2014, Al moved 
to Sedgebrook, in Lincolnshire, Illinois. With pas-
sions for family, friends, conversation and golf, he 
conveyed good humor and zest for life to all those
he encountered. He is survived by his daughter,
Jill Weissenbach, and his sons, John Weissenbach 
(Ann Southworth) and James Weissenbach (Karen
Zucker Weissenbach), and grandchildren Amy, Ben, 
Daniel and Allison Weissenbach. Those who wish
may donate in Alfred’s name to Corkscrew Swamp
Sanctuary, corkscrew.audubon.org. Friends and 
family are welcome to attend the memorial service
on Sunday, January 27, 2019 from 11:00 to 12:00 
p.m. at Sedgebrook, 800 Audubon Way, Lincolnshire,
Illinois, 60069.
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Weissenbach, Alfred, Jr.

The Honorable Thomas M. Tucker, age 73, died
December 9, 2018, at his Wilmette
home, surrounded by family. A native
of Chicago, he served in the U.S. Army
during the Vietnam War. He graduated
from the The Notre Dame Law School

in 1974. He spent his early career with the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s Office from 1976 until
1989. He became an Associate Judge in 1989, as-
signed to District 4 (Maywood) as a Criminal Judge,
and was recognized by his peers as tough, but fair.
While on the bench, Judge Tucker always took the
time to mentor young attorneys. Beloved husband
of Elizabeth, nee Salerno; dear step-father of Al
(Ann) Allen, Melissa (Matthew) Fecarotta, Jaclyn
(Chad) Harris, and Michael Allen; loving grandfather
of Julia Rose, Matthew, Gia, Isabella, Joseph, and
Joshua; fond brother of the late Margaret Valleau,
nee Tucker, and Jerome Tucker; dear uncle of John
(Cindy) Valleau and Aimee (Chris) Hier-Valleau; dear-
est great-uncle of Kathleen (Nathan Martin), J.D.,
and Meghan Valleau and Abby, C.J., and Maggie
Hier. A Memorial Service will be held at Misericordia
Heart of Mercy early next year. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Misericordia Heart of Mercy,
6300 N. Ridge Av., Chicago, IL, 60660. Funeral info:
847.673.6111 or www.habenfuneral.com to sign
guestbook.

Tucker, The Honorable Thomas M.
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Thomas Stamos MD MPH, 55, lived a life that was 
full to the brim with love, laughter, and friendship. 
Tom passed away at home on Friday, December 
7, 2018 surrounded by loved ones- his wife, Julie,
and children Dana, Gayle and Luke. Son of the late
Dean Stamos, he is survived by his mother, Francine, 
and brothers Kevin and Christopher(Jennifer). Tom 
was incredibly special to so many- a loving father, 
son, brother, cousin, neighbor, coach, teacher, men-
tor, doctor and friend. Tom practiced medicine for
over 30 years, providing patient-centered care and
dedicating himself to educating the next genera-
tion of physicians. Tom most recently served as the 
Chief of Clinical Cardiology at University of Illinois 
Chicago and Director of the Heart Failure Service.
His world, however, revolved around his family and
friends. We remember him as the kindest man who 
needed nothing more than quality time with the 
people he loved most to put a smile on his face. A
memorial service will be held to celebrate Tom’s 
life on Monday, December 17th, 3:30 pm, at First 
Presbyterian Church of Evanston. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made in Tom’s honor to the fol-
lowing organizations (or the charity of your choice): 
Biden Cancer Initiative, World Relief and American
Heart Association. 
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Stamos , Thomas Dean
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TO: Zofia Kokot; HSBC Mortgage Services 
Inc.; Occupant, 115 E. GREGORY ST., MT. 
PROSPECT, IL; Occupant, 107 E. GREGORY 
ST., MT. PROSPECT, IL; Taxpayer of 111 E. 
GREGORY ST., MT. PROSPECT, IL; David D. 
Orr, County Clerk; Parties in occupancy 
and possession; any unknown owners and 
occupants. TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007693. 
FILED: 11/15/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County 
of Cook. Date Premises Sold 7/18/2017. 
Certificate No. 17S-0004754. Sold for General 
Taxes of (year) 2017 Scavenger (2008-2015 
included). Sold for Special Assessment 
of (Municipality) and special assessment 
number N/A Warrant No. N/A Inst. No. 
N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES. Property located at. 
111 E. GREGORY ST., MT. PROSPECT, Illinois. 
Legal Description or Property Index No. 03-
36-208-036-0000. This notice is to advise 
you that the above property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes and that the period 
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
4/11/2019. The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments to redeem the 
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 4/11/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in 
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30 
a.m., on 4/17/2019. You may be present 
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before 
4/11/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further 
information contact the County Clerk. 
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 434, 
Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: (312) 
603-5645. 5959 LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. 
Dated: December 3, 2018.  Pub: 12/7, 10 & 
11/2018 6019043

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT      

DECEMBER 11, 2018        

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Supplemental RFQ for General Contracting 
Services 
Due Date has been postponed from 
December 14, 2018 to December 21 2018, 
at 11:00 a.m.
See:https://cps.edu/procurement/Pages/
currentcontracts.aspx

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

Inventive 18/8 Stainless Steel Broiler Pan
Cleans in a Minute! Never Needs Scrubbing!
www.WaterBroiler.com 1-800-227-7066

STUFF FOR SALE

Tell us your story! We are looking for
individuals who have overcome bullying - or are
yet now being bullied and are looking for a way
out. We are asking individuals to tell their stories 
on camera with one of our video journalists.
Please contact us: 312-866-3461 or email: info@
thecourageoflittleman.com
312-866-3461

REAL ESTATE COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
AUCTION December 15th 1-2PM 8 Gateway
Dr., Collinsville, IL 6.15+/- Acre, 14,263SF
Entertainment Complex Easy access from
Interstate 55, 70, 255, 64, IL State Hwy. 157
www.anthonysauctions.com 618-224-9800

LEGAL SERVICES NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a
FREE referral to an attorney! Call the Illinois
State Bar Association Illinois Lawyer Finder.
The advice you need https://www.isba.org/
public/illinoislawyerfinder or 877-270-3855

EDUCATION/TRAINING AIRLINE CAREERS
START HERE – GET FAA APPROVED
AVIATION TECH TRAINING. JOB PLACEMENT
ASSISTANCE – DELTA, SOUTHWEST, BOEING
AND MANY OTHERS HIRE AIM GRADS. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312.

DENTAL IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN
$1799 call 224-255-6133

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Other 574-971-1365

Shipshewana, IN Price M/F

Miniture Bernedoodle Puppies - very lovable!
www.michianabernedoodles.com

Mixed Breed 618-554-5988

Flat Rock , IL 2,275 2M, 1 F

  ***** MINI BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES. *****
Well socialized, 6 weeks old.
 shots & wormers to date. Call for photos.

German Shepherd 765-385-0463

Oxford, IN 800 Male & Female

AKC Long coated Christmas puppies All colors

German Shepherd 260-499-3183 ext 2

La Grange $450 M & F

AKC Eligible, Born Nov 11th, Imported Blood
Line, Ready For Christmas. Delivery Possibilities

German Shepherd 1-920-336-8780

Green Bay, WI $1200-$1500 M/F

Puppies. 8wks. Top Lines. OFA+DM tested. 
Stable, great for security.   foxwoodkennels.com

DOGS

WE BUY COMIC BOOKS!      
Top Prices Paid           Will Come To You
1-888-88-COMIC       ComicBuyingCenter.com 

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.

*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

Wanted/Install Stairlifts.
Professional uninstall/install. 651-488-7926

WANTED Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Also Marx
Playsets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Call Gary: 708-522-3400

Vintage Beer & Soda Cans & Signs: We Pay
Top Dollar for Your Collections 708-315-0048

FREON R12 WANTED R12 collecting dust? 
Certified professional pays CA$H for R12. 
RefrigerantFinders.com 312-291-9169

BUYING!! OLD CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS 
COLLECTIONS ANTIQUES OLD TOYS VIDEOGAMES 
NINTENDO N64 SEGA 630-400-8678

BUYING!! Coins, Currency, Gold & Silver!
With over 50 years of experience, we are your
trusted source. Ask for a FREE evaluation!

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS, COIN OPERATED GAMES, COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!

Dennis 630-319-2331

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz &
Blues. Also vintage baseball cards!

847-343-1628

- Motorcycles Wanted! Cash Paid! All Makes!
Will Pick Up. Reasonable. 630-660-0571

STUFF WANTED

TO: Castletown Homes, Inc.; Krystyna
Inc; Occupant, 1190 128th St., LEMONT, 
IL; Occupant, 15064 128TH ST., LEMONT, 
IL; David D. Orr, County Clerk; Parties in 
occupancy and possession; any unknown
owners and occupants. TAX DEED NO.
2018COTD007692. FILED: 11/15/2018. TAKE 
NOTICE. County of Cook. Date Premises Sold 
7/13/2017. Certificate No. 17S-0002234. 
Sold for General Taxes of (year) 2017
Scavenger (2011-2015 included). Sold for 
Special Assessment of (Municipality) and
special assessment number N/A Warrant
No. N/A Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY
HAS BEEN SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES.
Property located at. an irregularly shaped 
parcel whereas the Southwest corner of the 
subject parcel is located at a point 138.35’
West of Krystyna Crossing and 607.13’
South of 128th St.,  commonly known as 
15064 128TH ST., LEMONT, Illinois. Legal 
Description or Property Index No. 22-33-
118-008-0000. This notice is to advise you 
that the above property has been sold for 
delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on
4/11/2019. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 4/11/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30
a.m., on 4/17/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
4/11/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE:
(312) 603-5645. GOOGLIE INC., Purchaser
or Assignee. Dated: December 3, 2018. Pub: 
12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6019037

TO: Meshal F L G H Almutairi; American Real
Estate Investment Group, LLC; Shorewood 
Properties Construction and Management
Corporation; Real Estate Solutions 360 Inc.; 
Justus Collins; City of Chicago; Occupant, 
6814 S. Champlain Ave., Chicago, IL; David 
D. Orr, County Clerk; Parties in occupancy
and possession; any unknown owners and
occupants. TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007154. 
FILED: 10/18/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County 
of Cook. Date Premises Sold 6/6/2016. 
Certificate No. 14-0006916. Sold for General 
Taxes of (year) 2014. Sold for Special
Assessment of (Municipality) and special 
assessment number N/A Warrant No. N/A 
Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. 6814 S. Champlain Ave., Chicago,
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 20-22-410-031-0000. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
3/15/2019. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 3/15/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30
a.m., on 3/27/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
3/15/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE:
(312) 603-5645. LONGSTREET CAPITAL 
FUNDING LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. Dated: 
12/3/2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018706

TO: Occupant, 1309 HARVEY AVE., BERWYN, 
IL; Anthony Saracco; T & G Properties 
Development L.L.C.; Gregory Dimit; ST. 
CHARLES BANK & TRUST COMPANY; Illinois 
Dept. of Revenue; Illinois Attorney General; 
City of Chicago; Asset Acceptance, LLC; 
Occupant, 1307 HARVEY AVE., BERWYN, 
IL; David D. Orr, County Clerk; Parties in 
occupancy and possession; any unknown 
owners and occupants. TAX DEED NO. 
2018COTD007688. FILED: 11/15/2018. TAKE 
NOTICE. County of Cook. Date Premises Sold 
7/12/2017. Certificate No. 17S-0000008. 
Sold for General Taxes of (year) 2017 
Scavenger (2006-2015 included). Sold for 
Special Assessment of (Municipality) and 
special assessment number N/A Warrant No. 
N/A Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. 1307 HARVEY AVE., BERWYN, 
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 16-20-110-003-0000. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period 
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
4/11/2019. The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments to redeem the 
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 4/11/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in 
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30 
a.m., on 4/17/2019. You may be present 
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before 
4/11/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further 
information contact the County Clerk. 
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 434, 
Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: (312) 
603-5645. 5959 LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. 
Dated: December 3, 2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 
11/2018 6018990

TO: George A. Amend, Inc.; Ken’s Antiques 
and Restoration; Naval Air Station Glenview 
Museum; Auto Image; Schmidt Custom 
Cabinet; Glen West Corporation; Kenneth 
Lantz; Barbara Lantz; Occupant, 2018-
2040 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL; David D. 
Orr, County Clerk; Parties in occupancy 
and possession; any unknown owners and 
occupants. TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007156. 
FILED: 10/18/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County 
of Cook. Date Premises Sold 6/3/2016. 
Certificate No. 14-0002839. Sold for General 
Taxes of (year) 2014. Sold for Special 
Assessment of (Municipality) and special 
assessment number N/A Warrant No. N/A 
Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. 2018-2040 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, 
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 04-27-201-028-0000. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period 
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
3/15/2019. The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments to redeem the 
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 3/15/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in 
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30 
a.m., on 3/27/2019. You may be present 
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before 
3/15/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further 
information contact the County Clerk. 
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: 
(312) 603-5645. LONGSTREET CAPITAL 
FUNDING LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. Dated: 
12/3/2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018714

TO: BB Development LLC; Fay’s Point Boat Slip
Condominium Association; South Suburban 
Land Bank and Development Authority; Fay’s
Point Master Association; Pan American 
Bank & Trust; Mack Investments 1, LLC;
James H. McClelland, manager; GAN C LLC; 
Occupant, Unit 61 at 1443 W. Broadway
Ave., Blue Island, IL; David D. Orr, County
Clerk; Parties in occupancy and possession;
any unknown owners and occupants. 
TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007570. FILED: 
11/7/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County of Cook. 
Date Premises Sold 5/4/2018. Certificate No. 
16-0001029. Sold for General Taxes of (year)
2016 (including 2013 2nd). Sold for Special
Assessment of (Municipality) and special 
assessment number N/A Warrant No. N/A 
Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. Unit 61 at 1443 W. Broadway 
Ave., Blue Island, Illinois. Legal Description
or Property Index No. 25-32-308-016-1005.
This notice is to advise you that the above
property has been sold for delinquent 
taxes and that the period of redemption 
from the sale will expire on 3/29/2019. The 
amount to redeem is subject to increase at 
6 month intervals from the date of sale and
may be further increased if the purchaser 
at the tax sale or his or her assignee pays
any subsequently accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem the property from
subsequent forfeitures or tax sales. Check 
with the county clerk as to the exact 
amount you owe before redeeming. This
notice is also to advise you that a petition
has been filed for a tax deed which will 
transfer title and the right to possession of
this property if redemption is not made on 
or before 3/29/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county 
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 
West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 
9:30 a.m., on 4/3/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
3/29/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE:
(312) 603-5645. South Suburban Holdings
Land Trust, Purchaser or Assignee. Dated:
12/3/2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018833

TO: BB Development LLC; Fay’s Point Boat Slip
Condominium Association; South Suburban 
Land Bank and Development Authority; Fay’s
Point Master Association; Pan American 
Bank & Trust; Mack Investments 1, LLC;
James H. McClelland, manager; GAN C LLC; 
Occupant, Unit 56 at 1443 W. Broadway
Ave., Blue Island, IL; David D. Orr, County
Clerk; Parties in occupancy and possession;
any unknown owners and occupants. 
TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007569. FILED: 
11/7/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County of Cook. 
Date Premises Sold 5/4/2018. Certificate No. 
16-0001028. Sold for General Taxes of (year)
2016 (including 2013 2nd). Sold for Special
Assessment of (Municipality) and special 
assessment number N/A Warrant No. N/A 
Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. Unit 56 at 1443 W. Broadway 
Ave., Blue Island, Illinois. Legal Description
or Property Index No. 25-32-308-016-1004.
This notice is to advise you that the above
property has been sold for delinquent 
taxes and that the period of redemption 
from the sale will expire on 3/29/2019. The 
amount to redeem is subject to increase at 
6 month intervals from the date of sale and
may be further increased if the purchaser 
at the tax sale or his or her assignee pays
any subsequently accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem the property from
subsequent forfeitures or tax sales. Check 
with the county clerk as to the exact 
amount you owe before redeeming. This
notice is also to advise you that a petition
has been filed for a tax deed which will 
transfer title and the right to possession of
this property if redemption is not made on 
or before 3/29/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county 
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 
West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 
9:30 a.m., on 4/3/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
3/29/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE:
(312) 603-5645. South Suburban Holdings
Land Trust, Purchaser or Assignee. Dated:
12/3/2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018822

TO: BB Development LLC; Fay’s Point Boat 
Slip Condominium Association; South 
Suburban Land Bank and Development
Authority; Fay’s Point Master Association; 
Pan American Bank & Trust; Mack 
Investments 1, LLC; James H. McClelland, 
manager; GAN C LLC; Occupant, Unit 55 at 
1443 W. Broadway Ave., Blue Island, IL; David
D. Orr, County Clerk; Parties in occupancy
and possession; any unknown owners and
occupants. TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007568. 
FILED: 11/7/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County 
of Cook. Date Premises Sold 5/4/2018.
Certificate No. 16-0001027. Sold for General 
Taxes of (year) 2016 (including 2013 2nd,
2015 1st & 2nd). Sold for Special Assessment 
of (Municipality) and special assessment
number N/A Warrant No. N/A Inst. No.
N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES. Property located at. Unit
55 at 1443 W. Broadway Ave., Blue Island,
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 25-32-308-016-1003. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
3/29/2019. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 3/29/2019. This matter is set 
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this county
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 
West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 
9:30 a.m., on 4/3/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
3/29/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE:
(312) 603-5645. South Suburban Holdings
Land Trust, Purchaser or Assignee. Dated:
12/3/2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018811

TO: City of Chicago; Raphael Mitchem; 
Scarlett Mitchem; Occupant, 9711 S. 
CHARLES ST., CHICAGO, IL; Occupant, 9701 
S. CHARLES ST., CHICAGO, IL; David D. Orr, 
County Clerk; Parties in occupancy and 
possession; any unknown owners and 
occupants. TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007694. 
FILED: 11/15/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County 
of Cook. Date Premises Sold 7/21/2017. 
Certificate No. 17S-0009186. Sold for 
General Taxes of (year) 2017 Scavenger 
(2007-2015 included). Sold for Special 
Assessment of (Municipality) and special 
assessment number N/A Warrant No. N/A 
Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. 9707 S. CHARLES ST., CHICAGO, 
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 25-07-220-002-0000. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period 
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
4/11/2019. The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments to redeem the 
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 4/11/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in 
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30 
a.m., on 4/17/2019. You may be present 
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before 
4/11/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further 
information contact the County Clerk. 
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 434, 
Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: (312) 
603-5645. 5959 LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. 
Dated: December 3, 2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 
11/2018 6019053
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TO: Jesse J. Corres; Occupant, 7060 
Centennial Dr., Unit 109, Tinley Park,
IL; Occupant, 7060 Centennial Dr., Unit
105, Tinley Park, IL; Centennial Medical
Condominium Association; Occupant, 7060 
CENTENNIAL DR., UNIT LL-3, TINLEY PARK, 
IL; David D. Orr, County Clerk; Parties in 
occupancy and possession; any unknown
owners and occupants. TAX DEED NO.
2018COTD007689. FILED: 11/15/2018. TAKE 
NOTICE. County of Cook. Date Premises Sold 
7/13/2017. Certificate No. 17S-0001684. 
Sold for General Taxes of (year) 2017
Scavenger (2000-2015 included). Sold for
Special Assessment of (Municipality) and
special assessment number N/A Warrant No. 
N/A Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. 7060 CENTENNIAL DR., UNIT LL-
3, TINLEY PARK, Illinois. Legal Description
or Property Index No. 28-19-100-038-1009.
This notice is to advise you that the above
property has been sold for delinquent 
taxes and that the period of redemption 
from the sale will expire on 4/11/2019. The 
amount to redeem is subject to increase at 
6 month intervals from the date of sale and
may be further increased if the purchaser 
at the tax sale or his or her assignee pays
any subsequently accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem the property from
subsequent forfeitures or tax sales. Check 
with the county clerk as to the exact 
amount you owe before redeeming. This
notice is also to advise you that a petition
has been filed for a tax deed which will 
transfer title and the right to possession of
this property if redemption is not made on 
or before 4/11/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30
a.m., on 4/17/2019. You may be present at 
this hearing but your right to redeem will
already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
4/11/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE:
(312) 603-5645. GOOGLIE INC., Purchaser
or Assignee. Dated: December 3, 2018. Pub: 
12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018998

TO: Fay’s Point Town Home Condominium
Association; Fay’s Point Master Association; 
Pan American Bank & Trust; BB Development
LLC; Mack Investments 1, LLC; James
H. McClelland, manager; GAN C LLC; 
Occupant, 1511 Water St., Blue Island, 
IL; David D. Orr, County Clerk; Parties in 
occupancy and possession; any unknown
owners and occupants. TAX DEED NO.
2018COTD007572. FILED: 11/7/2018. TAKE 
NOTICE. County of Cook. Date Premises Sold 
5/4/2018. Certificate No. 16-0001031. Sold
for General Taxes of (year) 2016 (including
2013 2nd). Sold for Special Assessment
of (Municipality) and special assessment
number N/A Warrant No. N/A Inst. No.
N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES. Property located at. 
1511 Water St., Blue Island, Illinois. Legal
Description or Property Index No. 25-32-
309-009-0000. This notice is to advise you 
that the above property has been sold for 
delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on
3/29/2019. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 3/29/2019. This matter is set 
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this county
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 
West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 
9:30 a.m., on 4/3/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
3/29/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 434, 
Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: (312)
603-5645. FP Holdings Land Trust #1400,
Purchaser or Assignee. Dated: 12/3/2018. 
Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018908

TO: Fay’s Point Town Home Condominium
Association; Fay’s Point Master Association; 
Pan American Bank & Trust; BB Development
LLC; Mack Investments 1, LLC; James H.
McClelland, manager; Occupant, 1510 Water 
St., Blue Island, IL; David D. Orr, County 
Clerk; Parties in occupancy and possession;
any unknown owners and occupants. 
TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007571. FILED: 
11/7/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County of Cook. 
Date Premises Sold 5/4/2018. Certificate 
No. 16-0001030. Sold for General Taxes of 
(year) 2016 (including 2013 2nd, 2014 1st 
& 2nd, 2015 1st & 2nd). Sold for Special 
Assessment of (Municipality) and special 
assessment number N/A Warrant No. N/A 
Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. 1510 Water St., Blue Island, 
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 25-32-309-008-0000. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
3/29/2019. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 3/29/2019. This matter is set 
for hearing in the Circuit Court of this county
in Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 
West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 
9:30 a.m., on 4/3/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
3/29/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 434, 
Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: (312)
603-5645. FP Holdings Land Trust #1400,
Purchaser or Assignee. Dated: 12/3/2018. 
Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018880
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TO: Illinois Dept. of Healthcare and Family
Services – Child Support; Sara Brown; 
Deandre Walton; Stanley Brown; Rachel Mills;
Audrey Putnam; City of Markham; Illinois 
Attorney General; Illinois Dept. of Revenue; 
Illinois Dept. of Healthcare and Family 
Services; Occupant, 17513 Cypress Ave., 
Country Club Hills, IL; David D. Orr, County 
Clerk; Parties in occupancy and possession;
any unknown owners and occupants. 
TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007152. FILED:
10/18/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County of Cook.
Date Premises Sold 6/3/2016. Certificate 
No. 14-0001213. Sold for General Taxes of 
(year) 2014. Sold for Special Assessment 
of (Municipality) and special assessment
number N/A Warrant No. N/A Inst. No.
N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES. Property located at. 
17513 Cypress Ave., Country Club Hills,
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 28-34-217-003-0000. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
3/15/2019. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 3/15/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30
a.m., on 3/27/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
3/15/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE:
(312) 603-5645. LONGSTREET CAPITAL 
FUNDING LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. Dated: 
12/3/2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018693

TO: Tinley Park South Condominium 
Association; RCM Inc.; Robert C. Murphy; 
Occupant, 17726 OAK PARK AVE., UNIT 
E, TINLEY PARK, IL; David D. Orr, County 
Clerk; Parties in occupancy and possession; 
any unknown owners and occupants. 
TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007691. FILED: 
11/15/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County of Cook. 
Date Premises Sold 7/13/2017. Certificate 
No. 17S-0001800. Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2017 Scavenger (2006-2015 
included). Sold for Special Assessment 
of (Municipality) and special assessment 
number N/A Warrant No. N/A Inst. No. 
N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES. Property located at. 
17726 OAK PARK AVE., UNIT E, TINLEY PARK, 
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 28-31-103-026-1014. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period 
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
4/11/2019. The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments to redeem the 
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 4/11/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in 
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30 
a.m., on 4/17/2019. You may be present 
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before 
4/11/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further 
information contact the County Clerk. 
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: 
(312) 603-5645. GOOGLIE INC., Purchaser 
or Assignee. Dated: December 3, 2018. Pub: 
12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6019024

TO: U.S. Attorney General; Hanmi Bank; 
Louis M. Casale, Escrow Agent; Full Gospel 
Christian Assemblies International; U.S. 
Attorney; IRS; Occupant, 3451 175th St.,
HAZEL CREST, IL; Occupant, 17401 KEDZIE
AVE., HAZEL CREST, IL; David D. Orr, County 
Clerk; Parties in occupancy and possession;
any unknown owners and occupants. 
TAX DEED NO. 2018COTD007690. FILED: 
11/15/2018. TAKE NOTICE. County of Cook. 
Date Premises Sold 7/13/2017. Certificate 
No. 17S-0001782. Sold for General Taxes
of (year) 2017 Scavenger (2010-2015
included). Sold for Special Assessment
of (Municipality) and special assessment
number N/A Warrant No. N/A Inst. No.
N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN SOLD FOR 
DELINQUENT TAXES. Property located at. 
the real estate commonly known as 17401
KEDZIE AVE., HAZEL CREST, Illinois. Legal
Description or Property Index No. 28-26-
402-062-0000. This notice is to advise you 
that the above property has been sold for 
delinquent taxes and that the period of
redemption from the sale will expire on
4/11/2019. The amount to redeem is subject
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing
taxes or special assessments to redeem the
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 4/11/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30
a.m., on 4/17/2019. You may be present
at this hearing but your right to redeem
will already have expired at that time. YOU
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before
4/11/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further
information contact the County Clerk.
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 434,
Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: (312)
603-5645. 5959 LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. 
Dated: December 3, 2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 
11/2018 6019007

TO: Terrence Galloway; Signature Real 
Estate; Darlene Galloway; Village of South 
Holland; City of Chicago; Bill Ralph; First 
Midwest Bank, Successor to Standard Bank 
and Trust Number 18441 dated August 27, 
2004; Occupant, 16740 Prince Dr., South 
Holland, IL; David D. Orr, County Clerk; Parties 
in occupancy and possession; any unknown 
owners and occupants. TAX DEED NO. 
2018COTD007153. FILED: 10/18/2018. TAKE 
NOTICE. County of Cook. Date Premises 
Sold 6/6/2016. Certificate No. 14-0005350. 
Sold for General Taxes of (year) 2014. Sold 
for Special Assessment of (Municipality) and 
special assessment number N/A Warrant No. 
N/A Inst. No. N/A. THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES. Property 
located at. 16740 Prince Dr., South Holland, 
Illinois. Legal Description or Property Index 
No. 29-23-400-029-0000. This notice is to 
advise you that the above property has been 
sold for delinquent taxes and that the period 
of redemption from the sale will expire on 
3/15/2019. The amount to redeem is subject 
to increase at 6 month intervals from the 
date of sale and may be further increased 
if the purchaser at the tax sale or his or her 
assignee pays any subsequently accruing 
taxes or special assessments to redeem the 
property from subsequent forfeitures or tax 
sales. Check with the county clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe before redeeming. 
This notice is also to advise you that a 
petition has been filed for a tax deed which 
will transfer title and the right to possession 
of this property if redemption is not made 
on or before 3/15/2019. This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit Court of this county in 
Room 1704, Richard J. Daley Center, 50 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois at 9:30 
a.m., on 3/27/2019. You may be present 
at this hearing but your right to redeem 
will already have expired at that time. YOU 
ARE URGED TO REDEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROPERTY. Redemption 
can be made at any time on or before 
3/15/2019 by applying to the County Clerk 
of Cook County, Illinois at the Office of the 
County Clerk in Chicago, Illinois. For further 
information contact the County Clerk. 
ADDRESS: 118 North Clark Street, Room 
434, Chicago, Illinois 60602. TELEPHONE: 
(312) 603-5645. LONGSTREET CAPITAL 
FUNDING LLC, Purchaser or Assignee. Dated: 
12/3/2018. Pub: 12/7, 10 & 11/2018 6018703
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Bradley Sowell, the dancing Bears offen-
sive tackle who doubles as a very wide re-
ceiver, once was a Seahawk who won a
starting job over J’Marcus Webb, the ex-
Bear who once received a shove from
quarterback Jay Cutler for having the
audacity to give up a sack.

That is about as close as these Bears ever
will get to those Bears, and the degrees of
separation widen with every celebratory
Sunday. These Bears contain a unique qual-
ity that distinguishes them from every other
home team that has played at Soldier Field
over the last three decades. If Cutler’s era
with the Bears from 2009 to 2015 goes down
as underachieving, then Lovie Smith’s ten-
ure that overlapped it from 2004 through
2012 qualifies as underwhelming. Cutler
made every team he was on difficult to like
and Smith, who kept everybody outside
Halas Hall at arm’s length, relished being
hard to hug. Coach Matt Nagy’s first Bears
team is neither, basking in being the city’s
most likable bunch since 1985 and laughing
their way through a season more special
than anybody but the most cockeyed opti-
mist imagined.

Find out who fits long term.
In all the important ways,

that’s what this Bulls season is
about.

It’s why Kris Dunn and Bobby
Portis returning for Monday’s
game against the Kings, a 108-89
defeat, was so important.

It’s why Fred Hoiberg no
longer is coach. 

And it’s why Jim Boylen
doubled down Monday on mov-
ing forward as Hoiberg’s replace-
ment — no interim tag, mind you

— with his true personality.
One day after two or three

players suggested a teamwide
boycott of practice in a group text
exchange that led to two hours of
intense team meetings, Boylen
articulated the organizational
mandate he believes he has to
change the Bulls’ culture.

“My job is to try to push our
guys to a place they can’t take
themselves,” Boylen said. “That’s
pushing them outside their com-
fort zone. That’s what the Reins-
dorfs are paying me for.”

The fact Boylen cited owner-
ship is telling. Phil Jackson
praised Boylen to Bulls Chair-
man Jerry Reinsdorf after Boylen
met with the Hall of Fame coach 

Jim Boylen says he and his

bosses are on the same page in

the confrontation with players.

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/TRIBUNE 

UP NEXT
Bulls vs. Magic

At Mexico City

8:30 p.m. Thursday, NBCSCH

KINGS 108, BULLS 89

Boylen’s message:
Brass has my back
Coach says owners,
execs share vision in
shaping Bulls’ culture
By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Bulls, Page 5

Upon hearing Sun-
day night that longtime
White Sox outfielder
and designated hitter
Harold Baines was
elected to the Baseball
Hall of Fame by a veter-
ans committee, my first
reaction was one of
elation.

“Good for Harold.”
That was quickly followed by

my second reaction:
“Poor Harold.”
One of the least controversial

players I’d ever covered was
about to become one of the most
controversial Hall of Fame picks
in recent memory.

Knowing Baines, I’m sure it
won’t bother him. Nothing does,
one reason he was one of my

favorite players to cover.
But almost immedi-

ately after the results
were announced on
MLB Network, criticism
of the selection spread
over the Twittersphere.
Baines was not deemed
a Hall of Fame player by
any analytic criterion,
and the fact he was a

DH for most of his career only
added to the pile-on.

A Sports Illustrated post, head-
lined “Harold Baines’s Stunning
Hall of Fame Election Is an Em-
barrassment,” suggested Mark
McGwire was “a hundred times
the hitter Baines was, steroids or
not,” and argued that Baines 

Poor Harold! Baines
bashers out in force 
Hall of Fame selection sparks controversy, criticism

Paul
Sullivan
On baseball

Turn to Sullivan, Page 2

Sound
those
sirens

Mitch Trubisky did not need to be told
he didn’t play well in Sunday night’s 15-6
victory over the Rams, and he won’t have
to be told he needs to work hard this week
to correct the mistakes that plagued his
return from a shoulder injury.

So Bears coach Matt Nagy took a
different tack after the game at Soldier
Field when he addressed his quarterback,
who finished with a season-worst 33.3
passer rating.

“It wasn’t his best game, but you know
what?” Nagy said. “I told him, ‘Who cares?’
We’re about winning games. He knows we
can all play better. It’s not all on him.

“These are the ones you look back for
myself as a coach and him as a quarterback
that you grow from. When you win the
game, it’s a lot easier to critique and
understand the ‘why’ part and use it to
help you down the road. In the end, can we
be better as an offense? Yes. Do I care about
numbers? Not one bit.”

Trubisky’s return after he missed two
games wasn’t triumphant.

He had his first three-interception game
of the season and the second of his career.
He completed just 16 of 30 passes for 110
yards and one touchdown.

Trubisky said it wasn’t the freezing 

Trubisky disappointed in his
performance but loves big win

Mitch Trubisky struggled against the Rams

on Sunday after sitting out the previous

two games. He had a 33.3 passer rating. 

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

By Colleen Kane | Chicago Tribune

Turn to Bears, Page 8

BEARS

Send out a citywide alert: As likable 
as the ’85 bunch, Bears are fully
capable of making the Super Bowl

David
Haugh

In the Wake 
of the News

GAME 14
Packers 

at Bears

Noon Sunday,

FOX-32

MORE
COVERAGE
Rookie James

Daniels was

instrumental in

helping contain

Aaron Donald.

Back Page Turn to Haugh, Page 6

Roquan

Smith
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Style points: Michaels and Collinsworth
again ditched their buttoned-down busi-
ness attire for the ski-lodge look of sweat-
ers with zip-up collars. They started doing
it during cold-weather games last season. It
works better under the parkas they wear
on the field during NBC’s “Football Night
in America” pregame show.

“It’s a lot more casual,” Michaels said
before Sunday’s game. “Chris and I were
talking about it. We like working that way.
We don’t have to wear a tie.”

Taking his cut: Talking up landmarks
along the Chicago River, Michaels tucked
in a plug by name for the steakhouse where
he, Collinsworth and some NBC Sports
majordomos supped Saturday night.

“You can eat pretty good in this town,”
Collinsworth said.

“Yes, you can,” Michaels said.
Yet the local Italian joint where they

dined Friday went unmentioned.

Ratings game: The Bears victory on
NBC-5 averaged a 33.7 household rating in
the Chicago market, which represents
almost 1.1 million area homes. Fifty-two
percent of all local TV households with the
TV on were tuned to the game. 

philrosenthal@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @phil_rosenthal

The message was as loud as the Soldier
Field crowd.

It was as visceral as Akiem Hicks’ growl
when NBC’s Michelle Tafoya asked after-
ward about keeping the Rams’ “high-flying
offense” out of the end zone Sunday night.

The NFC North-leading Bears might
just be contenders after their “Sunday
Night Football” defeat of the Rams, who
now must share the distinction of the
NFL’s best record with the Saints and
Chiefs at 11-2.

The real prime-time statement in the
Bears’ 15-6 victory, however, was that
there’s still something satisfying about NFL
football that looks, you know, like NFL
football with defense and hitting and
weather rather than a video game with
pinball scoring.

“It’s stunning in a way,” NBC’s Al Mich-
aels said. “You come in here and the whole
thing is, ‘Could the Bears score enough
points to beat the Rams?’ All they needed
actually was seven.”

Talk all you want of a new NFL. ESPN
talking heads three weeks ago led the hy-
perbolic push for the Rams’ 54-51 victory
over the visiting Chiefs in room-tempera-
ture conditions to be considered “an in-
stant classic” and one of the greatest games
of all time.

Rebounding NFL ratings suggest that
fans enjoy that sort of thing, to be sure,
along with choreographed player celebra-
tions.

But there’s something undeniably satis-
fying in an old-fashioned defensive throw-
down, especially now that surgical preci-
sion is required to avoid penalties for brain-
pan rattling and pass interference.

Subfreezing temperatures may have
contributed to the wobbly throws of the
Rams’ Jared Goff and Bears’ Mitch Tru-
bisky, who also was returning from shoul-
der injury.

But the Bears also managed to stymie
Rams running back Todd Gurley, holding
him to 28 yards on 11 carries, which proved
critical.

“I honestly wondered what would hap-
pen to this Rams offense if someone
stopped the run, and the Bears did,” NBC
analyst Cris Collinsworth said.

The Rams’ vaunted defense was solid
but not overly impressive. It certainly
couldn’t match the Bears’, whose early
second-half safety on Goff gave them a
cushion the rest of the way.

The Bears sacked Goff three times. The
Rams sacked Trubisky once. The Bears
intercepted Goff four times. The Rams
intercepted Trubisky three times. The
Rams picked up 52 yards on the ground.
Jordan Howard ran for 101 and Tarik Co-
hen picked up another 69.

“I’m really impressed with the Chicago
Bears tonight. I just have to say that,”
Collinsworth said late in the first half. “If
you’re going to beat the Rams, this is the
way you beat them because you’re not
seeing that enthusiastic, flying-off-the-ball
pass rush that they’re so good at.”

The Bears’ progress this season under
rookie coach Matt Nagy has been mea-
sured by its three “SNF” performances.

Their season-opening loss on the road to
the Packers showed they could be good,
even though they fell apart in the second
half.

Their victory over the Vikings last
month showed they were good.

Sunday night’s silencing of the Rams,
edging the Bears one step closer to their
first playoff berth in eight years, showed
they could pose trouble for opponents in
January.

They’re a team not only capable of
knocking one of the league’s top teams
backward. The Bears can knock the pro
game back in time as well, and it was great
to see.

Bears teach old-school lesson
Phil Rosenthal

Subfreezing temperatures and a dominant defense led by Eddie Goldman (91) and Akiem
Hicks (96) made the Bears’ win over the Rams feel like a throwback to a different era.

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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It isn’t surprising
that former White Sox
first baseman Paul
Konerko believes Har-
old Baines deserves to
be in the Hall of Fame.

Konerko under-
stands how difficult it

is to be a designated hitter, having done
so 345 times during an 18-year career,
and he’s a former teammate of Baines.

So why is Baines a Hall of Famer?
“It’s a combination of a lot of things,”

Konerko said. “He has really good num-
bers and really solid statistics and all of
that. But with him it’s the longevity of
always being a constant threat and
being dangerous, the guy no one wants
to face for a long time and just being
clutch and quiet and very unassuming
too. When you add it up all together, this
guy is a Hall of Fame guy.”

Baines’ selection has sparked contro-
versy because of those career numbers,
which some believe are short of Hall of
Fame worthiness. Konerko said Baines’
longevity is underappreciated. He
played 22 seasons from 1980 to 2001 but
lasted only five years on the HOF ballot.

“I’m glad there are these other vehi-
cles to get into the Hall of Fame because
he’s just one of those guys,” Konerko
said. “There are a lot of great hitters in
the Hall of Fame, but Harold Baines is
better than a lot of them.

“It’s nice to see him get in and it’s
nice to see somebody that is just a good
person and a good guy. I personally
think anybody who plays over 20 years
should be in the Hall of Fame. It’s just
that much of a grind.”

Konerko wasn’t serious, I think. He
was more or less extolling the virtues of
Baines’ career. But if there were a spe-
cial wing for players with 20-plus years,
it would be awfully crowded and full of
lackluster members.

Among players of recent vintage who
played 20 years or more are Jamie
Moyer and Charlie Hough (25 seasons
each), Rick Dempsey and Jesse Orosco
(24), Julio Franco and Rusty Staub (23),
Mike Morgan and Bill Buckner (22),
Tom Gordon and Danny Darwin (21)
and Terry Mulholland, Jay Johnstone
and Darren Oliver (20).

— Paul Sullivan

HALL OF FAME

Konerko touts
Baines’ longevity

Crossword

ACROSS
1 Buddy
5 __ at; deride
10 Fellow
14 “The Twilight __”
15 Excuse
16 Mount Fuji’s
output

17 Straight __ arrow
18 Inflammation of
brain & spinal
cord membranes

20 Gun the engine
21 Enjoy a long bath
22 City in England
23 Egyptian dam
25 Mad as a wet __
26 Taipei’s island
28 Trusted
counselor

31 Ease, as
another’s fears

32 Primp
34 Rollaway bed
36 Narrow opening
37 Thyroid or
pituitary

38 Reminder of an
old surgery

39 Relations
40 WA’s Puget __
41 Terrify
42 Holiday drink
44 Cool dessert
45 Youth
46 Wynonna’s mom

47 __ Allan Poe
50 Capital of the
Cold War era’s
West Germany

51 “Son __ gun!”
54 Inexperienced
beginner

57 Cabinet handle
58 Potter’s need
59 Ascended
60 British noble
61 Punches
62 Overnight stop
63 Joy

DOWN
1 Russian leader
of old

2 Rubber tube
3 To no effect;
futile

4 Guys
5 Pago Pago
resident

6 Spotless
7 Cry from the sty
8 “The __”; Efrem
Zimbalist Jr. TV
series

9 Swim __; diver’s
flipper

10 Customer
11 Detest
12 Gung ho
13 __ the buck; shift
responsibility

19 Astronaut
John __

21 Convince
24 Slap
25 Pay attention to
26 Chore
27 TV’s “Kate & __”
28 Repair
29 Infrequent
30 Laughs loudly
32 Sink stopper
33 Galloped
35 Cypress or cedar
37 __ cholesterol;
HDL

38 Bathtub ring

40 Catch in a trap
41 Before long
43 Knight, for one
44 Fireplace shelf
46 Loop with a
slipknot

47 Engrave
48 Sandwich shop
49 Small fly
50 To __; also
52 Prefix for head
or shadow

53 Capable
55 Crash into
56 To and __
57 Small barrel

Solutions
12/11/18By Jacqueline E. Mathews. © 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

getting in “before (Edgar) Martinez or
(Barry) Bonds or (Roger) Clemens or a
dozen other more qualified eligible play-
ers is ludicrous.”

The writer also questioned the choice
of closer Lee Smith but saved most of his
venom for Baines, the second player, after
Frank Thomas, to make the Hall in spite of
playing more than half of his games as a
DH. Though DHs have been part of base-
ball for almost five decades, they still are
second-class citizens when it comes to
Hall of Fame voting.

“From everything I hear or read, a DH
really is not part of the game, I guess,”
Baines said. “I don’t agree, but maybe this
will open up the door for more DHs.”

Baines added: “I understand the system.
It just doesn’t bode well for DHs.”

Defending Baines against the analyti-
cally bent crowd is a no-win situation. He
finished with a 40.7 offensive WAR, ac-
cording to BaseballReference.com, which
ranks 293rd in history, behind Jason
Kendall.

Jason Kendall!
The old-school stats that seemingly got

Baines through the “Today’s Game Era”
committee were RBIs (34th all time with
1,628) and total bases (43rd with 4,604).
Baines played 22 years and finished with
9,908 at-bats, which ranks 33rd all time.

Longevity clearly was a factor, as
Baines’ best finish in MVP voting was
ninth in 1985. He was a consistently good
hitter but never had the one big season to
point to or a postseason to remember.
Baines appeared in one World Series with
the A’s, who were swept by the Reds in
1990.

Former Sox first baseman/DH Paul
Konerko said people don’t “understand
how special you have to be to be a really
good, solid DH” for years.

“People understand how pinch hitting
is very tough, but DHing is essentially like
pinch hitting four times a night,” Konerko
said. “And if you do it for a long time, 10
years, 12 years, I just think people don’t
understand how tough and how mentally
challenging it is, how special you have to
be to be good at that position.” 

Baines said Sunday it was “very surpris-
ing” to get the news.

“I was only on (the Hall of Fame ballot)
one year, so I wasn’t expecting this day to
come,” he said. “But that doesn’t imply
that’s the person I am. I had a great career.
I’m very proud of it. But I think any player
will tell you he doesn’t play the game of
baseball to get into the Hall of Fame.”

Actually Baines was on the Hall of Fame
ballot five times, though he barely regis-
tered with the Baseball Writers’ Associ-
ation of America, which is probably why
he was “shocked” at the veterans commit-
tee vote. In his five years on the BBWAA
ballot, his best showing was 6.1 percent of

the total votes.
Baines was removed after 2011 when he

garnered only 28 votes, a little less than
the 5 percent necessary to remain on the
ballot. He finished behind such players as
Larry Walker (118 votes), McGwire (115),
Fred McGriff (104), Dave Parker (84), Don
Mattingly (79), Dale Murphy (73) and
Juan Gonzalez (30). None of those players
came close to getting the call.

I voted for Baines all five times (along
with 15 times for Smith), knowing it was a
lost cause. Because of his poor showing in
the BBWAA vote, I was surprised Baines
was even on the ballot for the “Today’s
Game Era” committee, which consisted of
16 members: Hall of Famers Roberto Alo-
mar, Bert Blyleven, Pat Gillick, Tony La
Russa, Greg Maddux, Joe Morgan, John
Schuerholz, Ozzie Smith and Joe Torre;
major-league executives Al Avila, Paul
Beeston, Andy MacPhail and Sox Chair-
man Jerry Reinsdorf; and media mem-
bers/historians Steve Hirdt, Tim Kurkjian
and Claire Smith.

Reinsdorf obviously has some clout and
lobbied for Baines with the other commit-
tee members.

“We never really sat down and had a
conversation about it,” Baines said of
Reinsdorf. “I always told him I don’t
worry about things I can’t control. I’m
glad he was on that committee this year
and helped me get into the Hall of Fame.”

But 11 other members voted for Baines,
so it wasn’t just Reinsdorf who felt he was
worthy of induction. It would be nice of
the Hall to reveal the results by voter, as
most BBWAA members now do with their
ballots, but that’s a story for another day.

The debate over Baines probably will
continue, just like the endless debate over
the PED-tainted candidates. Either way,
he’s finally in the club, and Sox fans can
rejoice.

psullivan@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @PWSullivan

Critics rip Baines election
Sullivan, from Page 1

Harold Baines was immortalized with a
statue at U.S. Cellular Field in 2008. Now
he’ll be entering the Baseball Hall of Fame
courtesy of a committee that included Sox
Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf, center. 
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Lee Smith was best known for
two things during his Cubs career:
the long, slow walk from the
bullpen to the mound in the late
innings and his steely glare toward
the plate before unleashing a
pitch.

After being voted into the Hall
of Fame on Sunday by a veterans
committee, Smith revealed the
famous glare was not really in-
tended to intimidate hitters.

“If you looked at the top of
those stadiums back in the day,
they had that cookie-cutter shape
and the sun was shining right in
my face, man,” Smith said Mon-
day. “So looking down, I had that
glare. And in day games, it’s hard
to see … and we didn’t have any
lights at Wrigley, so I wanted to
make sure I got (the signal) right
before I threw it up there.”

The slow walk and deep glare
will be on display July 21 in
Cooperstown, N.Y., where Smith
will join Harold Baines and others
— likely including all-time saves
leader Mariano Rivera — for the
Hall of Fame induction ceremony.

Smith was a unanimous selec-
tion by the 16-member “Today’s
Game Era” committee, which
voted on a select group of execu-
tives, managers and players con-
sidered overlooked by the baseball
writers during their time on the

ballot.
Smith called it the “second

chance committee,” though it was
actually the longtime closer’s 16th
chance at being elected. During 15
years on the ballot (2003-17), he
never came close to the 75 percent
of votes from the Baseball Writers’
Association of America necessary
for induction. His best showing
was 50.6 percent in 2012, his sixth
year on the ballot.

Smith, who grew up in rural
Louisiana slopping hogs and milk-
ing cows, was scouted by Buck
O’Neil and began his career as a
starter in the Cubs organization
after they drafted him in the
second round in 1975 out of
Northwestern State.

At 6-foot-6 and 235 pounds, he
once considered a basketball ca-
reer before former Braves slugger
Joe Adcock talked him out of it,
telling him to focus on baseball in
college.

After Smith’s pro career got off
to a slow start, his manager at
Double-A Midland, former Cubs
catcher Randy Hundley, informed
him during the 1979 season he was
going to the bullpen.

“Back then, it was somewhat a
slap in the face to become a relief
pitcher,” Smith said. “Most of the
starters wanted to go nine (in-
nings), so you didn’t know anyone
that wanted to pitch (in relief )
then. But actually the game
started to evolve a couple years
after that with the Bruce Sutters
and Rich Gossages and those guys
like that, and (managers) wanted
to get (the ball) to a closer.

“Mr. Billy Williams came to my

home, and I can’t say (out loud)
what he said to me about doing
this relief pitching thing. But I
tried it … and the rest is history.”

Smith became a seven-time
All-Star with three Rolaids Relief
Awards, finishing his career with a
then-record 478 saves.

He made his major-league de-
but Sept. 1, 1980, and became a
part of the Cubs bullpen in the
strike-shortened ’81 season. Man-
ager Lee Elia tried to convert him
back to a starter early in ’82 but
ditched the plan by July.

Smith posted an 0.96 ERA from
July 8 through the end of the
season, retiring 19 straight hitters
in a dominant stretch from Aug. 18
to Sept. 7. He made his first
All-Star Game in 1983, striking out
Ron Kittle at old Comiskey Park,
and led the National League with
29 saves in 1031⁄3 innings.

Smith’s reputation zoomed
from there. He was a key part of
the Cubs’ resurgence in 1984 that
led to their first postseason ap-
pearance in 39 years and turned
Wrigley Field into a must-see
destination for fans across the
country.

Unfortunately for Smith, his
most memorable outing came in
Game 4 of the National League
Championship Series when he
served up a game-winning home
run to the Padres’ Steve Garvey in
San Diego to tie the series at 2-2.

The rest is history.
Smith grew weary of the or-

ganization by 1987, when he was
booed at Wrigley, and asked to be
traded after the season.

Cubs general manager Jim Frey

complied, sending Smith to the
Red Sox for starter Al Nipper and
reliever Calvin Schiraldi in his
first deal after taking over from
President Dallas Green.

“I never got the respect I
thought a guy with those kind of
numbers should have gotten,”
Smith told Tribune reporter Fred
Mitchell after the deal. “It had a
lot to do with the broadcasters and
who they played up. I was low-key
and I liked it like that.”

Asked about the booing fans,
Smith replied: “That wasn’t the
true Cub fan. Those were guys
with a couple of beers.”

Some thought Smith was
cooked. But after leaving Chicago,
he pitched for seven teams over 10
more seasons and had almost as
many saves in four years in St.
Louis (160) as he did in eight years
with the Cubs (180).

Now a minor-league pitching
coach for the Giants, he’s a fre-
quent presence at the Cubs Con-
vention and he received a 2016
World Series ring from Cubs
Chairman Tom Ricketts.

Despite the unceremonious
ending to his Cubs career and his
success elsewhere, Smith hopes
he’ll be wearing a Cubs cap on his
Hall of Fame plaque.

“It’s definitely going to have to
be a Cubbie, man,” he said. “There
were a lot of great teams I played
for because Smitty’s been around.
But the Cubs gave me my first
chance in the big leagues, and the
Cubs gave me a World Series ring.
… Wherever you start at, it’s
something in your heart that’s
always there.”

psullivan@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @PWSullivan

Former Cubs closer Lee Smith, right, threw out the first pitch before

Game 2 of the 2016 National League Division Series at Wrigley Field.
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Smith’s long wait finally ends 
Hall of Fame closer
hopes to be wearing
Cubs cap on his plaque 
By Paul Sullivan
Chicago Tribune

BASEBALL

LAS VEGAS — The start of
spring training is more than two
months away, with the Cubs still
looking for late-inning relief
help, a middle infielder with
leadership skills and perhaps a
backup catcher.

And yet, “I’ve never said this
before, but I’ve never wanted a
season to start quicker,” general
manager Jed Hoyer said Monday
night at the winter meetings.

Team President Theo Epstein
and Hoyer each have expressed
the bitterness of the Cubs’ season
starting to erode in August and
abruptly ending with a loss to the
Rockies in the National League
wild-card game.

Hoyer seems to feel as if only a
tweak, such as the addition of an
assertive reserve such as David
Ross in 2015-16 and Jon Jay in
2017, could resurrect the Cubs’
presence in the NL.

“That’s something we felt we
missed last year,” said Hoyer,
adding that Ross, a special assist-
ant, will spend more time around
the team this season. “It was a
miscalculation on our part. I
think we felt like those things
would take care of themselves
because we had that group to-
gether for so long. And we

probably realized that wasn’t
accurate.”

Hoyer said the Cubs’ greatest
potential for improvement
comes from within their roster,
and that adding a veteran posi-
tion player might require more
financial flexibility.

That could be their most
difficult task. Versatile switch-
hitter Ben Zobrist, 37, was the
team’s most polished hitter last
season and may be too valuable to
try to move as he enters the final
year of his contract earning $12
million.

“I guess (moving a productive
player) only makes sense in
concert with other things to
make us better,” Hoyer said. “In
general, we had a 95-win team
last year, and we didn’t feel like
things clicked. We know we have
a lot of guys that can perform
better.

“And so, for us to start moving
pieces around the board, I think
it has to make a lot of sense,
whether that helps us financially
or not. That’s got to be the biggest
focus.”

Left fielder Kyle Schwarber
raised his batting average by 27
points last season and has hit 56
home runs the last two seasons
from the left side. Hoyer tem-
pered a report that said the Cubs
informed interested teams that
Schwarber was untouchable.

“Of course, there’s no un-
touchables,” Hoyer said. “We’ve
said that over and over. So,
whenever these rumors come
out, I think it's ‘Would they trade

any of these guys?’ Of course.
We’d never have an untouchable.

“But, we do believe in these
guys. If we didn’t believe in them,
certainly we would’ve changed
course by now.”

Hoyer admitted that it would
take time for a player to assimi-
late with his new teammates, as
Jay did in 2017 after signing as a
free agent.

“You can’t come into a team
that won the World Series and
start making changes,” Hoyer
said. “But I think the right guy
with the right professionalism
makes a difference.”

Hoyer said no deals were
imminent and that he would
have a better gauge of possible
moves Tuesday. The relief mar-
ket is flooded, but Hoyer tem-
pered the suggestion that the
Cubs will have to pay more for a
closer after the revelation last
week that Brandon Morrow
won’t be available likely until
after April after having arthro-
scopic elbow surgery last month.

“No one’s a closer until they’ve
done it, and once they’ve done it,
they’re a closer,” Hoyer said. “I
think we already have some guys
on the team that have proven
they can handle the ninth inning
when we need to.

“We’re looking for talented
and versatile relievers that can
help us. I think we have some
guys on the team that can handle
the ninth, if we need to.”

mgonzales@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @MDGonzales

Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer, right, with manager Joe Maddon, indicated a roster tweak might be all

that’s needed for the Cubs to set themselves up for another postseason run.
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Tweak week?
Hoyer says roster
may benefit from
just a small move
By Mark Gonzales
Chicago Tribune

LAS VEGAS — Executive Vice
President Ken Williams admits
that the bulk of the White Sox’s
top prospects might be a year or
more away from arriving in the
major leagues.

That hasn’t stopped the front
office from trying to acquire a
signature free agent such as Bryce
Harper.

“If it’s a guy who can play and is
the right guy and fits economically
into today and tomorrow, then I
think it’s a great thing,” Williams
said Monday.

“The answer is obvious.”
General manager Rick Hahn

and Williams described the dia-
logue at the winter meetings as
upbeat. The Sox believe they’re
ready to turn the corner after
trading away Chris Sale and Adam
Eaton for seven prospects at the
winter meetings two years ago.
Their rebuilding mission has re-
sulted in 95 losses in 2017 and 100
in 2018.

“The conversations we’re hav-
ing aren’t about the past,” Hahn
said. “They’re about the future,
and everyone who follows the
game closely knows where we’re
headed and what we’re trying to
accomplish over the past couple
years and will continue to build
for.”

Being part of a promising future
“has appeal to people,” Hahn
added. “That’s more important.” 

Most of the Sox’s talks Monday
focused on free agents, with the
team’s mission of long-term suc-
cess remaining a priority.

“We want to balance the fact
there are some unique opportuni-
ties out there on the market,”
Hahn said. “And we wouldn’t be
doing our job even if it is perhaps
too early.

“It has to fit with the long-term
vision of what we’re trying to
accomplish. Traditionally, the
third year of a rebuild is always the
time where you push those chips
in. But when unique opportunities
present themselves, you have to
respond.”

Some trade speculation has
centered around first baseman
Jose Abreu, who is one year away
from free agency. But, “he knows
how we feel about him,” Hahn
said. “I don’t think it troubles
him.”

Moving Yoan Moncada from
second to third base hasn’t been
ruled out, Hahn said, pending the
results of the Sox’s attempt to
upgrade their roster.

“It’s conceivable it could factor
in,” Hahn said. “We’ve had a lot of
conversations.”

Hahn acknowledged that Mon-
cada’s skill set could be better
suited for third, although “we
haven’t made any official determi-

nation.”
Williams acknowledged the

Sox’s plan suffered some setbacks
in 2018 with injuries to starting
pitchers Michael Kopech (elbow
surgery that will sideline him for
all of 2019) and Dane Dunning (
elbow sprain), closer Zack Burdi
(recovering from elbow surgery)
and third baseman Jake Burger
(twice-ruptured Achilles tendon).

But Williams has been com-
forted by the development of
outfielders Eloy Jimenez, Luis
Robert, Blake Rutherford and
Micker Adolfo.

In addition to Harper, the Sox
are pursuing starting and relief
help.

“Never in my career have I been
comfortable with pitching depth,
and I’m not going to get comfort-
able with it now,” Williams said.

A major part of their sales pitch
to potential acquisitions is the
franchise’s promising future. That
potential also is being sold to Sox
fans, who have suffered through
six consecutive losing seasons.

“We got a little buzz when
people said, ‘Whoa, this is what
Kopech can do,’ ” Williams said.
“They’ll get a buzz when (Yoan)
Moncada corrects some of his
issues and a little bit more when
they see Eloy and what he can do. I
think (pitcher) Dylan Cease will
be on some people’s radar the
same way Kopech was last year.

“It’s building, but ultimately
you got to prove it to White Sox
fans. And we know that. And that’s
what we’re setting out to do. We’re
trying to earn their patience and
attention.”

WHITE SOX 

Talks focusing
on free agents
Williams, Hahn willing
to pursue top players 
if it will fit team’s vision 
By Mark Gonzales
Chicago Tribune
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“If it’s a guy who can
play and is the right
guy and fits eco-
nomically into today
and tomorrow, then
I think it’s a great
thing. The answer is
obvious.”
—Ken Williams, White Sox
executive vice president
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Gilkey Window Company wants to thank you, our
valued customers, who have made it possible for
us to be recognized as one of the top 100 window
manufacturers in the country in 2018.

“Gilkey Windows prove that

superior quality doesn’t have

to cost more. For 40 years, Gilkey

has outperformed the competition.

Choose vinyl or choose fiberglass.

Just be sure to choose Gilkey.”

- Lou Manfredini

House Smarts Radio

prove that
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hoose Gilkey.”

nfredini

marts Radio

VISIT GILKEY.com | CALL 312-874-5215
Visit our showrooms at: 467 W. Northwest Highway, Palatine, IL and 10160 Virginia Ave., Chicago Ridge, IL

The Holidays Look Brighter Through Gilkey Windows.

AND

HOLIDAY SALE! LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Fiberglass/Vinyl
Windows & Doors

25%
OFF

Up to

INTEREST
PAYMENTSNO

Since 1978

H A P P Y H O L I D A Y S

MINIMUM OF 4WINDOWS. Cannot be combined with previous sales and quotes. Not valid with any other discounts or offers. 0%
APR for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit. Financing not valid on prior purchases. No finance charges
will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Discount applies to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply.

for up to
12 Months!

HURRY!
Offer Expires
12/31/18

Thanks to a new 20-game Big Ten 
schedule, we got an early sense of 
conference competition last week. 
Teams will take a break to play a handful 
of nonconference games before getting 
back to Big Ten action Jan. 2. Here are our
updated power rankings after two 
conference games for each team.

1. Michigan (10-0, 2-0): The Wolverines
looked human against Northwestern (a
62-60 victory) and South Carolina (89-78)
after beating their first eight opponents by
at least 17 points and holding each to less
than 40 percent shooting. While Ignas
Brazdeikis and Jordan Poole deservedly
receive much of the attention, 7-foot-1
junior center Jon Teske averaged 13.3
points and nine rebounds the last three
games.
2. Michigan State (8-2, 2-0): The Spar-
tans posted double-digit wins at Rutgers
and against Iowa. They’ve had four double-
digit scorers in the last four games and
gone 5-1 in a challenging six-game stretch
that also included victories against UCLA,
Texas and Florida and an overtime loss at
Louisville.
3. Ohio State (8-1, 2-0): Keyshawn
Woods’ 18 points against Illinois were vital.
Getting consistent production from him off
the bench could be a difference maker for
the Buckeyes. Against Minnesota in the
previous game, he was 0-for-5 from the
field. Six of Ohio State’s eight victories have
been by 10 points or more.
4. Wisconsin (8-2, 2-0): The Badgers had
been balancing Ethan Happ’s inside pres-
ence with outside shooting — until facing
Marquette. In the overtime loss, Wisconsin
hit just 5 of 24 3-pointers, while Happ
scored 34. The Badgers play a light non-
conference schedule (Savannah State,
Grambling and Western Kentucky) before
Big Ten play resumes.
5. Indiana (8-2, 2-0): The Hoosiers won
their last three games by two points or
fewer. Close games against two of the
lower-rated Big Ten teams (Northwestern
and Penn State) raise questions, but they
showed grit in a one-point win against

Louisville. Freshman Romeo Langford
hasn’t disappointed, scoring at least 12
points in every game.
6. Nebraska (8-2, 1-1): The Cornhuskers
have won 17 straight at home, 12 by double
figures. It’s their longest home winning
streak since the mid-1960s. Saturday’s win
over Creighton snapped a seven-game
losing streak against the in-state rival.
7. Iowa (7-2, 0-2): After a blowout loss to
Michigan State, many wondered if the
Hawkeyes were overrated. A 14-point win
against rival Iowa State could put them
back on track. Iowa’s nonconference slate
has been impressive with wins against
Oregon, Connecticut and Pittsburgh. Now
it needs to do the same in the Big Ten.
8. Purdue (6-4, 1-1): Carsen Edwards tied
a career high with 40 points against Texas
but without much help from his fellow
starters, who added only 21 points. Ed-
wards (23.9 points per game) and Ryan
Cline (14 ppg) are the only players averag-
ing double-digit points and more than two
assists. The key to the Boilermakers’ season
will be developing more scorers.
9. Maryland (8-2, 1-1): After beating Penn
State and narrowly losing at Purdue, the
Terrapins’ potential is tough to predict.
Their only losses were by six to No. 6 Vir-
ginia and by two to Purdue. Their minus-
five turnover margin in two conference
games is the worst in the Big Ten. They
averaged 17 turnovers in those games. 
10. Minnesota (8-2, 1-1): No. 1 on the
Gophers’ to-do list: Work on 3-pointers.
Minnesota missed all 13 attempts in a 20-
point loss at Ohio State and made only 3 of
8 in a victory against Nebraska. That’s 14.3

percent. That’s bad. For the season, the
Gophers are hitting 34.9 percent of their 3s. 
11. Northwestern (7-3, 0-2): A 25-0 run
helped the Wildcats beat DePaul. Is that
good news or bad news given the state of
the Blue Demons? The Wildcats look like a
team with fight, almost knocking off Mich-
igan at Welsh-Ryan Arena and losing an-
other close game at Indiana. But they need
victories. They have a tough nonconfer-
ence game against Oklahoma before start-
ing Big Ten play against Michigan State.
12. Penn State (5-4, 0-2): In two confer-
ence losses, the Nittany Lions shot 38.4
percent, 23.8 percent on 3-pointers and got
outrebounded by 5.5 per game. Penn State
needs to find contributions from outside of
its big three of Lamar Stevens (20.1 ppg),
Rasir Bolton (13.6) and Josh Reaves (10.4).
13. Rutgers (5-4, 0-2): After a strong 5-1
start, the Scarlet Knights lost three straight.
Last season they started 6-0, lost three
straight and then won four in a row. But
Rutgers will be judged by its Big Ten wins.
It had only three last season and was dealt
a tough hand this season by opening con-
ference play against top-15 opponents
Michigan State and Wisconsin.
14. Illinois (3-7, 0-2): The Illini played
away from Champaign for two weeks and
played three games in a week. They were
rewarded with a much-needed victory
against UNLV. Illinois has been competi-
tive in most of its losses, but the defense
allows 47.1 percent shooting, worst in the
Big Ten. 

sryan@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @sryantribune

BIG TEN POWER RANKINGS

Michigan
only team
that’s still
undefeated 
By Shannon Ryan | Chicago Tribune

Michigan’s Jordan Poole celebrates after Northwestern guard Ryan Taylor (14) misses a
potential winning 3-pointer in the Wolverines’ 62-60 victory at Welsh-Ryan Arena. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Marcus Morris Sr. had a season-high 31
points, making three quick 3-pointers to
start the second half, and Jayson Tatum
scored 21 on Monday night in Boston to
lead a depleted Celtics lineup to their
sixth straight win, a 113-100 victory over
the Pelicans.

Kyrie Irving, Al Horford, Gordon
Hayward and Aaron Baynes all missed
the game because of illness or injury.

Anthony Davis scored 41 points for the
Pelicans. 
■ G Jimmy Butler left the 76ers’ 116-102
win over the Pistons with a strained
groin. ... F Giannis Antetokounmpo sat
out the Bucks’ 108-92 win over the Cavs
because of neck soreness. ... F Draymond
Green returned to the Warriors lineup
after missing the last 11 games with a right
toe injury. ... Lakers PG Rajon Rondo had
fluid drained from his right hand Sunday,
a setback in his recovery from surgery in
November to repair a fracture. ... The
Nuggets signed G Nick Young, 33, under
the injury hardship relief exception. ...
The Warriors became the fourth team to
be named Sports Illustrated’s Sportsper-
son of the Year. News services

Morris lifts Celtics
to 6th win in row

Steven Stamkos had three goals to
become the first player from the 2008
draft to reach 700 points, and the
NHL-leading Lightning won their sev-
enth consecutive game by beating the
Rangers 6-3 on Monday night in
Tampa, Fla. 

Stamkos scored power-play goals
that tied the game in the first and
second periods. The center completed
his ninth hat trick and first since Oct.
13, 2014, from the slot at 10:41 of the
third. 

The Lightning star, coming off a
two-goal, two-assist outing in Saturday
night’s 7-1 win over the Avalanche, has
701 points in 696 career games.
■ Jimmy Howard made a season-high
42 saves and Dylan Larkin scored his
12th goal of the season to lift the Red
Wings to a 3-1 win over the visiting
Kings. ... Capitals F T.J. Oshie skated
with his teammates for the first time
since suffering a concussion Nov. 14,
and later said he’s “hoping” to play
Tuesday against the Red Wings. ... The
Blues placed backup G Chad Johnson
on waivers. News services

Stamkos’ hat trick
keys Lightning win

NHL

NBA
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Even for a team few picked to make the
playoffs this season, the Blackhawks have
underachieved.

With a controversial coaching change
and a horrible string of losses sinking the
season before the midway point, there’s
potential for locker-room discord or team
dysfunction to set in.

That hasn’t been the case, a testament to
the team’s veteran leadership and coach
Jeremy Colliton’s communication skills.
The Hawks have kept their heads up and
supported each other throughout a slide
that has them saddled with the NHL’s worst
record (9-17-5).

Players are noticeably frustrated after
games, but when they report to the next
practice, energy has been high and there
hasn’t been any sulking.

“It’s been good,” defenseman Connor
Murphy said. “Jeremy’s been implementing
a lot of positives and mentions a lot about
trusting the process and never giving up. All
you can do is do your best to stay even-
keeled and try to get better every day. It’s so
cliche, but it’s really all you can do.”

Unless the Hawks turn things around,
this will be the first time Chris Kunitz has
played on a losing team during his 15-year
career, so perhaps his insight isn’t as keen as
if he had played in similar environments.
Still, he hasn’t seen a clubhouse falling apart
at the seams.

The same can’t be said for the Blues, who
were expected to contend for a playoff
berth but also underwent a coaching
change and remain at the bottom of the
standings with the Hawks. On Monday,
Blues forward Robert Bertuzzo and de-
fenseman Zach Sanford came to blows
during practice.

“I don’t think there’s been outbursts,”
Kunitz said of the Hawks. “Nobody’s happy
when you lose. Coach comes in and
preaches that if you do the right things for
60 minutes, then you should have the right
outcome, and that’s a message I’ve had on
winning teams too. That if you’re doing the
right thing over and over and over, then it’s
going to work itself out and over time you’ll
get the wins.”

Kunitz, 39, has been a healthy scratch for
10 games and said he “can’t imagine at this
rate playing another” season. Yet he was on
the ice Monday during an optional practice
preparing for when he might be needed.

“That’s just the responsibility of trying to
be a professional,” Kunitz said. “If you’re
not out there and competing in games, you
have to go out there and try to get it.

“We all want to be out there. It’s not just
showing up for a paycheck or to be part of
something. I still want to go out and play
games, and whenever they tell me I’m
allowed to go back in, I’ll try to play the best
game I can.”

Anisimov sidelined: Center Artem Anisi-
mov did not travel to Winnipeg with the
Hawks for Tuesday night’s game against the
Jets after entering the NHL’s concussion
protocol Sunday night following a hit by the
Canadiens’ Shea Weber.

Colliton didn’t speculate on how long
Anisimov might be out but said there were
no plans to call up a player to replace him.
Anisimov has 15 points (six goals, nine
assists), including four goals over the last
nine games.

“He’s been playing really well lately, so,
yeah, it’s unfortunate,” Colliton said. “Both
for him (and) for the team.”

The play occurred during the first
minute of the third period when Weber
rode Anisimov hard into the boards. No
penalty was called but Anisimov was upset
and turned toward Weber before going to
the bench. Soon after, he left for the locker
room and didn’t return to the game.

Colliton’s playing career ended prema-
turely at 29 because of a series of concus-
sions.

“Don’t want anyone to go through what I
went through,” he said. “Want everyone to
be able to play as long as they want.”

Out of answers: The Hawks have allowed
the first goal in 10 straight games and have
been outscored 24-6 in the first period
during that span. They have searched for
ways to stop their slow starts but haven’t
found any answers.

“At some point talking about it isn’t
helping,” Colliton said. “(Just) try to give
them some ideas about how to fix it but not
dwell on it. We’ll see.”

jgreenfield@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @jcgreenx

Hawks forward Chris Kunitz says he hasn’t
seen internal turmoil on the Hawks, despite
their falling to the bottom of the standings. 
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BLACKHAWKS NOTES

Even as losses
mount, team
sticks together 

UP NEXT

Blackhawks at Jets

7 p.m. Tuesday, NBCSCH

By Jimmy Greenfield | Chicago Tribune

BLACKHAWKS

last summer. And according to team and
league sources, executive vice president
John Paxson and general manager Gar
Forman raved to ownership about Boylen’s
message during Sunday’s meeting, which
Paxson and Forman attended.

“They believe in me to do this and they
believe in the way that I think it should be
done,” Boylen said. “There’s no differing
philosophy on what we think is important.
It’s very freeing to know I can coach this
team with passion and emotion and
directness.”

Boylen embraced the players-only
meeting and the meeting with players,
coaches and management that occurred
Sunday.

“I think it’s a blessing for where we want
to go,” he said.

According to multiple sources, Sunday’s
scheduled practice served as the tipping
point for some players’ frustration. But the
fact Boylen used two five-man substitu-
tions in Saturday’s 133-77 loss to the Celtics
— the second coming just 2 minutes, 58
seconds into the second half with the
Celtics leading by a mere 5-3 in the half —
and constant public browbeating that
featured Boylen publicly questioning play-
ers’ toughness and conditioning were
bigger issues, per sources.

Zach LaVine said Sunday that “I don’t
think the players’ toughness should ever
be questioned.” And players didn’t love
having to run wind sprints and do
push-ups during a pair of two-hour
practices last week after Boylen chal-
lenged their conditioning both privately to
the team and publicly to reporters.

Boylen also has used unconventional
tactics such as showing film clips in the
locker room immediately after losses.
Yahoo Sports first reported Monday — and
the Tribune independently confirmed —
that some players contacted the National
Basketball Players Association regarding
Boylen’s “extreme tactics.”

“That’s great,” Boylen said. “They have
every right to do that. I’m not taking it
personally. They can call. I know the rules.
No problem. But it doesn’t deter from us
going to work and practice. The guys that
want to work are going to work.”

Boylen has talked about having open
lines of communication but ultimately has
the final say. So how he does he use player
feedback, which, according to several
present at the meeting, was occasionally

presented to him in emotional fashion
Sunday?

“I explained that to them: ‘Hey, guys,
everybody wants it comfortable. Every-
body wants it safe. Well, I don’t think you
become great in that,’ ” Boylen said. “So it’s
going to be a little raw for a while, it’s going
to be a little rough for a while. And maybe
there’s a point where it gets not as rough,
but all of a sudden it’s got to be rough again.

“That’s the only way I know. That’s the
way it is in the business. From the places
I’ve been that have been successful, that’s
the way it is.”

Boylen grew most passionate when
asked about the team splintering and the
narrative that the Bulls were close to a
teamwide mutiny.

“We did not splinter after the Boston
game,” Boylen said, referencing the fran-
chise-record 56-point loss in his third
game as the Bulls’ head coach. “There was
an issue with how we’re going to go about
things with practice, what I value and that
they have to understand this is not a
negotiation. That’s not my style. That’s
new for them. And that’s OK.

“That is not true that they didn’t want to
have practice. ‘They’ means everybody.
That is not true. I don’t like that narrative.
The truth is we had a couple guys who
thought a Sunday practice was excessive
after the week we had. And they have to
trust me if I bring them in here to practice,
I’m going to manage their legs and manage
what we’re going to do. They didn’t
understand that. So I explained to them
you have to trust that I’m going to do
what’s best for this team. What was best
for this team was coming in, being together
and growing. Some guys felt that was
excessive.

“We cleared that up and we’re moving
on. Please don’t say ‘they.’ Because that’s
not how it was, OK? Everybody is allowed
to make a mistake. Everybody is allowed to
get sideways a little bit. This is an
emotional roller coaster at this level. New
coach, tough week, big win, got our butt
kicked. Everybody is human, has a reason
to do what they do. We’ve all done it where
we look back and say, ‘God, I wish I would
have done that differently.’ We could have
handled that differently. OK. Is that clear?”

Late Saturday, Boylen said he didn’t
bring back the starters over the final 21:02
in a “premeditated” move to save them for
Sunday’s practice. He admitted he initially
planned a hard practice.

But during Sunday’s meeting, Boylen

had a colleague reveal that his practice
plan consisted merely of film work and
getting up shots.

Boylen first learned late Saturday of the
team potentially not showing up for
Sunday’s practice, a source said. But he
refused to change his practice plan,
wanting to use the opportunity to build
trust with his team.

“I have the prerogative to change my
mind,” Boylen said of practice going from
hard to easy. “We felt the meeting was
more productive.

“I’m not going to tell our guys: ‘We’re
going to practice tomorrow but we’re not
going to go hard. We’re going to practice
tomorrow but we’re not going to go long.’
Their job is to show up, which they did,
and work. I’ll protect their legs.”

Sources said Robin Lopez, who initially
wasn’t on the group text, and Lauri
Markkanen, who was, were instrumental
in getting the Bulls to show up Sunday.

“I’ve had a lot of experience,” Lopez
said. “And it seemed to me that was the
sensible and respectful thing to do. You
understand where your teammates are
coming from, always. Whether or not you
agree with it, you want to put them in the
best position to succeed.”

Boylen expressed confidence that this
story playing out in public wouldn’t deter
the Bulls, who will have ample salary-cap
space, from landing a big-name free agent.

“The free agent we would want is a guy
who wants to work after a 56-point loss
and wants to work after a coach takes over
and is in his eighth day,” Boylen said. “I’m
not fearful of that at all.”

Players said Sunday proved to be a
positive day. Portis said “everybody is on
the same page,” and Dunn said players’
voices were heard.

“We were very direct with each other.
We were very open,” Lopez said. “I think
we came out the better for it. I think we’re
more understanding.”

Now it’s up to the Bulls to show it with
results.

“Jim did a great job in the meeting,”
guard Justin Holiday said. “He did a great
job understanding and trying to hear what
we had to say. That’s how a good leader
acts and how a team becomes the best it
can be — being transparent to one another,
trying to be understanding and both sides
saying how you feel.”

kcjohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @KCJHoop

Boylen’s message: Brass has my back
Bulls, from Page 1

It might be time for more meetings — or,
more accurately, more practice.

The Bulls tried to put a tumultuous 48
hours in their rearview mirror on Monday
night, but their spirited first-half play
devolved into a turnover fest and inability
to guard De’Aaron Fox as the Kings rallied
for a 108-89 victory.

Not even the returns of Kris Dunn and
Bobby Portis could save the Bulls, who
committed a season-high 27 turnovers
while losing for the 13th time in 15 games.
The Kings scored 31 points off the Bulls’
gifts.

Fox scored 23 of his 25 points in the
second half as the Kings outscored the
Bulls 63-33 over the final two quarters. The
Bulls were booed off the floor for the
second straight home game.

“We’re just having a hard time sustain-
ing the style of play we want to play for 48
minutes,” coach Jim Boylen said. “I’ve got
to do a better job of this because we’re
having a hard time doing the basics.”

For at least one half, the Bulls, to steal

Boylen’s phrase, played for each other, not
with each other.

And they got healthy.
Dunn and Portis returned from their

respective sprained MCLs suffered two
days apart in late October. The Bulls were
trying to respond not only to Saturday’s
franchise-record, 56-point loss to the
Celtics but also a Sunday that featured two
hours of team meetings after two or three
players in a group text exchange advocated
support for a boycott of practice.

“We’re together,” Portis said.
He meant spiritually after what trans-

pired Sunday. Save for Denzel Valentine’s
season-ending ankle surgery, Portis also
could’ve meant physically.

Playing in just his second game this
season and first since Oct. 22, Dunn
finished with nine points, six assists and
three rebounds in 20 minutes. Sidelined
since Oct. 24 and playing in just his fifth
game, Portis added nine points and eight
rebounds in 19 minutes.

“It’s nice to start getting guys back,”
Robin Lopez said. “I do wish Fred
(Hoiberg) had been given that opportunity.
But we have Jim as our coach now. I don’t
feel (Hoiberg lost the locker room) at all.
We don’t have those guys on our team
where that’s going to happen.

“Jim has gone about things the way he
wants to go about it. He wanted to make an

impression. And like I said, I think we’re
the better for it. They have different styles.
And I think both styles can be effective.”

Boylen’s style, which has featured hard-
er practices and more confrontation both
behind closed doors with his players and
with his public criticism of players,
contrasts sharply with that of Hoiberg’s.
But Hoiberg thought he’d at least get some
time with a healthy roster before manage-
ment fully decided his future.

Instead, Boylen gets the benefits.
“It was fun to be back,” Portis said. “I’m

an energy giver. I felt good. I got tired a
little bit in the second half, which is
expected. But being able to play with my
teammates is what I cherish the most.”

This marked just the 13th time that Zach
LaVine, Dunn and Lauri Markkanen — the
principals in the Jimmy Butler trade —
played together and first since LaVine
played fully rehabilitated from his left ACL
injury. LaVine, who said the weekend
“ordeal made us closer,” finished with 19
points and six turnovers, while Markka-
nen missed seven of eight 3-pointers and
managed just 13 points.

Dunn admitted to some expected rust.
“I miss playing with the guys,” Dunn

said, “Just trying to move forward under a
new coaching staff. We got the whole band
back together and we can see what we can
do from here on out.”

Kris Dunn goes up for a shot past Kings center Kosta Koufos (41) in the first half of the Bulls’ loss Monday night at the United Center.
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KINGS 108, BULLS 89

2nd-half slop fest
Dunn, Portis return, 
but promising start
fades into 1-sided loss
By K.C. Johnson | Chicago Tribune

BULLS
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Chicago Doctors Treat Erectile Dysfunction

BMG has helped over 1 Million Men and has a US Patent for its highly effective Boston Method®

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

Physicians at local Boston

Medical Group offices are so

confident their treatment will

immediately help men with

Erectile Dysfunction, they are

offering the First 50 Callers a $95

consult AND receive a Free dose

of medication.

Erectile dysfunction and

premature ejaculation have long

been a problem for millions of

men, in spite of the popularity of

the little blue pills. Many men

aren’t helped by these pills or

cannot take them due to adverse

side effects.

Boston Medical Group custom

blends over 180 combinations of

medications for each patient.

“That’s why our success rate is so

high,” says Dr. William Livingston,

Board Certified Urologist.

“We help men as old as
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prostate surgery and heart

conditions. Regardless of their
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results everyday are amazing.”
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approved, and no surgery is

involved. “We adjust the
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performance to 45-minutes, an
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according to Dr. William

Livingston, “and patients see
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The bond Nagy has created with his
players fosters camaraderie that serves as
the foundation for everything the Bears
do, from celebrating in the locker room to
trusting each other on the field. The Bears
did more than just beat the Rams 15-6
Sunday night when Sowell scored the
game’s only touchdown on an athletic
2-yard grab that preceded the YouTube-
worthy dance that was a nod to his daugh-
ters. They provided a historic cache for
the time capsule from the 2018 Bears
season, one that revolves around playing
defense and having fun — and not neces-
sarily in that order.

Perhaps not since the ’85 Bears have the
guys with the orange C’s on their navy
helmets combined charisma with talent
the way this team does, a fact reinforced
somewhere between the time Sowell
started dancing and defensive coordinator
Vic Fangio stopped scheming. Isn’t argu-
ing whether the 2018 Bears defense is
better than the 2010 version or the 2006
model a much more enjoyable local sports
debate than the one consuming the city a
year ago over how many employees the
McCaskeys would fire?

A year later, the Bears can make the
Super Bowl.

Yes, the Bears can make Super Bowl
LIII on Feb. 3, 2019, in Atlanta.

That feels even odder to type than it is
to read after so many seasons of futility.
But that was the most emphatic statement
the Bears issued in limiting a Rams team
averaging 35 points to two field goals.
Every layer of the Bears defense raised its
level of play against the best offense in the
NFL. Defensive linemen surged. Line-
backers swarmed, none more aggressively
than emerging star Roquan Smith. The
secondary attacked, intercepting intimi-
dated Rams quarterback Jared Goff four
times. It was as defining as any defensive
effort since Oct. 16, 2006, when the Bears
rallied against the Cardinals to induce late
coach Dennis Green’s famous postgame
rant: “The Bears are who we thought they
were.” Except this time, the Bears etched
the indelible image at home on the lake-
front on a 26-degree December night
nobody in town will soon forget.

In a league trending toward offensive
innovation and rules changes that cater to
the fantasy-football crowd, the Bears
represent the anomaly. They are the team
that belongs in the age of neck rolls and
Stickum because of a defense coordinated

by a 60-year-old curmudgeon in Vic Fan-
gio who believes pressuring the quarter-
back and running to the football never
goes out of style. They are the rare team
that relies more on its defense than its
offense, a good thing given quarterback
Mitch Trubisky’s hiccup against the Rams
in his return after a two-game layoff be-
cause of an injured throwing shoulder.

It remains to be seen whether Trubisky
struggled mightily because of rust or re-
gression, but he had elevated his play to a
high enough level before the injury to earn
the benefit of the doubt. Nobody is saying
a healthy Trubisky will resemble Chiefs
quarterback Patrick Mahomes, a leading
MVP candidate. But it would be just as off
base to label Trubisky an NFC North
version of Jaguars disappointment Blake
Bortles because he sailed too many passes
during a three-interception clunker.

“It wasn’t his best game, but you know
what?” Nagy said. “I told him, ‘Who
cares?’ We’re about winning games. He
knows we can all play better. It’s not all on
him.”

It’s not. It hasn’t been since Sept. 1,
when the Bears traded the Raiders two
first-round draft picks in a package for
All-Pro pass rusher Khalil Mack. What
became true that day bears repeating now,
as the 24-year-old franchise quarterback
regains his footing for a team going places:
Trubisky doesn’t have to be the reason the
Bears win games, but he can’t be why they
lose them. One day that dynamic will
change, but that day need not come this
season. Chances are that as long as the
Bears defense meets the standard reset
Sunday, Trubisky never will be the
quarterback under the most pressure
during the playoffs.

In their biggest game in years, the Bears
scored 15 measly points and still won.
Their lone touchdown came on a trick
play executed by a 6-foot-7, 312-pound
backup offensive tackle on his fifth NFL
team in seven seasons. The defense that
carried the Bears is that complete, good
enough to make winning at least one play-
off game a realistic goal and passing a road
playoff test in either New Orleans or Los
Angeles more than a pipe dream. 

Sound those annoying air sirens. The
Bears pose imminent danger to the rest of
the NFC. They are back within striking
distance of the Super Bowl.

David Haugh is a special contributor to
the Chicago Tribune and co-host of the
“Mully and Haugh Show” weekdays from
5-9 a.m. on WSCR-AM-670.

Bears cornerback Kyle Fuller (23) and teammates celebrate his interception Sunday
night against the Rams. The season revolves around playing defense and having fun.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Bears are fully capable
of making Super Bowl
Haugh, from Page 1

BEARS
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SCOREBOARD

FCS PLAYOFFS

Friday’s semifinal
North Dakota State (13-0) vs.

South Dakota State (10-2), 7 
Saturday’s semifinal
Maine (10-3) vs. 

Eastern Washington (11-2), 1
Championship, Jan. 5
At Toyota Stadium; Frisco, Texas 
Semifinal winners, 11 a.m.

DIV. II CHAMPIONSHIP

Saturday in McKinney, Texas
Valdosta State (13-0) 

vs. Ferris State (15-0), 3

DIV. III CHAMPIONSHIP

Friday in Shenandoah, Texas
Mount Union (14-0) vs. 

Mary Hardin-Baylor (14-0), 6

NBA
pregame.com TUESDAY
at Houston 61⁄2 Portland
at San Antonio 121⁄2 Phoenix
at LA Clippers off Toronto

COLLEGE BASKETBALL TUESDAY
Villanova 7 at Pennsylvania
at UCF 11 Ga. Southern
Colorado 51⁄2 at New Mexico

NHL TUESDAY
at Winnipeg -230 Blackhawks +210
Toronto -132 at Carolina +122
at Columbus -210 Vancouver +190
at Buffalo off Los Angeles off
at Boston -172 Arizona +160
at Washington-250 Detroit +220
at St. Louis -111 Florida +101
at Nashville off Ottawa off
at Minnesota -167 Montreal +157
at Colorado -145 Edmonton +135

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
CELEBRATION BOWL SATURDAY
NC A&T 71⁄2 Alcorn State
NEX MEXICO
Utah St 9 North Texas
CURE
Tulane 31⁄2 LA-Laf.
LAS VEGAS
Fresno St 4 Arizona St
CAMELLIA
Ga. Southern 1 E. Michigan
NEW ORLEANS
Appalach. St 7 Mid. Tenn.
BOCA RATON DEC. 18
UAB 21⁄2 N Illinois
FRISCO DEC. 19
Ohio 3 San Diego St
GASPARILLA DEC. 20
Marshall 21⁄2 South Florida
BAHAMAS DEC. 21
Toledo 51⁄2 FIU
FAMOUS IDAHO POTATO
BYU 12 W. Michigan
BIRMINGHAM DEC. 22
Memphis 5 Wake Forest
ARMED FORCES
Army 3 Houston
DOLLAR GENERAL
Buffalo 21⁄2 Troy
HAWAI’I
at Hawaii 1 Louisiana Tech
FIRST RESPONDER DEC. 26
Boise St 3 Boston Coll.
QUICK LANE
Georgia Tech 31⁄2 Minnesota
CHEEZ-IT
TCU Pk California
INDEPENDENCE DEC. 27
Temple 31⁄2 Duke
PINSTRIPE
Miami 4 Wisconsin
TEXAS
Vanderbilt 31⁄2 Baylor
MUSIC CITY DEC. 28
Auburn 31⁄2 Purdue
CAMPING WORLD
W. Virginia 11⁄2 Syracuse

ALAMO
Wash. St 31⁄2 Iowa St
ARIZONA DEC. 29
Arkansas St 11⁄2 Nevada
PEACH
Michigan 71⁄2 Florida
BELK
S. Carolina 4 Virginia
ORANGE CFP SEMIFINAL
Alabama 14 at Miami
COTTON CFP SEMIFINAL
Clemson 11 Notre Dame
MILITARY DEC. 31
Cincinnati 5 Virginia Tech
SUN
Stanford 61⁄2 Pittsburgh
REDBOX
Oregon 3 Michigan St
LIBERTY
Missouri 71⁄2 Oklahoma St
HOLIDAY
Utah 7 Northwestern
GATOR
Texas A&M 41⁄2 NC State
OUTBACK JAN. 1
Miss. St 61⁄2 Iowa
CITRUS
Penn State 61⁄2 Kentucky
FIESTA
LSU 71⁄2 UCF
ROSE
Ohio State 61⁄2 Washington
SUGAR
Georgia 111⁄2 Texas

NFL
WEEK 15 THURSDAY
at Kansas City 31⁄2 LA Chargers

SATURDAY
Houston 6 at NY Jets
at Denver 3 Cleveland

SUNDAY
at Bears 6 Green Bay
at Minnesota 8 Miami
at Cincinnati 3 Oakland 
at Baltimore 8 Tampa Bay
at Indianapolis 3 Dallas
at Buffalo 21⁄2 Detroit
at NY Giants 21⁄2 Tennessee
at Jacksonville 7 Washington
at Atlanta 81⁄2 Arizona
Seattle 51⁄2 at San Fran.
at Pittsburgh Off New England
at LA Rams 91⁄2 Philadelphia

MONDAY
New Orleans 61⁄2 at Carolina

LATEST LINE

2018-19 DIV. I BOWL GLANCE
DATE BOWL SITE TEAMS TM

Sat Celebration Atlanta NC A&T (9-2) vs. Alcorn St (9-3) 11* 
Sat Cure Orlando Tulane (6-6) vs. La-Lafay. (7-6) 12:30 
Sat New Mexico Albuquerque N. Texas (9-3) vs. Utah St (10-2) 1 
Sat Las Vegas Vegas Fresno St (11-2) vs. Ariz. St (7-5) 2:30 
Sat Camellia Montgomery, Ala. Ga So. (9-3) vs. E. Michigan (7-5) 4:30 
Sat New Orleans New Orleans MTSU (8-5) vs. Appalachian St (10-2) 8 
D18 Boca Raton Boca Raton, Fla. UAB (10-3) vs. North Illinois (8-5) 6 
D19 Frisco Frisco, Tex. San Diego St (7-5) vs. Ohio (8-4) 7 
D20 Gasparilla St. Petersburg, Fla. Marshall (8-4) vs. USF (7-5) 7 
D21 Bahamas Nassau Toledo (7-5) vs. FIU (8-4) 11:30*
D21 Idaho Potato Boise W Michigan (7-5) vs. BYU (6-6) 3 
D22 Birmingham Birmingham, Ala. Memphis (8-5) vs. Wake Forest (6-6) 11* 
D22 Armed Forces Fort Worth, Tex Houston (8-4) vs. Army (10-2) 2:30 
D22 Dollar General Mobile, Ala. Buffalo (10-3) vs. Troy (9-3) 6 
D22 Hawaii Honolulu La Tech (7-5) vs. Hawaii (8-5) 9:30
D26 SERVPRO Dallas Boston Coll. (7-5) vs. Boise St (10-3) 12:30 
D26 Quick Lane Detroit Minnesota (6-6) vs. Ga. Tech (7-5) 4:15 
D26 Cheez-It Phoenix California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 8 
D27 Independence Shreveport, La. Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 12:30 
D27 Pinstripe Bronx, N.Y. Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 4:15 
D27 Texas Houston Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 8 
D28 Music City Nashville Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 12:30 
D28 Camping WorldOrlando W. Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 4:15 
D28 Alamo San Antonio Iowa St (8-4) vs. Wash. St (10-2) 8 
D29 Peach Atlanta Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 11* 
D29 Belk Charlotte, N.C. S. Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 11* 
D29 Arizona Tucson, Ariz. Ark. St (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 12:15 
D29 Cotton Arlington, Tex. Notre Dame (12-0) vs. Clemson (13-0) 3 
D29 Orange Miami Gar., Fla. Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Alabama (13-0) 7 
D31 Military Annapolis, Md. Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Va. Tech (6-6) 11* 
D31 Sun El Paso, Tex Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 1 
D31 Redbox Santa Clara, Calif. Michigan St (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 2 
D31 Liberty Memphis, Tenn. Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma St (6-6) 2:45 
D31 Holiday San Diego Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 6 
D31 Gator Jacksonville, Fla. NC St (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 6:30 
J1 Outback Tampa, Fla. Mississippi St (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 11* 
J1 Citrus Orlando Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn St (9-3) noon 
J1 Fiesta Glendale, Ariz. LSU (9-3) vs. UCF (12-0) noon 
J1 Rose Pasadena, Calif. Wash. (10-3) vs. Ohio St (12-1) 4 
J1 Sugar New Orleans Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 7:45 
J7 CFP Final Santa Clara, Calif. Cotton vs. Orange winners 7 

OTHER BOWLS

J19 Shrine St. Petersburg, Fla. East vs. West 2 
J19 Collegiate Pasadena, Calif. American vs. National 3 
J26 Senior Mobile, Ala. North vs. South 1:30 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

NBA 

7 p.m. Trail Blazers at Rockets NBA TV 

9:30 p.m. Raptors at Clippers NBA TV 

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

6 p.m. Loyola (Md.) at Maryland BTN 

6 p.m. Villanova at Penn ESPN2 

8 p.m. North Florida at Minnesota BTN 

8 p.m. Colorado at New Mexico ESPN2 

NHL 

6:30 p.m. Red Wings at Capitals NBCSN 

7 p.m. Blackhawks at Jets NBCSCH, WGN-AM 720 

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE SOCCER 

11:55 a.m. Galatasaray vs. Porto TNT 

2 p.m. Barcelona vs. Tottenham Hotspur TNT

TUESDAY ON TV/RADIO 

AP ALL AMERICA TEAMS
FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 

QB: Kyler Murray, jr., Oklahoma 
RB: Jonathan Taylor, soph., Wisconsin
RB: Darrell Henderson, jr., Memphis 
OT: Jonah Williams, jr., Alabama
OT: Mitch Hyatt, sr., Clemson 
OG: Beau Benzschawel, sr., Wisconsin
OG: Bunchy Stallings, sr., Kentucky 
C: Garrett Bradbury, sr., N.C. State 

TE: Jace Sternberger, jr., Texas A&M 
WR: Jerry Jeudy, soph., Alabama
WR: Marquise Brown, jr., Oklahoma 
AP: Rondale Moore, fr., Purdue 
PK: Andre Szmyt, fr., Syracuse 

FIRST TEAM DEFENSE

DE: Clelin Ferrell, jr., Clemson
DE: Sutton Smith, jr., Northern Illinois 
DT: Quinnen Williams, jr., Alabama
DT: Christian Wilkins, sr., Clemson 
LB: Josh Allen, sr., Kentucky
LB: Devin White, jr., LSU
LB: Ben Burr-Kirven, sr., Washington 
CB: Deandre Baker, sr., Georgia
CB: Julian Love, jr., Notre Dame 
S: Grant Delpit, soph., LSU
S: Deionte Thompson, jr., Alabama 
P: Braden Mann, jr., Texas A&M 

FIRST-TEAM BREAKDOWN 
By School (1st-team selections-overall)
Alabama : 4-6. Clemson: 3-4. 
Kentucky: 2-3. LSU: 2-3. 
Oklahoma: 2-4. 
Texas A&M: 2-3. 
Wisconsin: 2-3. 
Georgia: 1-2. 
Memphis: 1-1. 
Northern Illinois: 1-1. 
N.C. State: 1-2. 
Notre Dame: 1-3. 
Purdue: 1-1. 
Syracuse: 1-2
Washington: 1-3. 

By Conference
Southeastern: 11. 
Atlantic Coast: 5. 
Big Ten: 3. 
Big 12: 2. 
American Athletic: 1. 
Pacific-12: 1. 
Mid-American: 1. 
Independent: 1.

By Class/eligibility 
Freshmen: 2 Sophomores: 3. 
Juniors: 12 Seniors: 8

BASEBALL: The Royals and OF Billy Hamilton
agreed to a one-year, $5.25 million contract that
includes up to $1 million in incentives, The AP
reported. Hamilton, 28, hit .236 with four HRs
and 29 RBIs last season with the Reds. He also
had 34 stolen bases after recording at least 50 in
each of the previous four seasons. ... The Tigers
and RHP Tyson Ross agreed to a one-year, $5.75
million deal, The Athletic reported. Ross, 31,
went 8-9 with a 4.15 ERA last season for the
Padres and Cardinals. ... The Mariners claimed
RHP and utility player Kaleb Cowart off waivers
from the Angels and said he will come to spring
training as a two-way player. Cowart, 26, hit .134
with a HR and 10 RBIs in 124 plate appearances
last season. He hasn’t pitched at the major-league
or minor-league levels. ... ESPN made it official,
announcing that the start time for the Sunday
night game will be moved up an hour to 7 p.m.
Eastern.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: The CFP semifinalists
combined to place 10 players on the AP All-
America first team. Defending national champ
Alabama had four, Clemson three, Oklahoma two
and Notre Dame one. Alabama had six players
chosen to the three teams. Clemson, Oklahoma
and LSU each had four on the three teams. Notre
Dame, Kentucky, Iowa, Mississippi State, Texas
A&M, Washington and Wisconsin each had three
overall selections. ... Kansas State hired North
Dakota State’s Chris Klieman as its next coach.
Klieman, 51, has guided the Bison to three FCS
national titles. ESPN reported that he will coach in
their semifinal against South Dakota State on
Friday. It’s not known whether he will stay on if the
Bison advance to the Jan. 5 championship game.
Klieman replaces Hall of Famer Bill Snyder, who
retired earlier this month. ... Mississippi T Greg
Little will forego his senior season and enter the
NFL draft. Little was named to the All-SEC first
team last week and played in every game in his
three seasons. ... Missouri sophomore DE Tre
Williams was arrested on suspicion of felony
second-degree domestic assault and suspended by
the team. ... Former Washington TE Rod Jones
died by suicide Saturday. He was 54. Jones, a
member of the school’s Hall of Fame, recently was
diagnosed with early-onset dementia and had a
history of alcohol abuse. The Jones family said it
plans to have his brain donated to Boston
University for CTE study.

GOLF: Francesco Molinari was voted as the
European Tour golfer of the year. Molinari, 36,
became the first Italian to win the British Open
and finished the season as the Race to Dubai
champion for the first time. He also became the
first European to win all five points from his five
matches against the U.S. at the Ryder Cup.

— Edited from news services

IN BRIEF

NBA

BASEBALL

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Baltimore: Claimed INF Rio Ruiz off
waivers from Atlanta.
Detroit: Agreed to terms with RHP Tyson
Ross on a one-year contract.
Seattle: Claimed INF/RHP Kaleb Cowart
off waivers from the L.A. Angels.
Texas: Claimed INF Carlos Asuaje off
waivers from San Diego.
NATIONAL LEAGUE
St. Louis: Claimed RHP Ryan Meisinger
off waivers from Baltimore.
San Francisco: Claimed OF Mike Gerber
off waivers from Detroit.

BASKETBALL

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
Denver: Waived G Brandon Goodwin.
Signed G Nick Young.

FOOTBALL

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Indianapolis: Released DE Anthony
Wimbush from the practice squad.
Signed DT DeShawn Williams to the
practice squad.
Oakland: Fired general manager Reggie
McKenzie.

GOLF

PGA of America: Promoted Jimmy Terry
to senior director of PGA Golf Proper-
ties.

HOCKEY

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
Anaheim: Recalled D Andrej Sustr and G
Jared Coreau from San Diego (AHL). Re-
assigned D Josh Mahura and Andy
Welinski to San Diego.
Arizona: Signed F Nathan Schnarr to an
entry-level contract.
Calgary: Assigned D Rinat Valiev and F
Anthony Peluso to Stockton (AHL). Re-
called F Ryan Lomberg from Stockton.
Detroit: Assigned D Brian Lashoff to
Grand Rapids (AHL).
Los Angeles: Recalled D Sean Walker
from the Ontario (AHL). Loaned F Gabri-
el Vilardi to Team Canada.
St. Louis: Waived G Chad Johnson. As-
signed F Sammy Blais to San Antonio
(AHL). Recalled G Jordan Binnington
from San Antonio.

OLYMPICS

U.S. Olympic Committee: Fired chief of
sport performance Alan Ashley.

SOCCER

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
Portland: Signed D Zarek Valentin and
Ms Marvin Lor

COLLEGE

Auburn: Named Kenny Dillingham offen-
sive coordinator/QB coach.
Campbell: Named Weston Glaser defen-
sive coordinator.
Mississippi: Named Mike MacIntyre de-
fensive coordinator.
Missouri: Suspended DE Tre Williams
from the football team.
Northern Arizona: Named Chris Ball
football coach.S

TRANSACTIONS

Bobby Wagner blocked Dan Bailey’s field goal
attempt midway through the fourth quarter,
sparking the Seahawks to two late touchdowns
and a 21-7 win over the Vikings on Monday night
in Seattle.

It was the Seahawks’ fourth straight victory.
They’re now 8-5.

Chris Carson followed the blocked kick with a
2-yard touchdown run with 2:53 left, and Justin
Coleman provided the capper with a 29-yard
fumble return for a score 18 seconds later.

What was an ugly and mostly forgettable first
three quarters turned into a Seahawks party in the
fourth as they moved to the brink of wrapping up a
wild-card spot in the NFC.

One win in the Seahawks’ final three games —
including games against lowly 49ers and Cardi-
nals — should be enough to put them into the
postseason.

The Vikings (6-6-1) twice had scoring chances
in the fourth quarter when it was still a one-score
game but was turned away each time. Their
chances of winning the NFC North took a major
hit, but the Vikings still hold the No. 6 spot in the
NFC.

Raiders fire GM: The Raiders fired general
manager Reggie McKenzie on Monday, less than
two years after he was named the NFL’s executive
of the year.

McKenzie was let go from the position he had
held for almost seven seasons a day after the
Raiders beat the Steelers 24-21 for their third win
of the season.

The Raiders announced the move in a brief
statement thanking McKenzie for his time in
Oakland and wishing him well. 

McKenzie’s status was in doubt ever since
coach Jon Gruden was given a 10-year contract in
January to take charge of the football operation for
the Raiders. McKenzie’s influence had waned
since then, with the Raiders cutting ties with
several of the players he had acquired, most
notably edge rusher Khalil Mack and receiver
Amari Cooper. 

“I’m not going to sit up here today and talk
about any disconnect,” Gruden said. “We were
connected. We were very good friends and very
connected. I’ll leave it at that.” 

McKenzie was the first major hire made by
owner Mark Davis after he took over the team
following the death of his father, Al, in 2011.
McKenzie modernized the franchise, got the team
out of salary cap purgatory, and built a roster that
won 12 games under coach Jack Del Rio in 2016,
earning him honors as the league’s top executive. 

But the Raiders slumped to a 6-10 record last
season, leading Davis to fire Del Rio.

Extra points: Ravens coach Jim Harbaugh said
QB Joe Flacco could be active for Sunday’s game
against the Buccaneers, but he hasn’t made a
decision if he’ll play. ... Bills LB Matt Milano will
miss the rest of the season after breaking his left
leg during the team’s loss to the Jets. ... Redskins
TE Jordan Reed may miss the rest of the season
after straining a big toe during the team’s loss to
the Giants. ... 49ers WR Pierre Garcon (knee) will
end his season on injured reserve after appearing
in just eight games. Garcon last played in Week 9.

NFL NOTES

Seahawks claim key
victory vs. Vikings
News services

NHL

NFC NORTH W L T PCT PF PA

BEARS 9 4 0 .692 359 247
Minnesota 6 6 1 .500 282 291
Green Bay 5 7 1 .423 315 307
Detroit 5 8 0 .385 271 319

NFC EAST W L T PCT PF PA

Dallas 8 5 0 .615 276 246
Philadelphia 6 7 0 .462 281 295
Washington 6 7 0 .462 249 297
N.Y. Giants 5 8 0 .385 307 331

NFC SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA

y-New Orleans 11 2 0 .846 447 283
Carolina 6 7 0 .462 324 332
Tampa Bay 5 8 0 .385 332 383
Atlanta 4 9 0 .308 316 367

NFC WEST W L T PCT PF PA

y-L.A. Rams 11 2 0 .846 425 313
Seattle 8 5 0 .615 340 266
Arizona 3 10 0 .231 178 327
San Francisco 3 10 0 .231 275 350

AFC NORTH W L T PCT PF PA

Pittsburgh 7 5 1 .577 367 306
Baltimore 7 6 0 .538 321 241
Cleveland 5 7 1 .423 292 332
Cincinnati 5 8 0 .385 307 397

AFC EAST W L T PCT PF PA

New England 9 4 0 .692 364 293
Miami 7 6 0 .538 278 333
Buffalo 4 9 0 .308 201 320
N.Y. Jets 4 9 0 .308 270 330

AFC SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA

Houston 9 4 0 .692 323 259
Indianapolis 7 6 0 .538 349 300
Tennessee 7 6 0 .538 251 254
Jacksonville 4 9 0 .308 212 273

AFC WEST W L T PCT PF PA

x-Kansas City 11 2 0 .846 471 351
L.A. Chargers 10 3 0 .769 366 270
Denver 6 7 0 .462 290 282
Oakland 3 10 0 .231 244 388

x-clinched playoff spot; y-division
MONDAY’S RESULT 
Seattle 21, Minnesota 7
THURSDAY’S SCHEDULE
L.A. Chargers at Kansas City, 7:20 
SATURDAY”S SCHEDULE
Houston at N.Y. Jets, 3:30 
Cleveland at Denver, 7:20 
SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Green Bay at Bears, noon
Tennessee at N.Y. Giants, noon
Detroit at Buffalo, noon
Tampa Bay at Baltimore, noon
Arizona at Atlanta, noon
Oakland at Cincinnati, noon
Dallas at Indianapolis, noon
Miami at Minnesota, noon
Washington at Jacksonville, noon
Seattle at San Francisco, 3:05 
New England at Pittsburgh, 3:25 
Philadelphia at L.A. Rams, 7:20 
MONDAY, DEC. 17 
New Orleans at Carolina, 7:15 

NFL

TEAM TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON 

CALENDAR

GB
Noon

FOX-32,
AM-780

@ORL
8:30

NBCSCH,
AM-670

@SA
7:30

WGN-9,
AM-670

@OKC
7

WGN-9,
AM-670

@WPG
7

NBCSCH,
AM-720

PIT
7

NBCSN,
AM-720

WPG
7:30

NBCSCH,
AM-720

SJ
6

WGN-9,
AM-720

WOMEN’S AP TOP 25
RK, TEAM W-L PTS LW

1. UConn (31) 9-0 775 1
2. Notre Dame 8-1 736 2
3. Baylor 7-0 705 4
4. Louisville 10-0 685 5
5. Mississippi State 9-0 654 6
6. Maryland 9-0 605 7
7. Oregon 7-1 576 3
8. Oregon State 7-1 555 8
9. Tennessee 8-0 545 9

10. N.C. State 10-0 486 10
11. Stanford 6-1 464 11
12. Texas 7-2 389 12
13. Minnesota 9-0 374 14
13. California 8-0 374 13
15. Syracuse 8-2 336 15
16. Iowa 8-2 299 16
17. Arizona State 7-2 226 17
18. Kentucky 9-1 196 19
19. Marquette 7-2 184 18
20. DePaul 7-3 182 20
21. Gonzaga 9-1 142 24
22. Missouri 8-2 122 23
23. Michigan St. 8-1 121 —
24. Miami 8-2 82 25
25. South Carolina 5-4 77 22
Others: Drake 39, Texas A&M 24, Florida
St. 22, Virginia Tech 21, South Florida 16,
Iowa St. 14, Indiana 12, Georgia 11, South
Dakota 10, Utah 5, West Virginia 5, USC 3,
Cent. Michigan 1, North Carolina 1, South
Dakota St. 1. 

MEN’S AP TOP 25
RK, TEAM W-L PTS LW

1. Kansas (57) 8-0 1583 2
2. Duke (4) 9-1 1454 3
3. Tennessee (1) 7-1 1421 7
4. Gonzaga (1) 9-1 1412 1
5. Michigan (1) 10-0 1398 5
6. Virginia (1) 9-0 1384 4
7. Nevada 10-0 1283 6
8. Auburn 8-1 1151 8
9. Michigan State 8-2 1066 10

10. Florida State 8-1 991 11
11. Texas Tech 8-0 914 13
12. North Carolina 7-2 890 14
13. Virginia Tech 8-1 833 15
14. Buffalo 9-0 664 17
15. Ohio State 8-1 621 19
16. Wisconsin 8-2 599 12
17. Villanova 8-2 532 21
18. Mississippi State 8-1 441 22
19. Kentucky 7-2 385 9
20. Arizona State 7-1 351 20
21. Marquette 8-2 281 —
22. Iowa 7-2 208 18
23. Furman 10-0 189 25
24. Houston 8-0 173 —
25. Syracuse 7-2 118 —
Others: Nebraska 115, Maryland 105,
Oklahoma 82, Cincinnati 73, St. John’s 57,
Purdue 40, N.C. State 26, Iowa St. 19, TCU
13, San Francisco 5, UCLA 3, Butler 2, Min-
nesota 2, Davidson 1, Florida 1, NJIT 1, Set-
on Hall 1, Texas 1. . 

USA TODAY MEN’S TOP 25
RK, TEAM W-L PTS LW

1. Kansas (26) 8-0 791 2
2. Duke (1) 9-1 711 3
3. Virginia (1) 9-0 710 4
4. Tennessee 7-1 696 7
5. Michigan (3) 10-0 694 5
6. Gonzaga (1) 9-1 693 1
7. Nevada 10-0 605 6
8. Auburn 8-1 549 9
9. Michigan State 8-2 538 10

10. Florida State 8-1 472 11
11. Texas Tech 8-0 463 13
12. North Carolina 7-2 446 12
13. Virginia Tech 8-1 427 14
14. Ohio State 8-1 350 17
15. Buffalo 9-0 306 18
16. Villanova 8-2 238 21
17. Mississippi State 8-1 234 22
18. Kentucky 7-2 226 8
19. Wisconsin 8-2 206 16
20. Arizona State 7-1 149 20
21. Iowa 7-2 112 19
22. Houston 8-0 102 —
23. Maryland 8-2 87 23
24. Kansas State 6-2 82 15
25. Nebraska 8-2 79 25
Others: Marquette 66, Cincinnati 51. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Toronto 21 7 .750 — 7-3 L-2 11-4 10-3 13-5
Philadelphia 19 9 .679 2 8-2 W-2 14-1 5-8 14-8
Boston 16 10 .615 4 7-3 W-6 8-3 8-7 11-5
Brooklyn 10 18 .357 11 2-8 W-2 4-10 6-8 8-7
New York 8 20 .286 13 4-6 L-4 4-9 4-11 5-16

SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Charlotte 13 13 .500 — 5-5 W-2 9-5 4-8 12-8
Orlando 12 15 .444 11⁄2 3-7 L-3 6-8 6-7 8-7
Miami* 11 14 .440 11⁄2 5-5 W-2 5-9 6-5 5-12
Washington 11 16 .407 21⁄2 5-5 L-2 7-5 4-11 7-8
Atlanta 6 20 .231 7 3-7 W-1 4-9 2-11 4-12

CENTRAL W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Milwaukee 18 8 .692 — 6-4 W-2 13-3 5-5 11-3
Indiana 17 10 .630 11⁄2 6-4 W-4 9-4 8-6 11-3
Detroit 13 12 .520 41⁄2 5-5 L-5 9-6 4-6 10-9
Cleveland 6 21 .222 121⁄2 3-7 L-1 4-10 2-11 5-13
Chicago 6 22 .214 13 1-9 L-2 4-11 2-11 4-12

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Memphis 15 11 .577 — 4-6 L-2 8-4 7-7 10-7
Dallas 14 11 .560 1⁄2 7-3 W-2 12-2 2-9 8-8
New Orleans 14 15 .483 21⁄2 4-6 L-1 10-4 4-11 7-9
San Antonio 13 14 .481 21⁄2 5-5 W-2 9-4 4-10 11-10
Houston 11 14 .440 31⁄2 3-7 L-3 5-5 6-9 5-11

NORTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Oklahoma City 17 8 .680 — 7-3 W-1 10-3 7-5 8-6
Denver 18 9 .667 — 8-2 W-1 10-3 8-6 11-4
Portland 15 11 .577 21⁄2 4-6 W-2 10-4 5-7 8-8
Minnesota* 13 13 .500 41⁄2 6-4 L-1 11-4 2-9 6-10
Utah 13 15 .464 51⁄2 5-5 L-2 4-6 9-9 9-10

PACIFIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF

Golden State* 18 9 .667 — 6-4 W-3 11-2 7-7 8-6
L.A. Clippers 17 9 .654 1⁄2 6-4 W-1 9-2 8-7 12-6
L.A. Lakers* 16 10 .615 11⁄2 7-3 W-1 10-4 6-6 12-7
Sacramento 14 12 .538 31⁄2 6-4 W-1 6-5 8-7 7-9
Phoenix 4 23 .148 14 1-9 L-9 3-11 1-12 3-14

*-late game not included

MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Sacramento 108, Bulls 89 
Philadelphia 116, Detroit 102 
Indiana 109, Washington 101
Boston 113, New Orleans 100 
Milwaukee 108, Cleveland 92
Oklahoma City 122, Utah 113 
Dallas 101, Orlando 76
L.A. Clippers 123, Phoenix 119 (OT)
Denver 105, Memphis 99 
Miami at L.A. Lakers, late
Minnesota at Golden St, late

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Portland at Houston, 7 
Phoenix at San Antonio, 7:30 
Toronto at L.A. Clippers, 9:30 

SUNDAY’S RESULTS 
New Orleans 116, Detroit 108
Milwaukee 104, Toronto 99
San Antonio 110, Utah 97
Charlotte 119, New York 107

KINGS 108, BULLS 89

SAC MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Bjelica 21:16 3-7 0-0 2-6 2 1 6
Shumpert 33:50 5-11 0-0 0-0 5 2 14
Cauley-Stein 27:27 5-11 1-1 4-16 3 3 11
Fox 33:44 8-16 5-6 1-4 6 2 25
Hield 33:25 5-11 0-0 0-4 4 1 14
Bogdanovic 30:11 6-13 1-2 1-6 3 1 16
Bagley III 26:30 5-9 5-6 1-2 0 2 16
Koufos 15:23 1-3 0-0 0-2 0 3 2
Mason 8:14 0-2 0-0 0-1 4 0 0
Jackson 7:52 2-5 0-0 1-1 0 0 4
Giles III 2:08 0-0 0-0 0-0 1 0 0
TOTALS 40-88 12-15 10-42 28 15 108
Pcts: FG .455, FT .800. 3-pointers: 16-37, .432
(Fox 4-6, Shumpert 4-8, Hield 4-9, Bogdanovic
3-8, Bagley III 1-1, Mason 0-1, Bjelica 0-2, Jack-
son 0-2). Team rebs: 7. Team turnovers: 16 (25
PTS). Blocks: 4 (Bjelica, Fox, Koufos, Mason).
Turnovers: 16 (Shumpert 5, Fox 4, Bjelica 3,
Hield 2, Cauley-Stein, Mason). Steals:16 (Fox 4,
Shumpert 4, Cauley-Stein 3, Bogdanovic 2,
Hield, Jackson, Koufos). Technical fouls: None.

BULLS MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Holiday 34:39 3-9 2-2 0-3 1 0 9
Markkanen 28:34 5-16 2-2 0-6 1 1 13
Carter Jr. 29:26 3-6 2-2 1-8 2 3 8
Arcidiacono26:15 1-3 0-0 2-5 3 3 2
LaVine 32:25 7-13 2-2 1-2 2 1 19
Dunn 20:04 3-5 3-3 1-3 6 4 9
Portis 18:38 3-8 2-2 2-8 1 2 9
Parker 18:37 3-6 0-0 0-3 0 2 7
Harrison 11:33 2-3 0-0 0-0 0 0 4
Lopez 9:12 3-5 0-0 0-1 0 1 6
Hutchison 6:19 1-1 0-0 0-1 0 0 3
Felicio 2:08 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
Payne 2:08 0-1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0
TOTALS 34-76 13-13 7-40 16 17 89
Pcts: FG .447, FT 1.000. 3-pointers: 8-28, .286
(LaVine 3-5). Team rebs: 4. Team turnovers: 27
(31 PTS). Turnovers: 27 (LaVine 6, Parker 5, Hol-
iday 4, Carter Jr. 3, Dunn 2, Harrison 2, Lopez 2,
Markkanen 2, Portis). Steals: 10 (Holiday 3,
LaVine 3, Harrison 2, Carter Jr., Markkanen).

Sacramento 26 19 36 27 — 108
BULLS 33 23 18 15 — 89

A:18,164. Officials: Phenizee Ransom, Ron Gar-
retson, Ed Malloy

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL W L Pct GB

Canton 7 6 .538 —
Fort Wayne 6 6 .500 1⁄2
Grand Rapids 5 9 .357 21⁄2
WINDY CITY 5 11 .313 31⁄2
Wisconsin 2 12 .143 51⁄2

MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Delaware 115, Oklahoma City 114 
Ft Wayne 108, Grand Rapids 101, OT 
Agua Caliente 114, Sioux Falls 108 
Memphis 134, Texas 125 
Erie 132, Stockton 98 
TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Westchester at Lakeland, 6
Capital City at N. Arizona, 7:30
Austin at Salt Lake City, 8
WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Windy City at Long Island, 6
Wisconsin at Greensboro, noon
Texas at Grand Rapids, 6
Oklahoma City at Raptors, 6:30

NBA G LEAGUE

EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Tampa Bay 32 24 7 1 49 130 91 14-4-0 10-3-1 9-2-0
Toronto 30 20 9 1 41 109 84 9-5-1 11-4-0 4-3-1
Buffalo 30 17 9 4 38 91 88 9-3-2 8-6-2 6-3-2
Boston 30 16 10 4 36 81 76 10-3-0 6-7-4 8-5-1
Montreal 30 15 10 5 35 96 94 8-6-2 7-4-3 4-3-4
Detroit 31 14 13 4 32 91 101 8-7-3 6-6-1 4-5-2
Ottawa 31 13 14 4 30 105 122 10-5-3 3-9-1 5-7-2
Florida 28 11 11 6 28 93 101 6-5-4 5-6-2 4-1-3

METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Washington 29 17 9 3 37 106 90 8-4-2 9-5-1 6-2-1
Columbus 29 16 11 2 34 100 99 7-6-1 9-5-1 4-4-1
N.Y. Islanders 29 14 11 4 32 83 85 7-4-3 7-7-1 10-3-1
Pittsburgh 29 13 10 6 32 98 92 7-6-2 6-4-4 4-5-1
N.Y. Rangers 30 14 13 3 31 88 98 10-4-1 4-9-2 2-4-1
Carolina 28 13 11 4 30 71 77 7-4-3 6-7-1 3-3-1
Philadelphia 28 12 13 3 27 86 101 5-7-2 7-6-1 3-3-1
New Jersey* 28 10 12 6 26 86 100 7-2-4 3-10-2 4-4-1

WESTERN CONFERENCE

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Nashville 30 19 10 1 39 95 77 11-5-0 8-5-1 6-2-0
Colorado 30 17 8 5 39 108 88 6-2-3 11-6-2 3-3-1
Winnipeg 29 18 9 2 38 101 80 10-4-2 8-5-0 5-4-0
Dallas 30 16 11 3 35 83 78 10-3-1 6-8-2 1-2-1
Minnesota 29 15 12 2 32 88 87 8-4-2 7-8-0 6-3-0
St. Louis 28 10 14 4 24 78 94 6-8-2 4-6-2 4-6-3
Chicago 31 9 17 5 23 84 115 5-6-3 4-11-2 4-3-1

PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV

Calgary 31 19 10 2 40 107 85 10-3-2 9-7-0 6-5-0
Anaheim 32 16 11 5 37 81 94 9-4-5 7-7-0 5-3-2
San Jose* 31 15 11 5 35 97 96 9-3-2 6-8-3 5-2-1
Vegas 32 17 14 1 35 96 91 10-3-1 7-11-0 7-3-1
Edmonton 30 16 12 2 34 82 87 9-4-1 7-8-1 4-3-1
Vancouver 32 13 16 3 29 95 109 6-7-1 7-9-2 3-5-1
Arizona 28 13 13 2 28 73 76 6-8-1 7-5-1 3-3-1
Los Angeles 31 11 19 1 23 68 94 7-10-1 4-9-0 4-5-1

Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss. Top three teams in each division 
and two wild cards per conference advance to playoffs. *- late game not included 

MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Pittsburgh 2,

NY Islanders 1 (SO) 
Detroit 3, Los Angeles 1
Tampa Bay 6, NY Rangers 3
N. Jersey at San Jose, late
TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE
Blackhawks at Winnipeg, 7
Toronto at Carolina, 6 
Los Angeles at Buffalo, 6 
Vancouver at Columbus, 6 

Boston 2, Ottawa 1 (OT)
Anaheim 6, 
New Jersey 5 (SO)

Edmonton 1, Calgary 0 
Vegas 4, Dallas 2

NHL CALENDAR
Jan. 1: Winter Classic,
Boston at Blackhawks;
Notre Dame Stadium,
South Bend, Ind. 

Arizona at Boston, 6 
Detroit at Wash., 6:30 
Montreal at Minnesota, 7 
Ottawa at Nashville, 7 
Florida at St. Louis, 7 
Edmonton at Colorado, 8 
SUNDAY’S RESULTS
Montreal 3, Blackhawks 2
Vancouver 6, St. Louis 1
Winnipeg 7, Philadelphia 1

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
CLUB W T L GF GA PTS

Liverpool 13 3 0 34 6 42
Man City 13 2 1 45 9 41
Tottenham 12 0 4 30 16 36
Chelsea 10 4 2 33 13 34
Arsenal 10 4 2 35 20 34
Man United 7 5 4 28 26 26
Everton 6 6 4 23 19 24
Bournemouth 7 2 7 25 26 23
Leicester 6 4 6 21 20 22
Wolverhampton 6 4 6 17 19 22
West Ham 6 3 7 23 25 21
Watford 6 3 7 20 23 21
Brighton 6 3 7 19 22 21
Cardiff 4 2 10 15 30 14
Newcastle 3 4 9 13 22 13
Crystal Palace 3 3 10 13 23 12
Burnley 3 3 10 15 32 12
Huddersfield 2 4 10 10 27 10
Southampton 1 6 9 13 30 9
Fulham 2 3 11 16 40 9

MONDAY’S RESULT
Everton 2, Watford 2
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Man City vs. Everton, 6:30 a.m.
Tottenham vs. Burnley, 9 a.m.
Watford vs. Cardiff, 9 a.m.
Huddersfield vs. Newcastle, 9 a.m.
Crystal Palace vs. Leicester, 9 a.m.
Wolverhamptn vs. Bournemouth, 9 a.m.
Fulham vs. West Ham, 11:30 a.m.
SUNDAY’S SCHEDULE
Southampton vs. Arsenal, 7:30 a.m.
Brighton vs. Chelsea, 7:30 a.m.
Liverpool vs. Man United, 10 a.m.

SOCCER SEAHAWKS 21, VIKINGS 7

Minnesota 0 0 0 7 — 7
Seattle 0 3 0 18 — 21

Second quarter A: 69,007. 
Sea: FG Janikowski 37, 14:11. 
Fourth quarter
Sea: FG Janikowski 35, 13:22. 
Sea: Carson 2 run (Lockett pass from
R.Wilson), 2:53. 
Sea: Coleman 29 fumble return
(Janikowski kick), 2:35. 
Min: Cook 6 pass from Cousins (Bailey
kick), 1:10. 

TEAM STATS MIN SEA

First downs 16 19
Total net yards 276 274
Rushes-yards 21-77 42-214
Passing 199 60
Punt returns 0-0 3-17
Kickoff returns 3-64 0-0
Int. returns 1-3 0-0
Comp-att-int 20-33-0 10-20-1
Sacked-yds lost 2-9 2-12
Punts 5-42.6 5-44.0
Fumbles-lost 1-1 0-0
Penalties-yards 4-51 4-45
Possession time 28:11 31:49

Rushing: Min, Cook 13-55, Thielen 1-8,
Diggs 1-5, Cousins 3-5, Murray 3-4. Sea,
Carson 22-90, R.Wilson 7-61, Penny 8-44,
Davis 3-22, Lockett 2-(minus 3). 
Passing: Min, Cousins 20-33-0-208. Sea,
R.Wilson 10-20-1-72. 
Receiving: Min, Thielen 5-70, Cook 5-28,
Diggs 4-76, Treadwell 3-16, Rudolph 2-7,
Conklin 1-11. Sea, Lockett 5-42, Vannett
1-12, Fant 1-9, Davis 1-5, E.Dickson 1-4,
J.Brown 1-0. 
Missed field goals: None. 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL W L OL SOL PT GF GA

Iowa 14 5 4 2 34 90 66
Milwaukee 14 9 4 0 32 72 72
G. Rapids 14 8 1 2 31 81 78
WOLVES 13 9 2 1 29 96 85
Rockford 11 10 1 4 27 59 75
Texas 12 9 1 1 26 90 75
Manitoba 11 12 2 0 24 62 80
San Antonio 10 15 1 0 21 64 78

PACIFIC W L OL SOL PT GF GA

San Jose 15 3 1 2 33 77 46
Tucson 14 5 2 1 31 83 68
Colorado 12 7 3 1 28 69 73
Stockton 12 12 1 0 25 84 99
Bakersfield 11 10 0 0 22 70 65
Ontario 9 9 2 2 22 75 92
San Diego 8 11 1 1 18 69 80

2 pts for a win, 1 point for an OT/shootout
loss.

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Grand Rapids at Milwaukee, 7 
Colorado at Tucson, 8:05 

WEDNESDAY’S SCHEDULE 
Providence at Utica, 6 
Syracuse at Toronto, 6 
Binghamton at Rochester, 6:05 
WB/Scranton at Springfield, 6:05 
Belleville at Laval, 6:30 
Iowa at Texas, 7 
Colorado at Tucson, 8:05 

AHL

HOW WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED MONDAY

1. UConn (9-0) did not play. Next: at Oklahoma, Wednesday, Dec. 19.
2. Notre Dame (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. Binghamton, Sunday.
3. Baylor (7-0) did not play. Next: vs. Morehead State, Wednesday.
4. Louisville (10-0) did not play. Next: vs. Northern Kentucky, Saturday.
5. Mississippi State (9-0) did not play. Next: at Southern Mississippi, Friday.
6. Maryland (10-0) beat Loyola (Md.) 83-48. Next: at Delaware, Thursday, Dec. 20.
7. Oregon (7-1) did not play. Next: at South Dakota State, Wednesday.
8. Oregon State (7-1) did not play. Next: vs. Eastern Washington, Friday.
9. Tennessee (8-0) did not play. Next: vs. No. 11 Stanford, Tuesday, Dec. 18.
10. N.C. State (10-0) did not play. Next: vs. Maine, Saturday.
11. Stanford (6-1) did not play. Next: vs. No. 3 Baylor, Saturday.
12. Texas (7-2) did not play. Next: vs. Stetson, Sunday.
13. California (8-0) did not play. Next: vs. UC Santa Barbara, Sunday.
14. Minnesota (9-0) did not play. Next: vs. Coppin State, Wednesday.
15. Syracuse (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. Niagara, Monday, Dec. 17.
16. Iowa (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. Northern Iowa, Sunday.
17. Arizona State (7-2) did not play. Next: vs. Kansas State, Sunday.
18. Kentucky (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. Middle Tennessee, Saturday.
19. Marquette (7-2) did not play. Next: vs. Green Bay, Saturday.
20. DePaul (7-3) did not play. Next: vs. Tennessee State, Monday.
21. Gonzaga (9-1) did not play. Next: at Missouri State, Sunday.
22. Michigan State (8-1) did not play. Next: at Hartford, Sunday.
23. Missouri (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. South Dakota, Saturday.
24. Miami (8-2) did not play. Next: vs. Maryland-Eastern Shore, Sunday.
25. South Carolina (5-4) did not play. Next: at Purdue, Sunday. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

MONDAY’S RESULTS

MEN’S SCORES
EAST
Dartmouth 82, Sacred Heart 73 
Hofstra 80, Manhattan 50 
Maine 98, Maine at Machias 43 
SOUTH 
Marshall 76, Morehead St. 64 

WOMEN’S SCORES
EAST 
St. Francis Brooklyn 74, St. Peter’s 70 
Towson 73, Saint Joseph’s 52 
SOUTH 
Maryland 83, Loyola (Md.) 48 
S. U. 77, Louisiana College 53 
SOUTHWEST 
Ark.-Pine Bluff 68, Tougaloo 60 
FAR WEST 
San Diego 76, Cal St. San Bernardino 58 

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE

MEN
MIDWEST 
UW-Stout at Green Bay, 7
Savannah St. at S. Dakota St., 7
N. Florida at Minnesota, 8

P SECOND TEAM OFFENSE THIRD TEAM OFFENSE

QB: Tua Tagovailoa, soph., Alabama Dwayne Haskins, soph., Ohio State 
RB: Travis Etienne, soph., Clemson Benny Snell, jr., Kentucky 
RB: Trayveon Williams, jr., Texas A&M Eno Benjamin, soph., Arizona State
OT: Dalton Risner, sr., Kansas State Andre Dillard, sr., Washington State 
OT: Andrew Thomas, soph., Georgia Cody Ford, jr., Oklahoma 
OG: Dru Samia, sr., Oklahoma Terrone Prescod, sr., N.C. State 
OG: Michael Dieter, sr., Wisconsin Chris Lindstrom, sr., Boston College 
C: Ross Pierschbacher, sr., Alabama Michael Jordan, jr., Ohio State 
TE: T.J, Hockenson, soph., Iowa Noah Fant, jr., Iowa 
WR: Tylan Wallace, soph., Oklahoma State A.J. Brown, jr., Mississippi 
WR: Andy Isabella, sr., Massachusetts David Sills V, sr., West Virginia 
AP: Greg Dortch, soph., Wake Forest J.J. Taylor, soph., Arizona 
PK: Cole Tracy, sr., LSU Matt Gay, sr., Utah 

P SECOND TEAM DEFENSE THIRD TEAM DEFENSE

DE: Montez Sweat, sr., Mississippi State Chase Winovich, sr., Michigan 
DE: Jachai Polite, jr., Florida Jaylon Ferguson, sr., Louisiana Tech 
DT: Jerry Tillery, sr., Notre Dame Jeffery Simmons, jr., Mississippi State 
DT: Gerald Willis III, sr., Miami Ed Oliver, jr., Houston 
LB: Devin Bush, jr., Michigan Paddy Fisher, soph., Northwestern
LB: David Long Jr., jr., West Virginia David Woodward, soph., Utah State
LB: Joe Dineen, sr., Kansas Te’Von Coney, sr. Notre Dame
CB: Greedy Williams, soph., LSU Hamp Cheevers, jr., Boston College
CB: Byron Murphy, soph., Washington Lavert Hill, jr., Michigan
S: Taylor Rapp, jr., Washington Andre Cisco, fresman, Syracuse 
S: Amani Hooker, jr., Iowa Jonathan Abram, sr., Mississippi St.
P: Mitch Wishnowsky, sr., Utah Jason Smith, solphomore, Cincinnati
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Of all the astounding stat lines in Sunday
night’s box score from Soldier Field, one
proved most eye-catching.

Rams defensive tackle Aaron Donald:
two tackles, one quarterback hit. That’s it
and that’s all.

The NFL sack leader couldn’t add to his
impressive total of 16½. The three-time
All-Pro never took down a Bears player in
the backfield. Donald’s only tackles? He
torched right guard Bryan Witzmann to
stop Jordan Howard for a 1-yard gain on
third-and-2 late in the first half. And
midway through the third quarter, he came
in late to assist Ndamukong Suh on a stop
of Howard after a 3-yard gain.

In yet another marvelous display of
preparation and strategy, the Bears upset
the Rams 15-6 in big part because they took
two MVP candidates and turned them into
Average Joes.

Todd Gurley, who began the day as the
league’s leading rusher, had only 28 yards
on 11 carries. And Donald, thanks to the
game plan of Bears coach Matt Nagy and
the hard work of his offensive line, never

made a big splash.
After the win, Nagy noted that Donald’s

presence challenged him as a play caller.
“What I saw all season is there’s usually

one play in the game that he makes that
flips the field and just flips the way the
game is going,” Nagy said.

That play never came Sunday.
Nagy praised rookie guard James Dan-

iels for his contributions in helping to
control Donald and Suh. Daniels, 21, who
entered with six career starts, held up well.

“His technique was really good,” Nagy
said Monday. “He never lunged too much,
he stayed balanced. One of James’ biggest
strengths is if he happens to lose a little
leverage, he can recover. But for the most
part he was very consistent. And, man, for
being such a young kid, (he was) very calm
and composed.”

Official apology: Nagy knew his emo-
tions got the better of him late in the
second quarter, so he offered a mea culpa
to the officials who received the brunt.

On fourth-and-1 at the Bears 46-yard line
with the game tied at 6, Nagy first sent out his
punt coverage team but then ordered a full
substitution, with his offense running back
onto the field to try to get the 1 yard.

The problem was right tackle Bobby
Massie was well behind the rest of the
offense, and he clipped line judge Carl
Johnson as he hurried onto the field.
Johnson fell, and that prompted an official
timeout so Johnson could recover to watch
the play.

Nagy was irate, hurrying onto the field
to argue with officials. When he regained
his composure at halftime, he apologized
for his reaction.

“It would have been nice (for Massie) to
avoid him so that didn’t happen,” Nagy said
Monday. “At that point in time, that’s such a
crucial part of the game, my emotions
(took over). … I talked to those guys. I
apologized to them. I told them that they
did the right thing and we need to coach
that play better so that our guys don’t do
that.”

The idea was the unexpected change
would cause enough confusion that the
Bears still would have an advantage.
Instead the Bears punted. They got the ball
back before halftime, but Mitch Trubisky
threw an interception and the teams went
into halftime tied.

“The whole schematic part of the play
was fine,” Nagy said. “What wasn’t fine was
that we bowled over the referee.”

Fangio breaks it down: Nagy couldn’t
pick just one defensive player. Four players
intercepted Rams quarterback Jared Goff.
Three players sacked Goff, including Eddie
Goldman, who did it in the end zone for a
safety. The defense stymied Gurley.

So when Nagy couldn’t decide whom to
single out, he turned to the man whose
scheme made it all happen: defensive
coordinator Vic Fangio.

Nagy dedicated the game ball to the
Bears fans who gave the defense a roaring
soundtrack most of the night. And then
Fangio gave the Bears players the final
word in the locker room.

“Vic symbolizes our defensive coaching
staff and our players and that whole unit,”
Nagy said. “And they played on another
level last night. … We felt like that was the
right thing to do. It just kind of happened.
He went ahead and came in and the guys
liked it, and he broke us down.”

Injury update: Nickel cornerback Bryce
Callahan suffered a left foot injury in the
second quarter and is undergoing tests to
check the severity. Nagy said he should
know more within the next couple of days.

dwiederer@chicagotribune.com Twitter @danwiederer

BEARS NOTES

Putting clamps on Donald essential to Bears’ upset
By Dan Wiederer 
and Colleen Kane
Chicago Tribune

temperatures that hindered him, and he
added his shoulder felt fine. But he said he
was “trying to do too much” on some plays.

That might have accounted for some of
the inaccuracies that popped up. He threw
interceptions in the first, second and third
quarters, to Marcus Peters, Nickell Robey-
Coleman and John Johnson III. He over-
threw wide receiver Josh Bellamy and tight
end Trey Burton on the first and third picks.

“I was pretty amped and anxious coming
out for this game because I was out for two
weeks,” Trubisky said.

“That had nothing to do with the way I
played. I just need to settle down, be better
with my footwork and try not to do too
much. There were times I was just trying to
do too much to make a play. I don’t know if
that was something I was doing mentally
from sitting out two weeks, just come out
and put on a show and make big plays. I just
need to go out there and do my job.”

The Bears showed they can win — and
not just win but beat one of the best teams in
the NFL — when Trubisky is not at his best.

Afterward, Trubisky was able to separate
his mistakes from a huge victory for his
team. He said he still danced in the “Club
Dub” postgame locker room party. He still
shared postgame hugs with his teammates.

“I’m pretty disappointed in myself with
the way I played, especially being out two
weeks,” Trubisky said. “It’s hard to be down
when you get such a big win like that. You
just have to put your own selfish thoughts,
how you played aside, because that is
selfish. …

“I’ll get everything corrected. I’m going
to go back to work this week, work really
hard to get it corrected and play a lot better.
I’m just very proud of the way this team had
my back.”

Nagy said Monday he didn’t think the
outing was a step back in Trubisky’s
big-picture development but said there’s
plenty to work on, including how Trubisky
reacts when he is presented with a
defensive look they weren’t expecting.

He noted Trubisky came through on the
Bears’ lone touchdown drive in the third
quarter. On the nine-play, 81-yard drive,
Trubisky completed 4 of 5 passes for 36
yards.

“They wanted to play a certain way, so we
wanted to make sure we adjusted the right
way,” Nagy said. “Getting into some of those
RPOs was what we felt in that situation was
the best thing for us and they were
working.”

Trubisky’s lone touchdown pass came
when the Bears put in four defensive
linemen and no receivers or backs. He faked
a handoff to defensive lineman Akiem
Hicks, who scored an offensive touchdown
last week. Trubisky then found offensive
lineman Bradley Sowell in the end zone for
a 2-yard touchdown pass.

The play was called “Santa’s Sleigh.”
“Santa’s Sleigh came a little early,”

Trubisky said.
The Bears defense slipped a gift to

Trubisky into the sleigh too.

ckane@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @ChiTribKane

Trubisky says
he just needs
to settle down 
Bears, from Page 1

Bears quarterback Mitch Trubisky looks to
pass as Rams linebacker Mark Barron
brings pressure. Trubisky had his first
three-interception game of the season. 

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

One of the Bears’ main goals
Sunday night was to keep Rams
All-Pro defensive tackle Aaron
Donald from doing to them
what Khalil Mack has done to
other teams.

The Bears have seen how
Mack can wreck an opponent’s
game plan, and they were deter-
mined not to let Donald do the
same to them.

They knew rookie left guard James
Daniels would have to lead the way based
on where Donald lines up. The Rams star
plays all over the defensive line, but the
Bears were confident Daniels could hold
his own against Donald, especially with
some help.

The results in the Bears’ 15-6 victory
affirmed that. The game plan hatched by
offensive line coach Harry Hiestand and
coach Matt Nagy was a winner, and Dan-
iels, a second-round pick from Iowa, looks
like a future stalwart on the offensive line.

The Bears solo blocked Donald on 33 of
his 71 snaps. Many of those were very
quick throws or runs away from him. Of
those 33 solo blocks, 18 were by Daniels
and 15 by right guard Bryan Witzmann,
who performed much better than he did
the previous week against the Giants.

Daniels blocked Donald with help from
center Cody Whitehair on 10 snaps. Left
tackle Charles Leno helped eight times,
running back Jordan Howard twice and
fullback Michael Burton once.

What the Bears were trying to avoid
was clear on a handful of plays, like the

third-and-2 Howard run from
from the Bears’ 45-yard line late
in the second quarter — the play
before the fourth-down fire drill
that wasn’t after right tackle
Bobby Massie knocked over line
judge Carl Johnson. With a
swim move, Donald split Witz-
mann and Massie and stuffed
Howard for a 1-yard gain.

The Bears were first-and-10 from their
own 12-yard line in the third quarter
when Donald knifed inside Daniels and
stopped running back Taquan Mizzell for
1 yard. On a wide-receiver screen on the
next snap, Donald raced past Witzmann
and hit quarterback Mitch Trubisky just
after the ball was released.

That was about it for Donald highlights,
though, as the Bears got four hands on
him much of the time.

Daniels has been technically sound
since he was inserted into the lineup and
advanced for just turning 21. He has dis-
played good play strength, but his intelli-
gence showed here. He proved he could
use his help, which isn’t always as easy it
sounds, especially against a star like Don-
ald.

For instance, on plays in which Daniels
had help to his inside from Whitehair, if
Daniels fell for a hard inside move, it
would expose the outside and let a player
with Donald’s explosiveness easily wreck
his way into the backfield with no oppor-
tunity for the center to help. Daniels knew
where his help was and played to it, and
when he didn’t have aid, he held his own.

“The O-line did a great job keeping him
in check,” Trubisky said. “That's what we
wanted to do. He didn’t have any game-
destructive plays that he usually causes.”

After his rough game in the overtime
loss in New Jersey, Witzmann looked
more comfortable, and that was a positive
sign. He’s getting more comfortable with
the small-scheme things the Bears are
doing, and playing at home probably
makes more of a difference for offensive
linemen than any other position. They’re
not forced to go on a silent count, which
can give the defensive linemen a step.

Taking the air out: With passing more
prolific than ever and the Rams boasting
one of the best throwing games in the
NFL, neither quarterback had success
downfield. 

Rams QB Jared Goff was uncomfort-
able in the pocket all night and never
found a rhythm with his feet. He was
rushed and often jumpy, and the stats
reflected that. He completed 2 of 14 passes
on balls that traveled 10 or more yards in
the air beyond the line of scrimmage,
gaining only 26 yards while throwing
three interceptions.

Trubisky didn’t fare a lot better down-
field; his successful throws were quick
reads for short and intermediate passes.
He completed 1 of 8 passes 10 or more
yards downfield for 17 yards with two
interceptions.

bmbiggs@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @BradBiggs

The Rams’ Aaron Donald (99) and the Bears’ Khalil Mack are disruptive, but the Bears did not let Donald ruin their game plan.

JOSE M. OSORIO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Daniels a delight
Rookie neutralizes Donald’s ferocious rush to keep Bears’ game plan on track

Brad Biggs
Bears Rewind

BEARS
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eNEWSPAPER BONUS COVERAGE

Former Red Wings and Black-
hawks brawler Bob Probert is
passed out on a couch, wrapped in
a blanket, a man struggling with
addiction, as his children come
down the stairs.

“Good morning!” Dani Probert,
his wife, says sweetly to the
children. “Merry Christmas!”

The kids bounce around the
Christmas tree and look at the
presents. As the children ap-
proach their father, once named
the greatest enforcer in the NHL,
Dani says in the background: “I
wouldn’t get too close.”

It is painful to watch — a raw,
honest look at a man with flaws
and demons, who had bounced in
and out of rehab centers. Probert
rolls on his side and looks totally
out of it, his eyes closed, as his kids
celebrate Christmas.

The heart-breaking scene was
captured in a home movie that is
included in a new documenta-
ry,“Tough Guy: The Bob Probert
Story,” which will premier in his
hometown, Windsor, Ontario, on
Thursday (it’s sold out).

Later in the movie, Dani reads a
note that Probert wrote to his
disease, listing off things he
missed while consumed by drugs
and alcohol, and he mentions that
Christmas morning.

“Dear disease,” Probert wrote
on a yellow sheet of paper. “You
have taken away valuable time
from my wonderful wife Dani and
my four kids. You have taken away
my self-respect and dignity. You
have turned me into someone that
I am not. You have hurt me
financially. You have controlled
my thoughts and my feelings. You
took me away from things I used
to do to have fun. You took away
my twins’ birthday, you took away
from me Christmas, 2002. You
took a lot from me, but that is
about to stop, to change.”

This movie is bigger than
hockey. It is a familiar, universal
story for families who are strug-
gling with drug addiction or alco-
holism. It took courage to tell this
story. To be so honest. And
hopefully, others will draw
strength from it and find lessons in
it.

This movie is gripping, emo-
tional and remarkable for its
bare-knucklehonesty. Everything
is exposed: the fights on the ice (he
was penalized 3,300 minutes —
fourth most in NHL history when
he retired), the drugs (he was
arrested in 1989 for cocaine pos-
session while crossing the Detroit-
Windsor border), the sex, the
arrests, the motorcycle crashes
and the constant struggle for
sobriety. Probert, one of the first
NHL players diagnosed with the
degenerative brain disease, chron-
ictraumatic encephalopathy
(CTE), died of heart failure in
2010 at the age of 45 while boating

on Lake St. Clair.
But there is something else, a

tender humanity that filters
through the film. There are clips
from his famous fights on the ice
— “Probie! Probie! Probie!” the
crowd would chant — and then
you see him changing a diaper:
“The straps go in the back, right?”
he says.

You hear about his first date
with Dani, an executive producer
of the film. “The chemistry was
just there,” she says in the film.
“We went on our first date, we
went to a Chinese restaurant that
his dad just loved in downtown
Windsor. We enjoyed that and we
went out for frozen yogurt. It was
his first time for frozen yogurt. I
fell for the, ‘This doesn’t smell
right. Smell it.’ And I got yogurt up
my nose. Everything about him, he
was just adorable. He really was.”

You see a different side of
Probert,as he plays with his chil-
dren in moments of clarity. They
climb all over him, like he is some
invincible, happy giant. Pillows
and cushions are scattered across-
the room. The kids bounce on the
couch. And he is doing a goofy
dance — this big, tough man,
melting into a softy around his
kids.

“There are a lot of things I miss
about that guy,” Dani says in the
film. “He didn’t care, no concept of
time, that was Bob. Him walking
down the hall, and I can picture in
in our old house. He would start at
Brogan’s room. They could be
sound asleep or they could be
reading a book. Didn’t matter.
‘Good night, Brokita Kachita Ba-
nana.’ Gave her a kiss. ‘I love you.’
Then he would go to T Rose

(Tierney), or Tee Tee Lee, he had
to announce the goofy little name
that he would have for them. Same
thing. ‘I love you.’ And a kiss
goodnight. Then, into Declyn-
’sroom, with his famous duck call.
And give her the ‘I love you’and a
kiss goodnight. The last one would
always be, ‘Jack my boy.’ And the
same, ‘I love you and good night.’
He would always come in, ‘Dan
Dan, baby, Dan Dan.’ And I would
get the same thing.”

As the movie progresses, from
cradle to grave, you get a pit in
your stomach. You feel like you are
standing on the sidewalk, watch-
ing a car crash in slow motion. You
know how this is going to end.
Even when he gets his life back
together, you know there is one
sad twist to come.

You ache for his children and
marvel at how they have seem-
ingly grown up to be strong and
caring. He would be proud of
them, of who they have become.

“I was sad that he wasn’t there
for me graduating college or for
my prom,” Tierney, his daughter,
says in the film.

“I know, a wedding one day, if
that happens, that’s going to be
hard. Because there is no one
there, to walk you down the aisle
or to have that first father-daugh-
ter dance.”

You get frustrated and angry,
watching him get his life back
together only to let it fall apart
again.

This movie doesn’t make ex-
cuses.

But you come to understand
Probert on a different level. And
you see something that is usually
kept in the shadows. You see what

happens to athletes after the
games end. How their bodies are
broken. To deal with the pain, he
got hooked on opioids.

Probert was posthumously di-
agnosed with CTE, the degenera-
tive disease believed to be caused
by repeated blows to the head.

What role did CTE play in his
problems, late in life? His family
believes it was a factor. “He had
CTE,” Dani says in the movie.
“You can’t sit there and speculate
whether or not he would have
dementia, early onset dementia,
Alzheimer’s — the likelihood, was,
yes.”

Probert was starting to slip and
forget things, according to his
daughter, Declyn. “I remember
playing hide and seek with him
one day, and I kid you not, I was
probably the same space between
me and you, and I was standing
right in front of him,” Declyn says
in the film. “And he couldn’t see
me. It’s like I wasn’t even there to
him and I was talking to him. He
was very confused.”

You marvel at his wife’s
strength, as she sits in a boat on
Lake St. Clair and tells the story of
what happened when he died.“He
just collapsed, he was on his
knees,” she says in the movie.
“That’s when I could see his face.
His lips were black. His lips kept
changing color and his tongue,
and I could see that. They laid him
down. My stepfather is a police
officer. He started to perform
CPR.”

But they couldn’t save him.
“His face was completely blue,”

Tierney says. “That’s why I said,
you know, ‘Dad, I love you.’

“I wanted to be able to remem-

ber what my last words were to
him.”

“Everyone was crying,” Brogan
says in the film. “There was no
way that happened. He was such a
big, so full of life, such a big
presence in our lives. To think, oh,
he’s gone like that.”

“I wish I had him for advice on
this,” Declyn says. “Or to have a
hug. I wish I could hear him laugh
again. some days, it’s just, wow, I
wish I had him here to get me
through this day.”

You walk away withamore
complete picture of Probert, who
was haunted by flaws and demons
but was so much more than a
fighter on skates.

He was a father, a husband.
And it makes his loss seem even

worse.
“Having him absent is defi-

nitely difficult sometimes,” Bro-
gan says. “Then, you look around
and you know what? He would be
proud of me regardless.”

Probert’s story is relevant — on
several levels — as the NHL tries
to come to grips with CTE, and
families across the country deal
with the opioid crisis.

But his story is also incredibly
personal.

“So yeah, I know, in the future, if
I’m having babies, and he doesn’t
get to meet them, they don’t get to
understand how cool of a person
my dad was,” Tierney says.

When the movie fades to black,
your eyes fill with tears and you
are left with a mix of complex
emotions.

Sadness. Frustration. Empti-
ness. And a horrible ache.

For his family.

Former Blackhawks and Red Wings player Bob Probert greets Chris Chelios and Jonathan Toews before a playoff game in 2009. 
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Probert movie emotional

Probert catches his breath in the penalty box after a fight during a

game in 2000.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE FILE

Probert mixes it up with the Panthers’ Peter Worrell during a game in

2002.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE FILE

Former enforcer’s
flaws, struggles
on full display
By Jeff Seidel
Detroit Free Press 

“You can’t sit there and speculate whether or not he would have dementia, early onset 
dementia, Alzheimer’s -the likelihood, was, yes.”
Dani Probert
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C
APE TOWN,
South Africa — No
one deserved to
see South Africa

finally qualify for the Wom-
en’s World Cup more than
Fran Hilton-Smith. 

Take nothing away from
the players and coaches, but
Hilton-Smith has been the
driving force behind wom-
en’s soccer in South Africa,
and to an extent Africa, for
more than 20 years. 

Seeing Banyana Banyana
make the final of the Afri-
can championship in
Ghana last month and
clinch a place at next year’s
World Cup in France for
the first time was a “life-
changing experience,” she
said. 

Because she’s been wait-
ing and working for the
moment for much of her
life, ever since South Africa
returned after apartheid
ended in 1994. 

“I was there, it was in-
credible. I’ve waited per-
sonally 24 years to qualify
for the World Cup,” she
said, describing the scenes
in the locker room after-
ward. “Everyone was cry-
ing and celebrating.” 

A former national team
player and coach, Hilton-
Smith is now head of wom-
en’s soccer in South Africa
and the national associa-
tion’s assistant technical di-
rector, both for men and
women. She’s the only
woman on the Confedera-
tion of African Football’s
14-member technical com-
mittee that drives the de-
velopment of the entire
game on the continent. She
was Africa’s representative
on a recent FIFA task force
to revamp women’s soccer
worldwide. 

So, you can’t tell Hilton-
Smith anything about
women’s soccer in Africa.
And few people are in a
better position to explain

why African teams have
never shone at the World
Cup. It’s been frustrating
for Hilton-Smith, who’s
been to just about every
tournament since ‘94 work-
ing on FIFA’s technical
team. 

Nigeria, dominant in Af-
rica and crowned African
champion last weekend for
the 11th time, has “brilliant
players,” according to
Hilton-Smith, many of
them playing for clubs in
Europe, and yet has made
the World Cup quarter-
finals once, nearly 20 years
ago. That’s the best an
African team has done. 

The reason’s no secret,
she said. African teams just

don’t play enough. 
“When I got to the World

Cup, I realized that we had
really good players in South
Africa, in Africa,” Hilton-
Smith said, “but then and
still now the problem has
been the lack of competi-
tion within Africa. And that
has been and still is a major
stumbling block. 

“I’ve always sat there and
thought, gosh we have bet-
ter players than a lot of
these players and we could
do so well at the World
Cup.” 

Facilities are obviously
important. 

Hilton-Smith started an
academy for girls in South
Africa 13 years ago that now

provides most of the play-
ers on the national squad. 

She discovered Banyana
captain and Houston Dash
defender Janine van Wyk
when she was 13 years old
and playing for a boys team
on the outskirts of Johan-
nesburg — and guided the
early part of her career,
making sure she was one of
the first to go to the acade-
my. Van Wyk has now
played more than 150
games for her country,
more than any other South
African, man or woman. 

Africa certainly needs
more high-level women
coaches too. 

Hilton-Smith made it
her mission to help as many

women coaches in South
Africa as possible gain “A”
licenses, Africa’s highest
coaching qualification. The
current South Africa coach,
Desiree Ellis, was one of
them. There are now 24 in
South Africa with “A” li-
censes, but that’s more than
the rest of Africa put to-
gether. 

Ultimately, though, Afri-
can teams desperately need
more competitive games. 

The women’s African
championship is held every
two years. But it’s the only
tournament of any conse-
quence in Africa. Between
African Cups, “countries
just pack up their women’s
teams,” Hilton-Smith said,

and she fears Africa’s other
two teams going to the
World Cup, Nigeria and
Cameroon, will do that
again. 

Nigeria is a stark exam-
ple. The best on the conti-
nent sometimes goes more
than a year without playing
any games at all. Zimbabwe
qualified for the 2016 Rio de
Janeiro Olympics but
would have gone to Brazil
without playing any prepa-
ration games if Hilton-
Smith hadn’t hastily organ-
ized a match against South
Africa. No surprise the
Zimbabweans let in 15 goals
in three games at the
Olympics. 

“If you don’t compete,
you can’t compete. It’s that
simple,” Hilton-Smith said.
“You can’t compete with
the rest of the world when
you’re doing that.” 

Compare World Cup
champion United States
and the big teams in Eu-
rope, who are “always
playing, always competing
at a high level,” Hilton-
Smith said. 

In Africa it’s difficult.
You need money to organ-
ize more games, more tour-
naments and take teams
traveling, and soccer in gen-
eral in Africa is under-
funded, let alone women’s
soccer, which is still some
way down the pecking or-
der. 

But Hilton-Smith is
squeezing every last cent
out of her tight budget to
make sure Banyana Ban-
yana does one thing above
all before the World Cup in
June: Play. 

South Africa faces Swe-
den and Netherlands in
January, is planning to go to
the Cyprus Cup in March,
and will hopefully confirm
a game against the U.S. in
May. Banyana will need
every minute of match
practice after being pitted
against two-time champion
Germany, China and Spain
in the World Cup draw on
Saturday. 

“Now we’ve got there we
have to make sure we don’t
just make up the numbers
and we go there and make
an impression,” Hilton-
Smith said. “It’s not easy.
It’s a huge stage with huge
teams who play all the
time.” 

From left, Dutch coach Sarina Wiegman, South Africa coach Desiree Ellis, France coach Corinne Diacre and U.S. coach Jill Ellis pose next to the World Cup trophy for a group photo dur-

ing the women's soccer World Cup France 2019 draw on Dec. 8. South Africa is among three African nations, along with Nigeria and Cameroon, participating.

CHRISTOPHE ENA/AP 

“If you don’t compete, you can’t compete. It’s that simple.
You can’t compete with the rest of the world when you’re doing that.” 

—Former South Africa coach Fran Hilton-Smith

M I S S I N G
OPPORTUNITIES

There’s no secret
how to building
women’s soccer
in Africa: Play
more games

By Gerald Imray
Associated Press

The Nigeria women’s soccer team celebrates with the trophy after beating South Africa in a peantly shootout to win the

Bayana Bayana of South Africa, at the end of the Africa Cup of Nations finals in Accra, Ghana on Dec. 1. Nigeria won its 11th

title in 13 editions. 

ALADE OMOWUNMI/AP 

Kaka picks out South Africa during the FIFA Women’s

World Cup France 2019 Draw on Dec. 8 in Paris, France.

DEAN MOUHTAROPOULOS/GETTY-AFP

The FIFA Women’s World Cup is scheduled from June 7

through July 7 across nine host cities in France. 

DEAN MOUHTAROPOULOS/GETTY-AFP
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Executed at the age of 44, implicated
in a plot to assassinate Elizabeth that
historians debate to this day, it was her
enemies who would write Mary’s
legacy. So in the turbulent years of her
controversial life, contemporaries
wonder, who was the real woman
known as Mary, Queen of Scots, and
what led to her tragic undoing?

Put another way in director Josie
Rourke’s forceful new biopic, “Mary
Queen of Scots”: What if Mary and
Elizabeth could’ve just sat down to-
gether and worked things out?

It’s a notion that occurred to Rourke,
star Saoirse Ronan (“Lady Bird”), who
plays the titular Scottish queen, and
Margot Robbie (“I, Tonya”), who plays

Mary’s cousin and political frenemy
Queen Elizabeth I.

“You don’t know how many times I
thought, ‘If they just called out for
coffee at the beginning of this movie …
it would have been so different!’ ” said
Robbie with a laugh, reuniting in Los
Angeles with Rourke and Ronan for
the first time since filming the period
drama.

Cheekily, Ronan agreed. “Let’s just
go to Starbucks,” she added, channeling
Mary, Queen of Scots, by way of a flaw-
less Valley girl accent. “Have a blue-
berry muffin, sort this ... out …”

Filmed on location 430 years after
Mary’s grisly execution, “Mary Queen

of Scots” brings the monarch’s story to
life with a distinctly feminist aim, fo-
cusing on the defining years of the
charismatic young Catholic queen with
a fierce Ronan in the lead role.

Backed by the producers of the
Oscar-winning “Elizabeth” and “Eliza-
beth: The Golden Age,” which starred
Cate Blanchett, and scripted by “House
of Cards” creator Beau Willimon, the
Working Title and Focus Features film
is part political thriller, part chamber
drama. It marks the film directing
debut of theater veteran Rourke, who
also serves as the artistic director of 

“Mary Queen of Scots” director Josie Rourke, far right, with Saoirse Ronan, center, and Margot Robbie. Ronan plays the titular queen and Robbie is Queen Elizabeth I.

ROBERT GAUTHIER/LOS ANGELES TIMES 

Frenemy royals get
a modern, feminist edge 

‘Mary Queen of Scots’ director and stars talk about the two powerful queens who warred over Europe

By Jen Yamato | Los Angeles Times

F
rom the moment she became queen of Scotland at 6 days old, the

world never stopped scrutinizing Mary Stuart’s every move — or pit-

ting her against Elizabeth I of England, the cousin whose throne she

held a claim to by birth.

Turn to Queens, Page 3

During the peak holiday
weeks, the Goodman Theatre
likes to have an irreverent sea-
sonal attraction on the smaller of
its two stages — something to
attract a young adult audience
less interesting in Dickensian
moralizing and disinclined to
spend an entire evening in the
company of a Victorian miser
even more dedicated to personal
reformation than the comedian
Kevin Hart.

After mixed results with
“Twist Your Dickens,” a less-
than-stellar collaboration with
Second City, the Goodman has
turned this year to that old war
horse David Sedaris and his
famous essay/monologue known
as “The Santaland Diaries,” a
typically out-of-whack, first-
person account of the satirist’s
seasonal sojourn at the Macy’s
department store, where he
found gainful grotto employ-
ment as Crumpet the Elf.

If you’ve been around this
town for a good while, you may
recall seeing Joe Mantello’s
adaptation on the North Side of
many a Chicago Christmas past,
recently with Mitchell Fain but
once featuring a younger,
snarkier version of the Broad-
way director David Cromer in
the one and only role.

The show’s only about an
hour, well stocked with laughs
and wry human commentary
and I suspect yet funnier after a

couple of Christmas cocktails.
The show goes so fast you might
even make it to Petterino’s next
door before the shrink wrap is
on the booze, the chairs are up
on the tables and Ed the bar-

tender has acquired his sympa-
thetic but uncompromising
last-call face. This is part of an
evening, not an entire commit-
ment, and thus all the better for
some.

Let’s stipulate that the script
— now some 25 years old — is
showing its age. Then again, the
whole idea of visiting Santa at a
downtown department store is
atrophying faster than a reindeer
competing with Amazon Prime.
Wandering past a certain set of
department-store windows on 

IN PERFORMANCE ‘The Santaland Diaries’ ★★★

Worth seeing before department
store elves are lost to the ages 
By Chris Jones
Chicago Tribune

Matt Crowle as Crumpet the Elf in “The Santaland Diaries.”

ERIK SCANLON PHOTO

Turn to Diaries, Page 2

When: Through Dec. 30

Where: The Goodman’s Owen

Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn St.

Running time: 1 hour, 5 minutes

Tickets: $15-$61 at 312-443-

3800 or www.goodmantheatre

.org

Coming off a four-season run
as Deacon on the SyFy series “12
Monkeys,” which wrapped
earlier this year, Todd Stashwick
said goodbye to yet another
villain in his repertoire. “It’s
funny because half my resume is
split between comedy and the
other half is murdering people,”
he said.

Is there something about his
look that says, “I can picture this
person doing bad things”?

“I think it has a lot to do with
the fact that I’m 6-foot-2 with
dark circles around my eyes and
a voice that sounds like it was
dragged behind a car,” he said.
“Plus a lot of my theater training

was in Shakespeare, and I think
sci-fi villains that I’ve played on
shows like ‘Angel’ and ‘Buffy the
Vampire Slayer,’ that sort of
Shakespearean thing sort of
lends itself to those big gothic
characters.”

In the Chicago-shot indie
“Wild Honey” (at the Music Box
Tuesday and the Wilmette
Theater on Wednesday and
Friday), Stashwick taps into his
comedic roots, which he honed
at Second City. The film centers
on a woman (Rusty Schwim-
mer) who finds herself living at
home unhappily with Mom and
making ends meet working as a
phone sex operator. Stashwick
plays her her goofy if selfish and

Todd Stashwick on getting typecast as the villain: “I think it has a lot

to do with the fact that I’m 6-foot-2 with dark circles around my

eyes and a voice that sounds like it was dragged behind a car.”

BJOERN KOMMERELL/SYFY 

MY WORST MOMENT

Handling insecurity and 
a hefty dose of tough love
By Nina Metz
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Moment, Page 5
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Dear Amy: My husband’s
adult children do not cele-
brate Christmas. They are
vocally against it and
against Christianity.

However, they do send
us their Christmas lists for
expensive items, such as
large home appliances and
electronics. We’ve never
asked for such lists and
have never received as
much as a card from them.

I admit I am starting to
feel resentful. Their enti-
tled attitude worries me.
We love gift-giving, but this
is starting to feel more like
fulfilling a demand than
giving a gift from the heart.
We provide trips, gifts and
money generously
throughout the year.

I have suggested we let
the kids know we will be
buying more modest gifts
for Christmas. My husband
is afraid to rock the boat
because his adult kids are
accustomed to receiving
expensive Christmas gifts
from us. Is there a way we
can reset expectations and
boundaries, without look-
ing like the Grinch?

— Mrs. Claus

Dear Mrs. Claus: As long
as he is afraid of his chil-
dren, your husband can’t
change the equation dur-
ing the holiday season.

You should encourage
him to start to see himself
as worthy of adult atten-
tion and respect. He seems
to feel that he must literally
purchase love from his
children — and, guess
what? He could be wrong!
But he will never know the
core value of his relation-
ship with his kids until he
is brave enough to have
these relationships in a
more organic way.

If his kids don’t “be-
lieve” in Christmas, then
don’t do Christmas.

If he is determined to
give gifts, he should recog-
nize each of his kids in a
new way this year: by
contacting them to say that
he has made a donation in
their honor to a worth-
while charity.

His kids are not a worth-
while charity, but there are
plenty out there, and (un-
like his children) these
organizations would be
grateful for his support. He
should steel himself for
some blowback from this
approach. Change is hard.

Dear Amy: I broke up
with my ex two months
ago. We used to fight a lot,
and he used to make a lot
of excuses to avoid me. We
live far away from each
other.

During our time to-
gether, he communicated
with a lot of random girls. I
often felt unhappy and
cheated. I called and con-
fronted him, and he said
that because we fight a lot,
he got bored with me. I
was so angry that I ended
the call and did not contact
him after that at all.

Today, I contacted him
via text, asking for his help
on a work project. He
replied, “Sure.” I didn’t
reply immediately. And in
15 minutes he pinged me
asking what help I needed.
After 40 minutes I re-
sponded and told him
certain topics I needed tips
on. He sent me long mes-
sages, detailed with sug-
gestions and tips. I thanked
him and said goodbye. 

But then he asked me,
“Life’s good?” and “Every-
thing’s fine?” I responded,
“Yes, and you?” He replied
back, “Good.” After that I
ended the conversation. I
do not understand his
reaction to me. I don’t
know what is going on!

How should I behave next?
I miss him and love him

dearly. I can’t tell if he is
into me and deserves a
second chance. What do
you think?

— Wondering

Dear Wondering: It’s
time to graduate from
middle school. It’s time to
take yourself more seri-
ously, and to value yourself
so much that a guy politely
asking how you are isn’t an
invitation back into a rela-
tionship that wasn’t good
for you in the first place.

“Life’s good?” is just
something people say. It’s a
polite placeholder. It
sounds as if this man
wasn’t a good boyfriend for
you but might have the
makings of an almost-
decent friend. He’s a guy
you can ping for work
questions who will try to
be helpful. Someone who
is truly into you will offer
you a better quality of
attention. I hope you feel
you deserve it.

Dear Amy: Thank you for
your calm and compas-
sionate response to “Wor-
ried,” the aunt (or uncle)
who wondered how to
spend time with a teenage
nephew in legal trouble for
drug possession.

Oh, I was that kid. I’m
no longer that kid. But I’m
so grateful for family mem-
bers who hung in there
with me.

— Changed

Dear Changed: Many of
us were either that kid or
had that kid in our family.
Patience is called for.

Copyright 2018 by Amy
Dickinson

Distributed by Tribune
Content Agency

Husband shouldn’t fear being Grinch

ASK AMY
By Amy Dickinson
askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter @askingamy

Returning to the North
Shore Center for the Per-
forming Arts Sunday, Chi-
cago Tap Theatre (CTT)
once again delighted Skok-
ie’s dance audiences with
the company’s annual
holiday special, “Tidings of
Tap.” For years, CTT hosted
“Tidings of Tap” at the UIC
Theatre, a popular, frills-
free revue with live music
and tap dancing celebrating
the holiday season. Going
north was a risk, but af-
forded the company oppor-
tunities to up production
values and cater to new
audiences. The risk seems

to be paying off; the North
Shore Center is a huge
house by comparison, but
was quite filled to the gills
for this one-time-only
matinee on Sunday.

Rather than a full-length
narrative, the afternoon
was divided into four vi-
gnettes: Winter, Hanukkah,
Christmas and New Year’s
Eve, guiding the audience
on a chronological journey
through the holiday season.
Favorite familiar pieces like
“Skating,” “Hanukkah, Oh
Hanukkah,” and “Carols,” a
medley of Christmas songs
choreographed by Caleb
Teicher, are scattered
among quite a bit of new
material, all performed to

live music by a five-piece
band set upstage atop a
platform.

That’s something I love
about CTT: They certainly
aren’t the only group com-
mitted to live music, but
rather than relegate the
musicians to a pit beneath
the stage, the band is cen-

tral, equally as important as
the dancers. CTT music
director Kurt Schweitz —
one of the best jazz bassists
in the city — recruited
top-notch musicians this
year, including silky vocals
by Kathryn Lachey.

Since the big move to
Skokie three years ago,
CTT continues to add new
elements like the wintery
drops hanging near the
wings, new costumes by
Emma Cullimore, plus
original compositions and
new arrangements by
Schweitz. Guest artist
Dasha Merkulova weaves
among the tappers, a rhyth-
mic gymnast playing the
loose character of a child
experiencing the magic of
the season. Throughout her
journey, she learns about
generosity. Gifted a scarf by
Kirsten Uttich when she’s
cold and alone, Merkulova
pays it forward as she later
encourages a full stage of
tapping Grinches to wit-
ness joy and generosity, too.
A three-part Hanukkah
section includes Rich Ash-
worth’s beautiful quartet
for four of the company’s
women called “Candle-
light,” and new choreo-
graphy to traditional Klez-
mer music, jointly choreo-
graphed by artistic director
Mark Yonally and Billy
Siegenfeld, the director of
Evanston’s Jump Rhythm
Jazz Project. This section is
artfully crafted, avoiding
the pitfalls of many a holi-
day revue which calls itself
nondenominational by

haphazardly throwing
“The Dreidel Song” onto
what is otherwise a Christ-
mas concert.

“Tidings of Tap” is not
without its challenges,
though, and it goes without
saying that in an ambitious
production with intricate
audiovisual needs and a
multitude of props and
quick changes, something
is bound to go wrong.
Merkulova, a highly ranked
rhythmic gymnast, masters
her props (clubs, ribbon,
ball and hoop) — a gaggle of
tap dancers don’t. So, a
finale which asks each of
them to come forward
group by group, wielding
these props like it’s the
ending coda of “The Nut-
cracker,” fails to impress.

Their tap dancing, on the
other hand, is spot on, and
while added theatrics and
the loose narrative add
personality and charm, I
personally love just seeing
these great performers
dance. To that end, veteran
company members Yonally,
Uttich and Jennifer Pfaff
Yonally do less heavily
lifting this year, allowing
newly-promoted company
members Aimee Chase and
Isaac Stauffer to step up.
They do, particularly in a
gleeful duet for the pair
called “Cheers,” while
up-and-comers like Bailey
Caves and Sterling Harris
are sure to make their
marks soon, too.

Lauren Warnecke is a
freelance critic.

IN PERFORMANCE

It’s the hops and
shuffles that save
‘Tidings of Tap’ 
By Lauren Warnecke
Chicago Tribune

Isaac Stauffer, from left, Kirsten Uttich and Jennifer Yonally in “Tidings of Tap.” 

DAVID HARMANTAS PHOTO

Netflix dropped a new teaser for the upcoming
third season of “Stranger Things” on Sunday, confirm-
ing that it will land on the streaming service in 2019.

The teaser revealed the episode titles for the third
season: “Suzie, Do You Copy?,” “The Mall Rats,” “The
Case of the Missing Lifeguard,” “The Sauna Test,”
“The Source,” “The Birthday,” “The Bite,” and “The
Battle of Starcourt.” Its logline reads “In the summer
of 1985, the adventure continues.”

The cast has teased that the third season will be the
darkest yet. Millie Bobby Brown, David Harbour,
Winona Ryder, Gaten Matarazzo, Finn Wolfhard,
Noah Schapp, Caleb McLaughlin, Joe Keery, Natalia
Dyer and Charlie Heaton star in the series. Sadie Sink
and Dacre Montgomery joined the cast in season 2.

A teaser trailer heralding the arrival of Starcourt
Mall dropped in July. The promo video is full of 1980s
mall-culture references, from the vintage logo for
retailer Gap to a shoutout to the now-departed book-
store chain Waldenbooks and music retailer Sam
Goody. The teaser depicts the character of Steve Har-
rington, played by Keery, working in the Scoops Ahoy
ice cream shop in the food court.

The series has been nominated for 10 Primetime
Emmys and won six Creative Arts Emmys. It’s also
received four Golden Globe nominations.

— Variety

CELEBRITIES
Tribune news services

“Stranger Things” executive producer Shawn Levy

takes a photo of a group including Finn Wolfhard, back

left, Millie Bobby Brown, far left, and Noah Schnapp, far

right, at a Golden Globes after-party in January.

NETFLIX

‘Stranger Things 3’
teaser reveals titles

KEVIN MAZUR/GETTY 

Beyonce performs at
wedding party in India:
Beyonce brought her star
power to a pre-wedding
party for the daughter of
India’s richest mogul. The
37-year-old singer per-
formed Sunday and sang
some of her hits such as
“Crazy In Love.” Guests
included Hillary Clinton
and a host of Bollywood
stars in the historical
Indian city of Udaipur.
Mukesh Ambani’s daugh-
ter, Isha, is marrying
Anand Piramal on
Wednesday. 

Douglas celebrates
102nd birthday: Actor
Kirk Douglas got to cele-
brate his 102nd birthday
with a special video mes-
sage from his daughter-in-
law. Catherine Zeta-Jones
shared a sweet tribute in
an Instagram video Sun-
day. The actress and wife
of Michael Douglas wrote,
“Happy 102nd birthday to
the most beautiful man.
We love you Kirk.”

Glenn Beck donates to
Lincoln fund: Media
personality and political
commentator Glenn Beck
is pitching in to keep a
trove of artifacts related to
Abraham Lincoln in his
hometown. Beck’s charity,
Mercury One, has donated
$50,000 toward a $9.2
million debt owed for a
collection of 1,400 artifacts
purchased a decade ago
for the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and
Museum in Springfield.
Museum chief Alan Lowe
thanked Beck for his gift.

Dec. 11 birthdays: Ac-
tress Rita Moreno is 87.
Singer Brenda Lee is 74.
Actress-comedian
Mo’Nique is 51. Actor
Rider Strong is 39. Ac-
tress-singer Hailee Stein-
feld is 22.

my way to the Goodman
Friday night, I twice
heard a version of the
phrase “they’re just not
what they were” floating
across the sidewalk on a
cold wind, and I con-
firmed this observation
with my own eyes. “San-
taland” is on its way to
being a historical relic,
the Crumpets of this
world replaced with
robots. So get in there
while you still have the
referent.

Matt Crowle is a
terrific Crumpet in
director Steve Scott’s
wry little production.
He’s less caustic than I
remember Cromer
being (it’s not hard to be
less caustic than Cro-
mer) and more focused
on likability. He’s also a
bonafide musical-come-
dy talent (every time I
see him I think of Bert
the chimney sweep in
“Mary Poppins”) and
thus the show gets a
welcome dose of that
spirit, too. He’s just the
sort of performer with
whom it’s fun to spend
an hour — he’s off-kilter
enough credibly to in-
habit a Sedaris text, but
enough of a creature of
the empathetic theater
to win over your affec-
tion. It’s a pleasure to
see him, and laugh at
him, in this role.

Chris Jones is a Tribune
critic.

cjones5@chicagotribune.com

Matt Crowle performs at

the Owen Theatre.
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Diaries
Continued from Page 1
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After a decade of treat-
ing his hits like a nuisance,
David Bowie played a
career retrospective set in
front of an adoring, boister-
ous audience in 2000 at
the Glastonbury Festival in
England. “Glastonbury
2000” (Parlophone) docu-
ments the 21-song per-
formance over two CDs
and a DVD, and it’s exactly
as you’d expect: tri-
umphant, low-risk, Bowie
the one-time subversive as
festival rock star.

The most radical thing
about this package might
be Bowie’s haircut; his
shoulder-length mane is a
throwback to the Bowie
depicted on the 1970 al-
bum “The Man Who Sold
the World.” The next year,
the singer would play
Glastonbury for the first
time, when, in his own
words, he “fumbled
through about nine songs.”

There’s no fumbling
upon on his return to the
hallowed site 29 years
later. With a polished band
at his back — including
longtime sidekicks Mike
Garson on keyboards and

Earl Slick on guitar — the
singer glides through a
career retrospective that
encompasses early hits (a
somber “Life on Mars?”
“Changes”), glam-era an-
thems (“All the Young
Dudes,” “Ziggy Stardust”),
avant-pop excursions (“Sta-
tion to Station,” “Ashes to
Ashes”), ’80s chart-busters
(“Let’s Dance,” “China
Girl”) and a sprinkling of
then-contemporary songs
that no one really cared
about, except for Bowie,
depending on his mood.

It’s telling that his invest-
ment makes a 1995 track

such as the disruptive
“Hallo Spaceboy” a set
highlight. “This chaos is
killing me,” Bowie sings
over spasms of guitar and
ebb-and-flow percussion
outbursts. Though Bowie’s
’90s recordings are gener-
ally considered busts, he
closes the set with another
song from that era, the
industrial-strength ode to
global paranoia, “I’m Afraid
of Americans.” It’s one of
Bowie’s best midperiod
songs, but it sounds
strangely muted at Glaston-
bury, perhaps not the best
way to close a set that also
included a muted version of
“Heroes” and a perfunctory
“Under Pressure” as it
slogged to the finish.

Bowie, at his best, was a
crowd-pleaser and provo-
cateur, a pop visionary and
an avant-garde subversive.
The crowd-pleaser is on
full-force display at “Glas-
tonbury 2000,” but the
facets of his stage persona
that made him the most
unsettling of rock stars are
nowhere to be found.

Greg Kot is a Tribune critic.

greg@gregkot.com
Twitter @gregkot

David Bowie performs at the Glastonbury Festival in Pilton, western England, in 2000. 
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RECORDINGS

Bowie on cruise control for
live ‘Glastonbury 2000’ album

‘Glastonbury
2000’
David Bowie
★★ (out of four)

By Greg Kot
Chicago Tribune

It is quite difficult to
keep track of all the cheesy,
made-for-television holiday
movies released this time of
year — but it certainly helps
if one of them goes viral.

Thanks to that creepy
tweet from Netflix last year,
in which the streaming
behemoth reminded every-
one it’s constantly watching
and analyzing your viewing
data, “A Christmas Prince”
became something of an
internet sensation. The
movie wasn’t good — in
fact, it was kind of terrible. 

Naturally, Netflix com-
missioned a sequel: “A
Christmas Prince: The
Royal Wedding,” which
started streaming last week.
Here’s everything you need
to know:

Main players are back —
for the most part: For
those who can’t remember,
the gist of the original “A
Christmas Prince”: A frus-
trated New York journalist
named Amber (Rose
McIver of The CW’s
“iZombie”) arrived in the
lovely country of Aldovia,
determined to get a scoop
that would impress her
editors and finally get her a
promotion. Amber’s task
was to report on Prince

Richard (also known as
“His Royal Hotness,”
played by Ben Lamb of
“The White Queen”), who
might abdicate the throne
after his father’s death and
throw the whole country
into chaos.

Amber was mistaken for
Richard’s younger sister’s
tutor, so she found herself
with the undercover scoop
of a lifetime. Naturally, she
wound up falling for Rich-
ard, and he was very hurt
when he found out her
true identity. But then
everything was fine. And
Richard became king and
proposed to Amber. 

Anyway, nearly every-
one has returned: Amber;
Richard; Richard’s little
sister, Emily; Richard’s
mother, Queen Helena;
Richard’s troublemaking
cousin, Simon, etc. Howev-
er, Amber’s father has been
recast and outfitted with a
much campier personality. 

No need to catch up on
the first movie: Without
giving all the “plot” details
away, we can assure you
that if you missed the first
“A Christmas Prince,” you
probably won’t have a
difficult time catching up.
The 90-minute sequel
takes place exactly a year
after the last movie ended,
as the palace is in a frenzy

for Richard and Amber’s
coming wedding on Christ-
mas Day.

A few callbacks: For
die-hard fans, you’ll recog-
nize more than a few el-
ements. Some plot points
are repeated: For example,
Amber’s bossy wedding
planner steals a cab at the
airport, just as Richard
stole Amber’s cab last time. 

Plus, the movie writers
were definitely listening to
all of the ways that people
made fun of the original.
Amber was employed at the
magazine “Now Beat,” a
name that received plenty
of mockery. In the sequel,
Amber and her former
co-workers talk about how
“Now Beat” folded.

There are some parallels
to real-life royals: Coinci-
dentally or not, Amber has
a few things in common
with Meghan Markle, also
an American marrying into
a royal family. Similar to
Markle, Amber has a blog.
A major theme in the movie
is how all sorts of people
are worrying about Amber
breaking “protocol” be-
cause she doesn’t want to
lose her own identity. We
have a feeling this might
sound familiar to some new
members of the real-life
palace.

Rose McIver and Ben Lamb star in “A Christmas Prince: A Royal Wedding.”

NETFLIX 

‘Christmas Prince’ sequel
serves up holiday drama
By Emily Yahr
The Washington Post

London’s Donmar Warehouse
theater. The film opens Friday in
Chicago.

In its humanistic portrait of the
two women, the film suggests that
the headstrong Mary and the
fearful Elizabeth might have
bolstered each other and even
found solace in their shared chal-
lenges had politics, religion and
male advisers on both sides not
kept them at odds.

“I think there was so much that
they could have met in the middle
on if they could have been al-
lowed to sit down together,” said
Ronan. “But of course, that was
the reason they were kept apart. It
served the men around them.”

It was enough of a battle for
Mary and Queen Elizabeth I,
Europe’s only female rulers, to
keep their thrones and their
heads; to follow their hearts freely
was another matter entirely. The
constraints of Mary’s station and
the machinations of men,
Rourke’s biopic argues, meant her
life was never entirely hers to live.

“Marriage, babies, religion,”
Ronan mused. “Everything was a
pawn. Everything you wore.
Everything you said.”

The Irish Oscar nominee had
been attached to a Mary, Queen of
Scots, project for years, drawn to
the idea of playing a rare figure in
cinema — a Celtic queen. But
when she began diving into re-
search with Rourke at the helm,
Ronan said, “it became incredibly
current.”

Married at 15 to the future King
of France and widowed three
years later, the film finds Mary,
age 19, returning home to Scot-
land to reclaim her throne — only
to be drawn into bad marriages,
worse husbands and a never-
ending series of conspiracies
hatched by enemies intent on
snatching her crown.

Meanwhile over in England,
her cousin Elizabeth struggles
with similar anxieties, under
pressure to marry and bear a
successor to her crown — but
remains terrified of making any
life choices that might lead to her
own deposition.

“Elizabeth’s very early life,
living in fear of her life — this is
what today would be considered,
frankly, child abuse, also putting
aside the fact that her father ex-
ecuted her mother,” said Rourke.
“If she was alive now she would
be in therapy for 14 hours a day.”

“The indivisibility between

their sexual and romantic lives,
their bodies and power … one of
the things that stuns me is that
even these two women, who are
crown heads of Europe, have to
fight for the right to make the
choices they want to make with
their bodies,” added Rourke.

At first, Robbie admits, she
hesitated to take on the role of
Elizabeth, whose personal inse-
curities lead her to tread cau-
tiously with Mary, the only other
reigning queen on the scene who
by birth has a rival claim to Eng-
land’s crown.

“I probably wasn’t listening in
school because I seemed to skip
all the Renaissance period,” the
Australian star joked. “Initially
when Josie and I spoke about the
project I said, ‘I think you should
hire an actress who has a degree
or a master’s in history, because it
ain’t me.’ ”

“But,” the actress smiled, “she
made a really good case.”

Robbie signed on and began
devouring historical material
about Elizabeth and the Renais-
sance era. “In my head that’s like,
gilded halls and old white-headed
people, and it sounded really
boring to me — and then Josie
starts speaking about it, John Guy
started telling me about it and it
was just this explosion of color
and life,” said Robbie.

It was paramount to Rourke
that she cast her historical drama
with diversity in mind, selecting
Gemma Chan to play Elizabeth’s
lady in waiting Bess of Hardwick,
Ismael Cruz Cordova in the
heartrending role of Mary’s pri-
vate secretary David Rizzio, and
Adrian Lester as England’s am-

bassador to Scotland, Lord Ran-
dolph.

“This is partly because of my
background in theater, but I was
really clear with Working Title
and Focus, and they were very
supportive, that I was not going to
direct an all-white period drama,”
explained Rourke. 

Bess of Hardwick, as played by
“Crazy Rich Asians” actress Chan,
“is such a badass,” Robbie volun-
teered. “She should have her own
movie. She had like six husbands
who all mysteriously died, aka she
probably murdered them and
then she’d go and marry a richer
one! We actually shot in one of
her castles.”

“Look at Adrian Lester,”
Rourke said of the Olivier Award-
winning actor and OBE recipient.
“He knows more about Shake-
speare than most academics. It’s
ridiculous that part of his heritage
as an English classical actor
doesn’t get translated to screen.
Why miss out on that talent and
the ability of those amazing actors
to tell their stories?”

Blending handsome produc-
tion design with out-of-the-box
execution — much of the film’s
period dress was crafted from
denim by costume designer Al-
exandra Byrne, who won the
Oscar for 2007’s “Elizabeth: The
Golden Age” — the film paints
Mary as not only a confident and
clever strategist but, socially
speaking, radically inclusive.

As political walls close in
around her she finds comfort and
support in her loyal coterie of
handmaidens and lone male con-
fidant Rizzio, whose homosexual-
ity Mary embraces even when he

betrays her trust. They are, in
today’s parlance, as Ronan put it,
“her hashtag-squad.”

That’s not to say young Mary
doesn’t have plenty of growing
pains along the way. Brushing off
pressure from her advisers to
marry for political gain, she mar-
ries the first guy she falls for.
Ultimately, Mary must navigate
her own ego as it becomes clear
that the only ally she might have
in the world is Elizabeth.

“You have to remember, she’s a
girl. She’s a 19-year-old girl. She’s
the same age as, like, Lorde!”
Ronan exclaimed, comparing
Mary, Queen of Scots, to the “Roy-
als” singer. “It was really impor-
tant to see these two women kind
of go head to head, but it was also
lovely to see them both with their
own women in their private lives
too.”

While historians agree the two
queens likely never met in person,
even as Mary fled Scotland and
sought refuge in England under
her cousin’s protection, “Mary
Queen of Scots” builds toward a
cathartic construction that also
marks Ronan and Robbie’s sole
shared onscreen moment.

“Even though they only meet
once in the movie, they’re so
present in each other’s imagina-
tions,” said Rourke, who deftly
directs a fictional covert country-
side meeting between the two
women whose juxtaposed lives
intersect in the film’s most elec-
tric sequence.

To prepare for the meaty 12-
page scene, the actresses avoided
each other on set during filming
so that their first moment laying
eyes on the other would be cap-

tured on-screen.
“It was my first scene and

Margot’s last scene, and it was the
scene that I had drilled the most
before we started rehearsals,”
remembered Ronan. “We re-
hearsed it once for an hour before
we started shooting, and it just
felt right straight away. We knew
what this was. I got to explore
who Mary was, every aspect of
her and every shade.”

“Likewise, doing that scene
made the movie the experience it
was for me, and the moments
leading up to that define Eliza-
beth,” agreed Robbie.

When they finished the scene,
the two stood in a lengthy em-
brace. “I remember we said after-
ward, ‘I’ve had you in my head
the whole time — you’ve been
there with me,’ ” said Ronan,
turning to Robbie. “And when I
went off to do the rest of the film
she was there, I had a little Mar-
got on my shoulder.”

Humanizing these heads of
state reminds us that figures like
Mary were people too, they say.
Monarchs — they’re just like us!
“That’s what I love about ‘Veep,’ ”
raved Ronan of the HBO series.
“It’s so genius because it’s like,
‘Oh, they are just people. And they
are [messing] up every day. They
are making mistakes all the time.’”

Mary and Elizabeth’s stories
resonate even more strongly
through a modern lens, added
Ronan, pointing to how two of the
most prominent women leading
European politics today are scru-
tinized.

“It’s such a timely story right
now especially in the U.K. be-
cause you’ve got Nicola Sturgeon
up north and you’ve got Theresa
[May] down south,” she said.
“You’ve got these two women that
are very, very different standing
for very different things, but
they’re strong and they’re doing
their thing. To have a film like this
come out now is so perfect.”

Telling the political and emo-
tional truths of women like Mary
and Elizabeth in ways never
before tackled on stage or screen
is entirely the point, suggested
Rourke, who said her work in
theater shares the same goal of
bridging lessons of the past with
issues of today.

“I’ve done a ton of Shakespeare
plays, and we would never look at
an old play and not try and work
out how that speaks to the pre-
sent,” said Rourke. “And I think
sometimes an old story is the best
way to talk about what is happen-
ing right now.”

jen.yamato@latimes.com

Queens
Continued from Page 1

Initially, Margot Robbie was hesitant to take on the role of Mary Stuart’s cousin Queen Elizabeth I. 
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TUESDAY EVENING, DEC. 11
PM 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00

CBS 2
NCIS: “What Child Is This?”
(N) \ N

FBI: “A New Dawn.” (N)
\N

NCIS: New Orleans: “Tick
Tock.” (N) \ N

News (N) ◊

NBC 5
The Voice: “Live Semi Final,
Top 8 Eliminations.” (N)

Darci Lynne: My Home-
town Christmas (N) \

Hollywood Game Night
(N) \N

NBC 5 News
(N) ◊

ABC 7
The Conners
(N) \

Kids-Alright
(N)

blackish
(N) \

Splitting Up
Together (N)

The Rookie: “Time of
Death.” (N) \ N

News at
10pm (N) ◊

WGN 9
blackish:
“Old Digger.”

blackish \N Last Man
Standing \

Last Man
Standing \

WGN News at Nine (N)
(Live) \N

WGN News
at Ten (N)

Antenna 9.2 Alice \ Alice \ B. Miller B. Miller Coach \ Coach \ Murphy

This TV 9.3 The Thomas Crown Affair (R,’68) ››› \ The Thomas Crown Affair (’99) ››› ◊

PBS 11
Chicago Tonight (N) Tree of Life: A Concert for

Peace and Unity (N)
Letters From Baghdad (NR,’16) Voice of
Tilda Swinton. \N

The U 26.1 7 Eyewitness News (N) The Game Engagement Broke Girl Broke Girl Seinfeld \

MeTV 26.3 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Gomer Pyle WKRP Cinci. Hogan Hero Hogan Hero C. Burnett

H&I 26.4 Star Trek: “The Apple.” Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek ◊

Bounce 26.5 Scandal \ The Long Kiss Goodnight (R,’96) ››› Geena Davis. ◊

FOX 32
Lethal Weapon: “Need to
Know.” \ N

The Gifted: “unMoored.”
\ N

Fox 32 News at Nine (N) Modern
Family \

Ion 38 Criminal Minds \ Criminal Minds \ Criminal Minds \ Criminal ◊

TeleM 44 (7:05) La sultana (N) \ Falsa identidad (N) \ Señora Acero (N) \ Chicago (N)

CW 50 Supergirl (N) \ Black Lightning (N) \ Chicago P.D. \N Chicago ◊

UniMas 60 Como dice el dicho \ Rosario Tijeras Tiro de ◊

WJYS 62 Israel The Gospel Joyce Meyer Robison Dr. T Felder Paid Prog. Monument

Univ 66 Jesús Mi marido tiene familia Amar a muerte Noticias (N)

AE Leah Remini: Scientology Leah Remini (N) Casey Anthony’s Parents Speak \ ◊

AMC ÷ (6) Elf (PG,’03) ››› \ Elf (PG,’03) ›››Will Ferrell, James Caan. \ Mr Pop ◊

ANIM North Lone Star Lone Star Law (N) Lone Star Law: Uncuffed (N) ◊

BBCA A Few Good Men (R,’92) ››› Tom Cruise, Jack Nicholson. \ Few Good ◊

BET ÷ (5:55) Think Like a Man (PG-13,’12) ››Michael Ealy. Hustle in Brooklyn (Season Finale) (N) Rants (N)

BIGTEN ÷ College Basketball (N) College Basketball: North Florida at Minnesota. (N) \ The B1G

BRAVO Below Deck \ Below Deck (N) \ Unanchored (N) \ Watch (N)

CLTV News at 7 News (N) News at 8 News (N) SportsFeed \ Politics

CNBC Shark Tank \ The Profit (N) \ The Profit: “Queork.” (N) Deal or No ◊

CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Cuomo Prime Time (N) CNN Tonight (N) Tonight (N) ◊

COM The Office The Office Drunk Drunk Drunk Drunk Daily (N) ◊

DISC Moonshiners: Outlaw Moonshiners (N) \ Vegas Rat Rods (N) Rat Rods ◊

DISN Raven Raven Bizaardvark Stuck Bunk’d \ Bunk’d \ Raven

E! The Princess Diaries (G,’01) ›› Julie Andrews. \ Busy (N) The Parent Trap ››› ◊

ESPN ÷ (6) 30 for 30 \ 30 for 30 (N) Boxing From Feb. 10, 1990. SportCtr (N)

ESPN2 ÷ College Basketball (N) College Basketball: Colorado at New Mexico. (N) (Live) Baseball (N)

FNC Tucker Carlson (N) Hannity (N) \ The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News

FOOD Chopped \ Chopped (N) \ Chopped \ Chopped ◊

FREE ÷ Ice Age Finding Nemo (G,’03) ›››› Voices of Albert Brooks. \ (SAP) 700 Club ◊

FX Jurassic World (PG-13,’15) ›› Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard. \ Jurassic World (’15) ›› ◊

HALL Crown for Christmas (NR,’15) Danica McKellar. \ Mingle All the Way (NR,’18) \ ◊

HGTV Fixer Upper \ Hunters (N) Hunters (N) Hunters (N) Hunt Intl (N) Hunters

HIST ÷ Digging (N) Curse-Oak The Curse of (N) Brothers in Arms (N) Oak Island ◊

HLN Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic

IFC ÷ (5) Fury (R,’14) ››› \ Die Hard (R,’88) ››› Bruce Willis, Alan Rickman. \ ◊

LIFE Happily Ever After Happily Ever After (N) Happily Ever After (N) Island (Sea-

MSNBC All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)

MTV Jersey Shore--Vacation The Challenge (N) \ Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. ◊

NBCSCH NHL Hockey: Chicago Blackhawks at Winnipeg Jets. (N) (Live) \ Blackhawks Postgame (N)

NICK SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends \ Friends \ Friends \

OVATION ÷ (6) Point Break (R,’91) ››› Patrick Swayze. \ Space Cowboys (PG-13,’00) ››› \ ◊

OWN The Haves, Nots The Haves, Nots The Haves, Nots The Haves ◊

OXY Chicago P.D. \ Chicago P.D. \ Chicago P.D. \ NCIS \ ◊

PARMT Friends \ Friends \ Friends \ Friends \ Ink Master (N) \ Creed ››› ◊

SYFY ÷ (6:35) The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift ›› Nightflyers: “Rebirth.” (N) Futurama

TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Guest (N) Conan \ ◊

TCM Stagecoach (NR,’39) ›››› John Wayne. \ Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? ›››› ◊

TLC 7 Little Johnstons: “20 Years of Trent & Amber.” (N) The Little Couple: “Christmas!” (N) ◊

TLN Let Think Wealth Focus on Difference Life Today Insights Camp ◊

TNT Doctor Strange (PG-13,’16) ››› Benedict Cumberbatch. \ Doctor Strange (’16) ››› ◊

TOON Gumball Gumball Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Burgers Burgers Family Guy

TRAV Legends- Lost (N) Expedition Unknown: “Asia’s Sunken Cities.” (N) \ Monster (N)

TVL Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Two Men Two Men King

USA WWE SmackDown! (N) (Live) \ Chrisley (N) Chrisley (N) Country

VH1 T.I. & Tiny: Friends Love & Hip Hop \ Love & Hip Hop \ Black Ink ◊

WE Law & Order: “Fallout.” Law & Order: “Captive.” Law & Order: “Over Here.” Law ◊

WGN America Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \ Cops \

HBO Tomb Raider (PG-13,’18) ›› Alicia Vikander. \ Momentum Generation (NR,’18) \ ◊

HBO2 VICE Special Report: The Panic Artists Icebox (NR,’18) Anthony Gonzalez. Get Him ◊

MAX MacGruber (R,’10) ››Will Forte. (8:35) The Hitman’s Bodyguard (R,’17) ›› ◊

SHO ÷ Jeff Beck: Still on the Inside the NFL (N) \ Escape at Dannemora Inside NFL ◊

STARZ ÷ (6:07) 27 Dresses ›› \ Outlander \ (9:01) The Chronicles of Riddick ›› ◊

STZENC The Deer Hunter (R,’78) ›››› Robert De Niro, Christopher Walken. \ Frightnrs ◊
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WATCHTHIS: TUESDAY
“Darci Lynne: My Home-

town Christmas” (8 p.m.,
NBC): Darci Lynne Farmer,
the vivacious 13-year-old ven-
triloquist and singer who won
Season 12 of “America’s Got
Talent,” stars in her first one-
hour holiday special, filmed
earlier this fall after she com-
pleted a 40-city tour. The
young performer visits her
home turf of Oklahoma City,
Okla., and reintroduces such
fan-favorite characters as
Petunia the rabbit, shy mouse
Oscar and the brash Edna.

“Legends of the Lost With Megan Fox” (7 p.m., 2 a.m., TRAVEL): No series
that focuses on ancient mysteries would be complete without an episode devoted
to Stonehenge, and sure enough, host Megan Fox is off to the United Kingdom to
visit that tourist mecca, one of the most profoundly mysterious sites in the world.
Like so many before her, Fox explores the question of why ancestors built this im-
posing monument in the first place.

“The Kids Are Alright” (7:31 p.m., ABC): Mike (Michael Cudlitz) starts seething
with jealousy when Peggy’s (Mary McCormack) successful brother, Tom (guest
star Nat Faxon), pays a surprise Christmas visit in the new episode “Christmas
1972.” Things come to a head when Tom tries to give the family an extravagant
present that Mike’s pride won’t let him accept, much to the unified displeasure of
the rest of his clan.

“blackish” (8 p.m., ABC): For years, the Johnsons have had a kind of dual yuletide
tradition: going to a movie together, while never being able to agree on what to see.
This year, Dre (Anthony Anderson) wants to see an important new documentary
about Rosa Parks, but everyone else wants to see the new superhero blockbuster.
Tracee Ellis Ross also stars in the new “Christmas in Theater Eight.”

“Hollywood Game Night” (9 p.m., NBC): Jane Lynch has a whole array of holi-
day-themed games planned for her guests in tonight’s festive new episode “Ho Ho
Holiday Game Night.” Among the participants she welcomes are Jameela Jamil
and Lauren Ash from NBC’s Thursday night sitcoms “The Good Place” and “Su-
perstore,” respectively, along with Tony Hale from “Veep.”

“Momentum Generation” (9 p.m., 3:15 a.m., HBO): This new feature-length
documentary from Jeff and Michael Zimbalist takes a deep dive into the evolving
world of surfing. The sport in America was championed in ’60s songs by the Beach
Boys, but the public saw surfing as a novelty activity until the 1990s, when a group
of punk rock-loving teenagers traveled to Hawaii and began to change the sport.

TALK SHOWS

“Conan” (10 p.m., TBS): Conan O’Brien becomes the first American late-night
host to air a show from Cuba in over 50 years.*
“The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon” (10:34 p.m., NBC): Singer Jennifer
Lopez; comic Robert Klein; J Balvin performs.*
“The Late Show With Stephen Colbert” (10:35 p.m., CBS): TV host Whoopi
Goldberg; actor Adam Pally; Jungle performs.*
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” (10:35 p.m., ABC): Celebrity guests and comedy skits.*

Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TV Weekly is an ideal companion.
To subscribe, go towww.tvweekly.com or call 1-877-580-4159

* Subject to change

Darci Lynne

hard-partying ex.
At a quick glance, Stashwick

bears a resemblance to another
Hollywood actor, “The Walking
Dead’s” Jeffrey Dean Morgan.

“Look, to be confused with
Jeffrey Dean Morgan is high
praise. We both have circled the
same tree in terms of our careers.
And my character Deacon on ‘12
Monkeys’ — which actually came
out two years before Negan on
‘Walking Dead’ — at least early
on, there was a lot of Venn Diag-
ram crossover of the characters. It
was this uncanny thing: They’re
both sarcastic and brutal and kind
of delight in their brutality. They
both need a shave and wear neck-
erchiefs.”

Stashwick also stars in the
“Kim Possible” live-action movie
(coming to the Disney Channel in
February) playing — you guessed
it — another villain.

When asked to share a worst
moment from his career, Stash-
wick prefaced his story with this
observation: “In my career, the
worst moment was also a singu-
larly formative moment.”

My worst moment …

“This was when I was in col-
lege at Loyola University in Chi-
cago and I was maybe 18. I was a
theater major and I was doing a
play — I’m going to be cagey
about the title to protect the inno-
cent — and for whatever reason I
was not on my game. I was young
and insecure.

“And one night at intermission,
the director’s assistant came
downstairs and said: ‘Todd Stash-
wick, I don’t know what you’re
doing on that stage but it is bad
high school acting — and I’m only
down here because the director
can’t look you in the face.’

“All the blood drained from my
face. As if I wasn’t already inse-
cure, this just kicked me in the
gut. This happened in the green
room so we weren’t alone. I told
was told off in front of many
people.

“I think that particular instruc-
tor was thinking this was tough
love and preparing me for a rough
business where people are blunt.

“But with my fragile ego, that
just knocked me to the ground.
And this is during the intermis-
sion of a performance! So I was
backstage winded and weeping
and I didn’t have thick skin. It was
so bad that I missed a set change
that I was supposed to be a part

of. I just spun out — to the point
where I think it factored into me
eventually switching schools.

“I ended up transferring to
Illinois State University. And I go
into one of my first classes of the
year and I sit down and who is
teaching that class, but the
teacher from the previous school,
the assistant director who deliv-
ered that message to me during
intermission. And they turn
around and look at me — I’m
using ‘they’ because I’m protect-

ing this person! — and a smile
kind of curls on their face. And
they said, ‘Todd Stashwick, de-
spite all my hard work, you still
want to be an actor.’ And I said,
‘Yes.’ And they said, ‘Good for
you.’

“And to be fair to this person,
they ended up being one of my
staunchest allies and one of my
greatest champions at that school
and actually encouraged me to go
to Second City. So it really was a
tough love situation.”

What was going through his

mind when he received that

feedback at intermission?

“There were a fair amount of
insecure boy tears that were shed,
but the show must go on. I had to
muscle up and get back on stage
and do the show. And far worse
things have happened to people
than a teacher saying you’re off
your game, and they muscled
through it and did the perform-
ance.

“And this teacher wasn’t say-

ing, ‘For the rest of your life, you
shouldn’t be an actor.’ They were
saying, ‘You are unfocused and
not listening hard enough.’ There
was a lack of discipline and it
showed in the work, so it was
basically: Step up and do the job.
This was an educational theater
— I was in school, I was there to
learn and I was there to take their
notes and adjust my performance.

“And circumstances being
what they were — and who I was
then and who I am now — I
wouldn’t change a thing.”

The takeaway …

“One was, I don’t need to go to
a school where people don’t nec-
essarily believe in what I’m doing.
It was a moment that eventually
led to me deciding I’m the master
of my own destiny and I know I
have something to offer this art
form, whether or not it’s cur-
rently being appreciated at this
venue. And it had a happy ending
with this instructor.

“And look, I studied under
(famed improv guru) Del Close,
who was far more tactless.
There’s a lot of that in the acting
profession, whether or not I
subscribe to it personally. I’ve
taught a lot of improv and I’ve
taught a lot of acting and I don’t
personally do that. I don’t mind
being truthful or blunt, but I
would never intentionally want to
go after someone in that way. And
Del certainly chose to express
himself in very, very, very blunt
terms.

“And in many ways I was ready
for it, because I had had that
experience in college. Looking
back, I was probably screwing
around, so yeah: Show up and do
your job is another big takeaway.

“When I’m on set, that’s my
only job. And if I’m not bringing
the goods between ‘action’ and
‘cut,’ I need to step up.”

nmetz@chicagotribune.com
Twitter @Nina_Metz

Moment
Continued from Page 1

Todd Stashwick as Dr. Drakken in the forthcoming Disney Channel live-action movie “Kim Possible.”

DISNEY CHANNEL 

“Todd Stashwick, I
don’t know what
you’re doing on that
stage but it is bad
high school acting —
and I’m only down
here because the di-
rector can’t look you
in the face.”
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Today’s birthday (Dec. 11): Imagine the
world of your dreams this year. Disciplined,
persistent actions realize your vision. Dis-
cover fresh vitality. Stash away extra income
thiswinter, before embarking on your next
journey. Collaborations bear fruit next sum-

mer, before you resolve a financial challenge.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today is an 8. Friends can be a big
help. Offer supportwhen you can, and find awilling hand
whenneeded.Moneymay be tight. Pull together.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): 8. Forge aheadwith a professional
project. A challenge comes into focus. Avoid risky business.
Prioritize basics, and get to details later. It could getmessy.
Gemini (May 21-June 20): 7. Not everything discovered along
your path is beautiful. Some things you see or experience
remind youwhat you love about familiar flavors. Choose a
positive view.
Cancer (June 21-July 22): 8. Get together and review finances
with your partner. Avoid provoking sensitive issues. Revise
budgets to adapt to current conditions andwhat’s ahead.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 8. Enjoy a partner’s company. Things
could get romantic, if you can avoid tripping over toes. Re-
memberwhat’smost important, and let the little stuff go.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 8. Focus on physical labors and
services.Meticulous efforts yield satisfying results. Youmay
need tomake amess to create awork of beauty.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 7. Practice your arts and skills.
Engage in activities you love. Keep polishing to reveal the
beautywithin. Avoid confrontation or controversy.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 6.Home repairs and domestic
chores require attention. Clean, sort and organize to reduce
clutter. Amess could seemoverwhelming. Advance one step
at a time.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 7. Your creative projectmay
not look as beautiful as imagined yet. Keep polishing, craft-
ing and editing. Envision the future sparkle of a diamond in
the rough.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 9. Pursue a lucrative opportu-
nity. Reduce risk and expense. Avoid nebulous fantasies, and
follow a practical path. Stick to simple fare and save.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 9.Maintain your advantage
despite a challenge. Prepare a personal project patiently.
Hold your temperwith frustrations or interruptions. Keep a
positive outlook.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 6. Privatemeditation soothes your
spirit. Contemplate your nextmove. Savemoney, and keep a
lowprofile. Clean amess, andprepare forwhat’s ahead.

— Nancy Black, Tribune Content Agency

Dilbert By Scott Adams

Baby Blues By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

Zits By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

Mr. Boffo By Joe Martin

Frazz By Jef Mallett

Horoscopes

The Argyle Sweater By Scott Hilburn

Bridge

Bliss By Harry Bliss Classic Peanuts By Charles Schulz

Pickles By Brian Crane

Dick Tracy By Joe Staton and Mike Curtis

Animal Crackers By Mike Osbun

Prickly City By Scott Stantis

East-West vulnerable, South deals

North
♠ A Q J 8
♥ Q 8 4
♦ A 8 6 5 2

West ♣ 5 East
♠ 6 3 ♠ 10 9 7 5 4
♥ K 10 9 5 3 ♥ Void
♦ K Q 10 7 3 ♦ 9 4
♣ 7 South ♣ 9 8 6 4 3 2

♠ K 2
♥ A J 7 6 2
♦ J
♣A K Q J 10

Werecently featured a deal that showed itwas usually
unwise to double the opponents holding five low trumps. It
can also be unwise to doublewith five good trumps, includ-
ing two apparent trump tricks. The opponents, sowarned,
don’t have to play it there. Theymight run to a better spot.

In today’s deal, from a tournament inWales, theWest
playerswho re-
frained from
doubling six hearts
defeated the contract
by one or two tricks,
depending on how
many trump tricks
theywere able to
take.More than a
fewWests decided
to double six hearts.
South, looking
atweak trumps,

divined the reason for the double and ran to six no trump,
making this deal the talk of the tournament.

A diamond lead is necessary, or South can just give
the opponents a heart trick and bring his total to 12 tricks.
Should Southwin the opening diamond lead and run his
nine blackwinners,Westmust discard twohearts and three
high diamonds, or hewill be endplayed in diamonds and
forced to lead a heart into the ace-jack. Also, Eastmust not
have played his nine of diamonds at trick one, or the endplay
will be unavoidable.

On this lie of the cards, declarer can alwaysmake 12
tricks in no trumpby ducking the opening diamond lead.
We’ll leave it to interested readers towork out thewinning
line of play.

— Bob Jones
tcaeditors@tribpub.com

The bidding:

South West North East

1♥ Pass 2♦* Pass

3♣ Pass 3♥ Pass

3♠ Pass 4NT Pass

5♥ Pass 6♥ All Pass

*Game forcing

Opening lead: King of♦
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Jumble
Unscramble the four Jumbles, one letter per square, to
form fourwords. Then arrange the circled letters to form
the surprise answer, as suggested by this cartoon.

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek. © 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
All rights reserved.

Sudoku

By The Mepham Group

© 2018. Distributed by

Tribune Content Agency,

LLC. All rights reserved.

12/11

Answerhere

Monday’s answers

Complete the grid
so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box in
bold borders contains
every digit 1 to 9.

Monday’s
solutions

Crossword 12/11

Across
1With 18-Across, R.E.M.
guitarist

6Microscope glass
10All snuggled in
14 Support piece
15 1998 SarahMcLachlan

hit
16 Black-and-white

cookie
17 Anglo-__
18With 35-Across, 10-

time “SNL” hostwho
was Belushi’s straight
man in samurai
routines

19Restaurant handout
20Gritty film genre
22 “We are gathered __

today ... ”
24 “Say that’s true ... ”
27 Speedway event
29Entertainment award

quartets, for short
33 Swiss skiing spot

34 Pops, to tots
35With 44-Across, hitter

of 755 home runs
36 “Perhaps I’mwrong”
38Takes effect
39What six people in this

puzzlemight be said to
possess

41 Climbs, as a cliff
42 Staggered
44With 57-Across,

“Breaking Bad” actor
45Gives (out) sparingly
46 Passé TV accessory
47 Sediment layer
48Courtroomcry
49BigApple team
50Weak end?
52Anti-cruelty org.
54Green gemstone
57With 68-Across,

Garfunkel’s partner
59Zest
63 BigAussie birds
64TajMahal city
65Worker, briefly
66Oceanmotion
67Depend (on)
68With 1-Across, one of

theTwelveApostles

Down
1 “Arthur” TV station
2Notable time
3Withholding __
4 Lodge opening?
5Nevada casino city
6Chocolate dog
7Emory email ender
8Wall recesses

9 “For heaven’s __!”
10 Impatient after-school

text to a parent
11 Salem is its cap.
12 Buddhist sect
13 “__ busy?”
21 Tehran residents
23Warms up, as leftovers
24Dr. Seuss’ Sam-__
25 Sideless train unit
26 Invasive computer

program
28 Scratching-post

attachment
30With no breaks, as a

tennis set
31 Cut into four-inch

pieces, as a footlong
sub

32Dict. entry
34 Pass rusher’s team
37Meaty spaghetti sauce
38React to dust
40 Script for TV
41Downor blue
43Rxwriters
45Rx quantity
49NewZealand native
51 Prepare for a boxing

day?
53A++
54Airbus product
55 French buddy
56 Failed firecracker
58Clickable link
60Boo-boo kisser
61Gaza Strip gp.
62 “An egg’sway of

making another egg”:
Samuel Butler

By Michael Krebs and Theodore
Krebs. Edited by Rich Norris and
Joyce Nichols Lewis. © 2018 Tribune
Content Agency, LLC.

Monday’s solution

Dustin By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

For Better or for Worse By Lynn Johnston

Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall

Hägar the Horrible By Chris Browne

Mutts By Patrick McDonnell

WuMo By Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Sherman’s Lagoon By Jim Toomey

Brewster Rockit: Space Guy! By Tim Rickard

Broom-Hilda By Russell Myers

JumbleCrosswordTriviaBits

By David L. Hoyt.

Oneof the
oldest living
trees onearth
is a 4,800-
plus-year-old
bristlecone
pine inNorth-
ernCalifornia
named forwhat
biblical figure?
A)Hagar
B)Methuselah
C)Noah
D) Sarah
Monday’s an-
swer: Lego gets
its name from the
Danishwords for
“playwell.”
© 2018 Leslie Elman.
Dist. by Creators.com




