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Loyola guardsMarquesTownes, left, andDonte Ingramcelebrate after Ingrammade the
game-winning 3-pointer againstMiamiwith 0.3 seconds left at theAmericanAirlinesCenter
inDallas. Thursday afternoon’s buzzer-beater had the team trending onTwitter and looking
ahead to amatchupwithTennessee and a chance tomake the Sweet 16.Chicago Sports

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

LOYOLA’S MARCHMOMENT
No. 3 Tennessee
vs. No. 11 Loyola
5:10 p.m.
Saturday, TNT

WASHINGTON — The
Russia investigation has
landed squarely in the sleek
black Manhattan sky-
scraper where President
Donald Trump made his
mark as a freewheeling real
estate developer more than
three decades ago.

Special counsel Robert
Mueller reportedly issued a
subpoena to the Trump
Organization in recent
weeks seeking an array of
documents, including some
related toRussia.

It wasn’t immediately
clear if the subpoena repre-
sents a broader inquiry into
the president’s business
dealings before or during
his White House bid.

Trump had mounted a
failed attempt to build a
hotel and condominium
complex in Moscow — an
effort his lawyer said was
abandoned in January
2016, seven months after
Trump entered the presi-
dential race — and he
staged the 2013 Miss Uni-
verse pageant there.

Mueller’s gaze lands on
Trump Organization
Lawyer says company cooperating amid report of subpoena
By ChrisMegerian

and Joseph Tanfani

Washington Bureau
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differed from the amount
that would be expected if
theassessorvaluedproper-
ty fairly.

UnderBerrios, the study
found, flawed assessments
caused as much as $1 bil-
lion to be shavedoff the tax
bills of Chicago’s most ex-
pensive residential proper-
ties — those in the top 10
percent of value, or single-
family homes and condos
worthmore than$1million
on average.

Because the amount of
property taxes collected
each year is fixed, that
means hundreds of thou-
sands of other taxpayers
made up the difference,
with the lowest-valued
homes shouldering a dis-

In the first effort to
measure the cost of Cook
County’s error-ridden as-
sessment systemunderAs-
sessor Joseph Berrios, a
newstudy estimates that at
least $2.2 billion in proper-
ty taxes was shifted from
undervalued Chicago
homes onto overvalued
ones between 2011 and
2015.

Because the county’s as-
sessment system is skewed
in favor of high-priced
homes, the errors amount
to a staggering transfer of
wealth that benefited Chi-
cago’s most affluent home-
owners at the expense of
people who own lower-
priced homes.

The study, released
Thursdayby theMunicipal
Finance Center at the Uni-
versity of Chicago’s Harris
SchoolofPublicPolicy,was
conducted by professor
Christopher Berry, a critic
of the assessor’s officewho
testified at a County Board
hearing in July about flaws
in the county’s assessment
system.

The analysis involved
calculating a citywide fair
tax rate using the tax bills
of homes that sold, then
seeing how those tax bills

Study: $2B
shift to rich
with Berrios
Assessment flaws
hurt homeowners
of lesser means
By Jason Grotto

ProPublica Illinois

Assessor Joseph Berrios’
office dismissed the new
U. of C. study as political.

PHIL VELASQUEZ/TRIBUNE 2017
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consultant Andrea Raila
was restored to the ballot
Wednesday by an Illinois
appeals court, adding to
the mix a candidate who
hasworkedboth insideand
outside the property tax
appeals system.

The contest could deter-
mine whether and how a
brokenproperty taxassess-
mentsystemthat favors the
wealthy at the expense of
the poor gets fixed. It also
could decide whether the
progressive movement, or
a female candidate in a
time of #MeToo zeitgeist,
can topple one of the key
cogs in the once-vaunted
Chicago Democratic
machine.

Typically, a guy like
Berrios would be a shoo-in
to win a low-turnout, off-
presidential year primary
election. He’s backed by
powerful party bosses like
House Speaker Michael
Madigan, Secretary of
State Jesse White and
county Recorder of Deeds
Karen Yarbrough. Even in
an era of diminished pa-

The hottest Cook
County contest on Tues-
day’s ballot is for the typi-
cally low-profile office of
assessor—aracewhere the
contrasts between the two
leading candidates are
stark, and the stakes for
taxpayers and the political
establishment are high.

Joe Berrios, who’s seek-
ing a third term, is an
old-school Chicago De-
mocratwhowas raised in a
public housing project and
rose through the ranks of
patronage politics to be-
come chairman of the
countyDemocratic Party.

Fritz Kaegi is a “nobody
that nobody sent,” the
product of a progressive
HydeParkupbringingwho
set aside a lucrative invest-
ment job to make his first
run for public office.

And in a last-minute
turn, longtimeproperty tax

COOK COUNTY ASSESSOR RACE

Leading candidates
a study in contrasts
Cure for property
tax system could
hang on outcome
By Hal Dardick

Chicago Tribune

Turn to Assessor, Page 7

With the character of the
ChicagoRiverwalk andmil-
lions of dollars in tourist
revenue at stake, a behind-
the-scenes battle has bro-
ken out over an ambitious
plan to construct an aerial
tram that would link two of
downtown’s most popular
attractions, Navy Pier and

theRiverwalk.
In recent weeks, the pro-

posal has been quietly
shopped to civic organiza-
tions by its chief backers,
Chicago hotelier Laurence
Geller andLouRaizin, pres-
ident of Broadway in Chi-
cago. They say it will give
Chicago an iconic tourist
attraction on a par with the
London Eye wheel along
theRiverThames.

But opponents contend

that the tram ride would be
aneyesore and that itwould
crowd the narrow River-
walk. It could also compete
with tour boats run by the
ChicagoArchitectureFoun-
dation and companies like
Chicago’s First Lady
Cruises andWendella.

“Aerial cable cars would
damage the new Chicago
Riverwalk and the beautiful

Lofty plan for aerial tram
encountering some friction

A proposed aerial tram called “The Chicago Skyline” would
connect the Chicago Riverwalk with Navy Pier.

DAVIS BRODY BOND

By Blair Kamin

and Ryan Ori

Chicago Tribune

Turn to Tram, Page 8

ChicagoWeatherCenter: Complete
forecast on back page of A+E sectionTom Skilling’s forecast High46 Low31

A950-ton pedestrian
bridge inMiami fell
onto a highway, fatally
crushing at least 4 peo-
ple under slabs of con-
crete and steel.Nation

& World, Page 9

Crews search
for bodies in
bridge collapse

Business

Feds to probe
United policy
after dog’s death

SVEN HOPPE/AP

McMaster exit
said to be ahead
President Donald Trump
is expected to remove
H.R. McMaster from his
post as national security
adviser and is looking at
potential replacements,
insiders say. Nation &

World, Page 9



2 Chicago Tribune | Section 1 | Friday, March 16, 2018

Chicago Tribune (USPS 104-000) is published daily (7 days) at Tribune
Tower, 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611-4041; Chicago Tribune
Company, LLC, Publisher; periodicals postage paid at Chicago, IL, and
additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send changes to the Chicago
Tribune, Mail Subscription Division, 777 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60654.
Copyright 2018 Chicago Tribune Company, LLC. All rights reserved as to
entire content.

The Tribune’s editorial code of principles governs
professional behavior and journalism standards. Every-
one in our newsroom must agree to live up to this code of
conduct. Read it at chicagotribune.com/accuracy.

Corrections and clarifications: Publishing information
quickly and accurately is a central part of the Chicago
Tribune’s news responsibility.

ACCURACY AND ETHICS
Margaret Holt, standards editor

Almanac Business 6

Bridge A+E 8

Comics A+E 8-9

Crossword A+E 9

Horoscopes A+E 8

Lottery Business 6

Obituaries Business 6

Sudoku A+E 9

Television A+E 7

Weather A+E 10

INSIDE

All advertising published in the Chicago Tribune is subject to the applicable
rate card, copies of which are available from the Advertising Department.
The Chicago Tribune reserves the right not to accept an advertiser’s order.
Only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final acceptance.

Email ........................................................consumerservices@chicagotribune.com
Main operator...........................................................................................312-222-3232
Hearing impaired number.......................................................312-222-1922 (TDD)
Classified advertising ......................312-222-2222, classadinfo@tribune.com
Preprint/display advertising......312-222-4150, ctmg@chicagotribune.com
Display advertising self-service ....................placeanad.chicagotribune.com
Interactive advertising...312-222-6173, mmclaughlin@chicagotribune.com
Mail .............................................................. 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611

Delivery problem?
Call 312-546-7900
Subscribe online: chicagotribune.com/subscribe
To subscribe, manage your print or digital subscription,
or inquire about billing or vacation holds, call
312-546-7900
To report an error, email readerhelp@chicagotribune
.com, fill out a report at chicagotribune.com/corrections,
or call the Reader Help line at 312-222-3348.

HOW TO CONTACT US 7 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday–Friday
7 a.m.–noon Saturday–Sunday
7 a.m.–11 a.m. holidays
Or go to chicagotribune.com/
customerservice

CHICAGO TRIBUNE BOOKS
“The Weight Lifted: How the Cubs Ended the Longest
Drought in Sports History.” A chronicle of the Cubs
magical 2016 season written by Paul Sullivan. It starts
with the early expectations in spring training, documents
key series and personalities and challenges through the
regular season, then builds through the playoffs, series
by series. Go to www.amazon.com to purchase.

“Chicago Flashback” Since 2011, the Tribune has been
mining its vast archive of photos and stories for its
weekly feature Chicago Flashback, which deals with
the people and events that have shaped the city’s
history and culture from the paper’s founding in 1847
to the present day. Now the editors of the Tribune have
carefully collected the best Chicago Flashback features
into a single coffee-table volume. Available at
chicagotribune.com/flashbackbook.

All Chicago Tribune print books are available online at
chicagotribune.com/printbooks

CHICAGO TRIBUNE E-BOOKS
“Ask the Expert: Tips on Health, Parenting, Nutrition
and More from Specialists and Medical Experts.”
Collecting more than 60 articles written by Bonnie Miller
Rubin for the Tribune between 2011 and 2014, “Ask the
Expert” is a go-to source for questions about health and
family. Each article in the series features an interview
with a specialist, including a gerontologist, a clinical
social worker, and a neuroscientist, among many others.

“So Social: Tips on Improving Your Social Media
Presence for Business and Personal Use.” “So Social”
is a collection of Tribune articles written by social media
experts Amy Guth and Scott Kleinberg. It explores the
benefits and dangers of social media from professional
and personal standpoints. For anyone interested in
growing their social media following, understanding Web
marketing, or keeping accounts secure, it is a must-read.

“Balancing Act: More than 50 Essays on Juggling
Life, Love and Work in a Not-Always Obliging World.”
Heidi Stevens’ “Balancing Act” is a colorful look at con-
temporary parenting, and the joys and challenges that
accompany being a professional, parent, partner and
individual. The e-book compiles selections from Stevens’
weekly column and other essays, in which she empa-
thizes with parents during those moments of feeling
adrift without a guide, offering advice through journalis-
tic diligence, and encourages readers to worry less and
enjoy more.

All Chicago Tribune e-books are available inside the
Printers Row app. Download the app in the iTunes or
GooglePlay stores.

With the political primaries only
days away, and the state of Illinois in
the balance, do youwant to know
about the dark heart and ruthless
brain that runs its politics?

You’ll find evidence of it in a few
empty parking spots behind the
BalzekasMuseumof Lithuanian
Culture on the Southwest Side of
Chicago.

Just drive east on 63rd Street until
the northwest corner at Pulaski, and
you’ll see that giganticAmerican
Indian, some 50 feet tall, arm raised in
salute, dominating the intersection.

When Iwas a little boy, the giant
Indianwas owned by a cigar store.
These days, the Indian is a frontman
for an eye clinic now.Hewears glas-
ses, and a sign onhis chest says: “Eye
Can SeeNow.”

Take a left at the Indian, drive a few
blocks north and you’ll find yourself
outside the supermarketmy family
owned for decades,where I chopped
chickens and bagged groceries.

But take a right, drive south,with
the Indian at your back, and you’ll
find theBalzekasMuseum.And on
the second floor are two small, simple
andunadorned offices belonging to
the guywho runs Illinois and draws
all theward, legislative and congres-
sionalmaps that controlwhowins
andwho loses in this state.

BossMadigan.
In the parking lot in the back, I

spotted a young guy, neatly dressed.
I asked if heworked forMike.

Yes, he said, and asked if he could
help.

Where’re the tree trimmers?The
trucks?They’re always in the parking
lot.Where are they?

“Not now,” said the young guy. “You
knowwhat’s going on. The trimmers
are out there trimmin’ trees.”

I’m a journalist, I said. The kid’s
eyeswidened, andhe stepped back as
if I had theBlackPlague.

“Now I knowwho you are,” he said,
smile gone. “I’ve got nothing.”

Awell-trained lad, and I’m sure
BossMadiganwas like himyears ago,
observant, courteous, but cautious.

The story goes thatMadigan’s 13th

WardDemocratic organization pur-
chased tree-trimming equipment and
a few trucks some years ago.Madigan
is a planner.He doesn’twant hisward
politics subject to changingmayoral
whims.

And this is election time. Voters
want their trees trimmed. It isn’t sexy
politics, or tribal passion onTwitter.
But it does get votes.

That’swhatMichael J.Madigan,
longest-serving stateHouse speaker
inAmerica, chairman of the Illinois
Democratic Party and committeeman
of the 13thWardRegularDemocratic
Organization, is all about.

Votes.
“He doesn’t play at politics,” said

a longtime friend. “He’s about hard
work anddetail year after year and
taking care of his voters. The tree
trimmers are the perfect example
ofwhatMikeMadigan is all about:
detail.”

Please don’t cry andmelt and think
I’m going soft onBossMadigan. And
don’t get hysterical. AfterGov. Bruce
Rauner reads this, he’s apt to accuse
meof beingMikeMadigan’s secret
swarthy son.

I don’t like the idea of a boss, and
Madigan is allwrong for Illinois and
has been for years, and I’vewritten
about him thatway, for years, as the
Khan ofMadiganistan, as theNight
King, as a dictator.

His press operation is snotty, and
Democratic state reps—after brag-
ging about how independent they’ll
be if elected—all drop to their knees
at his approach.

He controls it all. Andhemakes a
private fortune reducing property
taxes throughhis lawbusinesswhile
also controllingwhobecomesCook
County assessor, and this is a steam-
ing pile of conflict of interest.

But he’s not the only one. Republi-
can politicos do it too. And 14thWard
Ald. EdBurke, aDemocraticward-
lord, andMadigan friend, alsomakes
a fine living in the law reducing prop-
erty taxes.

Burke slipped up recently, stalling a
proposedCityCouncil order that
could have raised property taxes for

buildings owned by clients of Burke’s
law firm. YetChicago’s Board of Eth-
ics, led byChairmanWilliamConlon,
clearedBurke the other day, saying
basically that Burke really didn’t
knowwhat Burkewas doing.

Burke didn’t knowwhat hewas
doing?Conlon, are youmad?

That’s a laugh theChicagoWay.
ButMadigan doesn’t slip up like that.

Madigan, now75,will never retire.
AndBurke, about the same age,who
also runs a fineward organization,
won’t either. Retirement isn’t an op-
tion. For them it’s either death or
federal subpoena.

If they retire, they’ll just be two old
Irish guyswithmoney. They love the
work, the titles and the action.

The other evening at a political
panel discussion for theLincoln
Forum—withTribune colleagues
KristenMcQueary andEric Zorn—
Iwas asked to name the one person in
Illinois politics Imost respect.

Michael J.Madigan, I told them.
Ooooh, the crowd laughed as if it

were a joke. A few tweeted it out, for
the shock value.

But it’s no joke.
Most politiciansworry about their

image.Madiganworries about votes
and control.Hewakes up earlier than
they, heworks harder, he’s smarter,
more disciplined andhe keeps his
mouth shut. Unlike someRepublicans
you know, he never lies to his friends.

That’swhyhe’s held power for so
long. I don’t love him. But I respect
hiswill and craft.

“Hehas the bestward organization
in the city,” said another friend. “He
pays attention towhat his precinct
captains do,what his voterswant.
Their dog gets out of the pound. Their
jury summons is taken care of. It’s all
detail andhardwork.”

Andhe gets the trees trimmed at
election time.

Listen to “TheChicagoWay” podcast
featuring JohnKass and Jeff Carlin at
http://wgnradio.com/category/
wgn-plus/thechicagoway.

jskass@chicagotribune.com

There are reasons Michael J. Madigan is the longest-serving state House speaker in the U.S.: votes and control.

BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2017

John Kass

One Illinois politician
I respect: Boss Madigan
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ALL-NEW 2018 SHOW WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

I’ve reviewed about4,000 shows.
None can compare to what I saw tonight.”
—Richard Connema, renowned Broadway critic

“Absolutely theNo.1 show in the world.
No other company or any style can match this!”
—Kenn Wells, former lead dancer of the English National Ballet

“Demonstrating the highest realm in arts.”
—Chi Cao, principal dancer with the Birmingham Royal Ballet

“Absolutely the greatest of the great!
It must be experienced.”
—Christine Walevska, “goddess of the cello”, watched Shen Yun 5 times

“This is the highest and best of what humans can produce.”
—Oleva Brown-Klahn, singer and musician

—“AWE-INSPIRING!” —Broadway World

NEW SHOW ADDED!
Rosemont Theatre
Mar 25 Sun 6:00pm

APR 5–8
Aurora

Paramount Theatre

APR 12–15
Chicago

Harris Theater

MAR 21–25
Rosemont

Rosemont Theatre

ShenYun.com/Chicago
888-99-SHOWS (74697)

Tickets

Prices: $80- $200

FormerFBIDirector
James Comey will
speak in Chicago in
April at a Chicago Hu-
manities Festival event
to promote his forth-
coming book, the festi-
val announced Thurs-
day afternoon.

Comey’s memoir “A
Higher Loyalty” is
hotly anticipated because the
career law enforcement official
was fired by President Donald
Trump last year, a move widely
believed to be linked to the
investigation into the Trump

administration led by
special counselRobert
Mueller.

The talk will take
place at 7 p.m. April 20
in the Harris Theater
forMusic andDance in
MillenniumPark.

Tickets for “CHF
PresentsJamesComey:
Higher Loyalty” go on

sale to festival members March
22 and to the general public
March 28; 312-605-8444 and
www.chicagohumanities.org.

—Steve Johnson

Comey to speak
at Humanities Fest

Comey

A photo-op that Chicago
Mayor Rahm Emanuel would
have loved to claim for himself
instead went to Los Angeles
MayorEricGarcetti thisweek.

Billionaire filmmakerGeorge
Lucas and his multimillionaire
businesswoman wife, Mellody
Hobson, broke ground on their
Lucas Museum of Narrative Art
in front of themedia andcelebri-
ties includingStevenSpielberg.

“I think it’s important to have
a museum that, as I was joking
and saying, supports all the
orphan arts that nobody else
wants to see, but that everybody
loves,” Lucas told the crowd in

sunny Los Angeles before grab-
binga silver shovel and throwing
somedirt for the cameras.

Whether you feel, asEmanuel
does, that Lucas’ decision to
build in LA over his first choice,
Chicago, was a missed opportu-
nity for Chicago or, as the
Friends of the Parks organiza-
tion does, that Lucas was at-
tempting to run roughshod over
local concerns and the law by
building on the lakefront,
Wednesday’s ceremony was an
opportunity to wonder what
might have been.

—KimJanssen

Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, Mellody Hob-
son, Francis Ford Coppola, Steven Spielberg and George Lucas in LA.

MYUNG J. CHUN/LOS ANGELES TIMES

Lucas Museum breaks ground in LA

In drama befitting reality TV, it
appears White Sox top pitching
prospect Michael Kopech’s rela-
tionship status changesminute by
minute.

Citing multiple unnamed
sources, Us Weekly reported
Kopech and “Don’t BeTardy” star
Brielle Biermann ended their
relationship Tuesday after nearly
two years of dating because of
their conflicting schedules.

Biermann’s mom, “The Real
Housewives of Atlanta” star Kim
Zolciak, denied the report
Wednesday on Twitter. Biermann
also seemed surprised to hear the
news. When an Instagram com-
menter mentioned the split, Bier-
mann wrote Wednesday: “What?
(Where) did u read that?”

But on Thursday morning,
Biermann tweeted: “It is true. We
have a lot going on right now we
decided it would be for the best.
What’s meant to be will always
be.” Then she deleted the tweet.

Eleven minutes later she
tweeted: “Still together.” She de-
leted that tweet too.

Biermann, 21, lives in Atlanta,
where she shoots “Don’t Be
Tardy,” aBravonetwork showthat
followsher family.Kopech, 21, has
been in Sox spring training camp
inArizona. Biermann andKopech
began dating long distance inMay
2016.ThepairattendedSoxFest in
Chicago in January.

—Tracy Swartz

Brielle Biermann, left, and Michael
Kopech at Guaranteed Rate Field
before a White Sox game in 2017.

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Sox prospect’s
relationship status
varies via Twitter

Five-foot-8 guard Chase Ad-
ams placed an equipment case
behind the podium in Orr Acad-
emy’s auditorium, then stood on
top of it next to 6-5 teammate
DannieSmith. “Feels good tobe
Dannie’s height for a change,”
Adams said to laughs from stu-
dents, faculty and alumni.

All season Adams had a chip
on his shoulder roughly the size
of that case, and he used it to
elevate himself on the court, too,
after two years of struggles after
his brother, Drake, died of a
health issue. Smith lost an uncle
and two friends to gun violence
over the past year but similarly
he rose above his grief.

Last week, Orr coasted to a
second straight 2A state basket-
ball championship with a 76-49
win overWinnebago. OnThurs-
day, the Spartans celebrated
with fellow students at theWest
Garfield Park school.

“Weput thenaysayers tosleep
because they said we can never
do this,” coach Lou Adams said
after the rally.

During the ceremony, the
audience was shown clips from
“Shots in the Dark,” the Fox
Sports documentary that fol-
lowed prior Orr teams and the
gritty realities players faced on

theWestSide (itwillbescreened
at the schoolMarch 23).

Some of the central figures in
that film lost friends to gun
violence or were victims them-
selves, and it’s something Smith
can relate to today.

“Just last year when we came
home from winning state I lost
my uncle. During the season I
lost my two twin friends to gun
violence,” Smith said.

Adams went through his own
demons after his brother died.
His play at Marian Catholic
suffered and recruiters stopped
calling. But things picked up
afterhe transferred toOrr forhis
seniorseason. “BeinghereatOrr,
there are people here that have
lost closepeople, likeDannie lost
his best friend, Ed. Me and
Dannie got really, really, really
close throughout the season.
Lou definitely helped me
through it a lot,” Adams said.

Now Adams has caught the
eyes of schools such as Illinois-
Chicago; Smith leans toward
Kent State. Asked about the
schools that lost interest, Adams
said—with a smile— “(they) are
definitely going to feel it when
I go to college.”

—Phil Thompson

Dannie Smith, left, laughs with teammate Chase Adams during
Thursday’s celebration of Orr Academy’s state basketball crown.

KRISTEN NORMAN/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Fresh off doc, Orr hoops
takes another victory lap
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CHICAGOLAND

It’s stormydays and stormynights
Here on the ship of state
I’m rocked and tossed as e’er I try
Tomake this country great.

Stormy! StormyDaniels!
She’s the blondewith big, um, hair
She says I cheated onmywife
She talks of an affair.

She claims therewas a cover-up
She blabs of “nondisclosure”
I’ll tell youwhat she reallywants—
Moremoney and exposure.

I’ll fight that stormwith allmy force
My legal team is super
Justwatch ’em squashher interview
WithAndersonHaysCooper.

But Stormy’s not the only storm!
I’m lashed bywickedwind!
ThankGod I’ve gotmy constant
mate—
My iPhone,my best friend.

She’s always there, she listens
She obeysme and she’s sweet
It’s thanks to her that I could fire
RexTillerson by tweet.

Yo, Rex, you calledmemoron
NowI’vemade youwalk the plank!
Your dinghy onmy ship of state
Was tiny and it sank.

Aye, stormydays and stormynights
The gossip loud as thunder
Those lies that I love Putin?
That I usemy clout to plunder?

THERE’SNOCOLLUSION,ZERO
PROOF!
DON’THEEDTHOSELIB’RL
SAPS!
(YOUKNOWTHATYOUCAN
TRUSTME
WHENITWEETITALL IN
CAPS.)

This ship of state gets lonely, sigh
MyonlyHope’s resigning
Mywife prefers her separate life
The press is alwayswhining.

Thewaves keep crashing onmy
prow
Moremendive off the deck
NowGaryCohn’s jumped overboard
MyCabinet is awreck.

Somanyhave abandoned ship
But still I stay afloat
Despite the evil FakeNews folks
Who try to sinkmyboat.

Yes, Cap’nTrump’s courageous!
I’ve got grit and I’ve got guts
And I amhere to tell you
How to save us all fromnuts:

Weneed to armour teachers
Andwe also need to pray
The thingwemust not ever do
Is block theNRA.

Andout along the borders
Where theworld is full of strangers
BigCap’nTrumpwill shield us
From the evil, foreign dangers

I put a tariff on our steel
On solar panels too!
I fought off those free-traders
Whowere crying boohoohoo.

I lied for fun! Because I could!
To cuteMonsieurTrudeau.
I saidwehad a deficit
He said, “That isn’t so!”

It doesn’t reallymatter
If I’mwrong or if I’m right
Whatmatters is survival
Who’s the lastman in the fight.

Aye, Cap’nTrump is sailing
Where you’ve never gone before
And sometimes itmay feel a bit
Like sailing intowar.

And so I guidemy shaky ship
Into uncharted seas
I’m gonnameetwithRocketMan!
Iwant some credit, please!

I said I’d nevermeet that dude
I said hewas theworst!
But Iwill domost anything
If I can do it first.

These stormsmay last forever
But I say, “Full speed ahead!”
I’m goingwhere Iwant to go
Despitemypeople’s dread.

mschmich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@MarySchmich

Mary Schmich

TrumPoem:
Stormy time
aboard this
ship of state

Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s plan
to spend $8.5 billion upgrading
O’Hare International Airport
sailed through its first City
Council test Thursday, soon af-
terAmericanAirlinesagreedtoa
late-night deal to drop its oppo-
sition.

The council Aviation Com-
mittee adopted an ordinance
allowing for new lease and use
agreements for the gates at
O’Hare to pay for the eight-year
project, though some details
remained elusive hours after
sources said City Hall agreed to
speed up construction of three
new gates American would use
in the future. The vote was
unanimous despite concern
fromAfrican-American andLat-
ino aldermen about minority
hiring on the project, suggesting
the full project is on track for
eventual approval.

The kumbayamoment at City
Hall came after American spent
weeks behind the scenes pro-
testing the agreement. The air-
line said the city had secretly
agreedtoprovide fivemoregates
to its rival, United Airlines.
American sought its own gate
deal.

Emanuel publicly framed
American’s opposition in recent
weeks as a normal negotiating
tactic. OnThursdaymorning, he
appeared onWGN-AM 720 and
said the airline decided to get on

boardas theAviationCommittee
vote loomed and American
understood it wasn’t going to be
able to stop theO’Haredeal from
advancing.

“I think the basic way to look
at this, there’s a vote today in
committee, everybody realized
what was going to happen, the
writing was there,” Emanuel
said on “The Steve Cochran
Show.” “And my view is, I’ve
always had this when I repre-
sented President (Barack)
Obama, President (Bill) Clinton,
mywhole thing incontractswith
organized labor, my door is
alwaysopen if you’re going to try
to figure out how to get to a ‘Yes.’

“If your position is ‘No way,’
that’snot reallycooperative.And
when people realized that we
were going to win today, I think
there was a lot of focus and
things that were not possible, all
of a sudden people realized ‘OK,’
and I’m happy American’s part
of the winning team and that
means they’re going to be part of
theO’HareandChicagowinning
team.”

Reflecting the last-minute na-
ture of the agreement, city Chief
Financial Officer Carole Brown
told aldermenThursday that the
specifics of the expedited gate
construction are still being
workedout. She said thecityhad
originally planned to build the
three gates starting in late 2021,
when a communications facility
in that part of the airport had
been moved. Instead, the city

will work with American to try
to figure out a way to do so
sooner.

“We can’t tell you, and we
aren’t clear what that will look
like orwhat that plan is, because
we did just agree to this late last
night,” Brown said. “And so,
what we will be doing in the
coming weeks is working with,
actually, all the airline carriers to
kind of see what that plan looks
like, and working specifically
with American to see if we can
figure out a way to build those
gates while AT&T is working to
relocate that facility.”

The lease ordinance still must
get backing from the full City
Council, and a separate bond
deal of up to $4 billion also is
awaiting aldermanic approval.
But Thursday’s vote is a clear
indication the huge project —
which Emanuel wants to point
to as a massive job creator and
infrastructure improvement
when he runs for re-election in
2019— is on itsway.

The full cost is to be covered
by airline ticket fees, with no
taxpayer money slated to be
used, according toEmanuel.

There will be ongoing pres-
sure fromAfrican-Americanand
Latino aldermen to try to make
sure minority businesses and
residents get big enough shares
of the 60,000 jobs city officials
claimwillbecreatedthroughthe
overhaul. But the council black
and Latino caucuses have not
tried to band together to use

their votes to hold up the deal
until they get more ironclad
assurances.

Far South Side Ald. Carrie
Austin, 34th, called for city
aviation officials to give frequent
updatesonwhichcompaniesare
getting contracts at the airport
project and how many minor-
ities they have hired.

And South Side Ald. David
Moore, 17th, said that given the
size of the deal, the city should
look to codify minority partici-
pation numbers within the ordi-
nance or specific contracts,
rather than simply including
minority and women-owned
business goals, which contrac-
tors often don’tmeet.

Brown said the city could
potentially codify the reporting
to aldermen of minority partici-
pation in specific airport con-
struction contracts but said fed-
eral aviation contracting rules
likely constrainwhat thecity can
do in terms of guaranteeing
minority job numbers.

Latino Caucus Chairman Ald.
Gilbert Villegas, 36th, said he
andBlackCaucusChairmanAld.
Roderick Sawyer, 6th, would
craft an ordinance to create a
City Council commission
charged with monitoring the
minority participation in the
O’Hare project and directing
contractors to reach out to
groups that could benefit from
theopportunity to apply for jobs.

jebyrne@chicagotribune.com

$8.5B O’Hare plan advances
after late deal with American
By John Byrne
Chicago Tribune

In a significant setback, an
Afghan War veteran and green
card holder who later served
time in prison on a felony drug
conviction has been denied citi-
zenship, immigration officials
saidThursday.

Miguel Perez Jr., 39, had
petitioned immigration officials
to be granted retroactive citi-
zenship dating to when he
joined the military in 2001. He
interviewed with two immigra-
tion officials Thursdaymorning.

But despite thehopesofPerez
and his backers, including U.S.
Sen. TammyDuckworth, his bid
was denied.

“To be eligible for naturaliza-
tion, you must demonstrate that
you are a person of good moral
character,” the letter from U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration
Services said. “Because you have
been convicted of an aggravated
felony on or after Nov. 29, 1990,
you are unable to demonstrate
good moral character; therefore
you are permanently ineligible
for naturalization.”

Chris Bergin, the attorney for
Perez, was called back to the
immigration offices hours after
the interview and handed the
decision in a sealed envelope.

“It said they were denying

him citizenship based
on a lack of good moral
character — once again
the drug conviction,”
said Bergin, adding that
he would appeal the
ruling. “So I went and
talked to Miguel and
gave him the bad news.
He was disappointed,
obviously. But he said,
‘I’mnotgivingup.We’regoing to
keep fighting.’ ”

The ruling is not the end of
Perez’s battle to remain in the
U.S., though it represents a
significant defeat. Last month,
Duckworth, an Illinois Democ-
rat, used a little-known legisla-
tive maneuver by introducing a
private immigrationreliefbill for
Perez, who served two tours in
Afghanistan but has no access to
veteran benefits and has been
ordered to return to his native
Mexico. Private bills, which are
intended to help specific indi-
viduals, havebeen introducedby
dozens of members of Congress
this past year. Their success rate
is generally low.

“Mr. Perez has been detained
for months, separated from his
family and left without access to
the care he needs, deserves and
has earned,” Duckworth said
Thursday. “If the military and
our government hadn’t failed
Mr. Perez multiple times, he’d
never have been in this predic-
ament to begin with. He earned
the opportunity to remain in this
country when he vowed to
defend it in our military, but
today’s decision is yet another

example of our nation
failing him once
more.”

U.S. Rep. Bobby
Rush, D-Ill., also con-
demned the decision
to deny Perez citi-
zenship, calling it “un-
American.”

“Miguel Perez Jr.
bravely served our

country inAmerica’s longestwar
and today he was denied the
privilege of citizenship after
selflessly fighting for our shared
American values. This is immor-
al,” Rush said in a statement.

Perez enlisted in the military
before 9/11 and served until
2004, Duckworth said this week
in a letter to the top official for
the Chicago district of U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Serv-
ices. Perez was deployed to
Afghanistan and servedwith the
2nd Battalion 3rd Special Forces
Group, where he participated in
numerous classified missions,
Duckworth said.

After his military service,
Perez sought treatment at the
VeteransAffairshospital inMay-
wood, where doctors diagnosed
him with post-traumatic stress
disorder. He was to return for
more tests todetermine ifhealso
had a traumatic brain injury.

In the meantime, he recon-
nected with a childhood friend
who provided free drugs and
alcohol. On Nov. 26, 2008, while
with that friend, Perez handed a
laptop case containing cocaine
to an undercover officer. Perez
pleadedguilty to thedrugcharge

and served half of a 15-year
prison sentence.

While Perez was convicted of
delivering less than 100 grams of
cocaine, prosecutors have said
he was arrested for delivering
much more and received a re-
duced sentence after a plea deal.

Prosecutors also pointed out
that Perez was given a general
discharge from themilitary after
a drug infraction.

Perez said he discovered the
citizenship oversight when he
was summoned to immigration
court before his September 2016
release from Hill Correctional
Center inGalesburg, Ill.

Instead of heading home to
Chicago from prison, Perez was
placed in the custody of Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment and transferred to a Wis-
consin detention center for im-
migrants awaiting deportation.

While in ICE custody, Perez
this yearwent on ahunger strike
that has since ended. He was
transferred to a detention center
in Kankakee after the center in
Kenosha placed him in solitary
confinement.

In an interview from the
center in Kankakee, Perez said
hewoulddefendtheU.S.again in
a heartbeat. “I went through the
system because I knew the
system was going to come back
and look out for me. It’s the
people who get into difficult
positions. That’s not the Consti-
tution or the country’s fault.”

mbrachear@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@TribSeeker

Esperanza Perez is comforted after hearing that her son Miguel Perez, a veteran facing deportation, was denied U.S. citizenship on Thursday.
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U.S. denies veteran’s bid for citizenship
Government cites
green card holder’s
felony drug conviction
ByManya Brachear
Pashman
Chicago Tribune
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Five men whose drug con-
victions were thrown out be-
cause of the involvement of
corrupt former Chicago police
Sgt. RonaldWatts were denied
certificates of innocence
Thursday because they had
been given sentences of proba-
tion, not prison.

Cook County Judge LeRoy
K. Martin Jr. said he had no
choice, citing a state law that
requires an exoneree be sen-
tenced to “a term of impris-
onment” to qualify for a certifi-
cate of innocence.

“Maybe the Appellate Court
will reverse me, and it would
probably be the first time that
I’d beOKbeing reversedby the
Appellate Court,” Martin, pre-
siding judge of the Criminal
Division, said at a hearing in
the Leighton Criminal Court
Building.

The five denied certificates
were among 15 whose Watts-
related drug convictions were
tossed out by Martin in No-
vemberduringwhat isbelieved
to be the county’s first mass
exoneration.

Nine of the men who had
each served time in prison had
already been granted the cer-
tificates lastmonth.

The final individual, Shaun
James, who was initially sen-
tenced to probation but ended
up serving time in prison for
violating that probation, was
granted a certificate Thursday
byMartin.

Another man, Leonard Gip-
son, who had three separate
convictions tossed out during
the mass exoneration in No-
vember, had been granted a
certificate last month for the
lone conviction for which he
served time in prison. On
Thursday,Martin granted Gip-
son certificates for the two
other Watts-related convic-
tions after determining his
boot camp sentences qualified
him for the certificates.

A certificate of innocence
further clears exonerees’
names and allows them to
recoup tens of thousands of
dollars from the state for their
wrongful imprisonment.

Attorney Joshua Tepfer,
who has represented all 15
men, has argued that the state
statute’s definition of “impris-
onment” should be broadly
interpreted to include proba-
tion, county jail and boot camp
aswell as prison.

Martin said Thursday he
took that stance into consider-
ation but ultimately had no
choice but to exclude the men
who served probation instead
of time in custody.

“I believe that the correct
interpretation of the statute is
that you do have to serve a
period of imprisonment to
qualify for a certificate of
innocence,”hesaid. “I read it as
liberally as I possibly can.”

Tepfer said he intends to
appeal Martin’s denials,
though Clarissa Glenn, whose
Watts-related drug conviction
was tossed out in 2016, has an
appeal pending after Martin
denied her a certificate of
innocence because of her pro-
bation sentence.

The Chicago Tribune has
written several front-page sto-
ries detailing the scandal over
Watts’ nearly decadelong run
of corruption at a South Side
public housing development.
Watts has repeatedly been ac-
cused of forcing residents and
drug dealers alike to pay a
“protection” tax and putting
bogus cases on those who
refused to do so.

Watts and an officer under
his command were sent to
federal prison in 2013 for steal-
ing money from a drug courier
who had been working as an
FBI informant.

After the mass exoneration
of the 15 men in November,
Chicago police officials said
that one sergeant and six offi-
cers who worked with Watts
were removed from street du-
ties and placed on paid desk
duty while their conduct years
agowas investigated.

Nearly two dozen people
have had their Watts-related
convictions thrown out in re-
cent years. Reviews of poten-
tially hundreds more are
underway by the state’s attor-
ney’s office’s Conviction Integ-
rityUnit.

mcrepeau@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@crepeau

5 men
won’t get
innocence
certificate
Serving probation,
not prison time,
made them ineligible
ByMegan Crepeau
Chicago Tribune

his motion to refer the order to
the Finance Committee that he
controls as chairman, Conlon
added.

The order, which sought to
have the council require Mayor
Rahm Emanuel’s administration
to take steps to increase the
property taxassessmentonseven
commercial properties, was in-
troduced at a Januarymeeting by
Ald. Ricardo Munoz, 22nd.
Munoz passed around copies of
his proposal at the meeting but
did not specifically give one to
Burke, he said.

As the Tribune first reported,
Munozasked to send theorder to
the Housing Committee, whose
chairman had agreed to give it a
hearing, but Burke called for it to
instead go to Finance. When
there are conflicting calls for
committee assignment, matters
are sent to the Rules Committee,
where they often wither on the
vine.

The seven properties cited in
theorderweresoldformorethan
twice as much as Cook County
Assessor Joseph Berrios valued
them,Munoz contends.

Two of the properties are
owned by companies that
Burke’s law firm has saved mil-
lions of dollars in property taxes
by appealing to lower the assess-
ments that are used to determine
tax bills. The lower the assess-
ment, the less paid in taxes.

If Munoz’s proposal passed,
and the city succeeded in in-

Ald. Edward Burke has been
cleared by an ethics panel that
looked into whether he violated
city conflict-of-interest rules
when he sidelined an effort to
increase the property taxes paid
by the owners of two buildings
his law firm represents.

Board of Ethics Chairman
William Conlon issued a state-
ment Wednesday that said the
alderman “submitted compelling
evidence” that he did not know
the proposed City Council “or-
der” he stalled could have af-
fected firms represented by his
law firm, Klafter & Burke, in
property tax appeals cases.

“He had never received a copy
of the order and never prior to
the meeting informed of the
order or what the order con-
tained,” Conlon said. The ethics
board also posted its opinion
online.

Although Conlon did not
name Burke specifically, in keep-
ing with ethics board rules, the
facts he recited were identical to
those in a complaint about Burke
referred to the board.

Burke, who is now aware that
the order could affect his firm’s
clients, has pledged to withdraw

creasingassessments, theowners
of the seven buildings, including
the two represented by Klafter &
Burke, would pay more in prop-
erty taxes.

City code states that “no offi-
cial or employee shall make or
participate in the making of any
governmental decision with re-
spect to any matter in which he
has any financial interest,”
earned money from during the
past year or expects to earn
money from in the coming year.

Munoz’sproposalwas spurred
by“TheTaxDivide”an investiga-
tion published by the Chicago
Tribune and ProPublica Illinois
that found that many large com-
mercial properties are underas-
sessed, punishing small busi-
nesses and shifting more of the
tax burden onto homeowners.

In a coda to his statement,
Conlon said “the board finds it
surprising and inefficient that
the City Council does not have a
rule requiring that written or-
ders, resolutions and the like be
circulated to all members of the
council in advance of their intro-
duction and consideration.

“To allow documents obvi-
ously prepared in advance not to
be circulated to alderpersons and
the administration undercuts the
integrity of the process and
diminishes public confidence in
the operation of city govern-
ment.”

hdardick@chicagotribune.com

Ald. Edward Burke’s law firm represents clients seeking to reduce their property taxes on appeal.
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Ethics board: Burke didn’t
violate city conflict rules
Alderman found not to
have known move could
affect firm’s tax clients
By Hal Dardick
Chicago Tribune

Slain Chicago police Cmdr.
Paul Bauer was shot six times,
including twice in the head,
according to autopsy records
released Thursday by the Cook
County medical examiner’s of-
fice.

The first paramedic to Bauer’s
side shortly after hewas shot last
month outside the Thompson
Center in the Loop found no
pulse, the records show.

Shomari Legghette, a four-
time felon, was arrested at the
scene and indicted on 56 felony
counts of first-degree murder,
armed violence, and weapons
and drug offenses. Prosecutors
intend to seek a life sentence for
Legghette, 44, if he is convicted
inBauer’s killing.Hehas pleaded
not guilty.

Bauer, 53, a 31-year depart-
ment veteran who led the Near
North patrol district, was shot
twice in the head, twice on the
right sideofhischest,onceonthe
left side of his neck and once in
his right forearm, the autopsy
report showed.

He suffered scrapes to the
right side of his forehead, right
knee and left leg, as well as
contusions to his right wrist and
right knee, according to the
report.

One of two cellphones in

Bauer’s possession was damaged
by the gunfire, according to the
records.

Dr. Timothy Fagen, the assist-
ant medical examiner who per-
formed the autopsy, determined
that Bauer died of multiple gun-
shotwounds.

Authorities have said tactical
police officers approached Leg-
ghette at State Street and Lower
Wacker Drive about 1:45 p.m.
Feb. 13 to ask him about a
shooting that happened in the
area several days earlier, but he
took off running.

Bauer, downtown for a meet-
ing with aldermen after attend-
ing training for mass shootings
earlier in the day, heard the radio
callofa fleeingsuspect.Moments
later, he saw Legghette running
nearby and gave chase on foot,
authorities said.

Bauer chased down Legghette
at the top of a stairwell outside
the Thompson Center and tried
to detain him, authorities said,
but the two struggled. Legghette
stumbled down the stairs, and
Bauer either fell or followed him
down the stairs to a landing.

The struggle continued there
before Legghette drew a hand-
gun and fired seven shots, fatally
wounding Bauer, authorities
said.

At 1:54 p.m., a “10-1” emer-
gency call of an officer in need of
assistance went out over the

police radio, according to an
investigative report enclosed in
the autopsy records.

A Fire Department paramedic
from Ambulance 42 heard “offi-
cer down, send an ambulance”
over the police radio, according
to a Fire Department report also
made public Thursday.

When the paramedic arrived,
Bauer was lying prone on the
below-street stairwell landing,
the report said. His weapon was
still holstered, and his police
radio and handcuffs were found
next to his body.

Paramedics spotted at least
one bullet wound to the back
of Bauer’s head, according to
the Fire Department report. A
paramedic then turned Bauer
over and cut open his jacket and
shirt to look for any other
wounds, the report said. He was
givenCPR.

Several police officers helped
move Bauer onto a stretcher and
up the stairwell, the report said.
Bauer was then rushed to the
ambulance. He was pronounced
dead at Northwestern Memorial
Hospital at 2:12 p.m.

Officers found a loaded 9 mm
handgunwithanextendedclip in
Legghette’s coat pocket, as well
asheroin,marijuanaandcocaine,
authorities have said.

jgorner@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@JeremyGorner

Slain Cmdr. Bauer was shot 6 times,
including in head, autopsy shows
By Jeremy Gorner
Chicago Tribune

A jury sided with a Zion police
officer Thursday, rejecting claims
he used excessive force and doc-
tored the scene in the shooting
death of a teenager nearly three
years ago.

Jurors also found that the city
of Zion, also named in the civil
lawsuit brought by the family of
17-year-oldJustusHowell,wasnot
liable for damages in the shooting.

Officer Eric Hill shot the teen
twice in the back during a brief
foot chase in April 2015 in the
2300 block of Gilead Avenue in
Zion.

Jurors deliberated over three
days after attorneys rested their
casesTuesday afternoon.

“My son did not get justice in
this life,” said the teen’s mother,
LaToya Howell, 36, after the
verdict.

Hill testified in a Chicago fed-
eral courtroom that the teenager
turned during the pursuit and
pointed a gun at him. His attor-
neysargued thatHill felt hewas in
imminent danger.

“We’re happy that Officer Hill
has been exonerated,” defense
attorneyThomasDiCianni said.

Forensic evidence and testi-
mony about surveillance video
presented at trial by attorneys for
the plaintiff indicated the teen
was nearly doubled over when he
was shot. Attorneys for Howell’s
family argued this was inconsis-
tentwithHill’s original story after
the shooting.

They also accused the officer of
“doctoring” the scene of the
shooting and orchestrating a cov-
er-up to hide hismistake.

The chasewas sparked by a call
topolice reportinga fightbetween
two men and gunshots, author-
ities have said.

Howell tried to steal a semi-
automatic handgun from a man
whom he arranged to meet and
buy the weapon from for $600,
authorities said.

Video shows the two men
fighting, and the gun discharged
during the scuffle. Hill responded
to the call along with a college
intern who was riding with him
that day.

In closing statements Tuesday,
attorneys used surveillance video
of the shooting to craft different
stories of what happened. Jurors
had access to both the original
video and an enhanced version
during deliberations.

Notes sent from the jury to U.S.
District Judge Thomas Durkin
during deliberations indicated ju-
rors had been at an impasse over
one of the charges in the lawsuit,
although the notes did not indi-
cate which charge had stalled
jurors, beforeThursday’s ruling.

Clyde McLemore, founder of
Lake County Black Lives Matter,
attended some of the proceedings
prior to Thursday and said hewas
“really devastated” to learn of the
jury’s decision.

“This is a fine example of what
iswrongwith the justice systemin
America,” he said, adding that he
viewed video during the trial that
wasshownframebyframeand,“It
showedhedidn’t have a gun in his
hand.”

McLemore added that he felt
someof the jurors didn’t seem like
they were buying the police offi-
cer’s testimony.

“He was so nervous he spilled
an entire cup of water on the
stand,” he said, adding that he
could have understood a hung
jury after two days of deliber-
ations but not a dismissal of the
lawsuit.

“If one police officer gets away
with it, then there will be more
andmore,” he said.

According to McLemore, the
trial was hard on the family, with
Howell’s mother having to leave
the room when the video of the
shootingwas shown.

On Thursday, the plaintiffs’
attorney, Andrew M. Stroth, said
theHowell familywas“devastated
by the decision.”

Nick Swedberg is a freelance re-
porter for the News-Sun. News-
Sun reporter Frank Abderholden
contributed.

Jury clears
officer of
excessive
force
Mother of fatally shot
teen: ‘My son did not
get justice in this life’
By Nick Swedberg
News-Sun

Justus Howell

HOWELL FAMILY
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tronage, those folks still command
troops who can turn out the vote.
Berrios also controls campaign
accounts that started the year
with nearly $2.4 million and have
collected more than $300,000
since then.

But Kaegi’s central campaign
theme of unfairness in the assess-
ment system got a big boost in
June, when the Chicago Tribune
and ProPublica Illinois began
publishing “The Tax Divide.” The
investigation found that assess-
ments under Berrios tended to
make property taxes lower than
they should have been on more
expensive homes and higher than
warranted on less expensive ones,
with minority communities being
hit particularly hard.

Those findings were recently
corroborated by an independent
study commissioned by County
Board President Toni Preckwin-
kle andBerrios.

The problems with the assess-
ment system also have led some
Democratic leaders tobreak ranks
with Berrios. Several congress-
men, including U.S. Reps. Bobby
Rush and Robin Kelly, aldermen
and county officials have en-
dorsed Kaegi — and a handful of
ward committeemen left the as-
sessor’s race off their palm cards
that indicate whom they are
backing, Democratic sources said.
Kaegi also is backed by independ-
ent Democrats trying to catch a
party reform wave spurred on by
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 2016
presidential bid.

In thewake of the independent
study, Berrios has pledged to fix
the system, contending the identi-
fiedproblemsare40yearsold.But
critics point out thatwhenhe first
ran in 2010 he promised to “fairly
assess properties at market value”
and in 2015 never fully imple-
mented a new assessment model
designed to address known flaws
in the system.Kaegi sayshe’ll start
fixing the system on “Day One,”
andRaila also says she’ll take steps
tomake the system fairer.

Also fueling Kaegi’s campaign
are Berrios’ ethics disputes. The
assessorhasbeencalledoutby the
county Board of Ethics for hiring
relatives and accepting campaign
contributions exceeding county
limits from property tax appeals
lawyers who seek decisions from
his office that benefit their bottom
lines. Berrios went to court to
overturn the ethics panel deci-
sions, maintaining the County
Board was trying to place con-
straints on him that it didn’t have

the power to impose.
The appeals cases, both to his

office and the county Board of
Review on which Berrios served
for 22 years, only make the
problems with assessments
worse, theTribune concludedand
the independent study confirmed.
And successful property tax ap-
peals benefit Berrios’ political
allies: Madigan, who’s also chair-
manof the stateDemocraticParty,
and 14th Ward Ald. Edward
Burke, who plays a key role in the
county Democratic Party. Both
own tax appeals law firms.

Early in his tenure, Berrios was
called out by the courts for
violating so-called Shakman rules
that bar political considerations in
most hiring and promotion deci-
sions, a reprimand that cost
county taxpayers $529,000.
Berrios’ office is still under court
oversight in that arena and has
been slow to adopt reforms, ac-
cording to court-appointed
watchdogs.

There’s also an issue of per-
ceived weakness in Berrios’ 31st
Ward power base. In the past four
years, hisdaughter,MariaAntonia
“Toni” Berrios, lost a race for state
representative to a progressive
newcomer, and Ald. Ray Suarez
lost a re-election contest to a
candidate backed by a Berrios
political rival. The assessor chalks
up thosedefeats to changes on the
city’sNorthwest Side.

Kaegi, a successfulmutual fund
asset manager now living in Oak
Park, has the cash to get his
message out. To date he’s pumped
more than $1.5 million of his own
money into his campaign and
raised another $400,000, using
thecashnotonly torunTVadsbut
also to wage a legal battle to try to
keepRaila off the ballot. Raila had
$35,000tostart theyearandput in
$100,000 of her own money last
monthamid thecostlycourtbattle
that restored her to the ballot.

Who’sKaegi?
The campaign pitch from

Kaegi, 46, is rooted inhis upbring-
ing. His father is a retired Uni-
versity of Chicago history profes-
sor who liked to talk about invest-

ments and politics at the dinner
table, and his mother is a onetime
Peace Corps volunteer who took
part in Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Poor People’s Campaign and
worked for a public relations
agency hired by the late Mayor
HaroldWashington.

AlthoughKaegiusedhiseduca-
tion — a bachelor’s in economics
and political science, a fellowship
studying emerging businesses in
Russia, a Stanford MBA — to rise
to a high-level job as a senior
portfolio manager at the Colum-
bia Acorn mutual fund, he had a
toe in thepoliticalwatersall along.
He did canvassingwork for utility
regulation and volunteered in
campaigns including Barack Oba-
ma’s U.S. Senate run and first
presidential campaign. Kaegi also
has contributed to several Demo-
cratic congressional campaigns, a
few local Democratic organiza-
tions,PlannedParenthoodandthe
AmericanCivil LibertiesUnion.

About six years ago he was a
fellow in Leadership Greater Chi-
cago, which was something of a
training ground for many a future
politician. One of his “classmates”
was Gilbert Villegas, who in 2015
defeated a Berrios-backed candi-
date to become 31st Ward alder-
man. Kaegi said that win, in part,
made him think he might have a
role toplay, andat any rate, hewas
getting tired of being on the
“sidelines.”

So, in consultationwith a hand-
ful of people that included his
wife, Rebecca, and Dan Seals, an
old Kenwood Academy classmate
and former congressional candi-
date, Kaegi decided to run for
assessor. Given his background in
“valuing assets,” Kaegi figured
that was a place he could make a
difference. In a recentCityClubof
Chicago speech, he pledged to
make the office “fair, ethical and
transparent” — all of which he
contends it lacks under Berrios.

Berrios’ story
Berrios, by contrast, started

working for the 31st Ward Demo-
cratic organization while at Lane
Tech, after his family moved from
Cabrini-Green toHumboldt Park.
He earned an accounting degree
fromwhat was then University of
Illinois atChicagoCircle.Hewent
to work for the city, running
parking meter collections before
moving over to what was then
known as the Board of (Tax)
Appeals and is now the Board of
Review.

In1982,with thesponsorshipof
Democratic machine politicians,

Berrios became the first Hispanic
elected to the Illinois House. Six
years later he was elected as a
commissioner of the Board of
Review — a position he held until
2010, when he was first elected
assessor.

Along the way he started a
lobbying firm and climbed in the
county party through alliances
with many politicians who later
got themselves in troublewith the
law. Among them were former
31st Ward Ald. Thomas Keane,
state Sen. EdwardNedza and 10th
Ward Ald. Edward Vrdolyak. In
2007, Berrios was chosen party
chairman by committeemen.

“I lovebeing inpolitics,”Berrios
said. “I startedwhenIwas17years
old, working precincts, and I
worked my way up through the
system. I’ve been able to achieve
things that people have always
said I wouldn’t be able to do. And
I’m very proud of what I have
done.”

Raila bio
Raila, 57, is aChicagonative, the

daughter of a radiologist and
mental health therapist. During
the 1980s she worked as an
appeals case analyst for then-
Board of (Tax) Appeals Commis-
sioner Pat Quinn. She later
worked as a taxpayer advocate
when Quinn served as comptrol-
ler underMayorWashington.

For many years, she’s been a
property tax consultant, helping
homeowners and small busi-
nesses appeal their assessments.
She filed to run for assessor in
2010, when Berrios was first
elected, but withdrew amid a
challenge to her petition signa-
tures.

In 2011, the Tribune reported
that she was receiving a home-
owner’s exemption on a second
Chicago condominium to which
she was not entitled, which saved
her more than $8,000 in tax
payments over a decade. At the
timeshesaid shedidnotknowshe
was getting two homestead ex-
emptions.

Now she fashions herself as the
person in the race who best
understands the system. “I am the
only one who has fought hard for
homeowners for 30 years,” Raila
said. “I’m the only taxpayer advo-
cate and expert on that ballot.”

The rhetoric
Berrios has served nearly two

terms and points to accomplish-
ments such as getting the tax bills
out on time for the first time in 34

years so local governments don’t
have to take out short-term loans;
increasing property tax exemp-
tions for homeowners, with even
bigger breaks for qualifying sen-
iors; and collecting tens of mil-
lions of dollars from people who
were getting exemptions towhich
theywere not entitled.

“In any other city, I would have
been on the front page, a hero,”
Berrios said.

Berrios also noted that his
office has shrunk —with 278 jobs
today, which is about 30 percent
fewerpositions thanwhenhetook
over.

And Berrios, the son of Puerto
Rican immigrant factory workers,
dismisses Kaegi as a “multimil-
lionaire” who’s trying to start a
political career in a high-level
post. “He wants to buy the office,
and I’m not going to let him buy
the office,” Berrios said.

Berrios’ Democratic organiza-
tion, however, has endorsed bil-
lionaire J.B. Pritzker in the pri-
mary for governor — in large part
becausePritzkerhas thewealth to
fund an aggressive campaign.

On the campaign trail, Kaegi
has pointed out that the bulk of
Berrios’ campaign contributions
over the years have come from
attorneys who file tax appeals.
Like Raila, Kaegi has pledged not
to accept contributions from any-
one involved in the appeals indus-
try. Kaegi also jokingly said he
won’t hire his grade-school chil-
dren to work in the office and
pledges to hire workers based on
qualifications, not whom they
know.

“People say, ‘The values he
stands for are not my values as a
Democrat,’” Kaegi said. “Pay-to-
play, transferring wealth from the
poor to the rich, delivering the
vast majority of benefits to your
campaign donors and the clients
of them, preventing the emer-
gence of other young, talented
candidates in your role as party
chairman. … People are fed up
with all of that.”

Raila is trying to fashion herself
as the candidate not beholden to
any established powers, whether
they be old-school Democrats or
members of the party’s prog-
ressive wing. And she frequently
notes she’s the only woman run-
ning for an office men have
controlled for decades.

“Joe Berrios and Kaegi are
insiders,” Raila said. “They have
the machine and the so-called
progressives with them. I have
always been an outsider.”

hdardick@chicagotribune.com

Contrasts stark, stakes high in Cook assessor race

Kaegi Raila
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proportionate amount of the tax
shift.

“Everyone — even the assessor
— now agrees that the system is
regressive,” Berry said. “But I
wanted to know how much mon-
ey is at stake. The answer is easily
in the billions. These dollars are
being taken from some of our
citizenswhocan least afford it and
used to pay the taxes of the
wealthy. It’s unconscionable.”

The assessor’s office dismissed
theU. ofC. studyas apolitical ploy
aimedat influencingtheMarch20
primary election. Officials also
accused Berry of having an ax to
grind because the office did not
adopt a new residential valuation
model he helped design in 2010
with a grant from the MacArthur
Foundation.

“Clearly, Professor Berry is up-
set that his model was exposed to
have flaws and deficiencies,” the
assessor’s office said in a state-
ment. “We are saddened by Pro-
fessorBerry’s lackof professional-
ism in releasing this report four
days before the election and not
giving us the opportunity to re-
view it.”

Berrios, who doubles as chair-
man of the Cook County Demo-
cratic Party, is fighting for re-
election against two opponents:
Fritz Kaegi, a money manager
from Oak Park, and Andrea Raila,
aproperty taxconsultantwhowas
put back on the ballotWednesday
after being disqualified weeks
earlier.

The U. of C. study comes a
month after the Civic Consulting
Alliance, a nonprofit organization
that provides pro bono technical
expertise to local government,
confirmed thecounty’s residential
property tax assessments are rid-
dled with errors that cause “a
wealth transfer from owners of
lower-value homes to those of
higher-value homes.” That study
did not put a dollar figure on the
wealth transfer.

Cook County Board President
Toni Preckwinkle commissioned
the CCA study in July following
publication of the Chicago Trib-
une’s series “The Tax Divide,”
which found deep inequities in

the county’s residential assess-
ment system.

Berrios’ office, which denied
formonths that aproblemexisted,
now is vowing to fix the issues
with residential assessments be-
fore reassessingChicago’s roughly
730,000homes this year.

The Tribune’s investigation,
which continued in partnership
with ProPublica Illinois, also re-
vealed severely regressive and
inaccurate assessments of com-
mercial and industrial properties,
but Preckwinkle has said the
county currently has no plans to
study or address that problem.

“We’re focusedonresidential—
one thing at a time,” she said at a
news conference lastmonth.

“The Tax Divide” series found
that residential assessments pro-
duced under Berrios were highly
regressive, meaning the assessor’s
office tended to undervalue
higher-priced homes and overval-
ue less expensive properties.

Most assessors conduct stat-
istical analyses to ensure that
tendency falls within acceptable
limits,butBerrios’officesaid itdid
not follow that practice.

To estimate the cost of the
problem on Chicago taxpayers,
Berry compiled data on single-
familyhomesandcondosthatsold
in arm’s-length transactions —
sales that involve unrelated,
nondistressed parties.

About 2.5 percent of all homes
in Chicago were sold in such
transactions during the study pe-
riod, and the analysis assumes
they are representative of other,
similar residential properties in
the sameneighborhood.

Berry then calculated a “fair”
tax rate by adding up the total
property taxes billed on the sold
homes and dividing that number
by the total sales price of the same
homes. Applying this rate to all of
the sold homes produced an
estimated “fair” tax bill for each
one.

To calculate the tax shift, Berry
summed the differences between
the estimated fair bills and the
actual bills that owners of under-
valued homes received. That shift
was thenextrapolatedout tocover
the entire city, using four different
statistical methods. For example,

one method involved calculating
the tax shift for each neighbor-
hood before arriving at a citywide
number.

Each method produced a simi-
lar answer: a total tax shift in
excess of $2.2 billion over the
study period.

“I start with homes that sold,
since we have good information
about theirmarket value and their
taxes,” Berry said. “Then I make
someprettystandardassumptions
to extrapolate the number to the
whole city in a representative
way.”

Experts said the approach he
used is fair and reasonable.

“Berry is definitely on solid
ground,” said Richard Almy, a
former executive director of the
International Association of As-
sessing Officers, an organization
that set standards used by assess-
ment officials around the world.
“These types of analyses are usu-
ally done to evaluate proposed
changes to assessment systems.”

Experts also said the U. of C.
analysis may understate the
amount of the property tax bur-
den shouldered by low- and mid-
dle-income homeowners because
the analysis does not take into
account inaccuracies in commer-
cial and industrial property as-
sessments.

The total tax shift from flawed
assessments also would be far
larger if the entire county were

included in theanalysis.Thestudy
focuses on Chicago because it is
the largest taxing district. Other
districts have different tax rates.

Berry, the academic director of
the Center for Municipal Finance
andfacultydirectorof theU.ofC.’s
Master of Science Program in
Computational Analysis and Pub-
lic Policy, appeared in “The Tax
Divide” series because of his
involvement with a grant-funded
effort to develop a computer
model that would reduce regres-
sivity in the county’s residential
assessments.

Berry also co-taught a gradu-
ate-level class with a Tribune
reporter in 2016 that examined
the county’s robust appeals proc-
ess, finding that it added to the
system’s problems with regressiv-
ity.

Theproject to improveresiden-
tial valuations dated to the era of
former Assessor James Houlihan
and was inherited by Berrios
whenhe took office in late 2010.

Berry said technical limitations
prevented officials from using the
most accurate models the team
created. But eventually the asses-
sor’s office settled on a compro-
mise that balanced improvements
to the system with the office’s
capabilities.

In July 2015, Berrios’ office
issued anews release saying it had
implemented “a new state-of-the-
art residential assessment mod-

eling technique that assesses the
value of homes in different price
ranges to improve accuracy.”
Berrywas quoted in the release.

But the Tribune eventually de-
termined the assessor’s office ne-
ver fully implemented the new
model,whichBerry said cameas a
surprise.

When questioned by Tribune
reporters, officials offered a series
of changing responses but ulti-
mately said that the model was
flawed and that Berry and others
involved had a vested interest in
the county using it.

Robert Weissbourd, president
of the economic development
consulting firm RW Ventures, led
the team that retained Berry’s
services and said both assertions
are false. The assessor’s criticism
distracts from the office’s ongoing
failure to fix the assessment sys-
tem, he added.

“Our models are beside the
point,” Weissbourd said. “It is
clear that the systematic
overassessment can and must
urgently be fixed, and that the
publicneeds full transparencyand
independent monitoring to en-
sure the fix is implemented this
time.”

This report is a collaboration
between the Chicago Tribune and
ProPublica Illinois, an independ-
ent, nonprofit journalismorganiza-
tion.

Study: Rich got
$2B tax windfall

The University of Chicago’s Christopher Berry called the tax shift to poorer homeowners “unconscionable.”
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we can understand what
resonates and what
doesn’t,” Raizin said. “All
we’re doing now is listen-
ing. There is no formal
project to present to any-
one.”

Boat tours are big busi-
ness, giving tourists
a chance to see Chicago’s
world-famous buildings —
the Wrigley Building, Trib-
une Tower, Willis Tower
and others — from the
unique vantage point of the
river.

Tax records from 2016
show the Chicago Archi-
tecture Foundation had
more than $15.6 million in
revenue from tours. The
figure includes other types
of tours, such as by train
and bus, as well as the boat
tours.

When the tram project
was unveiled two years ago,
backers said it could attract
1.4 million visitors a year to
Chicago and that it would
cost about $250 million to
build.

The plans called for the
attraction to accommodate
3,000 people an hour in

architectural perspectives
of Chicago’s downtown,”
BobAgra III, vice president
of Chicago’s First Lady
Cruises, said in a statement
Thursday. Cable cars “car-
rying 3,000 people an hour
above the Riverwalk would
have a terrible impact on
the city,” he said.

The proposal lacks offi-
cial backing at this stage,
nearly twoyears after itwas
unveiled at the City Club of
Chicago. But in an apparent
effort to line up political
support, its sponsors have
been showing it to influen-
tial groups likeChooseChi-
cago, the city’s official tour-
ism sales and marketing
organization.

Raizin, who is Choose
Chicago’s treasurer and a
contributor toMayorRahm
Emanuel’s campaign fund,
insisted that the meetings
are more of a listening tour
than an attempt to amass
support for the tram net-
work, which is called “The
Chicago Skyline.”

“It’s all about listening, so

“pods” operating every
half-hour day and night
along the south bank of the
river. It would run from
Wacker Drive and Lake
Street on the west to Navy
Pier on the east. There
would be stops along the
way, with a station at Co-
lumbus Drive being the
closest toMillenniumPark.

Adigitalpresentationob-
tained by the Tribune says
that the project would be
“100% funded by private
investment.” It also would
be theworld’s first environ-
mentally friendly tram sys-
tem, the document says,
because itwould encourage
tourists to explore Chicago
without cars, taxis, ride-
sharing vehicles or buses,
thus “leaving behind a
much smaller carbon foot-
print.”

But opponents, who in-
clude the nonprofit group
Friends of the Chicago
RiverandChicagoarchitect
Carol Ross Barney, the
Riverwalk’s co-designer,
take a much dimmer view
of the tram’s environmental
and economic impact.

Friends of the Chicago
River, which recently re-
viewed the latest gondola
proposal, has sent a letter to
Emanuel opposing the idea.
The group laid out its con-
cerns Thursday in an email
to the Tribune, contending
that:
■ The tram would divert
crowds and hurt businesses
along the river, including
those that have signed
leases with the city and are
helpingChicago to pay off a
federal loan that enabled
the Riverwalk’s construc-
tion.
■ The tram’s pylons would
block views of the river, the
Riverwalk and the build-
ings along the river.
■ The pylons also would
block pedestrians along the
Riverwalk “and reduce the
number of visitors it could
accommodate. In addition
to these pylons, even larger
turning stations and board-
ing stations will be re-
quired.”

“Weas a city anda region
spent too many years look-
ing down on the Chicago
River literally and figura-
tively and we don’t want
that to happen again,” said
the group’s executive direc-
tor, Margaret Frisbie, refer-
ring to the city’s habit of
using the river as an open-
air sewer.

Barney agreed with the
group’s critique.

“It just seems like phys-
ically there’s not enough
space (for the pylons),” she
said. Alluding to the hordes
of visitors who flock to the
Riverwalk’s bars and
restaurants in the warm
months, she added: “Right
now, it’s hard enough to get
on the Riverwalk if you
want to drink.”

“It doesn’t make me
think of Chicago,” Barney
said. It’s “just sort of Dis-
neyland.”

Emanuel’s office is aware
of the aerial tram concept,
but has not received a
formal plan, mayoral
spokesman Grant Klinz-
man said. Ald. Brendan
Reilly, 42nd, whose ward
includes the Riverwalk, did
not return a phone call and
an email seeking comment.

bkamin@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@BlairKamin
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Opponents contend that pylons for a proposed aerial tram would crowd the Chicago Riverwalk’s narrow space.
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Debate grows over plan for aerial tram
Tram, from Page 1

AChicago police lieuten-
ant who rose to become the
first woman to ever com-
mand the department’s
Marine andHelicopterUnit
filed a federal sex discrimi-
nation lawsuit Thursday al-
leging shewasharassedbya
sexist boss and ultimately
demoted because he didn’t
want to see a woman in her
post.

Lt. Allison Schloss al-
leged in the 19-page com-
plaint that at the time of her
appointment in May 2014,
shewas amongonly ahand-
ful of women assigned to
the Police Department’s so-
called Special FunctionsDi-
vision, which includes the
bomb squad, SWAT team
andmountedpatrol in addi-
tion to the Marine and

HelicopterUnit.
In fact, as of May 2016,

only eight of 175 positions
available in Special Func-
tions were held by female
officers — and only one of
those was assigned to the
marine unit, according to
the lawsuit.

The “abominable” record
also included no women on
a SWAT team of nearly
seven dozen members, the
suit alleged.

Schloss, who was ap-
pointedasmarineunitcom-
mander by then-Superin-
tendent Garry McCarthy,
alleged that her immediate
supervisor, Deputy Chief
Steve Georgas, “resented
and bridled” at her being
named to the position.

“He did not place her
there, and he did notwant a
woman in that post,” the
suit alleged.

Over the next two years,
Georgas harassed Schloss
by assigning her busy work,
overriding her personnel
decisions and denying her

the opportunity for addi-
tional training that he’d
approved for her male
counterparts, according to
the suit.

The situation came to a
head over Memorial Day
weekend in 2016 when the
marine unit was called to
search for a missing boater
in Lake Michigan who ulti-
mately drowned, the suit
alleged. Schloss was off-
duty on the day of the
drowning but showed up at
the scene anyway to help
coordinate the search, ac-
cording to the suit.

On the Tuesday after the
holiday weekend, Georgas
ordered her into his office
and removed her from her
command, the suit alleged.
After Schloss filed a com-
plaintwith the legal depart-
ment a week later, she was
transferred “involuntarily”
to the Major Accident In-
vestigation Unit, where she
remains as the unit com-
mander.

Schloss alleged that

Georgas used the tragedy of
the accidental drowning as
an “opportunistic” excuse
to get rid of her.Meanwhile,
a male sergeant who was
on-duty at the time of the
drowning faced no disci-
pline, according to the suit.

Georgas has since been
redeployed to Detached
Services and currently
heads security for the Met-
ropolitan Pier and Expos-
ition Authority, which op-
erates Navy Pier and Mc-
Cormick Place, records
show.

The lawsuit named the
city of Chicago as the lone
defendant.A spokesman for
the city’s Law Department
declined to comment
Thursday. Georgas could
not be reached.

Schloss also filed a sex
discrimination and retalia-
tion complaint before the
Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, accord-
ing to the suit.

jmeisner@chicagotribune.com

Cop alleges sex discrimination
1st woman to lead
marine unit says
boss harassed her
By JasonMeisner

Chicago Tribune

Nearly two days of
heartbreak and anxiety
ended with a measure of
relief Thursday afternoon,
when two toddlers who
went missing in the south
suburbsafter theirmother
was fatally shot in
Markham were found
safe.

Jordyn Washington, 2,
and her 3-year-old
brother, Lynn Roby, were
at the home of their fa-
ther’s mother in Harvey
about 3:40 p.m. Thursday,
when a police detective
“circled back” after visit-
ing the home on Wednes-
day, Markham police
ChiefMack Sanders said.

“They weren’t there
when we went to the
home yesterday,” he add-
ed.

Authorities say the chil-
dren’s father, Lynn Wash-
ington, 40, is a person of
interest in the shooting of
the children’s mother,
Lakisha Roby, 27. Wash-
ington remained at large
Thursday evening and “is
considered armed and
dangerous, based on his
criminal history and our
investigation,” Sanders
said.

Embroiled in a con-
tentious divorce with
Roby, Washington was
barred by a court order
from having contact with
her or the children.

Roby, 27, was killed in a
domestic-related shooting
at a BP gas station at 167th
Street and Pulaski Road
about 1:35 a.m. Wednes-
day, Sanders said. On
Thursday afternoon, the
Cook County medical ex-
aminerreported thatRoby
was killed by a “gunshot
wound of the back” and
determined her deathwas
a homicide.

Roby“wasonewhowas
hopeful,” hermother,Wil-
freda Roby, said Thursday
afternoon. “Shehadahard
path in life but she was
turning things around and
getting things together.”

Lakisha Roby had
talked about returning to
school, her mother said.
“Thiswasthe last thingwe
expected,” Wilfreda Roby
said.

“I hurt for my grand-
kids, but his (Washing-
ton’s) family are not bad
people,” Roby said, “and I
know they’re hurting as
well.”

Lakisha Roby was re-
turning from a club out-
side of Markham when
she got into an argument
with Washington at the
gas station,Sanders said.A
man with Roby in the car
drovenorthonPulaski toa
gas station in Robbins and
sought help. Themanwas
cooperating with police,
the chief said. His relation
toRobywas not known.

Hours later, Washing-
ton pickedup the children
about 2 p.m. from a family
friend, who had been
watching them and was
not aware of the shooting,
Sanders said.

Police learned the chil-
dren could be in danger
later Wednesday after-
noon while investigating
the homicide, Sanders
said.

“Once we realized kids
were involved, it was a
race against time,” Sand-
ers said.

He said investigators
believe the children may
have been shuttled among
several baby sitters and
ended up with members
ofWashington’s family.

Illinois State Police is-
sued an Amber Alert for
the two children about 10
p.m. Wednesday from the
first block of East 156th
Street in Harvey. By
Thursday afternoon, the
South Suburban Major
Crimes Task Force had
been activated, Sanders
said, allowing police agen-
cies throughout the region
to join in the search for
Washington and his two
children.

“Basically, we are able
to cover more ground,”
Sanders said of the task
force. Washington “may
be laying low, just waiting
and contemplating his
version of events,” he add-
ed.

Roby and at least two
other women had ob-
tained orders of protec-

tion against Washington
in Cook County, records
show. Sanders said Wash-
ington had been prohib-
ited from contact with
Jordan and Lynn by an
order of protection issued
Nov. 30.

Roby alleged he threat-
ened tobeather anddrove
off with their son last
March. “He has a history
of abuse with myself and
other women,” Roby
wrote inherpetition. “Ido
feel like I’m at (risk) of
being hurt or worse by
him.”

She wrote in another
court filing that he had
attacked her when she
went to pick up her chil-
dren fromhis home.

Washington owns a
company called OTC — a
phrasealso tattooedonhis
neck, records show— that
stands for One of the
Coldest, according to
court records. The com-
pany “includes a dog ken-
nel business, a clothing
line, and an entertainment
company,” according to a
court filingbyhisattorney.

Roby had lost custody
of a child, bornonJune25,
2010, whom she had with
a Glenwood man. A judge
awarded him custody af-
ter Roby allegedly moved
out of state and failed to
use her parenting time
with the child, records
show.

Both Roby and Wash-
ingtonhad attended apar-
enting education class
called Focus on Children
last fall as part of the
divorce proceeding, re-
cords show.

Washington has been
charged in a handful of
domestic battery cases go-
ing back to the 1990s, and
most recentlywascharged
in a misdemeanor domes-
tic battery case inOctober,
Cook County court re-
cords show. That casewas
continued in January.

In 2016, hewas charged
in a warrant with domes-
tic battery and theft, but
the warrant was later
quashed, according to the
records.

Jasmine Carter, 25, said
she had been close friends
with Roby since they met
at Bloom High School in
ChicagoHeights.

“She was like an angel
in physical form,” Carter
said. “She didn’t have any
enemies. That’s why it
came by surprise that she
was shot and that some-
one had so much anger
toward her.”

Carter said she never
met Washington and that
Roby didn’t divulge all the
details about her relation-
ship. But her friends knew
the couple had been sepa-
rated for a few years and
Washington did not play
an active role in the chil-
dren’s lives.

Carter said she last
talked to Roby last week
while making plans for a
visit. Roby seemed to be
doingwell.

Carter said she was
scared knowing he could
be on the run with the
children. “I really didn’t
want to go to sleep yester-
day. I was up praying at
midnight.”

Roby most recently
worked for the U.S. Postal
Service and enjoyed
spending her free time
with her children.

“She didn’t party much
or go out unless it was
with them,”Carter said.

The alert describes
Washington as black with
brown hair and brown
eyes. He is about 5-foot-9
and about 180 pounds. He
has tattoosonhisneck, left
arm, right arm and chest.
Anyone with information
on his whereabouts is
asked to call 911.

Freelancer Howard Lud-
wig contributed.

mabuckley@chicagotribune.com
echerney@chicagotribune.com
sschmadeke@chicagotribune.com
tgregory@chicagotribune.com

Kids found safe day
after mom’s slaying
ByMadeline

Buckley,

Elyssa Cherney,

Steve Schmadeke

and Ted Gregory

Chicago Tribune

Police called Lynn Wash-
ington a person of interest
in Lakisha Roby’s killing.
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WASHINGTON—Presi-
dentDonaldTrump contin-
ues to insist the United
States has a trade deficit
with Canada, following re-
ports that he claimed at a
fundraiser that he talked
trade with the country’s
prime minister without
knowing all the facts.

Trump wrote on Twitter
onThursday: “Wedohave a
Trade Deficit with Canada,
as we do with almost all
countries (some of them
massive). P.M. Justin
Trudeau of Canada, a very
goodguy, doesn’t like saying
that Canada has a Surplus
vs. theU.S.(negotiating), but
they do...they almost all
do...and that’s how I know!”

Trump,whoroutinely in-
flates tradedeficits, has pre-
viously complained about a
trade deficit with Canada
even though the U.S. runs
an overall surplus with that

country — when the value
of services is included in the
calculation.

Trump spoke about trade
during a fundraising speech
in St. Louis on Wednesday,
according to audio obtained
by The Washington Post.
The paper reports that
Trump said he freestyled
with the facts when talking
tradewithTrudeau.

Trump saidTrudeau told
him there was no trade
deficit. Trump said he
replied, “ ‘Wrong, Justin,
youdo.’ Ididn’t evenknow. I
had no idea. I just said,

‘You’rewrong.’ ”
Trump claimed the fig-

ures don’t include timber
and energy.

Canadian Foreign Affairs
spokesman Adam Austin
said in an emailed state-
ment that the countries
“have a balanced andmutu-
ally beneficial trading rela-
tionship.” He added: “Ac-
cording to their own stat-
istics, the U.S. runs a trade
surpluswithCanada.”

The Office of the United
StatesTradeRepresentative
says the U.S. has a trade
surpluswithCanada.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, left, meets with
workers at Essar Steel Algoma in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

JUSTIN TANG/AP

Trump: ‘I know’ U.S. has Canada trade deficit
Office of U.S. Trade
Representative says
there isn’t one
By Catherine Lucey
Associated Press

MIAMI — A pedestrian
bridge under construction
collapsed onto a busy Mi-
ami highway Thursday,
crushing vehicles beneath
itsmassive slabs of concrete
and steel and killing at least
four people, authorities
said.

Search crews worked
into the night, using dogs,
search cameras and sensi-
tive listening devices in a
frantic search to find sur-
vivors among the debris.

“Everybody is working
hard to make sure we res-
cue anyone who can be
rescued,” Gov. Rick Scott
said.

But Miami-Dade police
director Juan Perez said
hopes were dwindling with
the passing of time. “We
know that there's going to
beanegativeoutcomeat the
end of the day,” Perez said.

Four people were found
dead amid the chaotic
scene, and nine victims
were taken “early on” to
hospitals, Fire Chief Dave
Downey said.

At least eight vehicles
were crushed.

The 950-ton bridge had
been assembled by the side
of the highway and moved
into place Saturday to great
fanfare. The span stretched
almost 200 feet to connect
Florida International Uni-
versity with the city of
Sweetwater.

“This bridge was about
goodness, not sadness,” said
FIUPresidentMarkRosen-
berg. “Now we're feeling
immense sadness, uncon-

trollable sadness.”
Scott said an investiga-

tion will uncover “why this
happened and what hap-
pened,” and he vowed to
hold accountable those re-
sponsible.

Jacob Miller, a senior at
FIU, was visiting a friend in
a dorm when he heard
sirens and horns. He went
to a balcony and could see
rubble comingdown. “I saw
there were multiple cars
crushedunder thebridge. It
was just terrible,” he said.

National Transportation
Safety Board chairman
Robert Sumwalt III said a
team of specialists was
heading toMiami.

An accelerated construc-
tion method was supposed

to reduce risks to workers
and pedestrians and min-
imize traffic disruption, the
university said. Renderings
showed a tall, off-center
tower with cables attached
to the walkway to support
it. When the bridge col-
lapsed, the main tower had
not been installed, and it
was unclearwhat the build-
erswereusingas temporary
supports.

RobertBea, aprofessorof
engineering and construc-
tion management at the
University of California at
Berkeley said it was too
early to know what hap-
pened, but the decision to
use what the bridge build-
ers called an “innovative
installation” was risky, es-

pecially because the bridge
spanned a heavily traveled
thoroughfare.

Sweetwater police De-
tective Juan Llera was in a
nearby meeting when the
bridge collapsed. “I heard a
‘boom’ like a bomb had
exploded,”hesaid. “At first I
thought it was a terrorist
attack.”

He said he saw three
construction workers who
hadbeen injured.Onehad a
head injuryandwaspassing
in and out of consciousness,
another had a leg injury leg
and the third was lying on
the street unconscious. He
started performing CPR on
him. “We were able to keep
him alive to send him to the
hospital,” Llera said.

Kendall Regional Medi-
cal Center received several
injuredpeople. Twowere in
“extremely critical” condi-
tion and others were stable
with injuries suchasbroken
bones, bruises and abra-
sions, said Dr. Mark
McKenney, the hospital’s
director of general surgery.

The main companies be-
hind the $14.2 million con-
struction project have faced
questions about past work,
and one was fined in 2012
when a 90-ton section of a
bridge collapsed inVirginia.

Munilla Construction
Management, or MCM, the
Miami-based construction
management firm that won
the bridge contract, took its
website down for a time

Thursday. But an archived
version featured a news
release touting the project
with FIGG Bridge Engi-
neers, a Tallahassee firm.

MCM said on Twitter
that it was “a family busi-
ness and we are all devas-
tated and doing everything
we can to assist. We will
conduct a full investigation
to determine exactly what
went wrong and will coop-
erate with investigators on
scene in everyway.”

FIGG said in a statement,
“In our 40-year history,
nothing like this has ever
happened before.”

Court documents show
that MCM was accused of
substandard work in a law-
suit filed this month. The
suit said a worker at Fort
Lauderdale International
Airport, where the com-
pany is working on an
expansion, was injured
when a makeshift MCM-
builtbridgecollapsedunder
hisweight.

A reviewofOccupational
Safety Health Administra-
tion records shows that
MCM has been fined for 11
safety violations in the past
five years. The fines totaling
more than $50,000 arose
from complaints about un-
safe trenches, cement dust
and other problems at its
Floridawork sites.

FIU is the second largest
university in the state, with
55,000 students, most of
whom live off-campus. A
studentwaskilled inAugust
while crossing the road that
the bridge was supposed to
span.

President Donald Trump
tweeted that he was moni-
toring the “heartbreaking
bridge collapse,” calling it
“so tragic.”

Washington Post contrib-
uted.

Pedestrian span collapses in Miami
At least 4 killed,
9 hurt in crush of
debris, officials say

Emergency workers scramble to find survivors and secure the collapsed pedestrian bridge Thursday in Miami.

GIORGIO VIERA/EPA

By Adriana Gomez
Licon
Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
decided to remove H.R.
McMaster as his national
security adviser and is dis-
cussing potential replace-
ments, according to five
people with knowledge of
the plans, preparing to de-
liver yet another jolt to the
senior ranks of his adminis-
tration.

Trump is now comfort-
able with ousting McMas-
ter, with whom he never
personally gelled, but is
willing to take time execut-
ing the move because he
wants to ensure that the
three-star Army general is
not humiliated and that
there is a strong successor
lined up, these people said.

The turbulence is part of
a broader potential shake-
up under consideration by
Trump that is likely to
include senior officials at
the White House, where
staffers are gripped by fear
and uncertainty as they
await the next move from
an impulsive presidentwho
enjoys stoking conflict.

For all of the evident
disorder, Trump feels em-
boldened, advisers said —

buoyed bywhat he views as
triumphant decisions last
week to impose tariffs on
steel and aluminum and to
agree to meet with North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un. The president is enjoy-
ing the process of assessing
his team and making
changes, tightening his
inner circle to those he
considers survivors and
who respect his unconven-
tional style, one senior
WhiteHouse official said.

Just days ago, Trump
used Twitter to fire Rex
Tillerson, the secretary of
statewhomhe disliked, and
moved to install his close
ally, CIA Director Mike
Pompeo, in the job. On
Wednesday, he named con-
servative TV analyst Larry
Kudlow to replace his top
economic adviser, Gary
Cohn, who quit over trade
disagreements.

AndonThursday,Trump
signaled that more person-
nelmoveswere likely.

“There will always be
change,” the president told
reporters. “And I think you
want to see change. I want
to also see different ideas.”

This portrait of the
Trump administration in
turmoil is based on inter-
views with 19 presidential
advisers and administration
officials, many of whom
spoke on the condition of
anonymity to offer candid
perspectives.

The mood inside the

WhiteHouse in recent days
has verged on mania, as
Trump increasingly keeps
his own counsel and senior
aides struggle to determine
the gradations between ru-
mor and truth. At times,
they say, they are anxious
and nervous, wondering
what each new headline
maymean for themperson-
ally.

Manyaideswereparticu-
larly unsettled by the firing
of the president’s longtime
personal aide, John McEn-
tee, who was marched out
of the White House on
Tuesday after his security
clearancewas revoked.

“Everybody fears the
perp walk,” one senior
WhiteHouse official said.

McEntee lost his job be-
cause an investigation
found he was a frequent
gambler whose habit posed
a security risk, according to
twopeople familiarwithhis
departure.

A background investiga-
tion found that McEntee
bet tens of thousands of
dollars at a time, making
him unsuitable for a sensi-
tive position close to the
president, according to a
person with knowledge of
the situation. There was no
indication his gamblingwas
illegal, but there was con-
cern that the 27-year-old
could be vulnerable to out-
side influence, the person
said.

McEntee, who was a

starting quarterback at the
University of Connecticut
and then worked as a pro-
duction assistant at Fox
News, declined to com-
ment.

Trump recently told
White House chief of staff
John Kelly that he wants
McMasteroutandasked for
help weighing replacement
options, according to two
people familiar with their
conversations. The presi-
dent has complained that
McMaster is too rigid and
that his briefings go on too
long and seem irrelevant.

Several candidates have
emerged as possible Mc-
Master replacements, in-
cluding John Bolton, a for-
mer U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, and Keith
Kellogg, the chief of staff of
theNational SecurityCoun-
cil.

McMaster is not the only
senior official on thin ice
with the president. Veter-
ans Affairs Secretary David
Shulkin has attracted
Trump’s ire forhis spending
decisions as well as for
general disorder in the sen-
ior leadership of his agency.

Others considered at risk
for being fired or repri-
manded include Housing
and Urban Development
Secretary Ben Carson, who
has generated bad head-
lines for ordering a $31,000
dining room set for his
office; Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Administra-

tor Scott Pruitt, who has
been under fire for his
first-class travel at taxpayer
expense; and Interior Sec-
retary Ryan Zinke, whose
agency spent $139,000 to
renovate his office doors.

Meanwhile, Education
Secretary Betsy DeVos
drew attention this week
whenshestumbledthrough
a pair of high-profile televi-
sion interviews. Kelly
watched DeVos’ sit-down

with Lesley Stahl of CBS’s
“60 Minutes” with frustra-
tion and complained about
the secretary’s apparent
lack of preparation, officials
said. Other Trump advisers
mocked DeVos’ shaky ap-
pearance with Savannah
Guthrie on NBC’s “Today”
show.

PhilipRucker, CarolD. Leon-
nig and Greg Jaffe contrib-
uted.

Trump to oust McMaster, insiders say
President said to be
weighing shake-up
to his inner circle
By Ashley Parker and
Josh Dawsey
TheWashington Post

President Donald Trump reportedly believes H.R. McMas-
ter, above, is too rigid and that his briefings go on too long.

MARK WILSON/GETTY
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LONDON—TheUnited
States, France and Ger-
many joined Britain on
Thursday in condemning
Russia for the nerve-agent
poisoning of a former spy,
calling it an“assault onU.K.
sovereignty,” as the Krem-
lin vowed to expel British
diplomats soon in response
to London’s moves against
Moscow.

Britain says blame for
the poisoning of Sergei
Skripal and his daughter in
theEnglishcityofSalisbury
restswith theRussianstate.
Prime Minister Theresa
May responded by expel-
ling 23 Russian diplomats,
severing high-level con-
tacts with Moscow and
vowing to take both open
and covert actions against
Russian dirty money and
“hostile state activity.”

Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov said
Moscow would “certainly”
expel some British di-
plomats soon in retaliation.

In a rare joint statement,
May and U.S. President
Donald Trump, French
President Emmanuel Mac-
ron and German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel said
“there is no plausible alter-
native explanation” to Rus-
sian responsibility for the
poisoning. “This use of a
military-grade nerve agent,
of a type developed by
Russia, constitutes the first
offensive use of a nerve
agent in Europe since the
Second World War,” the
leaders said, calling it “an
assault on U.K. sover-
eignty” and “a breach of
international law.”

Trump, who has often
been reluctant to criticize
RussianPresidentVladimir
Putin, said it “certainly
looks like the Russians
were behind it.”

Trump spoke to report-
ers at the White House
after his administration an-
nounced new sanctions on
Russian entities for alleged
meddling in the 2016 U.S.

presidential election.
The four-nation state-

ment is the fruit of British
efforts to enlist interna-
tional support as it tries to
holdRussiaaccountable for
theMarch 4 attack that left
the former Russian agent
and his daughter in critical
condition and a British
police officer seriously ill.

Russia denies being the
source of the nerve agent
that poisoned the Skripals
and has demanded Britain
share samples collected by
investigators. Britain says
the poison used was Novi-
chok, a class of nerve agent
developed by the Soviet
Union toward the end of
theColdWar.

DeputyForeignMinister
Sergei Ryabkov said Russia
had halted all chemical
weapons research after
joining the Chemical
Weapons Convention that
came into force in 1997 and
completed the destruction
of its stockpiles last year.

The poisoning has
sparked a war of words
from senior politicians in
London and Moscow, in-
creasing tensions between
the two countries.

Lavrov said Britain’s
“boorish and unfounded”
accusations against Russia
were intended to distract
public attention from the
troubled path toward
Brexit. He accused Britain
of fanning “anti-Russian
rhetoric bordering on hys-

teria.”
British Defense Secre-

tary GavinWilliamson said
Russia should “goawayand
shut up.”

Maj. Gen. Igor
Konashenkov, a spokesman
for the Russian Defense
Ministry, shot back that
Williamson’s comments re-
flecteda “highdegreeofhis
intellectual impotence,”
adding: “The boorish lan-
guage is apparently the
only thing left in theBritish
military arsenal.”

British Foreign Secre-
tary Boris Johnson said
Russia targeted Skripal — a
former Russian intelli-
gence officer convicted of
spying for Britain — to
make it clear that those
who defy the Russian state
deserve to “choke on their
own 30pieces of silver.”

“Thereason they’vecho-
sen this nerve agent is to
show that it’sRussia, and to
show people in their agen-
cies who might think of
defecting or of supporting
another way of life, of
believing in an alternative
set of values, that Russia
will take revenge,” Johnson
told theBBC.

British measures against
Russia included scrapping
an invitation for Lavrov to
visit and withdrawing U.K.
ministers and royals from
the soccer World Cup this
summer in Russia — al-
though England will still
compete.

By Jill Lawless and
Vladimir Isachenkov
Associated Press

U.K.’s Theresa May will expel 23 Russian diplomats and
has taken other action over the poisoning of an ex-spy.

DANIEL LEAL-OLIVAS/GETTY-AFP

U.S., France, Germany join
U.K., decry Russian ‘assault’

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Fla.—Securityvideoshows
a Florida sheriff’s deputy
go toward the high school
building while a gunman
massacred 17 students and
staff members, but he
stayed outside with his
handgundrawn.

The Broward County
Sheriff’sOffice released the
video Thursday showing
Deputy Scot Peterson’s ac-
tions during the Feb. 14
shooting. It shows him and
a staff member rushing
toward the building in a
cart. He pulls his weapon
and takes up a position
outside the building.

During much of the
shooting, thecamera’s view
of Peterson is blocked by a
light pole but parts of him
occasionally appear.He ne-
ver goes inside.

Sheriff Scott Israel
blasted Peterson eight days
after the shooting, saying
Peterson, 54, should have
“went in, addressed the
killer, killed the killer.”

The deputy retired
rather than accept a sus-
pension. He is being inves-
tigated by internal affairs.
Peterson has denied
wrongdoing.

In a statement issued
through his lawyer shortly
after his retirement, he said
he thought the shots were
being fired from outside
the school. The video re-
leased Thursday did not
have sound.

But in radio transmis-
sions released last week it
appears the32-yearveteran
deputy knew almost im-
mediately they were com-
ing from inside the fresh-
manbuilding.

The sheriff’s office said
in a statement, “The video
speaks for itself.”

A Florida judge earlier
thisweekagreedwithnews
outlets that the video
should be released.

Police and school offi-
cials had resisted the re-
lease, saying it was evi-
dence in an active investi-

gation. Video of what hap-
pened inside the school
was not released.

NikolasCruz, 19, faces 34
murder and attempted
murder charges in the at-
tack and a judge entered a
plea of not guilty on his
behalf Wednesday as stu-
dents across the nation
walked out of school to
protest gun violence.

His attorney, Assistant
Public Defender Melisa
McNeill, reiterated that
Cruz would plead guilty if
prosecutors waived the
death penalty, which they
refused to do.

While Cruz sat in the
courtroom, more details of
the shooting emerged as
the Coral Springs Police
Department released re-
cordings of 911 calls and
police radio traffic.

In the recordings, stu-
dents anddispatcherswere
uncertain about the shoot-
er’s location and how to
hide from him. Some were
frightened the gunman
would return to their loca-
tion when asked if they
could perform CPR on the
wounded.

“Please, please, please,
there are peoplehere. They
are bleeding. They are all
going to die,” a teenage girl
calling fromclassroom1216
said through tears and
heavy breathing. “There’s a
lot of people aroundus that
are injured, people that are
injured, people that are

bleeding. He is upstairs
now.”

A teacher from room
1216alsocalled forhelpand
told the 911 operator that a
student had been hit in the
chest, and wasn’t breath-
ing. “He’s twitching.
There’s blood all over,” she
said.

The radio recordings
showed that the Coral
Springs officers were the
first to enter the building
after confirming that
Broward County Sheriff’s
Office deputies had not
gone in. As they cleared
each of the building’s three
floors, the officers de-
scribed seeing shell casings
on the floor and bullet
holes in thewindows.They
warned that the suspect
may have changed clothes
after they reported finding
a camouflaged jacket, ski
mask and backpack on the
first floor.

On the third floor, offi-
cers said they found an
AR-15 with a magazine still
attached.

The officers found
wounded victims and bod-
ies, and they prioritized
evacuating the wounded
before allowing other stu-
dents and teachers to leave.
On the third floor, they
shatteredwindows in some
locked classrooms because
terrified students would
not opendoors.

Cruz was arrested a few
blocks away.

Video shows deputy did not
enter school during rampage
By Terry Spencer
Associated Press

This screen grab shows deputy Scot Peterson, right, out-
side Marjory Stoneman Douglas High in Parkland, Fla.
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BEIRUT — For Syrians
marking seven years of war,
their country has never
looked as helpless or frag-
mented.

President Bashar Assad
hasdecimatedtherebellion,
thanks to massive military
aid from Russia and Iran,
but foreign powers have
carved out zones of influen-
ce across the country. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Syr-
ians are trapped in besieged
areas, and heavy fighting is
underway in the suburbs of
Damascus and in the north,
where al-Qaida-linkedmili-
tants are clashing with rival
insurgents and Turkish
troops are battling a Syrian
Kurdishmilitia.

The violencehas acceler-
ated even as the United
States,Russia, IranandTur-
key worked diplomatic
tracks to broker local truces
and freeze the lines of
conflict over the last year.
Thoseeffortsnowappear to
have been aimed at map-
ping out areas of influence.

“I don’t even see Syria
anymore,” said Zaina Er-
haim, a Syrian journalist
who left the country in 2016
and now lives in London.
“It’s calledSyriaon themap.

But if you can think about
an ordinary Syrian who
wants to go from Daraa to
Idlib, can you think about
how many countries or na-
tionalities he’s going to be
passing to reach there?”

Ashort listwould include
the remnants of Syria’s
Western-backed opposi-
tion, Lebanon’s Hezbollah
and other Iran-backed Shi-
ite fighters from as far away

as Afghanistan, Syrian
troops, Russian pilots, al-
Qaida-linked jihadis, U.S.-
allied Kurdish forces and
Turkish tank crews.

Nearly half amillionpeo-
ple have been killed in Syria
since Arab Spring protests
erupted in 2011, after secu-
rity forces arrested a group
of teenagers who scrawled
anti-Assad graffiti on a wall
in the southern city of

Daraa.
A demonstration calling

for reforms in Damascus’
OldCityonMarch 15 isnow
widely seen as the start of
the uprising. Three days
later, security forcesopened
fire on a protest in Daraa,
killing four people. The
protests spread across the
country.

Around 5 million Syrians
have fled the country.

The defeat of Islamic
State over the past year
raised hopes of a broader
resolution of the conflict.
Instead, the fall of a com-
mon enemy has reignited
older rivalries.

Syria has redeployed its
elite forces to the eastern
Ghouta suburbs of Damas-
cus, where they hope to
eliminate the last rebel bas-
tion on the edge of the

capital with the aid of Rus-
sian air power.

InnorthernSyria,Turkey
is battling a Syrian Kurdish
militia that it views as an
extension of the Kurdish
insurgency within its own
borders.

At least 10,000 civilians
streamed out of eastern
Ghouta to government-held
territory Thursday, follow-
ing a night of massive bom-
bardment. Thousandsmore
fled the Kurdish-held Afrin
enclave in northern Syria,
after Turkish forces tight-
ened their siege.

The U.S., which is allied
with both Turkey and the
Kurds, has sought to defuse
the tensions, to no avail.

Hundreds of American
special operations forces
are deployed across north-
ern and eastern Syria,
where they are patrolling
alongside a Kurdish-led
force to prevent IS from
regrouping. But their foot-
print is nowhere near the
size of Iran’s. Thousands of
Iran-backed fighters from
Lebanon, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan have set up bases
across the country, part of a
corridor of arms and influ-
ence stretching from
Tehran to the Mediterra-
nean Sea — and Israel’s
doorstep.

Syrians say their own
country has become an
afterthought.

“Syria has been swal-
lowed up,” said novelist
DimaWannous.

Thousands of Syrians evacuated from eastern Ghouta pass Thursday though a corridor opened by government forces
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7 years in, Syrians despair over scarred land
Civil war, outside
powers have carved
up their country
By Zeina Karam
and Philip Issa
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Fed-
eral health officials took the
first step Thursday to slash
levels of addictive nicotine
in cigarettes, an unprece-
dented move designed to
help smokers quit and pre-
vent future generations
fromgetting hooked.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration floated the
proposal last summer, but
provided new details in a
government filing on the
potential impact of drasti-

cally cutting nicotine from
cigarettes, by as much as 80
percent.

Currently, there are no
limits on nicotine, which
occurs naturally in tobacco
plants. Under law, the FDA
can regulate nicotine al-
though it cannot remove it
completely.

The FDA’s powers to
police the tobacco industry
are unique worldwide and
the attempt to restrict nico-
tine would represent a first
in global efforts to reduce
smoking-related deaths.

Under one scenario, the

FDA estimates the U.S.
smoking rate could fall as
low as 1.4 percent by 2060,
down fromthe 15percent of
adultswho smokenow.The
agency also calculates that
about5millionmorepeople
would quit cigarettes
within one year of imple-
menting limits.

The greatest impact,
though, would come from
preventing young people
from ever becoming ad-
dicted, they said.

Limiting nicotine “could
help keep future genera-
tions of kids who experi-

ment with cigarettes from
making the deadly progres-
sion from experimentation
to addiction,” said Mitch
Zeller, theheadof theFDA’s
tobacco center.

The agency is first seek-
ing comment on a number
of issues, including poten-
tial unintended conse-
quences.

FDA’s regulatory efforts
have been hampered for
years by legal challenges by
BigTobacco companies.

Cigarette makers gener-
ally have vowed to take part
in the nicotine discussions,

often emphasizing the long,
complicated nature of cre-
ating new regulations.

“Altria has already been
preparing for any reason-
able potential standard, and
we plan to participate in
every step of this process,”
said Altria, parent company
of Philip Morris USA, in a
statement.

Tobacco industry analyst
Bonnie Herzog estimates it
will be 4 to 5 years before
the FDA puts in place any
changes, due to “the sheer
complexities and risks in-
volved.”

The FDA proposes reducing
the amount of nicotine in
cigarettes by as much as 80
percent.

JOE KLAMAR/GETTY-AFP

FDA begins push to cut addictive nicotine in cigarettes
ByMatthew Perrone
Associated Press
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WASHINGTON—Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s for-
mer campaign chairman
Paul Manafort has asked a
federal judge to dismiss
some of the criminal
charges he faces, arguing
that special counsel Robert
Mueller exceeded his legal
authority in bringing crimi-
nal cases unrelated to the
presidential election.

Manafort filed a motion
Wednesday night in U.S.
District Court in Washing-

ton, one of two federal
courthouseswhere he faces
trials this year, saying that
Mueller’s team simply
dusted off old allegations
related to his lucrative con-
sulting work for the Krem-
lin-backed government in
Ukraine from2006 to 2014.

Defense lawyer Kevin
Downing asked the judge to
dismiss charges in Wash-
ingtonbecause they“simply
have no connection” to the
Trump campaign or to pos-
sible coordination between
Trump’s aides and a Rus-
sian hacking and social me-

dia effort during the 2016
race.

Manafort made similar
claims of prosecutorial
overreach in a separate civil
lawsuit that is pending
against thegovernment.But
the Justice Department or-
der appointing Mueller last
May gave him authority to
prosecute “anymatters that
arose or arise directly from
the investigation,” not just
charges related to the cam-
paign orRussia.

Once a prominent Re-
publican operative and a
high-flying international

consultant, Manafort faces
five criminal counts in
Washington and 18 more in
Virginia for what prose-
cutors alleged was a com-
plex scheme to hide tens of
millions of dollars fromU.S.
tax authorities. The charges
include conspiracy, fraud,
money laundering and tax
evasion through 2017.

Manafort has pleaded
not guilty to all charges and
rejected an offer to have the
two cases consolidated in
one jurisdiction. He is
scheduled to go on trial in
July in Alexandria, Va., and

in September in Washing-
ton.

In an order made public
Tuesday, U.S. District Judge
T.S. Ellis found that Mana-
fort was a “substantial”
flight risk. He ordered him
confined to house arrest.

“Given the nature of the
charges against the defend-
ant and theapparentweight
of the evidence against him,
defendant faces the very
real possibility of spending
the rest of his life in prison,”
Elliswrote.

joseph.tanfani@latimes.com

Paul Manafort’s filing said
some charges against him
are an overreach by special
counsel Robert Mueller.

SHAWN THEW/EPA

Manafort seeks dismissal of some charges in Russia probe
By Joseph Tanfani

Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The
Trump administration on
Thursday announced sanc-
tions against 19 Russian
individuals and five organi-
zations for meddling in the
2016 election and for other
“destructive cyberattacks”
still targeting the U.S. elec-
trical grid and water sys-
tems.

While the sanctionswere
the strongest against Russia
to date by this adminis-
tration, President Donald
Trump declined to person-
ally criticize Moscow di-
rectly for its attacks against
the country, or even men-
tion the sanctions, when he
briefly met with reporters
after the Treasury Depart-
ment’s announcement.

He simply acknowl-
edged, only when asked by
reporters, that he agreed
withBritish PrimeMinister
Theresa May that Russia
was culpable for a separate
nerve-agent attackMarch 4
in Salisbury, England, that
targeted a Russian-born
double agent and his adult
daughter and injured other
British citizens.

“It certainly looks like the
Russians were behind it —

something that should ne-
ver, ever happen,” Trump
said, adding, “We’re taking
it very seriously.”

The poisoning in Salis-
bury was “a very sad situa-
tion,” the president added,
as he met Irish Prime Min-
ister LeoVaradkar.

The president’s com-
ment was far less condem-
natory on the poisonings 11
days ago than a separate
statement that his adminis-
tration issued on Thursday
with Britain, France and
Germany. That joint state-

ment called Russia’s use of
the military-grade nerve
agent a “clear violation” of
international law and said
that Moscow’s failure to
respond to Britain’s charge
“further underlinesRussia’s
responsibility.”

Trump has not criticized
Russia for its election med-
dling, which included
spreading fake news stories
and hacking the Demo-
cratic National Committee
and Hillary Clinton’s cam-
paignchief, according to the
U.S. intelligence communi-

ty. He has, however, repeat-
edly criticized the federal
probe of that interference
and possible Trump cam-
paign involvement as a
“witch hunt.”

Yet the new Treasury
sanctions echo indictments
in that probe. They include
measuresagainst 13 individ-
uals and three entities, in-
cluding the Internet Re-
search Agency, that have
been charged as part of the
ongoing Russia investiga-
tion by special counsel
RobertMueller.

The sanctions also target
six other individuals and
two entities that are de-
scribed as “cyber actors”
operating on behalf of the
Russian government.

Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin said the
new sanctions are part of a
broad effort to address “on-
going nefarious attacks” by
President Vladimir Putin’s
government.

“The Administration is
confronting and countering
malign Russian cyber activ-
ity, including their at-
tempted interference inU.S.
elections,destructivecyber-
attacks, and intrusions tar-
geting critical infrastruc-
ture,” Mnuchin said in a
statement.

A national security offi-
cial told reporters, on con-
dition of anonymity to de-
scribe intelligence matters,
that Russian military hack-
ers were behind both the
destructive“NotPetya”mal-
ware attack last year that
did billions of dollars in
damage across Europe and
theUnitedStates—disrupt-
ing shipping, banking and
medicine production— and
attempts to infiltrate U.S.
electrical grids, nuclear fa-
cilities, aviation, and water
services that are “long-term
and still ongoing.”

The United States and
Britain last month jointly
blamed Russia for the Not-
Petya attack, which Treas-
ury onThursday called “the

most destructive and costly
cyber-attack in history.”

One of the most promi-
nent individuals sanctioned
was Yevgeniy Prigozhin, a
close associate of Putin
known as “Putin’s chef”
becauseofhis lucrative gov-
ernment catering contracts,
and the sanctioned entities
included the Internet Re-
search Agency that
Prigozhin founded,based in
St. Petersburg, Russia.

According to Mueller’s
indictment, the I.R.A. cre-
ated fake social media ac-
counts to sow discord dur-
ing the 2016 presidential
campaign, orchestrated
pro-Trumprallies fromafar,
and hired actors to dress as
Clinton in cages at demon-
strations, among other
provocations.

Many of the new sanc-
tionswere issued to comply
withabipartisan lawpassed
by Congress last summer
that required the Trump
administration to add sanc-
tions to those imposed by
the Obama administration
in late 2016. Trump signed
the law reluctantly, with a
statement that he believed
the legislation was “seri-
ously flawed,” and his ad-
ministration is months late
in meeting the law’s dead-
line for action.

Times staff writer Cathleen
Decker contributed.

brian.bennett@latimes.com

U.S. sanctions Russians for election meddling
Administration
implements actions
for ‘nefarious acts’
By Brian Bennett and

ChrisMegerian

Washington Bureau

Yevgeny Prigozhin, left, shows Prime Minister Vladimir Putin his factory. Prigozhin was
sanctioned Thursday by the U.S. for his role in meddling in the 2016 election.

ALEXEI DRUZHININ/AP 2010

Mueller is seeking to de-
termine if anyone from
Trump’s team cooperated
with Russian efforts to
meddle in the presidential
race, and his investigators
have asked witnesses about
a meeting at New York’s
Trump Tower in June 2016
between a Kremlin-backed
lawyerandthreeofTrump’s
top aides — his eldest son
Donald Jr., his son-in-law
Jared Kushner, and his
campaign chairman, Paul
Manafort.

In a statement, a Trump
Organization lawyer said
the company has been co-
operating with Mueller’s
team since last summer. It
did not confirm receiving a
subpoena, which was first
reported by the New York
Times. “Since July 2017, we
have advised the public that
the Trump Organization is
fully cooperative with all
investigations, including
the special counsel, and is
responding to their re-
quests,” saidAlanFuterfas, a
lawyer for Trump Jr. who is
also representing the com-
pany. “This is old news and
our assistance and co-
operation with the various
investigations remains the
same today.”

The subpoena may rep-
resent more of a mopping-
up operation than a new
avenue in the investigation.

A source familiar with
the process said Trump’s
campaign also received a
subpoena from the special
counsel’s office after it had
voluntarily turned over
documents, a sign thatpros-
ecutors may be trying to
ensure theydidn’tmiss any-
thing important.

Although Trump long
has been a celebrity, with
his name emblazoned on
high-rise condominiums
andhotelsaroundtheglobe,
hehascarefully shieldedhis
financial dealings from out-
side scrutiny. He even has

disputed how often his
companies have filed for
protection frombankruptcy
— six times in all.

He refused to reveal his
federal tax returns during
the campaign, breaking a
tradition for presidential
candidates, and he told the

New York Times last year
that it “would be a viola-
tion” if Mueller probed his
finances. “Look, this is
about Russia,” he said. “My
finances are extremely
good. My company is an
unbelievably successful
company.”

White House press sec-
retary Sarah Huckabee
Sanders referred questions
to the Trump Organization.
“We’re going to continue to
fully cooperate out of re-
spect for the special coun-
sel,” Sanders said.

Thenew focus onTrump
Tower comes at a delicate
time for theWhiteHouse.

The president’s lawyers
are in sensitive negotiations
with Mueller’s team, who
want toquestionTrumpina
face-to-face interview, a po-
tentiallykeystep in thecase.
Prosecutors generally leave
high-profile interviews un-
til the end of an investiga-
tion. “There are ongoing
discussions” that have be-
come “more focused,” ac-
cording to a source familiar
with the investigation.

The president’s lawyers
declined to comment.

“We don’t discuss con-
versations we’ve had or not

had with the special coun-
sel’s office,” said Jay Seku-
low, one of the president’s
personal lawyers.

Legal experts have said
it’s unlikely that Trumpwill
be able to avoid an inter-
view with Mueller, and the
president has publicly ex-
pressed an eagerness to do
so. “Iwould love todo it,” he
said in January.

The White House has
shed several senior officials
thisweek, andU.S.Attorney
General Jeff Sessions, who
upset Trump by stepping
aside from theRussia inves-
tigation because he had
workedwith thepresident’s
campaign, could be on the
chopping block.

Mueller is overseen by
Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein because
Sessions stepped aside. But
replacing Sessions could al-
low Trump to exert more
influence over the investi-

gation — assuming his no-
minee could pass Senate
confirmation.

Republicans have gener-
ally warned Trump against
firing Sessions, a former
senator from Alabama who
still enjoys strong support
from the party.

White House lawyer Ty
Cobb has assured Trump
that the case couldbewind-
ing down soon, lifting a
cloud over the president.
But the recent activity from
prosecutors suggests that
isn’t the case, said a Repub-
lican lawyer familiar with
the case. “It’s pretty clear
that this is not wrapping
up,” the lawyer said. “The
president shouldn’t be rely-
ingonthehopethat thiswill
end soon.”

Associated Press contrib-
uted.

chris.megerian@latimes.com

President Donald Trump, seen Thursday at the White House, has worked hard to carefully shield his company’s financial dealings from outside scrutiny.

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST

Trump
business
becomes
a focus
Probe, from Page 1

Included in the investigation is a 2016 meeting between a
Kremlin-backed lawyer and three Trump aides, including
eldest son Donald Jr., left, and son-in-law Jared Kushner.
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LUOTIANBA, China —
The bishop can’t really talk
about religion right now.

His unofficial church is
caught in a fight over the
futureof theRomanCatho-
lic faith here, a struggle for
control between the Vati-
can and the Communist
Party that will determine
the fate of the estimated 10
million Catholics in China
and shape the legacy of
PopeFrancis.

Bishop Zhuang Jianjian,
88, under watch and al-
ready in trouble, knows it is
notsafe tospeakout.Buthe
can still deliver a sermon.

Just before 7 a.m. on a
recent Sunday, he walked
to the front of a small,
white church in the green
hills of Guangdong prov-
ince and told the story of
how God tested Abraham
andAbrahamkept faith.

In half-empty pews,
grandmothers in quilted
jackets traced their fingers
across the creased pages of
theirChineseprayerbooks.
Farmers, arriving late,
made the sign of the cross.
For them, and for millions
of others, these are testing
times.

For decades, the Vatican
and the Communist Party
have been at odds over
Catholicism in China, par-
ticularly on the question of
who appoints clergy — the
Holy See or Beijing.

Vatican-appointed bish-
ops like Zhuang operate
underground, which
means they are oftenunder
surveillance and are never
totally safe. The govern-
ment-backed Chinese Pa-
trioticCatholic Association
chooses leaders for
churches of its own.

Now, a deal is in the
works.Theplanwouldgive
Pope Francis a say in how
bishops are appointed in
the People’s Republic. In
return, the pope would
recognize seven bishops
who were ordained with-
outVatican approval.

It is being pitched as a
way to restore ties between
theVatican andBeijing and
bolster the church at a time
when President Xi Jinping
is cracking down on reli-
gion, and Catholicism is
losing ground to other
faiths.

Critics, particularly sen-
ior Catholic figures in
Hong Kong, see it as a
catastrophic sellout that
would put party cadres in
chargeof communities that
have long fought to wor-
ship without government
control. They want the
pope to reconsider.

“To join the Patriotic
Association is to deny our
faith,” saidCardinal Joseph
Zen, the former bishop of
Hong Kong and the deal’s
most vocal critic. “If the
government is managing
the church, it is not the
CatholicChurchanymore.”

Inan interviewwithThe
Washington Post in Hong
Kong, where the church
operates relatively freely,
Zen confirmed the story
that Zhuang could not tell.

InDecember, the elderly

bishop was escorted from
Guangdong to Beijing,
where a papal delegation
asked him to retire tomake
way for Huang Bingzhang,
an excommunicated
bishopwhoalsohappensto
be a member of China’s
National People’s Con-
gress.

Zhuang refused.
Sitting in the seventh

row that morning was a
71-year-old farmer with
whitehair andwornhands.
He asked to be identified
only by his family name,
Cai, for fear of persecution.

On Sundays, Cai walks
through fields of cabbage
and sweet potato to attend
Zhuang’s service. Most
other evenings, he hosts
neighbors in a makeshift
chapel on the ground floor
of his home.

Cai, like many here,
traces his family’s Catholic
roots back generations —
“five or six, to the time of
the Qing dynasty,” he said
—whenCatholicism estab-
lished itself in this part of
China under French influ-
ence in the 19th century.

He has seen faith tested.
And he has seen it survive.
“You cannot get rid of the
Catholic Church,” he said.
“Catholics are like seeds.”

That, of course, is what
China’s leaders fear. Critics
say the Patriotic Associ-
ation,whichwas created in
1957, aims to channel Cath-
olics into churches where
faith in party, not faith in
God, comes first.

WhilemanyCatholics in
China have joined,millions
of others have held out,
unwilling to compromise
on the primacy of the pope.
Now, it is the pope who

hopes to unite them.
The Vatican seems to be

betting that regularizing
religious practice will revi-
talize the faith.Catholicism
is rooted in China’s
countryside, and that has
posed an ever larger prob-
lem.As youngpeoplemove
to the cities, small towns
and villages empty out, so,
too, do churches.

At Zhuang’s service,
there were perhaps two
dozenparishioners: elderly
farmers, two teenage girls
and one fidgety altar boy
who arrived, then zoomed
away, on a muddy motor-
bike.

The villagers of Luo-
tianba spoke carefully, and
mostly off the record, to
avoid criticizing the gov-
ernment or the church.
Some said it didn’t matter
who the bishop was. Oth-
ers thought it did.

Few seemed pleased
about the prospect of
change. Zhuang, their
bishop, was born in this
area and, like them, speaks
Hakka, a language that is
unintelligible to many Chi-
nese. The bishop set to
replace him, Huang, won’t
understand them, Cai wor-
ried.

Closer to the halls of
power, the debate over a
deal hasbeenaccompanied
by secret meetings, open
letters and dramatic, last-
minute flights toRome.

That Zen, and other
church leaders, are willing
to speak so openly is strik-
ing, and presents a chal-
lenge to the pope.

Efforts at rapproche-
ment did not start with
Francis, but he has given
the issue greater attention.

He has taken several
chances to send greetings
to Xi. In a 2016 interview,
he wished the Chinese
president ahappynewyear
and expounded on the
“greatness of the Chinese
people.”

Negotiations appeared
stuck until earlier this year,
when news broke that
Zhuang and a second Vati-
can-appointed bishop had
been asked to step down.

Zhuang wrote a letter
appealing to the pope and
sent it to Zen. On the night
of Jan. 9, Zen, not trusting
Vatican diplomats to deliv-
er hismail, decided to fly to
Rome, he said.

The next day, he arrived
to an audience where car-
dinals andbishopsmaykiss
the pope’s hands. He han-
ded Francis a translation of
Zhuang’s letter, plus a let-
ter of his own.

OntheeveningofJan. 12,
the pope received him and
he made his case. “I was
rather disorderly in my
talking, but I think I suc-
ceeded to convey to the
Holy Father the worries of
his faithful children in
China,” hewrote.

Zen called the deal a
betrayal of underground
Catholicswhohadkept the
faith under tough condi-
tions. “With the deal, you
arepushingpeoplewhoare
outside the cage into the
cage — that’s incredible,”
he said.

In Luotianba village, the
anxiety about what comes
next is palpable — even
when it goes unsaid.

“It’s not convenient to
talk, forgive me,” Zhuang
said that Sunday morning.
“But Iwill keepmy faith.”

Pope tests faith of Chinese Catholics
Those faithful to
Rome distrust
papal outreach to
Beijing’s church

By Emily Rauhala
TheWashington Post

Catholics from nearby villages pray and chant in Bobei Catholic Church in Guangdong province, China.

YAN CONG/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia
— Fatima Salem giggles
with hesitation when it’s
her turn to drive through a
small parking lot linedwith
bright orange cones and
arrows. Like millions of
Saudi women, she plans on
applying for a driver’s li-
cense when the kingdom
lifts its ban on women
driving in June.

But first, she has to learn
how todrive.

“I’m a little nervous,” the
30-year-old master’s stu-
dent said.

Francesca Pardini, an
Italian former race car
driver, helps calm her
nerves, reminding Salem to
check the mirrors and
buckle up.

Once on the road, Par-
dini reached over to help
straighten out the wheel
after a left turn, and they
both lurchedforwardwhen
Salem stepped on the
brakes before a stop sign.

The right to drive,which
people in other countries
gain as teenagers after a
similar ordeal has been
denied to Saudiwomen.

Dozens who dared to
protest and defy the ban
over the years were jailed,

prosecuted and stigma-
tized.

But a royal decree issued
last year by King Salman
announcing that women
would be allowed to drive
in 2018 upended one of the
most visible forms of dis-
crimination in Saudi Ara-
bia, where guardianship
laws still give men the final
say on whether a woman
can travel abroad, obtain a
passport ormarry.

The king’s 32-year-old
son and heir, Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
has pushed through anum-
ber of other reforms to
relax some of the country’s
ultraconservative rules.

They include allowing
women into stadiums to
watch sports, bringing back
musical concerts and
promisingareturnofmovie
theaters this month after a
more than three-decade
ban.

Thereformsareaimedat
improving Saudi Arabia’s
image abroad, attracting
foreign investors, increas-
ing women’s participation
in theworkforce andboost-
ing local household spend-
ing as lower oil prices force
the kingdom to undertake
sensitive austerity mea-
sures.

The ban onwomen driv-
ing has been costly for
Saudi families.

The wealthy hire and
house male drivers, often
from South Asian coun-

tries, while others make do
with taxis and ride-hailing
services.

Still, for many women,
commuting towork or run-
ning basic errands requires
a husband or son who can
make the drive.

At the female-only cam-
pus of Effat University in
Jiddah, dozens of young
Saudi students dressed in
long, loose black robes —
still the requireddress code
— braved the afternoon
heat for a chance to learn
how todrive on their own.

Theuniversityorganized
training this month for stu-
dents to learn the basics of
how to operate a car.

For most of the young
women, the hour-long
training, sponsored by Ford
Motor, is the first time
they’ve ever sat in the
driver’s seat.

Female-only universities
across Saudi Arabia are
expected to offer women
full driving courses once
the rules and guidelines
from the government are
announced.

“I felt out of place. I’ve
never sat on that side of the
car. Usually I always sit in
the back or on the right
side, but it felt good. You
feel, like, in control,” said
SaraGhouth, an18-year-old
freshman. “Iwant todrivea
car. I want to be independ-
ent.”

Car companies see the
lifting of the ban as an

opportunity to promote
their brands and rev up
sales in Saudi Arabia, a
country of around 20 mil-
lion citizens where around
half arewomen.

Ford’s Driving Skills for
Life program, a one-time
session that focuses on
safety, has been taught
around the world, includ-
ing tomale drivers in Saudi
Arabia, but this is the first
time the company has
taughtwomen-onlygroups,
which are mostly made up
of first-timedrivers.

“With these girls, they’re
like an empty book,” said
Pardini, the Italian trainer
with Ford. “They really
want to learn.”

Before the training be-
gan recently, Ford con-
ducted surveys with wom-
en across Saudi Arabia to
better understand what
they are looking for in a car

and how to market their
brand to the newdrivers.

“The first thing we don’t
want to do is be patroniz-
ing.This isn’tabout lipgloss
and nail polish and things
like that. These are educat-
ed women,” said Crystal
Worthem, a marketing
managerwithFord.

Worthem said the
American automaker “ab-
solutely” expects a lift in
sales as Saudi women start
driving this summer. She
said some women are al-
ready purchasing cars for
when the ban is lifted,
while others own the cars
they are ferried around in.

“Women have always
beeninourshowrooms,but
now women are actively
shopping for themselves,
which is exciting,” she said.
“It’s a car that they can
drive and not a car that
they’ll be riding in.”

A student at the female-only campus of Effat University
sits for the first time in the driver’s seat during training.

AMR NABIL/AP

Saudi women test-drive freedom
Many train for day
kingdom lifts ban
on female drivers
By Aya Batrawy
Associated Press

WASHINGTON—Seven
of the patients were dead,
and twomorewere dying of
a rare chronic, progressive
lung disease that can be
treated but not cured.

It’s estimated that about
200,000 people in the
United States have Idio-
pathic Pulmonary Fibrosis,
or IPF, at any one time.

But the common de-
nominator of a small group
of patients at a Virginia
clinic over a 15-year period
is worrying the Centers for
DiseaseControl: Eightwere
dentists; a ninth was a
dental technician.

The dental professionals
were23 timesmore likely to
have IPF than the rest of the
population, the CDC said in
its Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report, released
last week.Something in
their workplace environ-
ment may have been poi-
soning them, investigators
said, although they don’t
knowwhat.

IPFcausesscarringof the
lungs, according to the re-
port. It can be slowed, but
nothingcanremovethescar
tissue. Over time, the lungs
have difficulty getting oxy-
gen to vital organs like the
heart and brain.

In April, 2016, a Virginia
dentist who had been diag-
nosed with IPF and was
undergoing treatment at a
specialty clinic called the
CDC with a warning: Sev-
eral other dental profes-
sionals had sought treat-
ment at the same facility.

Investigators pored over
nearly 900 records of IPF
patients at that clinic over a
21-year period and found
the nine patients with the
commonwork history.

The median survival age
of IPF after diagnosis is
three to five years. But first,
patients experience short-
nessofbreath,adry,chronic
cough,weight loss, jointand
muscle pain and clubbed
fingers or toes.

Dentists and people who
work in their offices are
exposed to a specific set of
hazards, particularly silica,
polyvinyl siloxane, alginate
and other toxic substances
that can be inhaled when
they’re polishing dental ap-
pliances or preparing amal-
gams.

Older dentists usually
fare worse, because they
mayhavepracticedata time
when safety standards wer-
en’t as stringent.

“We do work with mate-
rials and with human bio-
products that are poten-
tially damaging to our bod-
ies if we inhale them,” Paul
Casamassimo, chief policy
officer of the American
Academy of Pediatric Den-
tistry’s Pediatric Oral
Health & Research Center,
toldCNN.

For example, the dentist
who alerted the CDC never
smoked, “but reported not
wearing aNational Institute
for Occupational Safety and
Health-certified respirator
during dental activities
throughout his 40-year
dental practice,” the CDC
said. During the past 20
years, he started wearing a
surgical mask, which still
may have been inadequate.

Still, “more work has to
bedonebeforewecanmake
any conclusions about the
risk dentists or other dental
personnel have,” Randall
Nett, lead author of the
study and medical officer
with the U.S. Public Health
Service, toldCNN.

Even though CDC inves-
tigatorshavenot figuredout
what, specifically, caused
IPF in the patients, the
study’s release may still do
some good.

Before, workers exposed
to dust from wood and
metal have been warned to
take precautions to prevent
IPF, but this is the first time
the CDC has warned that
dentists and thepeoplewho
work in their offices are
vulnerable. And IPF may
not have a cure, but there
are protective measures:
namely proper ventilation
and wearing a respirator
during certain procedures.

Lung
disease
striking
dentists
CDC baffled by
cluster of deadly
illness in Virginia
By Cleve R.
Wootson Jr.
TheWashington Post
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During our Spring Clearance, it’s time to add color to your home.
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STOCKHOLM — North
Korea’s foreign minister
metwithhisSwedishcoun-
terpart Thursday after
making a surprise trip to
Stockholm that has fueled
speculation about a meet-
ing between President
Donald Trump and North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un.

Foreign Minister Ri
Yong Ho landed at Stock-
holm Arlanda Airport on a
direct flight from Beijing
and spent several hours at
the Swedish Foreign Min-
istrybefore returning to the
NorthKoreanEmbassy.

Ri’s talks with Foreign
Minister Margot Wall-

strom are expected to re-
sumeFriday.

Sweden has had diplo-
matic relations with North
Korea since 1973 and is one
of the few Western coun-
tries with an embassy in
Pyongyang. It provides
consular services for the
United States in North Ko-
rea.

“If the key actors want
Sweden to play a role,
facilitate (talks), be a forum
or a link orwhatever itmay
be, thenwe are prepared to
do that,” Prime Minister
Stefan Lofven told Swe-
den’s TT news agency ear-
lier Thursday.

“We shouldn’t be naive

and believe it is Sweden
that solves these prob-
lems,” Lofven added.

The trip by Ri is being
closely watched because
there remains a huge
amount of preparation that
needs to be done and rela-
tively little timebeforeKim
is supposedly planning to
sit down for summits with
South Korean President
Moon Jae-in andTrump.

Trump has agreed to
meetKimbyMay.

North Korea has yet to
publicly comment on what
it hopes to gain from the
summits, adding an extra
element of mystery and
skepticism.

EmbattledVAchief says he has
no intention of steppingdown

WASHINGTON—Vet-
erans Affairs Secretary
David Shulkin, under fire
for ethics violations, said
Thursday that he has no
intention of leavinghis job
even as the White House
hinted at the possibility of
“personnel changes” to
lead the agency.

Shulkin, the lone
Obama administration
holdover in Trump’s Cab-
inet, expressed regret for
“distractions” that have
shifted attention from his
efforts to fix veterans’

health care.
Shulkin, speaking at a

Housebudget hearing, ad-
dressed an investigation
underway into his alleged
use of security detail for
personal errands. He de-
nied the accusation.

Shulkin has faced sev-
eral investigationsoverhis
travel and leadership of
the department, including
a bruising VA watchdog
report that found ethics
violations in connection
with his trip to Europe
with hiswife last summer.

Nepal authorities labor to ID
survivors in deadly plane crash

KATHMANDU, Nepal
— Authorities are strug-
gling to identify the sur-
vivors of a deadly plane
crash earlier this week,
with many of the injured
burned, in critical condi-
tion and unable to speak,
officials saidThursday.

Extensive burns, in
both the living and the
dead, have made identifi-
cationsmoredifficult, said
police spokesman Manoj
Neupane. The flight from
Bangladesh, which was

carrying 67 passengers
and four crew members,
slammed into a field be-
side the Kathmandu air-
port runway Monday. Ne-
upane saidat least 11 of the
survivors have been iden-
tified. The crash left 49
people dead.

Of the 22 survivors, 19
are being treated in Kath-
mandu hospitals, he said,
and another has been
flown to Singapore for
more medical care. Two
others have gone home.

ConductorLevine, ousted after
sex abuse inquiry, sues theMet

NEW YORK — Con-
ductor James Levine has
sued New York’s Met-
ropolitan Opera over a
sexual misconduct inves-
tigation that sank his sto-
ried career. His lawsuit
was filed Thursday and
says the opera company
used baseless allegations
to tarnish him and then
fired himMonday.

TheNewYorkCity law-
suit accuses the Met of
breach of contract and
defamation.Thesuit seeks

at least $5.8 million in
damages.

The Met had no com-
ment.

The Met suspended
Levine and began an in-
vestigation in December
after the New York Post
and The New York Times
aired allegations of sexual
misconduct involving
three boys decades ago.

Levine said the claims
were unfounded. He
hasn’t been charged with
any crime.

S.C. killer’s sister chargedwithweapons at school
COLUMBIA, S.C. — The

sister of theman sentenced
to die for killing nine peo-
ple at a South Carolina
church in 2015 has been
arrested at her school and
chargedwith bringing pep-
per spray, a knife andmari-
juana onto the campus.

Morgan Roof, 18, was
arrestedWednesday atA.C.

Flora High School after a
school administrator con-
tacted the school resource
officer, Richland County
Sheriff Leon Lott said in a
news release.

She is charged with two
counts of carrying a weap-
on on school grounds and
one count of simple pos-
session ofmarijuana.

No onewas hurt.
A judge set her bond at

$5,000 and said she could
not return to the school.
She was screened for a
public defender.

Dylann Roof was con-
victed of fatally shooting
nine African-American pa-
rishioners at a Charleston
church in 2015.

U.S.military:
Iran naval
forces halt
‘provocations’

MANAMA, Bahrain —
Iranian naval forces ap-
pear to have halted their
provocations of U.S. Navy
ships in thePersianGulf in
recentmonths, a U.S.mili-
tary official saidThursday.

Navy Cmdr. William
Urban, spokesman forU.S.
Naval Forces Central
Command,said therehave
been no “unsafe and un-
professional” actions by
Iranian naval forces in the
Gulf since August 2017.
Prior to that, Iranian ves-
sels hadperiodicallymade
high-speed approaches to
U.S. ships that were con-
sidered dangerous provo-
cations.

Urban declined to
speculate on the reason
for the change.

Urban spoke to report-
ers traveling with U.S. De-
fense Secretary Jim Mat-
tis, who stopped in
Bahrain to meet with sen-
ior government officials
and U.S. military leaders
on his way back from
Afghanistan.

Stormy time:Foraweek,
the world has waited:
When would “60 Min-
utes” air its interviewwith
porn star Stormy Daniels
alleging an affair with
President Donald Trump?
CBShas chosenMarch25,
according to people famil-
iar with the timing. Her
attorney, Michael Ave-
natti, did not respond to a
question about the timing.

Divorce court: Donald
Trump Jr. and his wife,
Vanessa, are separating,
the couple announced
Thursday. A public court
record filed Thursday in
New York says Vanessa
Trump is seeking an un-
contested divorce from
the president’s oldest son.
The couple, who married
in 2005 and have five kids,
asked for privacy.

NEWS BRIEFING
Staff and news services

Hungarians use cellphones to light up a protest march Thursday against Prime Minister
Viktor Orban in Budapest. Orban also held a rally in the capital. The rallies also marked
the 170th anniversary of the 1848 revolution. Parliamentary elections will be held in April.

DARKO VOJINOVIC/AP

North Korean official’s visit to
Sweden fuels Trump, Kim talks
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Chicago tax attorneyAndreaRaila collected
signatures and filed paperwork last fall to run for
CookCounty assessor. But due to Illinois’ Byzan-
tine candidate filing process, she has been
bounced on and off the ballot formonths.

It’swrong forRaila,wrong for voters. Due to
the uncertainty of her candidacy she hasn’t been
able to campaign. She hasn’t been able to raise
money. She hasn’t been invited to candidate fo-
rums. Andnow, following a 1stDistrict Illinois
AppellateCourt rulingWednesday, she is offi-
cially back in the race—unlessmore judges inter-
vene.

This even though
election officials in
CookCounty andChi-
cago have beenwarning
voters forweeks that
votes cast for herwould
not be counted.

Got all that? Law-
makers, you write
election law. Fix your
mess.

For lack of smarter
statutes, challenges to
Raila’s signatures and
how theywere collected
have dragged on for
months. Elections offi-
cials stripped pages of
her signatures, dropping
her total of valid names
below the required
amount, on broad accu-
sations that theywere
fraudulently collected. A
lower court ruling up-
held that decision. But the appeals court found
that signatures collected onher behalf had been
tossed unfairly and that Raila’s campaign de-
served due process. The court’s ruling puts her
back on the ballot.

So days beforeTuesday’s primary, the race is in
a tailspin. A two-personmatchup for assessor
between incumbent JosephBerrios andnew-
comer Frederick “Fritz”Kaegi ofOakPark is now
a three-way racewithRaila andwhat’s left of her
candidacy. This could affect the outcome.

How should voters react? After evenly evaluat-
ing all three candidatesweeks ago,we endorsed
Kaegi and still consider him themost promising
candidate. The imperative here is for voterswho
takeDemocratic ballots to oust Berrios.Heaps of
independent research,much of it byTribune report-
ers, attest to the rank unfairness of his assessment
system,which favors affluent homeowners at the
expense of poor andminority communities. Each
daywe’ve been publishing, online and in print, new
entries on our list of reasons to fire Berrios.We’ll
keep doing that throughElectionDay.

That’s alsowhen lots of Illinois pols could lose
interest in fixing state
law: For them, the ur-
gency of an election tends
to fade at precisely 7 p.m.
whenpolls close state-
wide. All of us should be
pressuring legislative
leaders and the governor
of Illinois to curtail the
chance of these injustices,
which happenwith trou-
bling regularity. There’s
no shortage of good-
government proposals for
how tomake state elec-
tion statutesmorework-
able (and less hostile to
newcomers challenging
incumbents).

For openers, the ballot-
challenge process,which
begins inDecember,
needs to be scrapped and
revamped. There simply
isn’t enough time for
candidateswhose peti-

tions have been challenged to get through the gant-
let— exercising their right to stay on the ballot—
and for elections officials to finalize the printing and
electronic loading of those ballots.

There is no question the process has cheated
Raila. It also has cheated some99,000CookCounty
early voterswho’ve already cast ballots forTues-
day’s primary. Theywere told at polling places that
votes forRailawould not count.

How is that fair toRaila?
Andhow is that fair to those voters?

When Illinois ballots cheat
voters and candidates

Andrea Raila’s candidacy has been ruined.

Toy stores arewondrous places for 8-
year-olds and for the inner 8-year-old run-
ning amok in almost all of us.

In somewarehouse stores— likeToysR
Us— shelves burstwith shiny newbaubles
that overwhelm the eye, and often the
credit card.

Themagic has faded forToysRUs,
which is planning to sell or close all of its
735U.S. stores. Executives blame the usual
suspects—discounting and overbearing
retailers likeWalmart, gigantic internet
competitors likeAmazon. In otherwords,
fierce competition.Many retailers are
under the same intense pressure asToysR
Us. The retail landscape shifts quickly in
the internet age. That’s not an omen for the
future, just a fact.

ToysRUshas capitalized on selection
andprice. But if its store presence dwin-
dles, its customers’ toy optionswon’t.
Hatchimals, Barbie, G.I. Joe, StarWars light
sabers,HotWheels, L.O.L. Surprise! dolls
and (name your favorite toy)will still be
available, by click or by bricks-and-mortar.

With this downsizing of an empire,
there should be an opening for the smaller
toy stores thatmayhave struggled to keep
upwith thewarehouse-style stores like
ToysRUs.

Maybe the fall of ToysRUswill embold-
en entrepreneurs to start up new stores that
cater tomoms andpopswho crave amore
manageable experience— taking a child to
a neighborhood store that doesn’t just
pluck boxes from shelves and transport
them to the cashier, but lets kids explore
and, above all, play. These cozier toy tab-
leaux—many small toy stores already are
thriving—could sellmore parents on less
frenzy and chaos than the typicalwhining-
on-every-aislemodel.

Every store, big or small, can depend on
the acquisitive instinct in every child. The
totmantra hasn’t changed in generations:
See it, want it, persuade parent to buy it.

Any parentwho resists that edict risks a
reckoning. Smart store ownerswillmake
suremany toys are at child eye-level.Hint,

hint.
ToysRUs is but the latest big toy retailer

to capsize under debt and changing con-
sumer habits. Remember FAOSchwarz,
famous for its gaudyNewYorkCity flag-
ship storewhere “Big”movie stars Tom

Hanks andRobert Loggia danced on the
floor piano?

ToysRUs bought FAO in 2009 and
shuttered its FifthAvenue location in 2015.
But the newowner of FAO reportedly
plans to open a new flagship store inMan-

hattan and expand the brand into airports
around theworld.What dies is often re-
born in a different form.

AsToysRUswithers,wehopemore
independent toy sellers bloom. Like toys
themselves, all it takes is imagination.

A new chapter in the
never-ending Toy Story

SCOTT STANTIS

Next in a series of 10 compelling reasonswhyDemo-
cratic voters should defeat CookCountyAssessor Joseph
Berrios in theMarch 20primary election.

Reason6:Lastweek, Chicago’s BetterGovernment
Association reported that tobacco giant AltriaGroupwon
fromBerrios’ office a lucrative property tax break on a
Franklin Park chewing tobaccowarehouse andmanufac-
turing facility. Problemalready: Berrios co-owns a lobby-
ing firm that counts Altria among its longtime clients.

“Records show thewarehousewas under contract to
sell for double the value that Berrios’ office assigned, de-
spite the legal requirement that the standard for such
determination is 100 percent of fairmarket value,” the
BGAwrote. TheBGA’s numbers: Berrios’ office had as-
sessed the property at just under $12.3million. AnAltria
subsidiary asked for a reduction because the building had
been 45 percent vacant. Berrios’ office cut the estimated
value to $8.1million. That reduced the 2017 tax bill on the
property from just under $1.1million to about $725,000.
Soon after Berrios’ office signed off on that valuation cut,
Altria’s subsidiary closed on the sale of the property for $16
million— roughly double the assessed valuation of $8.1
million.

Berrios told theBGAhe “wasn’t involved” inAltria’s
appeal but said he believed the assessment reductionwas
justified. If only theCookCounty’s assessor didn’t have a
mess of conflicting
interests that leave
taxpayerswonder-
ing if they’re get-
ting a fair deal from
this office.

Time to go, Joe.
The better ballot
choice is Frederick
“Fritz”Kaegi,
right, a financial
analyst fromOak
Park.

REASONS TO FIRE ASSESSOR BERRIOS

He has so many interests,
so many conflicts

You’ll find a downloadable, printable list of Chicago Tribune primary election endorsements,
as well as the candidates’ responses to our questionnaires, at chicagotribune.com/candidates.



15Chicago Tribune | Section 1 | Friday, March 16, 2018

PERSPECTIVE

After seeing the absoluteweirdest
political commercial of this campaign
season—CookCountyAssessor Joe
Berrios’ attack onhis primary oppo-
nent’s record on guns—youwill have
questions.

I have answers.

Q:Wait,what did that narrator
just say?

A: She said:
“To stop the (National Rifle Associ-

ation), follow themoney. Banker Fritz
Kaegi’s firm invested heavily in this
NRAdonor’s company. Kaegi got rich
and theNRAgotmillions to spend
blocking gun control. NowKaegi’s
spending his fortune calling himself
progressive, butKaegi puts profits over
people. Joe Berrios stood up to theNRA,
writing the landmark law outlawing
guns in schools, and is fighting to ban
assaultweapons.”

Q: SoKaegi donates to theNRA?
A:That’s the impression the ad

would like you to come awaywith. But
note that it alleges only a very indirect
contribution, sayingKaegi’s firm—
ColumbiaWagnerAssetManagement
— invested heavily in a company

owned by someonewhodonates to
theNRA.

An on-screen graphic identifies that
company asClaytonWilliamsEnergy
Inc., a Texas corporation that a
Mother Jonesmagazine report identi-
fied as “theNRA’s largest corporate
donor outside of the firearm industry,
and one of its six largest overall
donors.”

And, indeed, aU.S. Securities and
ExchangeCommission report shows
ColumbiaWagner’s AcornFund in-
vested $15.9million inClayton
WilliamsEnergy in early 2014.

Q: Is it fair to hold an investor in
a corporation responsible for the
outside donationsmadeby that
corporation?

A:That’s certainly debatable. But
here’s the thing: Kaegiwas not the
manager of theAcornFund at the time
it invested inClaytonWilliamsEnergy.
He didn’t take over the funduntilMay
2015,more than a year later.

And, again, according toU.S. Securi-
ties andExchangeCommission filings,
theAcornFundpulled completely out
of ClaytonWilliamsEnergy by the fall
of 2015.

Q:Was thatKaegimaking a state-
ment against theNRA?

A:Nope.He simply thought the oil
and gas companywas “a bad invest-
ment,” according to campaign spokes-
manDeRondal Bevly.

Bevly added thatKaegi “is anti-
NRAand favors the implementation of

sensible gun reform to keep dangerous
weapons out of our communities.”

Q:DidBerrios really buck the
NRAbywriting a “landmark” school
gunban?

A:TheBerrios campaign did not
respond to phone, email and text re-
quests to back up this claim,which
would be related toBerrios’ time as a
state representative from 1982 to 1988.

A spokesman for the Illinois Coali-
tionAgainstHandgunViolence didn’t
knowwhat Berriosmeant and referred
me to formerDemocratic state Sen.
WilliamMarovitz,whowas strongly
identifiedwith the gun-control efforts
in Springfield during that era.

“I have no ideawhat lawhe is refer-
ring to,”Marovitz said.

As forNRAopposition, in 1999 the
organization’s vice president,Wayne
LaPierre said, “Webelieve in absolutely
gun-free, zero-tolerance, totally safe
schools. Thatmeans no guns inAmeri-
ca’s schools. Period,” thoughhe allowed
for exceptions for “law enforcement
officers or trained security personnel.”

Q:How isBerrios “fighting toban
assaultweapons” in his job asCook
County assessor?

A:Again, his campaign declined to
clarify, but advocacy of firearms policy
is not in the portfolio of county asses-
sors. Their job is to accurately and fairly
estimate the value of commercial and
residential properties for tax purposes.
Period.

The brief against Berrios is not that

he’s squishy on guns, it’s that he’s been
a lousy assessor. A study by the inde-
pendentCivicConsultingAlliance and
a joint investigation by theTribune
andProPublica Illinois foundwide-
spread errors and racial inequities on
hiswatch.

A story postedThursday reported
that the flawedproperty tax assess-
ment systemcaused a $2.2 billion
transfer ofwealth fromowners of
overvaluedChicago homes to owners
of undervalued ones between 2011 and
2015, according to a study by theMu-
nicipal FinanceCenter at theUni-
versity of Chicago’sHarris School of
Public Policy.

Kaegi andhis fellow challenger
AndreaRaila (nowback on the ballot
after a court rulingTuesday) promise
to overhaul the assessment system to
make itmore accurate and transpar-
ent. They donot promise to limit
access to deadlyweapons.

Q:WhywouldBerrios run such a
misleading and irrelevant commer-
cial this close to theprimary elec-
tion?

A:Todistract voters fromhis dismal
record and exploit for political gain
the gunmassacre of 17 students and
staffmembers at a Florida high school
less than twoweeks before this com-
mercial started to run. Thatwould be
my guess.

But, as always, you’re free to draw
your own conclusions.

ericzorn@gmail.com Twitter@EricZorn

A campaign ad for the incumbent Cook County assessor makes claims that are unverifiable and irrelevant to the office.

BERRIOS CAMPAIGN

Berrios misfires in attacking
Kaegi’s gun record

Eric Zorn

Think you are simply hysterical? Enter the Scott Stantis cartoon caption contest.
Scott draws a cartoon eachweek— thisweek’s cartoon appears above—and invites readers to submit their ideas for
the caption. Scottwill choose 10 finalists and readerswill vote on thewinner.Here’s how to play:
Scottwill post a newcartoon eachThursday afternoon at chicagotribune.com/caption. Readers can submit their
captions by email to ctc-captions@tribpub.comuntil noonMonday. Please include your name and townof residence.
Votingwill startMonday afternoon and finish at noonThursday. A newcartoon, plus the previousweek’swinners,
will appear online eachThursday afternoon and in print eachFriday.

SCOTT STANTIS CARTOON CAPTION CONTEST

WINNER
Nope.

LennyRichards, Chicago

RUNNERS-UP
Look! It’sMr. O’Leary!
LewCohen,Northbrook

Diogenes, what are you doing in Illinois?
RonDilger,Woodridge

Excuseme. I’m looking for an honest ...
Oh nevermind.Whatwas I thinking?

StevenM. Schwartz,DeerPark

LAST WEEK’S WINNERS
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PERSPECTIVE

Over the last severalmonths, awell-
intentioned experiment in criminal justice
reformhas been quietly rolling out in
courtrooms acrossChicago.Whilemuch
has been good so far, I amconcerned the
effort is dangerously veering off course.

From the outside, getting criminal
justice right sounds simple enough: After
someone is arrested, keep the violent ones
locked up and let everyone else go unless
anduntil they are convicted.

But in reality, the violent ones have long
been able to get outwhile thosewhopose
no threat to public safety languished in
jail. That is because our systemhas always
put a price on freedom. If youhave
enoughmoney to pay bail, nomatter the
danger, you can roam free before your
trial. If you don’t have cash, nomatter
howharmless you are, you stay behind
bars.

What that systemgave uswas both an
overcrowded jail and streets filledwith
blood and spent shell casings.

Awork in progress
I’ve been pushing for a new system that

reasonably assesses if someone is a danger
or flight risk. If so, they get locked up; if
not, they go home to await their day in
court. Because this type of pretrial justice
is both fair and saves taxpayersmoney, it
has been slowly emerging across the
country.

On Sept. 18, 2017, CookCounty judges
startedmoving toward that system.They
stopped setting unreasonably high bonds.
Our research shows thatmore low-level
offenders are getting out pretrial. The jail
population has dropped considerably and
we are savingmoney. Those are all good
things.

Yet,we are also seeingmore people
who are accused of violent crimes such as
armed robbery or carjacking—andmore
who are known to be habitual gun offend-
ers—going homeor being placed on
community supervision programswith

little regard forwhether those programs
are capable ofmitigating the added risk to
public safety.

This is notwhat real reform looks like.

Public safety
Those of uswhohave pushed reform

promised the public that itwas aimed at
getting nonviolent offenders out of jail.
Public safety,we said,would not be com-
promised. Other justice systems have
moved away fromcash bail and kept the
public safe. But they don’t do it by re-
leasing defendants recklessly. They hold
thosewhopose a danger to the public,
andheavily invest in community supervi-
sion programs for thosewhodon’t.

A noncash systemdoesn’twork if the
risk posed is not adequately addressed.

Cause and effect
I recently raised concern about judges

sending a high number of potentially
violent defendants to the electronicmoni-
toring program I run. The programwas
designed to handle nonviolent offenders,
but the number of defendants facing vi-
olent crime or gun chargeswho are or-
dered into the programhas jumped by
about 50 percent.

CookCounty’s recent severe budget
cuts havemade it difficult to effectively
take on this increasing risk in a home
detention program thatmonitorsmore
than 2,000people on ankle bracelets
every day.

My concern has so far beenmetwith
indifference, denial and ungrounded
outrage.My commitment to reformhas
been questioned. Some say those arrested
on gun charges aren’t necessarily “vi-
olent.” Even if they are, others argue, there
is no proof theywill commit newcrimes
or flee prosecution if they have an ankle
bracelet on them.Critics argue that few
defendants have been rearrested so far.
This ignores the fact that thousands of
crime victims every year— those shot,
robbed or raped—gowithout justice

because no one is charged. In 2017, the
murder closure rate inChicago hit a new
lowat just 17.5 percent.

The debate around criminal justice
reform is often filledwith extremes.Many
want to see everyone locked up and argue
that an ounce of compassion is tanta-
mount to pulling the trigger on innocent
victims. Others firmly believe that jails
have no place in our society and express
deep outragewhen any criminal has to do
time behind bars.

Thenuances of reform
But the reform I support— and contin-

ue to push for— is not about loading up
the jail or emptying it. Reform isn’t about
reaching some arbitrary number of people
in the jail, declaring victory andhoping it
allworks outwell in the end.

No, the reform I have been fighting for
is about constantly evaluatingwhetherwe
have it right,whetherwe are keeping
people safe andwhetherwehave the right
people in custody and the right people—
like thementally ill and drug addicts—
out of jail and in programswhere they can
get help.

Wehave now studied the early out-
comes of this newbond system.And a lot
is good— let’s notmiss that. Butwe owe it
to themovement and the public to assess
whetherwe are achieving our reform
goals andwhether our community super-
vision programs are up to the task they
have beenhanded. In the yearswehave
pushed for reforming this system, there
was never any discussion about the need
formore gun offenders to be on the
streets.

Let’s be clear about the problems I’m
talking about. As ofWednesday, there
were 33 individuals accused ofmurder or
attemptedmurder, 51 chargedwith crimi-
nal sexual assault or abuse, and 39
chargedwith armed robbery assigned to
my electronicmonitoring program.One
man recently ordered into the program
was arrested after running frompolice
while carrying a 9mm loadedwith hol-

low-point bullets. This 26-year-oldman
had 18 prior adult arrests, including eight
convictions. One of those convictionswas
for running away from the same elec-
tronicmonitoring program the judge sent
himback to. Just a fewdays ago, another
man on electronicmonitoring— though
charged as an armedhabitual criminal—
was found in a carwith a loaded gun
under his seat. The judge ordered him
back intomyprogram if he could pay a
few thousanddollars in bond.

This is not reform.We can’t declare
victory and justmove on.

I recently reiterated that electronic
monitoringwas never intended for these
offenders. After all, those of us pushing
this criminal justice reformhad long
promised that our aimwas to help nonvi-
olent offenders and that bond reform
would not further endanger the public.

Time for another tuneup
More than sixmonths into the latest

reformchanges, it is time to review the
progress that has beenmade andhowwe
canwork together to ensure that it is
lasting, fair and safe. I’m suggesting that
we pause and recalibrate our reformef-
forts before there is a tragedy, not after.

I knowwhat real reform looks like and
howhard it is to get right.

When Iwas elected sheriff of Cook
County, theU.S. Department of Justice
declared the overcrowded county jail
violated theConstitution, calling it an
“unsecure facility that is dangerous for
everyone on the premises”where detain-
eeswere “regularly subjected to inappro-
priate and excessive use of physical force.”
This summerwewere congratulated by
that department aswe exited federal
oversight for the first time in 40 years.

Today, theCookCounty Jail is a na-
tionalmodel on the same issues that once
made it a horror show.Thatwas real
reformand it took years, sober account-
ability and true investment.

TomDart is theCookCounty sheriff.

An aerial of Cook County Jail Division 11, which is part of the Cook County Department of Corrections complex in Chicago. Recent reform has lowered jail population, but at what cost?

TODD PANAGOPOULOS/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 2017

Jailhouse blues: Here’s what
real jail reform looks like

By TomDart

“Candidateswhohave never been
through tough races have a hard time

understandingwhat it is like and usually
don’t understand until it is too late.

There are a lot of unprepared candidates
who are sitting ducks right now and

don’t even know it.”
—LieslHickey, former executive director of the
National RepublicanCongressional Committee

“ … algorithms can only track
your past and give youmore
of the same. It’s an insult to the

humanmind and the human soul,
because it takes away a universe

of possibilities.”
—Neil Young, griping about howbig tech

companies, such as Spotify, Facebook, Apple and
Google, have changed themusic industry

“IfMr. Trump runs fourmore times, I
would vote for him every time. I like him.
I like theway he handles things. It’s time
this country is put backwhere it belongs
— taking care of the people here instead
of the peoplewho don’t belong here.”

—SheliaGregory, themother of StormyDaniels,
a porn actress, who is alleged to have had an affair

withDonaldTrump

QUOTA B L E S
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PERSPECTIVE

17minutes
Students fromhigh schools all

over the country gathered on
Wednesday to join in on the na-
tional schoolwalkout. This pro-
testwas to advocate for stricter
gun laws, including a ban on
assaultweapons, and remember
thosewho lost their lives in the
Parkland shooting. The students
atmyhigh school—LyonsTown-
ship in LaGrange—definitely
gave thewalkout the attention
that it deserved.

Over three-quarters of LTHS
students gathered around the
leaders,who gave little speeches
allwith the same theme: “Enough
is enough.”No student, teacher or
familymember should ever have
to go through the pain of losing a
loved one to a bullet froman
assault rifle.

Twoweeks prior to thewalk-

out, Florida lawmakerElizabeth
Porter stated that students do not
have the “wisdom” or the “experi-
ence” tomake laws and that chil-
drenwouldmake laws just be-
cause they feel like it. Is that
reallywhat thewalkoutwas
about?Did all of those students
come together just becausewe
felt like it? Or dowe reallywant to
change?

Inmy eyes, this day proved that
nomatter your age or your expe-
rience, you canmake a difference.
It shows that thousands of stu-
dents across the country cared
enough about an issue and
wanted to take action on it. Ifwe
truly didn’t have thewisdom to
make laws andwe truly didn’t
have the experience tomake the
change, then those thousands of
studentswould not have pro-
tested for17minutes in honor of
the fallen students and teachers.

I hope that now, in light of these
protests, lawmakerswill finally
care asmuch as the students do
andmake the difference that
needs to bemade. Sometimes I
believe that adults need to be as
passionate about something as
children are;maybe then they
will seewhat really caring about
an issue feels like.

Enough is enough.
—IsabellaGrosso, IndianHead

Park

Best judgment
Teachers and administrators

whobelieve you’re ready to shoot
and kill to protect, consider this:
OfficerRobert Rialmo, former
Marine, trained police officer, on
the police force for three years,
pleadedhe did not have enough
trainingwhenhe decided to
shoot a teenwielding an alumi-
numbaseball bat. Rialmo ended
up killing two: the teen and a
neighborwhowas nearby.

Are you expecting yourmin-
imal “training” to qualify you?
Just thisweek, a high school

teacher,who is a reserve police
officer, discharged his gun dur-
ing a class lesson in Seaside,
Calif. The teacherwas in control
and the situationwas calm, yet
hewounded students.

Youmayhave completed your
$175 concealed carry “training, ”
but you lack vital elements:
experience in a chaotic situation
and judgment.

Let’swork to reduce violence
without becoming the problem.

—Sandra Petroshius, Lake
Forest

Awin-lose
It’s been an interestingweek.
On the one hand,Gov. Bruce

Raunermade thewise decision
of vetoing an awful bill known as
the “GunDealer LicensingAct,”
which theTribune’sWednesday
editorial correctly pointed out as
state government overreach. It
was a bill thatwould have
heaped redundant, unnecessary
fees and regulations on gun
dealers and ranges. And, in the
ultimate point of hypocrisy, it

would not have affected big-box
retailers likeCabela’s.

On the other, I drove by amas-
sivewalkout by the local junior
high full of students cutting class
to protest an issue that I doubt
most have any grasp of, but are
happy to join in themassiveme-
dia-manipulated event. I drove by
the long line of studentswho
don’t own firearms.Most have
probably never carried or fired a
firearm, never defended their
country or familywith a firearm
—Ihave—and just jumped on
the bandwagon. I could speak of
the day-to-day violence that
occurs inChicago andCook
County and the statistics regard-
ingmass shootings versus the
gang- and drug-related homicides
that occur—but that is a subject
that has long been ignored here
and that no gun controlmeasures
have or everwill stop.

So I drove by that long line of
protesting students andwaved
andpointed to theNational Rifle
Association decal onmywind-
shield. I don’t think they liked it.

—EmersonBolen, River Forest

For online exclusive letters go towww.chicagotribune.com/letters.
Send letters by email to ctc-TribLetter@chicagotribune.com or to Voice
of the People, Chicago Tribune, 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611.
Include your name, address and phone number.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

SANDIEGO—Around this
time of year, I remember to pour
myself awee bit ofwhiskey, listen
to “DannyBoy” andpaymy re-
spects to one ofmy favorite tribes
of rowdies and rogues.

Theywere theO.B.H. The
Original BadHombres. Catholic
immigrants, they came to these
shores as throwaways from their
homeland— the kind of place
that today someonemight call a
“s------- country”—where cor-
rupt politicos had betrayed and
cheated them.They arrivedwith
nothing but the clothes on their
backs, a cigar box of family
photographs, a fiercework ethic
and the character that comes
from suffering. Theywere denied
jobs because of their religion or
ethnicity. Andwhen they could
findwork, they did the sorts of
dangerous and dirty jobs that
Americans thoughtwere beneath
them—only to be accused of
taking jobs fromnatives. For their

trouble, theywere tormented by
know-nothings and subjected to
decades of insults, discrimination
andmistreatment.

They got an up-close look at
America’s schizophrenia. Those
whodespised themwouldn’t let
them live nearby, but then those
samepeople accused themof
segregating themselves. They
were told they’d never blend in,
then accused of dividing their
loyalty between this country and
the one they left behind. They
loved this land evenwhen it
didn’t love themback. Therewas
nomistaking them for the blue
bloodswho looked downupon
them.Their blood is green.

I speak of course about Irish-
Americans. Saints alive.Whom
did you think Iwas talking
about? I suppose their story does
sound familiar.

Someone once askedme: “If
youweren’tMexican,what
would you be?”Without hesita-
tion, I said: “I’d be ashamed.”

But the five years I spent in

Boston gaveme the chance to fall
in lovewith another community
that knows all about loss and pain
andheartbreak.

These days, I think: If I
couldn’t beMexican, I’d be Irish.
It’s a shortwalk.We’re both
Catholic, andwe’re not far re-
moved fromour immigrant roots.
After all, what is an empanada
but amore compact version of
shepherd’s pie? Andweboth play
sad songs sowe can cry and feel
happy.

My Irish friends pay tribute—
in a classic hymn that dates to
1913— to a youngmanwhoheard
“the pipes are calling” andhad to
leave Ireland, either to fight in
WorldWar I or to seek his for-
tune inAmerica. DannyBoy is
destined to comehome “when
summer’s in themeadow,” or
“when the valley’s hushed and
whitewith snow,” and “all the
flowers are dying,” only to find
that his loved ones have passed
away—andhe never got the
chance to say goodbye. Such is

He is proud to tellme that he has
two teenage daughters in private
school inMexico,where they’re
learningEnglish so they can have
a better life. Jose hasn’t seen his
girls in 10 years, and he can’t talk
about themwithout his eyes
fillingwith tears. Such is the
sadness ofMexico.

TomanyAmericans,Mexicans
are all about the “D’s.” They’re
dirty, dangerous, devious, dumb,
defective and damaging to civi-
lized society. A screed like that is
offensive, but it’s not original.

A hundred and fifty years ago,
people said the same—and
worse—about our distant cous-
ins from theEmerald Isle. They
werewrong then. Just as they’re
wrong now.When Ireland sent
its folks toAmerica, it did send its
best.

Happy St. Patrick’sDay, lads.

WashingtonPostWriters Group

RubenNavarrette is aWashington
Post columnist.

the sadness of Ireland.
As part of their owndiaspora,

Mexicans know this story—of
leaving, returning, leaving again
—byheart. Our anthem,which I
heard at countlessMexicanwed-
dings growing up in central Cali-
fornia,was popularized by the
iconicMexican croonerVicente
Fernandez. The classic song
speaks of love and loss, the kind
that tortures you anddrives you
mad.Having learned to love and
lose, and accepting that youwere
wrong, you can only hope to
make it back to the arms of your
beloved. Your lastwish is to
“Volver, Volver” (go back) to
where you started, andmake
better choices.

Mexico’s pain is evident in the
lyrics of Bruce Springsteen’s
haunting ballad “SinaloaCow-
boys”: “For everything the north
gives, it exacts a price in return.”
It’s in the tears of theMexican
immigrant named JosewhomI
interviewed last year on an avo-
cado farm in SanDiegoCounty.

An Irish immigrant, center, waits in a line at Ellis Island in the early 20th century. Many early Irish immigrants faced discrimination and mistreatment in America.

HULTON ARCHIVE

The Irish were the original bad hombres
By Ruben Navarrette Jr.

For years, Illinoisans have been
asking our elected officials to put
good governance ahead of parti-
sanship and self-interest.What
havewe gotten?Gridlock and
corruption. Busted budgets and
bad roads. Failing schools and a
shrinking population.

Whyhas our government
failed our citizens and bank-
rupted our state? Because elected
officials have created a system in
which they are no longer ac-
countable. In 2016,more than 60
percent of our state legislative
general electionswere not com-

petitive,meaning that incum-
bents faced little or no opposition.
This year’s electionwill likely be
no different.

A primary driver of noncom-
petitive elections andunrespon-
sive government is gerrymander-
ing. Every 10 years, the party in
power divides our citizens into
districts designed to benefit that
party rather than residents. Fa-
vored candidates are nestled in
“safe seats”with little or no politi-
cal opposition. This system re-
wards politicians that toe the
party line. Too often, candidates
must appeal to only themost
extremepartisan supporters in

the primary before sailing to
victory in the general election.

Three elected officials in
Springfield recently stepped up,
sponsoring an amendment to the
Illinois Constitution thatwill
challenge the status quo. This
week,Democratic Sens. Julie
Morrison andHeather Steans
introduced the FairMaps
Amendment in the Senate to put
an end to gerrymandering. Re-
publicanRep. Ryan Spain recently
filed the same amendment in the
House. If enacted, this legislation
would establish a 16-member
independent redistricting com-
mission reflecting the demo-

graphic, geographic and political
diversity of our state.

This commissionwill be be-
holden solely to the people of
Illinois, not the leaders of one
political party. Itsworkwould
likely lead tomore competitive
elections,more responsive gov-
ernment andmore voter choice
while also protecting communi-
ties of color.WhenCalifornia
created its independent commis-
sion, communities of color ben-
efited from the change. The pan-
el’smaps led to a 50 percent rise
in the number of districts repre-
sented by candidates of color.

We couldmake these same

changes here in Illinois. It’s time
for politicians to stop picking
their own constituents and stop
drawing districts to virtually
guarantee their re-election. Fair
maps drawnby an independent
commissionwill return competi-
tion to our elections and the ac-
countability of elected officials.
The voters of Illinoiswould fi-
nally have a fighting chance of
getting the representation and
government they deserve.

John Sirek is the interim executive
director of CHANGE Illinois, an
organizationworking for political
and government reform.

End gerrymandering, make elections matter again
By John Sirek
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Toys R Us is seeking bank-
ruptcy court approval to immedi-
ately liquidate its U.S. business,
including conducting going-out-
of-business sales at its 735 re-
maining stores.

The Wayne, N.J.-based toy
chain has not yet announced a
timeline, as it is still waiting for
the court’s approval. Closing
sales already have begun at 144
stores — including six in the
Chicago area — that Toys R Us
earlier this year decided to shut
down.

Despite the toy chain’s finan-
cial difficulties, it accounts for a
significant slice of U.S. toy sales
and has sizable operations in
Illinois as well as nationwide.
Winding down its U.S. business
will mean closing 31 Illinois

stores,nearly spanning the length
of the state from Gurnee to
Marion, leaving nearly 1.3million

square feet of retail space to fill.
Toys R Us also will leave a
671,040-square-foot distribution

center in Joliet. The toy chain
couldn’t immediately provide an
estimate of the number of Illinois
employees affected, but it has
roughly 33,000 workers nation-
wide.

Dismal sales during the crucial
holiday shopping season helped
doom Toys R Us’ turnaround
attempt. But the retailer had
already been struggling to adapt
to the challenges facing many
traditional bricks-and-mortar re-
tailers while saddled with hefty
debts dating back to a 2005
leveraged buyout.

For consumers, the clock is
ticking to use up gift cards left
over from theholidays. ToysRUs
confirmed it will honor gift cards
and other rewards dollars
throughApril 14.

ToysRUsestimated that about

As Toys R Us waits for bankruptcy court approval, roughly 33,000 workers nationwide at its 735 remaining stores, 31 in Illinois, are affected.

CAROLYN KASTER/AP 2009

‘A bit of Americana
is being lost’ Toys R Us seeks to

liquidate all U.S. stores; gift
cards good until April 14

Toys R Us succumbed to heavy debt and trends undercutting its busi-
ness, from web shopping to mobile games.

KATHY WILLENS/AP 2004

By Lauren Zumbach
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Toys R Us, Page 5

Federal officials are investi-
gating United Airlines’ animal
transportationpractices, aftera
10-month-old French bulldog
died Monday while he was
stowed in the overhead com-
partmentofa flight fromHous-
ton toNewYork.

According to the dog’s fam-
ily and other witnesses on the
plane, a flight attendant de-
manded that the pet’s owners
place the carrier inside the
overhead bin for the duration
of the flight. Though United
apologized for the incident and
took full responsibility Tues-
day, the company said in a
statement Wednesday that the
flight attendant was not aware
that the dog carrier had an
actual dog inside.

“DOT is looking into the
circumstancessurroundingthe
recent deathof apet onboard a
United Airlines flight and is in
contact with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the
agency that enforces the Ani-
mal Welfare Act and handles
complaints about alleged ani-
mal mistreatment,” a Depart-
ment of Transportation
spokeswoman saidThursday.

Other government officials
are also looking into the cir-
cumstances of the dog’s death,
and about general practices of
pet transportation on United
Airlines.

The district attorney’s office
in Harris County, Texas —
where the flight originated —
said in a statementWednesday
that its animal cruelty division
is conducting an investigation
into potential criminal wrong-
doing.

Sen. John Kennedy, R-La.,
wrote a letter toUnited’s presi-
dent Wednesday, demanding
“an immediate explanation for
the number of animals who
have died recently in United
Airlines’ care.”

He cited recent statistics
from theDepartment ofTrans-
portation,which indicated that
United Airlines has more than
its share of animal deaths on

Feds to
investigate
United’s
pet policy
Death of puppy led
to inquiries of airline
transportation issues
ByMartine Powers
Washington Post

Turn to United, Page 4

DETROIT — Ford, with a
sagging U.S. market share and
one of the oldest vehicle lineups
in the industry, is promising to
revamp three-quarters of its
models in the next two years.

Much of the emphasis will be
on refreshing or revamping the
entire lineup of SUVs while
adding gas-electric hybrid
powertrains, two new off-road
SUVs and twonew trucks.

It’s all part of the larger plan to
prepare the company for the
future by cutting costs, increas-
ing the number of common parts
and feeding a long-starved prod-
uct lineup.

The move, detailed at a pre-
sentation on Thursday at Ford’s
product development center in
Dearborn, Michigan, comes at a
time when Ford’s aging lineup
has had trouble appealing to U.S.
customers. In the past five years
the company’s market share has
fallen over 2 percentage points to

14.4 percent so far this year.
“I have a reinvigorated view of

the future,” said Richard Bazzy,
who runs a Ford dealership in
Pittsburgh’snorthern suburbsand
is among dealers who have been
critical of company management.
“We’ve been waiting for a long
time. We weren’t sure what we
werewaiting for. Nowweknow.”

Included in the hybrid plan is
one for the F-150 pickup, the
top-selling vehicle in America,

Ford pledged to be the hybrid sales leader, unseating Toyota in the U.S., by 2021.

TIMOTHY D. EASLEY/AP 2017

Ford plans to revamp aging
product line, focus on hybrids
By Tom Krisher
Associated Press

Turn to Ford, Page 4

SixFloridaresidentshavebeen
charged in an identity theft ring
that allegedly stole credit and
debit card information from
about 170 people who swiped
their cards at gas stations across
theChicago area.

The defendants allegedly used
skimming devices at more than
100 gas stations in Cook, Lake,
DuPage and Kane counties to
steal the information, Attorney
General Lisa Madigan’s office
announced Thursday. The devic-
es can be installed in seconds and
may not be apparent to the
person buying gas.

“This scheme is nearly impos-
sible to detect by a customer, so it
is critically important that people
regularly monitor their bank and
credit card accounts and report
any unauthorized charges,”
Madigan said in a news release.

The skimming occurred be-
tween April and November 2015
at gas stations including Shell,
Speedway and 7-Eleven, said An-
nie Thompson, a spokeswoman
for Madigan’s office. The Florida
residents charged in the scheme
allegedly hit gas stations in other
states, too, including Michigan
andGeorgia.

The six Florida residents were
charged in October, and their
arrests occurred in the following
months. They include Tampa
residents Caridad Chacon, 45;
Jordan Chacon, 23;WilliamHer-
nandez, 24; Jose Molina, 26, and
Claudia Chung Prieto, 23; and
Miami resident Katerine Ramir-
ez, 25.

When customers pay at the

pump, the skimmers collect the
information stored in their card’s
magnetic strip. Thieves can then
download the data from the skim-
mer and create new cards. The
Florida residents allegedly used
the new cards to spendmore than
$210,000 on gift card and retail
purchases in the Chicago area,
accordingto theattorneygeneral’s
office. Those types of purchases
make the fraudharder to trace.

In this case, an American Ex-
press fraud investigator detected
suspicious activity on multiple
accounts in 2015 and traced the
cards to the same gas station in
Glencoe.

Madigan’s office investigated
the case with the U.S. Secret
Service. The six Florida residents
were charged with identity theft,
financial institution fraud, theft by
deception, conspiracy to commit a
financial crime, computer fraud
andmail fraud.

This is the kindof crime that the
switch tocredit anddebit cardchip
readers should help prevent, said
Julie Conroy, a research director at
Aite Group, a financial services
research and consulting firm.

Credit card networks man-
dated thatmostmerchants switch
to chip readers by 2015. Conroy
said the card-reading terminals at
gas pumpswere an exception due
to thecomplexityandsafety issues
around upgrading an electronic
terminalwithin adispenser of gas,
a flammable liquid. The deadline
for that switch over is 2020.

“Right now, gas pumps are a
really attractive target for the bad
guys,” she said.

amarotti@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@AllyMarotti

Six charged in ID theft
at 100 area gas stations
By AllyMarotti
Chicago Tribune
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sive newbankruptcy loans.
The company came to

terms with its senior lend-
ers just hours before filing
for bankruptcy, company
treasurer Brian Coleman
said in court papers filed
Thursday. But one holdout
group, owed $190 million,
has refused to join the deal
and will likely fight the
restructuring, Coleman
said.

IHeart’s Clear Channel
Outdoor Holdings Inc.
unit, which is 90 percent
owned by the bankrupt
company, wasn’t included
in the filing.Thedealhands
control to iHeart’s senior
creditors.

Among creditors is Ma-
lone’s Liberty Media,
which controls satellite ra-
dio giant SiriusXM.Liberty
Media accumulated a posi-
tion in iHeart’s debt in
recent months with an eye
on gaining a stake in the
radio business. Liberty
sought to break the logjam
in negotiations late in Feb-
ruary by offering new capi-
tal and loans in return for a
40 percent stake, and has
said it’swilling togohigher.
JCDecaux SA, the world’s
biggest outdoor-advertis-
ing agency, also has ex-
pressed interest in buying
some of Clear Channel’s
assets.

While Liberty isn’t men-
tioned directly in the re-
structuring documents, the
agreement leaves room for
potential bids by third
parties and analysts have
said iHeart holders prob-
ably haven’t heard the last
of Liberty’s offer.

Speaking on a March 1
earnings call, Liberty Chief
Executive Officer Greg
Maffei cited “substantial
synergies” between the ail-
ing iHeart and two other
Malone investments: the
majority-owned satellite
radio giant SiriusXMHold-
ings Inc. and Pandora Me-
dia Inc., the online music
company where Liberty
took a minority position
last year. IHeart has its own
streaming service. IHeart
and Pandora, meanwhile,

IHeartMedia Inc., the
biggest U.S. radio-station
owner, filed for bankruptcy
with a plan to halve its debt
load of more than $20
billion, the legacy of a
leveraged buyout that hob-
bled the company as the
digital era spawned new
rivals.

IHeart, with about 850
radio stations and 17,000
employeesworldwide, filed
for Chapter 11 protection
onWednesday in Houston,
a move that allows iHeart
to keep operating while it
tries to cement its turn-
around plan. The deal still
needs approval from the
court and some holdout
creditors, and the company
couldhear again fromJohn
Malone’s Liberty Media,
which has said it wants a
stake in the reorganized
media giant.

“Achieving a capital
structure that finally
matches our impressive
operating businesswill fur-
ther enhance iHeart-
Media’s position as Ameri-
ca’s #1 audio company,”
Chief Executive Officer
Robert Pittman said in a
statement.

After trying to ink a deal
with creditors since last
March, the company said
that it reached an accord
with investors holding
more than $10 billion of its
debt, along with its private
equity owners,BainCapital
and Thomas H. Lee Part-
ners. Their leveraged buy-
out in 2008 was the reason
for much of iHeart’s bor-
rowing, and the company
hasn’t posted an annual net
profit for a decade. While
cash has run short, iHeart
said there’s enough on
hand, along with what it
can earn from operations,
to keep the business going,
cutting the need for expen-

could share advertising
technology and sales
forces,Maffei said. IHeart’s
is larger than those at
Pandora and Sirius, he said.

About 265 million peo-
ple in theU.S. still tune in to
iHeart’s stations at least
once a month, but newer
media such as Spotify’s
streaming service and Siri-
usXM’s satellite broadcasts
have cut into the audience
and put a damper on sales.
IHeart countered with its
own streaming services
and a live-events business
offering concerts and
awards shows.

The heavy debt was a
dragonthoseefforts, drain-
ing $1.4 billion a year in
interest payments, accord-
ing toColeman.

IHeart’s traditional busi-
nesses -- the radio stations
and theClearChannelOut-
door billboard unit -- still
contribute the bulk of its
revenue. It’s $20 billion in
debt makes it the largest
bankruptcy in the last year,
andaround the30th largest
ever.

The reorganization calls
for holders of the compa-
ny’s term loan and other
debt to getnewdebt, equity
or warrants in a new com-
pany. Bain Capital and
ThomasH.LeePartners, as
equity owners, will get
around1percentof thenew
common stock, according
to regulatory filings. After
bankruptcy, its capital
structure will include $5.7
billion in new secured debt
and a new asset-backed
loan.

The bankruptcy caps a
yearlong standoff with
lenders and bondholders
on its latest debt-cutting
plan. The deadline was
extended more than 20
times as negotiators ex-
changed proposals and
iHeart sweetened the
terms. The current attempt
at an accord followed at
least a dozen debt revisions
over the past decade.

Bloomberg’s Eliza Ronalds-
Hannon Steven Church and
Gerry Smith contributed.

iHeartMedia Inc. files for
bankruptcy; deal in works
Nation’s largest
radio broadcaster
has creditor plan
By Emma Orr and
Tiffany Kary
Bloomberg news

For Dudley Dickerson,
the mobile-app orders
were the last straw.

McDonald’s has been
updating with new
technology, delivery, a re-
vamped menu and curb-
side pickup. But the “Expe-
rience of the Future” has
employees handling more
tasks — inmany cases, they
say, without pay raises or
adequate staffing. So Dick-
erson, 23, handed over his
spatula for the last time.

“They added a lot of
complicated things,” Dick-
erson said in an interview.
“It makes it harder for the
workers.”

Many fast-food employ-
ees hop from job to job. But
with unemployment so
low, turnover is becoming a
problem. Workers are
walkingrather thandealing
with new technologies and
menu options. The result:
Customerswillwait longer.
Drive-through times at

McDonald’s slowed to 239
seconds last year — more
than 30 seconds slower
than in 2016, according to
QSR magazine. It’s also
pokier than Burger King,
Wendy’s andTacoBell.

Turnover at U.S. fast-
food restaurants jumped to
150 percent — meaning a
store employing 20 work-
ers would go through 30 in
one year. That figure is the
highest since industry
tracker People Report be-
gan collecting data in 1995.

“Quick-service restau-
rants are having a little
more trouble with job
openingsand findingwork-
ers,” said Michael Harms,
executivedirectorofopera-
tions at People Report. “It’s
the pace of work, the pace
of technology and the
lowerwage rate.”

McDonald’s and its fran-
chisees haven’t seen an
increase in crew turnover
over the last year, nor is
thereacorrelationbetween
the new initiatives and
turnover, spokeswoman
Terri Hickey said in an
emailed statement. “To-
gether with our owner-
operators, we are investing
in all necessary training to

ensure successful imple-
mentation of any changes
in our restaurants,” she
wrote. “Just as Experience
of the Future modernizes
the restaurant experience
for our customers, there is
also a focus on improving
the work experience for
restaurant employees.”

McDonald’s Chief Exe-
cutive Steve Easterbrook
has been pushing initia-
tives that have helped turn
around comparable sales,
which rose 3.6 percent last
year in the U.S. But they’ve
also made it tougher to
retain restaurant employ-
ees in an already tight labor
market.

“The ball is really in the
court of the workers,”
Harms said. “Not the em-
ployers.”

Last year, McDonald’s
said, it employed 235,000
people, includingcorporate
and restaurant workers.
Eachof thosepeoplegener-
ated $97,000 in revenue,
compared to about$65,000
the year before. While this
could be a sign of increased
efficiency, it could also be
seen as stretching thin an
inadequate number of em-
ployees.

A McDonald’s employee packs an order for a customer at Phoenix, Ariz., restaurant.
McDonald’s increase in technology could drive workers to jump ship.

CAITLIN O’HARA/BLOOMBERG NEWS

As McDonald’s beefs up
tech, some workers bail
Staff may choose
exit over dealing
with new tools
By Leslie Patton
Bloomberg News

Shareholders and par-
entshavebeenaskingApple
for months to address how
addictive smartphones are
and to offer tools to deal
with the problem. Late
Wednesday, Apple posted a
new resource page outlin-
ing what parents can do
now to monitor their kids’
iPad and iPhone use.

There are no new fea-
tures on this resource page,
though Apple in January
said that it is working on
“newenhancements” to ad-
dress concerns about prob-
lematic tech use — a re-
sponse to investors asking
for more “choices and tools
to help (parents) ensure
that young consumers are
using your products in an
optimalmanner.”

Instead, the page lists a
number of Apple settings,
including parental controls
that let grown-ups choose
whichappskidscanuseand
prevent children from buy-
ing items without permis-
sion. Apple also outlines
how to use do-not-disturb
modes while doing home-
work or for teens behind
thewheel.

It also tries tomakeacase
for how iPhones and iPads
can help parents, including
information on how they
can use mobile devices to
track children or use them
to quickly access medical
information.

The new page does not
directly address the issue of
how long kids spend on
screens.

Long-termU.S.mortgage rates fall
WASHINGTON —

Long-term U.S. mortgage
rates fell thisweek for the
first time this year. The
decline comes after nine
straight weeks of in-
creases that pushed bor-
rowing costs higher.

Mortgage buyer Fred-
die Mac said Thursday
the average rate on 30-
year fixed-ratemortgages
slipped to 4.44 percent
from 4.46 percent last
week. The new average

rate remains at a high
level, however, raising
concern that home sales
could be dampened.

The average rate on
15-year, fixed-rate loans
declined to 3.90 percent
from 3.94 percent last
week. Mortgage rates
rose steadily in January,
February and early
March, as interest rates
generally increased in re-
sponse to higher levels of
government debt.

Aplan in store forBlueApron
NEW YORK — Blue

Apron,which shipsboxes
of raw food to subscrib-
ers’ doorsteps, wants to
start selling its meal kits
in stores.

The shift comes as
more grocers get into the
meal-kit business. Wal-
mart is expanding its
easy-to-make dinners in
more than 2,000 of its
stores.

Blue Apron confirmed

plans of an in-store roll-
out but declined to pro-
vide details. The move
was first reported by The
Wall Street Journal.

Blue Apron Holdings
Inc.,which charges about
$10 a meal, has struggled
since it went public in
June. It reported a 15
percent drop in subscrib-
ers in its last quarter. Its
stock price ended up 3
cents Thursday at 2.19.

Apple offers
tips on kids’
device use

THE BOTTOM LINE

300K That’s the approximate number of olderRam
pickup trucksworldwide that Fiat Chrysler is
recalling because the fuel tanks can sag. The
recallmainly affects trucks in cold-weather

U.S. states andCanadawhere salt is used to clear snow from roads. It includes
Ram1500pickups from the 2009 through 2012model years. In theU.S., the
trucks are in 20 states andWashington,D.C. The company says a bracket can
corrode and let the tanks sag.

From news services

BUSINESS BRIEFING

The average rate on 30-year fixed-rate mortgages
slipped to 4.44 percent this week, Freddie Mac said.

STEVEN SENNE/AP
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A Washington, D.C.-
based private equity firm
hasagreed to takeamajority
stake inChicago-basedTrue
Value Co. that would shift
the hardware retailer away
from its cooperative roots.

The agreement would
give Acon Investments a 70
percent stake in a newTrue

Value operating company,
with the remaining 30 per-
cent owned by the member
retailerswhocurrently own
the cooperative. A portion
of Acon’s investment would
beused to return70percent
of retailers’ invested capital,
along with promissory
notes and dividends, total-
ing about $229 million, to
those retailers.

“The concept of a co-op,

whichI’mvery respectfulof
even though I’ve asked
shareholders to move away
fromthat, is that individuals
came together as a group to
do things they couldn’t do
on their own,” said John
Hartmann, president and
CEO of True Value. “The
unfortunate thing is it traps
their investment, theirequi-
ty, in the company.”

Current retailers who

will retainastake inthenew
True Value can use the
returned funds to invest in
their business or use as they
see fit, something Hart-
mann thinks can “spawn
incredible growth.”

Day-to-day operations
for current retailerswill not
change, and they will con-
tinue to have access to the
True Value brand and serv-
ices including merchandis-

ing and marketing support,
he said.

The partnership alsowill
let True Value broaden its
brand’s reach by eliminat-
ing the requirement that
anyone selling True Value
products purchase stock.

“The company is now
free to sell to anyone who
wants to buy from us,” he
said.

True Value currently has

about 4,400 independent
retailersworldwide.

The deal must earn the
support of at least half of
TrueValue’smember retail-
ers in a vote at a special
shareholder meeting on
April 13. If approved, the
deal is expected to close
aroundApril 18.

lzumbach@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@laurenzumbach

Private equity firm takes majority stake in True Value
By Lauren Zumbach
Chicago Tribune

CNBC stock analyst Jim
Cramer is excitable by na-
ture, but the former hedge
fund manager was really
frazzled after hearing who
washiredasChipotleMex-
icanGrill Inc.’s chief execu-
tive.

Chipotle — the fast-
growing burrito chain that
became the anti-Taco Bell
with food steeped with
fresh ingredients, then was
rocked by highly publi-
cized outbreaks of E. coli
and other food-borne ill-
nesses in late 2015 — had
recruited, of all people,
Taco Bell chief Brian Nic-
col as its nextCEO.

Niccol was “the most
opposite guy you could
possibly find” and Chipotle
promptly had set up “a
culture clash,” an exasper-
ated Cramer told viewers
whenNiccol’s appointment
wasannouncedFeb. 13. “It’s
like naming a guy from the
Army to run theAir Force.”

But others thought Nic-
col was a strong choice,
basedonhis track record at
Taco Bell, and Wall Street
cheered. Chipotle’s bat-
tered stock, which had
plunged 67% from its
record high reached in
mid-2015, soared 15% that
day amid hopes that Niccol
could restore Chipotle’s
sales growth and reputa-
tion among consumers.

“We’re hard-pressed to
find a better fit for Chipo-
tle’s CEO position than
Brian Niccol,” Morningstar

analyst R.J. Hottovy said in
a note to clients. “Under
Niccol’s leadership, Taco
Bell has been one of the
bright spots in U.S. quick-
service restaurants.”

Niccol, 44, succeeded
Steve Ells, Chipotle’s
founder, who remains exe-
cutive chairman. Niccol
hashisworkcutout. Inone
of his first moves, Chipotle
announced Wednesday
that Chief Marketing Offi-
cer Mark Crumpacker is
stepping down.
Crumpacker, a high school
friendofElls,was responsi-
ble for such efforts as
recruiting rapper RZA of
the Wu-Tang Clan to pro-
moteChipotle’s newmenu.

The food-safety woes
not only damaged Chipo-
tle’s reputation, they soiled
the “Food with Integrity”
narrative that the Denver-
based chain and Ells care-
fully had crafted for two
decades to fuel its growth.
It was branding that por-
trayed Chipotle as a cut
above its rivals with fresh,
organic ingredients, strong
customerserviceandpleas-
ing in-store furnishings.

Chipotle’s burritos, bur-
rito bowls, tacos and salads
found a sweet spot amid
Americans’ growing de-
mand for healthier food.

Chipotle rapidly ex-
panded, initially with a
major investment from
McDonald’s Corp., which
eventually took over own-
ership of the chain.
McDonald’s then began
unwinding its position in
2006 when Chipotle went

public at $22 a share. In
earlyAugust2015, thestock
hit a peak of $757.77 a share
—a 34-fold increase.

Then the food-safety
scare hit. Diners stayed
away, the stock tumbled
and activist investor
William Ackman swooped
in, amassing a 10% stake in
Chipotle. He secured two
seats on its board in late
2016 in exchange for agree-
ing not to lift his stake
above 12.9%or tomake any
disparaging public com-
ments about the company
for two years.

The chain fundamen-
tally changed the way it
sources some ingredients,
including preparing some
of it earlier and in central
kitchens, away from
restaurants. Ells acknowl-
edged in late 2016 that
becauseChipotle’s employ-
ees were so focused on
implementing food-safety
changes in the aftermath of
the disease breakouts, its
basic customer service —
such as cleanliness and the
speed at which customers
get through the ordering
line—hadbegunto falterat
some restaurants.

“When we invite new or
lapsed customers into
restaurants that are less
than perfect, we believe
those customerswill return
less frequently,” Ells said at
an investor conference.

All of which occurred as
Chipotle faced increasing
competition in the “fast-
casual” sector from the
likes of Qdoba Mexican
Eats andPaneraBread, and

while overall restaurant
sales are sluggish.

Nonetheless, Niccol —
who, with Ells, declined
comment for this article
because he had just begun
his tenure — arrived after
Chipotle at least had
stopped the decline caused
by the food scare.

Chipotle’s same-store
sales, or sales at storesopen
at least ayear, rose6.4%last
year after they plummeted
20.4% in 2016. The chain’s
revenue rose to $4.5 billion
from $3.9 billion in 2016,
and profit rose to $176.3
million from $22.9 million,
in part because Chipotle
kept opening new stores. It
had 2,408 locations — in-
cluding409 inCalifornia—
at the start of this year.

But last year’s profit was
less than half the $476
million that Chipotle
earned in 2015,when it had
300 fewer restaurants. And
Chipotle’s stock had
dropped to $251 a share
before Niccol was hired; it
closedThursday at $318.91.

The chain remains in
good financial health, with
no long-term debt and
$509 million in cash and

equivalents as of Dec. 31.
That gives Niccol some
flexibility as he retools
Chipotle’s strategy.

A key challenge for
Chipotle is “there’s just
nothing new to talk about”
in terms of its menu or
innovation, Hottovy said.
“That’s what Niccol has to
take care of right off the
bat,” he said. “The percep-
tion is that he can start
bringing some excitement
to the brand that hasn’t
been there for some time.”

Niccol was credited for
turning Taco Bell into a
thriving, youthful brand —
he changed the company’s
slogan from“Thinkoutside
the bun” to “Live mas” —
and vastly improved Taco
Bell’s digital marketing ef-
fort, which appealed to
tech-savvymillennials.

“If you let the brand get
old, youwill die,”he told the
Los Angeles Times in 2015.
Chipotle also noted that
Niccol also “transformed
TacoBell intoasocialmedia
leader and revolutionized
its digital approach through
mobile ordering and pay-
ment across their 7,000
restaurants.”

Sales at Chipotle stores open at least a year rose 6.4% in
2017, a year after they plummeted 20.4%.

SCOTT OLSON/GETTY 2017

Can Taco Bell’s former chief
restore Chipotle’s growth?
By James F. Peltz
Los Angeles Times

Pop singer Rihanna criti-
cized Snap Inc. for running
an ad that asked users to
decide whether they
wanted to slapher orpunch
ChrisBrown, saying itmade
a joke of her history as a
victimof domestic violence.

Snapchat removed the
ad, which was placed by a
mobile-gaming company,
and apologized, saying it
was a mistake. The Los
Angeles-based company
didn’t immediately have
further comment onRihan-
na’s criticism. Snap stock
fell almost 5 percent.

“Now Snapchat I know
you already know you ain’t
my fav app out there,” she
wroteThursday in an Insta-
gram story, “but I’m just
trying to figureoutwhat the
pointwaswiththismess! I’d
love to call it ignorance, but
I know you ain’t that
dumb!”

She said Snap let down
victims of domestic vi-
olence, which she experi-
enced while dating Brown
in 2009. “Shameon you.”

Snap shares slid 4.8 per-
cent to$17.07at 12:50p.m. in
New York. Rihanna’s note
was the latest round of
celebrity criticism of
Snapchat, an app that lets
people send photos and
messages that disappear.
Reality-TV star Kylie Jen-
ner earlier this year criti-
cized a redesign of the app.

—Bloomberg news

Rihanna
calls out
Snap over
abuse ad

You can’t confuse Delphi
Greek restaurant with
Smith & Wesson. Delphi
specializes in kebabs and
baklava — not AR-15s and
ammunition.

Yet the Los Angeles
restaurant is one of about
3,100 U.S. businesses that
proudly stand with the Na-
tional Rifle Association.

At a time when major
corporations like Delta Air
Lines and Dick’s Sporting
Goods Inc. are rethinking
their relationship with fire-
arms, the NRA’s legion of
steadfast supporters in its
Business Alliance provides
a different view of Ameri-
ca’s gun culture.

These outfits are the
business equivalent of the
NRA’s about 5 million
claimed individual mem-
bers. Most are small con-
cerns. Many are associated
with the firearms industry.
And whether they’re in
liberal bastions or the red-
dest of red states, they tend
to oppose any tightening of
gun controls, despite the
national outcry over the
Feb. 14 school shooting in
Parkland, Fla.

The Business Alliance, as
the group is known, has
members in 50 states. They
range from a pawnshop in
Hartselle, Ala., to a stone
veneer contractor in
Schuylkill Haven, Pa., to a
hunting preserve in Ka-
muela,Hawaii.

Businesses pay a yearly
fee that members said can
range from $40 to $150 per
year, and in return they get
visibility, a plaque and the
chance to identify with a
cause.

“The Second Amend-
ment for me is very person-
al,” said Roozbeh Faraha-
nipour, who owns Delphi
and fledhisnative Iranafter
leading student protests in
1999. “As long as I think that

they’re defending the Sec-
ondAmendment, and it still
is challenged by a group of
people, I believe I need to
support them.”

The NRA still wields
political clout. But the ero-
sion of support among
America’s largest busi-
nesses reflects its changing
place in the national land-
scape.

An NPR/Ipsos poll taken
two weeks after the Park-
land shootings found 36
percent of Americans said
the NRA represents their
views, down 7 percentage
points fromOctober.

After theParkland shoot-
ing, businesses affiliated
with the NRA came under
pressure as never before,
with protesters using Twit-
ter and Facebook to threat-
en boycotts and students at

the school upbraiding poli-
ticians for taking itsmoney.

Publicly traded compa-
nies almost uniformly
dumped the organization,
with the high-profile ex-
ception of shipping com-
pany FedEx Corp., ending
special discounts for NRA
members and removing
their logos from the NRA’s
website.

NRAspokesmanAndrew
Arulanandam didn’t re-
spond to phone and email
messages asking about the
group’s relationships with
business. But casual sup-
porters with a broad cli-
entele have peeled away,
leaving niche concerns mo-
tivated by ideology.

Farahanipour’s restau-
rant is less noted for its
devotion to firearms than
for fish tanks so splendid

they have their own Face-
book page.

But he believes firearms
could have swayed the out-
come of his student rebel-
lion against theocracy, and
keeps twoGlock handguns.

When Delphi’s tie to the
NRA became known, Fara-
hanipour, 46, endured re-
views and social media
posts criticizing his affilia-
tion, but hewas unmoved.

“I went through many
worse things in my life to
think that a couple of the
comments or reviews, they
can change my mind,” he
said.

The same goes for Brady
Phenicie, 52, who owns
information technology
company Phenicie Business
Management in Healds-
burg, Calif. He’s received
calls frompeopleupset over

his affiliation and threat-
ening towithhold business.

“I answer to myself,”
Phenicie said. “My reason
for joining is saying, ‘Hey,
thank you for checking my
rights, because I really feel
like they’re going away.’ ”

The exodus at the na-
tional level marks a turning
point for the NRA.
Dreamed up in 1871 by a
pair of Union Army veter-
ans, it largely promoted
shooting sports and safety
until the late 1960s and the
rise of law-and-order poli-
tics.

Today, the group has be-
come a major player in
accelerating political polar-
ization.

In the 2016 elections, the
NRA gave 99 percent of its
contributions to Republi-
cans, according to the Cen-

ter for Responsive Politics.
In 1990, the GOP had re-
ceived 65 percent.

As part of its turn right-
ward, the NRA has devel-
oped its own media profile
led by spokeswoman Dana
Loesch, who stars in videos
that depict an America en-
gulfed in a barely contained
conflict that threatens to
explode into violence.

“They were a moderate
group,” said Scott Melzer, a
sociology professor at
Michigan’s Albion College
and the author of a book on
gun politics. “I would char-
acterize them as part of the
mainstreamAmerican life.”

“Today’s NRA appeals
primarily, almost solely, to
die-hard guns-rights enthu-
siasts.”

It was company that the
MusicCenter, aLosAngeles
organization that hosts bal-
let and classical-music con-
certs, was surprised to find
out it kept. CEO Howard
Sherman said few knew the
center was a Business Alli-
ance member until an at-
tendee called.

“We had been signed up
for the Business Alliance
many, many years ago,”
Sherman said. “We would
never take a political stand
in thatway.”

But some relish the
chance. John Emerick, who
owns JElectric Inc. in Hull,
Iowa, paid for a five-year
membership in the Busi-
ness Alliance after the
shooting.

Chris Pastrana, who runs
a media business in New
Hampshire, also said he
joined in thepast fewweeks
despitenotbeingpersonally
in theNRA.

Anthony Giura, whose
western Pennsylvania
waste management firm
New Age Environmental
Inc. is an alliance member,
said the big companies have
gone soft.

“These corporations are
succumbing to political
pressure, which I don’t
think they need to do,” he
said. “As far as me and my
company, we’re not going
anywhere.”

NRA still worth a shot to 3,100 firms
As some businesses
buck gun group,
others hold firm
By Ivan Levingston
Bloomberg News

The NRA still wields clout with its 5 million members, the Business Alliance of 3,100 firms and lawmakers in Washington.

KAREN BLEIER/GETTY-AFP 2014



4 Chicago Tribune | Business | Section 2 | Friday, March 16, 2018

VISIT GILKEY.com • CALL 312-874-5215
Visit our showrooms at: 467 W. Northwest Highway, Palatine, IL and 10160 Virginia Ave., Chicago Ridge, IL

THE GILKEY ADVANTAGE

• Independently verified to be among the country’s most energy efficient windows and doors
• Chicago’s only family-owned, direct-to-consumer window manufacturer
• Gilkey Windows eliminate the transmission of nearly all UV radiation
• Professional Installation – Workmanship Guaranteed for Life
• Peace of Mind with Gilkey Warranty

Cannot be combined with previous sales and quotes. Not
valid with any other discounts or offers. 0% APR for 60 months
available to well qualified buyers on approved credit. Financing
not valid on prior purchases.No finance charges will be assessed
if promo balance is paid in full in 60months. Discount applies to
retail list price. Other restrictions may apply.

$250.00
OFF

FIBERGLASS/VINYL
WINDOWS.

$700 OFF PATIO
DOORS.

AND

NO
INTEREST

Lim
ited

Tim
e
Offer!

“Gilkey Windows prove that superior quality
doesn’t have to cost more. For 40 years,
Gilkey has outperformed the competition.
Choose vinyl or choose fiberglass.
Just be sure to choose Gilkey.”

- Lou Manfredini
“Mr. Fix-It”

HURRY!
SALE ENDS
3/31/18

FINANCING
FOR 12 MONTHS.

planes. Of the 24 reported
deaths of animals thatwere
in the process of being
transported on major U.S.
air carriers last year, 18
occurred on United. The
airline carried about 27
percent of the total number
of animals transported by
air in the U.S. last year,
according toDOT.

“This pattern of animal
deaths and injuries is sim-
ply inexcusable,” Kennedy
wrote in his letter. “For
many people, pets are
members of the family.
They should not be treated
like insignificant cargo.
Frankly, they shouldn’t be
placed in the cargo hold
much less an overhead
bin.”

Kennedy and Sen. Cath-
erine Cortez Mastro, D-
Nev., also filed a bill Thurs-
day that would ban airlines
from keeping animals in-
side overhead bins.

According to United’s
most recent statement on
the puppy’s death, the
flight attendant who or-
dered that the dog carrier

be stowed in the overhead
bin did not “hear or under-
stand” that there was a dog
inside.

“We have spoken to the
family, our crew and a
number of passengers who
were seated nearby,” Unit-
ed’s statement said. “We
have learned that the cus-
tomer did tell the flight
attendant that there was a
dog in thecarrier.However,
our flight attendant did not
hearorunderstandher, and
didnotknowinglyplace the
dog in the overhead bin.”

“As we stated, we take
full responsibility and are
deeply sorry for this tragic
accident,” the statement
continued. “We remain in
contact with the family to
express our condolences
and offer support.”

One permanent change
has been made so far:
United will start putting
special tagson luggagecon-
taining live animals.

“To prevent this from
happening again, by April
wewill issuebright colored
bag tags to customers trav-
eling with in-cabin pets,”
the statement said. “This

visual tag will further help
our flight attendants iden-
tify pets in-cabin.”

In an interview with
ABC13 in Houston, Sophia
Ceballos, a young member
of the French bulldog’s
family, said she and her
family told the flight at-
tendant repeatedly that
there was a dog inside the
carrier.

“She said, ‘Oh, I’m sorry.
I didn’t know itwas a dog. I
thought it was a normal
bag.’Butwetoldher itwasa
dog, she’s lying,” Ceballos
told theTVnews station.

“While we were flying,
the dog started barking and
barking and there was no
flight attendants coming.
We couldn’t stand up be-
cause there was a lot of
turbulence so we weren’t
allowed to,” Ceballos said.

The girl described the
moments after her mother
realized that the dog had
died.

“She’s like, ‘he died, he
died. Kokito, Kokito. And
he didn’t wake up. She hit
his chest so he could
breathe, but he couldn’t
breathe,” Ceballos said.

Airline pet practices under fire
United, from Page 1

that will offer increased
towing power and an on-
board generator. Ford
pledged to be the hybrid
sales leader, unseating To-
yota in theU.S. by 2021.

The new products, in-
cluding complete revamps
of the Explorer big SUV
and Escape compact SUV,
should help dealers who
have struggled against
competitors with fresher
vehicles. Ford concedes its
model lineup is among the
industry’s oldest, with an
average age of 5.7 years. It
promised todrop that to 3.3
years by 2020.

The Escape small SUV
hasn’t been completely re-
done since 2012, while the

Explorer was last all-new
in 2011, both long cycles
compared with competi-
tors.

Among the new product
announcements:
■ The two off-road vehi-
cles designed to compete
with Jeep and Land Rover
will be the new Bronco
midsize SUV and a yet-to-
be named small sport util-
ity.
■ A new all-electric SUV
with 300 miles of range
between charges by 2020.
Six more battery electric
vehicles by 2022.
■ Standard safety features
across nearly all models by
2020 including automatic
emergency braking, lane-
keeping assist and backup
cameras.

■ Internet connectivity on
all vehicles by the end of
next year, enabling over-
the-air software updates by
2020.

CEOJimHackett,who is
approaching his first anni-
versary, saidhavinghybrids
in high-volume SUVs will
aid performance and help
the company and its cus-
tomers hedge against the
possibility of rising fuel
prices.

He also promised to
speed up new product de-
velopment in the future.

Ford showed off some of
the new vehicles but re-
porters had to promise not
to describe or photograph
them. There were no com-
pact cars shown, but Ford
sayscarsare still important.

Two new SUVs, two new
trucks part of Ford’s plan
Ford, from Page 1
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Major market growth and decline
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5-day%change

DOW NASD S&P

d
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Source: The Associated Press

WHEAT (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel May 18 488.75 493.25 476 478.75 -10

Jul 18 506 510.50 493.25 496 -10.25

CORN (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel May 18 388.25 390.75 385.50 386.75 -2

Jul 18 396 398.25 393.25 394.50 -2.25

SOYBEANS (CBOT) 5,000 bu minimum- cents per bushel May 18 1031 1046.25 1027 1040.75 +8.50

Jul 18 1042 1056.75 1038.25 1051.25 +8.25

SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 60,000 lbs- cents per lb May 18 31.73 32.15 31.64 32.06 +.35

Jul 18 31.96 32.38 31.88 32.30 +.35

SOYBEAN MEAL (CBOT) 100 tons- dollars per ton May 18 370.70 374.80 369.80 371.00 +.10

Jul 18 372.10 376.50 371.60 372.60 +.10

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NYMX) 1,000 bbl.- dollars per bbl. Apr 18 60.95 61.54 60.82 61.19 +.23

May 18 61.00 61.60 60.86 61.25 +.23

NATURAL GAS (NYMX) 10,000 mm btu’s, $ per mm btu Apr 18 2.738 2.750 2.664 2.681 -.050

May 18 2.767 2.775 2.696 2.712 -.047

NY HARBOR GAS BLEND (NYMX)42,000 gallons- dollars per gallon Apr 18 1.9206 1.9371 1.9111 1.9248 +.0005

May 18 1.9309 1.9448 1.9200 1.9345 +.0015

-1.30

30-day%change

DOW NASD S&P

d

+3.10

u

+.59

u

+18.82

1-year%change

DOW NASD S&P

u

+26.79

u

+15.37

u

Stocks listed may change due to daily fluctuations in market capitalization. Exchange key: N=NYSE, O=NASDAQ

COMMODITY AMOUNT-PRICE MO. OPEN HIGH LOW SETTLE CHG.

STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG. STOCK XCHG. CLOSE CHG.

Abbott Labs N 62.59 -.27
AbbVie Inc N 114.93 -4.01
Allstate Corp N 96.81 +.40
Aptargroup Inc N 90.28 +.21
Arch Dan Mid N 43.26 -.51
Baxter Intl N 67.59 +.31
Boeing Co N 329.98 -.28
Brunswick Corp N 60.56 -.21
CBOE Global Markets O 118.61 -.68
CDK Global Inc O 69.46 -.10
CDW Corp O 74.63 -.80
CF Industries N 38.99 -1.32
CME Group O 165.39 +2.44
CNA Financial N 52.17 -.15
Caterpillar Inc N 154.57 +2.03
ConAgra Brands Inc N 36.38 -1.08
Deere Co N 159.60 -.61
Discover Fin Svcs N 75.37 -1.09
Dover Corp N 99.12 +.12
Equity Commonwlth N 30.06 +.01

Equity Lifesty Prop N 86.03 +.39
Equity Residential N 59.72 +.18
Exelon Corp N 37.87 +.04
First Indl RT N 29.50 -.12
Fortune Brds Hm&SecN 61.66 -.04
Gallagher AJ N 70.74 ...
Grainger WW N 281.28 +1.07
GrubHub Inc N 110.89 +.11
Hill-Rom Hldgs N 86.53 -.85
Hyatt Hotels Corp N 80.97 +.02
IDEX Corp N 146.90 +.01
ITW N 170.18 +.84
Ingredion Inc N 131.10 -1.24
John Bean Technol N 120.35 +.45
Jones Lang LaSalle N 172.65 +.80
KapStone Paper N 34.76 -.04
Kraft Heinz Co O 65.46 -1.12
LKQ Corporation O 39.05 +.02
Littelfuse Inc O 220.94 +.87
MB Financial O 43.86 +.56

McDonalds Corp N 161.61 +3.37
Middleby Corp O 128.97 -2.06
Mondelez Intl O 43.39 -.49
Morningstar Inc O 98.31 +.83
Motorola Solutions N 108.80 -.15
Navistar Intl N 34.63 -.04
NiSource Inc N 23.39 +.08
Nthn Trust Cp O 106.10 -.39
Old Republic N 21.06 +.15
Packaging Corp Am N 117.59 -.93
Stericycle Inc O 63.31 -1.07
TransUnion N 58.65 +.30
Tribune Media Co A N 41.24 -.14
USG Corp N 34.15 -.38
Ulta Salon Cosmetics O 206.14 +4.15
United Contl Hldgs N 70.14 -.60
Ventas Inc N 49.46 -.22
Walgreen Boots Alli O 67.38 -1.17
Wintrust Financial O 90.53 +.71
Zebra Tech O 144.40 -2.39

LARGESTCOMPANIES LARGESTMUTUALFUNDS

NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE

NASDAQ STOCK MARKET

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

STOCK CLOSE CHG.

Kinder Morgan Inc 16.31 -.11
Ford Motor 11.07 +.05
Gen Electric 14.36 +.09
Bank of America 32.10 -.04
Weatherford Intl Ltd 2.62 -.11
Alibaba Group Hldg 199.06 +6.50
Chesapk Engy 3.02 -.01
Williams Cos 26.69 -1.45
Energy Transfer Part 16.61 -1.11
Energy Transfer Eqty 14.54 -.62
Rite Aid Corp 1.67 +.04
Enterp Prod Ptrs 24.94 -.69
Ambev S.A. 7.20 -.19
Snap Inc A 17.20 -.65
AT&T Inc 37.04 +.01
Sthwstn Energy 4.28 -.15
Twitter Inc 35.80 -.80
Pfizer Inc 36.58 +.23
Penney JC Co Inc 3.03 -.02
First Data Corp 16.52 +.53
Teva Pharm 18.05 -.52
WalMart Strs 87.51 -.16
Monsanto Co 117.20 -5.95
Exxon Mobil Corp 74.42 +.82

Neovasc Inc .11 -.02
Adv Micro Dev 11.46 +.10
Micron Tech 58.84 -.94
Stein Mart 1.29 +.52
Microsoft Corp 94.18 +.33
Intel Corp 50.88 -.98
Cisco Syst 45.33 +.05
Apple Inc 178.65 +.21
Comcast Corp A 36.15 +.13
Facebook Inc 183.86 -.33
Proteostasis Tehrep 7.08 +.53
Ericsson 6.84 +.06
JD.com Inc 44.94 +.85
Zynga Inc 3.86 +.09
Ctrip.com Intl Ltd 47.78 -.95
Sirius XM Hldgs Inc 6.40 -.08
Applied Matls 60.28 +.05
Caesars Entertain 12.40 -.25
Alexion Pharma 126.83 +4.15
Marvell Tech Grp 23.19 -.21
Oclaro Inc 10.02 -.14
Geron Corporation 3.48 +.34
Nvidia Corporation 249.34 +.60
FireEye Inc 18.12 +.67

FOREIGNMARKETS

INDEX CLOSE CHG./%

Shanghai 3291.11 -.3/-.0
Stoxx600 376.88 +1.9/+.5
Nikkei 21803.95 +26.7/+.1
MSCI-EAFE 2045.48 -5.9/-.3
Bovespa 84928.21 -1122.8/-1.3
FTSE 100 7139.76 +7.1/+.1
CAC-40 5267.26 +33.9/+.7

Based on market capitalization Based on total assets
STOCK CLOSE CHG.

CHG 1-YR
FUND NAV IN $ %RTN

AT&T Inc 37.04 +.01
Alibaba Group Hldg 199.06 +6.50
Alphabet Inc C 1149.58 +.09
Alphabet Inc A 1150.61 +1.72
Amazon.com Inc 1582.32 -8.68
Apple Inc 178.65 +.21
Bank of America 32.10 -.04
Berkshire Hath A 311601 +946
Berkshire Hath B 207.82 +.83
Exxon Mobil Corp 74.42 +.82
Facebook Inc 183.86 -.33
Intel Corp 50.88 -.98
JPMorgan Chase 115.24 +.29
Johnson & Johnson 133.06 +.74
Microsoft Corp 94.18 +.33
Royal Dutch Shell A 61.89 -.31
Source Cap 41.38 +.19
WalMart Strs 87.51 -.16
Wells Fargo & Co 56.83 +.20

American Funds AMCpA m 33.86 -.09 +22.7
American Funds AmrcnBalA m 27.19 -.02 +11.2
American Funds CptWldGrIncA m52.74 -.12 +20.2
American Funds CptlIncBldrA m 61.53 -.19 +8.2
American Funds EuroPacGrA m 58.21 +.02 +25.4
American Funds FdmtlInvsA m 64.07 -.04 +18.9
American Funds GrfAmrcA m 53.35 -.08 +25.2
American Funds IncAmrcA m 22.99 -.04 +8.5
American Funds InvCAmrcA m 41.53 -.18 +15.5
American Funds NwPrspctvA m 45.84 -.06 +25.5
American Funds WAMtInvsA m 46.16 -.06 +15.2
DFA EMktCorEqI 24.06 -.03 +25.9
Dodge & Cox Inc 13.61 -.01 +2.5
Dodge & Cox IntlStk 46.91 -.15 +15.3
Dodge & Cox Stk 208.76 -.35 +14.1
DoubleLine TtlRetBdI 10.48 ... +2.9
Fidelity 500IdxIns 96.43 -.07 +17.4
Fidelity 500IdxInsPrm 96.43 -.07 +17.5
Fidelity 500IndexPrm 96.43 -.07 +17.4
Fidelity Contrafund 131.54 -.02 +30.6
Fidelity ContrafundK 131.48 -.02 +30.7
Fidelity InvmGradeBd 10.99 ... +2.0
Fidelity LowPrStk 55.08 -.03 +17.1
Franklin Templeton IncA m 2.32 ... +3.9
Metropolitan West TtlRetBdI 10.42 -.01 +1.3
Oakmark IntlInv 28.57 +.01 +20.0
PIMCO IncInstl 12.18 ... +5.8
PIMCO TtlRetIns 10.07 ... +2.7
Schwab SP500Idx 42.50 -.03 +17.4
T. Rowe Price BCGr 107.93 +.26 +38.5
T. Rowe Price GrStk 68.83 +.11 +32.5
Vanguard 500IdxAdmrl 254.69 -.18 +17.4
Vanguard DivGrInv 26.85 +.02 +12.8
Vanguard HCAdmrl 89.25 -.12 +9.7
Vanguard InTrTEAdmrl 13.86 ... +2.7
Vanguard InsIdxIns x 250.22 -1.18 +17.4
Vanguard InsIdxInsPlus x 250.24 -1.19 +17.5
Vanguard InsTtlSMIInPls 61.36 -.08 +17.3
Vanguard IntlGrAdmrl 102.67 +.62 +38.8
Vanguard MdCpIdxAdmrl 196.78 -.67 +14.8
Vanguard PrmCpAdmrl 141.92 -.07 +26.4
Vanguard STInvmGrdAdmrl 10.50 -.01 +.9
Vanguard SmCpIdxAdmrl 72.34 -.29 +14.5
Vanguard TrgtRtr2020Inv 31.64 -.01 +10.8
Vanguard TrgtRtr2025Inv 18.70 -.01 +12.3
Vanguard TrgtRtr2030Inv 34.08 -.02 +13.4
Vanguard TrgtRtr2035Inv 21.02 -.01 +14.7
Vanguard TtBMIdxAdmrl 10.49 -.01 +1.5
Vanguard TtBMIdxIns 10.49 -.01 +1.4
Vanguard TtInBIdxAdmrl 21.73 +.02 +3.3
Vanguard TtInSIdxAdmrl 30.85 -.01 +19.8
Vanguard TtInSIdxIns 123.38 -.04 +19.9
Vanguard TtInSIdxInsPlus 123.41 -.03 +19.9
Vanguard TtInSIdxInv 18.44 -.01 +19.8
Vanguard TtlSMIdxAdmrl 68.83 -.10 +17.3
Vanguard TtlSMIdxIns 68.85 -.09 +17.3
Vanguard TtlSMIdxInv 68.80 -.09 +17.2
Vanguard WlngtnAdmrl x 71.96 -.47 +10.0
Vanguard WlslyIncAdmrl x 63.63 -.48 +5.9
Vanguard WndsrIIAdmrl 67.30 -.08 +10.8

TREASURYYIELDS

SPOTMETALS

FOREIGNEXCHANGE

INTERESTRATES

DURATION CLOSE PREV.

CLOSE PREV.

A U.S. Dollar buys . . .

3-month disc 1.74 1.72
6-month disc 1.89 1.88
2-year 2.31 2.28
10-year 2.83 2.82
30-year 3.06 3.06

Gold $1316.80 $1324.40
Silver $16.353 $16.467
Platinum $956.90 $961.50

Argentina (Peso) 20.3293
Australia (Dollar) 1.2827
Brazil (Real) 3.2897
Britain (Pound) .7178
Canada (Dollar) 1.3058
China (Yuan) 6.3241
Euro .8128
India (Rupee) 65.020
Israel (Shekel) 3.4451
Japan (Yen) 106.24
Mexico (Peso) 18.7371
Poland (Zloty) 3.43
So. Korea (Won) 1070.03
Taiwan (Dollar) 29.15
Thailand (Baht) 31.21

Prime Rate 4.50
Discount Rate Primary 2.00
Fed Funds Target 1.25-1.50
Money Mkt Overnight Avg. 0.33

High: 25,053.87 Low: 24,753.29 Previous: 24,758.12

d - Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee.
m - Multiple fees are charged, usually a marketing
fee and either a sales or redemption fee.
Source: Morningstar.

MARKET ROUNDUP

CONTACT US

Mary Ellen Podmolik, Associate Managing Editor/Business
435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611; business@tribpub.com; 312-222-4771

THE LADDER: Have a hiring or promotion you’d like to tell the world about in print and online?
Go to chicagotribune.com/theladder to share your news. Be sure to include a photo.
We’ll publish on our site and in the printed editions of the Chicago Tribune as space allows.

Rate Criteria: The rates and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 3/14/18. All rates, fees and other information are subject to change without notice. RateSeeker,
LLC. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. The institutions appearing in this table pay
a fee to appear in this table. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your specific loan
may differ from the sample used. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 740. Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans are
based on loan amounts of $453,101. Lock Days: 30-60. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance.
The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. FHA Mortgages include both UFMIP and MIP fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down pay-
ment. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Fees reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value,
you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. VA Mortgages include funding fees based on a loan amount of $165,000 with 5% down payment. If
your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. “Call for Rates” means actual rates were not
available at press time. To access the NMLS Consumer Access website, please visit www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org. To appear in this table, call 773-320-8492.

Mortgage Guide

Institution 30 yr APR 30 yr Fixed Product Rate Points Fees % Down APR Phone / Website NMLS # / License #

If your mortgage payment is feeling a little too hefty
every month — either because your financial situation
has changed or you took on too much when you signed
the dotted line — refinancing can potentially lower your
monthly burden. But it requires the right circumstances
to be a good solution.

The most obvious opportunity is when current rates are
lower than your existing APR. A common rule of thumb
is that refinancing to at least a half percentage point
below your current rate can be cost effective, and a
lower rate means lower payments.

If a sufficient rate reduction isn’t in the cards, but you’ve
acquired an inheritance, a large bonus or another wind-
fall, you can lower your bill by refinancing with a bigger
down payment. By applying your windfall to the new
mortgage, you convert the cash to home equity and
can refinance a lower amount.

You can also reduce your payment by refinancing to
a longer loan or an interest-only mortgage. These are
better left as last resorts, though, since they’ll either
stretch out how long you’re on the hook for a mortgage
or leave you in worse financial shape in the end. But if
you’re in dire straits to make ends meet, it’s an option
that may keep you out of hotter water.

Note that if you’re currently paying private mortgage
insurance and have built up at least 20 percent equity,
refinancing isn’t necessary to lower your payments.
Simply contact your lender to request the PMI charges
be terminated.

In all cases, refinancing will require having a decent
credit score. And if you’re several years into your cur-
rent mortgage, refinancing can add years to your re-
payment period, which may not be desirable. As al-
ways, research the costs and trade-offs carefully to
decide your own best option.

ADVERTISEMENT

Refinancing to lower your monthly payment
SAVINGS UPDATE

4.256%
30yr Fixed

APR

Rate: 4.250

Points: 0.000

Fees: $595

% Down: 5%

15 yr fixed 3.750 0.000 $795 5% 3.760
3/1 ARM 3.000 0.000 $75 5% 3.579
5/1 ARM 3.125 0.000 $25 5% 3.655
7/1 ARM 3.250 0.000 $55 5% 3.658
30 yr jumbo 4.000 0.000 $50 20% 4.100
5/1 jumbo ARM 4.250 0.000 $50 20% 4.256
30 yr FHA 3.500 0.000 $25 3.5% 3.510
No JUNK Fees, Free Appraisal, More Programs, CALL NOW!

888-595-7339

NMLS# 246585

Gateway Capital

Mortgage Inc.

LIC# 6760411

www.gwcmortgage.com

4.486%
30yr Fixed

APR

Rate: 4.375

Points: 0.000

Fees: $999

% Down: 20%

20 yr fixed 4.125 0.000 $999 20% 4.276
15 yr fixed 3.625 0.000 $999 20% 3.816
10 yr fixed 3.500 0.000 $999 20% 3.775
7 yr fixed 3.250 0.000 $999 20% 3.633
5/1 ARM 3.000 0.000 $999 20% 3.831
7/1 ARM 3.500 0.000 $999 20% 3.937
30 yr jumbo 4.375 0.000 $999 20% 4.417
5/1 jumbo ARM 3.000 0.000 $999 20% 4.086

847-737-9020

NMLS# 787575

Liberty Bank

for Savings www.libertybankmortgage.com

4.484%
30yr Fixed

APR

Rate: 4.375

Points: 0.000

Fees: $755

% Down: 20%

20 yr fixed 4.125 0.000 $755 20% 4.273
15 yr fixed 3.750 0.000 $755 20% 3.935
10 yr fixed 3.625 0.000 $755 20% 3.891
7/1 ARM (30yr) 3.875 0.000 $755 20% 4.437
30 yr jumbo 4.375 0.000 $755 20% 4.424
20 yr jumbo 4.125 0.000 $755 20% 4.191
15 yr jumbo 3.750 0.000 $755 20% 3.832
Exclusive Lock & Shop Pre-Approval Program from your Local Lender. Call for Details!

708-416-3661

NMLS# 458026

Central Federal

Savings and

Loan Association

www.centralfederalsavings.com

$205.9million in gift cards
and merchandise credit
was outstanding when it
sought bankruptcy protec-
tion in September.

Sen. Charles Schumer,
D-N.Y.,wants the toy chain
to let consumers redeem
gift cards for cash “so they
are not as worthless and
unwantedasa lumpofcoal
in a stocking,” he said in a
Wednesday news release.

The retailer is still ex-
ploring options for selling
its strongerCanadianbusi-
ness, including a plan that
would save up to 200
top-performing U.S. stores
as part of that deal.

News of the shutdown
came about six months
after Toys R Us sought
Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection.At the time, the
struggling retailer
soundedoptimisticabouta
turnaround, and it secured
a loan of more than $3
billion to keep business
going during restructur-
ing.

But U.S. sales over the
all-important holiday sea-
son, which typically ac-
counts for 40percent of its
revenue, were “well below
worst case projections,”
Toys R Us said in a bank-
ruptcy court filing. The
bankruptcy took a toll on
the confidence shoppers
and vendors had in the
chain, which also said it
had trouble matching
competitors’ prices.

“I am very disappointed
with the result, but we no
longer have the financial
support to continue … U.S.
operations,” Toys R Us
Chairman and CEO Dave
Brandon said Wednesday
in a news release.

He called it a “pro-
foundly sad day for us as
well as the millions of kids
and families who we have
served over the past 70
years.”

When Toys R Us filed
for bankruptcy protection
in September, it said the
“vast majority” of its 1,600
Toys RUs and Babies RUs

stores worldwide were
profitable. It still ac-
counted for roughly 15 to
20percent ofU.S. toy sales,
anunusuallyhighshare for
a retailer whose bank-
ruptcy ends in liquidation,
said Stephanie Wissink,
managing director and
consumer products ana-
lyst at Jeffries.

But it struggled to adapt
to big changes in consum-
ers’ shopping habits, in-
cluding a switch from spe-
cialty big-box chains to
one-stop mass merchants
like Walmart and Target
and online retailers like
Amazon. Toys R Us was
too slow to embrace e-
commerce and invest in
the in-store experience,
said Tim Barrett, senior
retailing analyst at Eu-
romonitor International.

“Spread thin across too
many countries, with too
many stores and too much
debt, it boxed itself into its
current fate,” he said in an
emailed statement.

But its debt, much of
which stemmed from
2005, when three private
investment firms took the
company private, limited
its ability to invest and
compete with fast-grow-
ing rivals.

The company got its
start in 1948, when found-
erCharlesLazarusopened
a baby furniture store in
Washington, D.C., amid
the postwar baby boom.
He eventually added toys
to encourage parents to
keep coming back before
opening his first toys-only
shop—ToysRUs,with the
backwards “R” logo to
mimic a child’swriting.

“It does feel like a bit of
Americana is being lost,
the idea of this emporium
of toys, a place that fulfills
the physical manifestation
of a child’s imagination,”
saidWissink, the analyst at
Jeffries. But the next gen-
eration of toy shoppers
don’t seem to have the
same attachment, she said.

lzumbach@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@laurenzumbach

Gift cards honored
through April 14
Toys R Us, from Page 1
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OBITUARIES

In 1827 the first newspaper
edited for and by blacks,
“Freedom’s Journal,” was
published inNewYork.

In 1830, in one of the
slowest trading days inWall
Streethistory, only31 shares
changed hands on the New
York StockExchange.

In 1933 Britain’s disarma-
ment plan for reducing
armies failed when Hitler’s
Germany insisted that its
storm troopers not be in-
cluded.

In 1945, duringWorldWar
II, Iwo Jima was declared
secured by theAllies.

In 1978 Italian politician
Aldo Moro was kidnapped
by left-wing urban guerril-
las, who later murdered
him.

In 1987 MassachusettsGov.
Michael Dukakis an-
nounced his candidacy for
theDemocraticpresidential
nomination.

In 1990 South African
President F.W. de Klerk an-
nounced that exiledAfrican
National Congress leaders
could return home for talks
with the white-led govern-
ment.

In 1994 figure skater Tonya
Harding pleaded guilty in
Portland, Ore., to conspira-
cy to hinder prosecution for
covering up the attack on
rivalNancyKerrigan, avoid-
ing jail but drawing a
$100,000 fine.

In 1995 astronaut Norman
Thagard was welcomed
aboard the Russian space
station Mir as the first
American to visit the orbit-
ing outpost.

In 1996, for the first time,
ordinary citizens were al-
lowed inside the central
archives of the former East
German secret police, the
hated Stasi security agency.

In 1999 theNebraskaCorn-
huskers beat Chicago State
50-3 in an NCAA baseball
game

In 2004 China declared
victory in its fight against
bird flu, saying it had
“stamped out” all its known
cases.

In 2016 President Barack
Obama nominated Wash-
ington lawyer and jurist
MerrickGarland to succeed
Justice Antonin Scalia on
the U.S. Supreme Court,
setting up a protracted po-
litical fight with Republi-
cans who vowed to block
any candidate picked by the
WhiteHouse.

ChicagoDaily Tribune
ON MARCH 16 ...

NEW YORK — David S.
Wyman,a leadingscholarof
the U.S. response to the
Holocaust whose “The
Abandonment of the Jews”
was a provocative, best-
selling critique of everyone
from religious leaders
to President Franklin
Roosevelt, died Wednesday
at 89.

The David S. Wyman
Institute for Holocaust
Studies announced that
Wyman died at his home in
Amherst, Mass., after a
lengthy illness. He was a
professor emeritus at the
University of Massachu-
setts at Amherst.

The grandson of Protes-
tant ministers, Wyman was
in graduate school when he
began a quest to learn what
was done on behalf of the
millions of Jews rounded
up and murdered by the
Nazis and their collabora-
tors duringWorldWar II.

He was best known for
“The Abandonment of the
Jews: America and the
Holocaust 1941-45,” which
came out in 1984 and
sharply intensified a debate
that began during thewar.

Drawing upon private
and government records
and contemporary media
accounts, Wyman found
widespread indifference
and hostility to the Jews in
Europe, even as their sys-
tematic extermination was
conclusively documented.
He faulted religious organi-
zations, Jewish and non-
Jewish; mainstream news-
papers and movies; and the
anti-Jewish feelings of the
general public.

The federal government
was slow to act, enforcing
strict immigration quotas
and refusing to bomb the
concentration camps, wait-
ing until well after the
Holocaust had begun to
establish a War Refugee
Board, then forcing the
agency to rely mostly on
private funding.

The blame rose to the
top, with Roosevelt, who
Wyman alleged was more
concerned about angering
anti-Semites than about
helping the Jews.

“If he had wanted to, he
could have aroused sub-
stantial public backing for a
vital rescue effort by speak-
ing out on the issue,”
Wyman wrote, calling
Roosevelt’s inaction the low
mark of his presidency.

“It appears that Roose-

velt’s overall response to the
Holocaust was deeply af-
fected by political expedi-
ency. Most Jews supported
him unwaveringly, so an
active rescue policy offered
little political advantage. A
pro-Jewish stance, howev-
er, could lose votes.”

“The Abandonment of
the Jews” received several
honors, including the Na-
tional Jewish Book Award,
and a nomination from the
National Book Critics Cir-
cle.

Most scholars accepted
his general argument that
the U.S. had done too little,
but some disagreed with
individual aspects, such as
whether theU.S. could have
disrupted or destroyed the
Nazi camps.

Roosevelt defenders,
meanwhile, believed
Wymanhad failed to appre-
ciate that the president’s
optionswere limited.

“FDR well understood
that it would be fatal to let
the war be defined as a war
to save the Jews,” historian
and Roosevelt biographer
Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.
wrote inNewsweek in 1994,
around the time a television
documentary based on
Wyman’s book aired. “He
knew that he must empha-
size the large and vital
interest all Americans had
in stopping Hitler, and that
iswhathedid.Andheknew
that winning the war was
the only way to save the
people in the concentration
camps.”

Wyman’s book was cred-
ited with helping to inspire
the American rescue of
hundredsofEthiopianJews
stranded in Sudan in 1985.
JohnMiller, a congressman
and later an ambassador for
combating human traffick-
ing, told a Wyman Institute

conference that he had giv-
en copies of the book to
then-Vice President George
H.W.Bushandhis top aides.
According to Miller, Bush
called “The Abandonment
of the Jews” a major factor
in the U.S. decision to airlift
the Jews and eventually
bring them to Israel. Bush
later sent the author a
handwritten note of grati-
tude.

Wymancontinuedhis in-
vestigations with “The
World Reacts to the Holo-
caust” and “America and
theHolocaust,” a 13-volume
compilation of documents
used for “The Abandon-
ment of the Jews.”

He would often invoke
the Holocaust as a defense
of Israel. “I’d comehere and
die for Israel if I were ever
of any use,” he said in 2012
while speaking at the Yad
VashemHolocaustmemori-
al in Jerusalem.

A book released in 2013,
“FDR and the Jews,” by
RichardBreitmanandAllan
Lichtman, contended that
Roosevelt had been judged
too harshly and that his
actions compared favorably
with those of future presi-
dents responding to geno-
cide.

In response, the Wyman
Institute published Rafael
Medoff’s “FDR and the
Holocaust: A Breach of
Faith,” which alleged that
Roosevelt hada longhistory
of anti-Jewish actions and
opinions.

Wyman was born in
Weymouth, Mass., in 1929
and recalled his parents
imparting “not just toler-
ance, but a high degree of
respect for all different peo-
ple.”

He studied history as an
undergraduate at Boston
University and earned a
doctorate from Harvard
University in 1962. He had
intended to focus on the
Progressive era of the early
20thcenturyuntilhehadan
epiphany while walking in
Cambridge, Mass., where
Harvard is located.

“Out of nowhere comes
this question: What did the
United States do while the
Jews were being per-
secuted and mass mur-
dered?” hewould recall.

Wyman taught elemen-
tary school and high school
in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire and was a his-
tory lecturer at Clark Uni-
versity and Northeastern
University before joining
Amherst in 1966 and re-
maining for 25 years.

DAVID S. WYMAN 1929-2018

Scholar studied U.S.
response to Holocaust

David S. Wyman’s book
“The Abandonment of the
Jews” was a best-seller.

DAVID S. WYMAN INSTITUTE FOR
HOLOCAUST STUDIES 1984

By Hillel Italie
Associated Press
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deserves to be told.
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Patricia Violet Aguilar, nee Carbonelli, age 83,
passed away peacefully on March 14th. Patricia was
the beloved wife of the late Alberto; loving mother
of Carmella “Minnie” and Albert Jr. (Debbie) Aguilar,
Violet (Lennie) Romano, Ricardo (Patty) Aguilar,
Karen (George) Mata, Anthony Sr. (Tracy) Aguilar,
Patricia Oto, Cynthia (Matt) Sodini, Robert (Karina)
and Ronald (Wendy) Aguilar; cherished grandmother
of Lennie, Nicole, Georgie, Jen, Amanda, Anthony,
Nicky, Joey, Lizzy, Ricky, Joe, Anthony Jr., Alberto,
Adam, Patricia, Gabriella, Jonas, Jacob, Courtney,
Samantha, Mikey, Matt, Max, Xavi, Veronica, Sammy,
Marcello, Alana and Bre; great grandmother of Gio,
Frankie, Joey, Tina, Lana, George Jr., Brando, Bella,
Angelica and Angelo; dear sister of Salvador, Shirley,
Eleanor, Anita, Suzanna, Sandy and the late Roman
Jr., Dolly, Robert, Louis and Nick. She was a fond
aunt of many. In lieu of flowers, donations to: The
American Heart Association would be appreciated.
Visitation Sunday from 2:00 p.m. until 8;00 p.m.
at Cumberland Chapels 8300 W. Lawrence Ave.,
Norridge, IL. Funeral services will begin at 9:00
a.m. on Monday, at the funeral home, and will then
proceed to St. Francis Borgia Church for Mass
at 10:00 a.m. Interment to follow at Mt. Carmel
Cemetery. Info www.cumberlandchapels.com or
708-456-8300.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Aguilar, Patricia Violet

Died January 29, 2018. Beloved son of Janet and the
late John E. Dear brother of Donna Medica, Mary
Gruszczyk & JoAnne Abbott. Rest in Peace, Jay.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Abbott, John A. ‘Jay’

Death Notices
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Gloria Andrezak, nee Gibson, 95.Devoted wife of
the late Chester; Beloved mother of Gloria (David)
Moyer, Thomas Andrezak and the late Edward and
Jack Lira; cherished grandmother of Amanda (Tom)
Peldiak and Meagan (Brian Klemm) Moyer; adored
great grandmother of Addison, Nathaniel and Jacob
Peldiak; loving sister of the late Naoma Raymond;
dear aunt and great aunt of many. Visitation Sunday
3-9pm at The Montclair-Lucania Funeral Home 6901
W. Belmont Avenue Chicago where services will
be held 10:00am Monday. Interment Irving Park
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers donations to www.
NAMIChicago.org appreciated. For funeral informa-
tion 773-622-9300 or www.montclair-lucaniafuneral.
com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Andrezak, Gloria

ILLINOIS
March 15
Lotto ............................................................ 06 21 26 33 40 49 / 08
Lotto jackpot: $7.25M
Pick 3 midday ....................................................................... 318 / 0
Pick 4 midday ..................................................................... 3461 / 7
Lucky Day Lotto midday .................................................................

01 16 21 38 43
Pick 3 evening ....................................................................... 655 / 0
Pick 4 evening .................................................................... 3953 / 6
Lucky Day Lotto evening .................................................................

19 25 32 33 42

March 16 Mega Millions: $345M
March 17 Powerball: $455M

WISCONSIN
March 15
Pick 3 ............................................................................................. 062
Pick 4 .......................................................................................... 2988
Badger 5 ................................................................... 04 16 22 24 27
SuperCash ......................................................... 04 08 18 26 28 30

INDIANA
March 15
Daily 3 midday ...................................................................... 758 / 4
Daily 4 midday ................................................................... 6400 / 4
Daily 3 evening ..................................................................... 816 / 0
Daily 4 evening ................................................................... 4540 / 0
Cash 5 ........................................................................ 01 02 21 37 41

MICHIGAN
March 15
Daily 3 midday ............................................................................ 217
Daily 4 midday ......................................................................... 9889
Daily 3 evening ............................................................................ 101
Daily 4 evening ......................................................................... 4174
Fantasy 5 .................................................................. 08 11 20 24 38
Keno ..................................................................... 05 12 17 18 21 25

31 32 35 38 43 47 50 53
58 59 61 64 69 71 76 79

WINNING LOTTERY NUMBERS

More winning numbers at
chicagotribune.com/lottery
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Jeffrey Marc Bergen, age 62, passed away on
Wednesday,March14th,2018,surroundedbyhis lov-
ing family. Jeff was born on July 21, 1955 in Brooklyn,
New York, to Frederick and Dorothy (Cohen) Bergen.
He will be lovingly remembered by his wife, Donna
(Szopa) Bergen; daughter, Renee Polinski, and
granddaughter, Natalie; daughter, Sabrina (Greig)
Havern, and grandchildren Jack and Grace; son,
Mark (Jaime) Stasiorowski, and granddaughters,
Katerina and Alina; daughter Melisa (Peter) Sadalski;
and sister, Rhonda (Mark) Hager, and niece, Debbie.
Jeff received his B.S. from Brooklyn College and
his S.M. and PhD from the University of Chicago.
After his arrival at DePaul University in 1981, Jeff
became an internationally recognized scholar in the
area of non-commutative algebra, published over
50 articles in refereed research journals, and was
the sole author of an abstract algebra textbook in
2010. He was the director of the Masters of Arts in
Mathematics Education Program at DePaul, and his
excellence in teaching was acknowledged by his
reception of the Cortelyou-Lowery Award in 2007.
Jeff continued to inspire his students through his
passion for mathematics and education until his
passing. A visitation will take place on Saturday,
March 17th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at the Smith-
Corcoran Funeral Home, 1104 Waukegan Road,
Glenview. A brief service will follow at noon. Jeff
was a very generous person and enjoyed donating
to various charities, including many animal welfare
organizations. Please consider a donation in his
name to a charity of your choice. Info 847-359-8020
or visit www.smithcorcoran.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Bergen, Jeffrey Marc

GREENWICH, Conn. – John F. Ball, 87, a retired televi-
sion and film production ex-
ecutive, died at his home in
Greenwich on Friday, March
9.
Mr. Ball was born inWinnetka,
Ill., on April 26, 1930, to
Edward and Kathleen Ball.
He graduated from New Trier
High School in Winnetka in
1948, and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English from

Princeton University in Princeton, N.J., in 1952.
Following his graduation, he served as a Lieutenant
in the United States Navy Destroyer Force.
While a student at Princeton, he met his future
wife Anne Firestone, granddaughter of tire industry
pioneer Harvey S. Firestone, during spring break in
Miami. They were married in 1957. Mrs. Ball died
in 2013.
Following his Navy service, Mr. Ball joined the CBS
Television network in New York City, where he be-
came director of television special programming.
He was credited with development of such classic
television programs as Candid Camera, Sing Along
with Mitch and The Man from Uncle.
Mr. Ball left CBS and joined the J. Walter Thompson
advertising agency in 1961, where he served as vice
president of television programming and later as
president of Thompson’s documentary television
division Survival Anglia Ltd. At Survival, he collabo-
rated for many years with British producer Aubrey
Buxton on an extensive series of acclaimed wildlife
documentaries. Their 1972 film The Incredible Flight
of the Snow Geese won two Emmy awards for cin-
ematography and film editing.
In 1985, he established John F. Ball Productions, Inc.,
which specialized in production of films and videos
for Catholic and educational institutions.
Active in local, national and international Roman
Catholic organizations, Mr. Ball was a long-time
member of St. Michael the Archangel Church in
Greenwich. Mr. Ball was a member of the Knights
of St. Gregory the Great, Knights of the Holy
Sepulcher and Knights of Malta. In 1992, he was
elected a member of the American Association of
the Sovereign Military Order of Malta. Mr. Ball re-
ceived the Apostolic Blessing from Pope John Paul
II in 2003. He and his late wife Anne were long-time
supporters of Pontifical North American College in
Rome, Italy, from which they received the presti-
gious Umilta Award in 2011.
Mr. Ball was an actor and songwriter. He began his
musical career at New Trier High School, where he
was a founder and director of the Lagniappe student
musical-variety organization. He went on to write
and perform in the Princeton Triangle Club, where
he served as vice president. In 1952, he appeared
on The Ed Sullivan Show, singing and dancing to his
original music. Mr. Ball remained active in Triangle
Club throughout his lifetime, as a trustee, chairman
from 1970 through 1988, and chairman emeritus
since 1995.
In addition to his parents and his wife, Mr. Ball was
preceded in death by brothers Edward Ball and
Rev. David Ball and sister Kathleen Ball Crane. He
is survived by sons John F. Ball, Jr., of Chicago and
David F. Ball (Lucy) of Darien, Conn., daughter Sheila
Ball Burkert (Randall) of New York City and eight
grandchildren.
Mr. Ball also had a home in Northport Point, Mich.
The family will receive friends on Thursday, March
22, from 4:30 until 7:00 p.m. at Leo P. Gallagher &
Son Funeral Home, 31 Arch Street, Greenwich,
Conn., 06830. The funeral service will be held on
Friday, March 23, at 11:00 a.m. at St. Michael the
Archangel Church, 469 North Street, Greenwich,
Conn., 06830. There also will be a memorial service
this summer at Atwill Memorial Chapel in Michigan.
Memorial contributions may be made to Family
Centers of Greenwich, 40 Arch Street, Greenwich,
Conn. 06830 or Leelanau Conservancy, 105 N. First
Street, Leland, Mich. 49654.

Ball, John F.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Mary T. Bacik (nee Kadzielawski) age 93. Beloved
wife of the late Michael J. Bacik. Loving mother of
Christine (Lawrence) Connery, Michael W. (Roberta),
and Steven J. (Debra) Bacik. Dear grandmother
of Kimberly (Carl) Stieler, Michael Kevin Connery,
Meghan (Brian) Gorman, Nicholas (Melissa) Bacik,
Jessica (Joe) Kerjes, Ashley (Colin) Yordling, and
Katherine Bacik. Great grandmother of Luke,
Jude, Finley, and Maverick. Loving sister of Jean
(Al) Wolowiec, and the late Joseph (late Emily)
Kadzielawski. Dear aunt, relative, and friend of
many. Visitation Sunday, March 18, 2018 from 3:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Colonial-Wojciechowski Funeral
Home, 8025 W. Golf Road in Niles. Funeral Monday,
March 19 at 9:15 a.m. from the funeral home to Our
Lady of Ransom Church. Mass 10:00 a.m. Interment
Maryhill. Memorials to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital appreciated. Info 847-581-0536 or www.
colonialfuneral.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Bacik, Mary T.

Eugene C. Foray, age 71, of Oak Forest, United
States Army Veteran, passed away
on March 12, 2018. Loving husband,
best friend and bashert of Karyl Foray
(nee Dicker); dearest father of Thomas
(Joanne), David (Ana), and Christopher

(Erika); cherished grandfather of Emma Foray, Bella
Gallegos, Noah Gallegos and Emilia Verdesoto; dear
brother of Norman (fiancee Judy Cutrera), Leland
(Theresa), Carol (Joe) Miano and the late Brian.
Funeral Services and Interment are private. In lieu of
flowers, Memorial Contributions in Eugene’s name
may be made to Gift of Hope, www.giftofhope.org.
Arrangements were entrusted to the McKenzie
Funeral Home, Oak Forest, Illinois. For information:
708-687-2990

Foray, Eugene C.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Marjorie M. Dold, née Miller, 84, beloved wife of
the late John A. Dold, passed
away on March 12, 2018.
She was born on February
10, 1934 in Cleveland, Ohio.
She is survived by two
daughters, Barbara (Wayne)
Brewer and Suzanne (Robert)
Brunk; five cherished grand-
children, Kathryn (Frederick)
Jorgensen, David (Allison)
Brewer, Madeline Brewer,

Jeffrey Brunk, and Tabitha Brunk; sister Judy (the late
Richard) Barlow, brother Bill (Gail) Miller, and many
nieces and nephews. Visitation will be 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday, March 17, at Winnetka Bible Church, 555
Birch St., Winnetka, followed by a funeral service at
10:30 a.m. For information please call Wm. H. Scott
Funeral Home 847-251-8200.

Dold, Marjorie M.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Brett Joseph DeKing, age 59, passed away on March
13, 2018 after battling cancer for nine years; be-
loved husband of Mary Ann DeKing; loving father of
Cassandra (Joshua) Watson and Dane DeKing; cher-
ished son of the late LeRoy and Mary DeKing; dear
brother of Deborah (Thomas) Wall, Brad (Bernadine)
DeKing, Chet (Carrie) DeKing, Chad (Mary) DeKing
and LeRoy (Lisa) Deking; fond brother-in-law of
John (Mary) Terzakis, Peggi Terzakis and George
(Jill) Terzakis; he was very loved by many nieces,
nephews, family, and friends. Visitation Sunday 3-8
P.M. at Modell Funeral Home, 7710 S. Cass Avenue,
Darien. Lying in State Monday from 9:00 A.M. until
time of Mass at 10:00 A.M. at St. Joseph Church, 722
High Street, Aurora. Interment St. Joseph Cemetery,
Aurora. For funeral info: (630) 852-3595 or www.
modelldarien.com.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

DeKing, Brett Joseph

Paul A. Cozzi age 95 of Oak Park and Ascension
Parish died March 14, 2018 surrounded by his
family. Paul was an accountant who owned Trade
Recorders Bookkeeping Company in Chicago and
Forest park. Precede in death by his wife, Eileen,
Paul was a loving father to Paula (Ed Goedert), Bob
(Kate), Peg, Barbara (Dennis Hudson), Liz (Peter
Tarcha), Phil (Darlene), Nancy (Lou Freda), and Larry.
Loving grandfather and great grandfather to many.
Visitation 3-8 p.m. Sunday March 18th at BELMONT
FUNERAL HOME / GAMBONEY & SON FUNERAL
DIRECTORS 7120 W. Belmont Ave, Chicago. Family
and friends are asked to meet Monday 9:30 a.m. for
Mass of Christian Burial at Ascension Church 808 S.
East Avenue, Oak Park. Interment Queen of Heaven
Cemetery. Info: 773.286.2500 or www.belmontfu-
neralhome.com
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Cozzi, Paul A.

Mary Ellen Conroy age 87; passed away March
10, 2018; wife of the late Thomas; mother of Rita
(Tom) Wilson, Tom (Lisa), Loretta and Kathy Conroy;
grandmother of Mike (Amy), Greg (Jaime), Chris and
Jeff Wilson; Shannon (Michael) Sheehan, Sara (Niko)
Berrini, Annie and Maggie Kelly; great grandmother
of Ben, Miles and Ellie Wilson, Nora, Anna and
Jack Sheehan, Julius and Leonardo Berrini. Private
Services were held Wednesday March 14, 2018 at
Kosary Funeral Home 9837 S. Kedzie, Evergreen Park
(708) 499-3223 or www.kosaryfuneralhome.com
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Conroy, Mary Ellen

Emily C. Bubulka nee Sportiello beloved wife of the
late Frank M. Bubulka; loving mother of Michael,
Cathy Buettner and Steve Bubulka; dearest grand-
mother of Bryan (Carrie), Ashley, Brad (Heather)
and Elise (Jason) Michelin; dear great grandmother
of Harper and Emelee; cherished sister of the
late Mary (Dave) Hennip, Angelo (Margie), Mike
and John Sportiello; fond sister-in-law of Ruth
and Pat Sportiello; devoted aunt of many nieces
and nephews. Visitation Sunday 1-5 P.M. Funeral
Monday 11:00 A.M. from Lawn Funeral Home 7909
State Road (5500W) Burbank Il 60459 to St. Albert
The Great Church Mass 11:30 A.M. Interment Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery Funeral info (708) 636-2320.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Bubulka, Emily C.

Age 83. Previously of Browning & Son’s Automotive
in Oak Forest for 31 years. Memorial begins March
17, 4:00 pm, Service at 5:00 pm at Trinity Church-
26900 S. Will-Center Rd. Monee. Pastor Joe Pujdak.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Browning, Sr., George F.

Linda Lee Bickart of Chicago; Beloved daughter of
the late Charles and Ruth; Dear sister of Sharon
and the late Patricia; Magnificent aunt of Kim, Tracy,
Valerie, Cindy, Steven, Kerri and Laura; Devoted
great aunt of 10. Long term employee of UIC, #1
Cubs fan and since her retirement worked as an
usher at Wrigley Field. Intense animal lover and
advocate. A wonderful friend to many. Visitation
Sunday 2:00p.m – 8:00p.m. at PETERSON-BASSI
CHAPELS 6938 W. North Ave. Ms. Bickart will lie
in state Monday from 9:00a.m. till time of service
10:00a.m. at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 611
Randolph St, Oak Park. Entombment Acacia Park
Cemetery. Info 773.637.4441 or www.petersonfu-
neralhome.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Bickart, Linda Lee

Carol Jean Berk (nee Lindelof) - age 60, passed away
peacefully on Tuesday March 13. She is survived by
her loving daughters, Michelle, Patricia, Charlene
and Monique. Proud grandmother of Nathan, Jake,
Meranda, Sara, Jason, Ian and Dylan. Dear sister to
Ralph, Tom (Chris), Cathy (Brad) and John (Debbie).
Visitation Saturday from 3 PM until time of Funeral
Service 7:30 PM at Geils Funeral Home, 180 S. York
Road, Bensenville IL. Interment Private. For funeral
information, please call 630-766-3232
or www.geilsfuneralhome.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Berk, Carol Jean

Find out why we were chosen to direct over 1600 funerals since opening in 2010
Funeral Directors

Lloyd Mandel, Seymour Mandel, William “Bill” Goodman, I. Ian “Izzy” Dick,
Olivia Hurtgen and apprentice funeral director Cheri Mandel

Introducing www.mitzvahpackages.com
5 packages of funeral services plus a choice of 10 caskets from $2995 to $4995!
Chicago Jewish funeral homes with chapels charge $4010-$5675 for the same

services without the casket and up to and over $3000 for the same, or similar caskets.

500 Lake Cook Rd., Deerfield and 8850 Skokie Blvd, Skokie
630-MITZVAH (630-648-9824)
www.mitzvahfunerals.com
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Joni Kaden Kaplan, age 76, of Northbrook, Illinois
faced pancreatic cancer with courage
and grace. She died at home early morn-
ing, March 13, 2018 and is survived by
her beloved and loving family: husband,
Jack Pohn, daughter, Robyn (Jordan)

Allen, her grandchildren, Samantha, Jessica and
Jeremy Allen, her step-children, Pat (Doug) Marshall,
Andy (Shari) Kaplan, Kendra Fogarty (nee Pohn),
Justin (Emily) Pohn, Tyler Pohn, Kiley Pohn and Devin
Pohn, her step-grandchild, Jacob Marshall, her
brother, Bruce (Laurie) Kaden, her nephew, Jonathan
(Susan) Kaden, and her niece, Allison (Jason)
Horowitz. Funeral services Friday, March 16, 2018
at 10 a.m., Congregation Solel, 1301 Clavey Road,
Highland Park, IL. Interment Shalom Memorial Park.
For funeral information 847-256-5700.

Kaplan, Joni Kaden

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Gerry Lynne Jens nee Schneider, age 66 at rest
March 14th; beloved wife of the late
Howard; loving daughter of Betty and
the late Bill Schneider; dearest sister of
William (Terry), Bob (Debbie) and Judy
Pollard; cherished aunt of Meg (Brandt)

Zenter, Brian (Shari), Jim, Bob (Eryn), Allie, Mike, Joe,
Tricia (Scott) Sillari, Kriste and Cara; great-aunt of
Madison, Nick, Connor, Kaeden & Will; fond niece
of Shirley Kaluza; step-mother of Louis & Jennifer
Jens and their children Joe, Matt, Abby & Katie.
Visitation Sunday only, March 18th, from 3 to 9
pm at the CURLEY FUNERAL HOME (KUBINA-TYBOR
DIRECTORS), 6116 W 111th St Chicago Ridge with a
service at 7 PM. 708-422-2700 or www.curleyfuner-
alhome.com.

Jens, Gerry Lynne

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Rosalyn “Lee Lee” Iacopelli, age 85, Beloved wife of
the late Vito; Devoted mother of Salvatore (Everett
Lee), Frank (Julie) Iacopelli and Maria (Jim) Lane;
Cherished grandmother of Jessica (Ryan), Derek,
Jimmy, Gina, Paige, Ralphie and Frankie; loving
great grandmother of Isabella, Avery, Hailey, Cole
and Dylan; Dear sister of the late Concetta (the
late John) Dodero, the late Teresa (the late Charles)
Paletta the late John (the late Audrey) Folinazzo,
the late Frank Folinazzo, the late Anthony (the late
Leda) Folinazzo, the late Louis ( Dorothy) Folinazzo,
Joyce (the late Gene) Ruffino, Marie (Roy) Ippolito,
and dear aunt of many nieces and nephews. Funeral
Monday, family and friends are asked to gather 9:30
a.m. at Salerno’s Rosedale Chapels 450 W. Lake St.
Roselle, IL. 60172 (3/4 mile west of Bloomingdale/
Roselle Rd.). Funeral Service will begin at 10:30 a.m.
Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery. Visitation
Sunday 3:00-9:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Comfort Cares Foundation
Attention: Katrina Agnew 1s660 Midwest Rd. Suite
305 Oak Brook Terrace, IL 60181

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Iacopelli, Rosalyn “Lee Lee”

Geleerd, Jr., William L. ‘Bill’
William L. “Bill” Geleerd Jr, 87. Beloved
husband for 22 years of Naomi Myers;
devoted father of Jane Ann (Peter)
Heheman and William L. Geleerd III; car-
ing stepfather of Leonard David Myers
and the late Deborah Myers; cherished
grandfather of Kate Ann and Gracie Jane

Heheman; fond brother of the late Guy D. Geleerd
Sr.; caring brother-in-law of Judith Geleerd Kitzes
and Irwin Javinsky; proud uncle of Guy Jr. (Lauren)
Geleerd, James D. (Jennifer Kaplan) Geleerd, and
Julie (Greg) Moss. Funeral service Fri, 3/16, 11 AM,
at North Shore Congregation Israel, 1185 Sheridan
Rd, Glencoe. Interment Ft. Sheridan Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may
be made to the American Diabetes Association,
www.diabetes.org. For info: 847-256-5700.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

age 97, Loving mother of Chuck (Janice) Fletcher;
beloved step mother of William (Gayle) Freitag and
Beth Madura; dearest grandmother of 7 and great
grandmother of 10; dear aunt of Diane (Ronald)
Martin. Visitation will be held on Sunday, March 18,
2018 at Kurtz Memorial Chapel 65 Old Frankfort
Way, Frankfort IL 60423 from 2-7PM. Funeral in
the funeral home Monday at 10:00AM. Interment
Chapel Hill Garden South, Oak Lawn. for INFO www.
kurtzmemorialchapel.com or 815-806-2225
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Freitag, Leona

Barbara Gene Fox 82, March 13, 2018. Beloved
daughter of the late Daniel J. and Margaret M. (nee
Murray). Loving sister of Sr. Marie Fox RSM. Fond
cousin of many. Barbara was a retired Civil Engineer
for the City of Chicago and a member of the
American Society of Women Engineers. Visitation
at St. Cajetan Church 2445 W. 112th St. Saturday,
March 17, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. until time of Mass
11:00 a.m. Int. Mt. Olivet Cemetery. In lieu of flowers
memorials may be made to the Sisters of Mercy
Retirement Fund 3659 W. 99th St. Evergreen Park,
IL 60805. Arrangements entrusted to Donnellan
Funeral Home. Info (773) 238-0075 Sign guestbook
at www.donnellanfuneralhome.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Fox, Barbara Gene

Yvonne “Eve” Ludacka (nee Ceschke). Born July
28th, 1936, passed into eternal rest March 13th,
2018. Born in Chicago to the late Elmer and the
late Betty Ceschke. Eve was preceded in death
by her husband George Ludacka. She is survived
by her brother James (Roberta) Ceschke. Dearest
mother of Cheryl (Michael) Stuker and Frank
Ludacka. Loving grandmother of five: Aaron Stuker,
Rachel Craig, Lydia Stuker, Jared Ludacka, and Alec
Ludacka. Precious Gigi to Melody Jenae Craig. Eve
was the Hello Charley Queen of 1954 for Western
Electric. She was a lead for 40 years with the Choral
Aires Barbershop Chorus, something that brought
her much pride and joy, along with many wonder-
ful friendships. Her beautiful voice and loving spirit
will be missed by many. She will be forever in our
hearts. Family and friends to gather Sunday, March
18th, 2018 for Visitation 2 – 5pm at Trinity Lutheran
Church,1101KimberlyWay,Lisle, IL 60532.Additional
visitation 9:30am until time of Funeral Service
10:30am Monday, March 19th. Interment Private. In
lieu of flowers, memorials to the American Diabetes
Association appreciated. Arrangements Entrusted
to Hallowell & James Funeral Home, Downers Grove:
(630) 964-6500 or hjfunerals.com
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Ludacka, Yvonne ‘Eve’

Jeffrey M. Lerner, 71. Beloved husband for 38 years
of Marianne (nee Garepis); devoted
father of Megan Lerner and Stephanie
(Michael Cohen) Lerner; cherished
brother of Gail (Byron) Brook; loving
uncle of Nikki (Dan) Newman, Meredyth

Brook, Elaine (Adam) Olbur, and many other nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews. Jeffrey
practiced criminal law for 42 years, spending most
of his career at Kolpak & Lerner. He was a past
Glenview Village Trustee and Glenbrook High School
board member. He will be deeply missed by all who
knew him. Funeral service Sun, March 18, 1 PM, at
Weinstein & Piser Funeral Home, 111 Skokie Blvd,
Wilmette. Interment Memorial Park. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contributions may be made to the
American Cancer Society, www.cancer.org. For info:
847-256-5700.

Lerner, Jeffrey M.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Deacon Geroge A. Lambert, 91. Beloved husband
of 71 years of Teresa “Terri”
Lambert (nee Kelly). Father
of Rev. Curtis Lambert, Paul
(Debbie), Judi, Dan (Nettie)
Lambert. Grandfather of
5, Great-grandfather of 9.
He was a Deacon of the
Archdiocese of Chicago, a US
Navy Veteran, and worked for
Argonne National Laboratory
for 34 years. Funeral today

at 10:30 am at St Alphonsus Liguori Church 411
Wheeling Rd. Prospect Heights, IL 60070. Visitation
today 9:30 until 10:30 am at the church. Interment
Queen of Heaven Cemetery. In Lieu of flowers dona-
tions to St Mary of the Lake Seminary at www.usml.
edu appreciated. For funeral info call 847-255-7452

Lambert, Deacon George A.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

James P. Kennedy, 63, of Lake In The Hills passed
away March 6, 2018. Born in
Chicago March 2, 1955 to the
late Jerome and Catherine
Kennedy. Beloved husband
of Lynnette nee Markendorf;
loving father of Paul (Aiza)
Kennedy, Stephen (Jessica)
Kennedy and Elizabeth
(Michael) Volrath; dear broth-
er of Daniel (the late Patricia)
Kennedy, Barbara (Jeffery)

Payne, Michael (Andrea) Kennedy, Kathleen Kras
and fond uncle of numerous nieces and nephews.
James was a retired Senior Police Sergeant of the
Elk Grove PD, and a retired security officer of the Elk
Grove Park District. He was also a Village Trustee
of Lake In The Hills, as well as chairman of Civilian
Operating Board of Valley Hi Nursing Home. James
was also a member of the Knights of Columbus and
served on the McHenry County Board. Visitation will
be held Friday March 16, 2018 from 3-8pm at Willow
Funeral Home 1415 W Algonquin Rd., Algonquin IL.
Funeral Saturday 9:15 from funeral home for 10am
Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton Church, 1023
McHenry Ave., Crystal Lake. Interment to follow at
Windridge Memorial Park, Cary IL.

Kennedy, James P.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Age 22. Beloved son of Donna (nee Bubis) and
the late Raymond Keane. Loving brother of Renee
and Victor Keane. Cherished grandson of the
late Frank & Susan Bubis and the late Edward &
Dorothy Keane. Adored nephew, cousin and friend
of many. Alumnus of St. Rita of Cascia High School
and Finance major at Loyola University. Visitation
Sunday 1-7 p.m. at the Robert J. Sheehy & Sons
Funeral Home, 9000 W. 151st Street, Orland Park, IL.
Family and friends to gather Monday for visitation
10:30 a.m. until time of Mass 11:30 a.m. at St. Rita
Cascia High School Chapel, 7740 S.Western Avenue,
Chicago, IL. Interment Good Shepherd Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to
St. Rita Cascia High School. www.sheehyfh.com
708-857-7878

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Keane, Raymond Frank
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Marciela was the best tamale maker, giver of hugs,
worst in an emergency, best at unconditional love.
She worked as a stenographer for 15 years, and
was a loving abuelita not just to her eleven grand-
children, but to many of the children she worked
with as a volunteer at the Chicago Public Library.
Family was really important to Marciela. She was
the eldest of 8 brothers and sisters, and due to her
mother’s passing at a young age, assumed a moth-
erly role for her younger siblings. An animal-lover,

Marciela leaves behind her two cats, Fiona and Ray, and her dog, Sammy.
Marciela loved to read and ran a weekly book club in the neighborhood
open to anyone interested.
Fusce mattis elit non massa maximus tincidunt. Pellentesque convallis ex
eget massa eleifend, quis malesuada lectus lobortis. Mauris nec elementum
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Every life story
deserves to be told.

Robert A. Meier, Ph.D., age 101, of Chicago, IL,
and La Jolla, CA. Retired
Professor of Accounting and
Author, Loyola University of
Chicago and the University
of San Diego. Veteran, U.S.
Army, World War II. Beloved
son of the late Antoinette
and Joseph; loving brother
of the late Henry J. (the late
Catherine); dearest uncle
of Roberta Therese (the late

Charles) Santo; cherished great-uncle
of Mimi Davis, Kate (Bob) Reisinger, and
Joseph Charles; fond great-great-uncle
of Chloe and Quinn Vastag, Abigail and

Isabella Reisinger. Visitation, Saturday, March 17,
2018, from 9 a.m. until time of Funeral Mass, 10 a.m.,
at St. Ignatius Catholic Church, 6559 N. Glenwood
Ave., Chicago. Interment, All Saints Catholic
Cemetery, Des Plaines. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be made to St. Bonaventure
Indian Mission & School (www.stbonaventuremis-
sion.org), 25 W. Navarre Blvd., Thoreau, NM, 87323.
Info: 847.673.6111 or www.habenfuneral.com.

Meier, Robert A., Ph.D.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Charles D. Mason, Jr., age 91, WWII Navy veteran;
beloved husband of the late Lucille and
the late Lorraine; loving father of Wayne
(Bev) Mason, Billie (the late Joseph)
Ruscheinski,Terrie (the late Kelly) Nielsen
and Robinette (Martin) Lebda; devoted

grandfather of Derek (Jennifer) Mason, Brian (Erin)
Mason, Chad (Katie) Mason, Sumner Nielsen, Julie
(David) Deck, Paul (Melaina) Ruscheinski, Stacey
(fiance, Bryan Barry) and Brittney (Sean) Norton;
fond great-grandfather of Lily, Miles and Stella Deck,
Joseph Ruscheinski, Ashley, Samantha and Bailey
Mason, Jackson, Emma and Finley Mason. Charles
is also survived by many loving nieces, nephews
and extended family members. He was employed
as a sales manager at Hedlin Dairy for many years.
Visitation Sat., Mar. 17, 2018, 9-11 AM with a service
at 11 AM at Matz Funeral Home, 410 E. Rand Rd. Mt.
Prospect. Entombment Mt. Olive Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, memorials to the Alzheimer’s Association
or the American Cancer Society appreciated.
847/394-2336.

Mason Jr. , Charles D.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

age 79. Beloved husband of the late Marian R.Maher
(nee Watson). Loving father
of John N. Maher, Phillip
A. Maher and Julia (Kevin)
Dombrowski. Proud papa
of Audrey, Grace and Nolan
Dombrowski. Dear brother of
Gerald (Nancy) and Robert J.
(Susan) Maher. Fond uncle to
many nieces and nephews.
Visitation Sunday 3-9pm
Funeral Monday 10:00am

from the Maher Funeral Home 17101
S. 71st Ave Tinley Park to St. Christina
Church for Mass at 11:00am. Interment
Chapel hill Gardens South Cemetery. to

sign guestbook visit www.maherfuneralservices.
com. (708) 781-9212.

Maher, John N. “Norman”

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Anthony G. Macino, age 77, at rest March 9, 2018
in Hollywood, FL. Beloved husband of
Joyce (nee Tibstra); loving father of Guy
(Marylynn) and Tamara (Mark) Thomas;
dearest grandfather of Royce, Tyler,
Morgan, Ethan, Dane, Gianna, Anthony,

Ava and Bella; devoted son of the late Guy and
Rose (nee Losacco) Macino; dear brother of the late
Michael (the late Mary), Rosemary (the late Leonard)
Lopez, Joseph (Maryann), and Gilbert (Rosemary);
fond uncle, great uncle and great great uncle
of many nieces and nephews. Visitation Sunday
3-9 P.M. Funeral Monday 9:15 A.M. from Colonial
Chapel, 15525 S. 73rd Ave (155th/Wheeler Dr. &
Harlem) Orland Park, IL to Our Lady of the Woods
Catholic Church 10731 W. 131st. St., Orland Park, IL.
for a 10 A.M. Funeral Mass. Interment Mt. Carmel
Cemetery. Express your thoughts and condolences
at colonialchapel.com 708-532-5400

Macino, Anthony G.
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Diane M. Opon, age 66, beloved daughter of the
late Stanley and Eleanore (nee Jones) Opon. Loving
sister of James Opon and David (Kathie) Opon.
Cherished aunt of Aaron and Christopher. Loving
niece of Lorraine Frejlich, John (Marcia) Jones, and
preceded in death by many loving aunts and uncles.
Dearest cousin to many. Diane was a client for 45
years at Sertoma Centre and a resident of Ridgeway
Group Home for 14 years. Visitation Sunday 3-7
p.m. Funeral Service Monday 11:00 a.m. at Colonial
Chapel 15525 S. 73rd Ave. (155th/Wheeler Dr. &
Harlem) Orland Park, IL. Interment Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials to the
Sertoma Centre 4343 W. 123rd St., Alsip, IL 60803
preferred. Express your thoughts and condolences
at colonialchapel.com 708-532-5400

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Opon, Diane M.

Phyllis Carol PagsuberonMonteclaro, lovingly known
as “Fifi,” was born December 9, 1954 in Manila,
Philippines and went to be in the presence of her
Lord on March 13, 2018 in Skokie, Illinois. Youngest
daughter of the late Eddie B. Monteclaro (Philippine
journalist, Editor of Philippine Times in Chicago and
copy editor of Chicago Sun Times) and the late Rudi
Pagsuberon Monteclaro, sister of Melanie, Byrnise
(Manette) and the late Eddie, Jr. (Loida), aunt to
Jonathan (Lalaine), Lloyd, Byrnise Mark (Michelle),
David, Sahrie (Tristan) Wenceslao, and AnneMarie
(Brandon) VanBeek. Grand Aunt to Tristan Luke,
Leia, Jacen, Lilian, Cody and Miadora. Graduate
of the elementary and high school divisions of
Philippine Christian University, and alumna of North
Park University in Chicago, retiree of School District
65 in Evanston, IL, worked at WMBI Moody Radio,
Coordinator of the Children’s Ministry and Filipino
Fellowship of the North Shore Baptist Church and
served in the Missions Committee at Rogers Park
Baptist Church in Chicago, IL. Visitation is at 3:00
PM, followed by the service at 4:00 PM at the Smith-
Corcoran Funeral Home, 6150 N. CiceroAve, Chicago,
IL on Sunday, March 18, 2018. Info 773-736-3833 or
visit www.smithcorcoran.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Monteclaro, Phyllis Carol Pagsuberon

John Anthony “Papa” Melchiorre, age 84, of
Elmwood Park, formerly of
Wood Dale, passed away
on March 14, 2018. He was
born in Chicago, Il. Beloved
husband of Gloria Jean
Melchiorre (nee Vercillo).
Loving father of Paula Ann
(Vince) LoCascio of Wood
Dale, Il, John Melchiorre Jr of
Elmhurst, Il, Frank (Colette)
Melchiorre of Bartlett, Il,

Karen “Penelope” (Mario) Petrella of Long Grove. Il.
Proud Papa of Liliana Sorella and Vincenza Sorella
LoCascio, Stacey Antepenko Carter; Zachary John
Melchiorre; Isabella Rose, Mario Vincenzo, and
Lorenzo Giovanni Petrella; Frankie Michael and Lucia
Avianna Melchiorre. Devoted son of the late Raphael
and Ersilia (nee DeCrecchio), dear brother of the late
Virginia Marco, the late Bruno (the late Mary), the
late Mario (the late Roberta), the late Mary, the late
Ralph (the late Esther), the late Polinnia and the late
Rudy (Clara) Melchiorre, fond uncle, great-uncle
and friend of many. Visitation Sunday, March 18th
3:00 - 8:00 p.m. and Monday, March 19th 9:00 a.m.
until time of service, 11:00 a.m. at The Oaks Funeral
Home 1201 E. Irving Park Road (at Prospect), Itasca.
Entombment Queen of Heaven Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers, memorials to: American Cancer Society or
Alzheimer’s Association would be appreciated. For
funeral info: 630-250-8588 or www.theoaksfh.com

Melchiorre, John Anthony ‘Papa’

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

James W. Melby; beloved husband of the late
Barbara H Melby, and loving father
and father-in-lawof Lynn (Melby) and
Dave Braden, Larry and Gina Melby,
and Michael and Yvette Melby. He was
a proud Grandfather of 6 children. He

honorably served as a member of the US Army in
the Korean War. Jim was a Police Officer with the
Chicago Police Department and eventually retired as
Lieutenant in the South Holland Police Department.
He will be loved and missed by all. Visitation Sunday,
March 18, 2018 3-8 pm. Funeral Services Monday,
March 19, 2018 at 10:00 am at the Elmwood Chapel
11200 S. Ewing Ave. Chicago. Interment Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery. For more information
773-731-2749 or www.elmwoodchapel.com

Melby, James W.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Rev. Robert Angus Smith, 84, of Dowagiac, passed
away on Monday, March 12,
2018, at Timbers of Cass
County.
A Celebration of Life Service
will be held at 11 AM on
March 19, 2018, at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 306
Courtland St., Dowagiac, MI.
Visitation will be held one
hour prior to the service from
10-11 AM. Burial will take

place in Bethel Cemetery in Buchanan, TN next to
his parents and brother. As an expression of sym-
pathy, memorial contributions may be made to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Dowagiac. Those wishing
to sign the guest book online may do so at www.
clarkch.com.
Rev. Robert was the son of James Robert and
Lora Maud (Lax) Smith. He graduated from North
Park Academy, Chicago in 1951; from Lawrence
College, Appleton, WI in 1955; and from Nashota
House Theological Seminary in Wisconsin in
1958. He subsequently earned post-graduate
Masters degrees from the University of Wisconsin,
Madison; from Nashotah House; and from Graduate
Theological Foundation. He was ordained Deacon
in the Episcopal Church on March 22, 1958 and
Priest on October 4, 1958. From 1958 to 1974 he
served north-eastern Wisconsin congregations in
Plymouth, Chilton, Suamico and Oconto. He was
Rector of Grace Church, Menominee, Michigan from
1976 to 1988 and Rector of Saint Paul’s Church,
Dowagiac, MI from 1988 to 1998. After retiring he
continued to live in Dowagiac to take advantage of
life in Michiana and access to Chicago.
Rev. Robert is survived by his brother Kenneth
(Suzanne) Smith; nieces and nephews, Holly Smith,
Scott (Victoria) Smith, Ian Smith and Evan Smith and
great-nieces and nephew, Alexis Smith, Michael
Smith and Jennifer Smith. He was preceded in death
by his parents and brother, James McLean Smith.

Smith, Rev. Robert A.
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See Gerry Lynne Jens notice.
Schneider

Frank John Reid, a Loyola University graduate
whose expertise ranged from Stanley Steamer au-
tomobiles to UFOs to Wittgenstein, died February
6, 2018 at Illinois Masonic Medical Center. He was
77. The son of the late Kay Reiss Maturo, Frank is
survived by loyal friends grieving the loss of a witty,
brilliant and affectionate companion. Thanks to
Carolyn Gehle for her steadfast kindness to Frank.
Memorial Mass at 10 a.m. Saturday March 24, 2018,
St. Ignatius Catholic Church, 6559 N Glenwood Ave.,
Chicago, with a gathering afterwards at the parish.
Arrangements by John E.Maloney Funeral Directors.
http://www.maloneyfuneralhome.com/
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Reid, Frank John

Sgt. Anthony R. Priola, Retired C.P.D., U.S. Army
M.P., Age 85, passed away on March
14th surrounded by his loving family.
Anthony was the beloved husband of
Loretta L., nee Klement, for 54 wonder-
ful years; loving father of Adele Azzaro,

Tom Priola and Victoria (Daniel) Priola-Surowiec;
cherished grandfather of Ella, William and Charlie
Surowiec; dear brother of Felix (Doris) Priola and
the late Angeline Juivingo, Joe Rizzo, Marie Nelson
and Josephine “Tubby” Stella; fond uncle of many.
Visitation Sunday, March 18th, from 2:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m. at Cumberland Chapels 8300 W. Lawrence
Ave., Norridge, IL. Funeral services will begin at
9:00 a.m. on Monday, at the funeral home, and will
then proceed to St. Robert Bellarmine Church for
Mass at 10:00 a.m. Interment will follow at Maryhill
Cemetery. Info www.cumberlandchapels.com or
708-456-8300.

Priola, Anthony R.
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Joanne Marie Prible-McCormick, age 62; beloved
wife of Chris McCormick, loving mother of Andrew
McCormick, Jenny (Tanner) Taake and Michael
McCormick; cherished daughter of Aileen and the
late Robert Prible; dear sister of Barbara (Michael)
Fricilone, Christine (Frank) Ganta and Robert
Prible; fond aunt of many nieces and nephews.
Visitation Monday, March 19th 3:00PM to 8:00PM.
Funeral Tuesday, March 20th 9:15AM from Adams-
Winterfield & Sullivan Funeral Home, 4343 Main St.
(1 blk. So. of Ogden Ave.) Downers Grove to St. Mary
of Gostyn Church, 445 Prairie Ave., Downers Grove.
Mass 10:00AM. Interment Private. In lieu of flowers,
memorials to theWellness House, 131 North County
Line Road, Hinsdale, IL 60521, www.wellnesshouse.
org appreciated. 630/968-1000 or www.adamswin-
terfieldsullivan.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Prible-McCormick, Joanne Marie

Dorothy C. Preston, nee Traba, age 98, beloved wife
of the late Dr. John B. Preston; loving mother of the
late Dr. John T. (Louella) Preston; dearest sister of
the late Anne, Mae, Pauline, Charles, and Peter; fond
aunt of many nieces and nephews. Visitation at the
Skaja Terrace Funeral Home 7812 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Niles on Sunday from 2:00 pm until 7:00 pm. Funeral
Monday 11:00 am Mass at St. Isaac Jogues Church
8149 W. Golf Road Niles. Interment St. Adalbert
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations to Knights of
Columbus Charities, Inc. Funeral info: 847-966-7302
or www.skajafuneralhomes.com

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Preston, Dorothy C.

Lorraine J. Porod nee Budzynski. 94, beloved wife of
the late Rudy; loving mother of Robert F., Sr. (Janet),
Wayne (Rose), Gregory (Mary) and the late Eugene
Porod; dear grandmother of Robert, Jr. (Diana),
Karyn, and Eric (Jennifer) Porod, Rose (Humberto)
Porod-Gonzalez, Celia (David) Porod-Klinger, Sarah
(Chris) Marsik, Therese and Jennifer Porod; loving
great grandmother of Natalie Porod, Alexis, Kaitlyn
and Jake Horodecki and Henry Gonzalez; fond
sister of Raymond (Dorothy) and the late Norbert
Budzynski; loving aunt to many. Funeral Monday,
March 19th. 9:30 A.M. from Suburban Family Funeral
Home 5940 W. 35th. St. (Corner of 35th. St. & Austin)
Cicero to Our Lady of Charity Church. Mass 10:00
A.M. Interment Resurrection Cemetery. Visitation
Sunday 2-9 P.M. 708-652-1116 or visit www.
Suburbanfamilyfh.com.
Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries

Porod, Lorraine J.
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Warren J. Zita; Beloved husband of the late Helen;
Devoted father of James (Sharon),
Dianne (the late Dutch) Palmer, Debbie
(Patrick) Campbell, John, Donna (Louis)
Messina, Denise (Leon) Benish; Loving
grandfather of 21 and great grandfa-

ther of many. Funeral Monday, family and friends
are asked to gather 9:45 a.m. at St. Vincent Ferrer
Church 1530 Jackson Ave. River Forest, IL. Mass at
10:00 a.m. Interment Queen of Heaven Cemetery.
Visitation Sunday 3:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. at Salerno’s
Rosedale Chapels 450 W. Lake St. Roselle, IL. 60172
(3/4 mile west of Bloomingale/Roselle Rd.) For info
630-889-1700 www.salernofuneralhomes.com

Zita, Warren J.
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Frank P. Tenebrini of Westchester, age 102. Beloved
husband of Wanda, nee Kobilansky;
loving father of Gail (Richard) Pearson
and Linda Tenebrini; proud grandfa-
ther of Jason and Christopher (Erin)
Pearson; great-grandfather of Zachary

and Benjamin; cherished son of Augustino and
Amelia Zaccagnini-Tenebrini; dear brother of the
late Eugene (late Isabel) and the late Margaret
(late Harold) Weiner; cherished uncle and dearest
friend to many. Family and friends will be received
at the Conboy-Westchester Funeral Home, 10501 W.
Cermak Rd., Westchester (2 blks West of Mannheim
Rd.) on Sunday, March 18, 2018 from 3:00 to 8:00
p.m. Funeral Monday 9:30 a.m. from the funeral
home to Divine Providence Church for 10:00 a.m.
Mass. Interment Private. In lieu of flowers, me-
morials to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
(www.st.jude.org) appreciated. For further info
708-F-U-N-E-R-A-L.

Tenebrini, Frank P.

Sign Guestbook at chicagotribune.com/obituaries



OPENING SHOT
Steve Rosenbloom
And so, Porter Moser
moves one win closer

to that Louisville job. Or maybe
UConn. Pitt then. More, Page 2

■ Donte Ingram not the only hero
from Simeon: Zach Norvell Jr. hits
winning 3 for Gonzaga. Page 2
■ 13th seed Buffalo takes down
Ayton, Arizona — by 21. Page 2
■ Bracket, Thursday’s results,
Friday’s previews. Page 4

Swish come true
DALLAS—

Loyola calls the
play “Attack,”
fitting for the
tenacious team
that captured
America’s
imagination
Thursdaywith
a pulsating,
buzzer-beating
64-62 victory

overMiami in the first round of
theNCAA tournament.

WhenMiami guardLonnie
Walker IVmissed a free throw
with 9.3 seconds left at theAmeri-
canAirlinesCenter andLoyola
guardBenRichardson came
downwith the rebound, players
knewwhat to run because they
practice such things. At Loyola,
they rehearse success.

Had centerCameronKrutwig
rebounded the ball, coachPorter
Moserwould have called a time-
out, but a guard grabbing the
board provided the cue to push
the ball upcourt. SoRichardson
passed to guardMarquesTownes,
who quickly dribbled down the
floor as teammateDonte Ingram
yelled frombehind, “Marques,
Marques!”

“I heard him loud and clear,”
Townes said. “Theywere all on
me. I just gave it toDonte.”

The pass camewith 2.5 sec-
onds left to Ingram,who, natu-
rally, stood just inside the blue
MarchMadness logo about 30
feet from the basket. Ingram,who
hadmissed 5 of 7 3-pointers to
that point, never hesitated.He
squared up and buried a beautiful
left-handed jumper for one of the
biggest shots inDallas since the
days of J.R. Ewing.

The buzzerwent off. Bedlam
ensued. Adrenaline carried In-
gram toward the raucousRam-
blers cheering section,where he
looked for his parents, Don and
Doretha. They had traveled from
Chicago to see their son’s Bryce
Drewmoment, assuring hima
spot in this year’s “One Shining
Moment.”

A replay review showed In-
gram’s shotwent inwith 0.3 sec-
onds left, but it already had been
etched indelibly into our collec-
tiveNCAAmemories as a gut-
wrenching, heart-stopping game-
winner.

NCAA TOURNAMENT LOYOLA 64, MIAMI 62

Donte Ingram, third from left, is the center of the Loyola celebration after hitting the game-winning 3-pointer with 0.3 seconds left against Miami.

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Ingram’s shot
is everything
people love
about Loyola

Turn to Haugh, Page 3

David
Haugh

In the Wake
of the News

CHICAGOSPORTS
Chicago’s best sports section, as judged by theAssociated Press Sports Editors
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Bulls drop to ninth in
lottery standings after
dealing Grizzlies their
19th loss in row. Page 5

Done from the start:
Blackhawks give up
five goals in first period,
fall to Jets 6-2. Page 5

Cubs say Wrigley Field
upgrades remain on
track to be ready for
home opener. Page 7

Sox might be in race to
bottom, but fans don’t
seem too concerned.
Paul Sullivan, Page 7

INSIDE

Bulls center Robin Lopez (42)
works against the Grizzlies’
Marc Gasol on Thursday night.

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

(3) Tennessee
vs. (11) Loyola
5:10 p.m.
Saturday, TNT

Whengen-
eralmanager
RyanPace
described the
process of
hiring coach
MattNagy a
littlemore than
twomonths
ago— theBears

interviewedhimduring the day
and thewheels to hire himwere
inmotion that evening— itwas
the instant connection the gen-
eralmanager cited in guiding the
decision.

That feeling, the kind you
knowwhen you experience it,
seems to be somethingNagy
radiateswith players aswell
because as theBears rolled out
newadditions to the franchise
Thursday atHalasHall, 23 hours
into a bold adventure into free
agency, one by one they all cited
theMattNagyEffect in their
decision.

Don’t kid yourself.
Free agency comes down to

money first, foremost and always
and theBears have shelled out

plenty of it in aggressivelywork-
ing to overhaul the roster for the
newhead coach inYear 4 of
Pace’s rebuild. Butwhat hap-
pened as the team introduced
wide receiversAllenRobinson
andTaylorGabriel, tight endTrey
Burton, quarterbackChaseDan-
iel and kickerCodyParkey indi-
viduallywas organic.

Whennewadditions talk about
the tradition of theBears, chances
are they’re notwell versed on the
introduction of themodernT-
formation in the 1940swhen the
Bearswere in their true heyday.
But as each newplayerwalked
into themedia room, posedwith a
jersey for photographs and

Players have a common theme
MORE COVERAGE
Is Bears’ revamped offense reason
to believe this free-agent class
is different? Back Page

New coach Nagy’s
enthusiasm key in
luring free agents

Brad Biggs
On the Bears

Turn to Biggs, Page 9
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ters instead of blowing themaway. That’s
an impressive trickwhen you’re taking the
ball in a playoff race. Arrietawas throwing
more pitches because hewas struggling
with release points, among other things,
but he still gave up just one earned run in
62⁄3 innings ofGame4 of theNational
LeagueChampionship Series, the only
game theCubswon.

So,wehave seenArrieta successfully
adjust to a changing environment on the
mound.He chose not to adjust to a chang-
ing environment off it. Both are his respon-
sibility.

He doesn’t have to knowhow to con-
struct contracts, but he’s obligated tomake
the call on the deal hewants based on
what’s available. That’s his job as theCEO
of Jake, Inc., now serving the greater Phila-
delphia area.

srosenbloom@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@steverosenbloom

If you’re angry, frustrated or just
bummed that one of the greatest andmost
important pitchers inCubs history left
town, then blame the pitcher.

Because ultimately, JakeArrieta left the
Cubs because he chose to leave theCubs.

Arrieta looked funny in Phillies red
instead ofCubs bluewhenhemet the
media the other day after signing a three-
year, $75million deal that could beworth a
lotmore because of incentives.

ButArrietawaswearing the Phillies red
because he reportedly turned down a
chance to continuewearingCubs blue.

In January,USAToday reported the
Cubs offeredArrieta four years and $110
million. If true, thatwould have amounted
to an average annual value of $27.5million,
which ismore than the $21millionAAVof
the contract towhich theCubs andYu
Darvish eventually agreed.

I’mnot trying to characterizeArrieta as
greedy upon entering his first shot at a
free-agent jackpot, nor someone to be
pitied. I’mnot trying to comeoff as a team
guy, nor am I calling theCubs a bunch of
bigmeanies for kicking out a hero. I’m just
trying towade through thewords and
actions to establishwho’smost responsible
forArrieta’s exit, and I conclude it’s Arri-
eta.

If you have been blaming theCubs for
this divorce, then you can see theywanted
to payArrietamore per year than the ace
they later signed.

If you have been blamingArrieta’s agent,
Scott Boras, then you don’t realize how this
works, and it’s pretty simple: The agent
works for the player.

If the client doesn’t know the agent
works for him, then shameon the client.
But the client always has been in charge, no
matter howmany torturedmetaphors the
agent spits out.

The agentmight have read themarket
wrong, but the client, at any time, always
can instruct the agent to close the deal
that’s there.

If Arrietawas leaving all the decisions to
Boras, thenArrieta still was choosing to
make the final call, even if itwas coming
out of someone else’smouth. Bottom line,
itwas forArrieta to say deal or no deal, and
when it came to theCubs, Arrieta said no
deal.

That decision endedArrieta’s career as a
Cub, but nothingwill erase his legend as
one. From the start of 2015 through the

2016World Series, the right-hander au-
thored one of the greatest runs baseball
ever has seen. For one thing, Arrietawent
nine regular-season starts betweenno-
hitterswithout losing, a record by a lot.

Arrietawon the 2015CyYoungAward
afterwinning thewild-card playoff game
with one of the studliest postseason starts
ever after a secondhalf inwhichhis ERA
was a ridiculous and record 0.75.

Andwhen theCubs reached their first
World Series since 1945, Arrieta started
two games theywouldwin as they cap-
tured their first title in 108 years.

Arrieta defied history.Hewasmust-see
TV. Everybodywas jumping on the beard-
wagon.He delivered unforgettable per-
formances for a franchise that champi-
onships forgot.

Then, after strugglingwith a drop in
velocity, Arrieta remadehimself on the fly
last year.He taught himself to become a
different pitcher.He learned to retire hit-

Seeing red? Blame Arrieta
Steve Rosenbloom

Who’s to blame for starter Jake Arrieta leaving the Cubs for the Phillies? Jake Arrieta.

JOHN RAOUX/AP

TOPOFTHESECOND
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Joe Knowles, AME/Sports
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His career headed south
After a year away from
coaching,TomCrean is
back in the game.

Georgia announced
Thursday night it has
hired the former Indi-
ana andMarquette
coach, one day after

formerOhio State coachThadMatta
turned down the job. TheAtlanta
Journal-Constitution reportedCrean
willmake $3.2million annually on a
six-year contract.

“Make nomistake, this is a basketball
program inside of a great university that
can compete for championships doing it
the rightway,” he said in a statement.

Creanhas a 356-231record in18
seasons and guidedMarquette to the
2003Final Four and Indiana to three
Sweet16s. But hewas fired a year ago
after nine yearswith theHoosiers.

He replacesMarkFox,who took
Georgia to twoNCAA tournaments (no
wins) in nine seasons. Tribunewires

It’s a recruiting violation
AaronJudgewasn’t
found guilty of tamper-
ing, but his free-agent
pitch toManny
Machadodid lead to a
callWednesday night
fromYankees general
manager BrianCash-

man,who gave Judge a refresher “that
MLB’s sensitive to that kind of stuff.”

“Now I know,” Judge said. “You learn
something newevery day.”

Judge had saidWednesday he hopes
Machado, theOrioles’ All-Star short-
stop,will join theYankees in 2019.

“Adding him to our lineup ... would be
something special,” Judge said. “I told
himhe’d look good in pinstripes.”

AnMLB statement said theYankees
told the league Judge’s “off-the-cuff
commentswere not appropriate and
not authorized by the club. Theywill
speak to him tomake sure this does not
happen again.” NewYorkDailyNews

THE LINEUP

BOISE, Idaho — Wes Clark scored
25 points, Jeremy Harris added 23 and
13th seed Buffalo pulled off the biggest
upset of the NCAA tournament’s open-
ing round, rolling over No. 4 seed
Arizona 89-68 in the South Region on
Thursday night.

Buffalo shot a blistering 54.8 percent
fromthe floor (34-for-62) towin the first
NCAA tournament game in program
history.

“I felt like we had a shot,” Buffalo
coach Nate Oats said. “I didn’t think we
were going towin like that.”

The smaller Bulls (27-8) used their
quickness to zip around the Wildcats
(27-8), scoring at the rim and on
3-pointers.

Defensively, Buffalo neutralized Ari-
zona’s size inside by collapsing on the
paint, forcing theWildcats to shoot from
the perimeter. Arizona went 2-for-18
from beyond the 3-point arc, while the
Bulls knocked down 15 of 30.

CJ Massinburg had 19 points and
Buffalo shredded Arizona’s defense at a
55 percent clip for the program’s first
NCAA tournament victory.

The Bulls will face Kentucky in the
round of 32 on Saturday.

Dusan Ristic scored 16 points, and
Deandre Ayton finished with 14 points
and 13 rebounds to leadArizona.

The Wildcats have played through
one of the most difficult seasons in
programhistory.Theyweretwiceentan-
gled in a federal investigation into
nefarious recruiting practices and lost
one of their best players twice to injury.
Allonzo Trier missed two games after
testing positive for the same banned
substance that cost him 19 games a year
ago.

Outside of an 0-for-3 trip to the
Bahamas, Arizona’s focus on the court
rarely wavered. The Wildcats won the
Pac-12 regular-season title and routed
USC in the tournament title game,
becoming the second team in confer-
ence history to sweep both in consecu-
tive seasons.

Arizona’s loss ensures no Pac-12 or
Pac-10 teamwill reach the second round
of the NCAA tournament for the first
since 1986. UCLA andArizona State lost
in the play-in round.

SOUTH
BUFFALO 89, ARIZONA 68

Stampede!
13 seed stuns
Pac-12 champ
Buffalo on fire from outside
in 1st day’s biggest shocker

BOISE, Idaho — Zach Norvell Jr.
watched Gonzaga’s greatest moments play
out from the sideline last year.

This year, the redshirt freshman from
Simeonwill be part of the highlight reel.

Norvell hit the go-ahead 3-pointer with
20.8 seconds left Thursday to help the
fourth-seeded Bulldogs escape a major
scare in the West Region with a 68-64
victory overUNCGreensboro.

“He has a knack for that,” coach Mark
Few said. “When I sawhim size the guy up,
I knew that, A, he was probably going to
shoot it, and, B, itwas probably going in.”

Last season’s national runner-up trailed
64-62 with 1 minute, 48 seconds left after
squandering a 12-point second-half lead.

Josh Perkins tied the score at 64 with a
long jumper, and after theSpartans’ Francis
Alonso forced up a miss, Gonzaga got the
rebound and worked the ball to Norvell,

who spotted up from the right elbow and
made the 3 for the lead.

As a highly touted recruit, Norvell chose
Gonzaga (31-4) over Florida State and
Georgetown, among others, but he hurt his
knee leading up to last season.

A long recovery, plus the fact the
Bulldogs had a stockpile of talent at guard,
turned Norvell into a bystander last year
while they weremaking the program’s first
run to the Final Four.

He has been front and center in 2017-18,
starting most of the season and averaging
12 points. And even though he was 2 of 11
before his game-winner, he had the confi-
dence to keep shooting.

“Every timeImissed, all theguyscameto
me and said, ‘The next one is going in, the
next one is going in,’ ” Norvell said. “So I
hadno choice but tomake a bucket.”

After Norvell’s go-ahead hoop, Alonso
got called for an offensive foul, but
Gonzaga’s Rui Hachimura missed a pair of
free throws. Marvin Smith had a chance to
tie it andhis3-point attempt lookedspoton,
but it bounded in and out.

Norvell made onemore free throw to ice

the game and finishwith 15 points.
“You think about the what-ifs,” said

Spartans coach Wes Miller, who helped
UNCGreensboromake the tournament for
the first time since 2001. “I could’ve made
somebetter play calls.”

Gonzaga, in its 20th straight NCAA
tournament, won its first game for the 10th
straight year, though that’s not the mission
anymore for the Bulldogs. They came in
playingwell enough tomake another run at
the Final Four. They ran into a grinder of a
defensive opponent in the 13th-seeded
Spartans (27-8), the Southern Conference
champs who held Gonzaga to 37 percent
shooting in the first half.

Things opened up in the second, and
behind Alonso and Demetrius Troy
(16 points each), UNCGreensboro chipped
away, finally taking the lead on Jordy
Kuiper’s tip-in at the 1:48mark.

But Gonzaga finished with the final six
points — and a new name on its ever-
growing list of playmakers.

“When I shot it, I thought it was going
in,” Norvell said. “I know I missed a lot
tonight, but I knew itwas going in.”

Former Simeon star Zach Norvell Jr. hits the go-ahead 3-pointer with 20.8 seconds left to lift Gonzaga over dogged UNC Greensboro.

EZRA SHAW/GETTY

WEST GONZAGA 68, UNC GREENSBORO 64

Confident Norvell is good to last shot
Bulldogs survive, advance
after tiebreaking 3-pointer

By Eddie Pells | Associated Press

Tribune news services
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brotherhoodwehave.”
Officials put 0.3 seconds back

on the clock, allowing Loyola
another chance to celebrate with
its delirious fans after Miami
failed to get off a shot.

Ingram, a 40 percent 3-point
shooter, hadmadeonly2of 7 3s to
that point. But he didn’t flinch as
he took themost important one.

“Sometimes our shot won’t
fall,” said Ingram, who finished
with 13 points and seven re-
bounds. “We stick with it. We’ll

DALLAS — Loyola players
bounced around the American
Airlines Center court, hugging
and screaming and wondering
how it all just happened.

Donte Ingram’s 3-pointer just
before the final buzzer delivered
the 11th-seeded Ramblers’ first
NCAA tournament victory in 33
years — a 64-62 upset of No. 6
seedMiami.

As the players partied Thurs-
day afternoon, a 98-year-old nun
who serves as the team chaplain
waspushedonto thecornerof the
hardwood in her wheelchair.
WithTVcameracrews trainedon
her, Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt
folded her hands in her lap and
smiled, waiting for an embrace
from each player as he exited the
court.

“She’s just so special, her spir-
it,” Ingram said. “She’s just so
bright.”

After his divine 3-pointer and
celebration, IngramspottedSister
Jean’s outstretched arm as he ran
off the court. The undisputed
teamMVPs for the dayhugged.

Call the duo The Shot and The
Prayer.

The game-winner by Ingram, a
senior fromSimeon,will go down
with some of the iconic moments
from NCAA tournament history.
And it kept this Cinderella team
with the pretty shot pirouetting
throughMarch.

InSaturday’ssecondround, the
Ramblers (29-5) will face third-
seeded Tennessee, a physically
imposing team that easily dis-
missedWright State 73-47.

The Ramblers had been every-
one’s favorite upset pick against
Miami and still managed to write
an unpredictable thriller. Former
President Barack Obama had se-
lected the school from his
adopted hometown in his bracket
— and congratulated the Ram-
blers afterward.

“Congrats to LoyolaChicago
and Sister Jean for a last-second
upset—Ihad faith inmypick!”he
tweeted.

So didLoyola.
The Ramblers never looked

rattled this season, from their
Dec. 6 upset victory at then-No. 5
Florida to their first Missouri
Valley Conference tournament
championship through Thurs-
day’s upset. The victory was the
most significant since the 1985
Sweet 16 run for the small Jesuit
school nestled on the North Side
between the Red Line “L” and
LakeMichigan.

Miami boasted more length
and athleticism and had a resume
that included a third-place finish
in the ACC. The Hurricanes
(22-10) led43-36with less than 14
minutes remaining.

“It was just about keep fight-
ing,” Moser said. “There’s no quit
in these guys. They believe.”

They made believers out of all
of Chicago — and the nation — in
the finalminutes.

Clayton Custer hit a designed
3-pointer from the corner with
1:16 left to tie the score at 60.After
a jumper by Miami’s Ja’Quan
Newton,MarquesTownesmade1
of 2 free throws for a one-point
Loyola deficit with 26 seconds
left.

Loyola freshman Lucas
Williamson then knocked the ball
off Lonnie Walker IV’s knee and
out of bounds, giving the Ram-
blers the ball with 23 seconds to
play. After a timeout, Townes
misseda layupandcenterCamer-
on Krutwig couldn’t convert a
put-back.

Walker missed a free throw
with 9.3 seconds left, and Ben

Richardson grabbed the rebound.
Moserhad instructed theRam-

blers to call a timeout if Krutwig
grabbed the rebound, but when
Richardson secured the ball, he
“clicked it” toTownes. As defend-
ers closed in on him, Townes
heard Ingram shouting his name
at the top of the 3-point line.

“That was God’s plan for us,”
said Townes, who had two of
Loyola’s 19 assists. “That (shot)
right thereexemplifieshowmuch
we buy into each other and the

eventually get one to go in. We
play to the last buzzer.”

Sister Jean, who delivers
pregame blessings and scouting
reports, has a “Cinderella dream
bracket” in which Loyola wins it
all.

TheRamblersmight justhavea
prayer.

After Thursday’s miracle, she
toldthem,“ThankGodyoudid it.”

sryan@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@sryantribune

Ramblers had faith
in ability to make
upset win happen
By Shannon Ryan
Chicago Tribune

Loyola’s Donte Ingram, right, and Miami’s Sam Waardenburg look to the basket on Ingram’s game-winner.

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Coach Porter Moser takes a moment with Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt after Loyola’s first-round upset win.

Pray of the day

DALLAS – Loyola coach
Porter Moser had allowed CBS
cameras to embed with the team
duringNCAAtournamentprepa-
ration. But when the Ramblers
got off the bus Thursday before
their first-round game against
Miami,heclosedthe locker-room
doors.

“(He) just told us it’s time to
play,” junior point guard Clayton
Custer said. “It’s time to focus.”

The 11th-seeded Ramblers
were locked induring their 64-62

upset of No. 6 seed Miami, and
senior Donte Ingram — who hit
the buzzer-beating, game-win-
ning 3-pointer — wasn’t the only
one to keephis cool.

Withmountingpressure as the
game wound down, Custer hit a
3-pointer from the corner with 1
minute, 16 seconds remaining to
tie the score at 60, eliciting an
eruption from a strong contin-
gent of Loyola fans at the Ameri-
canAirlinesCenter.

The shot, off an assist from
guard Ben Richardson (eight
assists, five rebounds), helped
erase a seven-point deficit.

“We try to be the best team at
executing down the stretch,” said
Custer, who finished with a
game-high 14 points on 5-of-10
shooting and added four assists.

“We’veworkedon thataction100
times. We felt comfortable run-
ning it, and we executed it
perfectly. I was lucky enough to
make the shot.”

Custer, the Missouri Valley
Conference player of the year,
hardly relies on luck.

He struggled with his shot in
theMVCtournament, going 1of 7
against Northern Iowa and 2 of 9
against Illinois State.Hedidn’t let
thosegamesor thebright lightsof
theNCAAtournamentrattlehim.

“We’re in the situation where
we can go out there and play free
and play the way we’ve been
playing all year,” Custer said.
“We’re a scary team if we’re
playing free and like we have
nothing to lose. That’s a big part
ofwhatwe’ve been doing.”

Clayton Custer, who hit a key
3-pointer to set up Loyola’s big
finish, tracks down a loose ball.

JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Brightest lights don’t fluster Custer
When moment arrives,
game-tying 3-pointer
goes down for Loyola
By Shannon Ryan
Chicago Tribune

“Any one of us could have hit
that shot, but Iwas just fortunate
enough to be in the position,”
Ingram said. “I like to think I’ve
got limitless range.”

Suddenly, the sameword ap-
plies to Loyola’s potential, with
Tennessee standing between the
Ramblers and a Sweet 16 appear-
ance. By the time Ingram show-
ered, hewas appearing onmore
highlight shows thanErnie John-
son and trending onTwitter,
where former President Barack
Obama congratulated theRam-
blers and Sister JeanDolores
Schmidt, the team’s adorable
98-year-old chaplain.

By the time Ingram is as old as
Loyola legendAlfredrickHughes,
the 1985 starwhowatched from
behind the bench in a gold shirt
andmatching 10-gallon hat, he
will savor reliving his heroics at
every reunion.

“What an unbelievable shot for
a kid to hit in theNCAA tourna-
ment towin it,”Moser said. “How
many shots in the backyard do
you say that to yourself? Those
are the things you dreamabout.”

The reality is everything about
the play thatmade Ingrama
March icon epitomizedLoyola
basketball: execution, communi-
cation and aggressiveness.Moser
also saw significance in the pass
fromTownes to Ingrambecom-
ingLoyola’s 19th assist on 26 field
goals— the eye-opening statistic
Miami coach JimLarranaga cited
as the game’smost important.

“Quintessential unselfishness,”
Moser said.

Nobody embodied that notion
more thanRichardson,who influ-
enced the outcomewithout scor-
ing a point.He had five rebounds,
one block, one steal and eight
assists—perhaps the biggest
whenhe foundClaytonCuster
for a corner 3 that tied the score
at 60with 1minute, 16 seconds
left.

“That’s another example of
Ben knowingwhere I’m going to
be before anybody else,” Custer
said of his longtime friend from
Kansas.

AddedMoser: “Benwas unbe-
lievable. The kid does anything he
needs to do towin.”

Finding away to survive this
one and advance revealed the
resilience of a Loyola team that
has lost just once in 19 games
since Jan. 7. After both teams
finished a ragged first half tied at
28, itwas as ifMiami realized
Loyola couldn’t hangwith the
Hurricanes above the rim.The
emphasis on attackingLoyola’s
interior created a 43-36Miami
lead that reminded theRamblers
theyweren’t in theMissouri
ValleyConference anymore.

“Evenwhenwewere down
seven, itwas just about keep
fighting,”Moser said. “We’re in
the huddle, and itwasn’t any
panic.”

Every possessionmattered in
the final 10minutes. Every defen-
sive stop, fromKrutwig’s steal
with 2:12 left to Lucas
Williamson’swith 23 seconds left,
felt like the decisive one. Players
drewenergy fromaLoyola crowd
that rocked the building as if it sat
inRogers Park.

“L-U-C!” they chanted after
big plays. TheLoyola band con-
stituted a larger contingent than
theMiami cheering section.
Enoughpeopleworemaroon-
and-gold scarves tomake other
teams’ fanswonder if they had
stumbled into aHarry Potter fan
convention.

“LoyolaNationwas unbeliev-
able,” saidMoser,who even com-
plimented the team’s police es-
cort.

As the kinetic coach conducted
a postgame interviewon the
court, a group of young rowdies
reached the railing before a secu-
rity guard stopped them from
going farther.

“We love you, Porter!” they
shouted.

Moser just smiled but not any
wider than Sister Jean.Minutes
after the game, a Loyola employee
wheeled the revered nun onto the
floor. As every player approached
theRamblers’ biggest fan, she
made a thumbs-up sign. Talk
about a sister act; the sweet scene
reinforcedwhy this likable Loyola
teamconnectswith somany
people.

“You brought themagic today,”
Richardson told Sister Jean.

Ingramgently huggedher. So
didCuster, the last player to head
into a giddy locker room.

“Her prayers definitelymean a
little bit extra,” Custer said. “She’s
a huge part of our success.”

And the spunky 11th-seeded
team fromChicago that believes
inMarchmiracles said, “Amen.”

dhaugh@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@DavidHaugh

Ramblers
believe
in miracles
Haugh, from Page 1
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SOUTH REGION
(2) Cincinnati (30-4) vs.
(15) Georgia State (24-10)
1 p.m. | TBS
The Bearcats boast a
physical, defensive brand.
The Panthers need guard
D’Marcus Simonds
(20.9 ppg) to come up big.

(7) Nevada (27-7) vs.
(10) Texas (19-14)
3:30 p.m. | TBS
Can the Wolf Pack deal with
the Longhorns’ size? The
6-11 Mohamed Bamba
(12.9 ppg, 10.4 rpg) is back
from an injured toe.

(8) Creighton (21-11) vs.
(9) Kansas State (22-11)
5:50 p.m. | TNT
Bluejays top scorer Marcus
Foster started his career at
K-State. Wildcats forward
Dean Wade is expected
back from a foot injury.

(1) Virginia (31-2) vs.
(16) UMBC (24-10)
8:20 p.m. | TNT
The Cavaliers lead the
nation in scoring defense at
53.3 points per game. Guard
Jarius Lyles averages 20.2
points for the Retrievers.

WEST REGION
(7) Texas A&M (20-12) vs.
(10) Providence (21-13)
11:15 a.m. | CBS-2
The Aggies rebound and
block shots but shoot poorly
on the perimeter. The
guard-dominated Friars
look to outscrap opponents.

(2) N. Carolina (25-10) vs.
(15) Lipscomb (23-9)
1:45 p.m. | CBS-2
The Tar Heels begin their
title defense against tour-
nament rookie Lipscomb,
which averages 82.6 points.
This should be a track meet.

(1) Xavier (28-5) vs.
(16) Texas So. (16-19)
6:20 p.m. | TBS
Senior guard Trevon Bluiett
(19.5 ppg) leads the Mus-
keteers. Texas Southern
dominated North Carolina
Central on Wednesday.

(8) Missouri (20-12) vs.
(9) Florida State (20-11)
8:50 p.m. | TBS
The Tigers will be without
No. 2 scorer Jordan Barnett
because of a suspension.
The Seminoles’ rotation
includes 7-4 center Christ
Koumadje.

EAST REGION
(2) Purdue (28-6) vs.
(15) CS Fullerton (20-11)
11:40 a.m. | truTV
The Boilermakers won 19
straight before hitting a late
three-game skid. The Titans
make their first NCAA
appearance in a decade.

(4) Wichita St. (25-7) vs.
(13) Marshall (24-10)
12:30 p.m. | TNT
The Shockers stepped up in
conference class and held
their own behind Landry
Shamet (15 ppg). The Herd
average 85 points.

(7) Arkansas (23-11) vs.
(10) Butler (20-13)
2:10 p.m. | truTV
Jaylen Barford leads the
Razorbacks with 18.2 ppg.
Butler returned to the tour-
nament under first-year
coach LaVall Jordan.

(5) W. Virginia (24-10) vs.
(12) Murray State (26-5)
3 p.m. | TNT
The Mountaineers play
rugged defense, led by
Sagaba Konate. Jonathan
Stark (21.8 ppg), has helped
the Racers win 13 straight.

MIDWEST REGION
(3) Michigan St. (29-4) vs.
(14) Bucknell (25-9)
6:10 p.m. | CBS-2
After falling to Middle
Tennessee two years ago,
Michigan State won’t take
the Bison, led by forward
Zach Thomas (20.3), lightly.

(4) Auburn (25-7) vs.
(13) Charleston (26-7)
6:27 p.m. | truTV
Charleston’s big three (Joe
Chealey, Grant Riller and
Jarrell Brantley) average 54
points. Auburn has been
dealing with injuries of late.

(6) TCU (21-11) vs.
(11) Syracuse (21-13)
8:40 p.m. | CBS-2
TCU coach Jamie Dixon
knows Syracuse’s Jim Boe-
heim well. They coached
against each other for
Dixon’s 13 seasons at Pitt.

(5) Clemson (23-9) vs.
(12) N. Mexico St. (28-5)
8:57 p.m. | truTV
The Aggies beat Miami in
December and won’t be
intimidated by an ACC
opponent.

— Kansas City Star
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March 13-14

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

16 1611 11

SAN ANTONIO
April 2

SOUTH

Loyola 64, Miami 62:DonteIngram
hit a 3-pointer from the March
Madness logo on a feed from
Marques Townes just before the
buzzer, lifting the 11th-seeded Ram-
blers (29-5) in their first NCAA
tournament game since 1985. In-
gram’s long shot fromwell above the
key came after Lonnie Walker IV
missed a free throwwith a chance to
give the Hurricanes a three-point
lead with 9 seconds remaining. Clay-
ton Custer led Loyola with 14 points
while Ingram finished with 13.
Walker scored 12 points for the
Hurricanes (22-10).

Tennessee 73, Wright State 47:

Admiral Schofield had 15 points and
12 rebounds and Lamonte Turner
added 19 points and a career-high
nine assists to lead the Volunteers
(26-8) to an easy victory. Loudon
Love led the Raiders (25-10) with 12
points andnine rebounds.

Kentucky 78, Davidson 73: Kevin
Knox scored 25 points and Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander added 19asKen-
tucky (25-10) shot 51 percent while
holding on. Jon Axel Gudmundsson
hit six3-pointersand finishedwith21
points for Davidson (21-12), which
knocked down 11 3s. Kentucky was
0-for-6 fromdeep, snapping anation-
best streak of 1,047 games with a
3-pointer that began in 1988.

Buffalo 89, Arizona 68: Wes Clark
scored 25 points and Jeremy Harris
added 23 and the No. 13 seed Bulls
(27-8) pulled off the biggest shocker
of the day by thrashing Pac-12 cham-
pionArizona. Buffalo shot 55 percent
from the field in the program’s first
NCAA tournamentwin. DusanRistic
had 16 points and Deandre Ayton
finished with 14 points and 13 re-
bounds for theWildcats (27-8).

WEST

Gonzaga 68, UNC Greensboro 64:

Zach Norvell Jr. hit the go-ahead
3-pointer with 20.8 seconds left to
help the Bulldogs (31-4) escape a
major scareagainst 13th-seededUNC
Greensboro. JohnathanWilliamshad
19 points and 13 rebounds for the
Bulldogs, who won their first NCAA
tournament game for the 10th
straight year. Francis Alonso and
TroyDemetriusscored16pointseach
for the Spartans (27-8).

Ohio State 81, South Dakota

State 73: Kam Williams made a
tiebreaking four-point play with
1:36 left, then added a trio of free
throws after being fouled on another
3-point attempt to lift the Buckeyes
(25-8), who avoided the 12-5 upset.
Keita Bates-Diop had 24 points and
12 rebounds for Ohio State while

Mike Daum scored 27 points for the
Jackrabbits (28-7), whose 11-game
winning streakwas snapped.

Houston 67, San Diego State 65:

Rob Gray scored 39 points, including
awind-milling layupthat just trickled
over the rim with 1.1 seconds left, to
lift the Cougars (27-7), who earned
their first tournamentwinsince 1984.
Trey Kell’s missed an off-balance
3-pointer at the buzzer for theAztecs
(22-11). Jalen McDaniels had 18
points to lead San Diego State while
Kell finishedwith 12.

Michigan 61, Montana 47: Charles
Matthews had 20 points and 11
rebounds as the Wolverines (29-7)
rebounded fromaslowstart.Michael
Oguine and Ahmaad Rorie each
scored 15 for theGrizzlies (26-8).

MIDWEST

Rhode Island 83, Oklahoma 78:

E.C. Matthews hit the go-ahead
3-pointer in overtime and one more
that sealed it to help the Rams (26-7)
hold off dynamic scorer Trae Young
and Oklahoma. Matthews scored
16 points and Fatts Russell added 15
for Rhode Island. Young scored
28 points with six turnovers for the
Sooners (18-14).

Kansas 76, Penn 60: Devonte Gra-
ham poured in 29 points with six
rebounds and six assists for the
top-seeded Jayhawks (28-7), who
wentona 19-2 run late in the first half
to erase an early 10-point deficit. A.J.
Brodeur had 14 points to lead the
Quakers (24-9).

Duke 89, Iona 67: MarvinBagley III
dominated in his NCAA tournament
debut, with 22 points on 10-for-14
shooting and seven rebounds as the
Blue Devils (27-7) rolled. Grayson

Allen scored 16 points with nine
assists for Duke. Roland Griffin led
theGaels (20-14)with 21 points.

Seton Hall 94, N.C. State 83:

KhadeenCarringtonscored26points
and Desi Rodriguez added 20 as the
Pirates (22-11) survived a contest
marred by 53 combined fouls. .
Allerik Freeman hit six 3-pointers
and finished with 36 points to lead
theWolfpack (21-12).

EAST

Villanova 87, Radford 61: Jalen
Brunson scored 16 points and the
top-seeded Wildcats (31-4) hit 14
3-pointers and cruised to the victory.
Mikal Bridges had 13 points, Eric
Paschall scored 11 and Omari Spell-
man contributed 10 points and seven
rebounds for balanced Villanova,
which opened by hitting 13 of its first
16 shots. Donald Hicks led the
Highlanders (23-13)with 13 points.

Texas Tech 70, Stephen F. Austin

60: KeenanEvans scored 19 of his 23
points after halftime and the Red
Raiders (25-9) survived a scare.
Evans drove for the go-ahead layup
with 3:58 left for Texas Tech, which
closed the game on a 13-2 run. Ivan
Canete had 17 points to lead the
Lumberjacks (28-7).

Alabama 86, Virginia Tech 83:

Collin Sexton scored 21 of his 24
points after halftime to lead the
Crimson Tide (20-15) to their first
tournament win in a dozen years.
Justin Robinson’s 19 points to lead
theHokies (21-12).

Florida 77, St. Bonaventure 62:

Egor Koulechov hit four 3-pointers
and finished with 20 points to lead
the Gators (21-12). Egor Koulechov’s
14 points led theBonnies (26-8).

THURSDAY’S ROUNDUP

Buffalo’s bench celebrates during the second half of its rout against Arizona.

KEVIN C. COX/GETTY



WINNIPEG, Manitoba — Kyle
Connor scored twice to reach
25 goals this season and the Jets
rebounded fromaquickdeficit for
a 6-2 win over the Blackhawks on
Thursday night.

Bryan Little and Jack Roslovic
each had a goal and an assist as all
four Jets lines produced goals.
Joel Armia and Paul Stastny also
scored.

Connor Hellebuyck turned
away 25 shots in his 36th win,

increasinghis franchise record for
goaltenders.

Patrick Laine extended his
club-record point streak to 14
games with an assist on Stastny’s
goal. The 19-year-old star has
16 goals and eight assists during
that span — most of which came
during the Jets’ recent road trip—
helping the 2016 second overall
draft pick earn NHL First Star
honors for a second time this
season.

Laine ranks second in theNHL
with 40 goals and leads the league

with 18 power-play goals.
Brandon Saad and Patrick

Sharp scored for theBlackhawks.
Saad opened the scoring just

11 seconds into the game. Follow-
ing a much-longer-than-usual vi-
deo review stemming from a
coach’s challenge for a possible
offside, the goal stood.

The Jets took over from there
with threegoalsover thenext9:15,
chasing Blackhawks goalie Anton
Forsberg as he allowed three goals
on six shots. The Jets added two
more goals in the opening period.

JETS 6, BLACKHAWKS 2

Jets chase Forsberg, blitz Hawks with 5-goal 1st
Associated Press

Forward Leron Black averaged
15.3 points and 5.2 rebounds
per game this season.

NUCCIO DINUZZO/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Illinois forward Leron Black
will forgo his final season of
eligibility to pursue a profes-
sional playing career, the team
announcedThursday.

Black was Illinois’ best play-
er in an otherwise dismal
season under first-year coach
Brad Underwood. He led the
Illini with 15.3 points and
5.2 rebounds per game and
54.7 percent shooting.

He plans to sign with an
agent, ending any possibility of
reconsidering and returning to
Champaign.

“I feel that Illinois has pre-
pared me for the next chapter
in my life, which is to realize
my dream of playing profes-
sional basketball,” Black said in
a statement. “Iwish this coach-
ing staff and my teammates all
the best. Illinois basketball is in
greathandswithCoachUnder-
wood, and the future is bright
here.”

Black is the second player to
leave the program thismonth.

Freshman Mark Smith de-
cidedtotransferaftera lacklus-
ter first season. The 2017 Mr.
Basketball winner in Illinois
out of Edwardsville, Smith
averaged only 5.8 points on
33.7 percent shooting, includ-
ing 23.2 percent on 3-pointers.

Black’s absence will be felt
next season as he provided
veteran leadership and a rare
big body (6-foot-7, 230 pounds)
for the Illini.

“He is ready to begin a pro
career, and we fully support
this decision,”Underwood said
in a statement. “Leron has
greatly improved over the last
year and showcased thatdevel-
opment as one of the most
consistent players in the Big
Ten.

“He was an efficient scorer
at all areas of the court, shoot-
ing a high percentage whether
it was on post-ups, the mid-
range, or out to the 3-point arc.
He was one of the toughest
players to guard in our league,
and that showed with his
production throughout confer-
ence play.”

Black’s time at Illinois was
defined by his growth on and
off the court. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in communi-
cation in December and is
working toward a master’s de-
gree.

He suffered a knee injury
that sidelined him for most of
his sophomore season andwas
arrested that February after an
incident at a bar. He was
sentenced to a year of proba-
tion after pleading guilty and
admittinghepulledaknifeona
bouncer. As a result, he was
suspended for the first four
regular-season games in 2016-
17.

Black struggled with fouls
throughout his career but
learned to harness his emo-
tions that led to avoidable
temper-induced fouls. He said
he learned to better control his
emotions through counseling.

After the Illini’s victory in
the Braggin’ Rights game
against Missouri in December,
he proposed to his girlfriend,
Sheila Segura, in the stands.

COLLEGES

ILLINOIS
BASKETBALL

Black
leaving
for pro
career
Illini’s leading scorer
plans to hire agent,
precluding return
By Shannon Ryan
Chicago Tribune
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BULLS AND BLACKHAWKS

THE SUMMARY
BLACKHAWKS 1 1 0 — 2
Winnipeg 5 0 1 — 6

FIRST PERIOD: 1, BLACKHAWKS, Saad 16 (Murphy,
Kane), 0:11. 2, Winnipeg, Stastny 15 (Laine, Ehlers),
3:43. 3, Winnipeg, Armia 12 (Trouba, Copp), 5:18. 4,
Winnipeg, Roslovic 4, 9:26. 5, Winnipeg, Little 14
(Trouba, Roslovic), 17:36. 6, Winnipeg, Connor 24
(Little, Wheeler), 18:20. Penalties:Winnipeg bench,
served by Roslovic (delay of game), 0:11; Copp,
WPG, (high sticking), 10:17.
SECOND PERIOD: 7, BLACKHAWKS, Sharp 9
(Schmaltz, Hayden), 15:36. Penalties: Anisimov,
HAWKS, (hooking), 9:47; Tanev, WPG, (inter-
ference), 13:20; Seabrook, HAWKS, (tripping), 18:11.
THIRDPERIOD: 8,Winnipeg,Connor 25,19:11.Penal-
ties: Toews, HAWKS, (tripping), 6:25; Hayden,
HAWKS, (kneeing), 7:55.
SHOTS ON GOAL: PP:

BLACKHAWKS 11 9 7—27 0-3
Winnipeg 13 10 16—39 0-4

Goalies: HAWKS, Forsberg 9-15-3 (6 shots-3 saves),
Berube 2-3-0 (32-30). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 36-11-9
(27-25). Referees: Trevor Hanson, Dan O’Halloran.

MEMPHIS, Tenn. —
Thanks toZachLaVine sitting
out one game in each of the
Bulls’ three remaining sets of
back-to-back contests, Justin
Holiday will finish the season
with 62 starts.

That’s even with Holiday
mostly idle since the All-Star
break, including Thursday
night against the Grizzlies, as
management limits veterans’
playing time.The longtimerole
player entered this seasonwith
just 13 starts over his first four
seasons.

“I think I should be a starter
in this league, for sure,” Holi-
day said.

With an average of 12.9
points per game while hitting
37.6 percent of his 3-pointers,
Holiday has made a case for
that.

“Obviously when you get a
taste of something, the goal is
to always become a starter,” he
said. “I’ve always tried to do
better than the year before. So
now that I’m starting, Iwant to
prove to a team (I can) go in
that direction.”

Holiday and Robin Lopez,
who again played the entire
first quarter and then sat,
continue to remain profes-
sional about management’s
youth movement. Even Paul
Zipser,who returned from his
sore left foot for his first action
since Feb. 22, is ahead of
Holiday in the rotation.

“They’ve been completely
transparent,” said Holiday, cit-
ing management and the
coaching staff regarding his
situation. “They have been
straight up with me with what
they want to do. And I under-
stand, period.

“Now if it was a situation I
didn’t understand, it would be
a lot harder. The thing is: I’m
with it.Wewant this teamtobe
good, and Iwant to be a part of
this team. And they want to
look at these guys and see who
is going to be a part of that. It’s
all about where we want to go
in the future.”

Back at it: Coach Fred
Hoiberg said there are no
plans to shut down Lauri
Markkanen,who remained in
Chicago as he missed his sec-
ond straight game with a sore
back.

“If he’s healthy,we still want
tosee the lineupwithhim,Kris
(Dunn) and Zach,” Hoiberg
said. “We’ll continue to evalu-
ate him. We’ll take a cautious
approach.”

School spirit: Hoiberg re-
cruited Missouri Valley Con-
ference player of the year
Clayton Custer to Iowa State
and has gotten to know Loyola
coach Porter Moser. Earlier
this week, Hoiberg called the
NCAA tournament “the best
single sporting event on the
planet.”

ButHoiberg didn’t get to see
Loyola’s dramatic victory over
Miami on Thursday in its first
tournament game since 1985.

“We didn’t get truTV in the
hotel, unfortunately,” Hoiberg
said. “But I was following it on
my phone and was able to see
that last shot. It was obviously
unbelievable ... suchanexciting
moment. I love how the city
has rallied around that team.
They’re a very confident team
right now. It’s a fun group of
guys to root for.”

BULLS NOTES

Holiday
showing
stuff of
a starter
Longtime role player
thinks he’s made case
with play this season

By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Bulls
are rightwhere theywant to be.

OK,sothat’sa facetiousmanner
of addressing what their 111-110
victory over the Grizzlies and the
Knicks’ loss to the 76ers meant
Thursday night.

After all, the Grizzlies’ 19th
straight defeat meant the Bulls
dropped below the Knicks and
into ninth in the draft lottery
standings in a season in which
management eyed a top-three
pick.

But ninth is from where the
Bulls vaulted to the No. 1 overall
pick exactly 10 years ago, cashing
in a 1.7 percent chance to win the
draft lottery and eventually select
DerrickRose.

But that’s a scenario foranother
night as far as the Bulls bench,
which outscored the Grizzlies’
reserves 63-18 on big nights from
Antonio Blakeney, Bobby Portis
and Denzel Valentine, is con-
cerned.

Portis sank three 3-pointers en
route to 17 points, while Valentine
tied his career high with five
3-pointers and scored 15 points.

ButBlakeney took the star turn,
sinking 2 of 3 free throws with
1.8 seconds left for the winning
points after drawing a foul on
Tyreke Evans while shooting a
3-pointer off a clear-out.

“Itwas fun,”Blakeney said. “It’s
a great opportunity. That was my
first time ending a game in my

NBAcareer.
“I got the ball with 5 seconds

left. I just spaced everybody out. I
knew I was going to make an
aggressive play. I sawhimbacking
up a little bit, so I rose up and shot
it. I’m a confident player. I work
very hard on my game. When I’m
in the game, there’s nothing to be
scared of. I just play.”

The Bulls closed with a lineup
of Blakeney, Cameron Payne, Paul
Zipser,NoahVonlehandCristiano
Felicio. And they weren’t even in
Hoffman Estates, where their G
League affiliate plays.

“We wanted to put those guys
in a pressure situation,” coach
FredHoiberg said. “I thought they

all playedwith a lot of composure.
Cam Paynewas excellent as far as
running the show. Big Felicio
made a couple of nice plays. Paul
Zipser had a basket. And then
Blakeney had the guts to flatten
out the floor and take that last
shot. For the first time in that
position, I thought those guys
handled it verywell.”

The Bulls nudged ahead 107-
106 with 1 minute, 13 seconds left
when Payne scored a layup in
transition off a steal. But
JaMychael Green dunked with
46.9 seconds left off a nifty pass
from Marc Gasol, who had re-
boundedEvans’missed 3-pointer.

After a timeout, Blakeney ex-
ecuted a nice play to feed Felicio,
whowas fouledandsankbothfree
throwswith 40.5 seconds left. But
Jarell Martin scored on a power
move inside.

That’s when Blakeney put his
stamp on closing time. Hoiberg
had said pregame he wanted to
see Payne and Blakeney in such a
role.

“That usually is the lookhe gets
when the ball is in his hands,”
Hoiberg said of Blakeney. “He
does kind of tell everybody to get
out of theway.”

Gasol missed a wild shot at the
buzzer that Green dunked just
after the final buzzer, a call that
stood up after official review.

Zach LaVine, who led the Bulls
with 20 points on 10-for-10 free-
throw shooting, didn’t play in the
fourth quarter. Kris Dunn logged
just two minutes and then exited
with a sprained right big toe, but
X-rayswere negative.

kcjohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@kcjhoop

THE BOX SCORE
BULLS MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Nwaba 13:55 3-6 4-5 2-4 0 0 10
Vonleh 32:42 3-10 0-0 2-10 1 2 7
Lopez 12:00 2-3 0-0 1-1 2 0 5
Dunn 25:14 3-7 0-0 0-2 4 2 6
LaVine 26:10 4-12 10-10 1-5 4 4 20
Payne 25:10 3-9 0-0 1-3 5 1 8
Blakeney 24:42 2-7 5-8 0-1 1 3 10
Felicio 23:56 3-4 3-6 1-3 0 4 9
Portis 22:34 6-11 2-2 0-5 2 2 17
Valentine 20:13 5-8 0-0 0-5 4 5 15
Zipser 13:24 1-3 2-2 0-3 0 0 4
TOTALS 35-80 26-33 8-42 23 23 111
Pcts: FG .438, FT .788. 3-pointers: 15-41, .366 (Valentine
5-7, Portis 3-6, Payne 2-5, LaVine 2-7, Lopez1-1, Blakeney
1-4, Vonleh 1-6, Nwaba 0-1, Zipser 0-1, Dunn 0-3). Team
rebs: 7. Team turnovers: 13 (22 PTS). Blocks: 2 (Felicio,
LaVine). Turnovers:13 (LaVine 4, Valentine 3, Dunn 2, Fe-
licio, Lopez, Nwaba, Portis). Steals: 10 (Portis 3, Dunn 2,
Blakeney, LaVine, Nwaba, Valentine, Vonleh). Technical
fouls: None.
MEMPHIS MN FG-A FT-A REB A PF PTS

Green 37:50 7-13 0-0 4-10 2 3 15
Martin 30:49 6-12 3-4 1-4 1 2 16
Gasol 33:21 7-14 5-7 2-10 8 5 21
Brooks 29:58 4-12 5-5 1-2 3 1 15
Evans 32:46 8-18 4-5 0-5 9 1 25
Weber 20:48 1-2 0-0 0-5 1 2 2
Selden 19:23 2-5 2-2 1-2 2 0 8
Davis 14:39 3-6 0-0 2-6 1 3 6
McLemore 7:49 0-1 0-0 0-1 0 5 0
Simmons 7:02 0-1 2-2 0-1 0 0 2
Parsons 5:35 0-3 0-0 0-1 0 0 0
TOTALS 38-87 21-25 11-47 27 22 110
Pcts: FG .437, FT .840. 3-pointers: 13-35, .371 (Evans 5-9,
Selden 2-5, Brooks 2-6, Gasol 2-6, Green 1-3, Martin 1-5,
Parsons 0-1). Team rebs: 9. Team turnovers: 14 (19 PTS).
Blocks: 4 (Gasol 2, Green, Selden).Turnovers:14 (Gasol 4,
Evans 3, Selden 2, Brooks, Davis, Martin, Parsons, We-
ber).Steals:7 (Brooks2, Evans2,Martin, Selden,Weber).
Technical fouls: None.

BULLS 22 30 26 33 —111
Memphis 29 23 23 35 —110
Officials: Derek Richardson, Brent Barnaky, John Goble.
A: 16,511. T: 2:12.

Antonio Blakeney converts the winning free throw to lift the Bulls over the Grizzlies on Thursday night.

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

BULLS 111, GRIZZLIES 110

Chasing draft karma
Falling to 9th in lottery,
Bulls in same spot from
which they got Rose
By K.C. Johnson
Chicago Tribune
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FREE admission
ChicagoTribune.com/PrimeExpo

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF INSPIRATION,
EDUCATION AND ENTERTAINMENT!

Interactive exhibitors
Expert speakers on a variety of topics

Live entertainment | Product demonstrations

• Health &Wellness
• Financial Planning
• Travel & Leisure

• Retirement Planning
• Active Living
• Love & Relationships

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, April 14, 2018 • 9am-4pm
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center

Premier Sponsor
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CUBS

MESA, Ariz. — Despite the
tons ofmachinery parked on the
playing surface and main con-
course now, Wrigley Field will
be ready for the Cubs’ home
openerApril 9.

But fans hoping for an All-
Star Game, perhaps as soon as
2020, might want to temper
their optimism despite a formal
bid the team and the City of
Chicago has submitted toMajor
LeagueBaseball.

“We’ve made a prediction on
what the ballpark will look like
in 2020,” Cubs business presi-
dent Crane Kenney said to beat
writersThursday inMesa. “This
has become a different equation
with (Commissioner) RobMan-
fred. In the past, Commissioner
(Bud) Selig would sort of decide
himself who deserves it next, or
the clockmight dictatewho gets
it next.

“Rob is running thismore like
a competition, where both the
city and the teamneed tomakea
commitment to attract the
game.”

Despite the cooperation Ken-
ney said the Cubs have received
from the city and Mayor Rahm
Emanuel, “we don’t have some
of the tools some of the other
cities have that they get to use.”

Specifically, Kenney re-
iterated his disappointment in
the lackofcooperationfromAld.
Tom Tunney, from ballpark im-
provements to security around
the ballpark toTunney’s opposi-
tion to keeping a tent over a
parking lot reserved for players,
coaches andVIP.

“So that’s really what the
problem is. It’s pretty well
known how little help we’ve
gotten from our alderman,” said
Kenney, adding he still would
like to see the streets adjacent to
Wrigley Field closed two hours
before games.

“Vehicles as weapons have
become more the thing than
really live shooting,” who took
note during a visit to Boston last
April that the streets around
Fenway Park were closed hours
before gametime.

it has put approximately
$400 million into the Braves
stadiumthatopened in2017, and
that the Rangers are scheduled
toopenanewstadiumin2020in
a private/public funded $1.1 bil-
lion venture.

In the past, the Cubs push for
2020 as a way to commemorate
the 30th anniversary of hosting
their last All-Star Game. But the
Dodgers have waited 10 years
longer.

“(But) we’ve done more for
our ballpark, in terms of the
(Ricketts) family’s investment
and commitment to baseball,”
Kenney said.

As for Wrigley, machinery
and boards will be removed this
weekend, followed by plumbing
checks for irrigation issues be-
fore the field is installed.

Four of the eight new conces-
sion stands, the installation of a
new elevator to the suite level
and a cellphone service upgrade
will be ready for the opener,
Kenney said.

Plus, extended nettingwill be
tapered long the first and third
base dugouts.

“Folks are nervous about
opening day, but I’m here to
remind everybody we’re on
track,” Kenney said. “In fact, a
couple of days ahead of sched-
ule.”

mgonzales@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@MDGonzales
jebyrne@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@_Johnbyrne

Kenneysaidhe issympathetic
to the concerns of neighbors
whohavetoleratedthenoiseand
congestion the construction cre-
ated in the winter, adding that
the Cubs have tried to become a
good neighbor in providing free
events atWrigley at thePark.

“(But) it’s always something
with our alderman,” Kenney
said.

Tunney said theCubs need to
submit plans for something
more permanent than a tent,
such as a structure.

“They need to come forward
with a plan for the redevelop-
ment of that site for player
parking and also they’ve got to
figure out their garbage. Their
stadiumgarbage is out there,” he
saidspeaking toreportersatCity
Hall.

Tunneydeniedhis opposition
to the tent is based on his desire
to appease constituents ahead of
his 2019 re-election bid, adding
that he has been working con-
stantlywiththeCubsandthathe
represents residents and busi-
nesses in the area.

Pitcher Kyle Hendricks ex-
pressedhisconcernsaboutsecu-
rity.

“It’s all about the kids,” Hen-
dricks said.“But when it comes
down to your family, there are
somecrazypeople out there and
youneed to be careful.”

TheCubshaven’tbeenhost to
anAll-StarGame since 1990, but
Kenney pointed out that Cobb
County (Ga.) can state

For a short while longer, construction trucks and equipment are the sole occupants at Wrigley Field.

TERRENCE ANTONIO JAMES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Upgrades on track
Wrigley work moves
along; Future All-Star
Game on wish list
ByMark Gonzales
and John Byrne
Chicago Tribune

WHITE SOX

MESA,Ariz.—
TheCubs eased
concerns of a
repeat of the start
of the 2015 sea-
sonwhen they
announced the
latestWrigley
Field renovations
will be com-
pleted in time for

theApril 9 homeopener.
Noworries about the bleachers

being done, or the bathroomsmal-
functioning on opening day.

All systems are go, so to speak.
Cubs business presidentCrane

Kenney onThursday gave a brief
rundownof the latest improve-
ments, includingmore concession
standswith grill capability, better
cell service (andultimately faster
Wi-Fi), twonewelevators and a
comfy premiumhangout for big
spenders called theAmericanAir-
lines 1914Club.

But the biggest change atWrigley
will be the new, enlarged dugouts,
whichwill be 28-feet farther away
from their old spot, Kenney said.

As far asmost fans are con-
cerned, renovated dugouts are
probably the least controversial
change atWrigley,which has added
video boards, patio sections and
newbullpens underneath the
bleachers in the early phases of the
renovation.

Itwill take a little gettingused to,
like the lowering of the brickwall
behindhomeplate years ago, but
this is one change that seemingly
won’t bother even the traditionalists.

Cubsmanager JoeMaddon came
to theNorth Side in in 2015when
the newvideo boardswere intro-
duced, ending the video-free era
Wrigley Field.He recalled how
controversial itwaswith some fans,
adding: “But now they probably
can’t livewithout them.”

Will the newdugoutsmake a
difference for the people inhabiting
it, or are they just another in a series
of alterations changing the look of
Wrigley Field?

“A gooddugoutmatters,”Mad-
don said. “A comfortable dugout
matters. You know I like to stand at
the corner (closest to the plate) like
I do. I think access (and exits are)
really important, also. I don’t even
knowwhat that’s going to look like
yet. But guys,when you’re not on
top of each other, it just helps the
moment. I’m curious to seewhat
that looks like.

“It’s very perceptive and forward
thinking, because Iwould prefer
updating an old ballpark as opposed
to tearing it down and building a
newone because you’re never going
to replicate the beauty of that place,
the ambience there. It’s impossible
to recreate that.”

CubsHall of FamerBilly
Williams said a newer and ex-
pandeddugout is better for the
players, and pointed out itwas
considered small even backwhen
hewas playing in the 1960s and
early 70s.

“Youhad guys coming up in
September and they had to sit on
the cement near the bat racks,” he
said. “Itwas a small dugout, but of
courseWrigley had been there 100
years and itwas the samedugout.”

Williams said he had a regular
spot on the far end of the bench and
manager LeoDurocher sat next to
thewater fountain. Everyone knew
their spot and protocol dictated no
one satwhere one of the regulars
liked to go on a daily basis.

Williams said he had a good
reason for sittingwhere he did.

“Wewere playing all day games
and I could get a little breeze up
there,” he said. “Plus the fact I’d get
me a cigarette and, in those days I
was smoking, so Iwould bend over
andhide from the umpires, hide
fromeverybody. Leo didn’tmind,
but (owner P.K.)Wrigley saw it one
day andhe called out to the ball-
park and talked to Leo about it.

“If you’re having good years you
want to stay consistentwith that,”
he said. “Funny story, you know
how (Ron) Santowas. Youwould
see the vein in his damnneckwhen
hewould getmad at anything. One
day they put in a tube of six (bat
rack) and Santo poppedupwith a
runner on or something, cameback
and smashed it and thewhole thing
shattered.

“They fixed it bymaking a steel
one, painted it red so it looked like
wood.We comeback off a road trip
and Santo getsmad atmaking an
out and tries to smash it, and it
didn’t break.He gotmad at that and
just threwhis bat down.”

Of course Santowasn’t alone.We
also sawCarlos Zambrano smash
thewater fountainwith a bat, along
with theGatorade dispenser. And
therewas also an occasionwhenhe
punchedMichael Barrett in the
face, sending his catcher to the
hospital.

If only those dugoutwalls could
talk.

psullivan@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@PWSullivan

Comfort
level on rise
in dugouts

Paul
Sullivan
On the Cubs

MESA, Ariz. — Thursday’s
meetingwith theMajor League
Baseball Players Association
captured asmuch attention as a
JoeMaddon gimmick.

“I would say (players are
paying) more attention (to is-
sues) overall,” Kyle Hendricks
saidafterCubsplayersmetwith
executive director Tony Clark
and severalMLBPAofficials for
more than anhour.

“(Player issues are) being
talked about more. At least
players are more aware of
things now. As of a few years
ago, players would never talk
about this stuff. So these guys
are aware; they’re keeping up
with it.”

Cubs players have taken note
of the deliberate pace of nego-
tiations involving free agents
such as former teammate Jake
Arrieta, who didn’t reach an
agreement until Sunday with
the Phillies despite winning 54
games his last three seasons
with theCubs.

Clark acknowledged the

left-hander Randy Rosario
have pitched themselves into
themix.

Grimm, who had a 5.53 ERA
in 50 appearances last season,
was tagged for two home runs
and allowed six hits and four
walks in four appearances this
spring. He will receive about
$541,000 in termination pay.

“(Grimm) shouldn’t have a
problem finding another job,
but we want him with this
group and with us,” Hendricks
said. “That’s tough to see.”

Grimm and Eddie Butler,
who will start Saturday in a
split-squad game against the
Indians in Mesa, are out of
minor-league options.

Extra innings: Maddon said
second baseman Javier Baez
(left hamstringcramp)will start
Saturday and Sunday in the
split-squad games in Mesa. …
Bryant, Jason Heyward, An-
thonyRizzoandAddisonRus-
sell are scheduled to play this
weekend in Las Vegas, with
Albert Almora Jr., Willson
Contreras, Ian Happ and Ben
Zobrist staying inMesa.

Cubs are one of a few
“marquee” teams with young
high-profile players. Those
players,who includeCubs play-
er rep Kris Bryant, already
have been affected by service-
time rules. Bryant’s free agency
was delayed until 2022 — after
the current Collective Bargain-
ingAgreement ends.

Hendricks and Clark, with-
out going into details, said
several topicswere discussed.

“We know what we need to
do to perform and grow this
game,” Hendricks said. “We
have to do what’s in our con-
trol.”

Hendricks likes serving as an
assistant player rep to Bryant,
whom he said is “super in-
volved” in his new role that
Arrieta had before.

“Taking care of these guys
and the game is under our
control aswell,”Hendricks said.
“It comes on our shoulders.”

Bullpen battle: Competition
for the last spot in the bullpen
increased after veteran Justin
Grimm was released. Justin
Hancock, Anthony Bass and

CUBS NOTES

Hendricks: Cubs up on labor issues
ByMark Gonzales
Chicago Tribune

CUBS RECAP
Jason Heyward hit his first home run of the spring, a two-run shot
off left-hander Robbie Ray in the second inning, but the Cubs lost to
the Diamondbacks 3-2 before 15,829 fans at Sloan Park — the sec-
ond-largest crowd in Cactus League history. Heyward is batting .172
with three RBIs this spring. Stephen Perakslis allowed consecutive
home runs to Ramon Flores and Christian Walker in the ninth.
At the plate: With the season opener two weeks away, manager
Joe Maddon is taking a longer look at lineup combinations. Albert
Almora Jr. batted leadoff against the left-handed Ray but was
0-for-3. Kris Bryant hit a ground-rule double in the third.
On the mound: Kyle Hendricks is in midseason form, as he didn’t
allow a walk while striking out seven and limiting the Diamondbacks
to three hits in six innings. Hendricks allowed an RBI double to Nick
Ahmed in the third, but he left Ahmed stranded by retiring the next
three batters.
In the field: A foul pop fell between first baseman Anthony Rizzo
and right fielder Heyward that allowed Christian Walker to extend
his at-bat. But Almora fought a bright sun in center field to catch
Walker’s fly for the second out of the fourth.
Key number: 5 — Sloan Park crowds that have exceeded 15,000
Up next: Vs. White Sox, 3:05 p.m. Friday at Camelback Ranch.
RH Yu Darvish vs. RH Renaldo Lopez.

MESA, Ariz. — As the White
Sox were working out Thursday
at Camelback Ranch, players
union head Tony Clark was on
the other side of the valley
discussing the “race to the bot-
tom.”

Clark didn’t name names, of
course, but the Sox are consid-
ered one of the so-called tanking
teams that avoided spending on
big-name free agents this winter
while they continued to rebuild.
Instead of trying to contend, the
Sox and several other teams
were seemingly content to en-
dure a losing season to compete
for a better draft pick and
strengthen the organization
from the bottomup.

It’s not a particularly novel
idea. The Cubs and Astros had
the same basic plan and wound
upwinningWorld Series titles in
2016 and ’17, respectively.

But Clark said he knew at the
start of the offseason something
was amiss “when we started to
hear public commentary from
clubs suggesting they weren’t as
interested in competing, and/or
theywere focused in on a race to
the bottom.

“You start to see those types of
comments, then you start to
question the integrity of what’s
really going on.”

There’s little doubt the “race
to the bottom” means fewer
teams spending money on free
agents, less lucrative contracts
for some of the bigger-name free
agents who signed and no con-
tracts at all formanyplayerswho
are still waiting for a phone call.

But theonlyway itmatters is if
a team’s fan base stops going to
games or paying any attention to
thembecause they’re fedupwith
the lack of winning, or perhaps
the lack of trying to win. If that
fan base buys into the rebuild,
there’s really nothing wrong
with tanking a few years for the
sake of long-term success.

As longasa teamisopenabout
its plan, as generalmanager Rick
Hahn was when he announced
the start of the Sox rebuild after
the 2016 season, there should be
little complaining about the lack
of spending in the free-agent
market.

Hahn said before the start of
spring training he didn’t care
what outsiders said about their
plan.

“Our focus is on putting the
White Sox in the best position to
win a championship, and regard-
less ofwhatmaybehappening in
baseball at a macro level, I know
that this path puts us on the best
course to do it,” he said. “That’s
what my concerns are, not with
any outside criticism or scrutiny
of that process.”

Sox fans upset with the plan
can go watch the Cubs or per-
haps tune out baseball alto-
gether. Fromwhat I’ve heard the
last few weeks from Sox fans
following the teamhere inArizo-
na, that attitude is almost non-
existent.

The Sox have a few obvious
holes, and some available free
agentscouldmake thembetter in
2018, including starter Alex
Cobb and closerGregHolland.

But no one expects the Sox to
change their tune and fork out
money at the last minute just for
a few more victories, knowing
the future is bright with young
players such as Yoan Moncada,
Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo
Lopezon thebig-leaguecluband
prospects such as Eloy Jimenez,
Michael Kopech, Luis Robert
andDylanCease in the system.

It helps when someone like
Jimenez comes off a two-week
layoff forakneeproblemandhits
two homers and a triple in his
first three at-bats, and when a
young pitcher like Kopech is
firing triple-digit fastballs past
major-league hitters in the Cac-
tus League.

Sox fans are as hopeful as they
have been in years, even if 2018
isn’t going to be the year they
turn things around.

The lack of Sox spending
doesn’t seem to bother them,
even if the strange free-agent
market upsets the union and
players in general.

As long as fans buy into the
concept of rebuilds, and as long
as it keeps working in some
cities, theplayersunionwon’tget
muchsympathywhetherrightor
wrong.

‘Race to
bottom’
OK with
Sox fans
Union seems skeptical,
but promising future
makes plan palatable
By Paul Sullivan
Chicago Tribune
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SCOREBOARD

NBA
pregame.com FRIDAY
at Orlando off Boston
at Philadelphia 9 Brooklyn
at Toronto 111⁄2 Dallas
at Okla. City off LA Clippers
at Golden State 12 Sacramento
at LA Lakers off Miami

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
FRIDAY

Virginia 21 UMBC
Creighton 11⁄2 Kansas St
Texas A&M 21⁄2 Providence
N. Carolina 191⁄2 Lipscomb
Butler 11⁄2 Arkansas
Purdue 201⁄2 Cal St.-Fullerton
TCU 4 Syracuse
Michigan St 141⁄2 Bucknell
Nevada Pk Texas
Cincinnati 14 Georgia St
Xavier 191⁄2 Texas Southern
Florida St 11⁄2 Missouri
W. Virginia 101⁄2 Murray State
Wichita St 12 Marshall
Clemson 5 New Mexico St
Auburn 9 Charleston

NHL
FRIDAY

at Washington-208 NY Islanders +188
Dallas -138 at Ottawa +128
at Calgary -135 San Jose +125
at Colorado off Nashville off
at Anaheim off Detroit off
at Vegas -158 Minnesota +148

LATEST LINE

EASTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL W L PCT GB

Fort Wayne 26 19 .578 —
Grand Rapids 25 21 .543 11⁄2
WINDY CITY 23 22 .511 3
Wisconsin 21 25 .457 51⁄2
Canton 19 28 .404 8
THURSDAY’S RESULTS
Grand Rapids 112, Erie 102
Wisconsin 118, Main 111
Rio Grande Valley 134, Santa Cruz 129
South Bay 108, Agua Caliente 104

NBA G LEAGUE

MLB EXHIBITION
Noon Braves at Pirates MLBN
3:05 p.m. Cubs at White Sox NBCSCH, MLBN
NBA
7 p.m. Clippers at Thunder NBA TV
9:30 p.m. Heat at Lakers NBA TV
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL: NCAA TOURNAMENT
11:15 a.m.Texas A&M vs. Providence CBS-2
11:40 a.m.Purdue vs. Cal State Fullerton truTV
12:30 p.m.Wichita State vs. Marshall TNT
1 p.m. Cincinnati vs. Georgia State TBS
1:45 p.m. North Carolina vs. Lipscomb CBS-2
2:10 p.m. Arkansas vs. Butler truTV
3 p.m. West Virginia vs. Murray State TNT
3:30 p.m. Nevada vs. Texas TBS
5:50 p.m. Creighton vs. Kansas State TNT
6:10 p.m. Michigan State vs. Bucknell CBS-2, WMVP-AM 1000
6:20 p.m. Xavier vs. Texas Southern TBS
6:27 p.m. Auburn vs. Charleston truTV
8:20 p.m. Virginia vs. Md.-Baltimore County TNT
8:40 p.m. Texas Christian vs. Syracuse CBS-2, WMVP-AM 1000
8:50 p.m. Missouri vs. Florida State TBS
8:57 p.m. Clemson vs. New Mexico State truTV
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL: NIT
6:30 p.m. Second round, teams TBD ESPNU
WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL: NCAA TOURNAMENT
11 a.m. Whip-around (including DePaul) ESPN2
1 p.m. Whip-around (including Marquette) ESPN2
4 p.m. Whip-around (including Notre Dame) ESPN2
6 p.m. Whip-around coverage ESPN2
BOYS BASKETBALL: STATE SEMIFINALS
11 a.m. 3A, Marian Catholic vs. Morgan Park NBCSN
12:45 p.m.3A, North Chicago vs. Springfield SE NBCSCH+
5:30 p.m. 4A, Larkin vs. Belleville West NBCSCH+
7:15 p.m. 4A, Evanston vs. Young NBCSCH
BOXING
10:30 p.m.Sammy Valentin vs. Juan Ruiz WSNS-44
GOLF
1 p.m. PGA Arnold Palmer Invitational Golf Channel
5 p.m. LPGA Founders Cup Golf Channel
WOMEN’S COLLEGE GYMNASTICS
8:30 p.m. Georgia at Utah ESPNU
NHL
6 p.m. Islanders at Capitals NHLN
COLLEGE HOCKEY
4 p.m. NCHC semifinals CBSSN (more, 7:30 p.m.)
BUNDESLIGA SOCCER
2:20 p.m. Stuttgart at Freiburg FS2
WOMEN’S COLLEGE SWIMMING
4 p.m. NCAA swim and dive championships ESPNU
TENNIS
2 p.m. ATP BNP Paribas quarterfinal ESPN
4 p.m. ATP BNP Paribas quarterfinal Tennis Channel
6 p.m. ATP BNP Paribas doubles semi Tennis Channel
9 p.m. WTA BNP Paribas semifinal ESPN2
COLLEGE WRESTLING
10 a.m. NCAA tournament, quarterfinals ESPNU
7 p.m. NCAA tournament, semifinals ESPN

FRIDAY ON TV/RADIO

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
EASTERN W L T PT GF GA

Columbus 2 0 0 6 5 2
N.Y. City FC 2 0 0 6 4 1
N.Y. Red Bulls 1 0 0 3 4 0
Philadelphia 1 0 0 3 2 0
New England 1 1 0 3 2 3
Atlanta 1 1 0 3 3 5
Orlando City 0 1 1 1 2 3
D.C. United 0 1 1 1 2 4
FIRE 0 1 0 0 3 4
Montreal 0 2 0 0 3 5
Toronto FC 0 1 0 0 0 2
WESTERN W L T PT GF GA

Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1
Vancouver 2 0 0 6 4 2
Houston 1 1 0 3 5 2
San Jose 1 0 0 3 3 2
Minnesota 1 1 0 3 4 4
LA Galaxy 1 1 0 3 3 3
Sporting KC 1 1 0 3 4 5
FC Dallas 0 0 1 1 1 1
Real Salt Lake 0 1 1 1 2 6
Colorado 0 1 0 0 1 2
Seattle 0 1 0 0 0 1
Portland 0 2 0 0 1 6
Three points for victory, one for tie.
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Fire at Minnesota, 1
Houston at D.C. United, 12:30
Columbus at Philadelphia, 1
Toronto FC at Montreal, 2
Orlando City at N.Y. City FC, 2:30
Vancouver at Atlanta, 6:30
San Jose at Sporting KC, 7:30
N.Y. Red Bulls at Real Salt Lake, 8

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
SATURDAY’S SCHEDULE
Bournemouth vs. West Brom, 10 a.m.
Stoke vs. Everton, 10 a.m.
Huddersfield vs. Crystal Palace, 10 a.m.
Liverpool vs. Watford, 12:30 p.m.

SOCCER

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL W L OL SOL PT GF GA

Manitoba 37 17 4 4 82 223 157
WOLVES 33 20 6 2 75 190 163
Iowa 29 18 9 5 72 187 185
Gr. Rapids 33 23 1 6 71 187 177
Milwaukee 31 25 4 1 67 172 189
Rockford 31 24 3 4 69 185 188
Cleveland 20 32 4 3 47 142 200

THURSDAY’S RESULT
Rochester 6, Bridgeport 4

AHL

Former British Open champHenrik Stenson
fired an opening-round 8-under 64 Thursday to
take a one-stroke lead at the Arnold Palmer
Invitational inOrlando, Fla.

Rookies Aaron Wise and Talor Gooch were
tied for second. Tiger Woods shot a 68 in his
return to Bay Hill, where he has won a record
eight times. Woods had his best opening round
since coming back froma fourth back surgery.

“I feel like I’m not really thinking as much
around the golf course,” Woods said. “I can just
see and feel it and go.”
■ Karine Icher and Chella Choi each shot
5-under 67s to share the first-round lead at the
LPGA Tour’s Founders Cup in Phoenix.
MichelleWiehad a 70.

AUTO RACING: NASCARdockedChaseElliott
25 points and suspended crew chief Alan
Gustafson for two races and fined him $50,000
for a rear suspension violation foundWednesday
in Elliott’s third-place car from Sunday’s Cup
Series race at Phoenix International Speedway.
HendrickMotorsportswill appeal the penalty.

BASEBALL: The Rays picked Chris Archer as
their opening-day starter for a franchise-record
fourth consecutive season. ... Augie Garrido,
who won three national championships at Cal
State Fullerton and twomore atTexas, died at 79.
He coached Illinois from 1988 to 1990.

NBA: Warriors forward Kevin Durant was
listed as questionable for Friday’s game against
the Kings because of sore right ribs. ... Hall of
Famer Clyde Drexler is the new commissioner
of the Big3 league. Drexler replaces former NBA
playerRogerMasonJr.

SOCCER: Chicago, Minneapolis and Arizona
dropped out of the North American bid to host
the 2026 World Cup because of what officials
said were burdensome financial demands by
FIFA. Some 23 cities, including 17 in the U.S.,
were chosen to be included in bid documents to
be submitted to FIFA on Friday. Morocco also is
bidding, and the 207 other FIFA members are
scheduled to make the decision June 13.
... AtleticoMadrid andArsenalwere amongeight
teams that advanced to the quarterfinals of the
EuropaLeague.

TENNIS: Roger Federer defeated Chung
Hyeon 7-5, 6-1 to reach the semifinals of theBNP
ParibasOpeninIndianWells,Calif., andequalhis
career-best start of 16-0.Earlier,VenusWilliams
beat Carla Suarez Navarro 6-3, 6-2 to gain the
semis.Williamshasnever reached the finalof the
desert tournament, and to do so she’ll have to
beat Russian Daria Kasatkina, who has yet to
drop a set in four matches. Kasatkina routed
formerNo. 1AngeliqueKerber 6-0, 6-2.

IN BRIEF GOLF

Woods 4 off pace
in Bay Hill return
Associated Press

RECORDS
AMERICAN LEAGUE
WHITE SOX 10-9-2
Baltimore 13-8-1
Boston 11-8-1
Cleveland 12-8-2
Detroit 7-11-3
Houston 14-6-2
Kansas City 10-10-1
Los Angeles 9-13
Minnesota 10-8-2
New York 12-7-1
Oakland 9-8-2
Seattle 8-12-1
Tampa Bay 8-11-1
Texas 7-12-2
Toronto 9-11
NATIONAL LEAGUE
CUBS 12-7-3
Arizona 11-9
Atlanta 10-10-1
Cincinnati 7-13-1
Colorado 8-12-1
Los Angeles 11-9-1
Miami 12-6-2
Milwaukee 13-7-1
New York 5-15-2
Philadelphia 8-12
Pittsburgh 6-12-2
St. Louis 9-9-2
San Diego 10-8-3
San Fran. 10-10-2
Washington 9-9-2
through Thursday

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL: SPRING TRAINING

NHL

BASEBALL
AMERICAN LEAGUE
Baltimore:NamedScott Lewis vicepres-
ident of strategy and analytics.
Boston Reassigned C Oscar Hernandez
to minor league camp.
New York: Reassigned RHP Chance Ad-
ams to minor league camp.
NATIONAL LEAGUE
Cincinnati: Named John Farrell internal
scout.
Milwaukee:OptionedRHPAaronWilker-
son to Colorado Springs (PCL).
St. Louis:Agreed to termswith RHPs Ed-
wardMujicaandNestorMolinaonminor
league contracts.
San Diego:Optioned C Luis Torrens to El
Paso (PCL).
Washington: Optioned RHP Wander Su-
ero, OF Rafael Bautista to Syracuse (IL).
FRONTIER LEAGUE
Joliet: Signed 1B Justin Garcia.
Schaumburg: Traded RHP Kagen Hop-
kins to Rockland (Can-Am) for a player
to be named.

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSN.
NewOrleans: SignedG Larry Drew II to a
10-day contract.

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Cleveland: Traded DB Jason McCourty
and 219th pick in draft to Patriots for
205th pick. Terminated contract of DB

HOCKEY
NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
Colorado: Assigned F Julien Nantel from
San Antonio (AHL) to Colorado (ECHL).
Detroit: Reassigned F Zach Nastasiuk to
Grand Rapids (AHL).
N.Y. Islanders: Agreed to terms with F
Scott Eansor on a two-year, two-way
contract. Assigned FKyle Schempp from
Bridgeport (AHL) to Worcester (ECHL).
Washington: Extended their affiliation
agreement with South Carolina (ECHL)
through the 2019-20 season.
COLLEGE
Brown: Named Clayton McGrath DL
coach and Chris Setian RB coach.
Buffalo:NamedQB coach JimZebrowski
co-offensive coordinator and DEcoach
Roc Bellantoni and CB coach TaiwoOna-
tolu co-special teams coordinator.
Fordham: Named Mike Burchett offen-
sive coordinator/QB coach, James Lena-
han OLB coach, Chris Batti WR coach.
Georgia: Named Tom Crean men’s
basketball coach.
Georgia Tech:G JoshOkogie plans to en-
ter NBA draft.
Illinois: Men’s basketball F Leron Black
will not return next season.
Mississippi: Named Kermit Davis men’s
basketball coach.
South Alabama: Named Richie Riley
men’s basketball coach.

B.W. Webb. Waived DL Ricky Ali’ifua and
Collin Blevins, OL Zach Banner and Jo-
seph Cheek, LB Jeremy Cash, WR Sam-
mie Coates, DB Trevon Hartfield and RB
Josh Rounds. Signed DBs T.J. Carrie and
Terrance Mitchell, TE Darren Fells, OL
Chris Hubbard and Donald Stephenson,
RB Carlos Hyde and DL Chris Smith.
Detroit: Signed LBs Christian Jones and
Devon Kennard.
Green Bay: Signed DL MuhammadWilk-
erson, CB Herb Waters. Traded CB Dam-
arious Randall, a 4th-round pick and a
5th-round pick to Browns for QB
DeShone Kizer, a 4th-round pick and a
5th-round pick.
Indianapolis: Signed DE Denico Autry.
Jacksonville:SignedWRDonteMoncrief
to a one-year contract.
Kansas City: P Dustin Colquitt agreed to
3-year deal.
Miami: SignedWRDannyAmendola. Re-
signed LS John Denney.
Minnesota: Signed QB Kirk Cousins to a
three-year contract.
Oakland: Signed RB DougMartin and TE
DerekCarrier. CutWRMichael Crabtree.
San Francisco: Traded C Daniel Kilgore
and 7th-round pick to Dolphins for 7th-
round pick.
Tampa Bay: Signed DT Beau Allen.
Tennessee: RB Dion Lewis agreed to
multi-year deal.
Washington: Signed WR Paul Rich-
ardson.

TRANSACTIONS

RESULTS, SCHEDULE
THURSDAY’S RESULTS QUICK HIT *-SPLIT SQUAD

Arizona 3, Cubs 2 D’backs: Flores, Walker HR in 9th.
White Sox 7, LA Angels* 2 Sox: 4 R, 2 doubles, triple in 3rd.
Baltimore 1, St. Louis 0 Relief staffs combined 3 H in last 4 IP.
Atlanta 8, Detroit 1 Mike Foltynewicz: 5 Atl IP, 0 ER, 5 K
Houston 12, Washington 3 Astros score 5 in 9th with 2 2Bs.
Minnesota 8, Tampa Bay 1 Erick Aybar: 2-R triple for Twins.
NY Yankees 9, Pittsburgh 5 NYY’s Gary Sanchez: 3-R HR, 2-R 2B.
Boston 7, Toronto 5 An. Benintendi : 2-3, 2 RBI for Sox.
Cincinnati 10, Cleveland 6 Scott Schebler: 2-3, 3-R 2B for Reds.
Kan. City 14, LA Dodgers 8 Ryan O’Hearn: 3-3, 2 HRs, 5 KC RBI.
LA Angels* 10, Colorado 8 Mike Trout: HR, 3B for Angels.
San Diego 9, San Fran. 7 Padres plated 3 HRs, 4 runs in 3rd.
Seeattle 6, Oakland 2 M’s TaylorMotter: 2-4, grand slam.

FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE SITE TIME

Cubs vs.White Sox Glendale, Ariz. 3:05
Atlanta vs. Pittsburgh Bradenton, Fla. 12:05
Miami vs. St. Louis* Jupiter, Fla. 12:05
Philadelphia* vs. Detroit Lakeland, Fla. 12:05
Tampa Bay vs. Minnesota* Fort Myers, Fla., 12:05
St. Louis* vs. Washington West Palm Beach, Fla. 12:05
Toronto vs. Philadelphia* Clearwater, Fla. 12:05
Baltimore vs. N.Y. Mets Clearwater, Fla. 12:10
Cleveland vs. Oakland Mesa, Ariz. 3:05
Milwaukee vs. Cincinnati Goodyear, Ariz. 3:05
Seattle vs. Texas Surprise, Ariz. 3:05
Colorado vs. L.A. Angels Tempe, Ariz. 3:10
Kansas City vs. San Diego Peoria, Ariz. 3:10
L.A. Dodgers vs. Arizona Scottsdale, Ariz. 3:10
Minnesota* vs. Boston Fort Myers, Fla 5:05
Houston vs. N.Y. Yankees Tampa, Fla. 5:35

TheRaiders are shufflingwide receivers, signing
free agent Jordy Nelson and releasingMichael
Crabtree.

Nelson signed a two-year contract Thursday
after the Raiders spent more than a day meeting
with the former Packers star. The team is also
cutting ties with Crabtree after three seasons,
leaving Nelson andAmari Cooper as the team’s
starters.

The Raiders also signed former Buccaneers
running back Doug Martin to a one-year
contract and officially announced a three-year
contract with blocking tight endDerek Carrier
that had been agreed toTuesday.

Nelson was released Tuesday by the Packers
after a down 2017 season. He has strong ties to
theRaiders.GeneralmanagerReggieMcKenzie
worked in the Packers front office when Nelson
was drafted in 2008, and wide receivers coach
Edgar Bennett is a former running back and
assistant coachwith the Packers.

NelsonmadetheProBowl in2014andwonAP
ComebackPlayerof theYear in2016whenhe led
the league with 14 touchdown catches a year
after missing the entire season with a right knee
injury.

The 32-year-old Nelson struggled last season
with 53 catches for 482 yards and six TDs,
recording a career-low 9.1 yards per reception as
Aaron Rodgersmissed more than half the year
with injuries.

Longtime Saints owner dies: TomBenson, a
successful auto dealer who brought the Saints
their only winning seasons and the “Benson
Boogie,” has died. Benson, who has also owned
the NBA’s Pelicans since 2012, was 90. He was
hospitalized since Feb. 16with flu symptoms.

Benson made his mark in pro sports with the
Saints,whichhebought in1985when itappeared
the club would be sold to out-of-state interests
andperhapsmovedoutofLouisiana.Hepaid$70
million for the team,which is nowworth close to
$2 billion.

Extra points: TheDophins released three-time
Pro Bowl C Mike Pouncey, 28, and acquired
30-year-old CDaniel Kilgore in a tradewith the
49ers. The teams swapped seventh-round picks
in this year’s draft. TheDolphins also agreed to a
two-year deal worth up to $18 million with
four-timeProBowlGJoshSitton, 31,who spent
the last two seasons with the Bears after eight
with the Packers. ... The Ravens voided their
four-year, $29million dealwithWRRyanGrant
after he failed a physical because of ankle injury
he sufferedduringhis final game last seasonwith
the Redskins, ESPN reported. Grant, 27, hasn’t
missed a gameduring his four-year career. ... The
Jaguars and TE Austin Seferian-Jenkins
agreed to a two-year deal worth $10 million,
according to reports.

NFL NOTES

Nelson catches
on with Raiders
Tribune news services

NBA

MEN’S NCAA D1 TOURNAMENT
EAST REGIONAL *-a.m.
Friday’s first round
Purdue vs. CS Fullerton, 11:40* (TruTV)
Wichita State vs. Marshall, 12:30 (TNT)
Arkansas vs. Butler, 2:10 (TruTV)
West Virginia vs. Murray State, 3 (TNT)
Saturday’s second round
Villanova vs. Alabama, 11:10* (CBS-2)
Texas Tech vs. Florida, 7:40 (TNT)
SOUTH REGIONAL
Friday’s first round
Cincinnati vs. Georgia St., 1 (TBS)
Nevada vs. Texas, 3:30 (TBS)
Creighton vs. Kansas State, 5:50 (TNT)
Virginia vs. UMBC, 8:20 (TNT)
Saturday’s second round
Tennessee vs. Loyola, 5:10 (TNT)
Buffalo vs. Kentucky, 4:15 (CBS-2)
MIDWEST REGIONAL
Friday’s first round
Mich. St. vs. Bucknell, 6:10 (CBS-2)
Auburn vs. Coll Chas, 6:27 (TruTV)
TCU vs. Syracuse, 8:40 (CBS-2)
Clemson vs. NMSU, 8:57 (TruTV)
Saturday’s second round
Duke vs. Rhode Island, 1:40 (CBS-2)
Kansas vs. Seton Hall, 6:10 (TBS)
WEST REGIONAL
Friday’s first round
Tex. A&M vs. Providence, 11:15* (CBS-2)
N. Carolina vs. Lipscomb, 1:45 (CBS-2)
Xavier vs. Texas Southern, 6:20 (TBS)
Missouri vs. Fla St, 8:50 (TBS)
Saturday’s second round
Gonzaga vs. Ohio State, 6:45 (CBS-2)
Michigan vs. Houston, 8:40 (TBS)

MEN’S POSTSEASON NIT
Saturday’s second round
Penn State (22-13) at
Notre Dame (21-14), 11*
Sunday’s second round
Mississippi State (23-11)
at Baylor (19-14), noon

Oregon (23-12) at
Marquette (20-13), 3:30

Middle Tennessee (25-7)
at Louisville (21-13), 5:30
Monday’s second round
Stanford (19-15) at
Oklahoma State (20-14), 6

LSU (18-14) vs. Utah (20-11), 8
Washington (21-12) at
Saint Mary's (29-5), 10

Western Kentucky (25-10) at
Southern Cal (24-11), 10:30

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
INVITATIONAL
Monday’s quarterfinals
Campbell (17-15) vs.

New Orleans (16-16), 6
Central Arkansas (18-16) vs.
Jacksonville State (22-12), 7

North Texas (16-17) vs.
Mercer (19-13), 7

Utah Valley (23-10) vs.
San Francisco (19-13), 9

COLLEGEINSIDER.COM
Thursday’s second round
Austin Peay 80, La.-Monroe 66
Friday’s second round
C. Michigan (20-14) at Wofford (21-12), 6
Saturday’s second round
Portland St (20-13) at S. Diego (19-13), 9
Sunday’s second round
Drake (17-16) at. N. Colo. (22-12), 4
Monday’s second round
E. Michigan (22-10) at
Sam Houston St (19-14), 6:30

WOMEN’S NCAA D1 TOURNAMENT
ALBANY REGIONAL
Friday’s first round
California vs. Virginia, 4
South Carolina vs. N.C. A&T, 6:30
Saturday’s first round
UConn vs. St Francis (Pa.), 10*
Duke vs. Belmont, 10*
Florida State vs. Little Rock, 10*
Miami vs. Quinnipiac, 12:30
Georgia vs. Mercer, 12:30
South Florida vs. Buffalo, 12:30
SPOKANE REGIONAL
Friday’s first round
DePaul vs. Oklahoma, 11*
Texas A&M vs. Drake, 1:30
Green Bay vs. Minnesota, 4
Notre Dame vs. CS Northridge, 4
S. Dakota St. vs. Villanova, 6:30
Oregon vs. Seattle, 6:30
Saturday’s first round
LSU vs. Central Michigan, 10*
Ohio State vs. Geo. Wash., 12:30
KANSAS CITY REGIONAL
Friday’s first round
Maryland vs. Princeton, 11*
NC State vs. Elon, 1:30
Saturday’s first round
Syracuse vs. Oklahoma State, 2:30
UCLA vs. American, 2:30
Arizona State vs. Nebraska, 2:30
Mississippi State vs. Nicholls, 5
Iowa vs. Creighton, 5
Texas vs. Maine, 5
LEXINGTON REGIONAL
Friday’s first round
Louisville vs. Boise State, 11*
Oregon State vs. Western Kentucky, 11*
Marquette vs. Dayton, 1:30
Tennessee vs. Liberty, 1:30
Michigan vs. Northern Colorado, 4
Baylor (31-1) vs. Grambling (19-13), 6:30

Saturday’s first round
Missouri vs. Fla Gulf Coast, 2:30
Stanford vs. Gonzaga, 5

WOMEN’S POSTSEASON NIT
Thursday’s first round
Michigan State 81, Cincinnati 75
Purdue 48. IUPUI 46
Ball State 69, Middle Tennessee State 60
Indiana 74, UT Martin 50
West Virginia 83, Bucknell 50
Radford 63. Penn State 62 (OT)
James Madison 60, ETSU 52
St. John’s 68, Marist 47
Duquesne 69, Miami (Ohio) 56
Georgia Tech 85, Bethune-Cookman 32
UAB 60, Chattanooga 50
TCU 80, Lamar 68
Missouri State 63, La. Tech 59
S. Dakota 65, Houston 58
Rice 71, Texas State 60
Milwaukee 81, N. Iowa 67
Kansas State 75, St. Louis 61
Wyoming 67, New Mexico St. 59
Colorado St. 67, W. Illinois 64
UC Davis 82, Idaho 62
N. Mexico 82, St. Mary's 80
Utah 78, UNLV 68
Friday’s first round
Wright State (23-10) at Toledo (17-14), 6
Albany (NY) (24-7) at Penn (21-8), 6
Del. (19-12) at Georgetown (15-15), 6
Harvard (18-10) at Fordham (22-9), 6
Robert Morris (25-7) at Drexel (26-7), 6
SFA (25-6) at George Mason (23-9), 6
Navy (25-7) at Virginia Tech (18-13), 6
Saturday’s second round
Missouri St (21-11) at TCU (20-12), noon
Radford (24-8) at JamesMadison (22-10), 6
Sunday’s second round
Milwaukee (21-11) at Indiana (18-14), 1
Purdue (19-13) at Ball State (25-6), 1
Colo. St (21-11) at S. Dakota (27-6), 1
UAB (27-6) at Georgia Tech (19-13), 1
UCF (22-10) vs. Alabama (18-13), 2
UC Davis (26-6) atWyoming (22-10), 3
St. Joseph’s (19-14) atW. Virginia (22-11), 3
Utah (18-13) at Kansas State (17-15), 5
Monday’s second round
Wright St/Toledo at Michigan St (18-13), 6
Duquesne (24-7)atDelaware/Georgetown,6
Tuesday’s second round
Rice (23-9) at NewMexico (24-10), 8

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
INVITATIONAL
Thursday’s first round
Furman 65, UNC Asheville 64
Yale 68, Northeastern 58
S. Alabama 49, Stetson 33
Weber State 66, Texas Southern 56
C. Arkansas 51, SIU-Edwardsville 39
Nevada 70, UC Irvine 60

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

BNP PARIBAS OPEN
In Indian Wells, Calif.; hard-outdoor
Men’s quarterfinals
#1 Roger Federer d.
#23 Chung Hyeon, 7-5, 6-1

Borna Coric d.
#7 Kevin Anderson, 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (3)
Women’s quarterfinals
#8 Venus Williams d.
#27 Carla Suarez Navarro, 6-3, 6-2

#20 Daria Kasatkina d.
#10 Angelique Kerber, 6-0, 6-2

TENNIS

TEAM FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU

CALENDAR
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BOYS BASKETBALL
STATE TOURNAMENT
Friday’s semifinals
3A, Marian Catholic (25-5) vs.
Morgan Park (23-9), 11:15 a.m.

3A, Springfield Southeast (28-3) vs.
North Chicago (22-8), 1 p.m.

4A, Belleville West (30-2) vs.
Larkin (24-8), 5:30 p.m.

4A, Evanston (26-5) vs.
Young (27-7), 7:15 p.m.
Saturday’s schedule
3A third place, 11:15 a.m.
3A championship, 1 p.m.
4A third place, 5:30 p.m.
4A championship, 7:15 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOLS

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV
Nashville 70 46 14 10 102 228 174 25-7-4 21-7-6 16-4-2
Winnipeg 71 41 19 10 94 236 187 25-7-2 17-13-7 12-8-2
Minnesota 70 39 24 7 85 217 203 24-6-6 15-18-1 11-11-0
Dallas 71 38 26 7 83 205 190 24-10-3 14-17-3 11-12-0
Colorado 70 38 24 8 84 224 204 24-8-2 13-17-6 10-9-3
St. Louis 70 37 28 5 79 194 186 20-15-0 17-3-5 9-10-3
BLACKHAWKS 71 30 33 8 68 201 213 17-15-3 13-18-5 7-10-2

PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV
Vegas 70 45 20 5 95 238 195 24-8-2 21-12-3 16-3-2
San Jose 70 38 23 9 85 207 192 21-11-3 17-12-6 17-4-3
Los Angeles 71 39 26 6 84 208 178 19-13-3 20-13-3 11-10-4
Anaheim 71 35 24 12 82 198 193 20-10-5 15-14-7 11-6-7
Calgary 71 35 26 10 80 198 206 15-16-4 20-10-6 10-7-3
Edmonton 70 30 35 5 65 196 226 16-17-3 14-18-2 13-9-1
Vancouver 71 25 37 9 59 183 232 12-17-6 14-19-3 6-15-1
Arizona 70 23 36 11 57 169 225 14-19-4 9-17-7 7-10-6

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV
Tampa Bay 70 48 18 4 100 257 198 25-7-2 23-11-2 15-6-2
Boston 69 44 17 8 96 232 179 25-7-4 19-9-4 14-5-2
Toronto 71 42 22 7 91 239 204 24-8-2 18-14-5 12-6-3
Florida 68 35 25 8 77 208 212 22-9-4 13-16-4 11-5-3
Montreal 71 26 33 12 64 182 226 17-11-8 9-22-4 10-7-5
Detroit 71 26 35 11 63 182 218 13-14-8 13-20-3 6-13-4
Ottawa 69 25 33 11 61 193 240 14-14-6 11-19-5 8-11-4
Buffalo 70 22 36 12 56 167 229 10-20-5 12-16-7 10-8-3

METRO GP W L OT PTS GF GA HOME AWAY DIV
Washington 70 40 23 7 87 216 205 24-9-2 16-14-5 12-6-3
Pittsburgh 72 41 26 5 87 237 218 26-8-1 15-18-4 15-6-1
Philadelphia 71 35 25 11 81 208 212 17-13-6 18-12-5 9-7-5
Columbus 71 38 28 5 81 198 198 23-11-2 15-17-3 13-10-3
New Jersey 70 36 26 8 80 212 211 18-14-3 18-12-5 12-9-1
Carolina 70 30 29 11 71 188 218 16-13-6 14-16-5 8-9-5
N.Y. Rangers 71 32 32 7 71 205 227 20-13-4 12-19-3 9-8-3
N.Y. Islanders 70 30 30 10 70 225 252 16-13-4 14-17-6 10-10-2
Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss. Top three teams in each division
and two wild cards per conference advance to playoffs. *-late game not included

THURSDAY’S RESULTS
WINNIPEG 6, Blackhawks 2
Washington 7, N.Y. ISLANDERS 3
Columbus 5, PHILADELPHIA 3
Toronto 5, BUFFALO 2
Pittsburgh 5, MONTREAL 3,
FLORIDA 3, Boston 0
Colorado 4, ST. LOUIS 1
Nashville 3, ARIZONA 2
LOS ANGELES 4, Detroit 1
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
N.Y. Islanders at Washington, 6
Dallas at Ottawa, 6:30
Nashville at Colorado, 8
San Jose at Calgary, 8

Detroit at Anaheim, 9
Minnesota at Vegas, 9:30

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
Toronto 6, Dallas 5 (SO)
N.Y. Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 3 (OT)
San Jose 4, Edmonton 3 (OT)
New Jersey 8, VEGAS 3
ANAHEIM 3, Vancouver 0

home team in CAPS

CALENDAR
April 7: Last day of regular season.
April 11: Playoffs begin.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF
x-Toronto 51 17 .750 — 10-0 W-10 28-5 23-12 34-8
x-Boston 46 22 .676 5 6-4 L-2 23-13 23-9 29-15
Philadelphia 37 30 .552 131⁄2 5-5 W-1 20-11 17-19 23-18
New York 24 45 .348 271⁄2 1-9 L-9 16-17 8-28 12-28
Brooklyn 21 47 .309 30 2-8 L-2 12-23 9-24 14-26

SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF
Washington 39 30 .565 — 5-5 W-1 19-15 20-15 25-18
Miami 36 33 .522 3 6-4 L-2 20-13 16-20 25-18
Charlotte 30 39 .435 9 4-6 W-1 19-17 11-22 18-23
Orlando 21 48 .304 18 3-7 W-1 14-18 7-30 13-28
Atlanta 20 49 .290 19 2-8 L-5 15-22 5-27 9-35

CENTRAL W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF
Indiana 40 29 .580 — 6-4 L-1 23-13 17-16 30-17
Cleveland 39 29 .574 1⁄2 4-6 L-1 22-11 17-18 27-14
Milwaukee 36 32 .529 4 3-7 L-1 21-14 15-18 22-22
Detroit 30 38 .441 91⁄2 2-8 L-2 21-14 9-24 19-26
BULLS 24 44 .353 151⁄2 4-6 W-1 15-19 9-25 18-22

WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF
x-Houston 54 14 .794 — 9-1 W-3 27-6 27-8 34-8
New Orleans 39 29 .574 15 7-3 L-1 18-14 21-15 20-21
San Antonio 39 30 .565 151⁄2 4-6 W-2 25-8 14-22 22-20
Dallas 22 46 .324 32 4-6 W-1 14-22 8-24 12-33
Memphis 18 50 .265 36 0-10 L-19 13-23 5-27 15-27

NORTHWEST W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF
Portland 42 26 .618 — 10-0 W-11 24-11 18-15 25-15
Oklahoma City 41 29 .586 2 7-3 W-4 24-11 17-18 24-20
Minnesota 40 29 .580 21⁄2 5-5 W-2 26-8 14-21 29-13
Utah 39 30 .565 31⁄2 9-1 W-8 23-11 16-19 25-16
Denver 38 31 .551 41⁄2 5-5 W-1 27-10 11-21 24-22

PACIFIC W L PCT GB L10 STK HOME AWAY CONF
x-Golden State 52 16 .765 — 8-2 W-1 27-7 25-9 29-13
L.A. Clippers 37 30 .552 141⁄2 7-3 L-1 20-14 17-16 22-20
L.A. Lakers 31 37 .456 21 7-3 L-1 18-15 13-22 15-27
Sacramento 22 47 .319 301⁄2 4-6 W-1 12-22 10-25 10-33
Phoenix 19 51 .271 34 1-9 L-7 9-25 10-26 13-31
x-clinched playoff spot through Thursday

THURSDAY’S RESULTS
Bulls 111, MEMPHIS 110
Toronto 106, INDIANA 99
Charlotte 129, ATLANTA 117
Philadelphia 118, NEW YORK 110
HOUSTON 101, L.A. Clippers 96
SAN ANTONIO 98, New Orleans 93
DENVER 120, Detroit 113
UTAH 116, Phoenix 88
PORTLAND 113, Cleveland 105
FRIDAY’S SCHEDULE
Boston at Orlando, 6
Brooklyn at Philadelphia, 6
Dallas at Toronto, 6:30

L.A. Clippers at Oklahoma City, 7
Miami at L.A. Lakers, 9:30
Sacramento at Golden State, 9:30
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
ORLANDO 126, Milwaukee 117
Wash. 125, BOSTON 124 (2OT)
SACRA. 123, Miami 119 (OT)
GOLDEN ST. 117, L.A. Lakers 106

home team in CAPS
CALENDAR
April 11-14: Portsmouth Invitational
Tournament (Portsmouth, Va.).
April 11: Regular Season ends.
April 14: Playoffs begin.

DIAMONDBACKS 3, CUBS 2
ARI AB R HBI CUBS AB R H BI

JDysn rf 3 0 0 0 AlmJr. cf 3 0 0 0
Hzlbkr rf 1 0 0 0 CBurks cf 1 0 0 0
COwngs 3b3 0 0 0 KBrynt 3b 3 0 1 0
J.Mrphy c 1 0 0 0 Navrro 1b 1 0 0 0
Hrrmn dh 3 0 0 0 Rizzo 1b 3 0 0 0
RFlres ph 1 1 1 1 Solis c 1 0 0 0
CWlkr 1b 3 1 1 1 Russell ss 3 0 0 0
A.Avila c 3 0 0 0 Bckmyr ph1 0 0 0
I.Vrgas 3b 1 0 0 0 Zobrist 2b3 0 0 0
YTomas lf 3 0 2 0 Schwbr lf 3 1 1 0
C.Pello pr 1 0 1 0 Hywrd rf 3 1 1 2
Dscalso 2b3 1 1 0 Cratini c 2 0 1 0
KNgron 2b 1 0 0 0 LaStlla 3b 1 0 1 0
Ahmed ss 3 0 1 1 Hndrks sp2 0 0 0
S.Brito cf 3 0 0 0 Court ss 1 0 0 0
TOTALS 33 3 7 3 TOTALS 31 2 5 2

Arizona 001 000 002—3
CUBS 020 000 000—2

LOB:Ari 4, CUBS2. 2B:Ahmed (4), Bryant
(2). HR: Flores (1), Walker (3), Heyward
(1). SB: Puello (1). CS: La Stella (1).
ARIZONA IP H R ER BB SO

Ray 5 4 2 2 0 4
Feliz 1 0 0 0 0 0
Chafin 1 0 0 0 0 2
Boxbrgr,W (1-0) 1 1 0 0 0 2
Bastardo, S (1-1) 1 0 0 0 0 1
CUBS IP H R ER BB SO

Hendricks 6 3 1 1 0 7
Ryan H, 1 2 1 0 0 1 1
Perakslis L, (0-1) 1 3 2 2 0 0
Ground Balls-Fly Balls: Ray 6-5; Feliz 2-1;
Chafin 0-1; Boxberger 0-0; Bastardo 0-2;
Hendricks 5-6; Ryan 1-3; Perakslis 0-3.
Batters faced: Ray 19, Feliz 3, Chafin 3,
Boxberger 3, Bastardo 3, Hendricks 21,
Ryan 7, Perakslis 6
Umpires: Home, Kerwin Danley; First,
Mike Winters; Second, Brian Gorman;
Third, Doug Eddings. T: 2:27. A: 15,829

WHITE SOX 7, ANGELS 2
WSOX AB R HBI LAA AB R H BI

LGrcia ss 5 1 3 2 Yng Jr. cf 3 1 2 0
Skole 3b 5 1 1 2 Gibbons rf 1 0 0 0
Dvdsn 1b 4 0 0 0 CYoung rf 3 0 1 1
Leonard 3b1 0 0 0 Way lf 1 0 0 0
Gllspie dh 4 0 0 0 Rvera c 3 0 0 0
Rose ph 1 0 0 0 Jstus pr 1 0 1 0
Cordell cf 4 0 1 1 Crter 1b 3 1 1 1
KSmith c 4 1 2 0 Thiss 1b 1 0 0 0
JElmre 2b 3 1 2 1 Frndz dh 3 0 0 0
Alvarez 2b 1 0 0 0 Grterl ph 1 0 0 0
JMay lf 3 1 1 0 Cowart 3b 3 0 1 0
Polo rf 2 2 1 0 Jhnsn 3b 1 0 0 0

Fltcher ss 2 0 0 0
CPerez c 2 0 1 0
Liriano lf 4 0 0 0
Walsh 2b 2 0 0 0
Unroe 2b 1 0 0 0

TOTALS 37 711 6 TOTALS 35 2 7 2

WHITE SOX 004 110 001—7
L.A. Angels 200 000 000—2

E:Garcia (2), Bridwell (1).DP: SOX1, LAA
0. LOB: SOX 6, LAA 6. 2B: Garcia 2 (3),
Skole (5), Elmore (1). 3B: Garcia (3),
Cordell (2), Young Jr. (3). HR: Carter (4).
SB: Young Jr. (4), Cowart (2).
WHITE SOX IP H R ER BB SO

GiolitoW (1-0) 51⁄3 5 2 2 0 4
Avilan 2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Farquhar 1 0 0 0 0 2
Soria 1 1 0 0 0 0
Bummer 1 1 0 0 0 0
LOS ANGELES IP H R ER BB SO

Bridwell L (0-1) 42⁄3 7 5 5 2 2
Pena 1⁄3 2 1 1 0 1
Johnson 1 0 0 0 0 1
Ramirez 1 0 0 0 0 2
Morales 2 2 1 1 0 3
WP: Bridwell. Balk: Giolito.
Umpires: Home, Ramon De Jesus; First,
Bruce Dreckman; Second, Ted Barrett;
Third, Alfonso Marquez. T: 2:48. A: 6,083

PGA ARNOLD PALMER
INVITATIONAL
1st of 4 rds; At BayHill Club
& Lodge; Orlando, Fla.;
7,419 yds; Par 72
64 (-8)
Henrik Stenson 33-31
65 (-7)
Aaron Wise 31-34
Talor Gooch 33-32
67 (-5)
Jimmy Walker 35-32
Rickie Fowler 34-33
Bryson DeChambeau34-33
68 (-4)
Patrick Reed 33-35
Tiger Woods 35-33
Byeong Hun An 34-34
Billy Horschel 35-33
Brian Harman 35-33
J.B. Holmes 34-34
69 (-3)
Brandon Harkins 34-35
Justin Rose 31-38
Graeme McDowell 35-34
Zach Johnson 35-34
Tommy Fleetwood 34-35
Rory McIlroy 32-37
Emiliano Grillo 35-34

LPGA FOUNDER’S CUP
1st of 4 rds; Wildfire GC;
Phoenix; 6,656 yds; Par: 72
67 (-5)
Chella Choi 35-32
Karine Icher 31-36
68 (-4)
Hee Young Park 35-33
Cydney Clanton 35-33
Mariajo Uribe 34-34
Lizette Salas 34-34
Inbee Park 34-34
Ariya Jutanugarn 34-34
69 (-3)
Katherine Kirk 36-33
Pornanong Phatlum 36-33
Maude A. Leblanc 36-33
Sung Hyun Park 33-36
Jessica Korda 37-32
Anna Nordqvist 34-35
Dani Holmqvist 32-37
Alison Lee 34-35
ALSO: 70 (-2)
Michelle Wie 36-34
71 (-1)
Morgan Pressel 39-32
72 (even)
Br. Henderson 35-37
Brittany Lincicome 35-37

Ernie Els 36-33
Sam Burns 34-35
70 (-2)
Bubba Watson 35-35
William McGirt 35-35
Hideki Matsuyama 36-34
Ryan Armour 37-33
Paul Goydos 36-34
Marc Leishman 35-35
Matt Every 35-35
Tyrrell Hatton 36-34
Kevin Chappell 34-36
Sam Horsfield 37-33
71 (-1)
Beau Hossler 36-35
Kyle Stanley 36-35
Padraig Harrington 37-34
Grayson Murray 36-35
Tyler Duncan 37-34
Ryan Moore 34-37
Charley Hoffman 36-35
Alex Noren 35-36
Jason Kokrak 36-35
Tom Hoge 35-36
Curtis Luck 34-37
Kevin Na 35-36
Ollie Schniederjans 36-35
James Hahn 36-35
Chris Kirk 36-35
Luke List 34-37

GOLF
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WhileDanMcNeil
was on the airmaking
his third career debut on
WSCR-AM670,The
Score’smanagementwas
celebrating itsmajor
free-agent acquisition.

JimmydeCastro,
senior vice president and
marketmanager for
EntercomCommunica-

tions’ Chicago radio stations, andMitch
Rosen,WSCR-AM’s operations director,
knowMcNeil.

They knowwhat he can do, both pos-
itive and negative, and they feel positive.

“He’s hungry.He’s humbled,” Rosen said
Wednesday. “Listen, amonth ago, hewas
selling cars inNorthwest Indiana.He’s
hungry to prove to everybody that he still is
on top of his game,which I believe he is.”

The risk-reward of bringing inMcNeil—
who’s very goodwhenhe’s good and sus-
pended or cashieredwhenhe’s bad— is
just one aspect of the upheaval of the
WSCRweekday lineup.

Other issues involve politics and diver-
sity, so you know, nothing too controver-
sial, as deCastro has pursuedwhat he
called “a fresher approach”with a “combi-
nation of youth and experience.”

McNeil has been pairedwithDanny
Parkins,who a decade agowas an intern
for him.Theywill hold down the 1-6 p.m.
slotwhenCubs broadcasts don’t pre-empt
them.

Leftwithout a partner isMatt Spiegel,
whohad beenworkingmiddayswith
Parkins since Parkins’ return home from
KansasCity,Mo., last year. Themove also
displaced JasonGoff, whohad been paired
withDanBernstein.

JoiningBernstein is ConnorMcKnight,
once hired byWSCRas part of a talent-
search promotion butmost recentlyWhite
Sox pregame andpostgamehost onWLS-
AM890.

When askedwhat the station hopes to
getwith the newalignments that it didn’t
getwithGoff and Spiegel, deCastro said
only: “I don’t think it’s specific to those
two.”

It has been suggested that a factor in the
changeswas that the afternoon showwith
Bernstein andGoffwas too political.

“My opinion on that iswe’re a sports
station,” deCastro said. “The truth of the
matter iswe think they need to be talking
about sports.”

Goff’s removal fromThe Score’s regular
weekday lineup represents a 50 percent
decline in the number of African-American
hosts in prime slots. The station also is light
on the perspectives of Asians andHispan-
ics and could featuremorewomen.

Rosen noted that JulieDiCaro andUSA
Today’sMaggieHendricks host aweekend
show.AnddeCastro said the station has
interviewed otherwomen recently.

DeCastro cited the overall diversity of
Entercom’sChicago lineup,which includes
the reformatted Jams 104.3 (akaWBMX-
FM104.3, formallyWJMK-FM) andB96
(WBBM-FM96.3).

But the lack of diversity at The Score,
while hardly uncommon across themedia
landscape, comeswhen sports rosters and
fans seem to be as diverse as ever.

“A very fair point,” deCastro said,who
then cited the potential for additional
daytime exposure forweeknight host Lau-
renceHolmes.

“We’re talking about having him fill in
and grow,” deCastro said. “We’re talking
aboutmaybe poppingGoff inwith him
from time to time because they like each
other and knoweach otherwell.”

Holmes has been doing solidwork long
enough that everyone— in local sports
media and in the audience – knowshim
well.

philrosenthal@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@phil_rosenthal

WSCR aware
of both risks,
rewards ahead
McNeil’s return won’t solve all
of station’s issues with lineup

Phil
Rosenthal

On media

MEDIA

fielded questions, a common themequickly
emerged. They’re really excited aboutNagy.

Robinson likedwhat he saw in theChiefs
offensewithNagy as the coordinator.

“Itwas a good fit forme,”Robinson said.
“When you look at the possible situations,
once they hiredCoachNagy you kind of see
the offense that he runs, you knowhow
everything gets runwith the quarterback
situation… therewere a lot of factors that
played inmy favor.

“CoachNagy’s one of those guyswho
just breathes positive energy.Hehasmade
me feelwelcome, confident in being here,
confident in the direction this organization
is going.”

Gabriel got a scouting report on the
offense and the coach fromhis friend,
Chiefs running backCharcandrickWest,
andwanted to come toChicago.

“I had a few interests in free agency but
(with) theBears itwas justNagy’s offense,”
Gabriel said. “Just his creativity and the
things that he didwhenhewaswith the
Chiefs. I feel like forme itwas a no-brainer.

“Smoothdude,man. I like his swag a
little bit. It’s nice. Just his offensivemind.
Meeting him the first time, it felt like I
knewhim for a long time.”

Daniel,who spent three seasonswith the
Chief as a backupquarterback, is the only
addition to have spent timewithNagy
before. The addition of the journeyman is a
significantmove as he bringswith hima
keenunderstanding of the offense, some-
thing thatwill helpMitchTrubisky in the
meeting roomandon the field.

“Out of all the teams Iwas talking to
when free agency began, thatwas the big-
gest key forme,my relationshipwithMatt,”
Daniel said. “Not only that, but hiswife
Stacey andhis kids, too.Mywife and Stacey
are friends, so I think thatwas a big selling
point forme.Obviously being in the
quarterback room inKansasCitywith him
for three years and just really forging a
really great relationship—wehad kept in
contact evenwhen Iwas inPhilly andNew
Orleans. And just knowinghis next step in
his careerwould be to be a head coach, I
never thought I’d be playing for him.”

Burton said stabilitywas important to
him.Heplayed through a coaching change
in college at Florida and then theEagles
changed coaches after his second season.
Hewanted to find a teamwhere the coach
waswell entrenched, andEagles coach
DougPedersonwas effusive in his praise of
Nagy toBurton.

“(Nagy) had somuch juice on the
phone,” Burton said. “It kind of broughtme
back.HimandDoug are really similar and
I’m really looking forward to getting to
knowhima little bitmore andhis family, as
well.”

Parkey referencedNagy and special
teams coordinatorChrisTabor in his deci-
sion to pick theBears over theDolphins. It
would be one thing if all five playerswere
sitting together, piggybacking off one an-
other’s remarks. But they came in individu-
ally and themessages had a common
theme.

“It’s a good feelingwhen youknowplay-
erswant to be here, you know?”Pace said.
“And you can feel that. I think it startswith
our staff you knowwithMattNagy, and our
quarterback and the city of Chicago. There
was a different vibe this year.”

Even cornerbackPrinceAmukamara,
who re-signed a three-year contract to stay,
cited the newcoach, explaining hewent to
dinnerwithNagy, Pace anddefensive coor-
dinatorVic Fangio last Friday.

“I toldmy agentChicagowaswhere I
wanted to be,” he said during a teleconfer-
ence. “I didn’twant to hear fromany other
teams.”

It’s a newday and there’smore than
moneymakingHalasHall an attractive
destination.Maybe it’s a prelude to awin-
ning culture.

bmbiggs@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@BradBiggs

BEARS

Coach Nagy’s
enthusiasm
lures free agents
Biggs, from Page 1

HIGH SCHOOLS

Fifteen years after then-Chicago Pub-
lic Schools CEOArneDuncan paved the
way for the Public League to send more
than one basketball team to the state
finals, the move continues to pay off
better than anyone in the city couldhave
imagined.

Last season, three Public League boys
teams won IHSA championships in the
four-class tournament.

Orr repeated Saturday as Class 2A
champion, and this weekend Morgan
Park and Young have a chance to go
back-to-back in 3A and4A, respectively.

It’s a far cry from the 1990s and early
2000s,when thePublicLeaguehadonly
two titles over 12 seasons. At least one
CPS school has won a championship
every year since 2006, with multiple
winners four times over that span.

“I don’t know if I saw (the Public
League) being this successful,” said
Young coach Tyrone Slaughter, whose
team is seeking its third 4A title in five
seasons. “But I did know one thing: If
youputmore of us in the pool, therewas
a greater possibility that more of us
would have an opportunity towin.”

Under the old system, the winner of
the Public League playoffs earned an
automatic bid to the Class AA state
quarterfinals. In 2003, the guaranteed
berth was dropped and Public League
teams started to go through the same
postseason route as their private and
suburban counterparts, according to
enrollment.Then in2008, thenumberof
classeswas doubled from two to four.

Those changes have been a boon for
city basketball.

“Iwouldn’thaveastatechampionship
had we kept the old format in place,”
Slaughter said. “Orrwouldnothavewon
achampionship.MorganParkwouldnot
have won two of their championships.
That’s not to suggest the schools that

won the city championships would not
have gone on towin (state). But I can tell
you those schoolswould not havewon.”

That’s the case again this year. Sime-
on, the state’s consensusNo. 1 team,won
the Public League tournament but lost
71-66 in overtime Tuesday to Young in
theChicago State Supersectional.

Morgan Park coach Nick Irvin noted
the cyclical nature of the sport, citing
Peoria Manual’s four consecutive Class
AA titles from 1994-97.

“This is not a given,” Irvin said of the
Public League’s current dominance.
“Downstate schools are really good.”

But Irvin, who is chasing his fourth
state title in six seasons, likes the current
arrangement.

“I’mmad they didn’t open it upwhen
I was playing,” he joked. “(But) I’m glad
ArneDuncan opened it up.”

One consequence of the old system
was teams running out of gas in the state
finals after surviving the Public League
playoff gauntlet.

“Getting out of the city is difficult,”
Slaughter said. “If I get out of ... the
Public League playoffs, I’m battered and
bruised by the time I get to Peoria or
Champaign. ...

“Chicago is the basketball dynasty,
andwe continue to live up to that year in
and year out.”

mclark@tribpub.com
Twitter@mikeclarkpreps

Tamell Pearson holds the trophy after Morgan Park’s Class 3A supersectional win.

MIKE MANTUCCA/DAILY SOUTHTOWN

BOYS BASKETBALL

More IHSA titles
in Public domain
Restructed tournament
benefits Chicago ‘dynasty’

ByMike Clark | Daily Southtown

STATE FINALS
At Carver Arena, Peoria
Friday’s games
Class 3A
Morgan Park vs. Marian Catholic, 11:15 a.m.
Springfield SE vs. North Chicago, 1 p.m.
Class 4A
Belleville West vs. Larkin, 5:30 p.m.
Evanston vs. Young, 7:15 p.m.
Saturday’s games
Class 3A
Third place, 11:15 a.m. | Final, 1 p.m.
Class 4A
Third place, 5:30 p.m. | Final, 7:15 p.m.
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BEARS

The lastof the24questions firedatRyan
PaceonThursdayatHalasHallwasdirect.
With the Bears’ early productivity in free
agency this week, did the fourth-year
general manager suddenly see his team
close to contending for a playoff spot?

Wisely, Pace pumped the brakes.
“We just started the offseason acquisi-

tion period now,” he said. “We’re only one
day into (free agency). Let’s take it step by
step. The excitement for the draft is right
around the corner and that’s our primary
mode for adding talent to our team.”

Fair point. Proper reminder.
March in the NFL is a time to

contemplate possibility, to let hope roam
free. So it’s easy to get caught up in the
festive nature of gatherings like Thurs-
day’swhentheBearsparadedoutaquintet
of free-agent newcomers. Receivers Allen
Robinson and Taylor Gabriel. Tight end
Trey Burton. Quarterback Chase Daniel.
KickerCodyParkey.

At first blush, it sure seems like an
infusion of promising talent that will give
quarterback Mitch Trubisky, new coach
Matt Nagy and the entire team a greater
chance of succeeding.

Pace spoke glowingly about what each
player should offer. The new arrivals, in
turn, praised the direction they felt from
the franchise.

“We’re going tobe a good team for years
to come,” Parkey asserted.

It’s an annual procession where the
participantschangebut thethemesremain

similar.
Three-hundred-seventydaysearlier the

Bears held a similar introductory meet-
and-greet in the same room for the
headliners of their 2017 free-agent class:
Mike Glennon, MarkusWheaton, Quintin
Demps andDion Sims.

It has been well documented how that
turned out.

“There’s risk with free agency,” Pace
acknowledged Thursday. “You’re not go-
ing to hit home runs all the time.
Unfortunately, some of those didn’t work
out.”

So what gives the Bears GM a different
excitement about this class?

“We talked about being able to quickly
addweapons to our offense,” he said. “And
I feel likewe’ve definitely done that.”

The operative word there is offense.
More specificallyNagy’s offense, a creative
and aggressive attack that spreads the ball
around. That was a draw for Robinson as
he watched how the Chiefs offense ran
underNagy’s direction.

“You see a lot of big plays, you see some
dink-and-dunk plays, you see everybody
being involved,” Robinson said. “It’s some-
thing that just looked fun to play in.”

That was also a draw for Burton, who
spent the last two seasons in a similar
system with the Eagles under Doug
Pederson.

“I sawhow successful thatwas,” Burton
said. “All you need is a couple of weapons
and a quarterbackwho can handle all of it.
I think that’s exactlywhatwe have here in
Chicago.”

Thatquarterback, of course, isTrubisky,
whose rookie season growth has left
everyone at Halas Hall with sincere
optimism about where he’s headed. And
having a promising young quarterback
locked in for the long haul was something

new Pace was able to sell as he offered his
2018 free agency sales pitch.

“There’s excitement around the league
with Mitch,” Pace said. “Not just for the
talent that he has but also the person he is.
Let’s be honest. Players pay attention to
who the quarterback is and who they’re
going to potentially pairwith.”

Trubisky should be excited with the
added firepower he’s being given to spark
an offense that finished 30th in yardage
and 29th in scoring last season. Robinson,
who erupted for 1,400 yards and 14
touchdowns in 2015, offers a big-play
weapon on the outside. Pace praised the
24-year-old receiver’s physicality and
savvy.

Burton is a pass-catching tight endwith
a proven ability to create separation.
Gabriel, meanwhile, sees himself as a guy
who can be utilized a variety of ways
depending onwhat opposing defenses are
keying on.

“That’s football 101,”hesaid. “Whenyou
create thosemismatches, youwin.”

Pace has been convinced since January
that the Nagy-Trubisky combination will
propel theBears forwardquickly. So itwas
notable Thursday to hear the newcomers’
impressions of their newcoach.

“Smooth dude, man,” Gabriel said. “I
like his swag a little bit.”

Added Robinson: “Coach Nagy’s one of
those guys who just breathes positive
energy. … He has made me feel welcome,
confident in being here, confident in the
direction this organization is going.”

That certainly counts for something,
even with the acknowledgment that the
Bears remain in theveryearlystagesof this
latest reboot.

dwiederer@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@danwiederer

“It’s something that just looked fun to play in,” new Bears wide receiver Allen Robinson said of coach Matt Nagy’s offense.

STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

New class, new hope
Free-agent arrivals have
potential to help boost
revamped Bears offense
By DanWiederer | Chicago Tribune

When the Bears introduced their five
new free agents Thursday at Halas Hall,
ChaseDanielwas the only player theyhope
won’t seemeaningful action this season.

That’s not so much a knock on Daniel’s
abilities as aquarterback as anacknowledg-
ment of why the Bears are guaranteeing
him $7 million over the next two seasons.
And Daniel, a career backup who has
started just two games in a nine-year NFL
career, is quick to accept his primary duty
beyond being prepared to play in an
emergency.

Help second-year quarterback Mitch
Trubisky excel.

Daniel has rare qualifications for that
role becauseheplayed three seasons for the
Chiefs while new Bears coach Matt Nagy
was an assistant. He also played for the
Eagles in 2016 under Doug Pederson, who
likeNagy is a product of Chiefs coachAndy
Reid’s coaching tree.

Nagy’s offense still is being developed,
and much of it is going to be new to
Trubisky. Daniel’s ability to help with the
transition will be “huge,” general manager
RyanPace said.

Whenaskedwhat it takes toexcel in such
an offense, Daniel had a quick answer — “a
brain.”

“It’s very quarterback-intensive,” he said.
“It’s not just go out there and throw to the
open guy.We’re going to spend a lot of time
in the classroom, a lot of time in walk-
throughs, a lot of time just going through
thespecificsof thisoffense. It’s very specific
from a quarterback perspective in terms of
splits by receivers, what route does a tight
end have on this concept, where the
running back is, the depth of a running
back.…Asaquarterback,we’re supposed to
know that stuff. I’m looking forward to
teachingMitchell.”

Daniel’s workwith Trubisky will be a bit
of a departure from his norm of working
with more-seasoned quarterbacks, though
he backed upCarsonWentzwhen hewas a
rookie in ’16.HebackedupDrewBreesover
five seasonswith the Saints, including 2017,
and he backed up Alex Smith with the
Chiefs for three seasons.

Pace likes that Daniel has worked with a
quarterback of Brees’ stature, and Daniel
said he took a lot away from Brees about
preparation and film study. Now he will
pass on suchnotes toTrubisky.

“Your number one job in that room is to
get the starter ready, no matter what,”
Daniel said, “because that’s a hallmark for
me of a good quarterback. Whatever it
takes, whatever the starterwants to do, you
have to conform to that. I’ve beenwith a lot
of different guys who do things a lot of
differentways.”

Daniel spoke to Trubisky after he signed
his deal, worth potentially $10 million, on
Wednesday and said “he’s as excited to get
towork as am I.”

For Daniel, work also means preparing
for the situation nobody wants to see —
Trubisky being unable to play for some
reason. Daniel has attempted just three
passes over the last three seasons and has
completed 51 of 78 for 480 yards in his
career.

But perhaps thatmakes his ability to stay
relevant in theNFLall themore impressive.

“I’m going on Year 10,” Daniel said. “If
you would have told me that when I came
out of college, I would have said you’re
crazy.However,we’veputourselves ingood
situations, and when I have played, I’ve
playedwell in the two starts that I have.

“No one’s really gotten hurt so I haven’t
gotten an opportunity, and that just is what
it is. Forme, I prepare like a starter week in
and week out, watch just about as much
film as anyone and I’m looking forward to
bringingMitch alongwithme.”

ckane@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@ChiTribKane

No. 2 QB
Daniel OK
with role
as mentor
Career backup accepts top job
will be to help Trubisky excel

By Colleen Kane | Chicago Tribune

BearsgeneralmanagerRyanPaceandhis
five new free agents spoke formore than an
hour Thursday at Halas Hall about the
potential they see for the team in 2018.
Here’swhatwe learned.

Burton can top ‘Philly Special’
Burton, 26, described the last two

months of his life as a “whirlwind” as he
celebrated a Super Bowl victory with the
Eagles, fielded praise for his touchdown
pass on a trick play in the game and then
delved into free agency.

So how does he top that celebrated play
dubbed the “Philly Special”?

“Do it again here in Chicago,” Burton
said.

“It’s going to be hard to top this year,
honestly.Winning the Super Bowl. Just the
craziness and the joy and the stuff that goes
alongwith all of that. Then becoming a free

agent and obviously getting to choose
where Iwanted to play.”

Undrafted out of Florida, Burton has
made quite the climb from accepting his
role playing mostly on special teams in his
first two seasons and then dwelling in the
shadows of Pro Bowler Zach Ertz. Now he
hasa four-yeardealworthupto$32million.

“You never know what the market is
going to be,” Burton said. “But I know one
thing is that I owe almost everything in my
football career to those guys. I am ex-
tremely thankful to (fellow tight ends
Brent)Celek andErtz and just theman that
they’ve shapedmetobe.Onthe fieldandoff
the field, they’re just pro’s pros.”

Bears add Lynch, keep O’Donnell
Lynch, 25, is entering his fifth season in

theNFL after four yearswith the 49ers. He
started 19 games from2014-16 but played in
just seven games with no starts for them in
2017.He signed a one-year deal with the
Bears.

He played his first season under current

BearsdefensivecoordinatorVicFangio, and
he recorded 23 tackles and six sacks as a
rookie.Headded38 tacklesand61⁄2 sacks in
2015 before his production dropped off the
last twoseasons.Hewas suspended for four
games in 2016 for violating the league’s
substance abuse policy.

O’Donnell is coming back on a one-year
deal.TheBears’ punter the last four seasons
had a career-best gross average of 47 yards
perpuntandanetaverageof39.7 in2017.He
put 27 punts inside the 20-yard line.

The NFL Network reported his deal is
worth $1.5million.

Pace still ‘excited’ to have Sims
Burton’s arrival raised questions about

the Bears’ intentions for Sims, primarily a
blocking tight endwhowill have $4million
of his contract locked in Friday. He has a
base salary of $6 million for this season,
perhaps a hefty price if he is sharing time
with second-year player Adam Shaheen
withBurton in the lead role.

“Wecanuse all our tight ends,” Pace said.

“The Super Bowl champions are a recent
example of that, of using a lot of tight ends.
They’re all valuableweapons.”

When asked to clarify if Sims will be on
the team, Pace said, “We like Dion Sims, a
well-rounded tight end. We’re excited we
got him.”

Bears feel like home to Amukamara
The veteran cornerback was an eager

listener lastweekwhenPace flewhimin for
a Friday dinnerwith Fangio and new coach
Matt Nagy, making it clear they wanted to
re-sign him.

OnWednesday, he finalized a three-year
dealworth up to $27million.

“There’s just something about here that
felt like home,” Amukamara said on a
teleconference Thursday. “I think it had to
do with a lot of the guys and what we had
going last year. I just really wanted to finish
this thing out. I feel likewewere scratching
the surface last year. We were in some
games,wewonsomegamesandI just really
wanted to build off that.”

WHAT WE LEARNED

Former Eagle Burton sets sights on another special season
By Colleen Kane
and Rich Campbell
Chicago Tribune
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Baseball’s longest winter
ended, finally, with Jake
Arrieta in Philadelphia and
Mike Moustakas back in
Kansas City and Carlos
Gonzalez returning to Col-
orado, all for millions of
dollars less than we figured
fourmonths ago.

We’re one Alex Cobb
signing from having all the
significant pegs being
placed in the appropriate
holes. For those who prefer
baseball to the business of
such, opening day is 13 days
away.

Play ball, finally. Enjoy.
But even as we begin to

focus on what will be the
themes of the season — on
Aaron Judge and Giancarlo
Stantonhitting back to back
in the Bronx, on Bryce
Harper and Manny
Machado trying to produce
onemore time for the teams
that drafted them — there’s
no way to deny that what
happened this winter (or,
rather, what didn’t happen)
is more important to the
sport’s future.

People inside baseball,
including those who work
for clubs and some who

represent players, believe
the next three or four years
are a monumental time for
the sport, perhaps more
important than when it
took steps to reduce the
impact of performance-en-
hancingdrugsadozenyears
ago.

A significant number be-
lieve the chances of a strike
at the conclusion of this
collective bargaining agree-
ment, which runs through
the 2021 season, are very
good. Some think it’s inevi-
table.

That might seem a long
way off. But watch the
calendar fly.

When the current deal
was struck in December
2016, the players were not
inclined to refuse to go to
work. Now they have lived
through this winter, and
they have a different per-
spective.

Review some of what
happened. It’s allwithin the
framework of the current
CBA, but the players are, in
somecases, stunnedbyhow
the machinations of the
agreement worked in prac-
tice, at least for onewinter.

Arrieta, a Cy Young
Award-winning pitcher
whose ERA over the previ-
ous three seasons ranked
behind only Clayton Ker-
shaw’s, was unable to se-
cure a deal that was even
half of what Max Scherzer

landed threeoffseasonsear-
lier. Arrieta’s guarantee
from the Phillies: three
yearsand$75million—four
years and$135million short
of Scherzer (though Arrieta
has an opt-out clause and a
club option, either of which
couldbeusedtoearnmore).

The more striking have-
nots might be Moustakas
and Gonzalez. Each has
something about which he
can be happy: He’s return-
ing to the only team he has
ever known.

Each has something
about which he could be
bitter: He turned down the
one-year qualifying offer a
team can extend to its out-
going free agents, which
this year was worth $17.4
million. Moustakas, coming
off a season in which he hit
a Royals-record 38 homers,
re-signedwith themfor one
year and $6.5 million. Gon-
zalez, a three-time All-Star,
re-signed with the Rockies
for one year and $8million.

Some agents and players
believe this offseason was
just the start of behavior
modification by ownership,
that the way free agents
were approached this win-
ter changed drastically —
with fewer, and in some
casesno,offersandcounter-
offers exchanged. There-
fore, they believe, the way
free agents are valued (read:
paid) is going to be radically

different in the future.
The sportwon’t know for

sure until another free
agency period comes and
goes, and the expected
availability of Machado and
Harper — superstars who
will be just 26 when they
can shop their wares —
could skew thatmarket.

Still, “could”mightbe the
operative word there. For
either Machado or Harper
to push past Stanton’s
record $325 million deal, a
pair of potential buyers
might be needed. There is
doubt in some corners
that’ll happen.

So if baseball’s revenues
are rising — and they are —
but the players’ salaries ar-
en’t following along in a
commensurate manner,
some see a need for funda-
mental change. The owners
likelywon’t offer it because,
in their minds, they’re be-
coming smarter about how
to spend their dollars, and a
combination of analytics
and economics is telling
themthat expensiveplayers
in their 30s aren’t as valu-
able as cheap players in
their 20s.

So the players will have
to push for change. To
consider what that change
might look like, first under-
stand the wayMLB salaries
have been determined for
generations. For the first
three years of a player’s

career, the club essentially
assigns him a salary. For the
next three, his salary is
determined by arbitration
— assessing his perform-
ance against other compa-
rableplayers andcomingup
with anumber. After six full
seasons, barring an exten-
sion, he’s free.

Sowhat’s thealternative?
Would that be demanding
that free agency be granted
after, say, four years? That
would, in theory, give play-
ers access to more money
sooner in their careers.

Two potential problems:
Would small-market teams,
those that rely on drafting
and developing talent but
can’t necessarily afford to
play in free agency, approve
suchaplan?And if clubs are
truly laying off the majority
of free agents, would they
necessarily be more prone
to drive up bidding for
players with track records
two years shorter?

Is there any way, though,
to shift at what age a player
receives a heftier salary?
Consider this: The top pick
in the NBA draft can make
roughly $44.5 million in his
first five years in the league.
Harper, the top pick in
MLB’s 2010 draft, has spent
just more than five years in
the majors. His total earn-
ings: $26.275million.

The players’ message,
when it comes to negotiat-

ing,will have to be: If you’re
not going to pay us on the
backend,youneed topayus
on the front. Ownership, of
course, has little incentive
to do that—without awork
stoppage.

One other matter from
this spring that puts the
labor strife in focus: The
players union has filed a
grievance accusing four
teams— the Pirates, Athlet-
ics, Marlins and Rays — for
failing to spendmoney they
gain through revenue shar-
ing on improving their ros-
ters.

The complaint appar-
ently isn’t asmuch intended
to penalize those teams. It’s
for the union to say, “We
don’t like what’s going on,
and we want to be clear
about that” — and maybe if
that opens discussions now,
there won’t be discussions
with such gravity in 2021.

Put this all away for a
while. The season is about
to begin, and actual baseball
on the field has a way of
making us forget its prob-
lems. But even in those
happy times — a double to
the gap, a strikeout to seal a
win — keep in mind the
people who know exactly
where this sport is headed
areworried.

And the solutions must
be devised not in four years,
but much sooner — if not
now.

Former Cubs right-hander Jake Arrieta, throwing before a spring training game Tuesday, signed for much less with the Phillies than many expected, given his history of success.

JOHN RAOUX/AP

No time like now for MLB to avoid 2021 strike
Landscape for free
agency could have
major impact
By Barry Svrluga
Washington Post
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NASCARwasbuiltonthe
shady enterprise of bootleg-
gers, along with grass-roots
racing. Both are gone in the
modern-day incarnation, a
business model now on
wobbly legs.

That’snot themoonshine
talking. It’s common sense,
echoed by Kevin Harvick
and Tony Stewart in
Phoenix lastweekend.

We could have a week-
long symposium of what
NASCAR needs to do to get
back to its glory days.

But one thing that is an
easy fix is to get those
millionaire drivers out of
theirprivate jets andmotor-
coaches and into a ride to
boost grass-roots racing.

Harvick, for one, is in.
He will compete in the

K&N West Pro Series
opener Thursday at Kern
County Raceway Park,
more on a mission to raise
awareness than cherry-pick
a victory. Along the way, he
admonished NASCAR offi-
cials for getting too fancy
with themarketingplan. It’s
not just phasing out small-
town tracks— likeRocking-
ham and NorthWilkesboro
Speedway — that helped
build theNASCARempire.

ISM Raceway (formerly
Phoenix Raceway) used to
be in themixtoo,promoting
at least one annual race on
its one-mile oval from 1988
to 2015 in what is currently
known as the NASCAR
K&NWest Series.

“One of the best things
that happened for racing,

it’s not just about NASCAR,
was when we had the Cop-
per Classic here,’’ Harvick
said after winning in
Phoenix on Sunday. “We
had midgets, sprint cars.
Didn’t matter how many
people sat in the grand-
stands. As competitors,
those guys, this was their
Daytona.

“It’s kicking those guys
lowontheK&NWestSeries
that they don’t get to come
and race at this particular
racetrack because of the
fact there’s a little bit of a
pissing contest between a
budget, what is right, what
iswrong from a sanctioning

fee side on Trucks and
Xfinity.So theycut theK&N
guys out. Cutting the grass-
roots side of things out is
not the right way to do
things.’’

He’s right.
Meanwhile, ISM is going

through some renovations,
estimated at $178 million,
chasing that newer audi-
ence. Old-school loses.
Again.

“We can afford to spend
$170 million to move the
frontstretch fromthereover
to there,” said Stewart, Har-
vick’s boss. “I still have no
idea what the reason for
that is. I guess we probably

can’t afford to run any
support races here that cost
the track somemoney.”

Harvick continued to
speak from the bully pulpit,
on a rampage after winning
three consecutive races.

“In the end,” Harvick
said, “without those grass-
roots fans, those grass-roots
people coming and being
able to race here,whether it
fits your budget or not, 10
years from now you better
hope you have some people
that will sit in the stands up
herewantingtowatchthese
races at your short tracks
because those are your
hardcore fans.”

Harvick is hardly going
rogue on this. Kyle Larson
essentially said the same
thing last year, imploring
NASCAR to feature its star
drivers in those lesser series
because, he said, “I feel like
we’ve lost touch with our
grass-roots race fans.”

Harvick chasing history:
Harvick has set himself up
nicely for a chase at
NASCAR history. He will
try to make it four in a row
this weekend at Fontana’s
AutoClubSpeedway,which
is inHarvick’s home state of
California. No driver has
won four in a row since

Jimmie Johnson in 2007.
Obviously, Harvick is

crushing it. And he’s not
allowing any room in his
rear-view mirrors for dis-
tractions. He came to
Phoenix pestered and
peeved after the NASCAR
police tagged him for dam-
aging violations.

Harvick’s Stewart-Haas
Racing team was fined
$50,000 after officials
found a brace failure bowed
the rear window in Har-
vick’s car during the race in
Vegas. Harvick also lost the
playoff points he had
earned inLasVegas.

“No question he’s the top
dog there,” said Larry Mc-
Reynolds, Fox Sports
NASCAR analyst. “He’s also
the top dog in playing
games.When hewas point-
ing to thebackwindow, that
was for the fans who had
said things (following the
penalty).

“Everyone was watching
— the fans — what kind of
advantage did thatNo. 4 car
have?While itwasprobably
a little advantage, that
wasn’t the reason he won
the (Las Vegas) race. It was,
‘Look, you can do anything
you want to us, but we’ll
show you.’ Thatwas a state-
ment race.”

Gordon Hall-bound: Jeff
Gordon, already a cinch for
the NASCAR Hall of Fame
as a nominee in 2019, was
inducted into the Motor-
sports Hall of Fame of
America on Tuesday night
atDaytonaBeach Shores.

Gordon joins a class that
includes drag-racing car
builderJohnButtera, India-
napolis Motor Speedway
founder Carl G. Fisher, the
late Howard Hughes,
motorcycle great Fred
Merkel, three-time India-
napolis 500 champion
owner U.E. “Pat” Patrick,
and sports car legend Bob
Tullius.

gdiaz@orlandosentinel.com

Remembering his grass roots
Harvick stresses
the need to back
support series

Kevin Harvick has been on a roll in the Cup Series, but he’s also concerned about what’s happening in grass-roots racing.

JONATHAN FERREY/GETTY

George Diaz
On auto racing

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.
— The IndyCar season
kicked off with some late-
race drama, a heartbroken
rookie driver and an emo-
tionalwinner.

The racing was pretty
good too.

The opener through the
city streets of St. Petersburg
could not have gone any
better for IndyCar, which
has built enough momen-
tum the last two years to
create a palpable sense of
excitement for the new sea-
son.Thenewcardebutedat
St. Pete and it didn’t just
look good: Once it hit the
track Sunday, the 24 drivers
in the field put on a show.
IndyCar officials touted the
new Dallara as safer,
cheaperandpotentially rac-
ier, and St. Pete had a
race-record 366 on-track
passes.

The race was decided on
two late restarts, the latter
with two laps remaining
andCanadianrookieRobert
Wickens desperately trying
to eke out a win. Wickens
haddoneeverythingright—
he won the pole, led a
race-high 69 laps and had
theevent incontroluntil the
cautions. If he could hold
off Indianapolis 500winner
and “The Amazing Race”
star Alexander Rossi,Wick-
ens was about to make a
very strong introduction to
IndyCar.

But Rossi tried to pass
him in the first turn on the
last restart, Wickens
wouldn’t give an inch, and
the twocars touched.Wick-
ens slid off course and

finished a devastating 18th.
Rossi went on to finish
third.

SebastienBourdais drove
by both Wickens and Rossi
as they collided to collect
his second consecutive vic-
toryatSt.Peteandcomplete
a comeback from a broken
pelvis and hip suffered in
crash in May at Indianapo-
lis.

Bourdais was overcome
with emotion after his 10-
month journey. Wickens,
just the third rookie since
1993 to start his debut from
the pole, seethed.

“He just went too deep,

locked the rears and slid
into me,” Wickens said.
“The only pity is he carried
on to a podium, and I ended
up in the fence.”

Rossi was firm in that he
did nothing wrong, but
understoodWickens would
be upset.

“I feel bad because I feel
likeIcouldhavewonandhe
could have gotten second,”
Rossi said.

Instead the win went to
Bourdais, who led 30 laps,
second toWickens, andwas
in position to pounce when
the opportunity developed.

“We had an eighth-place

car,” team owner Dale
Coyne said. “His consis-
tency makes that a fourth-
place car, and luckmade it a
winning car.”

Young guns: The youth
movement that hit
NASCAR has been well
documented, but IndyCar is
on a very similar path. Of
the 24 entries in Sunday’s
race, seven are considered
rookies. Three advanced
into the Fast Six of qualify-
ing, with Wickens winning
the pole and Jordan King
breakingWill Power’s track
record.

All seven finished 16th or
lower and four rookies
brought up the rear of the
field, but the results aren’t a
fair indicator of the talent.
They have made their way
into IndyCar, and it has
come at the expense of
veterans.

Conor Daly has so far
lined up only an Indy 500
ride even though he has 39
career starts in the series.
Three-time Indianapolis
500 winner Helio Castron-
eves was bounced to sports
cars as Roger Penske made
his lineup younger, and
even though Castroneves

will race at Indy in May, he
wants back in the series and
wasn’t pleased to be a spec-
tator Sunday.

There will be bumps
with this driver class simply
based on lack of experience
in an Indy car. But the
rookies have proven them-
selves in various series and
they expect to be competi-
tive.

“Yes, we’re rookies in
IndyCar but (I’ve) also been
racing for 12 years,” King
said. “We have got a lot of
experience in driving cars,
new tires, changing condi-
tions and that sort of thing.”

Rousing
start to
IndyCar
season
Dallara cars
contribute to
action-packed race
By Jenna Fryer
Associated Press

Sebastien Bourdais celebrates with his crew Sunday after winning the Grand Prix of St. Petersburg, the season-opening race on the IndyCar circuit.

JASON BEHNKEN/AP
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Whenwe last left the kingdom
ofWauconda, its doorswere
opening to theworld, and its
rulerswere explaining, to anyone
who listened, that they no longer
stood in the shadows.

Disguised for too long as a
modest village hidden by forest

preserves, tallgrasses and lakes,
with seemingly little to offer,
Wauconda, its king andhis advis-
ers began a charmoffensive:
Waucondawas officiallywel-
coming outsiders, businesses,
tourists— frankly, theywere just
thrilled you noticed! Also, they
didn’t have a lot of choice: Thirty
days ago, after theMarvel block-
buster “Black Panther” pre-
miered, themedia rushed to
Wauconda, to point out that
Wauconda, Ill., sounds like the
fictionalWakanda inAfrica.
Wauconda’s leaders spoke to
ABC,TheHollywoodReporter,

Canadian radio and the take-
awaywas:

Wauconda exists!
Thirty days later,Wauconda

can now take a breath and con-
sider howmuchhas changed in a
month. For instance, a newbak-
ery is opening. And a company
thatmanufactures purses. And ...
well, that’s about it. “I think it
might take longer than 30 days to
changeWauconda,” saidMaria
Weisbruch, executive director of
theWaucondaChamber of Com-
merce.UnlikeWakanda,which
was invisible to the outside
world,Wauconda often seemed

invisible to itself. “It’s like, you
live here for so long, and drive
past the same things for so long,
that you stop noticing,” she said.
“You stop seeingWauconda. But
when you see strangers taking
pictures of our (‘Welcome to
Wauconda’)water towers, you
admire themyourself. In a funny
way, thiswhole ‘Black Panther’
thing installed a newpride in
Wauconda. The attention— it’s
been a nice reminder of home.”

So, planning a trip toWau-
conda?

The fictional African nation of Wakanda, which rocketed to fame a month ago in the blockbuster “Black Panther.”
DISNEY/MARVEL STUDIOS

You sayWakanda,
they say Wauconda
For ‘Black Panther’ fans, what to know about suburban hamlet

Main Street in north suburban Wauconda, shown Wednesday, includes an antique store, a barbershop, restaurants and other businesses.
BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Christopher Borrelli

Turn to Borrelli, Page 6

Our relationship to televi-
sion commercials is one of
avoidance.We fast-forward
ourDVRs or sidestep ads
altogetherwith streaming
services likeNetflix orAma-
zon. TVnetworks are looking
forways to clawback (or sim-
ply retain) audiences.Which
brings us to a recently stated
goal fromFox’s ad chief: The
network that airs “The Simp-
sons” and “BrooklynNine-
Nine”will aim to snip the
amount of time given over to
ads in each prime-timehour
down to a total of just two
minutes— twominutes!—by
2020.

Thatwould be amajor
pruning, but Fox isn’t alone.
Other networks are cutting
back aswell. According toThe
Wall Street Journal, last year
broadcast ads took up a bit
over 13minutes each hour. On
cable, itwas 16minutes. Now
try imagining twominutes.

“It’s a big deal, if it hap-
pens,” said Leslie Savan,who
wrote a longtime column for
TheVillageVoice aboutTV
commercials. She nowwrites
forTheNation.

“I think a lot of people
would cheer twominutes. But
thewhole ad industry has
been in a tumult for decades at
this point, and this is just the
latest step. It sounds kind of
drastic, but I don’t know if it’s
going to be the solution be-
cause themigration over to
ad-freemedia and entertain-
ment has taken root. Somany
of uswould rather pay for
HBOor just stream things
than go through all of that. I
never had a great tolerance for
ads backwhen, but I really
don’t now. I can barely stand to
watch anythingwith ads.”

I haven’t givenmuch
thought toTV commercials for
a long timenow.They used to
be shared cultural touch-
stones,when slogans like
“Don’t squeeze theCharmin!”
and “Time tomake the dough-
nuts”wormed theirway into
your pop cultural literacy—
whether you liked it or not.

Is itweird to feel a vague
sort of nostalgia for these
commercials? Theywere once
a shared experience. A cultural
bond of sorts. And if you jok-
ingly said, “Calgon, takeme
away!” people knewyouwere
stressed out or at the end of a
long day—or youwere being
ironic about the restorative

Nostalgia
arises as
TV ads
decline
Model becoming
thing of the past

NinaMetz
Chicago Close-up

Turn to Metz, Page 2

TheLaraCroft reboot “Tomb
Raider” isn’t half bad for an hour.
Then there’s another hour. That
hour is quite bad. It’s no fun
watching your action heroine get
shoved, punched and kicked to
the sidelines of her ownmovie,
while themenfolk take over and
take turns overacting before
expiring.

AliciaVikander is the star,
which helps. TheOscarwinner
from “TheDanishGirl”—whose
slyly chilling turn as themachine
in “ExMachina” signaled previ-
ously untapped reserves ofmen-
ace—portrays the heiress to the
Croft fortune and inheritor of the
franchise launched a generation

ago now, in 1996, as amassively
popular video game showcasing
its sprinting, leaping, artifact-
boosting heroine.

Then cameAngelina Jolie,
decked out and padded to resem-
ble the video game’s steely object
of adolescentmale desire.Her
big-screen appearances as Lara
Croft (in 2001 and 2003)weren’t
much asmovies go— I’d actually
forgotten therewas a sequel—
but Jolie’s defiant air of confi-
dence took care of business.

So doesVikander, only this
time, for considerable stretches of
“TombRaider,” LaraCroft seems
more identifiably human than
gamer’s fantasy. The script by
GenevaRobertson-Dworet and

‘TOMB RAIDER’ ★★

On a remote, haunted island in the Pacific, Lara Croft (Alicia Vikander) runs for her life in “Tomb Raider.” In
the second half of the film, Vikander’s character virtually disappears in favor of overacting men.

WARNER BROS. PICTURES

Alicia Vikander is a fine Lara Croft, but reboot fails her
ByMichael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Tomb Raider, Page 4
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Dear Amy: I recently tried
to hold a birthday party
(formyself ) atmy apart-
ment. I sent out invitations
amonth before and also
notified people personally.
Almost everyone respond-
ed positively in a “that
sounds like fun” or “I’ll try
to swing by”manner.

Amy, the only people to
showupweremybest
friend and their roommate.
Out of the 15 to 20 people
who I honestly thought
would try tomake an ap-
pearance, two showedup
to celebratewithme.

I realize that in the adult
world, friendship ismore
about quality than quan-
tity.My issue is that all
these people responded in
a positivemanner tomy
invitations, yet no one
showed.Only one or two
people reached out after
the fact to apologize.

I realize that people
have lives. I’m just baffled
that almost everyone inmy
life found other things to
do.Myheart is a little
broken. Iworkwith some
of these people, and none
have offered any apology
or explanation.

I have struggledwith
anxiety and depression
since a young age, and this
has hitme extremely hard.
I feel like everyonewho
ditchedme is only pre-
tending to bemy friend. I
want to completely isolate
myself fromeveryone
(even though I know that’s
an unhealthy reaction).
Should I confront the
peoplewho completely
ditchedme?

So far, I haven’t said
anything to anyone, and it’s
eatingme alive!

—Party ofNone

Dear Party of None: I
feel you. I have hosted
parties just like yours.

Please understand that in
this day and age, hosting
anything—especially an
event in your ownhome—
is a socially courageous act,
and I applaud you for
trying.

This isNOTabout you. I
truly don’t think it is an
indication of howwell-
liked you are. This is about
the insensitivity of others.
Manywork friendsmain-
tain a boundary that basi-
cally declares that the
friendship ends at the
office door. Something as
personal as a birthday
might send these social
cowards scuttling. Others
worry about being obligat-
ed to reciprocate. I don’t
think youhave anything to
gain by bringing this up
with them, however.

I hope youdon’t let this
keep youdown. Youmight
do better hosting a gather-
ing in a bar or bowling
alley,where people can
come and go and basically
hide behind their drinks.

Because you’ve had this
experience, I hope youwill
commit to showing up for
people, or at least giving a
timely and accurateRSVP.
It’s so important.

Andnext year, addme to
your invite list. IWILL
show.

Dear Amy:What do I do
withmypushy 90-year-old
husband,who thinks he’s a
Lothario?

When being introduced
to the daughter or even
granddaughter of friends
or neighbors, he feels com-
pelled to come forthwith a
sexually based comment.

I have told himhow
inappropriate this is.His
answer is that he is kid-
ding.Howcan I stop “lov-
erboy” frommaking a fool
of himself?

—DrivingMeNuts!

Dear Nuts:During a time
when you two are alone,
you should ask him, “Do
you realize that this kind of
talk iswrong, offensive,
rude, and—not theway a
gentleman should behave?
You are offending these
people, and you are embar-
rassing them, yourself and
me.” In another era, he
might have thought this
wasOK, but really it has
never beenOK.Women
nowaremore open about
how these sorts of com-
mentsmake them feel. And
they don’t like it.

If he thinks this is ap-
propriate “kidding” behav-
ior, thenhe needs to re-
work his comedy act.

Depending on the dy-
namic, if you see acute
discomfort from the recipi-
ent of this nonsense, you
might hop in and say to the
“victim” of this failed hu-
mor: “Oh, please excuse
him, he thinks he’s Bob
Hope.”Once you explain
whoBobHopewas, things
should have been smooth-
ed over.

Dear Amy: “High and
Dry” complains that peo-
ple at the swimming pool
in drought-strickenCali-
forniawastewater in the
showers. Iwould like to
knowwhat she is doing at
the swimming pool in the
first place. Swimming
pools use huge amounts of
water. She should go jog-
ging instead.What a hypo-
crite.

—Disgusted

Dear Disgusted: “High
andDry”was swimming in
already-usedwater. She is
trying to conserve not-yet
usedwater. I’mwith her.

Copyright 2018 byAmy
Dickinson; distributed by
TribuneContentAgency

Birthday party is a disappointing bust

ASK AMY
By Amy Dickinson
askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy

effects of a bubble bath.
Savanwrote about slo-

gans in her book “The
SponsoredLife: Ads, TV,
andAmericanCulture.” But
now,we’re in a post-slogan
era.Memes have overtaken
themental place once
occupied by slogans.

“One reason youmight
feel nostalgic is not for the
slogans themselves, but the
world they represented,”
Savan said. “Aworldwhere
weweren’t so fractured
apart. Therewas consis-
tency to a 30-second ad. A
continuity and a form that
was repeated over and over
again. And as irritating as it
may have been—or as
entertaining as itmay have
been, that little burst of
pleasure— those commer-
cials remindus of aworld
thatwasmore ordered.”

There’s another side of
that coin that is one to
guard against: “Itwas also a
timewhen commercials
weremorewhite,more
nuclear family-focused,
more straight. I don’t think
most people are nostalgic

for that.
“But it’s the sense of

order I think people crave,
and noweverything seems
to have exploded. In the
media, everything’s frac-
tured. Your 24-hour day is
cut up into little pieces like
it never has been before. So
now, ads?What are ads?
Andhalf of them seem like
scams. The samewaywe’re
gettingmorewary of fake
news,we’re gettingmore
wary of ‘Is that a real ad? If
I click on that,will I get a
virus?’ It’s an invasion of
your privacy and your
borders, and everything is
in turmoil nowand frac-
tured into amillion little
pieces. Those commercials
could drive us crazy be-
cause itwas the height of
conformity. But therewas a
form to it, whereas every-
thing seems so chaotic
now.”

Commercials once influ-
enced thewaywe talked, as
well. Savan has another
book, “SlamDunks andNo
Brainers: PopLanguage in
YourLife, theMedia, and
Like…Whatever,”where
she delves into that. But the
shift away fromTVcom-
mercials has been a long
time coming.

WilliamM.Barr is a

cultural anthropologist at
DukeUniversitywhose
work specializes in adver-
tising. “When the cable
revolution happened and
wemoved from threema-
jor channels to a hundred
or so overnight, thismeant
that the so-calledmass
market of the ’50s and ’60s
became super fragmented,”

he said.
Suddenly companies

selling golf gear, for exam-
ple, could narrow their
focus and buy time specif-
ically on theGolf Channel.
“Prior to that, itwas one
shot had to fit everybody,”
Barr said. “So that’swhere
sloganswould come in like
‘Don’t squeeze the

Charmin’ thatwould hope-
fullywork across classes
and ethnic groups and age”
—whether or not youwere
actually the one buying
toilet paper for your
household.

“Andwho’s not going to
buy toilet paper eventu-
ally?” he said. “There are
certain things everybody
needs: Car insurance is
one, toilet paper is another.
Butwhat has happened in
advertising is thatwe’re
reaching the end of the
television period.”

In truth, a goodnumber
of brands have shifted their
energies over to social
media,where companies
nowexist in sentient form
as aTwitter account. It’s
surreal.

“That used to be called
‘relationshipmarketing.’
And somany people don’t
mind being part of that
branding experience,”
Savan said.

“SaturdayNight Live”
still does the occasional
commercial parody, but I
wonder if thatwill fall
away sooner than later.
“SNL’s” primary audience
typically skews younger—
and you can imagine a
momentwhen a jokey
commercial doesn’t really
land because an entire
segment of viewersmight

be asking, “What is a com-
mercial?”

Back to those twomin-
utes of ads that Fox is aim-
ing for. Itmight actually be
a first step in getting rid of
ad-supported television
altogether.

TVnetworks likeCBS
andFXhave begun launch-
ing their own subscription
services to compete di-
rectlywithNeftlix and the
like,Mediapost TV col-
umnist AdamBuckman
wrote in a recent column.
Andhe speculates that
eventually, TVnetworks
might see no point in keep-
ing the old-style ad-sup-
ported channel around.

Sowhat of the commer-
cials themselves? Savan
paraphrasedMarshall
McLuhan, the influential
public intellectualwho
focused onmedia theory in
the 20th century.

“Whenever amedia
becomes outdated, at some
point it becomes a piece of
art,” she said. “Or an arti-
fact, like antique typewrit-
ers that people display on a
shelf as a object, rather
than something they actu-
ally use. So even television
commercials, a certain
portion of themwill be-
come artifacts. And they
will be adored and valued
for that.”

nmetz@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@Nina_Metz

Slogans like “Don’t squeeze the Charmin!” wormed into our
pop cultural literacy, whether we liked it or not.

BOB RIHA JR./CHARMIN

Nostalgia arises
as TV ads drop
Metz, from Page 1

Memes have overtaken the mental
place once occupied by slogans.

Just days before aGrammy tribute concert to Elton
John airs April 10, two separate albumswill be re-
leased containing covers of songswritten by himand
longtime lyricist BernieTaupin, sung by someof the
world’s biggest artists.

“Revamp” and the country-themed “Restoration”
will be releasedApril 6.

“Revamp”will feature artists in the pop, rock and
urban genres:Mary J. Blige, Alessia Cara, Coldplay,
MileyCyrus, Florence and theMachine, LadyGaga,
TheKillers,Mumford and Sons, Pink, Logic, Q-Tip,
DemiLovato, Queens of the StoneAge, Ed Sheeran
and SamSmith.

“Restoration” includesDierks Bentley, Rosanne
Cash, EmmylouHarris,MileyCyrus, VinceGill, Don
Henley,MirandaLambert, Little BigTown,Maren
Morris, KaceyMusgraves,WillieNelson, Brothers
Osborne, Chris Stapleton, RhondaVincent,Dolly
Parton andLeeAnnWomack.

“It’s always a huge complimentwhen an artist loves
your song enough to take the time and effort to re-
work it,” John said. “As songwriters, Bernie andmy-
self are thrilledwhen singerswe admire and respect
asmuch as those on ‘Revamp’ and ‘Restoration’
choose to add their ownunique twist in the process.”

John, 70, has announced a “Farewell YellowBrick
Road” tour,which he sayswill be his last. It is set to
kick off in theU.S. in September and last three years.

—Variety

CELEBRITIES
Tribune news services

Elton John performs Jan. 30 at a concert that will air
April 10. Two star-sung cover albums are on the way.

ANGELA WEISS/GETTY-AFP

2 Elton John tribute
albums out in April

MARK LEVINE/ABC

Perry kissed a boy: Sing-
erKaty Perry kissed a
contestant on “American
Idol” andhe did not like it.
But BenjaminGlaze is
downplaying someback-
lash aimed at Perry,who is
a judge on the show.The
19-year-old took to Insta-
gramonWednesday to say
he did not think hewas
sexually harassed. The
singer fromOklahoma says
hewas uncomfortable
whenPerry kissed himon
the lips as he auditioned
during the show’s two-
night season opener on
ABC.Glaze says he had
never been kissed before.
Perry, Lionel Richie and
LukeBryan did not send
Glaze to the next round.

“Willy Wonka” star on
“Jeopardy!”:Heplayed a
boywhodoes nothing but
watchTVandwears cow-
boy clothing in the1971
movie “WillyWonka and
theChocolate Factory.”
Who is “Jeopardy!” con-
testant Paris Themmen?
Themmen appeared on the
game showTuesday but
didn’t tell AlexTrebek
about his role asMike
Teeveewhen the host
asked himabout himself.
Themmen said hewas an
“avid backpacker.”He
finished in secondplace.

Boyle and Bond:British
directorDannyBoyle says
he’sworking on the script
for the next JamesBond
movie,whichwill be the
25th film in the franchise.
He says he’s collaborating
with JohnHodge,who
wroteBoyle’s “Trainspot-
ting” and its 2017 sequel.
MGM,which produces the
Bond films, has not con-
firmedwhowill direct the
next installment.

March 16 birthdays:
Actor ErikEstrada is 69.
Rapper Flavor Flav is 59.
Singer BluCantrell is 42.

Enjoy the Theater Tonight

Enjoy a Movie

CITY – NEAR NORTH

WILMETTE

PARK RIDGE

SHOWTIMES FRIDAY ONLY

I, TONYA (R) 3:00 7:30
THE PARTY (R) 1:10 3:45 5:40 8:15

THE POST (PG13) 1:00 5:40

1122 CENTRAL AVE.
847-251-7424

WILMETTETHEATRE.COM
WILMETTE

T H E A T R E

GENERAL ADMISSION $8
MATINEES BEFORE OR AT 5:00 $6

SENIORS MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY $6 ALL DAY

PICKWICK
847-604-2234

FREE REFILLS ON LARGE POPCORN AND LARGE DRINKS

TOMB RAIDER (PG-13) 1:30 4:00 6:30 9:00
I CAN ONLY IMAGINE (PG) 2:00 4:30 7:00 9:15

BLACK PANTHER (PG-13) 1:00 4:30 7:30
WRINKLE OF TIME (PG) 1:00 3:30 6:30 9:00

LADY BIRD (R) 2:15 4:45 7:00 9:15
OPENS MARCH 23 SHERLOCK GNOMES

PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST

3733 N. Southport
MusicBoxTheatre.com
773-871-6604

OUR BLOOD IS WINE-5:00pm
A FANTASTIC WOMAN-4:30,7:30
A.I.ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE-1:30

E.T. - 7:00
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS-9:30
PHANTOM THREAD-9:40
DARK BACKWARD-Midnight

STARTS TODAY IN THEATERS EVERYWHERE
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATER LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES

“SPELLBINDING!
A rousing, intelligent and engrossing
thriller! It’s this year’s ‘Argo’!”
Avi Offer, The NYC Movie Guru

EXPERIENCE THE MOST DARING RESCUE MISSION IN HISTORY

www.7daysinentebbe.com

“★★★★”
Total Film

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

WWW.CALLMEBYYOURNAME.COM

WINNER
ACADEMY AWARD®

©
A
.
M
.
P
.
A
.
S
.

BEST ADAPTED SCREENPLAY JAMES IVORYAY JAMES IVORY

Chicago AMC RIVER EAST 21
amctheatres.com

Chicago
LANDMARK’S CENTURY CENTRE CINEMA

(773) 248-7759
Normal AMC CLASSIC NORMAL 14

amctheatres.com

“EXTRAORDINARY.”
-David Rooney,

THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

WWW.AFANTASTICWOMAN.COM

A FANTASTIC
WOMAN
ASTIC

A FILM BY
SEBASTIÁN LELIO

WINNER
ACADEMY AWARD®

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

©A
.M

.P.
A.

S.®

Champaign
THE ART THEATER (217) 355-0068

Chicago
MUSIC BOX THEATRE (773) 871-6604

Glen Ellyn
GLEN ART (630) 415-1976

WWW.LOVELESS-MOVIE.COM

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF “LEVIATHAN”

A FILM BY ANDREY ZVYAGINTSEV
LOVELESS

ACADEMY AWARD®

NOMINEE
BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM

RUSSIA

“HYPNOTIC.”
LOS ANGELES TIMES

NOW
PLAYING
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THE

LEISURE
SEEKER

HELEN

MIRREN

DONALD

SUTHERLAND

A FILM BY

PAOLO VIRZÌ

“WONDERFUL.
DONALD SUTHERLAND IS

SO GOOD. HELEN MIRREN, AS
USUAL, IS SIMPLY SUPERB.”

-Pete Hammond, DEADLINE

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME ROAD TRIP

THEY WILL NEVER FORGET

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THELEISURESEEKERMOVIE.COM

Chicago
LANDMARK’S CENTURY

CENTRE CINEMA

(773) 248-7759

Evanston
CENTURY 12 EVANSTON

/ CINÉARTS 6 & XD

(847) 491-9751

Highland Park
LANDMARK’S

RENAISSANCE PLACE

CINEMA (847) 432-7903

Lincolnshire
REGAL LINCOLNSHIRE

STADIUM 21 & IMAX

(844) 462-7342 #239

NOW PLAYING

FROM THE ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINATED
CREATOR OF VEEP AND IN THE LOOP

“THE FUNNIEST, FIERCEST COMEDY
OF THE YEAR...

”
- Peter Travers

“INSANELY FUNNY...
the POLITICAL SATIRE

we need right now.”
- April Wolfe

“HILARIOUS...
Iannucci is one of the world’s

greatest living satirists.”
- Eric Kohn

“BRILLIANT...
A breath of fresh air and a

genuinely great screen comedy.”
- Leonard Maltin

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS START TODAY
CHICAGO

AMC
River East 21
amctheatres.com

CHICAGO

Landmark’s Century
Centre Cinema
(773) 248-7759

CHICAGO

Regal
Webster Place 11
(844) 462-7342 #1641

EVANSTON

Century 12 Evanston /
CinéArts 6 & XD
(847) 491-9751

Scene: A hotel room con-
vention hall.

DarthVader at podium.

Vader:Hi, could the
Ghostbusters please settle
down?Members of the
“Black Panther” disinfor-
mation league? Please?
Thank you.Welcome to the
InternationalDelegation of
the IndependentOrder of
Trolls, or IDIOTs. And yes,
we’re aware of the contro-
versy surrounding that
acronym.

As you know, resistance
to change is ourmission.
Anddenial of the filmmak-
ers’ right to interpret char-
acters and stories theway
they see fit is themission
behind themission.

Reboots, franchises,
adventurous film versions
of famous books deviating
inANYWAY from the
OBJECTIVELYCORRECT
depiction of characterswe
grewupwith— those don’t
fly in our no-fly zone. As
our trademarked logo says:
“We’re sick of all of it. And
all of you.”

Let’s startwith the fake
BillMurray in the front
row, the onewith the Pro-
tonPackProjector.

Ghostbuster:Thanks,
Darth. Long before I
started trashing the all-
female “Ghostbusters”
reboot onmywebsite,
FilmBoyzNotMen.com, I
knew Iwas not alone. It’s
great to see all of you here
today. Oh, and I finally saw
themovie I’d been demon-
izing for years, even before

production started.Happy
to say the female “Ghost-
busters”wasn’tmuch. I
mean, sure, KateMcKin-
non, very funny, and there
were a few jokes that—

Vader: Let’s leave the
equivocating to the critics,
OK?And let’s state it for the
record: Thoughwe respect
the right for a female re-
boot of “Ghostbusters” to
exist …we really don’t.
Next, here’s someone from
theResistance against the
most recent “StarWars”
chapter.

Stormtrooper, struggling
with notes andhelmet:
Thanks, Darth.Our goal is
simple:Wewant to stop all

future “StarWars”movies
fromeven coming out. I’m
not sure I could even take
another blow tomypsyche
like “TheLast Jedi” deliv-
ered. Enoughwith the
diversity! I believeWarren’s
nextwith a “Wrinkle in
Time” report.

Warren, carrying a protest
sign saying “MESSWITH
MYMEMORIESOFTHE
BOOKANDYOU’RE
DEAD”: Thank you.Where
to startwith “AWrinkle in
Time”?This one takes some
dangerous libertieswith a
book I love, and that’s bad
enough forme.Director
AvaDuVernay’s take on the
MadeleineL’Engle novel,
with all those faces of color

on screen affirming their
right to exist in aDisney
movie…well, it’s notwhy I
go themovies. It’swhy I
STAYHOME. I didn’t even
want to comehere today.
I’m scared.

Vader:We thank you for
your courage,Warren. See
you at the “Ocean’s Eleven”
female reboot blowback
strategy session.Now, a
special guest towrap things
up before lunch.

Bearded man: Thanks,
Darth. I’mP.K. Smirk, and I
go by the handle of the
Dismissable Loser on
YouTube.When “Tomb
Raider” announced its
casting last year, I took one

look at Alicia Vikander.
Then I did a complete re-
watch of theAngelina Jolie
“TombRaider”movies.
When Iwrote aboutVikan-
der’s breasts in relation to
the original 1996 video
game’s breasts, the response
I got …well, it stunnedme. I
was stunned. I remain
stunned. Other trolls online
questioningME!Callingme
out for being “a pig.” I’ll say
it again: For the new “Tomb
Raider” to succeedASA
MOVIE, the breasts have to
look a certainway because
themovie’s based on a
REALVIDEOGAME. It’s
aboutREALISM, people.

Vader:With you there,
Dismissable! Also, I like

what that guy in Philadel-
phiawrote aboutAlicia
Vikander’s “lack of curves”
andhow they’re “not ex-
actly empowering forwom-
en.” This iswhat good
criticism can do: body-
shame an actress in away
that isn’t sleazy in the least.

After lunchwe’llmeet
back here at 1:30 to discuss
“inclusion riders” andwhy
they’re bad. Thanks to all
the IDIOTs in attendance.
Andmay the Force bewith
you, as long as it’s like the
one in the first trilogy.

Michael Phillips is a Tribune
critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@phillipstribune

Should we be messing with original film?

Alicia Vikander’s Lara Croft hangs on for dear life in the “Tomb Raider” reboot. The earlier series starred Angelina Jolie as Lara Croft.

WARNER BROS. PICTURES

Trolls protective of
‘Tomb Raider’ and
‘Wrinkle in Time’

Michael Phillips
Talking Pictures

Some things are uni-
versal about being a teen-
ager: the budding sexuality
and sense of identity, the
dramatic emotions, the
profoundneed for accept-
ance and the confusing
inklings of first love.

Countlessmovies (and
books and songs andTV
shows) plumb the agony
and elation of teen ro-
mance, but “Love, Simon”
brings fresh perspective to
the genre by focusing on an
experience unseen in com-
ing-of-age tales:what first
lovemight be like if you’re
gay.

This film treats 17-year-
old SimonSpier’s quest for
love and self-acceptance
with the tender, timeless,
Hollywood touch of John
Hughes: It’s a classic story
of a first crushmade
groundbreaking by center-
ing on a closeted gay kid.

NickRobinson is Simon,
a shaggy-haired high school
seniorwhodescribes his
life as “totally normal.”He
has a loving family and the
same clutch group of
friends for years. Simon is
gay—he’s known ever
since a recurring adoles-
cent dreamaboutDaniel
Radcliffe—but has kept his

sexuality a secret from
everyone.

He finally finds an outlet
after an anonymous post on
the school’s online gossip
forum.A student calling
himself Blue confesses that
he’s gay but hasn’t told
anyone, and Simonwrites
to him, using a pseudonym.
They begin an anonymous
pen-pal friendship that
turns into a deep connec-
tion, and Simon starts fan-
tasizing about Blue’s real
identity.

He keeps all this fromhis
friends,who are drawn in
classicHughes tradition:
There’s awkward, self-
conscious Leah (“13Rea-
sonsWhy” starKatherine
Langford),who’s been
crushing on Simon since
theywere kids; Abby (Al-
exandra Shipp), the trans-
fer student andhottest girl
in school; andNick (Jorge
Lendeborg Jr.), a nice-guy
athletewho serves as Si-
mon’s heterosexual foil.

All the other “Grease”
and “SixteenCandles”

archetypes are here too: the
bullies, jocks andpopular
kids; thewacky adminis-
trator (TonyHale); and the
no-nonsense drama teacher
(NatashaRothwell, asmuch
of a hilarious standout here
as she is onHBO’s “Inse-
cure”). JenniferGarner and
JoshDuhamel play Simon’s
dreamyparents.

Simon’s life starts to
unravelwhen the school’s
class clown,Martin (Logan
Miller), finds his secret
emails.Martin threatens to
expose the exchange—and
Simon’s gay status—unless
Simon agrees to setMartin
up on a datewithAbby.
Dramatic social chaos en-
sues for everyone. And it
rings painfully truewhether
youwere theLeah, Abby,
Nick,Martin or Simonof
your teenage group.

The heart of “Love, Si-
mon” lies in the authenticity
of its characters,which
were born in psychologist-
turned-author BeckyAlber-
talli’s debut novel, adapted
by “This IsUs”writers
ElizabethBerger and Isaac
Aptaker and brought lov-
ingly to the screen by direc-
torGregBerlanti.

The success of “Black
Panther” and themomen-
tumbehind#MeToo are
propelled by the idea that
representationmatters, and

“Love, Simon” is part of that
conversation.Movie fans
who aren’twhite and
straight have long projected
themselves onto the big-
screen stories of thosewho
are. Butwe allwant to see
our experiences validated,
to have our stories deemed
significant, to feel thatwe
are not alone and that oth-
ers can identifywithwhat
we’ve gone through.

“Love, Simon” is a uni-
versal story, even if you’re
not a gay teenager. The
challenge of figuring out
whowe are and standing
comfortably in that identity
often lasts a lifetime. As
Simon so aptly says: “No
matterwhat, announcing
who you are to theworld is
pretty terrifying.”

‘LOVE, SIMON’ ★★★ 1⁄2

Gay teen’s coming-of-age
story familiar but fresh
By Sandy Cohen
Associated Press

Nick Robinson and Katherine Langford star in the film adaptation of Becky Albertalli’s
debut novel.

BEN ROTHSTEIN/TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX

MPAA rating: PG-13 (for
thematic elements, sexual
references, language and
teen partying)

Running time: 1:40

Opens: Friday
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Unless it’s complicated
by something like human
feeling, and a recognition
of the humanbeings on
both sides of any bloody
ideological conflict, true-
life heroismhas a tendency
to look a little synthetic on
screen. It’swhat sells, of
course. And it’s an easy
emotional sale if TheOther
in the story— theViet
Cong in “TheGreen
Berets,” virtually everyone
on the receiving end of
ChrisKyle’s rifle in
“American Sniper”— re-
mains a vaguely subhuman
blank.

Is thiswhy the success-
ful Israeli commando raid
on the airport in Entebbe,
Uganda,which saved doz-
ens of Israeli passengers
held hostage in the 1976
pro-Palestine hijacking of
anAir France passenger
jet, has somuch trouble
working as amovie?

Thismuch can be said of
the latest attempt, “7Days
inEntebbe.” It excuses
nothing the terrorists did,
but the film juggles points
of view and toggles be-
tween various factions
caught up in a diplomatic
crisis. Somepro-Israel
newspapers covering the
film’s Berlin FilmFestival
premiere earlier this year
noted itsmuted triumphal-
ism, andnoted further the
film’s depiction of the

climactic raid,which
shows IsraelDefense
Forces unit commander
YonatanNetanyahu (the
brother of Benjamin) as
dying early in the raid, not
near the end.

Such detailswillmean a
great deal to someof the
film’s potential audience,
and less so to others. Either
way, “7Days inEntebbe” is
an honorable, evenhanded
but curiously flat inter-
pretation of events.

ScreenwriterGregory
Burke ticks off the days of
the title, beginningwith the
midair hijacking conducted

by twoPalestinianmem-
bers of the revolutionary
Popular Front and, primary
in the narrative, twoGer-
man-bornmembers of the
ultraleft Revolutionary
Cells. Daniel Bruhl (“The
Alienist”) andRosamund
Pike receive top billing as
WilifriedBose andBrigitte
Kuhlmann, ideologueswho
find themselves over their
heads very quickly.

Air France Flight 139
took off fromTelAviv,
Israel, for Paris, with an
Athens, Greece, stop en
route. The jetliner ulti-
mately landed inEntebbe

where,with the blessing of
UgandanPresident Idi
Amin (NonsoAnozie), the
terrorists held 106hos-
tages, overwhelmingly
Israeli, for ransom.

Brazilian director Jose
Padilha (“Narcos”) cuts
between the increasingly
tense passengers, the in-
fighting among the terror-
ists, and the high-level
political andmilitary plan-
ning put into action by
Israeli DefenseMinister
ShimonPeres (Eddie
Marsan) andPrimeMin-
ister YitzakRabin (Lior
Ashkenazi).

Padilha’s key invention
is the composite character
of a commando soldier
(Ben Schnetzer),whose
dancer girlfriend (Zina
Zinchenko) appears in
choreographed sequences
used as prologue, epilogue
and,more dubiously,mon-
tage foddermixed upwith
the raid preparations.

It’s a striking element,
but it bigfoots themovie,
which is never terrible, nor
nevermore than dramati-
cally adequate.

It’s odd, really: The team
assembled for this project
looked ideal on paper.
Padilha’s hijacking docu-
mentary “Bus 174” helped
convince producersTim
Bevan andKate Solomon
(“United 93”) that hewas
their director. Screen-
writer Burkewrote the
tense, effective “’71,” set in
Belfast during the “Trou-
bles.” “7Days inEntebbe”
is thework of smart people
whonever quite figured
out how to tell this story, or
these stories.

Michael Phillips is a Trib-
une critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com

‘7 DAYS IN ENTEBBE’ ★★

Hijacking drama never quite gets off the ground
ByMichael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

German radicals Wilfried Bose (Daniel Bruhl) and Brigitte Kuhlmann (Rosamund Pike) in
“7 Days in Entebbe.” The film dramatizes a 1976 hijacking and hostage rescue mission.

FOCUS FEATURES

MPAA rating: PG-13 (for
violence, some thematic
material, drug use, smoking
and brief strong language)

Running time: 1:47

Opens: Friday

Mordant in the extreme,
and often hilarious, “The
Death of Stalin” somehow
manages to acknowledge
themurderous depths of
Josef Stalin’s regimewhile
rising to the level of inci-
sive, even invigorating
political satire. If it’s a romp,
then it’s a romp that does
what anything on this topic
must do: leave audiences a
little rattled,with a hint of
ashes in themouth.

Themovie comes from
director and co-writer
Armando Iannucci, the
creator of “Veep” and, on
British television, “The
Thick of It.” The latter
inspired the 2009 comedy
“In theLoop,”which tore
10Downing Street and the
Iraq invasion a couple of
newones. That film also
tested the limits of corro-
sive profanity inmodern
screen comedy. Improbably,
it passed its own test; the
dialogue in that filmmay
have been outrageously
rough, but it had snap, bite
and genuinewit in its cor-
ner.

Iannucci’swriting crew
on “TheDeath of Stalin”
operates at a similar,
breathless velocity. Set in
1953, the story rooted in fact
but crammed full of free-
wheeling inventions begins
with beautifulmusic. Radio
Moscow is broadcasting a
Mozart concert featuring a
pianist (OlgaKurylenko) of
exquisite sensitivity. A
phone rings in the record-
ing booth; it’s Stalin, de-
manding a record of the
concert just concluded.

This is a problem for the
broadcast director (Paddy
Considine), since no re-
cordingwasmade. In a
manic blur, the director
locks the concert hall doors

and assembles an encore
performance,which after a
negotiation of 20,000
rubles the pianist agrees to,
despite her loathing of the
SovietUnion’s leader. She
slips a little note to Stalin
into the sleeve of the re-
cording. Alone, relishing
themusic, the drunken
head of state opens the slip
of paper, laughs at its hos-
tile contents— andhas a
massive stroke. “TheDeath
of Stalin” is off and running.

Transitions of power are
always a good start for
dramas aswell as comedies;
the stakes begin high and
escalate from there, and the
multidirectional schemes
andmalignant energies
keep the top spinning.

The key players are
topped by top-billed Steve
Buscemi asNikitaKhru-
shchev.His key adversary
in the regime change:
Lavrenti Beria, head of the
security forces,mastermind
of the gulags, keeper and
executor of Stalin’s vast
enemies list. Beria’s played
by thewonderful actor
SimonRussell Beale,whose
Shakespearean training
allows him to dash through
great thickets of insult- and
sarcasm-driven dialogue at
top speed. At one point in
“TheDeath of Stalin,” the
desperate politicians break
into a footrace to seewho
can comfort Stalin’s daugh-
ter Svetlana (AndreaRise-
borough) first, and best.

ThewayBeale proceeds,
tanklike, arms outstretched,
while shouting her name is
worth the price of admis-
sion.

“Youhave a nice long
sleep, oldman,” Beriawhis-
pers to the stricken dictator
whenhe’s finally alone in
his chambers. “I’ll take it
fromhere.” But not for
long,withKhrushchev
around. JeffreyTambor’s
pathetic, lily-livered
Malenkov;Michael Palin’s
zestyMolotov (of cocktail
fame); Jason Isaacs’ outra-
geouslymachoZhukov;
these are all droll turns.

If there’s a limitation in
“TheDeath of Stalin,” it’s
the nature and sound of the
casting. PuttingBuscemi

andTambor in the same
setting as Beale andPalin,
and letting everyone use
their native dialects, leads
to a dislocating quality.
Even so, director Iannucci’s
ear for pacing and eye for
semidocumentary-style
chaos suits thematerial.

Michael Phillips is a Tribune
critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com

‘THE DEATH OF STALIN’ ★★★ 1⁄2

Black comedy plumbs Soviet intrigue
ByMichael Phillips
Chicago Tribune

Dermot Crowley, from left, Paul Whitehouse, Steve Buscemi, Jeffrey Tambor and Paul Chahidi in “The Death of Stalin.”
IFC

MPAA rating: R
(for language throughout,
violence and some sexual
references)

Running time: 1:47

Opens: Friday

Alastair Siddons introduces
Lara as a scrappy 21-year-
oldworking as anEast
London bikemessenger,
practicing hermixedmar-
tial arts, livingmodestly. It’s
a dodge: In truth she’s the
reluctant heiress to the
Croft fortune, left to her by
her adventurer father
(DominicWest), now seven
yearsmissing andpre-
sumeddead.

But if he’s really dead,
what’swith the trail of
clues LordRichard leaves
behind for Lara to follow?
In an abrupt exposition
dumpat the beginning,
we’re treated to highlights
fromLordRichard’s re-

search into the terrifying
tombofHimiko, the
“Mother ofDeath,” located
somewhere beneath the
surface of an island in the
Pacific. The ghostly
specter’s real estate hold-
ings,we’re told, include a
Chasmof Souls. That can
onlymean anOnslaught of
Digital Effects is right
around the corner.

First stop for Lara:Hong
Kong,where she locates
the sameboat-for-hire, the

Endurance, used by her
father years earlier. Daniel
Wu (“Into theBadlands”)
adds an easy touch of
gravitas as LuRen, the
hard-luck captainwhose
own father ismissing along
withLordRichard.He
seems a fine romantic
match for Lara, but “Tomb
Raider” doesn’t go there.
It goes instead to the
Mother ofDeath and the
Chasmof Souls and the
Island of Bug-EyedOver-
acting,which brings us to
WaltonGoggins as the bad
guy.

I findGoggins, best
known for “Justified” and
“TheHateful Eight,” to be
effective in small doses.
Here youhave a large dose,

andhis brand of intensity
is a bit of a deadener. This
is not entirely his problem.
The secondhalf of “Tomb
Raider” leaves its open-air
action sequences behind,
some good (theHongKong
harbor chase), somedigi-
tally ridiculous (Lara’s
triple axel of a cliffhanger
above awaterfall). The
movie becomes a sound-
stage-bound bout of visual
claustrophobia, pitting
West’s LordRichard (nope,
not dead) andGoggins’
Vogel, amurderousAmeri-
can rival, against each
other inside the booby-
trapped underground
cavern.

And then?Then, “Tomb
Raider” turns Lara into a

punching bag and an on-
looker.Moviemakersmay
believe such grueling vi-
olence to be obligatory, a
natural prelude to the
usual digital fakery.Here it
has the condescending
effect of telling themain
character to shut up and
take it like aman.

Here’s hoping the sequel
tries something a little
more enlightened. Vikan-
der is a fineLaraCroft.
Moviewise, however, she
could use a better set of
clues.

Michael Phillips is a Trib-
une critic.

mjphillips@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@phillipstribune

Alicia Vikander a fine Lara Croft, but reboot fails her
MPAA rating: PG-13
(for sequences of violence
and action, and for some
language)

Running time: 1:58

Tomb Raider, from Page 1

“Black Panther”
★★★ 1/2

PG-13, 2:20, action
Wakandawas blessed

by amagical substance
called vibranium.The
metal turns the king of
themoment into the
superhumanBlack Pan-
ther. KingT’Chaka ex-
pires, and his son,
T’Challa (Chadwick
Boseman), is crowned.
There are two antago-
nists: Andy Serkis is
vibranium fanaticUlys-
sesKlaue, andMichael
B. Jordan is theAmeri-
can black ops ace known
asKillmonger.He’s got
ambitions for the throne,
and a belief in getting
stunningly advanced
weaponry in the hands
of oppressed people of
color throughout the
world.MayMarvel learn
its lesson:When amovie
like this ends up feeling
both personal and vital,
you’ve done something
right.—Michael Phillips

“Call Me by Your
Name” ★★★ 1/2

R, 2:12, drama
“CallMe byYour

Name” is about being 17.
TimotheeChalamet
stars as Elio Perlman, the
son of anAmerican
professor (Michael
Stuhlbarg). Each sum-
mer, Professor Perlman
andhiswife, Annella
(AmiraCasar), host a
graduate student to help
with research. This
year’s recruit, Oliver,
played byArmieHam-
mer, rates as a standout.
Elio’s embarking on an
affairwith a local girl
(EstherGarrel), but
Oliver presents a prob-
lemhe cannot solve.
This is a very, very good
filmdevoted to love.
—M.P.

“A Fantastic Woman”
★★★

R, 1:44, drama
DanielaVega, a trans

Chilean performer
trained in the theater,
plays the leading role in
“AFantasticWoman.” It
beginswith a bit ofmis-
direction:Wemeet
Orlando (Francisco
Reyes) and followhim to
his local sauna. Some-
where, he hasmisplaced
an envelope containing
vouchers for a vacation.
Thenwemeet his part-
ner,Marina. These two
are verymuch in love,
butOrlando dies sud-
denly. The film is about
the aftermath, and the
closure denied its pro-
tagonist.—M.P.

“The Shape of Water”
★★★ 1/2

R, 2:03, drama
“The Shape ofWater”

is a sexy, preposterous
fantasy. Set in 1962, the
storymarries “Creature
From theBlackLagoon”
to “Beauty and the
Beast.” SallyHawkins is
Elisa, themute janitor
who,we’re told,was
rescued froma river as a
foundling. She bears two
deep scars onher neck.
Elisaworks overnight at
a government research
center in Baltimore. A
new “asset” has been
brought in for examina-
tion:He, or It, comes
from theAmazon. “The
Shape ofWater” is de-
voted to the notion of
love as a state of liquid
bliss, andwe see that
bliss andmany other
emotions inHawkins’
expressive performance.
—M.P.

“Thoroughbreds”
★★★

R, 1:30, drama
CoryFinley’s impres-

sive debut feature drops
us into privilege,where
young lives ofmoneyed
desperation are on the
edge. Lily is the “nor-
mal” one, livingwith her
mother andher stepfa-
ther. Years ago, Lilywas
best friendswith
Amanda;more recently,
Amandahas become
troubled. Lily and
Amanda reunite, un-
easily. Lily’s stepfather is
a control freakwho’s just
asking for a fatal come-
uppance. The “normal”
girl is appalled at the
“abnormal” girl’s plan to
dispatch the stepfather,
but thewell-plotted
“Thoroughbreds” com-
plicates those labels as
the plot snakes itsway
toward violence.—M.P.

ALSO
PLAYING
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You Fell In Love With Your House

Get Gutter Guards That Make Sense

Plus enjoy 6 months same-as-cash financing!

Springrock Gutter Guards are backed by
our 100% No-Clog Warranty!

…Don’t fall off of it

Our services
• gutter guards installed on both new or existing gutters
• New, Seamless Gutter Systems
• Ice-Melt systems = No More Icicles!

KKeeps 100% of ALL types of debris out of your gutters
PPine Needles • Leaves • Honey Locust • Maple Seeds • Shingle Grit

No sub-contractors…EVER! We hire and train
our own installers so the job is done right.

“Team did a great job on our house.
Also appreciate that
they employ our veterans.”

-Google Review - see more reviews on our Google page or at
www.springrockreviews.com

Mesh works like a filter. Only water can get in!

www.SpringRockGutters.com

www.SpringRockGutters.com

Call Now 708.328.3505
For your NO-Hassle, free estimate

Save 10% up to $300
off your gutter work!

Spring Sale!

*Estimate Must be scheduled by 3.31.18

“The sales experience was great, they
had samples of all the different types
of gutter guards so I could see and
feel the quality difference.
Installation happened in the
time-frame that was indicated and
the product looks great.”

-Naperville, IL - See this review
and more at springrockreviews.com
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Presented by

and

Visit Chicagotribune.com/bestseatinthehouse
and enter by April 2

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Sweepstakes runs from 3/12/18 at 12:01 am CT to 11:59 pm CT on 4/2/18 & is open to legal U.S. residents residing

w/in 75-mile radius of Oriental Theatre in Chicago. To enter visit www.chicagotribune.com/bestseatinthehouse & complete entry form. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries By entering, you agree to

receive marketing and promotional emails from Chicago Tribune, Steinhafels & Mariano’s. Prize is 4 tix to Pretty Woman: The Musical at the Oriental Theatre on 4/6/18, $500 Steinhafels Credit, & $500 gift card for

shopping spree. ARV: $1400. Official Rules at www.chicagotribune.com/bestseatinthehouse. Sponsor: Chicago Tribune Co. LLC, 435 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 60611.

Best Seat in the House

In Partnership with

& SHOPPING SPREE!
($500 STEINHAFELS GIFT CARD
& $500 RETAIL GIFT CARD)

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN
4 VIP Tickets to Pretty Woman: The Musical

Despite the big reveal,
Wauconda 101 remains
necessary:

History
The village ofWauconda

(pop. 14,000) is an ancient
civilization, nestled beside
theLakewoodForest Pre-
serve, about 40miles north-
west of Chicago inLake
County. Its namederives
fromaNativeAmerican
word for “creator” (but less
than 1 percent ofWauconda
isNative-American). Itwas
incorporated in 1877,
founded byGerman and
Irish settlerswho arrived
viaNewEngland andNew
York.Waucondans are 85
percentwhite, 18 percent
Hispanic and less than 1
percentAfrican-American.

Because of gerrymander-
ing,Wauconda has no clear
shape but rather resembles
a hammerhead shark
spliced to the remains of a
partly devoured deer.Wau-
conda sits on 6 square
miles, on the banks of
BangsLake, north of Lake
Zurich, in relative isolation,
awinding half-hour drive
from the I-94 and I-90
highways. Rail service
ended in 1924. The village
made a reputation as a
weekend spot. “For a long
timewewere known for
apple orchards and
beaches,” saidKelly Lin-
coln, a fourth-generation
Waucondan, owner of
Daddyo’s frame andmusic
shop. Then the orchards
became subdivisions, and
the beaches began closing,
“andwe sat quiet for a long
time—until the past dozen
years,when the restaurant
scene onMain Street just
exploded.”

TodayWauconda, once a
home tomany farmers, is a
white-collar,middle- to
upper-middle-class com-
munity, somewhatmore
transient than in the past,
saidDan Smith, a village
elder and president of the
WaucondaTownshipHis-
torical Society.He recalls,
as a child, living in aWau-
condawhere “a large per-
centage of residents had
roots going back for genera-
tions. Ofmy friends, less
than 10 percent had a par-
entwho commuted to
Chicago—wewould never
have thought of ourselves
as a suburb (of Chicago).
These days,Wauconda
seemsmore like a bedroom
community.”

Technology
Waucondans do not own

flying cars.However, village
trusteeChuckBlack is
leasing an electric car, and
hehas been advocating for
charging stations along
Main Street.

There is no publicWi-Fi.

Security
Waucondans have lived

in peace for a long time.
Theirmain threats, ac-

cording toDavidWermes,
chief of police, are “basi-
cally the same as everyone’s
problems.”Domestic abuse,
opioid addiction. A few
years ago a liquor store
clerk shot and killed an
attempted robber, he said,
but generally, violent crime
is nonexistent. Last Sep-
tember, officers chased an
actualwhite bronco
through area streets.

Aside from the (decom-
missioned) battleship gun
outsideAmericanLegion
Post 911, theWaucondan
army consists of 10 squad
cars, two boats and 27 offi-
cers. Their fortresswas
constructed in 1991, just
across fromaDairyQueen.

Culture
“Wauconda is a pretty

kick-back, low-intensity
place,” saidMickeyLaRose,
a clerk atWaucondaPaint
andGlass, “the kindwhere
stores openwhen they feel
like opening.”

The high schoolmascot
is a bulldog. There are
parades and street festivals
and a half-dozen venues for
livemusic. The Illinois
DanceConservancymain-
tains four studios onMain
Street. Phil’s Beach, onto
which theBlues Brothers
drove their car in the 1980
film, has been closed since
1990 (but the ParkDistrict
has vague plans to reopen it
soon).

Several buildings are
haunted by the ghosts.

Residents are allowed to
conduct two garage sales a
year.

“Unfortunately, there is
nometric to judge how
(‘Black Panther’) impacted
Wauconda,” saidKevin
Timony, village adminis-
trator, “but ourwebhits are
up, and there are ‘Black
Panther’martinis and din-
ing specials at some restau-
rants.”

Exports
A sign outsideLindy’s

LandingRestaurant, Bar&
Marina at the center of the
village advertises: “Vibra-
niumSoldHere.” But that’s
a littleWauconda “Black
Panther” humor.

There are no natural
resourcesminedwithin
Wauconda (but there is a
coal-fired pizza parlor).

One ofWauconda’s big-
gest exports is flavor. The
village serves asNorth
American headquarters for
Synergy Flavors, a leading
manufacturer anddevel-
oper of food and beverage
flavors. (“Somedays here
thewhole town smells like
strawberry,” saidWeis-
bruch.) It’s also home to
Small TownBrewery, crea-
tors ofNotYour Father’s
Root Beer (partly acquired
byPabst in 2015).Wau-
conda companiesmake
widgets too— fasteners,
pins, clamps.

Leadership
The center of the king-

domofWauconda isWau-
condaVillageHall, which
was built before the dawn

of time (aka 1977) and in-
cludes awhite-steepled
facade and a decorative
white bell tower. Political
affiliation in the village of
Wauconda veers histori-
cally toRepublican, though
LincolnKnight, themayor,
the king ofWauconda, is
not affiliated.His reign
began a year ago.

It’s a part-time job; he
works inwindowanddoor
sales.Hewill serve four
years, though according to
theDailyHerald, as a can-
didate he resisted term
limits at the village level.
His throne is a high-backed
brown leather chairwith
worn armrests. It also swiv-
els. As ruler, Knight had led
a charge to bringLake
Michiganwater to the
village.He is also jumping
intoBangs Lake as part of
the annual Leprechaun
Plunge.Hewas never des-
tined to rule: “Twenty years
ago, if you said I’d be a
mayor of anything, Iwould
have been like— ‘Wait,
what?’ ” But aftermoving to
Wauconda in 1989, coach-
ing soccer, serving as presi-
dent of the ParkDistrict
and on theVillageBoard,
his futurewas fated.

Wauconda picks its
rulers through voting, not
combat. That said, Knight
replaced formerWaucon-
dan king FrankBart,who
chose not to run again.He
andKnight reportedly did
not see eye to eye on every-
thing fromLakeMichigan
water plans to the honorees
on a 9/11memorial. Knight,
as a village trustee, led a
no-confidence vote against
Bart.

So far, according to a few
of his subjects, Knight has
been a kind, progressive
ruler.Will Tremont,who
ownsTremonte’s Barber
Shop onMain Street (he
added the “e” to reflect his
family’s Italian roots), said
there are dayswhenWau-
conda looks like a “Norman
Rockwell paintingwith a
pulse,” and the previous
mayorwas “just totally
unsuited to running a small
town.”He said their new
king brings a fresh image
for the future and “a hope
thatWaucondawill be-
comewide-open to its
possibilities, just like
Wakanda.”

cborrelli@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@borrelli

Lincoln Knight took office as mayor of Wauconda peacefully last year. He splits his job as mayor with one in window and door sales.
BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

Wauconda enjoys Wakanda shine
Borrelli, from Page 1

Will Tremont gives Lee Hampel a haircut at Tremonte’s Barber Shop on Main Street. Wauconda is a “low-intensity place,” says Mickey LaRose, of Wauconda Paint and Glass.
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FRIDAY EVENING,MAR. 16
PM 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00

CBS 2
÷ (6) 2018 NCAA Basketball Tournament:
Bucknell vs Michigan State. (N) \

2018 NCAA Basketball Tournament: Syracuse vs TCU.
(N) (Live) \N ◊

NBC 5
Blindspot: “Deductions.”
(N) \N

Taken: “Invitation Only.”
(N) \N

Dateline NBC: “Deep in the
Woods.” (N) \N

NBC 5 News
(N) ◊

ABC 7
Once Upon a Time:
“Knightfall.” (N) \

(8:01) Marvel’s Agents of
S.H.I.E.L.D. (N) \

(9:01) 20/20 (N) \N News at
10pm (N) ◊

WGN 9
Two and a
Half Men

Two and a
Half Men

Last Man
Standing \

Last Man
Standing \

WGN News at Nine (N)
(Live) \N

WGN News
at Ten (N)

Antenna 9.2 3’s Comp. Soap \ Benson \ Wings \ Murphy Becker \ Coach \

This TV 9.3 Dressed to Kill (R,’80) ›››Michael Caine. \ Motel Hell (R,’80) ›› Rory Calhoun. ◊

PBS 11
Chi. Tonight:
Review (N)

Mister Rogers: It’s You I Like \ (9:15) Mister Rogers: It’s You I Like \ ◊

The U 26.1 7 Eyewitness News (N) The Game The Game Broke Girl Broke Girl Seinfeld \

MeTV 26.3 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Gomer Pyle Mama’s Hogan Hero Hogan Hero C. Burnett

H&I 26.4 Star Trek \ Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek ◊

Bounce 26.5 Living Single Living Single Street Kings (R,’08) ›› Keanu Reeves, Forest Whitaker.

FOX 32
MasterChef: “Junior Edition:
American Classics.” (N)

9-1-1: “Karma’s a Bitch.”
\ N

Fox 32 News
(N)

Flannery
Fired Up

Modern
Family \

Ion 38 CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime Scene CSI: Crime ◊

TeleM 44 José José, el príncipe (N) Al otro lado del muro (N) Enemigo íntimo (N) \ Chicago (N)

CW 50 Dynasty (N) \N Jane The Virgin (N) \ American Ninja Warrior Ninja ◊

UniMas 60 La niña La tierra prometida Nosotr. Nosotr. Noticias Uni

WJYS 62 Kenneth Cox Ministries Joyce Meyer Robison Paid Prog. Paid Prog. Monument

Univ 66 El rico y Lázaro (N) Papá a toda madre (N) Por amar sin ley (N) Noticias (N)

AE Live PD: Rewind (N) \ Live PD: “Live PD -- 03.16.18.” (N) (Live) \ ◊

AMC ÷ (6) The Devil Wears Prada (’06) ››› Mr. & Mrs. Smith (PG-13,’05) ›› Brad Pitt. ◊

ANIM ÷ Tanked- Madn. (Season Premiere) (N) Tanked: Tank Madness: “Shaq-tastic Tanks.” (N) \ Tanked ◊

BBCA ÷ (6:30) Sin City (R,’05) ››› Jessica Alba. \ Graham Norton Show (N) Live BBC (N)

BET ÷ (6) Big Mommas: Like Father, Like Son (’11) › The Quad Black ◊

BIGTEN Women’s College Hockey: Wisconsin vs Colgate. (N) (Live) \ NCAA Bas NCAA Bas

BRAVO Married to Medicine \ Married to Medicine (N) Relative Success (N) Watch What

CLTV News at 7 News (N) News at 8 News (N) Chic.Best Weekend Politics

CNBC Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ Game ◊

CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) CNN Tonight (N) Tonight (N) ◊

COM ÷ (6:30) Hot Tub Time Machine (R,’10) ›› \ Hot Tub Time Machine 2 (R,’15) › ◊

DISC ÷ Gold Rush: Gold Rush Gold Rush (N) \ Gold Rush WW (Season Finale) (N) Gold Rush ◊

DISN Stuck (N) Bizaard (N) Andi Mack Raven Gravity Falls Gravity Falls Stuck

E! Bring It On (PG-13,’00) ›› Kirsten Dunst. \ 10 Things I Hate About You (’99) › ◊

ESPN College Wrestling: NCAA Tournament, Semifinals. (N) (Live) SportCtr (N)

ESPN2 ÷Women’s Basketball Tournament (N) NCAA (N) Tennis (N) ◊

FNC Tucker Carlson (N) Hannity (N) \ The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News

FOOD Diners, Drive Diners, Drive (N) Diners, Drive Diners, Drive Diners, Drive

FREE ÷ Definitely (7:20) Georgia Rule (R,’07) › Jane Fonda, Lindsay Lohan. \ 700 Club ◊

FX The Equalizer (R,’14) ›› Denzel Washington. A former commando champions the helpless. \

HALL Campfire Kiss (NR,’17) Danica McKellar. \ Meet the Peetes \ Golden Girls

HGTV Dream Dream Dream (N) Dream Hunters (N) Hunt Intl (N) Hunters

HIST Ancient Aliens: Declassified: “Operation Aliens.” (N) \ ◊

HLN Death Row Stories \ Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic

IFC Inception (PG-13,’10) ››› Leonardo DiCaprio, Joseph Gordon-Levitt. \ Inception ◊

LIFE Bring It! (N) \ Bring It! (N) \ Gibson, Beyond (N) Bring It! ◊

MSNBC All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)

MTV ÷ Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous. Ridiculous.

NBCSCH High School Basketball (N) Best of Dan Patrick The Loop (N)

NICK Diary of a Wimpy Kid (PG,’10) ›› Zachary Gordon. Full House Full House Friends \

OVATION ÷ (6:30) Sleepless in Seattle (PG,’93) ›››Meg Ryan For Love of the Game (PG-13,’99) ›› ◊

OWN The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes The Paynes

OXY Dateline: Secrets (N) Mysteries & Scandals (N) Enough (PG-13,’02) ›› Jennifer Lopez. ◊

PARMT ÷ Lost World: Jurassic Park Jurassic Park (PG-13,’93) ››› Sam Neill, Laura Dern. \ ◊

SYFY ÷ Lara Croft: Tomb Raider Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama Futurama

TBS ÷ 2018 NCAA Basketball Tournament (N) 2018 NCAA Basketball Tournament (N) ◊

TCM Suddenly, Last Summer (NR,’59) ››› \ (9:15) Reflections in a Golden Eye ◊

TLC Trading Spaces \ Trading Spaces \ Trading Spaces \ Trading ◊

TLN Camp Meeting Dare Tru News Robison

TNT ÷ NCAA Basketball (N) 2018 NCAA Basketball Tournament: Retrievers vs Cavaliers (N)

TOON King of Hill Cleveland Cleveland Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Burgers Family Guy

TRAV Destination Truth Destination Truth (N) Destination Truth Destinati. ◊

TVL Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Mom \ Mom \ King

USA Mod Fam Mod Fam Secret Secret (N) Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam ◊

VH1 Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta Hip Hop ◊

WE ÷Marriage- Stars (N) Marriage- Stars (N) (9:05) Bridezillas (N) \ Love- Loc. ◊

WGN America M*A*S*H \ M*A*S*H \ M*A*S*H \ M*A*S*H \ M*A*S*H \ M*A*S*H \ M*A*S*H \

HBO Why Him? (R,’16) ›› James Franco. \ Real Time, Bill (N) High (N)

HBO2 Here and Now \ My Cousin Rachel (PG-13,’17) ››› Rachel Weisz. \ Unforget ◊

MAX ÷ (6:35) Hacksaw Ridge (R,’16) ››› Andrew Garfield. Strike Back (N) \ Strike ◊

SHO ÷ (6) The Girl on the Train Beyond the Opposite Sex (NR,’18) \ Sleepless (R,’17) ›› ◊

STARZ ÷ (6:11) Churchill (PG,’17) Power: “Why Her?” \ Counterpart \ Ash vs Evil

STZENC ÷ (6:17) Scrooged (’88) ››› A Knight’s Tale (PG-13,’01) ›› Heath Ledger. Out Time ◊

MOVIES
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WATCHTHIS: FRIDAY
“Jane TheVirgin” (8 p.m.,
CW): Xo (Andrea Navedo)
doesn’t necessarily want the
comfort that Jane, Rogelio
and Alba (Gina Rodriguez,
Jaime Camil, Ivonne Coll)
offer when they learn of her
situation in the new “Chapter
Seventy-Seven.” River Fields
(guest star Brooke Shields)
has her own plans for what
Rogelio has proposed. Rafael
(Justin Baldoni) is deter-
mined to connect with his
sister — andwhat shemight
know.

“MasterChef” (7 p.m., FOX):Milkshakes are the initial matter for the 22 young
chefs remaining, as the new “Junior Edition: American Classics” separates them
into teams and challenges them tomake asmany of the fountain favorites as pos-
sible within 10minutes. Then, chicken andwaffles are at the crux of the next test
facing them. Gordon Ramsay (also the show’s host), Christina Tosi and Joe Basti-
anich are the judges.

“Taken” (8 p.m., NBC): Bryan and Santana (Clive Standen, Jessica Camacho)
travel to North Korea to undertake a riskymission to free a nuclear physicist —
whowas believed to have died years ago— from a high-security prison compound
in the new episode “Invitation Only.” Hart’s (Jennifer Beals) request for Kilroy
(AdamGoldberg) to find a criminal sought by a foreign government poses amoral
crisis for him.Michael Benyaer, Daniel Yang andUni Park guest star.

“Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.” (8:01 p.m., ABC): Gravitoniummay be the
solution for the crisis facing theworld — provided Coulson (Clark Gregg) and his
team can find it in time— in the new episode “Principia.” They don’t havemuch of
a window of time to do that within. JeffWard and Catherine Dent (“The Shield”)
continue their guest roles. Ming-NaWen, Chloe Bennet, Iain De Caestecker, Eliza-
bethHenstridge, Henry Simmons andNatalia Cordova-Buckley also star.

“Strike Back” (9 p.m., 10 p.m., Cinemax): Trying to keep upwith the formidable
Lowry (Katherine Kelly), Section 20 sets out to track down former CIA contractor
Rachel Sheridan (Dervla Kirwan), asWyatt (DanielMcPherson) tries to win the
confidence of her estranged daughter, Lila (Sai Bennett). Jensen’s (Phil Dunster)
wish to get closer to Novin (Alin Sumarwata) brings him into the field and, thus,
closer to danger, in the new “Episode 7.”

“Laurieann Gibson: Beyond the Spotlight” (9:02 p.m., Lifetime): Laurieann’s
latest client is singer-songwriter Justine Skye, and the assignment is to transform
her into a pop superstar andmarket Justine that way to potentially millions of fans.
The project almost immediately hits a major hurdle, however, when Laurieann
sees that Justine is far more absorbed in her life and celebrity via social media to
givemuch attention to the work required to launch her into the highly competitive
world of music in the new episode “Skye’s the Limit.”

TALKSHOWS

“TheTonight ShowStarring Jimmy Fallon” (10:34 p.m., NBC): Actor Aaron
Paul; model Karlie Kloss; comic Jacqueline Novak.*
“JimmyKimmel Live” (10:35 p.m., ABC): Celebrity guests and comedy skits.*
“The Late ShowWith Stephen Colbert” (11:35 p.m., CBS): Actor Donald Glov-
er; reality-TV personality OmarosaManigault-Newman; Ibeyi performs.*

Hey, TV lovers: Looking for detailed show listings? TVWeekly is an ideal companion.
To subscribe, go towww.iwantmytvmagazine.com or call 1-855-604-7004.

* Subject to change

Brooke Shields

Thousands of Ideas to Remodel, Repair & Beautify Your Home! See the Latest Products & Services
& Speak With Experts Who’ll Make Your Home Improvement Projects Easier. All With ONE Visit!

PLUS! Special Features & Exhibits!
vGreat Selection of Interior&Exterior Remodelers! vNew & Unique Products & Services!
v Live Cooking Demos All Weekend Long! vOutdoor Furniture! Gardening Tools!
v Exclusive Show Specials, Offers &Giveaways! v ExpertsOnSite toHelpYou&MuchMore!

Home & Garden ShowsCHICAGOLAND’S FINEST

DECORExtERiOR OUtDOORiNtERiOR DESiGN

Making Home Impr ov em ent Easi er !

Other Events: Naperville - Lake County - Oak Brook - Tinley Park - Arlington Hts. www.FreeHomeShow.com 630-953-2500

Premier Sponsor Eco Sponsor

THIS WEEKEND! v Sat. & Sun.10am - 5pm
800 S. Rte. 31 / Just S. of Rte. 14 / NorthWest Highway
Crystal Lake - Holiday Inn

www.CrystalLakeHomeShow.com

601 N. Milwaukee Ave. - Wheeling - Lake Cook Rd. & Milwaukee Ave.

March 24th & 25th v Sat. & Sun. 10am - 5pm
www.HomeShowNorthShore.com

North Shore - Westin Hotel
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55 W. Schiller
Chicago, IL 60610
$3,995,000
Duane Shumaker | dshumaker@koenigrubloff.com | 312-268-2765



3747 N Lakewood

$2,399,000

5 Bed 4.2 Bath

Lake Shore Co-Op

$4,995,000

4 Bed 4.1 Bath

1530 N State #7

$2,495,000

5 Bed 4.1 Bath

1514-18 W George

$3,295,000

6 Bed 4.2 Bath

1753 W Wabansia

$3,495,000

7 Bed 4.2 Baths

2474 N Lincoln

3 Bed 2 Bath

$799,000-$999,000

lincolncrossing.com

1740 N Marshfield

#32

$919,000

4 Bed 2.1 Bath

1334 N. Newport

$2,599,000

6 Bed 5.2 BathC
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312.883.3030

showings@lowegroupchicago.com

lowegroupchicago.com

Lowe Group By The Numbers
The #1 Team in Chicago

Lowe Group Chicago was named the number one team in the city of Chicago

and the state of Illinois, in total residential sales (2012, 2014-2017). Also,

named number one team in Lincoln Park and Lakeview (2017).

Average ration of
sold price to list price

In closed residential
volume in 2015-2017

Average days on
market

50.8

97.9

$250M+
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444 W Grant $5,800,000 7 Bed 8.1 Bath

2118 N Cleveland $3,395,000 8 Bed 4.5 Bath

2214 N Magnolia $2,895,000 6 Bed 5.5 Bath 2000 N Orleans $1,950,000 5 Bed 5 Bath

2011 N Mohawk $4,200,000 6 Bed 4.2 Bath

2728 N Bosworth $2,895,000 8 Bed 8.5 Bath
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Just Listed

Just Listed

Just Listed

Coming Soon

Coming Soon

Coming Soon

Featured
Listings



Joanne Nemerovski
312.720.4505
joannesellschicago@gmail.com

compass.com
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416 W Grant $1,395,000 4 Bed 3 Bath 3828 N Lincoln #2 $549,000 3 Bed 2 Bath

Just Listed

Compass Real Estate is a licensed real estate broker with a principal office in New York, NY and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measurements and square footage are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the ralm of real estate brokerage.

Coming Soon
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Welcome to the
Spring Market,
Chicago.
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2212 N Burling St
$4,690,000

Classic renovated
house on a double lot
with coach house.

647 W Melrose St #2
$2,099,000

Gorgeous 40’ wide new
construction in elevator
building.

161 E Chicago Ave #55DE
$1,995,000

Total gut-rehab of spacious
unit with extraordinary un-
obstructed south, east and
west views.

6000 square foot oppor-
tunity with 65 feet of lake
frontage.

East Lake Shore Drive Co-Op
$1,965,000

1501 N State Pkwy #10A
$1,585,000

Total gut-rehab of spa-
cious condo with spectac-
ular views of Lake Michigan
and Lincoln Park.
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Brad Lippitz Group is
proud to announce our
move to Compass.



Brad Lippitz
773.404.1144
brad@bradlippitz.com
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3750 N Lake Shore Dr #4D
$595,000

1259 W Wrightwood Ave
$3,650,000

Party house with extraordinary
indoor/outdoor entertaining
spaces.

Serene sophistication and
high design in this stunning
east-facing showplace in
full-service coop.

Super smart, super stylish,
perfectly renovated vintage
condominium.

210 E Walton Pl Unit B
$1,090,000

Classic elegance in special
residence which lives like a
single family house.

440 E Aldine St
$799,000

Sprawling vintage residence
with garage parking.

3740 N Lake Shore Dr #11B
$599,000
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1865 N Maud St
$2,650,000

3200 N Lake Shore Drive
#2905 $875,000

Fabulous single family on a
prime corner lot.

Chic lakefront Penthouse with
spectacular view.

6000 SF single family house
1/2-block from the Lake.

538 W Stratford Pl
$2,495,000

Compass Real Estate is a licensed real estate broker with a principal office in New York, NY and abides by all applicable Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes
only, is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, and changes without notice. All measurements and square footage are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the ralm of real estate brokerage.
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Brad Lippitz Group
Modern. Vintage.
Cool. Architectural.
And everything in
between.
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Brad Lippitz
773.404.1144
brad@bradlippitz.com



SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

Classic European Elegance in the Gold Coast

O
neof theoriginal Adler rowhomeson Schiller,
this exquisite residence at 55W. Schiller Street
was completely rebuilt in 2017 with an
emphasis on classic European elegance. The

original, historic façade still remains and all windows
are replicas of the original Adler design.The interior has
been meticulously designed, each detail a thoughtful
choice in the home’s chic aesthetic. Enter into the
sophisticated grand salon. Rare European salvages,
herringbone-laid, oak floors flow through themain level.
Eleven-foot ceilings soar above with twin, Art Deco-
inspired, smoked crystal chandeliers. Natural light fills
the room, flooding in froma front-facing, floor-to-ceiling
window. Custom Nero Marquina marble fireplaces
flank the dining roomwith ample space for all of your
entertaining needs.

Custom features abound in this unique, free-standing,
chef’s kitchen inspired by Europe’s gourmet spaces.
A wall of two-toned, white and aubergine, cabinets
have black granite countertops and customhardware.
At the center of the room is a fantastic Prunella
marble island under an Art Deco chandelier. Viking,
commercial-grade, stainless steel appliances include
an extra-large refrigerator and freezer and 48”Tuscany
rangewithplaster hoodandbrass trim. Floor-to-ceiling
windows flank a French door that leads out the back
balcony and down to the patio for al fresco dining.

Ascend the Art Deco-inspired staircase to the third-
level master suite. A wall of floor-to-ceiling windows
provide views of the landscapeddeck and surrounding
skyline. The retreat-like space is made even more
inviting with a fireplace with custom Nero Marquina
mantle. Pocket doors lead to the walk-in award-
winning California Closet with silk floors, built-in
organization and chandelier. The suite is completed
by the lavish master bathroom with honed Nero
Marquina marble floors and double vanity and solid

walnut paneling. Designed for relaxation, the bath
includes a Kohler soaking tub set in front of a wall of
large windows and oversized large, glass-enclosed
steam shower.

The second level has two en-suite bedrooms and a
flexible den/exercise room. Each bedroomhas custom
worsted wool carpet. The second bedroom has a 10-
foot span of casement windows overlooking the
professionally landscaped backyard. The gym/office
has cork floors, walnut paneling and mirrored walls.
The second level also has a convenient laundry room.

A wonderful, flexible lower level features a heated

floor clad in tiles from a 17th Century European Villa.

This level has a private entrance,mudroom, oversized

1-car garage, full bath, library and access to the lovely,

manicuredbackyard from the family roomwith a floor-

to-ceiling brick fireplace. No detail was missed in this

New Construction Gold Coast gem!

To find outmore information, please reachout to broker

Duane Shumaker at dshumaker@koenigrubloff.com

or 312.268.2765.



eborah ballis hirt,
lizabeth ballis
nd nicole niermeyer

info@ballisgroup.com | 312.867.8166 | www.ballisgroup.com

SPRING IS HEATING UP AND SO IS THE MARKET!
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639 W FULLERTON 639 W FULLERTON

1447 N MOHAWK 1447 N MOHAWK

474 N LAKE SHORE DRIVE

639 W FULLERTON

1447 N MOHAWK

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the
principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 3/18

1151 N DAMEN



World-Class Marketing
that moves your home from

Listed to Sold.
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ONE MAGNIFICENT LIFE | KOENIGRUBLOFF.COM

712 N LAWLER AVE, WILMETTE

Sun-streamed 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Gleaming, recently-
refinished hardwood floors accentuate open/flowing
floorplan. Both baths updated. Fin lower level. $349,900
Linda Lincoln 847.790.8410

4506 DEER TRAIL, NORTHBROOK

Spacious and sun-drenched 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath townhome
with hardwood floors and open, flowing floorplan. Sharp
updated kitchen. Finished lower level. $385,000
Linda Lincoln 847.790.8410

4512 N DAMEN AVE, CHICAGO

Fully-renovated 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath historic home in
Lincoln Square on appx 40’ x 175’ lot. Complete rehab in
2004. Close to Lycée Français. $1,179,000
Keith Goad 773.750.5201

180 E PEARSON ST 3302, CHICAGO

Water Tower residences. Exceptional, renovated, north
facing. 1,775 appx sf, 2 br, 2 ba. Peaceful, stunning views of
Lake Michigan and the shore line. $1,199,000
Michael Rosenblum 312.893.8162

2642 N BURLING ST, CHICAGO

Modern living in E. Linc Park. Sophisticated & contemporary
finishes in updated historic worker’s cottage are a flawless
blend of design & pedigree. $1,225,000
Keith Goad 773.750.5201

833 - 847 N MCKINLEY RD, LAKE FOREST

Beacon Place offers elegant 4 bedroom, 4.5 bath homes
with an in-town location, maintenance-free lifestyle.
$1,675,000 - $1,975,000
Ann Lyon / Jeanne Martini 847.828.9991

664 FOREST AVENUE, GLEN ELLYN

All-brick 6 br, 4.5 ba Georgian in the heart of town. Just 2
blocks to Lake Ellyn & 4 to town/train. Seamlessly rehabbed
& expanded on appx half-acre. $1,740,000
Amy Bendigkeit 630.649.8998

845 WALDEN LN, LAKE FOREST

Stunning 6 bedroom, 5.5 bath newer home in a superb east
LF, close to Lake Michigan. Perfection top-to-bottom with
detailed millwork, hardwood floors. $1,895,000
Ann Lyon / Jeanne Martini 847.828.9991

2039 N MOHAWK ST, CHICAGO

East Lincoln Park 4 Bedroom home, one-way, tree-lined
street close to Oz Children’s Park, Lincoln Park, Lake
Michigan. Tall ceilings. Fireplace. $2,695,000
Janet Owen 312.268.0700

1490 LAKE RD, LAKE FOREST

Spectacular estate in east LF on Lake Road. 6 bedroom, 6.3
bath. Newer Christopher Peacock kitchen, great hall with 2
fplcs, 22-ft cathedral ceiling. $3,850,000
Ann Lyon / Jeanne Martini 847.828.9991

925 N SHERIDAN RD, LAKE BLUFF

Once-in-a-lifetime opp to build within Crab Tree Farm
enclave, on 26.65 acres, the most prestigious & beautiful
parcel of lakefront land available. $5,950,000
Ann Lyon / Jeanne Martini 847.828.9991

World-Class Marketing that moves
your home from Listed to Sold.

Get Noticed.

KoenigRubloff.com • 866.795.1010

3607 N DAMEN AVE 3,
CHICAGO

Audubon school
district. Two-year
new construction.
Immaculate 4 bedroom
+ family room, 3.5
bath 3,600+ appx sf
penthouse duplex
up. Garage parking.
$1,249,500

The MG Group
773.687.4696

NEW PRICE
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It will startle you that a U.K. synth-pop gianthas a deepChicago link. ButGregKot, in his talkwithOrchestralManoeuvres in the
Dark frontmanAndyMcCluskey, reveals all— fromWaxTrax! records and late director JohnHughes, to themovie “Pretty in Pink.”The
’80s are back.With a vengeance. In Turn It Up

Andy McCluskey, left, and Paul Humphreys, co-founders of Orchestral Manoeuvres in the Dark, bring the group to the Vic Theatre on Friday.

MARK MCNAULTY PHOTO

OMG, it’s OMD

As the classic origin story
goes, the five teenage singers in
Philadelphia’s Boyz IIMen
snuck into aBell BivDevoe
concert tomeet the famousR&B
group’sMichael Bivins. They
sang for himon the spot; other
performers on the bill such as
PaulaAbdul andWill Smith
stopped to pay attention; and
Bivins later signedBoyz to a
management deal. By early 1992,
they’d sold 3million copies of
their debut “Cooleyhighhar-
mony.”

But there’s a hole in the story.
Howdid theBoyz get into the
heavily secured 1989 concert at
thePhiladelphiaConvention
Center?NathanMorris, a
46-year-old foundingmember,
explains that a friend knew local

radioDJswhowere able to
secure tickets to the show—but
they couldn’t provide any back-
stage access. “Oncewe got into
the venue,wewere hanging
around the backstage door,
singing, andwere able to get
someone to give us a couple of
passes,” he recalls. “But at the
timewehad five guys.Wehad to
get two guys back there, and one
would comeoutwith the two
passes. Thenwewere able to
(admit) one guy, then one guy,
then one guy— that’s howwe
did it, basically.”

Morris,WanyaMorris and
ShawnStockman are the three
remaining singers inBoyz II
Men,whosemassive early-’90s
hits “Motownphilly,” “Endof the
Road” and “It’s SoHard to Say
Goodbye toYesterday” helped
turn them into the best-selling
R&Bgroup ever. The band’s

perfectly interlocking har-
monies came alongwhenWhit-
neyHouston,MariahCarey and,
yes, BBDwere delivering im-
maculate singing to the pop
charts. Theywere part of the
electronic, heavily produced

new-jack-swingmovement, but
as their hit cover of the Five
Satins’ “In the Still of theNite”
showed, they haddoo-wop at
their core.

MUSIC PREVIEW

Wanya Morris, from left, Nathan Morris and Shawn Stockman.

COURTESY OF BOYZ II MEN

Boyz II Men not
saying goodbye
at all to yesterday
By Steve Knopper
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Boyz II Men, Page 4

1St. Patrick’s Day Parade:
TheChicagoRiver is dyed

green at 9 a.m., but parade festiv-
ities kick off at noon. Free. Sat-
urday. Intersection of Balbo and
Columbus drives, proceeding
north. tinyurl.com/ybo3c2ap

2Vic Mensa/Jamila Woods:
Concert celebrates launchof

the foundation SaveMoney
SaveLife. $80-$150. 18 and older.
10 p.m. Friday. LincolnHall, 2424
N. LincolnAve. tinyurl.com
/y8gtekww

3The Soul Sessions: Pre-
sented byAMFMGallery, this

iteration of its jazz series is geared
towardWomen’sHistoryMonth.
$5 in advance, $7 at doors. 7 p.m.
Friday. LoRezBrewing, 2101 S.
Carpenter St. tinyurl.com
/y96ddcld

4Chicago Music Trivia
Night: Howwell do you know

Chicago’smusic history? Put your
trivia skills to the test. 6 p.m. Fri-
day. GManTavern, 3740N.Clark
St. tinyurl.com/y9ksxpv6

5CSO Family: Let’s Explore:
Co-hosted byEmilyGraslie,

the FieldMuseum’s curiosity
correspondent, this program
investigates connections between
music andnature. $12-$45. 11 a.m.
and 12:45 p.m. Saturday. Chicago
SymphonyCenter, 220 S.Michi-
ganAve. tinyurl.com/ycj49eef

6 “Flowertales”: Flower&
Garden Show features over 24

gardens; educational, interactive
workshops; and a kids’ activity
garden. $5-$19. ThroughSunday.
NavyPier, 600E.GrandAve.
tinyurl.com/yclv7q5h

7 Louder Than A Bomb indi-
vidual finals: Watch asChi-

cago’s youngpoets use spoken
word andhip-hop to express
themselves and come together
across demographic and socioec-
onomic lines. $10-$20. 7 p.m.
Friday.University ofChicago’s
LoganCenter for theArts, 915E.
60th St. tinyurl.com/y8p5xvoq

8Winter Werq Out: “RuPaul’s
DragRace” superstar person-

alitiesTrixieMattell andWillam
are set towerq it out inBoystown.
$10 cover starting at 9 p.m. Friday.
Roscoe’s Tavern, 3356N.Halsted
St. tinyurl.com/yce6e6y2

9Get On Board: A Celebra-
tion of Women’s Skate-

boarding: Workshops dedicated
towomen and girls learning how
to build skate decks,with private
lessons, a photo show led by fe-
male artists, a video screening, a
panel discussion and giveaways.
FreewithRSVP. 4:30 p.m. Friday,
lessons for first 66 in line; 7:30
p.m., open to public and open
skate jam.House ofVansChicago,
113N. Elizabeth St. tinyurl.com
/ybshjjaf

10Author Conversation:
Poet, essayist and cultural

criticHanif Abdurraqib and au-
thor andmusic critic Jessica
Hopper sit down to discuss his
first collection of essays, “They
Can’tKillUsUntil TheyKillUs.”
FreewithRSVP. 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday.Women&Children
First, 5233N.Clark St. tinyurl
.com/y9mag3qy

jroti@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@jessitaylorro

TAKE 10
By Jessi Roti | Chicago Tribune

Chicago’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade
begins at noon Saturday.
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*Offer valid on March 21 (eve), March 22 (mat + eve), March 25 (eve) and March 27 performances only. Restrictions apply. While supplies last. Not valid on previously purchased tickets or with any other offer.

2 MAIN FLOOR SEATS FOR $99*
Use code PARTY
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FewyoungDJs and producers
inChicago are as charismatic,
original and progressive asAriel
Zetina. But that’s likely because
Zetina is one of a kind. For one,
most producerswould not cite
the era of pop-oriented trance
music in the late ’90s and early
2000s as one of the numerous
influences in their current crea-
tions. Andmost don’tmention
performance artwithin their
origin stories. It is precisely be-
cause of Zetina’s tastes,which are
broad and inclusive, that fans
(andhousemusic institutions)
have flocked to her in droves.

Zetinamoved toChicago in
2008 to attendNorthwestern
University andhas been active in
the city’s performance art and
music scenes since then. She first
foundmusic production around
late 2013 throughWitchHazel,
an operatic and theatrical per-
formance collectivemaking art
pieceswith electronicmusic.

“Aswe startedmakingmore
andmorework, I realized, instead
of sourcing thematerial, I could
bemaking it exactlywhat it
needed to be,” she said.

Zetina taught herself produc-
tion programs likeGarageBand,
Mixxx andVirtualDJ. She fell
more andmore intomusic as time
went on. “I think I fell intoDJing
as an autonomy thing aswell,” she

said. “Iwas doing this (Witch
Hazel)work rightwhen Iwas
transitioning. I always talk about
my transition as not only a gender
transition; itwas a transition of a
lot of stuff inmy life, and sud-
denly Iwas able to just trustmy-
selfmore.”

This yearwill prove to be one

of Zetina’smost formative yet.
Herworkload andpopularity
have flourished so significantly,
she has been able to drop her side
gig in the service industry to focus
onmusic full time. But to be
called a success inChicago re-
quiresmore finesse, character,
community andunderstanding of

what trulyworks here. And
Zetina has it.

Her popularmonthly party,
Cubic Zirconia,which began in
2016, became an outlet for Zetina
to play new, rare, obscure and
underground gems. Andwhen
shewas not on the decks, the
partywelcomed a bevy of emerg-
ing or under-recognized acts
fromwithin and outside the city
to flex their creativemuscles. At
any givenZetina-affiliated party,
one is likely to hear a set unlike
anything else spun in and around
theChicago area.Her parties are
where you go to get an informal
sneak peek ofwhat is raw, unfil-
tered and just straight-up good.

It comes as no surprise then
that Smartbar, a housemusic
institution formore than 35
years, recentlywelcomedZetina
into the fold as one of its junior
residents.Her first order of busi-
ness: expanding her network of
parties. DiamondFormation
(consider this part two of the
jewel-themedparty names)
launched thismonth to success.
Zetina does not take her resi-
dency lightly. By aligning herself
within the internationally fa-

mous Smartbar community, she
has firmly placedhermusic—
which transgresses club and bass
aesthetics— in a living legacy of
dancemusic inChicago. Later
this year, Zetinawill join the
Smartbar crew for its regular
MovementMusic Festival take-
over.

But Zetina ismost excited
about her new releases, some of
which she’s beenworking on
since 2015. She’s doubled down
onproduction efforts and antici-
pates releasing at least five new
tracks this year.

“I’ve been experimenting tech-
nically a lot right now, and it’s
givenme a lot of access to experi-
ment formally and emotionally,”
she said. “I definitely feel like I’m
justmore present, both inmy
productionwork and inmy
DJing.”

There seems to be no stopping
Zetina’s rise. And if 2018 goes like
the years before, audienceswill
follow along for the ride.

“I thinkmy goal is still just to
make people dance. That’s some-
thing I neverwant to lose,” she
said. “I’ve come to realize I can
createmy ownnarrative about
what dancing does from start to
finish rather than just sort of
mimic or reference.”

Britt Julious is a freelancewriter.

onthetown@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@chitribent

LOCAL SOUNDS

It’s Ariel Zetina’s party, and it’s getting bigger
By Britt Julious
Chicago Tribune

Ariel Zetina, a DJ and producer, recently became a junior resident at
Smartbar and successfully launched Diamond Formation this month.

TYKE RIGGS PHOTO

When: 10 p.m. Saturday

Where: The Hideout, 1354 W.
Wabansia Ave.

Tickets: $10 (21+); www.ticket
fly.com

AndyMcCluskey, co-founder
ofU.K. synth-pop avatarsOrches-
tralManoeuvres in theDark
(OMD), cherishes his Chicago
connection.

As teenagers growing up in
Liverpool, England, during the
early ’70s,McCluskey andPaul
Humphreys heard the future in
themusic ofGerman experimen-
tal bands such asKraftwerk,
whose landmark hits such as
“Autobahn” and “TheManMach-
ine” ushered in a newera of elec-
tronic popmusic.

Humphreys had someknowl-
edge of electronics so he endedup
building his ownmachines to
make noise, andMcCluskey or-
dered a cheap synthesizer from
hismother’smail-order catalog
for the equivalent of about $10.
Combining cheap equipment
with innovative lyrics and alluring
melodies, OMD’s early singles,
including “Electricity,” “Enola
Gay” and “Joan ofArc,” became
hits, and the duo’s first four al-
bums created a template for elec-
tro-pop thatwas not onlymelodic
and danceable, but cerebral and
frequently disquieting. Those
records filtered intoAmerica,
thanks in part to adventurous
record stores such asWaxTrax in
Chicago,whichwas frequented
by JohnHughes, a youngmovie
director and scriptwriter from
the suburbs.Hugheswas a new-
music fanwhowould sprinkle the
soundtracks to hismovieswith
songs he discovered in the over-
flowingWaxTrax import bins.

In 1986,whenHugheswas
looking for a closing song for
“Pretty in Pink,” amovie he
scripted, he calledOMDat a
pivotal time in the duo’s career.

“For all themillions of records
we sold,we didn’tmake themon-
ey thatDepeche (Mode)made,
becausewe signed a terrible deal
and theywere on a (more equita-
ble) 50-50 deal,”McCluskey says.
“We sold 20million singles and 12
million albums, butwe owed
Virgin 12million pounds, and not
becausewe bought castles and
yachts.Wewere on a schedule
wherewehad sixweeks towrite a
record, becauseweneeded the
money.”

WhenHughes called, OMD
was “honored and flattered.We
met himand (actors)Molly Ring-
wald and JonCryer.He needed a
song for the final prom scene and
we gave himone. ‘I love it,’ he
says, ‘butwe changed the ending.
Can youwrite another one?’We
were going to start touring in two
days, butwewent into a studio in
Hollywood, and finished it by 4 in
themorning, then biked it over to
Paramount (move studio) by 9 in
morning.”

The song, “If YouLeave,” be-
cameOMD’s biggest hit inAmeri-
ca, thoughMcCluskey is some-
what sheepish about the quality

as itwaswritten at a timewhen
he andHumphreyswere hurried-
ly cranking out songs to fill out
albums.

“Wehadnothingwalking into
the studio, so Paul sits at the piano
and gets some chords,we put
together somedrum samples, and
I cameupwith lyrics that did the
job. It’s a good song fromaperiod
whenwewerewriting a lot of
songs quickly out of necessity.We
were relying on our ability to
write and playmusicwhenwe
didn’t have time to develop the
best ideas.Whenwe’re at our
best, our lyrics are not the usual
subjects for pop songs. That’smy
forte, but in themid- to late-’80s I
was justwriting down the first
words coming tomymind,which
were slightly cliched lyrics.”

McCluskey acknowledges that
his frankness about this era of
OMD isn’t particularly popular
with the fanswho came to the
band around the time “If You

Leave” cracked the top 5 on the
American singles chart. “Saying
things like that upset Americans,
of course, because thosemore
expedient records coincidedwith
ourAmerican success,” he says.
“They could have been better if
we hadmore time. If our original
ideawas not always strong,we
didn’t have time to adjust andwe
endedup overlaying things.We
could ‘craftsmen’ ourway around
the tracks.We endedupusing
loads and loads of varnish.”

No excuses are necessary to
justifyOMD’s recentwork, how-
ever.McCluskey carried onwith-
outHumphreys in the ’90s before
finally pulling the plug, but the
two resurrectedOMD in 2006.
The reconstituted bandused the
minimalist craft of its early al-
bums as a touchstone,which is
why the last twoOMDalbums in
particular, “EnglishElectric”
(2013) and “ThePunishment of
Luxury” (2017), sound far better
than typical cash-in reunion
releases.

“After a couple years of playing
together again and loving being
in the band,wehad to ask, ‘Are
we a tribute band to ourselves?’ ”
McCluskey says. “Wedidn’twant

to be a sad pastiche of ourselves,
andwedidn’twant to put out
newalbums just to have a new
logo for aT-shirt to sell on tour.
Sowewent back to the strict,
minimal, slightlymore experi-
mental electronic sound of our
early albums.”

OMDcouples that soundwith
ambitious lyrics,which address
how the hopefulman-machine
future glimpsed in the ’70s by
Kraftwerk and its electro-pop
disciples has darkened, as corpo-
rations rule the techworld and
socialmedia reduces human
interaction towhatMcCluskey
describes as easilymisinterpreted
hieroglyphics.

“Wewere probably the last
kids of the lastworldwar’s utopi-
an hope,” he says. “Therewas
going to be awonderful new
future— there’d be a robotmaid
in the house and a robot car in the
garage, but it just didn’t turn out
thatway, did it? Anybodywho
went through the ’70s, theCold
War, the collapse ofmanufactur-
ing, could see that things
wouldn’t pan out thatway.”

On the latest OMDalbum, the
title track is based on a 19th-
century Italian painting, Giovanni

Segentini’s “ThePunishment of
Luxury” (originally titled “The
Punishment of Lust”).

“I’ve known that painting since
Iwas teenager— it hangs in the
WalkerArtGallery in Liverpool,”
McCluskey says. “We’ve appro-
priated the title and applied it to
themodernworld.We’remateri-
ally better off, butwe’re less
happy.We’ve been brainwashed
to thinkmyneighbors don’t re-
spectme becausemy car isn’t
modern enough, ormy kids think
I’m a bad guy because I didn’t buy
them the newestXbox.We’ve
been lured into this toxicmind-
set. But there is hope at the end of
the album.Myhope is that people
will get through this,wewill
adjust and overcome.”

Until that time comes,Mc-
Cluskey sayswith a laugh,OMD
“will keepwriting these cheerful
popmelodies full of dark, dysto-
pian lyrics.”

GregKot co-hosts “SoundOpin-
ions” at 8 p.m. Friday and 2 and 11
p.m. Saturday onWBEZ-FM91.5.

Kot is a Tribune critic.

greg@gregkot.com Twitter@gregkot

Reborn OMD has old tie to city

Paul Humphries, left, and Andy McCluskey of Orchestral Manoeuvres In the Dark have a new album. Years ago, they did a song for “Pretty in Pink.“

CHRIS OATEN

When: 7:30 p.m. Friday

Where: Vic Theatre, 3145 N.
Sheffield Ave.

Tickets: $35; www.jamusa.com

Electro-pop duo
revives its sound,
details Hughes link

TURN ITUP
ByGregKot
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In 2013, the distinctive
Chicago jazz singer
GrazynaAuguscik faced a
devastating loss.

MarekBajson, her part-
ner ofmore than 20 years,
was killed by a driver sub-
sequently chargedwith
DUI as Bajson stood near
his car on the shoulder of
MannheimRoad, near
O’Hare International Air-
port.

Auguscik,whowas in
her native Poland at the
time, learned the news as
she headed to herWarsaw
hotel roomafter a rehearsal
for a concert thatwould be
broadcast nationwide.

Itwas “themost tragic
day ofmy life,” she toldme
severalmonths later. “I
didn’t knowwhat I am
going to do. The first
thoughtwas to jumpon the
plane the nextmorning and
go back toChicago. But
thanks tomy friends, Chi-
cago friends… they toldme
that I should play the con-
cert, becauseMarekwas
waiting for this concert.”

Auguscik somehow
made it through the per-
formance, thenheaded
home toChicago to face a
suddenly empty apartment.

“Music ismy therapy,”
she toldme at the time,
and, indeed, she has proved
asmuch, quickening the
tempo of herwork.

Justweeks ago, Auguscik
scored a triumphby organ-
izing and directing the
second annual Chopin in

theCity festival, a stylisti-
callywide-ranging event
embracing jazz, classical,
avant-garde andworld-
music perspectives on
Poland’s greatest composer.
And thisweekend she’ll be
in residence at theGreen
Mill JazzClub, offering two
nights of originalmusic
and, of course, jazz trans-
formations of Chopin’s
masterworks.

How is she faring in the
wake of all that has trans-
pired?

“It’s five years this
month,” she says, referring
toBajson’s death. “A lot of
things happened. I’m very
busy. I traveled a lot.

“Mymomwas very ill
last year. I spent a lot of
time in Poland. Iwas kind
of disconnected fromChi-
cago. In themeantime, I
was playingwith people in
Poland. And I always
playedwith Paulinho (Gar-
cia) in Poland,” she adds,
referring to her longtime
collaborator, a Brazilian
vocalist-guitaristwho
moved fromChicago to Los
Angeles in 2015.

“I’m alone,” saysAugus-
cik, “but I’mnot lonely.”

Music has beenAugus-
cik’s constant companion,
and amidherwide-ranging
activities, nothing has occu-
piedmore of her energy
thanChopin in theCity.
BetweenFeb. 22 andMarch
1, several of Chicago’s lead-
ingmusicians— and visit-
ing artists aswell— offered
personal perspectives on
19th-century repertoire
that soundsmodern to this
day. Jazzmusicians such as
DeeAlexander,Miguel de
laCerna andAuguscik
herself, avant-gardists such
asDaveRempis andTim
Daisy and classical inter-
preters such as pianist

Pawel Checinski attested to
the seemingly bottomless
well of ideas that Chopin’s
music generates.

“They interpreted the
music inmanyways, redis-
coveredChopin, and I
learned a lot,” saysAugus-
cik,whose fluid vocals,
Polish roots and improvisa-
tional acuity render her one
of theworld’s leading expo-
nents of Chopin’smusic in
a jazz context.

“I can’t believewehad a
genius like that 200 years
ago. Themusicians (then)
must have been amazed at

hiswork.
“This festival has a big

potential,” addsAuguscik,
whoplans to present it at
the same time each year. “I
seemore andmore people
are into it. It’s not a com-
mercial festival— it’s defi-
nitely an arts festival.”

As for her ownwork,
Auguscik is developing an
albumof original songs,
which she hopes to release
later this year, and another
in collaborationwithGar-
cia. Upcoming orchestral,
quasi-classical engage-
ments inEurope and jazz
club dates inChicago point
to the stylistic breadth of
herwork.

Yet she confesses that, as
time goes by, she’s drawn
evermore intensely to
earlier eras in jazz history,
specifically thework of two
artists.

“Forme, it’s a big pleas-

ure to sing someold stuff,
like old straight-ahead
music,” saysAuguscik. “I
very often go toChet Baker
or PeggyLee, because they
aremy type of singing:
intimate, but under the
intimate sound, it’s a lot of
power. So I’m really into it.

“And I’m thinking how
tomake a tribute to Peggy
Lee someday. Samewith
Chet Baker. I love the
moody relaxation” of their
music, she says.

Ultimately, though, “I
wish to be healthy,” she
adds. “Somepeoplewant to
be famous,make a lot of
money.

“I justwant to do this.”

GentryReunion
Concert

Several of Chicago’s top
cabaret artistswill cele-
brate the glory days of the

long-goneGentry Piano
Barswith a reunion
show.

DeniseTomasello,Hon-
eyWest, DavidEdelfelt,
Anne andMarkBurnell,
CarlaGordon, Beckie
Menzie and otherswill
perform from7 to 9 p.m.
Friday at theCenter on
Halsted, 3656N.Halsted
St.; $25. All the proceeds
“will support theCenter on
Halsted in itsmission to
advance community and
secure the health andwell-
being of theLGBTQpeople
of Chicagoland,” according
to a statement from the
event’s planners.

For details, visitwww
.centeronhalsted.org.

HowardReich is a Tribune
critic.

hreich@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@howardreich

Singer Grazyna Auguscik has been rebuilding her life since her partner’s 2013 death. “I’m alone but I’m not lonely,” she says.

ALEX GARCIA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Singer pours
energy into
Chopin fest

When: 9 p.m. Friday and 8
p.m. Saturday

Where: Green Mill Jazz
Club, 4802 N. Broadway

Tickets: $15; 773-878-5552
or www.greenmilljazz
.com

Howard Reich
Jazz Scene

Auguscik a fan of Peggy Lee, Chet Baker

Dazzling theater. Thrilling music. Something extraordinary awaits you at Lyric.

MARCH 17 | 21 | 23 | 25

Lyric Unlimited presentation of Fellow Travelers generously made possible by Lead Sponsor The Wallace Foundation,
with additional support from the Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund,Mary Patricia Gannon, Kenneth R. Norgan,
Robert Kohl & Clark Pellett, and Philip G. Lumpkin. Lyric Unlimited was launched with major catalyst funding from
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and receives major support from the Caerus Foundation, Inc.

FORBIDDEN LOVE. POLITICAL INTRIGUE.
ULTIMATE BETRAYAL.

CHICAGO PREMIERE | OPENS TOMORROW

LYRICOPERA.ORG
312.827.5600

Performed in English with projected English texts.

All performances take place at the Athenaeum Theatre
2936 N. Southport Ave, Chicago

FELLOW
TRAVELERS

AN OPERA BY GREGORY SPEARS | LIBRETTO BY GREG PIERCE
BASED ON THE NOVEL FELLOW TRAVELERS BY THOMAS MALLON

“SOME OF THE MOST GORGEOUS
OPERA MUSIC IN RECENT MEMORY.”

- BROADWAYWORLD
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LONDON’S AWARD-WINNING
PRODUCTION MAKES ITS

U.S. PREMIERE

OPENS APRIL 27 | LIMITED ENGAGEMENT

WATCH THE TRAILER AT JCSUPERSTAR.ORG

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR Music by Andrew Lloyd Webber Lyrics by Tim Rice In Association with The Really Useful Group Limited

Production by The Regent’s Park Theatre London 2016/17 Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre Cast. Photo: Johan Persson

“ADRENALINE-PUMPING”
- THE NEW YORK TIMES

Lyric premiere of Lloyd Webber’s Jesus Christ Superstar generously made possible by Lead Sponsor The Negaunee
Foundation and cosponsors an Anonymous Donor andMr. and Mrs. J. Christopher Reyes. Major in-kind audio support
provided by Shure Incorporated.
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Originally knownas
UniqueAttraction, Boyz II
MenbeganwithNathan
Morris andMarcNelson, a
friend fromHigh School of
theCreative andPerform-
ingArts in Philly. They
brought onWanyaMorris,
Stockman andMichael
McCary,whowould pro-
vide the group’s distinctive,
deep-voiced, spoken-word
asides. After the fateful
convention center concert,
Bivins calledwith a deal,
and by 1991 theywere pos-
ing in shearling coats on the
cover of “Cooleyhighhar-
mony” anddominating just
about every radio station.

“Shawnand Iwere actu-
ally in a car driving back to
myhouse, andwe just
turned on the radio and
happened to hear (‘Mo-
townphilly’) on the radio.
Things prettymuch
changed overnight,”Nathan
Morris says in a 20-minute
phone interviewen route
from theLosAngeles air-
port to a concert. “We
jumpedon the road and
started a promotional tour
thatwas 10months long.
Wedrove across the coun-
try in a 14-passenger van for
twomonths. Oncewe came
back, and that newyear
kicked in, itwas awhole
new thing.”

For the first album,Boyz
wrote or co-wrotemore
thanhalf of the songs,with
Bivins as one of the execu-
tive producers. After “Coo-
leyhighharmony” became
such a force,Morris says,
executives from the group’s
label,Motown, began to pay
much closer attention,
hiring big-nameproducers
such asBabyface and
JimmyJamandpaying for
more expensive recording
sessions.

“Theywanted to control
everything andwrite the
songs andhave these
checks comeout of the
budget,”Morris says. “It
becamepretty absurd. Iwas
more on the business side
— I lost a lot of the battles
thatwe should havewon.

The follow-up, 1994’s
“II,”was just as huge. “The
fluffy stuff, it looks likewe

won,” he continues, “but on
the back end, in the busi-
ness sense,we didn’twin,
because itwas little oldme
fighting against (then-
President andCEO) Jheryl
Busby andMotown.”

Boyz’s reign on the
charts dwindled through-
out the ’90s, until the band
went theway of other ven-
erable boy bands, from
Backstreet Boys toBell Biv
Devoe, and evolved into a
reliable oldies act. Their
five-year LasVegas resi-
dency continues through
April at theMirage, and
they put out the doo-wop
covers album“Under the
Streetlight” last year. The
bandhas been studying this
type ofmusic since its
members grewup listening
to their parents’ records,
but they discovered nuanc-
es in classics like theHeart-
beats’ 1956 “AThousand
MilesAway.”

“We found somediffer-
ent harmony structures and
chords and stuffwe’d never

quite heard before, because
we’d never listened so in-
tentionally to it,”Morris
says. “When you sing ’em
around thehouse, it’s differ-
ent thanwhen you’re re-
cording.”

But Boyz IIMenneeded
a renewedpop culture
breakthrough, soMorris
instructed the band’sman-
agers to approachGeico
about collaborating on a
commercial. The insurance
company respondedwith a
comedic 30-second spot in
whichBoyz’s threemem-
bers popup behind a phar-
macist to lovingly emote
the side effects of a pre-
scription drug. (“Dizziness,
nausea and sweaty eyelids
—and, in severe cases,
chronic flatulence!”)

Theprep for the session
was evenmore fun than the
commercial. “We sang a
whole day of 10 billion-
thousand side effects that
youdon’t hear onTV,”
Morris says. “Diahrreawas
one, in reference to a tsu-
nami. Itwas pretty sick.”

So, a goodday? “Yeah,”
he responds dryly. “A good
day for someone.”

SteveKnopper is a freelance
writer.

onthetown@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@chitribent

Finding their rhythm (& blues)
Boyz II Men, from Page 1

Wanya Morris, from left, Shawn Stockman and Nathan
Morris are the remaining members of Boyz II Men.

GETTY

When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday

Where: Genesee Theatre,
203 N. Genesee St.,
Waukegan

Tickets: $47-$110;
847-782-2366 or www.
geneseetheatre.com

NEXT
WEEKEND

ONLY
An Evening of

Alejandro Cerrudo

March 23+24, 2018

TICKETS START
AT ONLY $29!

hubbardstreetdance.com/spring

312.635.3799

AuditoriumTheatre.org

312.341.2300
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of Physical Therapy Official Health Club
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Barbara and Richard Silverman
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BethDitto has long been the
person you’d turn towhenneedi-
ng someone else tomake sense of
the chaoticworld. Loud, proud
andunabashedly blunt, the singer
staked her reputation as one of
punk rock’smost straight-talking
frontwomen. But nowadays, get
her started on the current state of
affairs in our country—heck, our
world—and the formerGossip
singer is uncharacteristically at a
loss. “Honestly I feelmore over-
whelmednow than I’ve ever felt,”
Ditto, after a long pause, says of
living inDonaldTrump’s Ameri-
ca. “There’s somuch crazy stuff
going on. It’s really depressing.”

Last year, Ditto, 37, released her
debut solo album, “Fake Sugar,” a
collection of fiery barnstormers
that pay homage to theArkansas
native’s Southern roots. And it’d
be easy to take a cursory listen
andhear songs like “In andOut,”
whatwith lyrics like “I, I do it for
you /You, you do it forme /And
we go in and out of love” andhear
an albumall fine andpleasant
and,well, a bit placid. But asDitto
sayswhen calling fromher home
inPortland, Ore., on a recent
morning,make nomistake: She’s
still the same firebrand she always
was. That compelling, provocative
female rock starwhose band’s
bluesy dance-punkmixedwith
hermuscular vocal chops and
take-no-prisoners performative
streakmadeher a bona fide star in
theU.K.,with bougie friends like
KateMoss andKarl Lagerfeld to
match.

The situation, she explains, is
just different now.

TohearDitto tell it, despite
essentially being the face ofGos-
sip for the band’s 17-year run, the
made-to-be-famous feministwho
challenged fat-shamers by posing
nude formagazine covers says it
took her band breaking up two
years ago for her to understand
howessential shewas to its oper-
ation. “Zero idea,” she says of her
previous understanding of how
much shemeant toGossip fans
andhow, at least to the outside
world, she seemed asmuchher
former bandmateNathan
Howdeshell’s equal if not the
band leader. “I didn’t really realize
that I put in an equal amount of
work,”Ditto says reflecting on
Gossip. “I don’t knowwhy. It’s
funny.”

In an effort to explain this
seeming odd lack of self-awar-
ness, Ditto chalks it up to her
meetingHowdeshell as “this

young 14-year-old girlwho
couldn’t drive yet andwas just
starting to get into punk rock”
comparedwith himbeing “this
supercool 16-year-old. So I always
had that complexwith him. If
NathanmadeGossip hip,” she
adds, “Imade it accessible. That
waswhatwas really good about
us together.”

But now, in thewake of
Howdeshellmoving back toAr-
kansas, the band breaking up, and

last year’s “Fake Sugar,”Ditto is
flying solo. Touring behind the
album, she says,was hardly an
adjustment: “I think it’s still a
pretty similar experience (to
Gossip).”Writing the album, on
the other hand—especially fol-
lowing the demise of her band,
the death of her father and a
tumultuous timewith herwife
of four years, KristinOgata—
proved decidedly challenging. “It
was reallyweird,” she says of the

sessions for her solo debutwith
Grammy-nominated pop pro-
ducer JenniferDecilveo (Andra
Day,MelanieMartinez) and a
band of sessionmusicians includ-
ingQueens of the StoneAge bass-
istMichael Shuman.

“I always compare it towhere
you’ve never dated anyone else,”
Ditto says. “In terms of the band, I
marriedmyhigh school sweet-
heart andneverwent outside of
that. And then all of a sudden

you’re dating somebody else and
youhave to learn how to ask
people out again, you have to
learn how to kiss again, you have
to learn how to be confident
again.”

Ditto has long been painfully
honest in her songs, and on “Fake
Sugar” cuts like “Savoir Faire,”
where she sings “I get so tired of
feeling sick and tired,” she’s no
different. This open-bookmental-
ity becameher calling card fol-
lowing the 2007Gossip single
“Standing in theWay ofControl”
that, in addition to shooting her
andher band to global fame, saw
the then-23-year-old explicitly
calling outRepublican politicians
who opposed gaymarriage.

Of course, Ditto says, she
wishes her former band’smost
famous song had by now lost its
cultural relevance. Sadly, she
believes itsmessage is “more
relevant than it everwas. It’s
really crazy. I did not see that
coming.”

GetDitto going on theTrump
administration, and she’s not
likely to stay quiet. The singer
says she shudders to think how
someof her closest high school
friends fromArkansas voted for
Trump: “It’s likewe couldn’t even
be friends now. I amone of those
peoplewhere if you voted for
Trump I can’t be your friend.
That’swhat family is for. Those
spots are reserved for people
I have no choice but to love.
Friends don’t get that privilege.”

Andwhen the self-described
feministDitto is asked about her
relative quiet in regards to the
#MeToomoment, she says, “Of
course I support it 110 percent
but sometimes a feminist has to
take a little break frombeing in
the thick of it because it can be so
exhausting and really triggering.”

Still, Ditto says she remains a
vocal champion for the disenfran-
chised andunderserved. But
getting into the#MeToo fight
“doesn’t feel like a healthy space
formybrain right now. Iwould
definitely shout to the rafters if I
needed to but right now Iwant to
be involved in amore faceless
way. I don’t really feel like sharing
my story yet.” But, she concludes,
“sadly, I don’t knowa singlewom-
an that hasn’t had an experience
(involving sexual harassment) or
doesn’t have a story.Not one.”

DanHyman is a freelancewriter.

onthetown@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@chitribent

MUSIC PREVIEW

Beth Ditto is cure for all things

Former Gossip singer Beth Ditto struck out on her own but remains a passionate firebrand.
MARY MCCARTNEY

Ex-Gossip singer
goes it alone with
same fierce stance
By Dan Hyman
Chicago Tribune

When: 8 p.m. Monday

Where: Lincoln Hall, 2424 N.
Lincoln Ave.

Tickets: $20; 773-525-2501 or
www.lh-st.com

In September 2007, Rogue
Wave released “Asleep atHeav-
en’s Gate,” an album theOakland,
Calif.-based bandhoped and
expectedwould be regarded as its
masterwork.

It arrived in themiddle of a
string of tragedies. The band’s
former bassist, EvanFarrell, died
in a fire; frontmanZach Schwartz
suffered an injury that threatened
to endhis career; drummerPat
Spurgeonhad kidney disease.

Itwas one of the darkest times
in the band’s history but also one
of themost hopeful: “Asleep at
Heaven’sGate”was ambitious
and complicated anddark, but
commercially accessible too.
RogueWave thought itmight be
its big break.

The band is touring to com-
memorate the album’s 10th anni-
versary (it plays LincolnHall on
Thursday), and rehearsals have
brought everything back to the
surface, all themisery and prom-
ise of that period. “I don’t spend a
lot of time looking back, and I
really hadn’t reflected on that
time at all,” Schwartz,who goes
byZachRogue, said in a phone
interview. “It’s a very strange
reminder of that time andhow
muchhas changed.”

Schwartz formedRogueWave
after being laid off fromaweb
development company. The band
released two albums for SubPop
and settled into a career as a
gifted but vaguely indistinct indie
jangle-pop band, the kind you’ve
heard playing in the background

onmid-2000s television shows
like “TheO.C.” or “Heroes” but
can never quite place.

By the time the band signed to
Brushfire Records, a label owned
by Schwartz’s friend Jack John-
son, itwas ready for something
bigger. “Whenweweremaking
(‘Heaven’sGate’), I felt like itwas
going to be our statement,”
Schwartz said. “Whatwe ended
updoing beforewas some good
songs, but thiswas a leap for us
creatively. This iswhat I’d always
aspired to do.”

“Asleep atHeaven’sGate,”
recently reissued as an expanded
double album, is awork of out-
sized ambition, a dreamily
baroque, reverb-heavy head-
phones album. “That recordwas
our best collaborativemoment,”
Schwartz said. “Itwas themost
excited, themost freaked outwe
were, and themost excitedwe
were tomake a recording. It’s
definitely themost immersive
recording experiencewe ever
had.Wewere living and breath-
ing it. It nearly killed (producer)
RogerMoutenot.”

“Asleep atHeaven’sGate”
made theTop 10 onBillboard’s
Heatseekers chart, but critics
weremostly unenthusiastic.
Schwartz read the first few re-
views, then resolved not to read
anymore. “Inmymind,wehad

made the best thing since sliced
bread,” he said. “I think anything
would have been a letdown. It
seemed like the receptionwas
OK. It didn’t get the critical ac-
claim that Iwanted it to have. I
wanted it to just explode. People
seemed to like it, but it didn’t get
what Iwanted it to get.”

“Asleep atHeaven’sGate”
birthed a radio hit (“LakeMichi-
gan,” a disembodiedwaltz the
bandwrote and recorded in just a
fewhours) and led to tourswith
artists like Feist andDeathCab for
Cutie. It established the band’s
position in themiddle of the in-
die-pophierarchy— slightly be-
low the Shins, slightly aboveNada
Surf.

Schwartz,whohad expected
more, struggled not to take its
reception personally. “Iwas so
emotionally invested in the
record,” he said. “I felt like if any-
body likes rock or indie rock and
is not responding to this, I’ve
failed as a humanbeing. Ifmy
manifesto is not liked or ignored, I
failed in life.”

Offstage, life grewdarker. Ex-
bassist Farrell, who departed the
band before the recording of
“Asleep atHeaven’sGate,” died in
a house fire inOakland in late
2007. Spurgeon,whowas born
with one kidney, struggled to find
a suitable organ donor.He took
his dialysismachine on tourwhile
awaiting a kidney, events chroni-
cled in the documentary “DTour,”
which aired onPBS. (He eventu-
ally received a transplant and
remains in goodhealth.)

“There’s been all kinds of
drama surrounding our physical
lives,” said Schwartz,whohad
two slipped disks in his neck, a
debilitating injury he feared
would endhis career. “Iwas in so
muchpain. Iwas bedridden for
almost fourmonths, and I lost
feeling inmy armandmyhand.”
His doctorwarnedhim that he
needed to avoid looking down too
often,which left out guitar
playing. “Itwas awful,” said
Schwartz,whohas recovered. “It
was a really dark time. Iwent to
somepretty terrible places, but

everyone has struggles.”
“Asleep atHeaven’sGate”may

have been underwhelmingly
received, but it still proved diffi-
cult to top. “Didwe fulfill the
promise of that record? Probably
not,” said Schwartz. “Permalight,”
the band’s electro-inspired 2010
follow-up, “was completely de-
spised. ... It definitelywasn’twhat
Iwanted to do.”

The bandhas released three
more albums, and Schwartz,who
has also teamedwithCourtney
Jaye for the side project Rogue +
Jaye, estimates he has at least 50
tracks in various stages of com-
pletion. Even if nonewinds up
rivaling the songs on “Asleep at
Heaven’sGate,” Schwartz seems
to have long agomadehis peace
with that: “Whenweweremixing
it, I felt like if I got hit by a truck,
I’d beOKbecause I’d saidwhat I
wanted to say.”

Allison Stewart is a freelancer.

onthetown@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@chitribent

POP MUSIC PREVIEW

Indie-pop band Rogue Wave, including frontman Zach Schwartz, left, and drummer Pat Spurgeon, is touring
to commemorate the 10th anniversary of its album “Asleep at Heaven’s Gate.”

ANDREW PAYNTER PHOTO

RogueWave
revisiting sonic
scene of tragedies
By Allison Stewart
Chicago Tribune

When: 8 p.m. Thursday

Where: Lincoln Hall, 2424 N.
Lincoln Ave.

Tickets: $22-$25 (21+); 773-525-
2501 or www.lh-st.com
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Recent restaurant reviews and
profiles fromTribune food critic
Phil Vettel, staff reporters and
freelancewriters. No stars indi-
cates a restaurant has been pro-
filed but not reviewed, and does
not reflect on quality of dining.

CITY

A10 ★★★Named for amotor-
way that connects Italy to
France, A10 offers traditional-
with-a-twist Italian andFrench
dishes fromYusho chefMatthias
Merges. Small plates include
bar-food riffs; large plates shine
with interesting accompani-
ments. Open:DinnerTuesday-
Saturday, brunch Sunday. Prices:
Entrees $14-$30. 1462E. 53rd St.,
773-288-1010.—Phil Vettel

Acadia ★★★★ChefRyanMc-
Caskey has quietly turnedhis
SouthLoop restaurant into one
of the finest inChicago. The five-
and 10-course tastingmenus
include homages toMcCaskey’s
belovedMaine; in the front
lounge, a barmenu includes
oysters, chickenwings and a
seriously good burger. Open:
DinnerTuesday-Sunday. Prices:
Five-coursemenu$115, 10-
course $175. 1639 S.WabashAve.,
312-360-9500.—P.V.

Band of Bohemia ★★★ In a
sprawling brewery loadedwith
offbeat furnishings, find amenu
so focused on suds that appetiz-
ers are listed by beermatch. Yet
there is also a greatwine list to
browse, not tomention forward-
thinking dishes (vegetables get
exceptionally good care here).
Open:DinnerTuesday-Saturday.
4710N. RavenswoodAve., 773-
271-4710.—P.V.

Bad Hunter ★★Greens and
grains rule at this almost-vegetar-
ian restaurant, though skewers of
chicken thigh or charred sirloin
will keep any carnivore compan-
ions happy. The drink list is nota-
ble for its clever cocktails and
painstakingly sourcedwines.

Open: Lunch anddinner daily;
brunchweekends. Prices:Main
courses $14-$20. 802W.Ran-
dolph St., 312-265-1745.—P.V.

Cafe Marie-Jeanne ★★Runby
husband-wife partnersMichael
Simmons (chef ) andVal Szafran-
ski (front-of-house), CafeMarie-
Jeanne is an intensely personal
operation, onewhose easygoing
attitude and excellent kitchen
workmake theHumboldt Park
spot a neighborhood treasure.
Open: Breakfast, lunch anddin-
nerWednesday-Monday. Prices:
Main courses $12-$35. 1001N.
CaliforniaAve., 773-904-7660.
—P.V.

Elske ★★★Danish ismore a
state ofmind than ofmenu at
David andAnnaPosey’sWest
Loop restaurant, named for the
Danishword for “love” and as
warmas a lingering hug. Choose
the six-course tastingmenu or
order a la carte, save room for
AnnaPosey’s desserts andpre-
pare to bewowed.Open:Dinner
Wednesday-Sunday. Prices:
Tastingmenu$80; a la carte
dishes $15-$22. 1350W.Randolph
St., 312-733-1314.—P.V.

Entente ★★★TyFujimura
(Arami) has another hitwith this
cozyLakeview restaurant,which
features the talents of chef Brian
Fisher (previously at Schwa) and
pastry chefMariKatsumura
(formerly Blackbird, Acadia).
Open:DinnerTuesday-Saturday.
Prices:Main courses $15-$33.
3056N. LincolnAve., 872-206-
8553.—P.V.

Flip Burger The basic “Flip”
burger has a brioche bun featur-
ing an egg-wash lacquer so shiny
that it channels the hood of a
showroomPorsche. In between
that bun is a double pattymade
fromground short rib and chuck
griddled on a flat top tomedium
rare. Is it Chicago’s best burger?
Maybe. Open4-10 p.m. Tuesday-
Thursday, 4-11 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday and 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday.

Prices: Burgers from$10. 1141N.
AshlandAve.; no phone.
—MichaelNagrant

Gayle’s Best Ever Grilled
Cheese Farmersmarket favorite
GayleVoss panini presses grilled
cheese sandwiches at her new
permanent home in theBlock 37
pedway. Followyour nose to find
butter-browned slabs of sour-
dough stuffedwith fatty farm
cheese and seasonal ingredients.
Open: Breakfast and lunchweek-
days. Prices: Sandwiches $6 and
up. 108N. State St., pedway level,
312-285-2202.—LouisaChu

Jade Court ★★★The restau-
rant is home to arguably the best
Chinese food in town. The own-
ers areEddyCheung andhis
daughter, Carol,who owned and
operatedPhoenix restaurant for
20 years. Themenu is typical of
most Chinesemenus—dozens of

poultry, pork, beef, seafood and
noodle dishes—but theway to
order is to askwhat the kitchen is
up to that evening. Open: Lunch
anddinnerWednesday-Monday.
Prices:Main courses $13.95-
$26.95. 626 S. RacineAve., 312-
929-4828.—P.V.

Kimski ChefWonKimcreates a
true 50-50Korean-Polish situa-
tion that your babcia (Polish
grandma) or halmoni (Korean
grandma)would appreciate.
Maria’s Standard ($9) is the
perfect example: a fat, smoky
Polish sausage burstingwith
garlic and spice that’s remixed
with a soulful, rice-perfumed,
soju-infusedmustard and tangy
kimchi kraut.Weekly and daily
specials. Dinners to late night,
Tuesday to Saturday, brunch and
dinner Sunday. Prices: $9 to $13.
960W. 31st St., 773-890-0588.
—M.N.

Luella’s Southern Kitchen
This restaurant could verywell
be in the South. Shrimp and
grits taste like those ofMr. B’s
Bistro inNewOrleans, and
buttermilk-fried chicken thighs
are expertly prepared, served
atop yeastywaffles. Open:
Lunch anddinnerTuesday-
Friday, brunch anddinner Sat-
urday-Sunday. Prices: Entrees
$7-$15.4609N. LincolnAve.,
773-961-8196.—K.P.

Majani Majani, anAfrican-
American vegan restaurant in
the South Shore neighborhood,
serveswhat owners describe as
“soulful vegan cuisine.” Try the
barbecue cauliflower. Chickpea-
batter-dipped, deep-fried and
tossed in a tangy house-made
barbecue sauce, it is themost
popular dish. A sear on the grill
caramelizes the crust and keeps
it crunchy. Open: Lunch and
dinnerTuesday-Saturday, lunch
only on Sundays. Prices: $6-$16
appetizers and entrees. 7167 S.
ExchangeAve., 773-359-4019.
—LouisaChu

Mi Tocaya Antojeria ★★Di-
anaDavila, the opening chef at
Cantina 1910, is backwith her
ownMexican restaurant, serv-
ing food that’s creative but still
rooted in tradition. Try the
“peanut butter y lengua,” crisped
cubes of braised beef tongue in a
complex anddelicious sauce of
peanuts, cured tomato and chile
de arbol. Open:DinnerTuesday-
Saturday. Prices: Small plates
$8-$13, large plates $24. 2800N.
LoganBlvd., 872-315-3947.—P.V.

Oriole ★★★★Oriolewill daz-
zle any dinerwho can find its
gritty location. There’s a set
menu of 15 to 20 courses each
night,with optional drink pair-
ings. Service is superb, but the
focus belongs onNoah San-
doval’s simple-looking but com-
plex plates. Extraordinary.
Open:DinnerTuesday-Saturday.
Prices: $175. 661W.Walnut St.,
312-877-5339.—P.V.

WHERE TO EAT NOW

WEEKENDDINING

BonVivantCakeswill host a
DrunkenDonuts class atWest
Loop’s Saint Lou’s Assembly on
Sunday. Participantswill learn
how tomake a cocktail, with help
fromSaint Lou’s Assembly and
Moneygun’s beverage director,
DonavanMitchem, before learn-
ing how to decorate and glaze
doughnuts. Participantswill leave
with a goodie bag, recipes for
doughnut glaze and six Insta-
gram-worthy doughnuts to pho-
tograph or give as gifts.Tickets are
$70 per person. 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday.
664W. Lake St., 312-600-0600,
www.saintlouschicago.com

Band of Bohemia has a new
brunchmenuwith innovative
items like a superstacked caviar
crepe cakemadewithOssetra
Reserve caviar, smoked sturgeon,
creme fraiche and cultured but-
ter, or breakfast favorites like an
everything bagelwith gravlax,
creamcheese and cornichon. For
thosewhowant something sweet,
the country’s soleMichelin-
starred brewerywill use its
house-brewed beer tomake a
Bohemian cremedoughnutwith
a chocolate stout glaze andBohe-
mianmalted filling. 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 4710N.
RavenswoodAve., 773-271-4710,
www.bandofbohemia.com

—GraceWong

DOMORE!

Learn how to decorate and glaze
doughnuts at Bon Vivant Cakes,
owned by Emily Nejad, above.

SCOTT THOMPSON PHOTOGRAPHY

SPEND LESS!

Band of Bohemia has new brunch
items, such as everything bagels.

KATIE SCHIEWE PHOTO

Sushi-San ★★At Sushi-San, theLettuceEntertainYou group is doing
for sushiwhat it did for ramennoodles at nearbyRamen-San,with four
distinct dining experiences. Atmost tables you’ll peruse the single-page
menu and choose among various nigiri, sashimi and charcoal-grilled
items. Conspicuous highlights include theTako taco, above, featuring
soft octopus, avocado, fried garlic and spicy aioli gathered in “shells” of
crispy nori. On different visits you can also experience the late-night
menu, the various hand-roll offerings and the reservations-only
omakase option. Open:Dinner daily. Prices: A la carte items $6-$20;
nigiri platters $29-$98; omakasemenu$88. (No cash accepted.) 63W.
GrandAve., 312-828-0575.—Phil Vettel

CHRIS WALKER/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

OpenedTuesday, Octavio
Cantina&Kitchen bringsmore
Mexican cuisine toAnderson-
ville’s Clark Street corridor.

The owner is theMunster
RestaurantGroup, the same
teambehindLadyGregory’s and
WildeBar&Restaurant. Chef
DanielMunoz said the group
had strong ties to theAnderson-
ville neighborhood andwanted
to bring some variation to the
kinds of restaurants that already
exist.

“There are a lot of places that
have been there for awhile, and
people have their favorites,”
Munoz said, “but I think there
really isn’t anything likewhat
Octavio is going to be.” (Cescas
Margarita Bar&Grill operates a
fewblocks fromOctavio.)

Munoz’s father is fromJa-
lisco,Mexico, and the younger
Munoz visited theMexican state
for amonth and a half prior to
opening, noting that his own
backgroundhas heavily influen-
ced the creation of themenu.

Munoz said he and chefs
DudleyNieto andTobieNidetz
(whohelped develop themenu)
aim to stay true to pan-Mexican
cuisine, alongwith using local
ingredients.

“We’re not trying to veer off
into something too far-fetched,”
Munoz said. “It’s amodern
Mexican restaurant.” For in-
stance, using 10 different chiles
in traditional and contemporary
fashion.

Munoz said thatwhile he and
the staff are using traditional
techniques, they also kept in
mind that the restaurant had to
be approachable for the neigh-
borhood.

“Wewanted tomake surewe
have a balance of foodie-type
menu items and something that
if a family came in and they’re
not looking to be too adventur-
ous, to have options aswell,” he
said.

Take the pulpo al pastor,
octopusmarinated in spices
found in pork al pastor, paired
with a chilemorita salsa, jicama
pineapple salad and avocado
salsa verde. Don’tmiss the

poblanomole, servedwith
roasted chicken,which is
cooked for four hourswith
more than 15 ingredients. The
menu spansmultipleMexican
regions,with tacos, enchiladas,
aguachiles andwood oven-
grilled entrees. OctavioCantina
will offer brunch seven days a
weekwith additional items like
an avocado tostada, cornmeal
waffle and chicken, and chi-
laquiles.

MatthewFrederick,who
created the cocktails at Logan
Square’sMiTocayaAntojeria,
will showcase tequilas,mezcals
and sotols in the beverage pro-
gram, aswell as highlightMexi-
can-inspired cocktails. The
drinksmenu alsowill feature
slushies and even a nonalcoholic
tequila. Cocktails like theEl
Humo “Smoke” cocktail useEl
BuhoEspecialMezcal, lapsang
souchong tea, barrel-aged or-
ange and angostura bitters,
agave nectar and sweet-grass
smoke,while the Flames of
Passion cocktail ismadewith
passion fruit syrup, a house-
madehot sauce and sparkling
wine.

Named afterOctavio Paz, a
Nobel Prize-winningwriter, the
restaurant continuesMunster’s
tradition of naming its projects
after famous poets andwriters.
The space occupies the former
AcreRestaurant&Ombra spot.

The interior of the restaurant
will feature art like the 30-foot
map ofMexico byChris Silva
and a portrait of Paz byCecilio

Garcia, both local artists.
“(Octavio Paz)was very big

on representingMexico as a
whole, so that’swhatwe’re
trying to do,”Munoz said.

5310N. Clark St., 773-293-1223,
www.mrgchicago.com/
restaurant/octavio

gwong@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@GraceWong630

JUST OPENED

Octavio crafts modern Mexican
By GraceWong
Chicago Tribune

Octavio Cantina & Kitchen, from the Munster Restaurant Group, occupies the former Acre Restaurant &
Ombra spot in Andersonville. The beverage program will showcase tequilas, mezcals and sotols.

KRISTEN NORMAN/PHOTOS FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Octavio’s menu spans multiple Mexican regions, with tacos, enchi-
ladas, aguachiles and wood oven-grilled entrees.

Ratings key: ★★★★ outstanding;★★★ excellent;★★ very good;★ good. The reviewermakes every effort to remain anonymous.Meals are paid for by theTribune.
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UNDER 35? Great price for students & young professionals
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(of Penn & Teller)
and AARON POSNER,
creators of
the sold-out,
award-winning
THE TEMPEST,
reunite to spin a
tale of dark magic
and ambition.

312.595.5600 • chicagoshakes.com

SAVE 20%TODAY
BOOK BOTHMACBETH
AND MARY STUART

GREAT
RATES FOR
GROUPS 10+
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MAJOR 2017/18 SEASON SUPPORTERS

TheHarold and
Mimi Steinberg
Charitable Trust

MACBETH
PRODUCTION

SPONSOR

Barbara and
Richard Franke

MACBETH
MEDIA SPONSOR

MARY STUART
PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Raymond and JudyMcCaskey
Carl andMarilynnThoma

K.K.Moggie&
KellieOverbey;Ian

MerrillPeakes&
Chaon

Cross;photos:JeffSciortino
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2018 / 2019
season

There’s no place like paramount.
New Season. New A dventure. Join us !

PRE-ORDER FOR PRIORITY SEATING BY MARCH 18 After winning “Best Large Musical”

three years in a row, Paramount Theatre is upping the ante for its next Broadway season, including a new musical

you could be the first to see before it goes anywhere else – perhaps even Broadway! But don’t worry about New York

prices. Pay less than $35 per ticket with a 4-show subscription. Visit ParamountAurora.com to learn more.

PARAMOUNT THEATRE 23 EAST GALENA BOULEVARD, AURORA tickets 630.896.6666 or PARAMOUNTAURORA.COM

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY:

©2018 Byline Bank. Member FDIC. Rates are effective as of 2/2/2018. Limited time offer. $5,000 minimum deposit
required to open account and earn Annual Percentage Yield (APY). Certificate of Deposit (CD) offering a 1.75%
APY has a term of 13 months. CD offering a 2.00% APY has a term of 20 months. Interest is compounded and
paid quarterly. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Withdrawals will reduce earnings. Fees may
reduce earnings on the account. Rates are set at the bank’s discretion and may change at any time. We reserve
the right to cancel or change the promotion at any time. Promotional CDs may renew into a different term. We
send you a maturity notice prior to renewal. Please read it carefully.

Choices
are good.

Learn more at
bylinebank.com/TownCD
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CourtTheatre.org
(773) 753-4472

5535 S ELLIS AVE IN HYDE PARK
FREE PARKING GARAGE NEXT DOOR
GROUP, SENIOR, STUDENT DISCOUNTS

��� ����	�
 ����� � ������� �� Barbara and Richard Franke.

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner � ������� ��

� ������ �	
������� �� ��� ������ ��� ���
���������� ��� �������� �� ���� ������

by TODD KREIDLER
based on the screenplay

directed by
MARTI LYONS

with associate director
WARDELL JULIUS CLARK

GUESS WHO’S
COMING TO DINNER

����� ������ ! ��

For Tickets Call773.325.1700
Or Visitmercurytheaterchicago.com

3745 N. Southport Avenue, Chicago
#BunnyBunnyChi

Bunny Bunny:

GILDA
RADNER

Celebrating Gilda Radner’s
Legacy of Courage & ComedyA LOVE STORY

Sort of

By Alan Zweibel

“’Bunny Bunny’ has a great
Gilda Radner, and reminds us
why we loved her.”
- Recommended, Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune

BY MARTIN MCDONAGH
DIRECTED BY BJ JONES

Featuring
Wendy Robie
and Kate Fry

northlight.org
847.673.6300

NOW PLAYING
TO APRIL 22

“A tragedy that will make
you roar with laughter.”

–Hollywood Reporter
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CHICAGOLAND THEATRE
DIRECTORY

CHICAGOLAND THEATRE
DIRECTORY

Enjoy the Theater Tonight

Enjoy the Theater Tonight

Chicago Shakespeare Theater on Navy Pier

SCHILLER’S MARY STUART
312.595.5600 • www.chicagoshakes.com

TODAY 7:30, SAT 3 & 8, SUN 2

Oriental Theatre | 800.775.2000
BroadwayInChicago.com | Groups 10+: 312.977.1710

TONIGHT AT 7:30PM
TOMORROWAT
2:00PM& 8:00PM

MAR 15 - APR 15

GUESS
WHO’S
COMING
TO DINNER

BY TODD KREIDLER
BASED ON THE
SCREENPLAY

.ORG

A Sort of Love Story
By Alan Zweibel

773.325.1700
MercuryTheaterChicago.com

Bunny Bunny:
GILDA

RADNER

StartingMarch 9

��

SHEILA
CALLAGHAN

directed
b�

DEVON
DE MAYO

“

FEROCIOUSLY FUNNY
”

WASHINGTON POST

“THE POSTER CHILD FOR WHAT
FEMINIST THEATRE SHOULD BE
SLAMBAM COMEDY WHICH IS ALSO A SERIOUS CONVERSATION ABOUT SOCIETY”

DC THEATRE SCENE

For showtimes and tickets:
theaterwit.org • 773.975.8150
1229 W Belmont, Chicago

GIORDANO DANCE CHICAGO
MARCH23&24, 7:30pm

205 E. Randolph Drive 312.334.7777 harristheaterchicago.orgTICKETS

“A steamy,
sensual affair

- Lauren Warnecke,
Chicago Tribune

Tickets start at $15
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Friday
“TheBrink!”:TheWalkabout en-

semble presents a devised play set at a
cafe on the edge of theworld,with jazz
standards and the poetry ofGertrude
Stein.ThroughMarch 30 at LinksHall,
3111N.WesternAve.;www.walkabout
theater.org

“TheNextBigThing”:A small-
town teenager has ’90s rock ’n’ roll
dreams in the FactoryTheater’s latest.
ThroughApril 21at Factory Theater,
1623W.Howard St.; 773-305-5775 and
www.thefactorytheater.com

Saturday
“Through theElevatedLine”: Silk

RoadRising stages aworld premiere
drama about a gaymanwho flees Iran
and ends up at his sister’s Chicago
home.ThroughApril 15 at Chicago
Temple, 77W.Washington St.;
www.silkroadrising.org

Monday
“AnEnemyof thePeople”:Robert

Falls takes on Ibsen’s timely drama
about the political battles fought after a
water pollution crisis strikes.Through
April 15 at GoodmanTheatre, 170N.
Dearborn St.; 312-443-3800 andwww
.goodmantheatre.org

Tuesday
“WomenLaughingAloneWith

Salad”:TheaterWit presents a satiri-
cal feminist comedy inspired by an
internetmeme.ThroughApril 29 at
TheaterWit, 1229W. BelmontAve.;
773-975-8150 andwww.theaterwit
.org

Thursday
“BadGirls: TheStylists”:Akvavit

Theatre’s latest is aDanish comedy set
in a salonwherewomen strive for
perfection.ThroughApril 14 at Straw-
dogTheatre Company, 1802W. Berenice
Ave.;www.chicagonordic.org

“Merchant onVenice”:Rasaka
TheatreCompany andVitalist Theatre
of Chicago teamup to produce theLos
Angeles-set drama about clashing
cultures.ThroughApril 15 at Green-
house Theater Center, 2257N. Lincoln
Ave.;www.greenhousetheater.org

OPENINGS
TheBroadwayPlayhouse

has a new showcelebrating
female friendship in the 1950s
and 1960s. And after a long
spell outside of the spotlight,
theApolloTheater in Lincoln
Park is coming back to life.

Finally, some life in the dor-
mant commercial sector of
long-running shows inChicago.

The newcommercial attrac-
tion at the storiedApollo—
itself newly surrounded by
hundreds of fresh apartments
and condominiums—will be
“Djembe! The Show.”Although
the show is coming here from
Europe, it’s billed as a celebra-
tion of “MotherAfrica,” not just
a history ofmusic but a history
of humanity to boot.

In essence, “Djembe” (the
title comes from the rope-
tuned, skin-covered goblet
drumof that name and is pro-
nounced JEM-bay) features
drumming andmusical per-
formances by a cast composed
mostly ofWest Africanmusi-
cians. Although this is a for-
profit endeavor, “Djembe” is a
different kind of sit-down show
—onemore in tunewithwhat
audiences value these days.

There is a philanthropic
element:Merchandise froma
village in Senegalwill be sold in
the lobby. And there is an inter-
active element: Youwill be
handed a djembe and invited to
play along. Themusic in the
piece is partly composed of
traditionalWest African beats
and partly of djembe-infused
takes on the playlist ofWestern
artists like Beyonce,Michael
Jackson andPharrellWilliams.

“Djembe,”whichwas cre-
ated byDougManuel and the
Cirque du Soleil alumWest
Hyler, is not a new show.Under
its old title, “DoYouSpeak
Djembe?,” the piece has toured
throughoutEurope (especially
in France and Switzerland) and
also shownup at various corpo-
rate events in theUnited States
— anOprah event, a TED talk,
savvy stuff like that. But the
Chicago run of a show that has
gone through some subsequent

development is being billed as
theUnited States premiere
(“Djembe” has not yet been
seen inNewYork). It never has
been seen in aU.S. theater
before.

The plan is for amultimonth
Chicago engagement,with
performances beginning June
13. A spokesman for the show
said that the producers hoped
to findmany of the necessary
performers fromdjembeplay-
erswho live inChicago (there
is a sizable community of
skilled players here). It’s an
open run— tickets initially are
going on sale through the end

of the summer, but there are
high hopes for a long run at the
same theater that kept “Million
DollarQuartet” going for years.

TheBroadwayPlayhouse at
WaterTower Place is firing up
much sooner. The new show
there is called “ATaste of
Things toCome,” and the influ-
ences include theBetty
Crocker cookbook and the
writings of Betty Friedan.
There’s a live, all girl-band and
the setting isWinnetka in the
1950s and 1960s.

The grandplan, according to
the producer Staci Levine?
Brand this showas a kind of

“Forever Plaid” forwomen.
The premise of the show,

which begins performances
Tuesday, is that fourWinnetka
womenhave founded a cooking
club— theywant towin a big
cash prize in aBettyCrocker
competition—but this is a
gathering that not only allows
them tomake food but to talk
and sing about their problems.
When they sing, they sing an
original score penned by the
writersDebraBarsha andHol-
lye Levin,written in the style of
the eras. InAct 1,wemeet the
women in the 1950s. After
intermission, 10 years have
gone by and the times, they
have a-changed. Themusic
adapts accordingly.

“ATaste of Things toCome”
has already been seen off-
Broadway at theYorkTheatre
Company in 2016. Reviews
were pretty decent. But al-
though the physical production
and the director (Lorin
Latarro) have remained the
same, this is otherwise a new
show. “Wehave always felt,”
Levine says, “that this show
was going to have themost
success outside ofNewYork.”

Levine says that “Taste” has
been tweaked andpolished,
with particular attention paid
to increasing the depth of the
characters.

Broadway inChicago,which
operates theBroadwayPlay-
house, has included the show
on its subscription season,
whichwill carry it through at
least sixweeks. But Levine said
that the hope is to stay at least
twice that long.

“Djembe! The Show” is com-
ing to theApollo Theater, begin-
ning June 13; 773-935-6100 and
www.apollochicago.com. “A
Taste of Things toCome” is
coming to the BroadwayPlay-
house,March 20 toApril 29;
800-775-2000 andwww
.broadwayinchicago.com.

Chris Jones is a Tribune critic.

cjones5@chicagotribune.com

2 promising shows for Chicago

“Djembe! The Show” is coming to the Apollo Theater in Chicago
beginning June 13. It marks a return for the Lincoln Park theater.

’DJEMBE! THE SHOW’ PHOTO

“A Taste of Things to Come,” seen in New York in 2016, will open at
Chicago’s Broadway Playhouse later this month.

CAROL ROSEGG

“Anna Karenina” ★★★
There aren’tmany towns in
theworldwhere you can
roll up and find a com-
pletely newadaptation of
the jottings of LeoTolstoy.
As you can currently find in
“AnnaKarenina” at Lifeline
Theatre inRogers Park.
AndLifeline pulls it off.
Thisworld-premiere
adaptation by Jessica
Wright Buha dramatizes
thewhole tragic story, all
throughdialogue and in
less than three hours. Buha
goesmostlywith the sharp
edges of the love triangle
involvingAnna (Ilse Zacha-
rias), hubbyKarenin
(Michael Reyes) and, of
course, her belovedCount
Vronsky (EricGerard).
ThroughApril 8 at Lifeline
Theatre, 6912N.Glenwood
Ave.; $40 at 773-761-4477
andwww.lifeline
theatre.com

“Blue Man Group”
★★★ 1⁄2

“BlueManGroup” has
been playing at Briar Street
since1997, a remarkable run
of 20 years. Open run at the
Briar Street Theatre, 3133N.
Halsted St.; $49-$69 at
www.ticketmaster.com

“Bunny Bunny: Gilda
Radner, A Sort of Love
Story” ★★★
From themoment he first
met her behind a potted
plant in1975, comedywrit-
er AlanZweibel lovedGilda
Radner. This play by
Zweibel nowat theMer-
curyTheatermakes that
very clear. Radner,who
died in1989,was one of the
original castmembers of
“SaturdayNight Live” and
one of the funniest and
most influentialwomen in
American comedy. That’s
made very clear byDana
Tretta,whoplaysRadner in
directorWarnerCrocker’s
production. Tretta captures
the essence of Radner by
homing in onher vulnera-
bility and emotional open-
ness, not herwacky bom-
bast.ThroughApril 1at
Mercury Theater, 3745N.
Southport Ave.; $30-$55 at
www.mercurytheater
chicago.com

“Cabaret” ★★★★
Kelly Felthous,whoplays
Sally Bowles in the Pa-
ramountTheatre’s “Caba-
ret,” did not get a lick of
applause opening night at
the end of the show’s fa-
mous title number. It
wasn’t frostbite, the audi-
encewas just thatmoved.
In directorKatie Spelman’s
production inAurora, Felt-
hous’ Sally is closer towhat
JohnKander andFredEbb
first had inmind, I think, a
modest talent addicted to
the attention and the party,
refusing to believewhat is
happening inBerlin. She is
complicit, this production
makes clear. Just like the
emcee, playedwith a terri-
fying level of emotional
denial by JosephAnthony
Byrd. This is a remarkable
showcase ofwhat this
youngChicago director can
do.ThroughMarch18 at the
Paramount Theatre, 23 E.
GalenaBlvd., Aurora; $36 to
$64 at 630-896-6666 or
www.paramount
aurora.com

“Dream Freaks Fall From
Space” ★★★★
A sleep-deprivedwoman
heads into a Brookstone.
“What about a demoof this
white noisemachine?” asks
theAfrican-American
salesman. “I don’t have one
black friend, I have two ...”
That chance for everyone
to laugh at race got a huge
response at SecondCity,
where the terrific new
revue “DreamFreaks Fall
FromSpace” (directed by
RyanBernier) is a return to
form for the storiedChi-
cago company.Open run on
the SecondCityMainstage,
1616N.Wells St., $29-$46 at
www.secondcity.com

“Hamilton” ★★★★
This heartland “Hamilton”
is performedby players
mostly younger than the
originalNewYork cast. But
it ismore in touchwith the
fundamental scrappiness of
the early years of a spec-
tacular democratic experi-
ment. AndOpen run at
CIBCTheatre, 18W.Monroe
St.; $65-$400 atwww.
broadwayinchicago.com

“Merrily We Roll Along”
★★★
DirectorMichaelWeber’s
PorchlightMusicTheatre
production of “MerrilyWe
Roll Along” sits very
smuglywithin theRuth
PageCenter for theArts.
His interpretation doesn’t
range stark anddark
enough forme, but let’s
stipulate that the abyss is
impossiblywide in this
particular Stephen Sond-
heimmusical. Franklin
(JimDeSelm) is a gifted
composerwho likesmoney.
Charley (Matt Crowle) is a
gifted lyricistwho believes
in art. “Charley,” asks
Franklin at one point, “why
can’t it be like itwas?”The
show’s point—made in
someof Sondheim’smost
devastating lyrics— is that
life beats the nice out of
you. “You andme,” says
Charley, “wewere nicer
then.”ThroughMarch17 at
theRuth PageCenter for the
Arts, 1016N.Dearborn St.;
$33-60 atwww.porchlight
musictheatre.org

“She the People”
★★★
“She the People” is a new
revue at SecondCity featur-
ing fivewomen and the
subtitle “AGirlfriends’
Guide to SistersDoing It
ForThemselves.”Much of
the showwas penned be-
fore the current #MeToo
movement, and its refer-
ences toRoss andRachel
feel positively quaint. But
things pick up in the sec-
ondhalfwhen it snags an
audiencemember for a
game showand, inevitably
and not unkindly, reveals
she knowsmore about the
Kardashians than ISIS.
Up-and-comerMariaRan-
dazzo is the natural leader
here andher range is strik-
ing. She can play aCEOand
a quirky,wackywoman—
someonewho “workswith
kids, animals or coffee”—
and you believe her as both.
ThroughMay 27 in theUP
ComedyClub at Second
City, 230W.NorthAve.;
$26-$41at 312-662-4562 and
www.secondcity.com

“Six Corners”
★★★ 1⁄2

Are cops a force for good?
That’s the questionwriter
KeithHuff has pondered in
his compellingmystery
plays about theChicago
PoliceDepartment. And
what about the city in
which they are obliged to
ply their trade? “SixCor-
ners” isHuff’s latest, set
mostly in the police station
at Belmont andWestern.
Twopartners, playedwith
veracity by PeterDeFaria
andMonicaOrozco, strug-
gle not justwith solving a
murder butwith getting
their other half to agree on
the samenarrative.
ThroughMarch 24 at Stage
773, 1225W. BelmontAve.;
$19-$49 atwww.american
bluestheater.com

“Southern Gothic”
★★★★
Ahouse has been built
inside theWindyCity Play-
house on IrvingParkRoad.
Not the usual stage set. As
youwalk into the theater

for the play “Southern
Gothic” byLeslie Liautaud,
you’re asked to enterwhat
looks like a real house,
repletewith a lime-green
kitchen, created by set
designer ScottDavis for
directorDavidBell’s pro-
duction. You and your 27
fellow audiencemembers
join four couples, variously
loving, scheming, cheating
and feuding,whose politi-
cal and personal travails
make up a play set entirely
during a fraught dinner
party inAshford, Ga., in
1961. Thanks to this truthful
cast, it allworks spectacu-
larlywell.ThroughApril 22
at theWindyCity Play-
house, 3014W. Irving Park
Road; $65-$85 at 773-891-
8985 andwww.windycity
playhouse.com

“The Wolves” ★★★★
TheWolves are players on
a fictional, under-17 girls
soccer team in this Pulitzer
Prize finalist by SarahDe-
Lappe nowat theGoodman
Theatre. “TheWolves” isn’t
somuch about theworld’s
most beautiful game as it’s
aboutwhat it feels like to be
an adolescent girl, living
andmoving in a pack.
Under the talented director
Vanessa Stalling, the en-
semble cast is uniformly
excellent, although#46
(ErinO’Shea) not only is
especiallymoving but the
most credible as a league
soccer player. If you have a
soccer-playing girl at home,
you don’twant tomiss this
piece.ThroughMarch18 at
theGoodman’s OwenThea-
tre, 170N.Dearborn St.;
$10-$47 at 312-443-3800
andwww.goodman
theatre.org

“Yank! A World War II
Love Story” ★★★
At the PrideArts Center,
the big drawat themoment
is theChicago premiere of
“Yank! AWorldWar II
Love Story,” as penned by
two gay brothers, Joseph
(the composer) andDavid
(the bookwriter and lyri-
cist) Zellnik. As performed
by a fresh, non-Equity
company of11all-singing,
all-dancingmen and one
woman,Molly LeCaptain.
ThroughMarch18 at Pride
Arts Center, 4139N. Broad-
way; $30-$40 atwww.
pridefilmsandplays.com

CHRIS JONES
RECOMMENDS

“Hang Man” ★★★
At the beginning of “HangMan,” in the tinyGift Theatre in JeffersonPark, anAfri-
can-AmericanMississippian climbs uphigh in the sudden darkness, inserts his
neck into a noose and swings. Itwas enough at Friday night’s opening to elicit gasps
fromaudiencemembers. Thisworld premiere by StacyOsei-Kuffour doesn’t get
much easier from there. “HangMan” is awork about racism and self-loathing; there
has not been a lynching, at least not in how that heinousword usually is understood.
Youwill not easily arrive at villains andheroes onOsei-Kuffour’swatch.Through
April 29 atGift Theatre, 4802N.MilwaukeeAve.; $30-$40 at 773-283-7071and
www.thegifttheatre.org

Mariah Sydnei Gordon, from front, Gregory Fenner and Jennifer Glasse star.

CLAIRE DEMOS PHOTO

HOT TICKET

THETHEATERLOOP
ByChrisJones
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312.443.3800 | GoodmanTheatre.org
GROUPS OF 10+ ONLY: 312.443.3820

ROBERT FALLS’ NEW PRODUCTION
OFHENRIK IBSEN’S TIMELY CLASSIC.

NOW THROUGH APRIL 15

When a water contamination crisis puts their community in peril, two
brothers face off in a battle of political ambitions and moral integrity.
Nearly 150 years after Ibsen’s masterpiece first thrilled audiences, it

“is startling how current the play’s ideas feel” (The New York Times) and
remains “a play so necessary, exhilarating to experience” (The Village Voice).
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My son just turned 15, a birthday I’ve been dreading
— not just because my sweet little boy is growing up,
but also because this birthday marks the beginning

of his life as a driver. For parents like me, “teen drivers” are
two of the most frightening words in the English language.
That’s with good reason: Crashes are the leading cause of
teen deaths, according to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.
As my son starts to prepare for driver’s education, I

thought it timely to share some safe-driving tips for the
newest — and most inexperienced — driver in your
household.
No drinking and driving: As adults, we know how

important it is not to drive after drinking alcohol, but teens
need to be reminded. Twenty percent of 15- to 19-year-old
drivers involved in deadly crashes had been drinking alcohol
despite the fact that they were too young to legally purchase
it.
Buckle up: Seat belts save lives — and they may save the

life of your teen. In 2014, 53 percent of teens aged 15 to 19
killed in passenger vehicle crashes died because they weren’t
buckled up.
No more distractions: Tell your teen driver that a text,

social media update or even a call can wait when they’re
driving. Fifteen- to 19-year-olds have the highest percentage
of drivers distracted by cellphone use and involved in a fatal
crash. Research shows that texting while driving increases
your teen’s risk of crashing by 23 times.
Slow down: Inexperienced teen drivers may feel

invincible behind the wheel, but they’re not. In 2014,
36 percent of teen drivers involved in fatal crashes were
speeding at the time.
Just me, myself and I:Make it a rule that there can

only be one passenger in the car when your teen is driving.
For teen drivers, the risk of a fatal crash increases with each
additional passenger.
Hands-on practice: Teen drivers can go beyond the

basics with defensive driving clinics that teach the ins and
outs of emergency braking, evasive maneuvers and more.
Many of them offer impaired driving simulators, too. Learn
more about these courses here.
In-car monitoring: Ford, Hyundai, Lexus and GM offer

teen driver safety features that limit a car’s speed, control its
radio volume and establish curfew hours. Some even have a
geofencing feature that alerts parents when the car leaves an
established area.
In-car monitoring apps: For families with cars that

don’t have in-car monitoring, there are apps that will keep
an eye on your teen’s driving and allow you to check in for
reports.
There’s one last thing parents can do: Practice what

they preach. If you’re underscoring to your teen driver the
importance of putting your cellphone away when driving,
make sure you follow your own advice and keep that phone
stowed.

— Jennifer Newman, Cars.com
© 2018 Cars.com

Keeping teen
drivers safe

TIP SHEET

AUTOMART
&CLASSIFIEDS

INSIDE:
Pets & Stuff
Garage Sales

To advertise, visit
chicagotribune.com

or call
312-222-2222

Monday–Friday

WE MAKE IT EASY!

All photos are for illustration purposes only and may not depict actual vehicle. ^Sale pricing includes discounts and current manufacturer’s applicable: rebates, promotions, incentives and/or bonus cash and
does not include tax, title, license or doc. fee. Prior sales are ineligible for advertised pricing. Purchaser/Lessee must qualify w/approved credit. Financing thru Ally. +EPA mileage estimates are provided from
manufacturer on vehicles; your actual mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. Data in this ad is compiled from publicly available sources, Dealer and Manufacturer; it is believed
by the publisher to be reliable. However, the publisher/dealer reserves the right to correct error and/or omissions in this data accordingly.We recommend purchasers confirm a vehicle is as desired/required prior
to taking possession – No representations express or implied, to any actual or prospective purchaser of the vehicle is being made as to the condition, vehicle specifications, prior ownership history, equipment/
accessories and warranties. ++0% APR x 84 mos. on remaining 2017 Outlanders only. Offer excludes Sport model. $11.90 per $1,000 financed with $0 down to qualified buyers with approved credit. Financing
thru Ally. *$500 Veterans rebate applies to veterans & their spouses who are within 12 mos. of separation from the US military. Must qualify for all rebates and have approved credit. Pricing is good for 2-days

only. Please contact us by email or phone for additional details desired. **0% x 60: $16.67 per $1,000 financed w/$0 down to qualified buyers with approved credit. Financing thru Ally.

SALES: MON-FRI: 9-9 SAT: 9-6
SERVICE: MON, TUES & WED: 7:30-7:30, THURS, FRI: 7:30-5:30

We Speak Polish, Romanian, Spanish & Assyrian

660 E. GOLF ROAD SCHAUMBURG IL 60173

SchaumburgMitsu.com

TOLL FREE670-8000(866)

BRAND-NEW 2018
MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER

SPORT

BRAND-NEW 2018
MITSUBISHI

OUTLANDER SE

OR 0% APR x 60 MONTHS!**

20182018

HAS ARRIVED!!

* *$500LOYALTY
REBATE* $500MILITARY

REBATE*$2000CUSTOMER
REBATE*

ALL-NEW MITSUBISHI

ECLIPSE
CROSS SE

AWD

THE ALL-NEW MITSUBISHI

OUTLANDER
PHEV
HYBRID

LEASE
FOR $169/mo.~

BUY FOR

$16,324^

SAVE $6,000!

OR BUY
FOR $19,860^

~36mo. lease. $2,495 down + tax, title, license, 1st mo. payment, refundable sec. deposit, acq. & doc fee.
10Kmi/year allowance.Must qualify w/approved credit. Financing thru Ally.

~36 mo. lease. $2,495 down + tax, title, license, 1st mo. payment, refundable sec. deposit, acq. & doc fee. 10K mi/year allowance. Must qualify w/approved credit. Financing thru Ally.

Stk. #SJ18076

Stk. #SJ18022

Stk. #SJ18183

LEASE
FOR $179/mo.~

SAVINGS
FROMATOZEIGLER
FAMILYOWNED&OPERATED

ZeiglerChryslerDodgeJeep.com

Prices/Payments plus tax, title, license and doc. fee to qualified buyers. ~Jeep Wrangler JL not eligible for employee pricing. ^Lease months/amount due at signing plus tax, title, license & doc. fee to qualified buyers on select models: 18 Pacifica CCAP lease 36 months/$7,499. 0% for 60 months $16.67 per
$1,000 financed; 18 Ram 36 months/$3,999. 0% for 75 months $13.33 per $1,000 financed; 18 Cherokee 36 months/$2,999; 18 Cherokee Limited 36 months/$3,999; 18 Wrangler U.S. Bank Lease 42 months/$0. No security deposit required. Not all buyers will qualify. †MSRP may not be the price at which
the vehicle is sold in the trade area. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not depict actual sale vehicle. Offers may change per manufacturers. See dealer for complete details on all offers. Offers valid 3 days from publication.

ZEIGLER CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM OF SCHAUMBURG

TOU
#180

NEW
2018

RAM 1500
EXPRESS QUADCAB

LEASE:

PER MONTH | 36 MONTHS^

$199 **0%APR|
75
MOS.

NEW
201

JEEP
CHEROKEE18 CHEROKEE

#181032
MSRP: $25,342†

SALE PRICE:

$17,499
LEASE LIMITED #180049:

PER MONTH | 36 MONTHS^

$169
–OR–

Employee Pricing
is Here for You!~

New 2017s MUST GO to Make Room for 2018s & 2019s!

NEW
2018

JEEP
WRANGLER

#1810

Sign&Drive:
$0 $0 $0

FIRST
PAYMENT

DUEAT
SIGNING

DOWN
PAYMENT

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9am-9pm • SAT 9am-8pm

208W.Golf Road • SCHAUMBURG

847.882.8400
ZeiglerChryslerDodgeJeep.com

NEW
2018

CHRYSLER
PACIFICA

U ING L
2 7

018 PACIFICA

**0%APR|
60
MOS.

PLUS $2500
BONUSCASH!

– OR –

2018 WRANGLER
077

Si &D i

slerDod

TAKEA
TEST
DRIVE!
YOUCOULDWIN
4 TICKETS &

FANPACKAGE
FORCUBSOR SOX
HOMEOPENER!*

*New Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep or Ram
vehicles only.Odds of winning based on

number of entries. Drawing to be held 4/2/18.

LEASE:

PER MONTH | 36 MONTHS^

$199
LEASE:

PER MONTH | 42 MONTHS^

$229
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THERE’SANEWJOBBOARD
INTOWNTHATMAKES

HIRINGEASIERTHANEVER

TOLEARNMOREVISIT
jobnetwork.chicagotribune.com

Caregiver Services Offered Live-In/Come &
Go, All Areas. 20 Yrs. Exp. Exc. Ref’s & Affordable
Rates! Lic & Bond. Call 708-705-1635

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Dental Implant $99/mo call 224-255-6133

Argonne National Laboratories
Tested Nano Technology Slashes Friction &
Wear, Restores Lost Engine Compression &
Horsepower, Reduces Emissions, Increase MPG
https://igg.me/at/quantumcoat

GENERAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rottweiler 773-517-0070
Calumet City $950 4 F
AKC, German bloodlines, parents on site, 9wks

Golden Retriever 815-821-3701
Winslow $900Males and females
Beautiful litter of AKC Golden Retriever puppies.
Ready to go now.

German Shepherd 312-929-3394
Chicago $1500-2500 Male
Puppies, AKC, solid blk, blk & tan. 8 weeks old.

German Shepherd 763-501-9306
Maple Grove, Minnesota $3500 Puppies
World Champion Sire: VA1,IPO3, AD,BH,Kkl1, “a”
normal hips and elbows: Vonozturk.com

Doberman Pinscher 708-488-6202
River Forest $1000 Female
AKC Reg, Doberman’s Black/ rust. German
champion blood 9wks old.

DOGS

WILL BUY ALL OFFICE TELEPHONE
EQUIPMENT! * Please call 312-RICHARD,
312-742-4273*

We Want Your Old Car; We pay $100-$500
CASH Contact Rod 773-930-7112

Wanted: Oriental Rugs
Any size/ Any condition - for cash.

*** CALL 773-575-8088 ***

WANTED Paying Cash for Military Items,
American, German, Japanese & Other
Countries from Any Period. Also Marx
Playsets, Toy Soldiers, Trains, Miscellaneous
Toys & Antiques. Call Gary: 708-522-3400

Vintage Beer Cans & Beer Signs: We Pay
Top Dollar for Your Collections 708-315-0048

TICKETS WANTED BEARS CUBS WHITE SOX
NORTHWESTERN 800-296-3626 x 3

Pinball and Arcade machines wanted.
Working or not, cash in hand! 630-205-5283

I BUY COMIC BOOKS!

Top Prices Paid
Will Come To You

888-88-COMIC
Comics4Less.com

FREON R12 Wanted Certified buyer will
PAY CASH for cylinders and cans. www.
RefrigerantFinders.com, (312) 291-9169

CAMPERS Colman’s RV – We buy/consign
used Campers & RV’s www.colmansrv.com
217-787-8653

BUYING WHEAT CENTS & SILVER COINS.
Call Alan 847-772-2682

BUYING TOY TRAINS
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER, HO, BRASS,
OLD TOYS, COIN OPERATED GAMES, COKE
MACHINES, SLOT CARS, OLD SIGNS!

Dennis 630-319-2331

BUYING RECORD ALBUMS! Rock, Jazz &
Blues. Also vintage baseball cards!
847-343-1628

BUYING old whiskey/bourbon/rye! Looking
for full/sealed vintage bottles and decanters.
PAYING TOP DOLLAR!! 773-263-5320

BOATS ***THE BOAT DOCK*** We Buy
& Consign Used Boats! Springfield, Illinois
www.theboatdock.com ***THE BOAT
DOCK*** 217-793-7300

AUTO DONATIONS DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY. Receive maximum value of
write off for your taxes. Running or not! All
conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 844-359-8922

* * * * Collector Pay$ Top Dollar * * * *
For Oriental and Eastern Art.

$ $ $
* * * * Contact Ted at (224) 605-8425 * * * *

STUFF WANTED

Professional Income Tax Prep
Andrew Desiniotes at AD Tax Consulting LLC
announces a professional affiliation with the
National Association of Tax Professionals
(NATP), a nonprofit professional association
founded in 1979, and committed to
excellence in taxation. Contact Andrew
Desiniotes at AD Tax Consulting LLC for
professional advice for your tax situation.
He can save you time and offer insight on
how to use the tax breaks available to you.
Visit https://ADTaxConsultingLLC.com for
contact information. Phone: (773)501-5792
Https://ADTaxConsultingLLC.com

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS JUVENILE JUSTICE AND
AND CHILD PROTECTION DEPARTMENT

JUVENILE JUSTICE DIVISION

IN THE INTEREST OF
Jeremiah Collins AKA Jeremiah K Collins

A MINOR
NO. 2018JD00156

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Jeremy Collins
(Father), respondents, and TO ALL WHOM
IT MAY CONCERN, that on January 26,
2018, a petition was filed under the Juvenile
Court Act by KIM FOXX, STATE’S ATTORNEY
OF COOK COUNTY through her assistant
State’s Attorney in this court and that in
the courtroom of Judge Terrence Sharkey
in the Cook County Juvenile Court Building
located at 1100 South Hamilton, Chicago,
Illinois, ON 03/29/2018 at 9:00 AM IN
CALENDAR 63 COURTROOM 13,

or as soon thereafter as this case may be
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will be held
upon the petition to have the minor declared
to be a ward of the court and for other relief
under the Act. The court has authority in
this case to take from you the custody and
guardianship of the minor.

Unless you appear at the hearing and show
cause to the contrary, an order or judgment
by default may be entered against you for
the relief asked in the petition.

DOROTHY BROWN, CLERK OF COURT
March 16, 2018

ASSISTANT STATE’S ATTORNEY:
L. Turner, N. Gallo
ATTORNEY FOR:
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
ADDRESS: 1100 SOUTH HAMILTON
CITY/STATE: CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60612
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (312) 433-7000
ATTORNEY NO.: 33182

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
COOK COUNTY OF ILLINOIS

NOTICE
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF PROVISO
TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOLS DISTRICT 209
WILL ACCEPT BIDS FOR A FOOD SERVICE
MANAGEMENT COMPANY. A PRE-BID
MEETING IS SCHEDULED ON THURSDAY,
MARCH 22, 2018 AT 10:00 A.M. AT 8601
W. ROOSEVELT RD. FOREST PARK, ILLINOIS
60130. SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE AT 8601 WEST
ROOSEVELT RD. OR WWW.PTHS209.ORG
BIDS WILL BE DUE MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2018
BY 10:00 A.M. ALL BIDS WILL BE OPENED AT
10:15 A.M.

COUNTY OF COOK
Toni Preckwinkle, President

Office of the Chief Procurement Officer
Shannon E. Andrews,
Chief Procurement Officer

ADVERTISEMENT DATE:
Friday, March 16, 2018

DESCRIPTION: Unarmed Security Services

RFP NO.: 1825-17215

MBE/WBE GOALS:
Target Market. This solicitation is open only
to certified MBE and/or WBE vendors who
are currently certified through Cook County
or the City of Chicago.

RFP DOCUMENTS:
RFP Documents are available for download
at:
h t t p : / / l e gacy. cookcoun t ygov. com/
purchasing/bids/listAllBids.php

PRE PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:
Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. C.S.T.
118 N. Clark Street, Room 1018
Chicago, IL 60602

PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
Wednesday, April 18, 2018
no later than 3:00 P.M. C.S.T.
Office of the Chief Procurement Officer
118 N. Clark Street, Room 1018
Chicago, IL 60602

CONTACT: Hermine Wise, (312) 603-3950,
hermine.wise@cookcountyil.gov Only MBE/
WBE firms certified by Cook County or the
City of Chicago may submit a proposal.
Inquiries regarding Target Market should
be directed to the Office of Contract
Compliance at (312) 603-5502.

The County reserves the right to reject any
and all proposals.

LEGAL NOTICES
GOVERNMENT/EDUCATION

CASH PAID for vintage mechanical watches,
parts, watchmakers estates. 847-776-2323

AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION March 24th
10AM Paxton American Legion Paxton, IL
470 CATOLOGED LOTS OF LONGABERGER,
POTTERY, IRON, & MUCH MORE! DETAILS &
PHOTOS: www.strebeckauctions.com 217-
781-4131

AUCTION ANTIQUE MUSIC AUCTION March
17th 10AM 8512 S. Union Road, Union, IL
RARE and quality antique music boxes,
phonographs, band organs, piano, vintage
advertising, horns, records, parts, and
manuals! www.donleyauctions.com 815-
923-7000

AUCTION 2-Day Gun Auction Saturday
& Sunday March 17th & 18th 9AM 900
Firearms; Ammo; Scopes; Reloading; Knives;
Military. 2601 Lake Land Blvd. Mattoon, IL
www.bauerauction.com xxx-xxx-xxxx

STUFF FOR SALE

Caregiver/Private Duty Nursing Services
State Licensed, Fingerprinted, Background
Checked, Insured. Affordable. 312-447-0034

HEALTH SERVICES

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES, OFFICE OF WATER
RESOURCES PUBLIC NOTICE

Nancy Mills has applied for an IDNR/
OWR Permit for the construction of a
groin extension in Lake Michigan at 2479
Woodbridge Lane, Highland Park, IL.
Inquiries and requests to view the complete
application may be directed to Jim Casey of
the IDNR/OWR’s Chicago Office at (312) 793-
5947 or james.casey@illinois.gov. The full
application is also available at http://www.
dnr.illinois.gov/WaterResources/Pages/
PublicNotices.aspx. You are invited to send
comments regarding this project to 160 N.
LaSalle Street, Suite S-703, Chicago, IL 60601
by April 16, 2018.

NOTICE TO DISADVANTAGE BUSINESSES:
Vian Construction Co., Inc, 1041 Martha
Street, Elk Grove Village, IL 60007. Phone
(847) 364-5369, is seeking Disadvantaged
businesses for the Village of Downers Grove
“2018 Water Main Improvements - Contract
B” for subcontracting opportunities in the
following areas: Landscaping, Trucking,
Paving, Concrete.
All disadvantaged businesses should
contact, IN WRITING, (CERTIFIED LETTER,
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED). Vince
Rendina, to discuss the subcontracting
opportunities. All negotiations must be
completed prior to the bid opening on
Fridav, April 6, 2018.

* Subcontracts will be evaluated and
awarded to the lowest responsive
bidder that is deemed qualified by Vian
Construction Co., Inc.

NOTICE TO DISADVANTAGE BUSINESSES:
Vian Construction Co., Inc, 1041 Martha
Street, Elk Grove Village, IL 60007. Phone
(847) 364-5369, is seeking Disadvantaged
businesses for the Village of Downers Grove
“2018 Water Main Improvements - Contract
A” for subcontracting opportunities in the
following areas: Landscaping, Trucking,
Paving, Concrete.
All disadvantaged businesses should
contact, IN WRITING, (CERTIFIED LETTER,
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED). Vince
Rendina, to discuss the subcontracting
opportunities. All negotiations must be
completed prior to the bid opening on
Fridav, April 6, 2018.

* Subcontracts will be evaluated and
awarded to the lowest responsive
bidder that is deemed qualified by Vian
Construction Co., Inc.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF TRANSMITTAL FOR THE
FOLLOWING TOWNSHIPS FROM THE COOK
COUNTY BOARD OF REVIEW BACK TO THE
COOK COUNTY ASSESSOR FOR THE TAX
YEAR 2017:

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section
12-50 of the Illinois Property Tax Code
Section
(35 ILCS 200/12-50), the Board of Review
of Cook County has, on this date March 9,
2018, in accordance with Section 16-125 of
the Illinois Property Tax Code Section (35
ILCS 200/16-125) transmitted back to the
Assessor of Cook County its final action on
the following townships in Cook County for
the tax year of 2017:
WEST CHICAGO,WHEELING, WORTH,

Dated at Chicago, Illinois by the Cook County
Board of Review Room 601, Cook County
Building, 118 North Clark Street, Chicago,
Illinois 60602, MARCH 9, 2018.

MICHAEL M. CABONARGI COMMISSIONER
DAN PATLAK COMMISSIONER
LARRY R. ROGERS, JR.COMMISSIONER

STATE OF MICHIGAN
37TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

- FAMILY DIVISION
CALHOUN COUNTY

PUBLICATION OF HEARING

CASE NO. 15-973NA
PETITION NO.

TO: AMANDA BLANKENSHIP (09/08/1985)

IN THE MATTER OF: LILYAN BLANKENSHIP
(01/23/2001)
CHRISTOPHER BLANKENSHIP (07/08/2002)

A hearing regarding a petition requesting
this court to take jurisdiction of the above
named minor(s) will be conducted by
the court on 04/03/2018 at 01:30 pm in
the Calhoun County Justice Center, 161
E Michigan Ave, Battle Creek, MI 49014,
Courtroom 133 before Referee Makled
You have the right to an attorney and the
right to a trial by judge or jury.
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that AMANDA
BLANKENSHIP (09/08/1985) personally
appear before the court at the time and
place stated above.
This hearing may result in the termination of
your parental rights

“NOTICE TO DISADVANTAGED
BUSINESSES,

Austin Tyler Construction, 23343 S. Ridge
Road, Elwood, IL 60421 (815-726-1090)
is seeking disadvantaged, minority and
women owned businesses for the projects
known as the Village of Downers Grove
2018 Water Main Improvements Contract
“A” Bid # IEPA18A and 2018 Water Main
Improvements Contract “B” Bid #IEPA18B.
Austin Tyler Construction has subcontracting
opportunities in the following areas:
Landscaping, Street Sweeping, Traffic
Control, Tree Removal, Pavement Striping,
Root Pruning, Tree Protection Fence,
Layout, Pre Construction Video, Line Stops
& Leak Detection, Supplemental Water,
Material Testing, Auger Boring, Trucking. All
disadvantaged businesses should contact
Brian Broderick in writing (certified letter,
return receipt requested), at the above
address to discuss the subcontracting
opportunities. All negotiations must be
completed prior to the bid opening April 6,
2018. Bids will be evaluated on the basis
of completeness of scope, qualification and
experience of bidder and price.

LEGAL
NOTICES
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New Car Dealer Directory
*Participating cars.com dealer.

audi
Audi Exchange
2490 Skokie Valley Road
Highland Park, IL 60035
888-453-7195
www.audiexchange.com

chevrolet
Bredemann Chevrolet
in Park Ridge*
1401 W. Dempster Street
Park Ridge, IL 60068
847-655-1455
www.bredemann.com

chrysler
Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

dodge
Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

ford

Bredemann Ford in Glenview*
2038 Waukegan Road
Glenview, IL 60025
847-510-5555
www.bredemann.com

honda
Muller Honda*
550 Skokie Valley Road,
Highland Park
847-831-4200
www.muller-honda.com

Schaumburg
Honda Automobiles*
750 E. Golf Rd.
847-88-Honda
www.schaumburghondaautos.com

jeep
Sherman Dodge Jeep
Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

lexus

Bredemann Lexus
in Glenview*
2000 Waukegan Road
Glenview, IL 60025
847-510-5505
www.bredemann.com

mercedes

Autohaus On Edens*
1600 Frontage Rd.
Northbrook
847-272-7900
www.autohausonedens.com

Mercedes-Benz
Of St. Charles*
225 North Randall Road
St. Charles, IL
888-742-6095
www.mercedesbenzofstcharles.com

Mercedes-Benz
Of Westmont*
200 E. Ogden Ave.
886-415-8182
www.mbofwestmont.com

mitsubishi

Biggers Mitsubishi*
1325 E. Chicago St., Elgin
888-612-8400
www.biggersmitsubishi.com

Schaumburg Mitsubishi*
660 E. Golf Road
Schaumburg
866-670-8000
www.schaumburgmitsubishi.com

nissan

Arlington Nissan*
1100 W. Dundee Rd
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
847-590-6100
www.arlingtonnissan.com

porsche

Porsche Exchange*
2300 Skokie Valley Rd.
Highland Park
#1 Volume Dealer in Illinois
847-266-7000
www.4porsche.com

ram
Sherman Dodge Jeep Chrysler Ram
7601 N. Skokie Blvd.
Skokie, IL 60077
888-481-1777
ShermanTrib.com

smart
Smart Center of St. Charles*
225 N. Randall Road
in St. Charles, IL
888-459-2190
st-charles.smartdealersites.com

toyota
Bredemann Toyota Scion*
1301 W. Dempster., Park Ridge
847-655-1405
www.bredemann.com

To showcase your dealership contact
Steve Vicenteno at 312-222-3642

Crossword

ACROSS
1 Mothers of
piglets

5 Loose, as a rope
10 Letters asking

for urgency
14 Maui feast
15 Vietnam’s capital
16 Prefix for gram

or meter
17 Not on purpose
19 Social insects
20 Snapshot
21 “Same for me!”
23 “__ whiz!”
24 Likelihood
26 Prize
28 Come forth
31 Handgun
34 Reed or

Harrison
35 Take __; kick in
37 Klutz’s word
40 Knocks
42 Toothed-leaved

birch tree
43 Button

alternative
44 Ladder rung
45 Grassland
47 Large African

antelope
48 Make known
50 Old German

emperors’ title
52 Haughtiness

54 __ in; bring
under control

55 Actress __
McClanahan

56 Occupation
60 Personnel
64 Curry & Jillian
66 Sure to happen
68 Agreeable
69 Booby prize

winner
70 Bit of evidence
71 Part of the leg
72 Banishment
73 Golf ball pegs

DOWN
1 __ on the wrist;
mild penalty

2 “That hurt!”
3 City in Texas
4 Serious beau
5 TV’s “Murder, __
Wrote”

6 Comes ashore
7 Prefix for social
or septic

8 Outer garment
9 Scot’s attire
10 Letters before an

alias
11 Musical

gatherings
12 Modify
13 Prepared to be

photographed

18 Avoid by moving
quickly

22 Cereal grain
25 Slander
27 Romances
28 Slips up
29 Protein source
30 Undergo
31 Accelerator or

brake
32 Applied frosting
33 Danger from a

blocked artery
36 Hopping insect
38 Window glass
39 __ on; incite

41 Drove too
fast

46 Midsection
49 11/11 honoree
51 Still whole
52 Practical joke
53 Altercation
54 __ in; enjoy
57 Make angry
58 As strong as __
59 Lucie’s dad
61 Qualified
62 Chimney pipe
63 Charges
65 Observe
67 Rage

Solutions
3/16/18By Jacqueline E. Mathews. © 2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. All rights reserved.

Sales: Mon-Fri 9a-9p
Saturday 9a-6p

Service: Mon & Fri 7a-6p
Tues,Wed & Thurs 7a-7p

Saturday 8a-4p

6201 S. LaGrange Rd.
Hodgkins, IL
1 Mile North of I-55
on LaGrange Rd.

708-579-5000
ettleson.com

All prices and
payments plus tax,
title, license and doc
fees. Tax rates vary
by county. Pictures
are for illustration
purposes only and
may not reflect actual
vehicle. Dealer will not
honor errors in this ad.

Since 1968...“Where You Always Save More Money!”

Get Peace of Mind...Ettleson is Your Certified Pre-Owned Headquarters!

2015 CADILLAC
ATS SEDAN

2.0L I4 AWD LUXURY
33178 MI. #K4525

$22,799

2017 ESCALADE
4WD LUXURY
19956 MI
#K4507

$63,495

2017 CTS SEDAN
3.6L V6 AWD PREMIUM
LUXURY , 17822 MI.

#K4537

$38,195

2013 BUICK
LACROSSE
FWD TOURING

73117 MI. #K4502

$14,995

2016 SRX
AWD 4DR PREMIUM

COLLECTION, 25725 MI
#80547A

$32,300

2016 BUICK
ENCORE

CONVENIENCE FWD
23382 MI, #K4558

$20,915

2017 CADILLAC XT5
AWD 4DR LUXURY

11025 MI
#K4568

$38,995

2017 BUICK
ENCLAVE
LEATHER AWD

30665 MI, #K4504

$31,246

2016 CT6 SEDAN
4DR 3.0L TURBO
PLATINUM AWD

16401 MI. #K4501

$56,498

2017 GMC TERRAIN
AWD SLT
13552 MI
#K4554

$26,891

2017 ESCALADE
ESV

4WD LUXURY, 20098 MI
#K4547

$62,586

2017 GMC
YUKON XL
4WD DENALI

20624 MI, #K4530

$58,998
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Sales: Mon-Fri 9a-8p
Saturday 9a-6p

Service: Mon & Fri 7a-6p
Tues,Wed & Thurs 7a-7p

Saturday 8a-4p

6201 S. LaGrange Rd.
Hodgkins, IL
1 Mile North of I-55
on LaGrange Rd.

708-579-5000
ettleson.com

0% x 72 Months
20% OFF
18% OFF

on select
'17 ENVISIONS
on select
'17-18 MODELS

APR

ETTLESON...SAVING YOU MORE MONEY SINCE 1968!

4.8 Out
of 5f

4.8 Out
of 5

4.8 Out
of 5f

4.6 Out
of 5

FREE
SMART WATCH
with Any Test Drive!

while supplies last

The
Reviews
Are In...

All prices and payments plus tax, title, license and doc
fees. All applicable rebates and incentives applied. *24 &
36 month leases. Total monthly payments: Terrain $2376,
Encore $1896, Acadia $6804; Option to purchase at lease
end for an amount to be determined at signing. See dealer
for all program details. ^0% APR financing for 72 months to
qualified buyers with approved credit, $13.89 per thousand
financed. Bonus Cash applied to advertised prices. Offers
valid 3 days from date of publication. Prices and incentives
subject to change per manufacturer. Pictures are for
illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual vehicle.
Dealer will not honor errors in this ad.

Envisions/Encores/Acadias

10K Miles/Year.
$2995 due at signing with plates and taxes.

$99/mo.*
24 Month Lease

#80104, MSRP $29,190
For owner/lessees of a 1999

or newer non GM model

2018 GMC
TERRAIN

10K Miles/Year.
$2995 due at signing with plates and taxes.

$79/mo.*
24 Month Lease

#80196, MSRP $25,735
For owner/lessees of a 1999

or newer non GM model

2018 Buick
ENCORE

10K Miles/Year.
$2995 due at signing with plates and taxes.

$189/mo.*
36 Month Lease$27,596

FWD SLE, #80139, MSRP $33,835
Loyal GM Lessees

Lease for

2018 GMC
ACADIA

PREF PKG, CTV, #70789, MSRP $36,795

2017 Buick
ENVISION

%

i k

o Envisions/Enc res/Acadias

$9,199
25% OFF

0% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS
ON SELECT 2017 CADILLAC MODELS
Cadillac Lease Pull Ahead for Leases expiring through November 30th, 2018.^

ETTLESON CADILLAC
LOCATION

6201 S. LaGrange Rd.

Hodgkins, IL

60525

SALES

708.579.5000

Mon-Fri 9am-8pm

Sat 9am-6pm

SERVICE

708.247.0797

Mon & Fri 7am-6pm

Tues,Wed, Thurs 7am-7pm

Sat 8am-4pm

WHY BUY FROM ETTLESON CADILLAC?

Ever since 1968, the Ettleson name has been entrenched in the Hodgkins, IL, community, and we’re proud of

what our dealership has become.With stellar sales, service, parts and financing, as well as a first-class

selection of Cadillac models, it’s hard to beat what is offered at Ettleson.

©2016 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®ettlesoncadillac.com

All prices plus tax, title, license and doc fee. †Plus tax, title, license, doc fee, and first month’s payment to qualified buyers. No security deposit. 2018 XT5 MSRP: 44,765; 36 monthly payments total $9,972; 2018 ATS MSRP: 41,730; 27 monthly payments total $5,346; 2018 CT6

MSRP: 60,770; 36 monthly payments total $14,364; 2018 Escalade MSRP: 84,210; 36 monthly payments total $25,164. Escalade #80179 offer for Lincoln owner/lessees of a ’99 or newer. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing.

Must lease or finance and qualify for credit through GM Financial. ^For leases ending through March 31, 2018, up to 4 payments and up to $2000. Expiring lease must be through GM Financial, Ally, or US Bank. Not available with some other offers. All offers include all

applicable rebates. See dealer for full program details. Offers valid 3 days from date of publication.Advertised offers are with approved credit, are for a limited time and subject to change as per manufacturer. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not reflect

actual vehicle. Dealer will not honor errors in this advertisement.

lac Lease Pull Ahead for Leases expiri

2018 ATS

2018 XT5

2018 ESCALADE

2018 CT6

AWD,CTV.
Stk. #80240. 2124 miles. Stk. #80179. 2178 miles.

AWD.
Stk. #80193. 2203 miles

FOR LOYAL CADILLAC LESSEES FOR LOYAL CADILLAC LESSEES

FOR LOYAL CADILLAC LESSEES LEASE FOR ONLY

No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra.
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles.

DUE AT SIGNING
AFTER ALL OFFERS2 ,995$

No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra.
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles.

DUE AT SIGNING
AFTER ALL OFFERS3,995$

No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra.
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles.

DUE AT SIGNING
AFTER ALL OFFERS2 ,995$

No security deposit required. Tax, title, license extra.
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 10,000 miles.

DUE AT SIGNING
AFTER ALL OFFERS4 ,995$

$ $

$ $

MONTHS MONTHS

MONTHS MONTHS

PER MONTH1 PER MONTH1

PER MONTH1 PER MONTH1

/ /

/ /

277 399

198 699

36 36

27 36

FWD.
Stk. #80030. 2040 miles.
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••• Protect Yourself with Knowledge •••

ASSET PROTECTION

SEMINAR

HERE’S WHAT
YOU’LL LEARN:
• Exactly What is Medicaid; MediCare
• How to protect your home and other
assets in the event
long term care is needed

• How to reduce or eliminate nursing
home monthly costs

• How to keep your savings without
“Spending Down”

• How to determine if your living trust
lets you protect your assets from
Medicaid spend down and recovery
(Most do not…We can show you how)

There are Federal and State Laws that will enable you to avoid paying thousands of
dollars out of your pocket for nursing home costs.The governmentwill not notify you
of your eligibility.Youmust find out yourself. Join us for this important information...

Presented by Dowling Consulting Services
19614 S. LaGrange Road | Mokena, IL 60448

dowlingconsultingservices.com

Reservations Required (708) 479-5147

LOCATIONS:
Country Charm

Restaurant
Tuesday, April 10th

10am
Lunch Provided
101 Lincolnway Dr.

New Lenox

Hackneys
Restaurant

Tuesday, April 10th
6pm

Dinner Provided
9550 W. 123rd St.

Palos Park

Ashford
House

Wednesday, April 11th
10am

Lunch Provided
7959 W. 159th St.

Tinley Park

Jenny’s
Steakhouse

Wednesday, April 11th
6pm

Dinner Provided
11041 Menard Ave.
Chicago Ridge

Mr. Benny’s
Steakhouse

Thursday, April 12th
6pm

Dinner Provided
19200 Everett Ln.

Mokena

Mamma Onesta’s
Restaurant

Thursday, April 12th
10am

Lunch Provided
1100 S. State St.

Lockport

Located on the campus of Our Lady of Angels
Retirement Home, Joliet Catholic Academy and
the University of St. Francis School of Nursing.

The Village offers:

 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 1700 sq. ft. cottage
homes with attached garages.

 A variety of services and amenities including
weekly housekeeping and maintenance service.

 Two financial options available—Entry Fee or
Rentals.

Model Home
1305 Franciscan Way
Joliet, IL 60435
(815) 729-3793
Open 9AM—3PM
Monday—Friday

Sisters of St. Francis
of Mary Immaculate

Owned and operated by

TThhee VViillllaaggee
aatt OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff AAnnggeellss
A Ministry of the Joliet Franciscans

www.olavillage.org

 Independent Senior Living
 A Continuum of Care Location
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Arlington Heights | Glen Ellyn | Highland Park | Naperville | Northbrook | Orland Park | Park Ridge | Westmont | Wilmette

• One-on-One
Personal Training

• Private Fitness
Studios

• Doctor Designed

RESULTS

RESHAPE
YOUR BODY
IN ONLY 20 MINUTES!TM
TWICE A WEEK

TRY IT TODAY!
IT’S 100%GUARANTEED!

(888) 878-1808

Mention Chicago Tribune for limited time offer

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
First 3 sessions for
the price of 1 - Just $75!
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There’s a beauty that flows in a neighborhood of possibilities.

A radiant tapestry woven together by a natural sense of

community. It’s unique and pure, adding depth and detail

through the balance and comfort it provides. It draws us

together, invites us to linger. It enlivens the soul.

Experience retirement living at Three Crowns Park
in one of America’s best neighborhoods.

2323 McDaniel Avenue • Evanston, Illinois

(847) 563-4855 • www.threecrownspark.com

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

Call 630-852-0345 to RSVP or to
schedule a personal tour.

Discover what it means to be
living fully and living well.
Villa St. Benedict is a faith based

community built on a set of core values that
help enrich the everyday lives of our

residents

Thursday, April 5th | 1:30pm
Chair Tai Chi

Gain the balance, strength and flexibility
acquired in traditional Tai Chi Chuan, right
from the comfort and safety of your chair!

E COMMUNITY. ONE HEART.

1920 Maple Ave. Lisle, IL villastben.org

residents.

ow us at a ent!an eveGet to

r

o kno

Villa St. Benedict
ONE

V
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Affordable Senior
Living...

Affordable Senior
Living...

MORAINE COURT
SUPPORTIVE LIVING
MORAINE COURT

SUPPORTIVE LIVING
♦ We Offer A

Range Of
Choices From
Independent To
Assisted Living
Services To
24 Hour Care

♦ All Apartments
Include 3 Meals
Daily, All
Utilities,
Housekeeping
& Maintenance

♦ Pay As
Little As
$643/Month
With Our
Medicaid
Subsidized
Program

The Supportive Living Program
isdesigned topromote independence,
dignity and respect, while providing
additional assistance as needed.
Residents of this program participate
in their personal service plan, thus
continuingtomaintainanindependent
lifestyle.

Depending on an individual’s financial
and health status, Medicaid will
reimburse Moraine Court for a
qualifying resident’s cost of service
and housing in the Supportive Living
Program. All residents have the
security and peace of mind that they
will never have to move out due to
depletion of assets or income.

We will be happy to speak with you
and help determine if you qualify
for Medicaid. Apartments are also
available to anyone not requiring
financial assistance.

8080 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455

708-594-2700
www.MoraineCourt.com

If you’re among the 95 percent of older adults who prefer
to live at home, why not enjoy your independence there?

Light housekeeping
Laundry
Meal preparation
Medication reminders

Personal care and grooming
Companionship for
appointments, shopping
and at home

Ask our Client Coordinator to propose a customized menu
of services just for you. Our most popular services include

Stay in the nest you love

To schedule an appointment, please call
773-358-7438 or email

info@LifeCareAtHomeChicago.org

Decide what’s right for you
Life Care at Home provides services and programs to assist
you in your home. Whether you need help for a few hours
a week or more, you can rely on our friendly, responsive
staffmembers—screened, trained and supervised according
to State of Illinois guidelines.

Established as a not-for-profit organization in 2006, Life Care
at Home is locally owned and managed.

5550 South Shore Drive Chicago, IL 60637
773-358-7438 LifeCareAtHomeChicago.org

Life Care
at Home
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the swing of things

Montgomery Place
E n g a g e d L i v i n g

5550 South Shore Drive Chicago, IL 60637
773-753-4100 MontgomeryPlace.org

Cover all your bases. Call Montgomery Place today.
Your championship season begins here.

Get in

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Support
Skilled Nursing Care • Short-term Stay Rehab

Staying healthy, staying involved

3659 West 99th Street | Chicago, IL
773-253-3600 | mercycircle.org

Mercy Circle resident Sister Ellen Marie Ryan, RSM with rehab manager Joanna Ruzich

“Thanks toMercy Circle’s short-term rehab,
I’m already back in step as a volunteer at
MotherMcAuley High School,” says Sister
EllenMarie Ryan, RSM. “I taught music
there for more than 30 years. Helping out is
a great encore.”

Sunday Open House
March 25, 2018, 11a.m. until 2p.m.

Sponsored by the
Sisters of Mercy West Midwest
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At Smith Crossing, maintenance-free living, exceptional amenities

and innovative programs all come together to create an active

lifestyle that exceeds expectations. A vibrant social life. First-class

dining venues and a cozy pub. Enriching cultural, educational and

wellness activities. Frequent outings to the many theaters, museums

and shopping venues around Orland Park. Come explore the

freedom to live life by the best design of all — yours.

As a not-for-profit organization, everything we do is based on

improving the lives of those we serve. And as Orland Park’s only

Life Plan Community, you have the security of a full continuum of

care here on campus should you ever need it.

10501 Emilie Lane • Orland Park, IL 60467 • SmithCrossing.org

Schedule your visit today (708) 505-2925

Catered to you

Step into a World of Possibilities.

atHartsfield Village
“Selfie”SEE YOUR

You deserve the best in Senior Living!
Hartsfield Village elevates your expectations with hassle-free moving,
maintenance-free living and a warm and welcoming social network.

Find out how Hartsfield Village can help you
turn your retirement dreams into reality.

• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• Memory Support
• Rehabilitation Center

• Nursing Care
• Fitness Center
• SpaPointe Salon

• Executive chef
prepared cuisine
• Happy hour &
special outings

HARTSFIELD VILLAGE FEATURES:

LivingWell. LivingWise.
10000 Columbia Ave. | Munster, IN

219-934-0750 | 800-297-6188
HartsfieldVillage.com Schedule a tour today at 219-934-0750.

Ask About Our NEW LEASE OPTION
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SPACE IS LIMITED!

Don’t miss the opportunity to exhibit your products and
services to your core market.

AN UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY TO

REACH ADULTS 50+

For sponsor or exhibitor info contact us:

expo@ChicagoTribune.com •312.527.8088
ChicagoTribune.com/PrimeExpo

Health &Wellness • Financial Planning • Medicare
and Retirement Planning • Traveling •

Home Improvement • AND MUCHMORE!

SAVETHEDATESAVETHEDATE

Saturday, April 14, 2018
9am-4pm

DonaldE. StephensConventionCenter
5555 N. River Rd, Rosemont, IL 60018


